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Message from the President

When John Wilsey parachuted me into the
Presidency, he assured me, in words redolent of

Hymns Ancient and Modern, that I was in for ‘One Year,
One Meal, One Speech’. It doesn’t seem to have turned
out quite like that. In fact I sometimes feel like the Duke
of Devonshire who suffered an appalling nightmare
about addressing the House of Lords in his sleep. I seem
to perform so often that I do sometimes
dream that I am speaking at an Old
Shirburnian dinner and I know that one
day I will wake up to find that I am.  

Our secretary, Richard Warren, has
come up with an ingenious plot regarding
the President’s term of office which
means that, if all goes according to his
plan, this President is now expected to
serve four times as long as John Wilsey
promised.  

As regards eating, drinking and
speaking, there is an inevitable knock-on
effect. It’s a lot more than four times the
Wilsey promise! During the last year or so
I have eaten, drunk and spoken at Old
Shirburnian functions from the Pig ’n’
Whistle in Indooroopilly, Brisbane, to the
Groucho Club in London.  What pleased me most about
almost every function (even the Old Shirburnian
Quantity Surveyors’ Dinner which I was rather
dreading) was that people enjoyed themselves more –
much more – than they expected and also that on each
occasion there were men present who did not normally
go to OS do’s and in some cases had never been to
anything connected with Sherborne since leaving the
School.  

The trouble with praising the present is that in doing
so you can seem to be denigrating the past.  I don’t want
to criticise anything done by the stalwart and loyal Old
Shirburnians who have kept the society going over the
years, but I do think there is a mood of energy and
enjoyment at the moment that is refreshing and
welcoming. I take no credit for this. The rôle of
President in this society is not well defined and on the
whole presidents seem to make it up as they go along.

My basic rule of thumb is that there is no point in doing
it unless you enjoy it and that the odds are that the more
you seem to be enjoying yourself the greater the
chances are that everybody else will enjoy themselves
as well. 

This would not be possible, were it not for the people
who actually do the work. Foremost among these is our

chairman, Hugh Archer. A recent working
party on the structure of the MCC said,
‘The primary rôle of the President is as
the ambassador of the Club and of cricket.
The primary rôle of the Club Chairman is
to hold together and ensure the smooth
running of the Club. The skills required
for the two positions are not the same.’
Gentlemen, we’re very lucky to have a
Chairman with Hugh’s skills and I’m
grateful that his hard work, in the middle
of a tough full-time career as a local
farmer, enables the rest of us, and
especially me, to have so much fun.  Of
course Hugh couldn’t do what he does
without the labours of our indefatigable
Secretary, Richard Warren, ably and
assiduously assisted by Janey Goddard.

I’m also well aware that there are others who contribute
enormously as voluntary experts and organizers in
specific areas such as finance, golf, law, sailing, rugby
and cricket. I would like to thank all of them on your
behalf. 

I would also like to pay tribute to the Headmaster,
Simon Eliot. I was sorry he couldn’t make the Pig ’n’
Whistle in Indooroopilly, but he’s been incredibly active
on the eating, drinking and speaking front and has been
immensely supportive of the Society in other ways. He
also took the extraordinary risk of asking the President
of the OS Society to present the prizes at Commem – the
first time, I’m told, that this task has ever been
performed by anyone other than an admiral, a general,
a bishop or a member of the Digby family.  

In the end, however, the real success of the Old
Shirburnian Society depends on the enthusiasm and joie
de vivre of its members. I’m hugely encouraged by this. 

The President at Commem
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Over 250 OS (440 including their families) attended the
first Old Shirburnian Day and 122 of the ’61 to ’65
leavers (again plus families) sat down to lunch in the
BSR. What epitomizes the mood for me is the old school
friend who, despite ambivalent memories of his time at
Sherborne, announced that he was coming to an OS
happening for the first time in decades. ‘It’s so nice’, he
said, ‘not HAVING to be there.’ No beatable offences any
longer. I know exactly what he means. 

Tim Heald

Chairman’s Report

In 1997 the President charged the OSS committee to
produce a more ‘vibrant and productive’ society.

Since then you will have read in The Record about the
changes and improvements that have been made: for
example, the reorganization of committees and the
establishment  of the new office with full electronic
support.

Eighteen months ago, the increased business
generated by the response of OS meant that extra
assistance was required. Janey Goddard, whose skills
we share with the Marketing Director, was appointed
as Office Manager. At this point I thought that the
committee had gained a breathing-space in which the
Society’s longer-term effectiveness could be assessed.
However I underestimated the sheer volume of
electronic communication that would flow into the
office. Hence, by last autumn, it became clear that the
Society faced a choice: either the office could continue
to struggle in its present form against this rising tide
and risk sacrificing the momentum it had recently
built up; or it could find further support for the
secretariat so that momentum could be maintained
and greater productivity achieved.

The committee chose the latter, and with the
support of the Headmaster and the Governors, has
been able to reward the current Secretary with a
salary in recognition of his increased workload. This
arrangement will be reviewed in 2003. I believe this is
the right long-term solution because it will become
increasingly difficult to find future secretaries able
and willing to give the time required.

Again, at the end of another year, I would like to thank
OS who have made contact with the Society and who
have participated in its meetings and functions, in
particular this year the OS of the decade 1925 to 1935
(average age eighty-seven) who even managed both
verses of the Carmen! I am also grateful to the committee
members for giving up their time for our meetings and to
the Headmaster whose support, as mentioned above, was
both timely and valuable.

Secretary’s Letter

First, I wish to put on record my enormous gratitude to
the teams in the Marketing and Foundation offices for

their very considerable help throughout the year: to
Richard Gould, Adrian Ballard, Chrissie Rowbottom and
especially to Janey
Goddard. OS Day in
particular was a team
effort and, on behalf of
all OS, I offer our
sincere thanks to them
for all they did to ensure
its success. Our thanks
are also due to Ian
Elliott who guided the
School’s OS Day
Committee so skilfully.
Finally our thanks to the
Headmaster for making
the day possible and for
hosting such an august
gathering. The idea of
an annual event, when
the School would be ‘at
home’ to Old Boys, had
been mooted for some
time. However, within
four months of Simon
Eliot’s arrival as
Headmaster, the nettle
had been grasped
(indeed if it had not

Richard Warren displays some
items of OS merchandise
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been for lack of time, the first such day might have
occurred last year!). I am sure I speak for us all in saying
‘thank you, and please can we come again?’  

In addition to sending out The Annual Record, two
issues of The Review, and invitations to the various
reunions, we have sent mailings to the ’88 year-group,
the ’97 year-group (two letters), the ’98 year-group and
the ’99 year-group. 

Miscellaneous
OSS Website – www.sherborne.org/OSS The site was
launched at the beginning of January and has received
much favourable and positive comment. Sports results
are being updated each Monday, subject to the
information being available. Links to the OSGS, OSSS
and the Pilgrims sites are now in place.

On-line Database: This was finally launched at the
beginning of August and over 4000 alterations were
received in the first couple of weeks! We were
disappointed that the developers did not move as fast or
as accurately as we had been promised, but in this
instance we believed it was more important to get it
right than on time.  

Sale of Memorabilia: The business is expanding
slowly; bow ties, cravats, cummerbunds, waistcoats
(made to measure) and socks are now available in both
‘town’ and ‘country’ colours.

Archives: Mrs Anne Le Flufy, wife of Richard 
(d 63-68), has completed the cataloguing of the archive
material that is held in the office. We are enormously
grateful to her for tackling this important and long
overdue task.  She is now making great inroads into the
Beckett Room archives.

It may be of interest that the OS Cruise in the
Antarctic, which was advertised in the spring of last year,
generated £5,200 which contributed towards the costs
of printing and mailing The Record and The Review.
The 2003 Swan Hellenic Discovery Cruise in the Far
East will take place in January and February. Details
were sent out with the summer issue of The Review.

The Future
This time last year I was floating the idea that the
activities of the Society had grown to such an extent that
it needed to have a full-time manager. This year, as you
have heard from the Chairman and in recognition of the
very significant increase in the rôle played by the OSS in
support and promotion of the School, the Governors
have generously ‘agreed to make a financial contribution
to the Society of £8000 in the year to 30th June 2002,
and £12000 in the following year’. The Governors have
made it clear that ‘this financial support is a temporary
measure’ and a ‘full review of the marketing operations 

OS Events
In addition to the OS Day, the following events have
taken place over the last year:
November 2001: Property Dinner in London
managed by Michael Slade (c 60-65). 
March 2002: Grand Cru Luncheon for those who left
between 1925 and 1935.    
May 2002: Reception for this year’s leavers.
July 2002: Media Luncheon. A repeat of last year’s
event.  

And, by the time you read this, the following
events will have taken place:
September 2002: Northern Dinner aboard HMS
Trincomalee (1817), Britain’s oldest ship afloat.    
November 2002: Quinquagesimal Seminar and
Dinner for the classes of  ’40 to ’49 at the School. 

Future Events
April 2003: Grand Cru Luncheon. A repeat of the
2002 event, but open to all OS who left prior to The
Second World War. 
Spring 2003: An OS gathering will be held in the
Channel Islands. Event, type and venue to be
decided. 
17th May 2003: OS Day and Gaudy for the classes of
’66 to ’70 (ie those who left from 1966 to 1970
inclusive).
9th July 2003: Media Luncheon.   
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of the School will be required in 2003. The resourcing of
the OSS will need to be taken into account at that time.’

While very welcome from a personal point of view, the
temporary nature of this support means that the way
ahead from the end of the Trinity Term in 2003 has still
to be charted. If we continue down the current path of
improvement and modernisation, the workload will not
get less; but equally we cannot establish a full-time post
until longer-term funding is secured. Accordingly, and as
a short-term expedient, I have stood down as ‘Honorary’
Secretary and have started to direct the business of the
Society in a ‘self-employed’ capacity. In the slightly
longer term I plan to retire next year and seek your help
in identifying and recruiting a successor. Any OS reading
this who lives near Sherborne or is moving to the area,
and who might be interested in becoming Secretary to
the Society, is invited to get in touch with me or any
other member of the committee.

Lastly, I would also ask for your continuing help in
identifying old boys who are willing to stand as their
year-group representatives and of course I would be
delighted to hear from any volunteers who may be
reading this report.

Richard Warren

OSS Ties and Items
The following may be purchased from

Sherborne School Trading Ltd
The School Shop, Sherborne School,

Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3AP
Telephone: 01935 810506

Fax: 01935 810419

Prices are correct at time of going to press

OS Ties Each P&P
Town – Silk £18.90p 40p
Country – Silk £18.90p 40p
Town – Poly £7.00p 40p

Cuff Links (School Crest) Pair
Silver Gilt £59.25p £2.50p
Nickel Gilt £46.75p £2.50p

School Crests Each
Painted on Oak Shield

approx 6” x 7” £26.00p £2.50p

Pilgrims

Cricket Sweaters
(pure wool) £59.00p £3.50p

Cricket Slipover
(pure wool) £53.25p £3.50p

Rugby Shirts £30.00p £3.50p
Rugby Socks £6.25p £2.50p
Tie £8.00p 40p

OS

Cricket Sweaters
(pure wool) £62.50p £3.50p

Cricket Slipover
(pure wool) £55.00p £3.50p

OSS Merchandise
The following may be purchased from the OSS Office,

Sherborne School, Sherborne DT9 3AP
Tel: 01935 810557/8  Fax: 01935 810551

Email: oss@sherborne.org

Each P&P
Umbrellas £20.00 £2.50
Mugs £4.00 £1.00
OS Socks (town and country) £8.00 40p
Register (Seventh Edition) £18.00 £2.50

The following are available in silk and in both country
and town colours:
Bow Ties £17.50 40p
Cravats £38.50 40p
Cummerbunds (made to order) £70.00 £1.00
Waistcoats (made to order) £112.50 £1.00
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Editorial

Avisit to the British Library, handily placed between
Euston and St. Pancras, shows just how important a

manuscript the Sherborne Missal is. At the library they
have a standing exhibition of manuscripts and it comes
as something of a surprise to discover that our missal
occupies pride of place in it. Alone of all the exhibits
(and they range from a very early Bible to a Beatles
lyric), it is singled out for digital treatment. There’s a
touch-screen version which allows the visitor to feel that
he is turning the pages of the original, and which gives
him access to thirty-two pages (though it should be
stated that this is under 5% of the whole service-book).
Not only that, but at the press of a zoom button, part of
a page can be enlarged and a scholarly commentary will
appear by its side. The library has one further
technological trick up its sleeve: where plainchant
notation is written out in the text, press the button
marked music and a monastic choir is heard, singing the
passage in question in an appropriately medieval style
and acoustic.

The Missal found its way to the British Library after
extraordinary adventures. Created around the beginning
of the fifteenth century, it will have been in use in the
Abbey until the dissolution in 1539. Thereafter it was
lost until the beginning of the eighteenth century when
it turned up in France. After a hundred years and a
succession of owners, it returned to England, was
bought by the second Duke of Northumberland and
remained in the possession of the Percy family until
1998, when the need to pay a huge bill for inheritance
tax forced a sale. There was a risk that it would go
abroad, but energetic fund-raising by the British Library
averted the danger. Just as well, seeing that it is regarded
as ‘the most spectacular service-book of English
execution to have come down to us from the later Middle
Ages’. And if we are to believe Jim Gibb (and we always
doubt him at our peril), the scribe John Whas will have
worked at his herculean task only a few feet from the old
School House studies. For it is probable that he will have
set up his carrel in the north walk of the original
cloisters, where the light was best.  

Whas seems to have been a member of the monastic
community and to have come from a local family. He will

have collaborated very closely with the Dominican
painter John Siferwas, who undertook the elaboration of
initials and created the hundreds, if not thousands, of
vignettes in the margins of the manuscript.  In view of
the scope of his task, it is possible that his function was
rather that of an artistic director and the leader of a team
of illustrators. Neither of the Johns was a self-effacing
type and indeed on the front cover of this year’s Record,
we see, in addition to part of the liturgy for Trinity
Sunday, the two master craftsmen themselves, John
Whas on the left and John Siferwas, both clad in black
and standing on either side of a pillar, with, on the layer
above, Richard Mitford the bishop of Salisbury and
Robert Brunyng the abbot of Sherborne, who were the
patrons of this ambitious undertaking.

It is possible to date the production of the book to
within a few years. The limits, which can be deduced
from heraldic details (coats of arms were apparently one
of John Siferwas’s particular interests), are 1399 and
1405. So what could be more appropriate than to give
special prominence to this remarkable home-grown
work of art at its sixth centenary? 

1998 Data Protection Act
All data is securely held in the OSS/Sherborne School
Foundation office and will be treated confidentially and with
sensitivity for the benefit of the Old Shirburnian Society,
Sherborne School, the Sherborne School Foundation and their
respective members.  The data is available to our international
chapters, School academic and administrative departments,
recognised alumni, sports and other clubs associated with the
School, and to agents contracted by the above for particular
alumni-related projects.

Data is used for a full range of alumni activities, including the
sending of Society, School and Foundation publications; the
promotion of benefits and services available to alumni,
notification of alumni events and of programmes involving
academic and administrative departments.  Data may also be
used by the Foundation in fundraising programmes, which might
include an element of direct marketing.

Under the terms of the 1998 Data Protection Act you have
the right to object to the use of your data for any of the above.
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Headmaster’s Letter

As I contemplate the beginning of my third year at
Sherborne, it is a pleasure to look back over the

achievements of the past twelve months and to look
forward to an exciting future for the School.

We have managed to improve our academic results
this summer (A-levels: 44% A grades, 73% As and Bs;
GCSEs 25% A* and 56% A grades or better).  On several
counts these can be regarded as our best ever.

We have also been working hard at making sure that
Shirburnians continue to receive a properly rounded
academic education way beyond the mere acquisition of
grades and certificates. In particular, it is important to
encourage exploration outside the often narrow and
prescriptive syllabus; to foster intellectual curiosity and
productive thinking where possible; to offer
opportunities for broadening cultural and academic
horizons.

Similarly it is crucial to strike a balance between work
and all those things which make a Sherborne education
richly varied and truly worthwhile. Our sports teams
have had a superb year, especially at the top level; the
standards delivered in Art, Drama and Music continue to
delight and amaze; the sheer number of activities
pursued and the enjoyment derived from them by staff
and pupils alike are a measure of the ‘added value’ after
which we seek.

We believe that so much more is on offer in a
boarding environment and it is pleasing to be able to
report ever-increasing interest in places at the School
with several houses filling up fast for entry in the second
half of this decade. Our applicants rightly have high
expectations and, during the course of the next year, the
School will be appraised in various ways, culminating in
our second full inspection (the last one was in 1997),
which will be carried out in October 2003.

Certainly there is no room for complacency and I look
forward to encouraging everyone to outdo themselves
and each other in the drive to fulfil and sometimes to
surpass potential.

Olivia and I have so enjoyed meeting Old Shirburnians
at all kinds of recent events. The OS Day earlier this
summer was a huge success and we do hope that you will
want to come to Sherborne for the next one on 17th May
2003. There will be several other opportunities for

getting together both in the UK and during my
forthcoming visit to Boston and New York. The Society
is in particularly good heart at the moment, thanks to
those who have worked so hard on its behalf. Indeed, I
would like to pay special tribute to Tim Heald as
President and to Richard Warren as Secretary for
injecting new life into the organization.

The good health of the OS Society is amply
demonstrated in the pages of this Record, but
continuing success and progress will only be achieved by
every part of the School’s activity, if we continue to
demand a great deal of ourselves and if we are willing to
embrace necessary and essential changes.  Fortunately it
appears that we can anticipate the future with
considerable relish, providing we never allow our vision
to be blurred by complacency. 

Simon Eliot

Simon Eliot tries out the new Fitness Suite



9

International College

The year at the College has passed swiftly, smoothly and
successfully. Whilst the GCSE results for 2002 have

not been published at the time this article is being
prepared, the College is hopeful that the results will
confirm its formidable academic reputation.

One of the many characteristics that distinguish the
College from our brother school is the annual turnover in
our population. Most of our 132 students come to us for
just one year before moving on to more traditional
British boarding schools. About ten of our students have
been offered places at Sherborne this year, including one
exhibitioner who is going into the Sixth Form.

This annual turnover in the student population places
particular responsibilities on the staff to re-create the
College each year, aiming to preserve all that was found
to be good in previous years. The same challenge is also,
of course, an opportunity for the College to introduce
ideas which the staff feel will enhance the educational
experience for our students and give them an even better
preparation for taking their places in British public
schools.

The College has the heavy responsibility of trying to
maintain its reputation year by year as more than 100
new students – mostly unseen and all untested – join the
programme. The struggle is worthwhile however and has
largely been successful over the years.

The key factors in the success of the College are, I
believe, having first-rate staff (teaching and support),
keeping the community small and limiting the size of
classes to around six or seven pupils. These elements
have been present since the College’s foundation (as the
International Study Centre) in 1977.

It was with great pleasure, therefore, that the College
received a visit from Mrs Petronella Macnaghten, whose
late husband, Mr Robin Macnaghten, had set up the
forerunner of the College twenty-five years ago. We were
thrilled to show Mrs Macnaghten how her husband’s
brain-child had developed over the intervening years into
a college of 132 students, which was now co-educational,
on a purpose-built campus with its own separate identity,
and with its own uniform, motto and flag.

Sadly, this same flag had to fly at half-mast three times
this year to mark the College’s respect for events well

beyond the bounds of our campus. The first occasion
was the most significant for our community. The
unprecedented events of September 11 need no further
comment. But as an international community, the
College could identify particularly closely with the
thousands of victims who included members of every
race and religion represented here. Teachers and
students met together in silent assemblies in which each
offered up their own prayers and thoughts not only for
those killed or bereaved, but also for those who would
die or suffer as a result of the inevitable subsequent
military responses.

While the other two occasions were not completely
unexpected, nor of themselves were they events that
would change the world, the deaths of Queen Elizabeth’s
sister, and then of her mother, did also mark the end of
an era. 

In the meantime, the College enthusiastically joined in
the celebrations marking fifty years of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II’s reign. While almost all the rest of
the country was on holiday, the College continued at
work and enjoyed a street party organized by our
catering department, ably led by Mrs Diane Cox. The
medals produced by the College for the occasion have
already become collectors’ items, and we hope that the
commemorative mugs (which were distributed at
Prizegiving) will also be treasured by some of our
students as mementos of their time at the College. 

Mrs Petronella Macnaghten with Dr Christopher Greenfield 
and Phil Hardaker (right)
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All the while, day in, day out, the work at the College
has gone on. I was impressed by the business-like way
in which almost all of last year’s students settled to their
studies straightaway, and maintained very positive
attitudes towards their work throughout the course.
They deserve to do well.

However, it is not only the academic aspects of
College life that contribute to the development of our
students. Sport, art, music, weekend trips, the weekly
activity programme – all are felt to be very important
parts of British education in its wider sense. We all
enjoyed the  music concert and the Westcott musical
production. The art on display in College at the
Prizegiving was also a joy to behold.

As well as bidding farewell to approximately 100
student leavers, the College also said goodbye to some
members of staff, including Dr Richard Ashworth, 
Mr David Edwards and Mrs Jean Adams from the
teaching staff, and Miss Clare Jones, Miss Ebony
Masefield and Mr Chad McFadyen from our graduate
resident assistants. Dr Ashworth, after three years of
teaching Chemistry and house tutoring (most recently
as head of chemistry and assistant housemaster
respectively) has accepted a position at Box Hill School
in Dorking. Mr Edwards, also a house tutor and
Mathematics teacher, is becoming a prep-school master
after only one year with us. Mrs Adams has been
teaching Business Studies at the College since 1997 and

has a very proud record of examination
success. 

The College graduate resident
assistants once again proved to be a real
boon. Their enthusiasm, their talents
and their dedication made a big
impression on the life of the College.

We are looking forward to the new
school year. In addition to King Mswati
House, Cheapside, Westcott House (and
Cutlers in the Lent and Trinity Terms),
the College has converted the 1960s
wing of Westcott (hitherto unused by the
College) as a separate self-contained
House for 18 junior boys. It will be
known as Grosvenor House, taking its
name from the original name of Westcott
– Grosvenor Lodge. This will result in a

net additional capacity of fourteen, bringing the
College’s potential maximum enrolment to just under
150.

The College looks forward to facing up to the new
challenges this latest development will bring.

Dr Christopher Greenfield, Principal

ICSS staff and students celebrate 
the Golden Jubilee with a ‘street’ party

Sherborne School Fees
The current fees are:

Boarders £6,315 per term
Day Boys £4,800 per term

All sons of Old Shirburnians are eligible for OS
Bursaries and prospective applicants should
write to the Honorary Treasurer of the OS
Society.

An application for a Bursary can always be
made during a boy’s time at Sherborne, should
the parents’ financial circumstances then
warrant it. Normally application forms are
sent to parents of all prospective applicants
two years before their sons are due at
Sherborne.
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School Development

This has been another exceptionally busy year for the
School in terms of the development of its

infrastructure, and there is already much to show for the
investment made.  

First and foremost, of course, has been the
conversion of part of the Carrington building into a first
class Art School. This
new facility capitalises
on the best features
of the Carrington,
providing the space
and light so necessary
to the subject. Much of
the original fabric of
the Carrington has
been retained right
down to the old

radiators. There is
still a small
second phase to
be carried out
when funds are
available and this
will include a kiln
room and a
resident artist’s
studio. In the

meantime, however, the present facility includes the Holt
Gallery, a three-dimensional atelier with mezzanine floor,
large and small studios, a conference facility, a resources
space, a digital production suite and a print room. There
is also a courtyard for outdoor displays.

At the same time, space has been found in the
Carrington for a refurbished Geography Department and
a new Economics Department, together with some
additional space for English and a well-equipped Drama
studio. The total investment to provide all these facilities
is about £650,000.

Alongside the Carrington, the Technology Department
is also undergoing a major refurbishment to provide a

facility that meets all the requirements for teaching
Design and Technology in an up-to-date context; this
project will be completed at a cost of about £150,000 by
the beginning of the academic year 2002-03.  

Completed in the autumn of last year was the
transformation of the Fives Courts and, with the help of
the Foundation, the School now has five excellent courts.
Unfortunately, there has to be a balance in what can be
provided in cost terms, and the sixth court has been
given to the Technology Department as a machine shop
and store.  It was just not possible to fit this requirement
into the existing Design and Technology scheme without
an expensive new construction.

Elsewhere in the
School, the upgrading
of Abbeylands continues
and new Sixth Form
studies and realigned
dormitories for the
Third and Fourth 
Forms will be ready 
for occupation in
September 2002.  This
will allow work to start
on creating a resident
tutor’s flat out of the
existing Sixth Form accommodation. The Abbeylands
refurbishment is entering the third year of a four-year
programme at a cost of about £250,000 per annum. Our
appreciation must go to the Housemaster, Michael
Weston, for his patience and forbearance during this
prolonged refurbishment.

In the course of the year, a superbly equipped new
fitness suite has been created in the Sports Centre. This
is proving very popular with boys and staff alike and is
also open to the local community.  Much of the credit for
this project must go to Steve Clayton, a member of the
School’s PE Department, whose energy and persistence
have been decisive in bringing this project into being.  

Lastly, the modernisation of the second half of
Westcott House will also be completed by September;
the first half was refurbished two years ago to take
International College girls, and the second phase will

The Art School returns

New Studies at Abbeylands
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provide accommodation for
International College junior boys.
The junior boys’ part of the house
will be known as Grosvenor
House, derived from the original
name of the building.

Some OS may have noticed
that the Upper has been with-
out a cricket scoreboard this
season and this deserves some
explanation. The original score-
board was burnt down in an arson
attack last winter. Necessarily, the
replacement, which will be an electronic scoreboard
linked to the pavilion, will need to be vandal-proof, and
this entails encasing it in a brick-built structure with
steel shutters. There have been some planning
difficulties with this concept, but these are now resolved

and the new scoreboard will be in
place for the next cricket season.

As this is my last contribution
to The Record, I would like to pay
tribute to the members of the
Schools Works Department under
the leadership of Ian Semple for
their tremendous efforts in
successfully juggling conflicting
priorities and meeting often
seemingly impossible deadlines,
whilst achieving very high
standards of workmanship.  The

fact that Ian Semple is now looking after both Sherborne
School and Sherborne School for Girls makes his and his
Department’s achievements all the more creditable.

The Foundation

There is an element of vainglorious pride in
announcing record results for any year, and this sits

uncomfortably when one remembers that any such
announcements are as a result of the continued and
increasing generosity of Old Shirburnians, parents and
other friends of the School. It is therefore with all due
humility that I record that, in the year ended 30th June
2002, the Sherborne School Foundation generated an
income of some £1,044,000, double its intended target.

In what is only its third full year of operation, this is
an astonishing figure. It represents an increase of 200%
since 2000/1, has enabled us to undertake a number of
major projects, and establishes us as one of the most
successful such operations in the UK, all thanks to our
supporters who continue to show their faith in
Sherborne and its future.

Capital Projects
The most immediate capital project, and the largest
undertaken by the Foundation to date, is the new all-
weather pitch, to be sited on Carey’s and equipped with

floodlighting.  By the time this edition is published, work
should be well on the way to completing this exciting

John Thorne, Bursar

The Fitness Suite in the Sports Centre

Work starts on the new all-weather pitch
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new facility ready for the new hockey season. Many OS
will be pleased to learn that the pitch will be named in
honour of Hughie Holmes, a stipulation of the
anonymous donors whose generosity has made this
development possible and one which was welcomed by
the School.

A less obvious new project, but one which could have
a life-or-death impact upon the sailors in the School, is
the imminent purchase of a new rigid inflatable safety
tender for the sailing club. The Foundation also hopes to
provide a new 420 dinghy for championship racing
during the course of 2002/3.

Lest it be thought that only sport receives Foundation
backing, the new Holt Gallery in the refurbished Art
School  was opened in May by the widow of Oliver Holt,
after whom the gallery was named. The Foundation
intends to continue to support the Art School and has
secured the funding for a new kiln and is looking to
finance a video-editing suite and a photographic
darkroom.

Substantial progress has been made in regard to the
new Music Recording Studio, with the outline plans
having been drawn up and planning permission soon to
be applied for. Additional funds, however, will be
required to equip the new facility to a beneficial
standard. The Foundation therefore continues to look
for supporters for this project.

The same could also be said for the Upper Pavilion,
where over half the required funds have been raised, but
another £100,000 is still needed to enable us to go
ahead with its refurbishment and extension in line with
the plans which have already received permission.

Scholarships and Endowed Funds
The establishment of the Mr and Mrs R B Edbrooke
Bursary and Scholarship is a major step forward in the
Foundation’s mission to endow the School properly for
the benefit of future generations of Shirburnians.  This
£250,000 fund has been created to safeguard the
education of boys whose parents are unable to continue
to pay the fees. The fund seeks to ensure that a boy in
this position will be able to continue his Sherborne
education, at least until the next exam level.  In addition,

the Owl Scholarship and Bursary has been established
which will fund a child through the School from
September 2003 and negotiations are well advanced to
create another similar scheme.

The Shirburnian Database ‘on-line’
Somewhat delayed by technical teething problems, the
Old Shirburnian on-line database was finally launched at
the beginning of August and has already attracted over
2,500 visits from over 700 Old Shirburnians. This joint
venture with the Old Shirburnian Society, at
http://sherborne.scholastica.net (please note there is no
‘www’ at the beginning), allows every OS the
opportunity to check his own record and update it, as
well as to search for long-lost schoolfriends, to see what
events are being held, and to link through to the various
other Sherborne sites.  

It is worth emphasizing that such a system works on
the basis of information shared by individual Old
Shirburnians. One cannot find out information on
another old boy unless that person has ‘disclosed’ such
data having visited the site himself. The effectiveness of
the system is therefore dependent upon as many OS as
possible logging on and sharing what data they choose
with the rest of the Shirburnian community. If you have
forgotten or mislaid your password and login details,
contact the Foundation office on 01935 810556 or email
foundation@sherborne.org

Events
The first Old Shirburnian Day in many a year, held in
May, was a great success, and the Foundation was
delighted to fund the reunion Gaudy lunch held for those
who left Sherborne from 1961-65. Over 400 OS and
their partners attended and the weather was extremely
kind. The next such invitation will be for 17th May 2003
when, although all OS are welcome for the day, the
Gaudy lunch will be for those who left Sherborne from
1966-70 inclusive.

International gatherings continue to establish
themselves in the calendar, and over the year events
were held in Boston, New York, Singapore and Hong
Kong, with the Headmaster attending the last-named.
This year sees a still more ambitious programme with 
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the addition of events in California and Toronto as well
as visits to France, Spain, Switzerland and Texas.
Sherborne School for Girls is also treading this path and
joint receptions are being held wherever feasible.

Particular mention should be made of our sister
organization, the American Friends of Sherborne Inc.,
which is continuing to develop apace under the
leadership of Tim Hunt (g 45-49), and whose annual
board meeting the Headmaster is attending in October
in Boston. The AFS is an US-registered charity which
allows US taxpayers to support Sherborne and still
enjoy all the tax benefits of supporting non-profit
organizations.  

Last but not least has been the Foundation’s support
for ‘profession-based’ events, with the highly successful
Property Dinner last October at the Royal Ocean Yacht
Club, hosted by Mike Slade (c 60-65), and the City and
Finance Dinner this November at the City Club under
the auspices of John Peat (d 65-70). Volunteers who are
willing to host similar events are welcome and should
contact the Foundation office.

The Foundation Website
The Sherborne School Foundation’s website,
www.sherborne.org.uk, has undergone a radical
overhaul over the summer and now has a host of
information on past, present and future projects, full
copies of our annual accounts, items on how to support
the Foundation including a major section on legacies, as

well as contact details, the names of the Trustees, and an
outline of our fundamental philosophy. Old Shirburnians
are invited to browse the site at their leisure.

Legacies
It is with a mixture of sadness and pride that I report
that over £300,000 of our 2001/2 income came in the
form of legacies from Old Shirburnians and former staff.
We have been staggered by the generosity of our
supporters in pledging over £8,000,000 to the
Foundation in their wills, but we did not expect, and
cannot but be saddened, that so much has been passed
on to us so soon.

What it does reiterate, however, and what the
progress we have been able to make this year as shown
above makes clear, is that the importance of legacies to
the future achievement of the Foundation and the future
development of Sherborne cannot be overestimated. I
would urge all Shirburnians, when revising their wills, to
consider making a modest bequest to the Foundation
and so allow us to continue with this work so well begun.

Thanks
It only remains for me to thank each and every Old
Shirburnian who has supported the Foundation over the
past year for their faith in us and their generosity.  The
Trustees hope, in their turn, that the creation of both
new opportunities and new facilities at Sherborne will
continue to attract your support and that still more can
be achieved in the years to come. They also hope and
trust that the efforts we have made to create a resource
for Old Shirburnians will be utilised – careers advice,
work placements, gap-year support, hosting events, and
helping the network in any other way.  Every little helps:
every pound, every dollar, every euro, every lunch, every
bit of time spent with a young OS, every night’s
hospitality. It is all these things which will keep the
School, the Foundation, and the OS community vibrant,
forward-looking, confident and strong.

Thank you to every single one of you who has helped
thus far and, for those of you yet to take the plunge,
please, please come on in . . . the water’s lovely!

Julian Smyth
Director, Sherborne School Foundation

A Hog-roast at the Archers’ concludes the OS Day
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Trustees of the Foundation
Anthony Cassidy (b 52-56)
Charles Eglington (g 51-56)
Michael French (Chairman) (a 61-65)
Graeme Gilchrist (a 48-53)
Michael Hatchard (c 69-73)
Anthony Howland Jackson (d 55-59)
Guy Hudson (m 76-80)
Randal MacDonnell (a 52-56)

James May (h 62-67)
Nicholas Owen (past parent)
John Paine (g 48-53)
Jeremy Paulson-Ellis (g 57-62)
Miles Ritchie (c 74-78)
Ian Robertson (d 60-65)
Michael Slade (c 60-65)
Maurice Thompson (m 71-76)

The School Year in Retrospect
Commemoration 2002

The preacher at the Commemoration Service was the
Rt. Rev’d Paul Barber, MA, Former Bishop of

Brixworth (OS). The speaker at Prizegiving was Tim
Heald, Esq., MA, the President of the Old Shirburnian
Society.

There was also a full programme of events, musical,
sporting and dramatic, with many displays and
exhibitions.

The Headmaster’s Speech

You will, I know, be pleased to hear that if there’s one
thing that I have learned in the past twelve months, it

is that on this occasion last year I took too much
advantage of my rookie status and went on for much too
long.  

‘Therefore, since brevity is the soul of wit,
And tediousness the limbs and outward flourishes,
I will be brief’, or as brief as I can be, without being a
Polonius.

Today is the day when we commemorate the School:
its glorious history, its successful present and its
promising future. Above all, it is the celebration of our
community and all that it stands for.

Last Sunday, during a delightful lunch with the School
Prefects in the garden of Abbey Grange, I asked a group

of boys what they would
miss most from their
time at Sherborne. The
immediate reply was
not surprising: ‘the
community’. What was
meant by this?

I suspect that in a
world of rapidly shifting
values, of moral
uncertainties, of the
dislocation of the family
and the uprooting of
local traditions and
local communities, that
sense of wanting to be
part of a purposeful, interdependent and reliable unit is
strong. Is the fact that eight million people apparently
tune in to observe what is going on in the closed house
of Big Brother mere voyeurism or is it too fanciful to
suggest that there is a kind of general longing for
togetherness and above all for a communal unit of some
sort?

In such a context, the community spirit of a school
like Sherborne is a valuable, life-enhancing and, for
some, essential bedrock of their existence, be they
teenager or child of a member of Common Room or one
of our kitchen staff or a teacher.
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Let me tell you about two separate days during this
Trinity term when our community showed itself to be as
strong and uplifting as ever.

The first was on 18th May, the re-galvanized Old
Shirburnian Day, when we were visited by some 450 OS
and their consorts. On the whole the School carried on
as normal (although I venture to say that Peter and
Diana Watts don’t have 120 to tea in School House every
day), while the Old Shirburnians, some of whom had not
been back to their old School for decades, enjoyed
looking at old haunts, marvelled at new buildings, sang
hymns in chapel with great gusto (and how important it
is to be able to sing together as we still do today and did
this morning) and swapped stories and memories over
the years. One OS of the 1950s had been approached by
an unrecognisable contemporary who used the occasion
to apologize for his behaviour towards him in the Day
Room in Lyon in 1956. He’d been thinking about it for
nearly half a century and felt much better for being able
at last to get it off his chest.  I rather hope that in these
more enlightened days such problems are cleared up
much more quickly, but my point is that the shared
experiences of these Old Shirburnians, pleasant or even
unpleasant, made them all a part of this community and
linked the past with the present at a time when too many
influences seem to militate against a celebration of the
past. Surely Commem is when we can do just that.

The second memorable day was Friday 7th June,
when, at the end of that great Jubilee week, we
refashioned the school timetable to take account of
events in Japan and Korea. Everyone who wanted it was
supplied with a packed lunch and enabled to watch the 
1 – 0 victory over Argentina. At 6.15 pm the entire
School packed into the Abbey for a Jubilee service which
ended with us all singing Jerusalem as one body,
standing in the nave as well as the pews and, from where
I stood in the choir, the scene resembled that gigantic
Jubilee crowd seen in the Mall on the previous Tuesday.
We all then trooped off to the Courts where our catering
staff had laid on a celebratory barbecue for everyone,
including beer for the Sixth Form. A sense of community
had touched each one of us, I’m sure.

What that Prefect was really talking about last Sunday
was, I suspect, above all friendship and the importance
of genuine friendship has been a steady theme running
through the series of outstanding addresses given by

members of the Sixth Form at the Friday night candlelit
Eucharist in chapel.  If you want to see the community
at its strongest, that is where you’ll find it.

And, of course, the strength of the links, which bind
us together, has been tested in the last fortnight of term
when we have all had to come to terms with the sudden
loss of William Yates from a cancer, which was only
diagnosed in the week before he died.  Now is not the
moment to dwell on the tragedy, but the one positive
thing that has emerged from it all is the way in which the
community has pulled together to cope with a most
distressing and difficult time . . .

My main job and pleasure today is to say thank you to
a variety of people: to all parents – for supplying us with
your splendid sons and for loyally supporting our joint
endeavours on their behalf, and especially, to the parents
of those who are leaving Sherborne today.  

Thanks to all members of the School – for what you
have put into Sherborne during the course of this year,
in the hope that you have got a good deal out of the
place in return. In particular I’d like to pay tribute to a
remarkable group of School Prefects who have led by
example and contributed an enormous amount to the
well-being and smooth running of the place in countless
ways of which few people are aware. The two Heads of
School, Andrew Morley-Smith (e) and Jake Britten (m),
have been simply beyond compare and will be a difficult
double-act to follow. My best wishes and thanks go to
them and to all leavers – good luck to you!

Thanks to all members of the staff – on the teaching
and non-teaching sides. Your dedicated hard work is
greatly appreciated, even if it
may not always seem like
that at the time!  Special
thanks to the Housemasters,
who bear the brunt of the
work in any boarding school,
and to senior management
members who keep me in
order and offer their
constant wisdom and
support.

We have to say farewell to
some members of staff, of
course. First, there are two
men called Davis! Ian

Retiring are Ian Davies . . . 



17

(Davies with an e) joined the Music School staff thirty-
seven years ago, did his stint before going off to Opera
North and then returned for a second go at Sherborne’s
string-players, until sadly he was forced to retire owing
to ill-health earlier this year. Ian, you have been
a wonderfully avuncular, wise and inspiring
schoolmaster-musician. We will particularly miss seeing
your facial expressions as you accompany your pupils

in recital! Enjoy your
retirement with Val and
the children.

Mike (Davis without
an e) has also been at
Sherborne a long time,
far longer than any of
you might think. I was
leafing through a back-
number of Country
Life the other day – the
edition of 17th June
1916, as a matter of
fact – and I came 
across an article about
Sherborne School. In
wonderfully purple
prose it described Mike,
and I quote:

‘As a home of Rugby football, Sherborne will yield
precedence to no school of her own size, nor, indeed, to
many who are much larger, and for years she has been
fortunate, according to her desert, in having her games
watched over by one of the keenest sportsmen who ever
played rugby football. To many generations of boys
Sherborne football and Mike Davis have been
synonymous terms, and even now, though it is thirty
years since he last won an international cap, there are
many who will confess that, when they see him
suddenly stride upon the field, scatter a practice side in
all directions, take his place in the scrum, and heave a
whole side over in his demonstration of ‘how to do the
thing’, the tremendous vitality of the Sherborne games
master seems like an imperishable type of all that
Sherborne has achieved, in her more militant aspect,
through all the quarters of the globe.’

Well, it was written in 1916, by Arthur Waugh, and it
was actually describing John Carey (who gave his name
to Carey’s), but it might as well have been Mike Davis,
whose talents as a Housemaster, Mathematics teacher
and Elvis sound-alike are well known to us all.  Mike,
thank you . . . 

Finally, the School owes a huge debt of gratitude to
our outgoing Bursar, John Thorne, who has steered the
financial ship through thirteen years of mixed fortunes.
And yet John has presided over an unprecedented
investment of over £12 million in works and
maintenance over the last ten years. In the last twelve
months alone, we have reopened the magnificent
Carrington Building, including the Holt Gallery (and
what a marvellous facility that is – do go and see the
exhibition today); we have replaced a large number of
sailing dinghies; we have equipped the sparkling
Fitness Suite in the Sports Centre; we have continued
the work on Abbeylands and, with the help of the
Foundation, the Fives Courts are now refurbished and
in full use. Exciting developments such as the new all-
weather pitch and the rejuvenated Design Technology
building await next year and the Foundation has also
raised scholarship and bursary money for boys who
would otherwise not be able to come to Sherborne. But,
in the end, John has been a great Bursar because he
himself is a man of good humour, of considerable
expertise, patience and great common sense. He is,

quite simply, a gentleman. He
and Gill, along with Mike and
Jenny and Ian and Val, all live
locally and we will continue to
see them around town for
many years to come. We send
them our best wishes in their
respective retirements.

It merely remains for me to
wish you all, as members of
this great community which we
commemorate today, a very
happy summer, and to those
who become Old Shirburnians
tonight, I wish you all the luck
in the world.

. . . and Mike Davis

John Thorne hands over
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Chapel Notes

Tradition and Innovation, Stability and Surprise are
two pairs of words that I keep in mind when planning

the spiritual life of the School, and especially its
worship. There is an important balance to be struck
between providing a firm, stable Christian base to
school life, while also allowing boys to ask profound
questions about the meaning and purpose of life. The
spiritual life of the School should feel so secure that it
becomes easy for people to ask difficult questions. The
regular routine of worship should be robust enough to
deal with variations and provide an arena to help us all
cope when life is shocking. 

Achieving this state of affairs demands that certain
conditions operate across the whole School. Theology
needs to be well taught and should be respected as an
academic discipline. Boys should look forward to its
lessons as a time of revelation and relevance. The
Personal Development Course needs to be sensitively
constructed and viewed as a safe place to express and
revise opinions. The atmosphere created by the staff
throughout the School needs to be compassionate.
Spiritual and moral development should be thought of as
a possible part of every lesson in every subject in every
classroom. ‘Chapel’ needs the support of all the staff and
the quality of its life must be good.

Let me share a few examples from the past year that
might add flesh to this vision of the School’s spiritual
life. The Friday Night Eucharist is a great tradition. It is
well presented, well attended, reflective in nature and
has a tangible, spiritual depth. During this year, ten Sixth
Form boys and one girl have given addresses at this
service. They spoke with wisdom, sensitivity and
frankness. I have worked in few places that could have
matched the quality of these talks from within their
congregations. 

The regularity of our Abbey Services and the boys’
willingness to participate, together with their openness
to its atmosphere, has meant that we can dare to
experiment with its contents. On the final Sunday of the
Lent Term, the whole School took part in the dramatic
reading of the eighty verses that describe the betrayal,
trial and death of Jesus. Boys took individual parts,
Houses played the parts of various groups such as
Scribes and Pharisees, and the whole School became the

crowd shouting both ‘hosanna’ and, later, ‘crucify’. In
our Jubilee Service the boys were persuaded to stand
shoulder to shoulder outside their pews, as one body, for
the singing of the final hymn and the blessing at the
close of the service. 

Towards the end of the summer term, the strength
of the spiritual life of the school was severely tested with
the shocking and sudden death of William Yates, a
popular member of the Upper Sixth. In the midst of this
tragic event I became acutely aware of how vital the
Chapel is to the life of the School. The tears shed there;
individuals lighting candles; the shared, profound
silence of the packed building as the School gathered,
voluntarily, on the night of Will’s death proved what a
very special rôle the Chapel plays at the centre of the
community. 

There is a unique atmosphere at the heart of our
School. The boys’ ability to use the Chapel in those
terrible days after Will’s death came about because of its
central place in the daily life of the School. This
centrality set alongside high quality teaching of theology
combined with the compassionate care of staff and boys
for one another creates this special atmosphere. My
hope is that its mysterious existence at the heart of our
School may also be present in the hearts of the boys
when they leave the School, and so help them face all
that adult life will bring.   

The Rev’d Mark Aitken, Chaplain

The Chaplain sacrifices his beard for the sake of the Lent
Term Project
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Art
Soon after, the darknes chased away, and the cleare
and golden sunne arose.

Lucius Apuleius 

This was a golden time, the time of a golden jubilee and
of walls painted in yellow. The colour of lemon zest

was the closest approximation to gold we could come up
with in a new Art School, back again, where once there
was an old Art School, in the studios of the Carrington
building, tilted towards the silver of northern light. 

The new building has also welcomed two important
new members of staff: Andrew Stooke, the dinosaur in
the lost art world on the skirt of the campus, was joined
by Kara Higgins and Martin Goold, whose mammalian
cognition have brought a succinct clarity to the beautiful
new spaces near the centre. 

In the warm blood of the complex, the new primary
organ has been the Gallery funded by the generosity of
the family of Oliver Holt and dedicated in his memory. At
the opening of the gallery, visiting OS were
overwhelmed by the lavish spaces in the building. These
rooms have been stripped back in the recent conversion
to their original proportions and enhanced with a hint of
post light-industrial minimalist furnishings and a
magnificent new steel staircase. This rises in the former
silk mill building to a pristine mezzanine level created in
the high space. The new level actually acts as a brace
tying the old structure together. 

On the day of the opening, some were perplexed by
the fuss. In their memories of the School this was where
the Art School had always been. They were unaware of
its sojourn, for a quarter of a century, at the edge of the
School. Those I spoke to recalled with affection Ruth
Jervis and Bill Anstice Brown. The new facilities on
show in this area now offer a range of activities that
were, in some cases, unrecognisable to those schooled
in wood-engraving and the tradition of Thomas Girtin
and Cotman, not that these traditions do not remain
dynamic and active alongside all the others. 

The exhibition in the gallery reflected the new
dedication of the area and the memories of the past.
Archive photographs, chosen for their poetic criteria
from the Beckett Room, showed the area as a garden
before the construction of the Carrington. Further
exhibits reminded visiting OS of the rifle range that lay
down one side of the buildings and of the laboratories
that had recently occupied the space, and whose
distinctive odour, even now, lingers in the air. 

The International Art Study Tour continues to be the
School’s main educational travel initiative. Following
9/11 our first intention to return to New York had to be
abandoned and a visit to Paris was arranged to placate
the wanderlust of the School. The enthusiasm generated
by the previous year’s visit to New York encouraged
seventy members of the School to participate. The list of
museums makes exhausting reading but my highlight

Staff Changes

The following members of the teaching staff left at
the end of the Trinity Term:

Mr J. I. W. Davies, to retirement
Mr A. M. Davis, to retirement

New Appointments:
Miss G. A. Hazzleton, to teach Modern Languages
Mrs H. G. C. Llewellyn, to teach English and Drama
Mr P. P. G. MacDonald, to teach History
Mr P. M. Ryan, to teach Mathematics

The Holt Gallery
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was our visit to the new contemporary art space in the
Palais de Tokyo, just a week after it had opened. Ours
was the first UK group to visit. The style of the building’s
conversion confirmed many of the aesthetic decisions
made in our own art facilities and have influenced us in
the way we set up exhibitions in the Holt Gallery.

Other OS who came to Commemoration were
surprised by the extremely high standard of the
students’ work. This has flourished in new areas as is
clear from the scale of the work and the confidence of
the artists. Someone commented that the Art School
bore favourable comparison with London’s stylish
Institute of Contemporary Arts. Certainly the Art School
intends to build a School audience for art, willing and
able to be the vital, informed, engaged and critical
context in which art can have meaning and importance;
a School in which art can happen rather than simply be.
There is no doubt that, beside the riches of the golden
stone buildings in the town and so close to the luminous
windows of the Abbey, a high ambition is needed to
move still closer to the beauty at the centre of the town. 

Andrew Stooke, Director of Art

Drama

As ever, Sherborne’s play productions were diverse in
2001/02, providing opportunities and experience on

and off stage.
Paul Carling directed The Green in Max Frisch’s The

Fire Raisers in October. It is a provocative play which
required concentration both from the principal
characters and the ensemble, who operated in the
manner of a Greek Chorus. Wallace House presented
Peter Terson’s Zigger-Zagger in November under
Patricia Harris’s direction.  In many ways it is a period
piece, but the rumblings of disaffected youth set against
the backdrop of football hooliganism meant that it
struck contemporary chords as well. Giles Robinson
directed the main school production in the Michaelmas
term, Jean Anouilh’s Becket. Tom Fox-Davis’s relaxed
yet dangerous presentation of King Henry II won the
Pitman Cup.

A large cast from The Digby presented The Scarlet
Pimpernel in January, directed by Chris Hamon. It was

good to see so many of the House involved (as was the
case with Wallace). Lyon concluded the House play
programme in February, with Terence Rattigan’s French
Without Tears, directed by Jennie Ward. Older
members of the House took a belated stab at acting
alongside more established faces. The School
production in the Lent term was Shakespeare’s The
Tempest, directed by David Hedison. The director took
full advantage of video and sound projection to present
a contemporary and haunting interpretation of this
complex play.

Public examination commitments spanning three
school years meant that it was not possible to mount a
full-scale production at Commemoration. However, in an
evening of one-act plays, Andrew Morley-Smith (e)

directed members of the
Fourth Form in a spoof of Enid
Blyton’s Famous Five stories
(at the same time as gaining 4
As at A level), Giles Robinson
directed Harold Pinter’s
chilling One For the Road and
a Lower Sixth group reprised
their powerful AS Drama and
Theatre Studies piece entitled
Where Are We Going?

Moments from (clockwise)
The Scarlet Pimpernel,

Becket and Zigger-Zagger
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Patricia Harris will retire in January 2003 after more
than thirty years of involvement with drama at
Sherborne as wardrobe mistress, director, and teacher
of Third Form drama.  Her energy, enthusiasm and skill
will be greatly missed.

Patricia’s replacement as wardrobe mistress is
Margaret Cracknell. Jim Donnelly, our new theatre
technician, has settled into Sherborne very well, and
Hannah Llewellyn joined us in September as an English
and Drama teacher.  She will bring much expertise to
her rôles both inside and outside the classroom.

In January we took possession of the studio which
has been created as part of the Carrington Block
redevelopment. Its principal use will be as a teaching
and performance space, but it will also be beneficial as
an extra rehearsal space for School and House plays. In
addition, it can be booked for use, when time permits,
by other departments for teaching purposes. The Powell
Theatre has benefited from rewiring, a new lighting
desk, new speakers, better emergency lighting and the
installation of burglar and smoke alarms.  It is an
impressive facility.

A growing number of boys not only study Drama and
Theatre Studies at A level but also involve themselves in
extra-curricular drama. However, it is still possible for
occasional actors to make a significant contribution.

Giles Robinson, Head of Drama

Music

Another busy year over-flowing with concerts saw the
department continuing to thrive. At the time of

writing, the Third Form intake, the biggest for some
years, is continuing a healthy trend and once again a
high percentage have asked to learn an instrument.
Many have chosen to learn two or even three! 

At A-level, Christopher Stripp (e) achieved an A and
Tom Baynton (f) a B. Both were fully active in many
areas of School music and have gone  on to study 
the subject, Christopher at
Manchester where he will
embark on the intensive joint
course at the University and the
Royal Northern College of
Music. He came to us in the
Lower Sixth from a Cornish
comprehensive having already
demonstrated his commitment
to the clarinet. Many schools,
including one of the four
‘specialist’ music schools, were
keen to offer him an education
in the Sixth Form, but
Christopher had no hesitation
in selecting Sherborne for his
final years at school. None of
us was in the least bit surprised
when he was offered the
position of Principal Bass
Clarinettist in the National Youth Orchestra. So he took
his place in the very large orchestra which performed at
this year’s Henry Wood Promenade concerts when Sir
Simon Rattle conducted Mahler’s eighth symphony. Tom
meanwhile begins a four-year course at the Guildhall
School of Music and Drama.

Musical Society
The ongoing work on the Abbey roof meant a change of
venue for the second year running, and so it was an
orchestra of some seventy players and a chorus of one
hundred and sixty singers who decamped to Wells
Cathedral for what turned out to be a splendid
performance of Elgar’s masterpiece, The Dream of

The Tempest in the Powell Theatre

Chris Stripp 
won an NYO place
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Gerontius. The soloists were three of the country’s top
singers, the mezzo-soprano and tenor being particularly
associated with this work, and their professionalism and
experience helped to mould a deeply moving
performance, though it was the chorus who stole the
show with some fine disciplined singing. 

Chapel Choir
Members of the choir, together with our Chamber
Orchestra and the Schola Cantorum from Leweston,
undertook a very successful tour of northern Portugal,
giving concerts and leading the worship in a number of
churches. As always, they were excellent ambassadors
for our schools, while enjoying the opportunities
afforded by the beautiful architecture and acoustic
properties of the buildings in which they performed.

Sinfonia Orchestra at St. Antony’s Leweston
On a balmy summer’s evening a small audience was full
of praise for the hard work which had clearly gone into
rehearsals for the Sinfonia’s annual concert. The
developing skills of this junior orchestra were amply
demonstrated, confirming what a valuable training
opportunity this is for those who aspire to the dizzy
heights of the Symphony Orchestra.

Swing Band
As usual the Christmas concert attracted a capacity
audience and for the first time ever featured dancing
girls on the BSR stage. The highlight of the Swing
Band’s year was undoubtedly the recent trip to Cuba, an
outstanding success in every respect.

National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain
By the time The Record is distributed, James Leakey (b)
and Robert Beardwell (g) will have auditioned for this
prestigious orchestra and we all hope that they will have
progressed to the second round of the selection process. 

National Chamber Music Competition for Schools
Three groups took part in this year’s competition, of
which the one comprising James Leakey (b),
Christopher Stripp (e) and Thomas Huang (g) won
through to the Finals Concert held at St. John’s, Smith
Square, London. It was unfortunate that they were
unable to appear on account of a prior engagement with
the Symphony Orchestra at St. George’s, Bristol that
same evening. 

Concerts
It has again been a busy year for all our instrumentalists,
many of whom performed in the series of Friday
lunchtime concerts, and in our orchestras and
ensembles. The Combined Schools’ Symphony
Orchestra and Sinfonia, together with the Concert Band,
performed to great acclaim at the end of term concert in
December. In March the Symphony Orchestra gave its
biennial performance at St. George’s, Bristol. An
appreciative audience was treated to another  exciting
and varied programme, featuring some of our schools’
most talented musicians. Concertos by Lutoslawski 
and Khatchaturian for clarinet and violin respectively 

Choir and Chamber Orchestra in Portugal

Symphony Orchestra at St. George’s, Bristol
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were framed by an overture by Schubert, a tone poem by
Smetana and the Capriccio Espagnol by Rimsky-
Korsakov, a real tour de force for any orchestra, in which
the composer has set out to display the various
sonorities and colours of a full symphonic ensemble in a
wonderfully vivid depiction of Spain. The players all rose
to the technical challenges which the piece presents and
brought from the audience a rapturous reception.
Improved as the audience figures were, there still
remains much to be done to encourage others to attend
and support this pinnacle of the three schools’ music
programme.

Plans for the Chamber Orchestra were somewhat
thwarted by the premature retirement due to ill-health of
one of the School’s most highly respected masters. Ian
Davies, as Head of Strings in a career spanning over
thirty years, has given himself wholeheartedly to his
pupils and to the School community as a whole. He has
worked with tireless dedication and has been an
inspiration to all, irrespective of their individual talents;
he has been single-handedly responsible for the
excellence of the string playing at Sherborne and has
been sorely missed since he was forced to give up
teaching at the end of the Lent Term. He was
nevertheless able to witness the fruits of some of his
labours when Alistair Hardie (e), already an
accomplished violinist, took over his baton as conductor
of the chamber orchestra. Thus the orchestra was able
to honour its commitment to the Sherborne Abbey
Festival and gave a most enjoyable opening concert
before a large appreciative audience. Alistair continued
to train them for the remainder of the Trinity Term and
also led them on a most successful tour of Northern
Portugal together with members of the Chapel Choir and
Schola Cantorum from Leweston.

OS Day Concert
A small audience attended a chamber concert mid-
afternoon, the Swing Band having also provided music
during an open-air lunch in the grounds of the New
Music School.

Musician in Residence
A letter out of the blue from Alec Roth proved to be the
start of a most exciting and rewarding adventure for the

department. Although the idea of a composer-in-
residence had occasionally been mooted, the impetus
eventually came from outside and it was for the latter
part of the Lent and whole of the Trinity term that Alec
joined the department as, as he put it, ‘an extra pair of
ears’. Having accepted a commission from the Bath
International Festival to compose a String Quartet for
performance in May 2002, Alec found the noise and
bustle of central London too great a distraction and
sought alternative accommodation in quiet and stress-
free surroundings. A large number of boys appreciated
his presence and he offered guidance and
encouragement to budding composers and conductors.
We hope that this will be the start of a long series of
residencies.

Careers Department

It was surely only four or five years ago when they were
in my class, as we explored the foothills of a new

language; but I must be wrong, for here they are,
responding to our survey of 1995 leavers. They reflect
the great diversity of Shirburnians’ aspirations and
careers: I last saw James on parade at Sandhurst; Adrian
and Phil have made great strides in the worlds of fashion
and rock music; while Chris turned up one day to ask for
advice on teaching English abroad. However, there is
often a common thread in these careers and others
disclosed in the survey, whose strands are enthusiasm,
tenacity and adaptability.

Dates for Your Diary
Sunday 1st December 2002 

Joint Schools’ Concert in the Big Schoolroom

Wednesday 12th February 2003
Mozart’s Requiem 

performed by The Musical Society in the Abbey 

Sunday 23rd March 2003
Symphony Orchestra Concert at 

St. John’s,  Smith Square, London

Paul Ellis, Director of Music



24

I would not like to judge how much these qualities were
nurtured at Sherborne, but it is not, I think, a coincidence that
our Higher Education guru, Rob Lloyd, spent many days last
winter addressing boys – and disconcerted visitors – from a
makeshift bed on the Careers room floor after a serious back
operation which would have confined many others to
barracks.

This has certainly been a year when we have all had to
make adjustments. The first Sixth Form students to have
passed through the labyrinth of AS marking criteria had to
decipher the increasingly complicated hieroglyphics of the
new UCAS Tariff system. Fortunately, it seems that most
admissions tutors have been sympathetic to the plight of
these New Age applicants.

We are aware that universities are also having to make
critical adjustments, and I was disturbed to hear from a
former student, who had just graduated from a ‘prestigious’
university popular with Shirburnians, that he had not been
required to submit a single piece of written work in the first
term of his final year.  As we had heard similar comments
about other courses elsewhere, we decided to conduct a
survey among a few current Old Shirburnian undergraduates.
We are grateful to the many who replied to both
questionnaires, and some of the replies contained very full
and helpful comments, which have proved invaluable in our
advice to current students.

Similarly enlightening were the insights into university life
offered by Jon Ellen, Chris Hopkins, Charlie Vaughan-Lee and
Charlie Walsh on their return to Sherborne. Adaptability was
again in evidence, but might not have been required to the
same extent, if prospectuses had been read more carefully!

Over half the delegates at the Lower Sixth Careers
Convention in February were Old Shirburnians.  One of the
most rewarding features of work in this department is to see
the hesitant and sceptical student of Friday evening turn into
a smiling enthusiast by Saturday lunchtime.

Over a longer period, it is good to learn of those who use
their enthusiasm, tenacity and adaptability as a springboard
from adversity: ‘It’s always worth looking at non-degree level
education. Thanks to the right vocational training, I was able
to get a toe-hold in a viciously competitive industry and learn
the skills that, six years after leaving school, put me in a
position where I was able to start my own business. Poor A-
levels aren’t the end – they’re the beginning.’

Philip Rogerson, Head of Careers 

Sport

Athletics

This has been the best season we have
experienced for many years and at senior level

we won every match but one.  But that elusive
prize, the Lutra Shield, slipped through our fingers
once again as we finished runners-up to a battling,
rather than masterly, Millfield team. This was their
twelfth successive win.  However, it was a trophy
that we could and should have secured this year,
but because of one or two inexplicably poor
performances we lost narrowly on the roller-
coaster Sherborne track. We were brilliantly led by
Ross Angell (f), ably assisted by Lawrence
Edlmann (g), and the team picked themselves up
for the season ahead and remained unbeaten for
the rest of the term including the re-match at
Millfield.  They were a talented and hard-working
group of boys who competed for each other with 
a real display of unity and pride. Along the 
way we beat teams from Bryanston, Canford,
Taunton (various), Dauntsey’s, Clifton, Bishop
Wordsworth’s, Kelly, Blundell’s, King’s School
Bruton, Kingswood, Milton Abbey and
Clayesmore.

In the second half of term we focus on
representative competitions.  Twenty-four boys
were selected for North Dorset, seven of whom
went on to represent the county at the South West
Championships. Hugh Yates (f), who won the
triple jump, and David Holborow (c), who came
second in the long jump, qualified to compete at
the National Championships in Nottingham.

Steve Clayton
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Basketball

The 1st X had an excellent season
under the talented leadership of

Henry Tinné (g), winning all but two
of their fixtures.  It is unusual to have
a captain in the Lower Sixth, but
Henry has been playing for the first
team since his arrival in the Third
Form and has scored more points
than anyone ever at Sherborne.

After one or two warm-up games,
we launched our assault on the 
more competent opposition. We had
victories against Wellington (96-70),
Downside (92-39), Stanbridge Earls
(80-65) and Blundell’s (72-68). We
lost to Marlborough (47-63), who
had a very strong side this year, and
also to King’s Bruton, who had one
or two very talented overseas
students to complement their usual
robust performers.

The U16, U15 and U14 teams all
suffered from cancellations by our
opponents; one school actually
arranged fixtures at all age-groups,
cancelled, rearranged and cancelled
again with a variety of lame excuses.
As a result, few fixtures were played,
but of the few that were, the U16s
won all six, the U15s won three and
lost one, whilst the U14s lost both
their fixtures (they would normally
have eight matches during the
season). Basketball is as popular as
ever at Sherborne with about sixty
boys playing regularly, but the
numbers participating are not evenly
distributed through the year-groups.
In the Third Form only about six or
seven play on a regular basis.

Steve Clayton

Cricket

One risks the accusation of being
gloomy when one reports on a

team which many would regard as
successful, but which
failed to defeat the two
strongest sides on the
circuit.  Perhaps this is
as it should be, if the
standard of cricket is to
continue to improve
and challenges are to
be presented to next
year’s XI.

Make no mistake,
the boys played some
excellent cricket under
pressure. It was a
failure to achieve
success against King’s
Taunton and Millfield
that prevented them from being
outstandingly good. The King’s
Taunton game was close and we lost
by only one wicket; the Millfield game
was abandoned due to rain when we
were facing a heavy defeat.

It was also a season best
remembered for breakages.  Will
Fegen (g), the captain, must surely
have broken any previous bowling
record by achieving the astonishing
figures of six wickets for four runs
against Blundell’s.  Rob Jordan (g)
certainly equalled Peter Langly-
Smith’s (c) record of batting through
an innings (against Clifton) and
probably broke other records during
his vigils at the crease during the
season.

The author of this report broke his
arm conducting a coaching session.
Who would think that a little bit of
leather and a piece of wood could
cause such devastation?  

There were the usual number of
broken hearts. Batsmen were
dismissed making the same errors of
judgement as they had the week
before, and the week before that . . .

Bowlers were frustrated
when their labour 
went unrewarded.  And
fielders influenced the
outcome of a game by
missing a catch or not
completing a run out.

Will Fegen must be
given enormous credit
for his handling of 
the team on the field 
this year, but must 
also appreciate that a
captain’s responsibilities
continue off the field.  It
is one of the hardest
tasks in sport to captain

a cricket team. Will has enormous
potential to influence the outcome of
any game and should be carefully
considered for Cricketer Cup games
next season.  

There is little doubt that as a side
we bowled far better than we batted.
The evidence is that only three half-
centuries were scored by individuals
during the season and only one
batsman scored more than 300 runs.
Once again a lack of technique
prevented batsmen occupying the
crease and building an innings.
Perhaps we take it for granted that
they have been coached to play an
orthodox forward and backward
defensive shot.  Should we have to
concentrate on these basic skills at
first team level?

Lack of technique was exposed on
the last day of the festival at
Cheltenham. It was a wicket which
helped the bowlers and especially the 
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Cheltenham left-arm spinner.  When
the ball turned slowly, Sherborne
batsmen were totally bemused.  We
must hope that they will have learnt
from the masterful innings played by
Malcolm Richards (son of Viv) who
demonstrated the skills required for
batting on a wet wicket.

Results: Won 9, Lost 3, Abandoned 3

Mike Nurton

Cross-Country

This was the most successful season
for at least a decade. Both Senior

and Colts teams won virtually every
one of their matches; we had three
runners in the National Cross-country
Competition; we had an influx of new
distance running talent in the Third
Form. 

The boys competed as members of
a team, and tended to rate individual
performances in terms of their
contribution to the team effort. A
lowly placed, gritty runner, who turns
up reliably for training, gives his all in
races and finishes them, is regarded
as playing as important a part as the
more naturally talented boy. 

The spirit in the team, well
sustained by the captain, Piers
Boshier (c), was excellent.
Attendance at training sessions was
regular and enthusiastic. Self-
motivation was the crucial factor
here, the Senior runners often
organizing their own sessions, while
the Colts were training under the eye
of the master-in-charge. On one
particular afternoon, when, for a
variety of reasons, the rest of the
Senior team could not attend training,
Charles Pitt Ford (m) was to be seen

out on his own, subjecting himself to
a gruelling session of hill reps up
Lovers’ Lane. Of course this attitude
to training paid off on race days,
particularly when weather conditions
or the ground, or both, were difficult.
The longer, muddier, and steeper the
course, the better we tended to do. In
Charlie’s case, his dedication to
training was rewarded by a place in
the first hundred at the Nationals, the
best performance by a Shirburnian in
over twenty years. 

It was especially pleasing to win
back the Sherborne Trophy on the
thirtieth anniversary of Tony Harris’s
taking charge of the sport. A large
squad of Old Shirburnians turned out
to race at a well-attended meeting, on
what was a thoroughly enjoyable
afternoon. Tony was very touched by
the handsome cheque presented by
the Old Shirburnians in recognition of
his services to running at Sherborne. 
He was visibly moved by the
accompanying card, containing
messages of congratulation and
expressions of gratitude, many of
them from OS who had not been able
to make it to the meeting. 

The sport is in good shape, but its
remaining so depends on a regular
supply of young enthusiasts –
talented or not. Where a pupil does
have a recognised, natural talent for
running, we hope that it will
be given every opportunity and
encouragement. We do not regard
ourselves as a ‘minor game’, (indeed,
cross-country running is not in any
obvious sense a game), and do not,
therefore, expect to have to yield up
running talent to pastimes whose
majority in Sherborne derives neither
from their antiquity, their status as
international sports, nor their

overwhelming popularity in the
School. We believe that cross-country
running does as much for the good
name of the School and the
development of the boys as any of the
so-called ‘major games’. The season
just past, as summarised above, gives
ample testimony to that.

Bernard Holiday

Fencing

As usual, at the beginning of the
year, the captaincy of the Fencing

Club was passed on once more, as
last year’s captain, ‘sinister’ Rob
Willington, left to take up his place
to read medicine at Cambridge. 
This prestigious position therefore
returned to the Collins family.

The members of this year’s 1st
team were Jonathan Collins (d)
whose ridiculously over-stylised
parry-riposte combinations kept the
rest of the club entertained
(especially when he lost the point),
and Nicholas Minns (f) with strength
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and length that he often used to give
his opponent no choice but to
concede a point. The third position in
the team was assigned to different
club members throughout the year
and was shared between Rob
Symondson (b), whose footwork was,
in a technical sense, more often awful
than awesome, but nevertheless got
the job done, Jim  Foster (m), whose
enthusiasm overcame his height
disadvantage, and Alex Kwong (d),
whose quick hand and natural timing
scored some very impressive points
for a fencer of limited experience.  

The most notable match of this
season was against Bryanston. We
found that they had expected six of us
and had six of their own ready to
fight.  Being confident in the fitness
of my team (and not really knowing
how good Bryanston were), I agreed
that we would take on all of their
fencers, giving us six fights each.
However, once I had won the first
bout, I realised that we fenced to a
higher standard and it was going to
be our day.  What I hadn’t expected
was for us to win so convincingly,
with a final score of 16 bouts to 2 in
our favour.

Although this year has been
another successful year for the
Fencing Club, it has held a certain
amount of sadness for me as I have
watched the numbers start to
dwindle. I believe that the main cause
of this was the refurbishment of the
gym. Although the School needed a
new Fitness Suite, this move took
away our venue and banished us to
the gym balcony, the BSR, the OSR
and eventually to one of the outside
squash courts, none of which are
suitable for fencing.

Jonathan Collins (d 97-02)

After the re-opening of the Fives
Courts in November 2001, the

game has taken on a new lease of life,
with good new talent appearing,
particularly in the Third Form.  It will
be interesting to see who gains places
in the 1st IV next season, with three
of the players likely to be in the Fifth
Form.

The season was very successful
with strong leadership from Ed
Horder (b) and great skill and
determination from Ben Wood (f).
Victories against Blundell’s and
King’s Bruton (twice), Marlborough
and the Old Tonbridgians were very
well-deserved.  In Fives the players
have to realise that every point
counts to the overall score of the
match. The School lost narrowly to
Clifton, the Rugby Fives Association
and the Pilgrims, although more
games were won against the Pilgrims
than lost.  The 2nd IV, Colts IV and
Mini Colts IV all had successful
seasons.

We entered the West of England
Schools Competition, which was held
at Marlborough on the first weekend
of January, with Ben Wood competing
in the Open singles and David Kirk
(a) in the Colts singles. Ben had to
retire because of illness and David,
although winning a couple of

matches, did not proceed to the 
final rounds of the competitions.
Preparation had been minimal
because of the timing of the event.

In the final weekend of March,
David Kirk and Michael Oates-
Wormer (f) entered the Under 16 and
Under 14 competitions respectively
at Christ’s Hospital. Both won their
pool groups and reached the last
sixteen. The Open Competition was
held at Merchant Taylors’ a week
later, where Ed Horder and James
Sykes (a) reached the last sixteen of
the doubles, losing to St. Paul’s, the
eventual winners. Unfortunately Ben
Wood, who had been ill for the last
few days of term, had not recovered
enough to play.

Once again national competitions
come to Sherborne thanks to the
refurbishment of the courts. During
the last weekend of October the 
West of England Senior Open
Championships will be held here, 
as will the British Universities
Championships in November.

My thanks, as ever, go to Paul
Carling, Richard Bool and Rick
Brewer for their unstinting devotion
to the game, for their wisdom and
their coaching, as well as to Ed
Horder for his two years of captaincy.

Mike Cleaver

Fives
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Golf

Once again it has been a very busy
year for School golf. The team has

played seventeen matches and the
Golf Society has used Sherborne Golf
Club all the year round. There were
over forty members of the Society in
both the Michaelmas and Trinity
Terms. The Trinity Term matches had
to be squeezed into the first half 
of term because of the public
examination programme starting on
17th May.

Sherborne Golf Club has once
again looked after the School
extremely well, with each member
still only paying £23.50 per term for
his membership. This does mean that
a member can play every day except
Saturday – an amazing deal! The Club
has instituted a signing-in system for
all juniors, because parents have been
sending their very young children on
their own!  How I wish I could be sent
there for the day!

Of all the seventeen matches
played, nine were won, six lost, one
halved and one abandoned. The
major success was winning the Plate
competition at the West of England
Schools, losing to Canford 2 – 3 in
the first round of the competition
proper, but defeating Downside 5 – 0,
and Marlborough 4 – 1 to take the
Plate.  The School matches won were
against Milton Abbey, Dean Close,
Downside, Marlborough, Bristol
Grammar School and King’s Bruton.
One match against the OSGS was won
and the other halved.  The abandoned
match was against an OS side put
together by Sandy Evans and
including Hugo Ambrose and Simon
Buchanan. I am glad to say that the
Staff just managed to beat the School

4 – 3, courtesy of an 18th hole victory
by the Headmaster. The parents are
eagerly awaiting next year’s contest
at Commem., as they are still
smarting from their 8 – 0 defeat by
the School!

I must thank Nick Lee (c) and Leo
Thom (m) for all their dedication to
School golf over the last five years. I
am sure that, playing off 9 and 7
respectively, they will be very useful
newcomers to OSGS matches. Next
year the School team will be very
young, with one player in the Lower
Sixth and the rest in the Lower
School.

Mike Cleaver

Hockey
Ist XI

With a few training sessions at the
end of the Michaelmas term and

a day of pre-season training, the Lent
term began with more momentum
than in previous years. This showed
in our early results, with victories
against King’s Bruton and Dean Close
and draws against the Occidentals,
Taunton, Wellington College and
Bryanston. Too many draws, but by
half-term the team had only been
defeated by Canford in the County
Cup and by Yeovil and Sherborne 2nd
XI.

This was the turning point and
marked a change in the character of
the season. Before half-term,
intensity was high, minds focused
and bodies fit; after it, with house
football, cross-country, the weekend
break at half-term and sevens
training, the team lost its edge. The
defeat by King’s Taunton was the
most disappointing result of the
season and was followed by another
poor result against Canford.
Although the XI lost to Millfield, the
team regained the desire and
intensity necessary to compete at the
highest level.  Sherborne were 1 – 0
up for 25 minutes, but the reality is
that playing two terms of hockey
with a team of representative
players, outstanding facilities and
top coaches throughout the school,
Millfield remains in a different
league. It is fantastic to be pitting
yourself against the very best, and
few schools now take up this
challenge at any sport; so to go down
to Millfield in this manner, frustrating
as it may be, demonstrates the
strides made since the drubbing of
two years ago.

The season ended successfully
with wins against Wells Cathedral
and the Pilgrims and a draw against
Hilton College, SA. The final tally (5
wins, 5 draws and 5 losses) is
disappointing; however, detailed
examination reveals reasons for
optimism, especially the outstanding
victory against Dean Close and
a superb performance against
Millfield. If some of the draws had
been victories and the team had not
been overcommitted after half-term,
the season would have had a more
palatable flavour. 
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Other Teams
A worrying statistic is that ten of the
eleven 1st team players were from the
Upper Sixth, so it is crucial to
scrutinise the 2nd XI and Senior Colts
to give an idea of what lies ahead.
The 2nd XI had a similar season to
the 1st XI. There are a handful of
players who have experience of 1st
team hockey and are ready to step up.
The Senior Colts have improved
remarkably over the last two years.
There are two outstanding players
and a number of others who will be in
contention next year.

The Junior Colts and Mini Colts
underperformed this year, but have
some able players, who will mature 
in future years. The Junior Colts
goalkeeper played one game for the
1st XI and three of the Mini Colts
were selected for the Dorset U14
team.

Dr Jeremy Wadham

Rugby

This was a successful season, not
only in terms of results, but

because of the character shown by
this mature group of young men.
They frustrated opponents with their
outstanding defence and also had and
used a variety of attacking options.
There was pace and elusive running
from forwards and backs.  They also
had a captain in Jake Britten (m) who
inspired his team in a thoughtful and
detailed manner, because of his
natural leadership and example.

Pre-season training in Cornwall
with a practice match against a
mature Redruth squad, followed by
another practice match back at
Sherborne against Brighton College,

was the ideal preparation before
playing a confident Canford team on
their own patch. The School was
tense, and stripped of much ball in
the pack. But the defence was
outstanding and Canford started to
over-elaborate.  The School profited
from spilt ball and countered to score
two tries that won the game.

As we have come to expect, Bishop
Wordsworth’s are a difficult nut to
crack. Their pack was formidable and
our backs were starved of possession.
The win was hard-fought. There was
much to be done before the Downside
match, and on a hot day the School
got into their rhythm right away.
Quick ruck ball was used in a most
positive way by the backs and,
although chances were missed in the
first half, the School pounded the
Downside line straight after the
interval. It took Downside twenty
minutes to get into the game in the
second half. The School were
determined that Downside would not
score.

King’s Taunton adopted the tactics
of trying to stop Sherborne from
attacking. Their defence was

stubborn and well organized. The
presenting of the ball when tackled,
and elusive running by the School
were notable features of the game,
and we eventually scored seven tries
in the match.

Despite facing a stiff breeze, the
School should have been only three
points down at half-time against
Wellington.  However, two soft tries at
the end of the first half and another
just after the interval meant that the
School had a lot to pull back. But
there was a great revival and the gap
was narrowed to four points. The
School were still attacking at the end
of the game and showed that they
could live with the best. A good
Clifton team would certainly be a test,
especially after the emotions of the
Wellington game. After going points
down in the first half, a dominant
pack made sure that the School came
away with a draw.

King’s Bruton raised their game 
in local derby style, but the School
kept their composure and emerged
victorious. In the excellent first half
against Bryanston, twenty-two points
were scored. This lead was frittered

The School vs Clifton on The Upper
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away and sound defence was required
to hang on for the win. The same
pattern emerged in the Cheltenham
game, with much possession spilt on
contact, in a frustrating match for the
School.  At last, the School showed its
full potential in the Blundell’s match.
There was a tremendous balance of
attack through forwards and backs
on a heavy surface. It was a satisfying
performance.

In the last game of the season, the
School met a most determined and
well-drilled team from King Edward’s
School, Bath, but won a hard-fought
game to end the season with an
impressive record.

Mike Davis

Sailing

The sailing squad this year was
composed principally of younger

members of the School: only three
sixth formers sailed regularly in the
squad. The obvious disadvantage of
this might have been some lack of
experience amongst members of the
sailing teams; but this disadvantage 

did not affect the season, which 
was marked by a string of 
successes against strong competition.
Accomplished coaching from Simon
Skinner, captain Andrew Morley-
Smith (e) and vice-captain James
Morfee (e), coupled with a wealth of
experience in the junior ranks, meant
that during this season we were able
to build on past successes and
conquer old enemies, whilst ensuring
the solid future for racing within the
School Sailing Club.

Although the Michaelmas Term
tends to be mainly for training and
learning to cope with the icy waters
of Sutton Bingham, the team sailed a
few matches, with a notable close call
with long-standing rivals Canford.
This early sign of promise was
followed by other successes in the
summer season, including a long-
awaited victory against Canford in an
away fixture.  Some cunning racing in
the final minutes of the last race
enabled Sherborne to steal a close
encounter. A series of victories
against Bryanston was expected and
attained in style, and the team made a
strong showing against Milton Abbey
in large bathtubs with strange
sheeting arrangements (Larks).  The
success of the season was perhaps
typified at the BSDRA (British
Schools’ Dinghy Racing Association)

area finals, in which
Sherborne came second
out of the seven schools
who entered the
competition from the
south-west. The elusive
Canford came first in
that competition held at
Spinnaker Lake: our old
enemies came back to
haunt us once more.  We

received an invitation to the national
competition in the summer holiday,
which we unfortunately couldn’t take
up since team members were not
available.

The House Sailing Cup this year
was an exciting competition, won
finally by Wallace. In an impressive
show of racing tactics, the Wallace
boats managed successfully to so
deflate their main rivals from the
Digby in the final races, that Abbey
slipped through to take second place.

Morale has been high this season
and plenty of potential has been
revealed for future years.

Cruising and Training
The Michaelmas Term 2001 was
spent at Sutton Bingham reservoir,
which fortunately remained full. We
continued to try to involve as many
third formers as possible in their first
weeks in the School. Bob Macdonald
organized another splendid Boys’
Weekend in the Solent. Dinner was at
Gins Farm on the Beaulieu River as
usual.

The Lent Term is only for the
determined all-weather sailors and a
hardened few braved the icy waters
for training.

Summer Term sailing was a great
success and we were glad to return to 

Results: 
Played 11, Won 9, Drawn 1, Lost 1

Canford W 20 – 0  
Bishop Wordsworth’s W 13 – 5
Downside W 24 – 0  
King’s Taunton W 43 – 0
Wellington L 16 – 20  
Clifton D 13 – 13  
King’s Bruton W 16 – 9
Bryanston W 22 – 15  
Cheltenham W 19 – 13  
Blundell’s W 36 – 6  
King Edward’s Bath W 13 – 10

Two of the new 470s hit the road



31

our usual haunts at Arne.  There was
good support from the new Third
Form and from older hands alike and
the revival of camping weekends was
welcomed. The highlight was, of
course, the new boats. The 470s
performed up to expectations,
although there were inevitable
teething difficulties, and the new
Hobie Cat was much in demand.  It
was some relief to be able to use
boats without having to repair them
first.  The return of the sailing camp
was also enthusiastically greeted,
even if it was rather wet and very
muddy.

I am indebted to my colleagues for
all their assistance: to Simon Skinner,
John Mitchell, Andrew Millington,
Sue Moody from SSG, David
Thompson at Sutton Bingham and to
Andrew Yorke, particularly for his
unstinting efforts in preparing the
new boats.

Dr Chris Hamon

Soccer

Football at Sherborne has always
been played with great enthusiasm,

but this year, with only two defeats in
ten outings, it has also been a very
successful season.

Pre-season training is always a
humorous period, with the skill
levels, not much practised during the
holidays, reminiscent of Exeter City
rather than Real Madrid. However,
this season we drafted in two
professionals in the form of Mr
Massey and Mr Grimshaw, also
known as  ‘Stevash and Steveo,’ and
our skill and fitness levels started to
improve.

The season opened in grand
fashion with a 5 – 0 thrashing of
Downside, including a hat trick for

Tom Cracknell (m). In our second
outing, despite feeling invincible, we
were outclassed by a talented Bishop
Wordsworth’s side who deserved
their victory. The third game of the
season saw a convincing win against
Bristol Cathedral School, the
highlights being a forty-yard bullet
from Nick Pothecary (m) and a hat
trick from the skipper.

The mid-season spell proved to be
rather indifferent in terms of
performance, but the team played
with great spirit and remained
unbeaten in this period. The game of
the season was undoubtedly the
victory against Millfield. Leo Thom
(m) scored the match-winning goal in
the first half. After half-time we had to
dig in and defend against a superior
side for fifty minutes. 

The thanks of all the players must,
of course, go to the coaches, Messrs.
Willows and Cameron. They raised
the standard of our game hugely and
proved a great motivational force
from the touchline. The eleven also
benefited from training with such a
successful 2nd XI. Competition for
places remained fierce throughout
the season. It was the first year in
which more boys played football than
hockey. 

Charlie Pushman (c 97-02)

Played 10, Won 6, Drawn 2, Lost 2

Squash

This was another excellent season,
during which the team lost only

one school match (to Millfield). The
quality of the teams, both senior and
junior, is such that few of the local
schools can give us a decent game.  In
the seniors, the captain, Justin
Gulston (b) won all but one of his

games. He is a talented player, but
was not fit enough to compete with
adult players.  James Leakey (b) has
improved considerably and now has
some power to go with his excellent
touch. The third seed was a third
former, William Pope (a). William is a
good player and will become a very
good player; we are lucky to have
him. Charlie Hoare (b) also made
sound progress and won a number of
close games.  James Harding (m), the
number five seed, needs to work on
his technique, but hits the ball hard
enough to trouble many opponents.

The top three Colts players were all
of a similar standard. Richard Round-
Turner (m) has nice timing, but a
suspect backhand, Crispin Vollers
(m) has a very solid all-round game
and John Barber (f) and Nick Howe
(d) are both fairly unorthodox, but
are impressive athletes and were too
quick and strong for most of their
opponents. Tom Speller (f) is a useful
player to have in reserve and rarely
lost.

Squash is thriving and we are
fortunate now to have four excellent
courts, which have all been
refurbished.

Richard Bool

Swimming

From the very beginning of the
Trinity Term, I sensed that this

season would be something special. I
was extremely pleased at the
numbers of swimmers in both the
senior and junior squads, and their
quality looked very promising. 

The senior squad was led from the
front by James Hood (a), who made
his intentions known from the first
day back in the pool, when he 



32

appeared with a strict training
régime in his hands. Both James and
I knew that the swimmers had the
makings of the strongest team we
had seen in many years, and James
was determined that his year of the
captaincy would be a great one!

The strength of the Sherborne
team has always been that we have
depth in our squad, with excellent
swimmers in all the individual events.
This year was one in which our best
swimmers were also in their final
year of school, and hence they were
the biggest and strongest they would
ever be. They looked and felt
unbeatable. We were delighted to see
the School record for 50m butterfly
broken by Pix Hedderwick (f) in one
of the first matches of the season,
thus setting the scene for the best
results I have ever witnessed in the
Sherborne pool.

The senior team won all ten of
their matches and the junior team
won nine out of eleven matches.
Whilst the seniors never looked

threatened by any other team,
especially in our best event, the
relays, I was enormously impressed
by the strength shown by our young
and relatively inexperienced junior
team, which included several Third
Formers. They always had to
compete with swimmers who might
be three years older than themselves.

We rounded off the season by
taking six senior boys to Crystal
Palace for the Public Schools Relay
Championships. We knew this would
be a real test of speed and stamina,
as we had never swum such distances
in an Olympic-sized pool before!
Both the medley team and the
freestyle team acquitted themselves
well and came a creditable fourth and
fifth in their respective heats.
Despite not making the finals, we had
a fantastic day out, and the boys got
a real taste of a top class swimming
competition.

Notable performances this year
have come from James Hood in
butterfly, Oli Luard (d) and Louis
Holding-Parsons (g) in backstroke,
Oli East (a) and James Robinson (b)
in freestyle and Mish Islam (e) in 
the individual medley. I must also
mention Henry Jacobsen (a) who
looks to be a real star of the future.

I must thank James Hood for his
excellent captaincy of the teams.
Without his drive and determination
we would have been a weaker squad.
Linda Rickard has become indis-
pensable as the team’s technical
coach, and all the boys have
benefited from her expertise. My
thanks also to Sue Melvin for her
meticulous scoring of all the results
at our home matches.

Lindsey Millar

Tennis

Though there was a wealth of
experience in this year’s first

squad, there were few notable
successes on the School tennis
circuit. However, fixtures against
Downside and Milton Abbey showed
the team’s strengths and exemplified
the free play of which they are
capable.

Against stronger opposition such
as Bournemouth and Millfield, the
side’s weaknesses were evident. All
too often the VI failed to adopt
a dominant net position and
inconsistency resulted in King’s
Taunton being the only satisfying
scalp taken.

Kestor Jackson, our new tennis
pro, offered encouragement during
some excellent coaching sessions and
we are pleased to be able to employ
his services for out-of-season
coaching during the Michaelmas and
Lent Terms next year.

The 2nd VI was slightly more
consistent in its results: draws
seemed to be their particular forte.
The junior teams too had variable
seasons.  The Colts’ lobbing abilities
paid off in some tightly fought
matches. Thanks must go to Robert
Harris for taking charge of this team
during his term of teaching practice.
Mini Colts only played four matches,
but gained valuable experience
against tough school opposition. As
last year, the most successful team
was the Junior Colts, winning four
out of their seven matches. For their
performance and efforts during this
season, two of our leavers, Tom
Matthews (m, captain) and Patrick
Shaw-Brown (c), were awarded their
tennis colours.

David Ridgway
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1920s – 1940s
R. A. H. COLQUHOUN (g 45-49) was the subject of an
article in The Shooting Gazette. It spoke of his
enthusiasm for stalking and in particular it described
how, with his friend Lachie Smith of Highland Sporting,
he shot a 14-point stag at the head of the Findhorn river.
No mean achievement for one on his seventieth birthday.

D. J. M. CORNWELL (h 45-48), otherwise known as
John Le Carré, was the subject of an unusual encomium.
The editor of the Times Literary Supplement,
Ferdinand Mount, recalled how in his final year at Eton
‘a young man with mop of fair hair turned up to teach us
German.  He was a dazzling mimic and knew how to take
the stuffing out of the arrogant oafs in the back row . . .
He also made you feel that Goethe mattered, always an
uphill task in England . . .  Of course, he didn’t stay long.
“Corns is off to become a spy,” we said. Pity he gave up
teaching. He was a natural.’

R. C. E. CUNNINGHAM (a
29-33), otherwise know as
The Great Omani, has
retired at the age of 87 after
a career as an escapologist
and stuntman, spanning
more than half a century.  A
high point in his career
occurred in 1977 when, to
celebrate the Silver Jubilee,
he performed a handstand
on the cliff edge at Beachy
Head holding a Union Jack
between his toes. 

D. T. DAVIES (f 39-44) has modestly intimated that he
has recently been awarded a BA from the Open
University.

Colonel H. D. ROGERS (a 41-45), who served in the
Royal Artillery for over twenty years and then taught at
Hawtreys Preparatory School for a further twenty years,
left substantial legacies to Sherborne.

1950s
G. R. BARLOW (h 57-62), aboard his yacht Scott-Free
(sic), made the transit of the Panama Canal from east to
west on the 16th April.

H. T. BURNETT (h 53-58) has been appointed Deputy
Lieutenant for East Sussex.

C. H. COLLINGWOOD (h 57-62) was invited to be a
panellist on Just a Minute at the Edinburgh Festival of
2001, an entertainment originally devised by the late Ian
Messiter (a 34-37).

D. G. COLLINS (a 54-60) directed a three-month season
of Shakespeare plays at the Tobacco Factory in Bristol
this year.

R. P. L DUNLOP (g 59-64) has worked in South Africa
and the United States. Although he trained as an
engineer, he became interested in the industrial
applications of computers. He spent five years as a
management consultant with Touche Ross and Co.
Since then, he has been involved in developing two
travel companies in the US, the second of which he
started from scratch in 1985 and sold to a large
American corporation in 1996.

Canon D. EVANS (f 50-55), formerly General Secretary
of the Samaritans, has now retired from the parishes of
Hexford etc. in the diocese of Peterborough to Starcross
in Devon.

Major General D. J. M. JENKINS (g 58-62) had the
distinction of walking alongside the gun-carriage in the
Queen Mother’s funeral procession.

Dr C. M. MELLIAR-SMITH (g 58-63) has spent the last
five years in Austin, Texas as the Chief Executive Officer
of Sematech.  As from the beginning of 2002, he became
a partner in a large venture capital company.

C. R. S. POOK (a 55-58) is a motor-racing entrepreneur,
the head of Championship Auto Racing (otherwise

OS News

The Great Omani, Britain’s
oldest escapologist, finds
there’s no way out of
retirement
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known as CART), operating out of Long Beach,
California. He has recently brought his show to
Rockingham, deep in rural Northamptonshire.

B. M. STERNDALE-BENNETT (a 52-57) has been
appointed a visiting fellow in Management Studies at the
University of Reading and has also joined the executive
staff of Trinity College of Music in London.

1960s
The Rev’d D. J. E. ATTWOOD (d 64-69), since 1997 the
vicar of Prenton in Cheshire, has been appointed Rector
of Sundridge with Ide Hill in Kent.

G. A. F. DALLAS (c 62-65), the author of 1815: The
Roads to Waterloo, figured in an important Channel 4
documentary about Napoleon and Wellington at
Waterloo.

K. M. DESMOND (g 63-68) lives in the Entre-deux-Mers
region of France and continues to write books about the
history of transport (his twenty-first volume came out
last Christmas) and to translate from French to English.

R. A. F. FIELD (g 65-70) has recently contributed to a
book on leadership, which John Wiley Capstone will
soon publish, and in April of 2001 he enjoyed three
weeks ambitious walking in the Himalayas.

Lieutenant Colonel N. J. FOSTER (m 67-71) is Master of
the Royal Artillery Hunt.

J. D. HUBBARD (f 60-65) worked for Jardine Matheson
for seventeen years after coming down from Oxford.
Since 1985 he has run a tax and business management
company in Monaco and has recently acquired a
vineyard in Provence.

J. J. IRONS (b 62-66) visited the School in June and
invited eight Jeremy Irons exhibitioners out to lunch.  In
the afternoon he held a drama workshop, which was
followed by a question-and-answer session in the Big
Schoolroom. An appreciative audience of over four
hundred was present.

P. H. KNAPP (g 64-69) works for a small company in
Reading, which specialises in measuring the effects of
drugs on human mental efficiency.  It is a world leader in
its field.

R. J. LEWINGTON (g 66-71) has been in Hong Kong for
seventeen years and has recently joined Simmons and
Simmons as their Head of Commercial Litigation.

J. O’BRIEN (g 64-69) is a partner in a firm of chartered
surveyors in the eastern counties, based in Boston,
Lincolnshire.

J. H. O’KEEFFE (g 63-68) is now Professor and
Director of  the Institute for Water Research at Rhodes
University in Grahamstown on the south-east coast of
South Africa.  He ‘still enjoys being a river ecologist and
gets the chance to travel to exciting places and to fight
the good fight for the environment’.

W. G. N. MANNING (c 66-70) is Chief Executive Officer
of HSBC in Brunei.

J. R. McCRUM (b 66-71), whose life was
dramatically changed when he suffered
a serious stroke at the age of 42, is the
founding trustee and now a patron of
Different Strokes. The film version of
his acclaimed book, My Year Off, is to
be shot in the United States this year. It
will be directed by Christopher Reeve,
whose acting career was cut short by a
riding accident.

Jeremy Irons (third from right) entertaining his Exhibitioners
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Dr C. G. NEVILLE (a 68-72), who won his golf blue at
Cambridge in 1976, reached the fifth round of the
President’s Putter.

A. A. PATTERSON (Staff 68-70) has recently retired as
founding Headmaster of Mowbray College, an
independent school at Melton in the outer suburbs of
Melbourne. He was particularly gratified that, as a
farewell gesture, the first campus of the school was
named after him. He has been appointed Director of
Foundation Studies at Trinity College, Melbourne
University, where he will be responsible for the well-
being of about seven hundred Asian students. He and his
wife Susan have fond memories of their exchange at
Sherborne: their daughter Emily was baptized in the
Abbey and she and Celia each had a term at SSG.

D. N. PICKERING PICK (g 65-70) left the Probation
Service in March 2001 after 23 years and since then has
been working three days a week for CAFCASS, the new
Family Courts Service, which was set up in April 2001.
On the other four days a week, he produces music in a
variety of styles from rock to classical.

R. W. F. SEWELL (g 68-72) is working as a ski instructor
in Courchevel and would be pleased to meet any OS who
ski there or in Meribel.

C. D. SHEAF (a 65-71), after a long career at Christies
specialising in Chinese art, has joined Louis Vuitton
Moet Hennessy to help them expand their recently
purchased auction house, Phillips. Much of Phillips’
European operation (including the Sherborne office)
underwent a complicated merger with their principal UK
rival, Bonhams, and he is now the Bonhams Group
Director of Applied Arts. He continues to be the head of
Asian Art based at 101 New Bond Street.

M. E. SLADE (c 60-65), managing director of the
property company Helical Bar PLC, reflected on his
summer in the columns of  The Times. ‘Most of last
week I spent at the Stella Artois Championships, this
week I will be at Royal Ascot.’ Later there would be
Wimbledon, Cowes, Glyndebourne, Goodwood and . . .
‘By August you need a holiday!’ Such is the life of the
corporate player.

J. H. H. TILLYARD (a 68-73) and J. G. S. WAITE 
(a 69-73) have been appointed Queen’s Counsel.

C. S. TREADWELL (g 62-67) is one of BA’s senior
training captains, ‘spending four months of the year
training pilots on the simulator and the rest of the time
training pilots on to the aircraft as they convert from
other fleets’. He has been with BA for thirty-three years.

J. N. WATTS (g 60-64), having qualified as a company
secretary over thirty years ago, is now Group Secretary
at British Car Auctions Ltd., an organization which sells
ten thousand cars each week.

P. B. WEST (g 63-67) is now working part-time as a
lecturer in law at Swansea Institute of Higher Education
and lives on the Gower peninsula. He is married and has
two teenage children.

R. YOUNG (h 61-65), owner of the Lugger Hotel, Portloe
in Cornwall, has generously sponsored the kit for the 1st
XV in their 2002 season.

1970s
S. F. M. BARKER (m 77-81) qualified for the British
Open Real Tennis Championships.

J. R. M. GLASSE (a 75-80) continues to run his China
consultancy and to travel extensively in the People’s
Republic.  Nokia, the Finnish mobile ‘phone company, is
one of his clients and he hopes to become involved in
some capacity in the Beijing Olympics.

C. B. GREGORY (a 72-77) has been appointed Chief
Executive Officer and Country Head of HSBC in
Armenia.

R. J. HOSFORD (h 73-78) takes a break each summer
from his career as an international soloist and teacher of
clarinet and brings the Gaudier Ensemble back to his
roots at Cerne Abbas. One of the highlights of the 2002
Festival was a late-night performance of Messiaen’s
Quartet for the End of Time.
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J. B. S. HUBBARD (a 71-75) has recently taken a
sabbatical year from teaching English, and has become
a full-time research student in the Archaeology
Department of Southampton University, working for an
MPhil on Kingston Lacy.

J. P. LOVE (b 72-76), who spends much of his week
working as a consultant to a firm of civil engineers, still
finds time to enhance his reputation as a painter. His
most recent exhibition of watercolours was held at the
library of St. John’s College, Cambridge.

R. J. B. MADLEY (a 70-75) is now President of Christies
East in the US. He also appears on the American version
of the Antiques Roadshow, which is watched by 16
million viewers every week.  He thinks they must like the
Welsh accent.

E. P. U. MEAD (a 74-78) works as an estate agent in
central London and has a column in the Homes Section
of The Sunday Times.

C. R. MILLS (a 71-75) of Two Four Productions won the
contract for broadcasting the proceedings of both
Houses of Parliament on the web.

N. J. PARHAM (a 79-83), a worker with the Christian
charity Tearfund, was unfortunate enough to be in the
congregation of an Islamabad church when a suicide
bomber detonated grenades there.  He was not amongst
the casualties.

H. M. G. POPE (a 73-77) has been appointed the Middle
East Editor for the Wall Street Journal, working out of
Istanbul.

A. K.  SHORT (a 72-77), who played rugby for London
Scottish and Scotland B, trained as a teacher of PE and
Maths and worked in Kenya and Saudi Arabia before
becoming a Year Head at an all-boys secondary school in
West Sussex.

W. L. TREADWELL (a 70-74) is ‘happily immersed in
academic life’ as a lecturer in Medieval Islamic Studies
at Oxford and as assistant keeper of Islamic coins at the
Ashmolean.

H. R. B. WILLIAMS (d 77-81), also known as Hugh
Bonneville, played the part of the young John Bayley in
Iris, a film highly praised by critics and audiences alike.
The director was Sir Richard EYRE (h 56-61). Hugh also
visited Sherborne in November 2001 to give a talk about
his life in film, theatre and television to a full house in
the Powell Theatre.

M. T. WILSON (d 73-78) has been appointed
Headmaster of Edge Grove Preparatory School.

1980s
T. M. BRADBY (b 80-85) was interviewed on Five Live in
January about his new novel Master of Rain. He is now
the ITN Royal Correspondent.

M. W. D. FORD (d 85-90) gained experience of
restaurants at Harvey Nichols in London and at the Oxo
Tower.  A two-week holiday in China persuaded him to
pack up and head for Shanghai, where he has managed
the M on the Bund restaurant for three and a half years.

R. E. FOYLE (e 89-94) spent two and a half years
working for the PR agency Hill and Knowlton in London.
He has recently transferred to its Riyadh operation and
is adjusting easily to the tax-free ex-pat lifestyle. He
would be glad to hear from any OS who is travelling to
Riyadh.

J. P. KERSHAW (b 87-92) has formed a professional
bassoon quartet, called the Siegfried Bassoons,
composed of graduates from the Royal Northern College
of Music in Manchester. He is looking for help from
anyone with experience in marketing and promotion to
launch the group. 
(email address: jonathankershaw@hotmail.com)

R. D. KING (a 82-87) is working in commodity trading
in London, currently for Electricité de France. He
recently raced the yacht BP Explorer round the world in
the BT Global Challenge, finishing in third place. He set
off from Southampton on 10th September 2000 and
returned via Boston, Buenos Aires, Wellington, Sydney,
Cape Town and La Rochelle on 30th June 2001.
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Dr J. A. L. PITTMAN (b 80-85) has been appointed
consultant anaesthetist at the Royal Devon and Exeter
Hospital.

T. G. RANKINE (h 88-93) had a very successful season
playing cricket for Portugal in the European Trophy. He
made a century against Finland and half-centuries
against Spain and Belgium and helped Portugal to win
the trophy.

1990s
J. H. K. ADAMS (c 94-99) has transferred from UCL to
Loughborough University where one of the national
cricket centres of excellence is situated. He scored a
century in each innings of the first match of the season
for Loughborough against Kent. He has also represented
Hampshire.

D. N. BEDNALL (a 92-97), in his time an organ scholar
at Queen’s College, Oxford, and at Gloucester Cathedral
School, composed some of the music played during the
Commem Service. It was written in response to the
events of 11th September 2001. 

J. N. CLIVE-MATTHEWS (h 92-97) has been doing an
MA in Modern History at UCL. He graduated top of his
year with a distinction and was awarded the UCL History
Alumnus Prize. He also spent three and a half years as
film editor on UCL’s student magazine and has had
numerous pieces of freelance film journalism published
and has also written a book (see OS publications). He
works at the House of Commons as research assistant to
Sir Patrick Cormack MP, while he amasses enough funds
to do a PhD.

D. W. P. COOPER (e 96-98) has transferred from
Pembroke at Cambridge to Keble at Oxford in order to
study for an MSc in Economic and Social History.

C. M. J. D’APICE (g 91-96), a lieutenant in the
Coldstream Guards, commanded twenty of the men who
lined the route from St. James’s Palace to Westminster
Hall at the Queen Mother’s funeral.

N. J. FRANCIS (m 94-99) represented Wales in the
Rugby World Championships for the Deaf in New
Zealand. In the final, Wales defeated the hosts 28 – 14
and Nigel scored the last try.

J. D. GARDNER (d 91-96) has recently been appointed
to teach Chemistry at Clifton College.

D. A. HOLIDAY (b 94-99) won the Gibbs Prize for
Psychological Sciences at Oxford in addition to getting a
first in P.P.P.

W. E. S. McNEILL (a 93-98) is now
studying for a PhD at University
College, London.

C. A. J. MARTIN (m 90-95)
continues to attract favourable
notices. A lengthy review in The
Mail on Sunday reported that his
band, Coldplay, had now sold five
million albums around the world,
that they ‘stole the show’ at
Glastonbury 2002 and that their new
album, issued on the 26th August
and entitled A Rush of Blood to the
Head, ‘pulsates with assurance,
ambition and self-belief’.

A. D. MOSSE (a 92-97)
combined studying Fine Art at
Newcastle with an enthusiasm
for break-dancing. Not content
with performing and teaching
(even in young offenders’
institutions), he decided to
organize the first-ever
university championships in
break-dancing. It was out-

standingly successful: fifteen universities took part, the
event was sponsored, there was national press coverage
and 1100 spectators paid to see the finals. It now seems
to be established as an annual event.

J. J. STRACHAN-STEPHENS (h/a 96-00) was chosen to
model Sean Comb’s collection at the New York fashion
week in February 2002. Sean Combs (full name Sean P
Diddy Combs) used to be known as Puff Daddy and
seems to have undergone a transformation from rap
performer to fashion icon.

G. J. WOOD (f 93-98), having gained a first in Modern
Languages at Oxford, is embarking on a Master’s degree
in Spanish.
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Graduations
2002
BIRMINGHAM
M. J. Bradley (c 93-98) Business Administration BA (2:1)

and German
S. J. Filtness (g 94-99) History BA (2:1)
J. W. E. Hacking (f 93-98) International Studies BA (2:1)

with Spanish
D. J. Hill (h 93-98) Hispanic Studies BA (2:1)
S. M. Lerwill (g 93-98) Geography and Planning BA (2:1)

CAMBRIDGE
Corpus Christi
J. B. Lockhart Smith (f 93-98) English BA (2:2)

Fitzwilliam
T. E. A. Blaquiere (a 93-98) Modern & Medieval Languages BA (2:1)

CIRENCESTER
F. Fernandes-Llorente (e 93-98) Agricultural and Land BA (2:2)

Management
N. W. Stone (a 93-98) Rural Land Management BA (2:2)

CITY
C. Whipp (e 93-97) Law BA (2:1)

DURHAM
W. G. B. Minter (g 93-98) Geography BA (2:1)
B. E. P. Prance (a 94-99) History BA (1st)

EDINBURGH
G.D.  Lockhart-Mirams (d 93-98) Sociology BA (1st)
W. G. Southcott (m 93-98) Ancient History                   MA 

LANCASTER
C. A. Binnie (c 93-98) American Studies BA (2:2)
M. J. Sandbach (b 97-99) Biological Sciences BSc (3rd)

LEEDS
J. C. R. Westropp (g 94-99) History BA (2:1) 
T. C. Harrison (c 93-98) Classical Civilisation BA (2:2)

LIVERPOOL INSTITUTE FOR PERFORMING ARTS
A. G. S. Skinner (f 93-98) Performing Arts (Music) BA (2:1)

Birthday Honours
KCMG B. L. CROWE (h 51-56), lately Director General of 

the External Services of the Council Secretariat of 
the European Union

KB Professor C. R. LUCAS (f 54-59), Vice-Chancellor, 
University of Oxford

OBE H. T. BURNETT (h 53-58)
MBE R. F. PURSSELL, JP (b 41-46), for services to the 

community in Plymouth and Saltash

New Year’s Honours
KB T. P. P. CLIFFORD (d 59-64), Director General,

National Galleries of Scotland, for services to the arts
MBE T. J. HUNT (g 45-49), for services to the British

community in Boston, USA

Honours and Awards in the Forces
QCVS Major General A. D. LEAKEY (b 65-70), for service

in Northern Ireland
CBE Brigadier N. R. PARKER (h 68-72), for service in

Sierra Leone

Promotions
RN

P. J. KIDNER (b 62-67) to Rear Admiral
A. J. RIX (c 70-74) to Commodore
J. A. MORSE (g 77-81) to Captain
ARMY
N. O. FITZGERALD, RA (a 77-81) to Lieutenant Colonel

Commissions from Sandhurst
J. M. H. ALLEN (m 95-97) – The Devonshire and 
Dorset Regiment
N. O. C. FERRIER (c 91-96) – Irish Guards
W. D. HODGKINSON (c 93-98) – King’s Royal Hussars
D. C. M. O’CONNELL (c 91-96) – Irish Guards
D. C. RIGG (m 92-94) – Royal Engineers
T. R. M. ROBINSON (g 93-98) – The Light Dragoons
J. E. STONE (a 91-96) – Scots Dragoon Guards

Commissions from BRNC, Dartmouth
P. A. KIDNER (b 92-97) – Seaman Branch
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LONDON
SOAS
D. K. Robinson (c 94-99) Economics BSc (2:1)

University
S. Bhiraleus (a 97-99) Science Communications BSc (2:2)

and Policy
T. J. Gibney (m 94-99) Philosophy and Economics BA (1st)
K. A. Johnston (m 94-99) Physics with Space Science BSc (2:2)
T. B. B. Kimber (a 94-99) Geography BA (2:2)
A. I. Macintosh (a 93-98) Architecture, Planning, BSc (2:1)

Building & Environmental Studies
P. R. Swabey (d 94-99) Psychology BSc (2:1)
N. J. G. Wyatt (b 93-98) Genetics BSc (1st)

MANCHESTER
R. P. Atkins (m 94-99) Archaeology BA (2:1)
A. C. F. Cheung (c 94-99) Economics BA (2:1)
N. J. A. Forester (h 91-96) Manufacturing Management BSc (2:1)
C. J. Hamilton (e 93-98) Economics BA (2:2)
P. J. Moth (e 94-99) Music MusB (2:1)
A. R. M. Saunders (b 93-98) History of Modern Art BA (1st)
R. S. Stuzer (f 93-98) Economics BA (3rd)

NEWCASTLE
J. Collis (d 93-98) Agriculture BA (2:1)
R. J. de P. Ferguson (b 93-98) Archaeology BA (2:1)
M. D. Low (c 93-98) Agriculture and Marketing BA (2:2)

Business Management
C. P. R. Prentis (d 93-98) Economics BA (2:2)

NOTTINGHAM
R. C. A. Anderson (f 93-98) Industrial Economics BA (2:1)
P. W. Hall (g 93-98) Management Studies BA (2:1)

with Spanish
M. H. Harrison (e 93-98) History BA (2:1)

OXFORD
Balliol
D. A. Holiday (b 94-99) Psychology, Philosophy BA (1st)

and Physiology

Jesus
J. S. Russell (b 94-99) English BA (1st)

St. Anne’s
J. A. Hollis (b 94-99) Politics, Philosophy BA (1st)

and Economics
A. H. Meadows (b 93-98) Mandarin BA (2:1)

St. John’s
R. M. Ambrose (b 93-98) Theology BA (2:1)

Somerville
R. D. Hadley (f 94-99) Modern History BA (2:1)

Worcester
J. B. V. Bennett (e 94-99) Biological Science BA (2:2)

OXFORD BROOKES
J. H. Dickinson (g 93-98) Business Administration BA (2:1)

and Computer Systems

READING
W. P. Cleverly (h 94-99) English BA (1st)
R. B. Haycock (a 93-98) Land Management BSc (2:1)
W. G. B. Howe (h 93-98) Agriculture BSc (2:1)
C. D. Lüneburg (a 94-99) Mechanical Engineering BSc (3rd)
B. C. G. Norman (m 92-97) Italian and History of Art BA (2:1)
M. A. Shearer (b 93-98) Land Management BSc (2:1)
P. J. Tory (a 93-98) Land Management BSc (2:2)

SOUTHAMPTON
P. J. Williams (a 94-99) Management Science BA (2:1)
D. P. R. Fraser (e 93-98) Law BA (2:2)

SUSSEX
D. P. Reece-Smith (b 93-98) Social Anthropology with BA (2:2)

Development Studies

WARWICK
K. K. B. Tse (e 94-99) Mathematics BSc (2:1)
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Reviews

H. Jones VC: 
The Life and Death of an Unusual Hero
By John Wilsey

There are two compelling reasons for recommending
this book to anyone likely to read this review. First, it

is very well written and has been researched
meticulously. Not only is it a fascinating biography of a
complex and controversial character but also a timely
reminder, twenty years on, of just how badly the
Falklands War was going for Britain until the decisive
action fought by Colonel ‘H’ and 2 Para on Darwin Ridge.
Secondly, although Sherborne School is only mentioned
twice (H. Jones was an Etonian), there is plenty here to
interest Shirburnian readers. Most obvious is the fact that
the author, General Sir John Wilsey is a distinguished 
OS (g 52-57). Likewise, Major General Julian Thompson 
(a 48-52) who was the commander of 3 Commando
Brigade during the Falklands War. Another OS who
features is ‘Paddy’ King-Fretts (g 55-59) who, like both
Jones and Wilsey, served in the Devon and Dorsets.
Furthermore, both Colonel H’s sons, David and Rupert,
were in Lyon House before going on to Reading
University, Sandhurst and their father’s old regiment.
David is no longer in the Army, but Rupert is now a Major
and was recently awarded the MBE. H. Jones’s second-in-
command, Chris Keeble, also thought highly enough of
Sherborne to send both his sons to the School. And,
finally, I doubt if many people know that a current pupil
is a grandson of General (now Field Marshal) Sir John
Stanier who was Commander-in-charge UK Land Forces
in 1982 and is credited by Wilsey with having drawn up
the proposal that a battalion, supported by artillery and
naval gunfire, should eliminate the threatening Argentine
presence at Goose Green.

Whilst the Falklands War and, in particular, H. Jones’s
command of 2 Para and the continuing debate about his
actions on Darwin Ridge constitute the climax of the
book, the preceding 200 pages are also full of interest.
John Wilsey is most successful in his evocative
descriptions of life at Eton and Sandhurst and soldiering
in a county regiment in the 1950s. H. did not enjoy Eton
at all and having an unsympathetic housemaster certainly 

Recent OS Publications
Major P. W. G. Barnes (h 28-32)

Tail of the Marathon – Published 1998

T. M. Bradby (b 80-85)
The Sleep of the Dead – Bantam Press, 2001
The Master of Rain – Bantam Press, 2002

J. N. Clive-Matthew (h 92-97)
A Critical Guide to the Films of Tim Burton

Virgin Publishing, 2002

Major General P. A. J. Cordingley (c 58-63) and Sue Limb
Captain Oates: Soldier and Explorer – Leo Cooper, 1995

R. C. E. Cunningham (a 29-33)
The Crowd Roars – QueenSpark Books, 2002

Canon D. B. Eperson (Staff 27-38)
Music and Mathematics: an Autobiography

The Book Guild, 2002 

Dr J. C. Haigh (d 55-59)
Wrestling with Rhinos: 

The Adventures of a Glasgow Vet in Kenya 
ECW Press, 2002

T. V. Heald (g 57-62)
A Peerage for Trade – Sinclair-Stevenson 2001

Monarchy – Macmillan 2002

A. A. de C. Hunter (g 43-47)
A Life of Sir John Eldon Gorst: 

Disraeli’s Awkward Disciple – Frank Cass, 2001

B. P. Jeapes (h 78-83)
The Xenocide Mission – David Fickling Books, 2002

S. E. Myers (b 82-87)
Adrift in China – Summersdale, 2002

Colonel P. B. Rogers (a 59-64)
Restless for Morocco – The Book Guild, 2001

E. R. D. Sworder (a 23-27)
The Time has Come: Memoirs of a Seafaring Man

Hendred Rowse Publishing, 2002

General Sir John Wilsey (g 52-57)
H Jones VC: The Life and Death of an Unusual Hero

Hutchinson, 2002

W. T. Woolrych (f 49-52)
Spain: A New Life – Scotforth Books, 2002
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did not help. Nor was his time at Sandhurst
at all distinguished. By now, though, he
was starting to emerge as a character with
a rather dashing reputation, a process
assisted by substantial private means. His
father, an American millionaire who had
acquired an estate near Dartmouth in the
1930s, had recently died and H. had
inherited considerable wealth – and a 1934
open-top Bentley which he drove at
reckless speed between Camberley and
Kingswear. However, he got off to a
distinctly rocky start in his career as a
junior officer, losing his way on his first
night exercise in charge of his platoon in
Cyprus. Indeed the overall impression at
this stage is of a not especially likeable
character, something of a ‘Hooray Henry’
(or rather Herbert, his actual name, which
he detested) and he even affected a monocle for a time!
Happily he was to be very fortunate in his marriage to
Sara, evidently a most calming influence on H., and he
was lucky as well to serve under several wise
commanding officers who recognised his finer qualities
and forgave his faults. Always inclined to impatience and
impetuosity, H. was often quick to take a stand ‘on
principle’ without always assessing all the evidence.
Nevertheless, his army career progressed well and
included service in Northern Ireland in the early 1970s
when he was responsible for the search for the missing
SAS Officer, Robert Nairac, who had been murdered by
republicans. In April 1981, H. Jones was appointed
Commanding Officer of the 2nd Battalion of the
Parachute Regiment.

Little more than a year later he lay dead on Darwin
Ridge. Interestingly, 2 Para was due to go to Belize when
the Falklands crisis broke in the spring of 1982, but
Colonel H. was determined that they should be included
in the Task Force to be sent to the South Atlantic – and
so they were. Wilsey offers several reasons why Jones
was so keen to be involved in the Falklands campaign,
concluding that ‘H. would have felt that his whole
service career had been in preparation for this historic
moment – that he, personally, had a destiny to fulfil’.
After a chapter entitled ‘Going to War’ which includes a
useful potted history of the whole background to the

Falklands conflict and the failure of British
politicians and diplomats to read Argentine
intentions correctly, we come to the climax
of the book. By late May the war was going
very badly for Britain (we had lost the
Sheffield, Coventry and Atlantic Conveyor)
and political pressure in London was
intensifying for the armed forces in the
South Atlantic to achieve some success. It
was against this background that 2 Para’s
bid to capture Darwin Ridge and Goose
Green took place. John Wilsey describes
the operation both vividly and
convincingly.  Nor does he fight shy of
entering the controversy concerning
Colonel H’s decision to take personal
command of A company and ‘go forward’
after the initial assault had stalled. Whilst
admitting that ‘there is a mass of

conflicting evidence’ (and indeed he summarises the
assessment to be found elsewhere), Wilsey concludes
that H. was justified in acting as he did and that this was
the crucial moment in the whole campaign, not least
because the ‘successful outcome of Goose Green and the
sacrifice of H. gave those still fighting a moral
ascendancy’ in this war against the Argentine military
dictatorship. In the final chapter ‘Aftermath’, Wilsey also
looks at the issues concerning the award of a
posthumous VC to H. Jones and hints at the politics of
this decision.

John Wilsey’s biography is based on deep personal
knowledge as well as very thorough research. The
footnotes reveal the extent of the latter, including
interviews with Mrs Thatcher and other leading political
figures of the era as well as military and naval ‘top
brass’. It should be added that the book was written with
the full support and encouragement of Colonel H’s
widow and sons, especially Rupert (a godson of John
Wilsey), and that the extensive quotations from letters
written by H. to Sara add poignancy to the story. In his
foreword the well-known military historian, John
Keegan, concludes that ‘John Wilsey’s life of H., his
brother officer, is an important addition to the history of
a conflict from which Britain’s late-twentieth-century
renaissance as an international power may be dated’.

Patrick Francis, Housemaster of Lyon House
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Captain Oates: Soldier and Explorer
By Patrick Cordingley and Sue Limb

Sir Alan Herbert in ‘Uncommon Law’ (1935) asserts
that ‘the Englishman never enjoys himself except for

a noble purpose’.  Most of my generation have wondered
what lay behind one of the best remembered acts of self-
sacrifice of the twentieth century. The last words of
Captain ‘Titus’ Oates (‘I am just going outside and I may
be some time’) were recorded by Scott in his diary.  They
are quoted (or misquoted) so frequently because they
reveal something of the stoicism and the tendency to
understatement which characterized the officer and the
gentleman of that period, and Oates was an English
gentleman, one hundred per cent.

When I chose to read this book, I had expected an
exciting account of the life of a man of action. I found
that, but so much more besides. It is an admirably
detailed account of Oates’s life, but the author reveals so
much about the attitudes to be encountered in the
British Army of a hundred years ago.

Some of their assumptions were relics of medieval
chivalry, revealing a total lack of understanding of the
language, customs and culture of the peoples amongst
whom the army was stationed. The gap between officers
and men was equally wide. One incident involving a
pigeon-shooting party of officers of the Inniskilling
Dragoons at Denishwai in Egypt is illuminating.
Because of a series of misunderstandings and an
impenetrable language barrier, an ugly scene developed
and one officer had his gun wrested from him,
whereupon it went off wounding several people,
including a woman. The Commanding Officer handed
his gun over as a gesture of appeasement and all the
others followed his example. They were then severely
beaten up and one died from his injuries. ‘All the
villagers saw was an absurd Englishman who had chosen
for some mysterious reason to give up his gun.’  

Strangely Oates seems to have been an exception and,
so far from adopting an aloof attitude towards his
comrades, he actually volunteered to be a midshipman
on the Antarctic expedition ship Terra Nova. Also,
whenever he could, he avoided the pomp and finery
associated with the typical social life of the officer.
Nevertheless we can easily understand how he would

sacrifice himself for his
companions if he felt he
was endangering them.

In his childhood too
he lived in a strictly
disciplined household.
We can’t imagine
putting in a visitors’
book a list of rules
including ‘Don’t stay an
awful time, i.e., more
than a week’ or ‘Don’t
say “what fish?” when
offered fish for
breakfast’. There are
others as well, equally
severe!

The book also gives a
clear picture of Scott
and of his relationship with Oates. They were as
different as chalk from cheese.  Oates was desperately
loyal and reliable and prepared for any physical
hardship.  For example, in a storm in the southern
ocean, when their overloaded ship was nearly
foundering, he spent sixty hours continuously trying to
save his ponies, frequently lifting them back on to their
feet, drenched by waves breaking over the ship.  Scott
seems to have lacked a sure touch of common sense in
action and crucially ignored a plan suggested by Oates
which would almost certainly have averted the tragic
loss of the party as it returned from the pole. Scott,
however, was brilliant at keeping the whole party happy
through the long dark winter in the hut.  Oates was a
very quiet, almost taciturn man who formed close
friendships with others of his kind.  Scott, on the other
hand, would bubble about with enthusiasm and interest
in all the various activities and experiments being
carried out by the whole company.

This book is clearly written and well illustrated.  At
one and the same time it provides the reader with a
wealth of details, but preserves its clarity. The trees do
not obscure the wood. I much enjoyed reading it and can
thoroughly recommend it to military historians and to
anyone who is curious about heroism.

Rob Lloyd (Staff 62-97)
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Dorset Opera: Bellini’s Norma

The audience that attended the opening of Norma at
La Scala, Milan, in December 1831 did not give the

opera a warm reception. Bellini himself described the
event as ‘a solemn fiasco’. It
is, however, likely that this
initial failure was due to the
hostile influence of an
aristocratic mistress of a rival
composer rather than to any
deficiencies in the score or
libretto. Indeed, before the
decade was over, Richard
Wagner was to write an
extremely complimentary
critique of Norma. It was, in
his view, ‘indisputably
Bellini’s most successful
composition’, whilst Felice Romani’s libretto soared ‘to
the tragic heights of the ancient Greeks . . . all the
passions, so characteristically ennobled by Bellini’s
melodies, are thereby given a majestic foundation and
support, and form themselves into grandiose and distant
pictures’. By the end of the century Norma had become
the most successful of Bellini’s operas, having been
performed in sixteen different languages in thirty-five
countries. This success was in no small measure due to
the diligence of the composer. Many sections of the
libretto were written over and over again before they
satisfied Bellini, who himself allegedly discarded eight
versions of the now famous aria Casta Diva prior to
completing the opera.

It was similar attention to detail which ensured that
Dorset Opera’s production did not disappoint the
audiences that packed the Big Schoolroom on
consecutive August nights. Every year Patrick Shelley
and his dedicated team successfully combine an amateur
chorus with professional soloists and musicians in order
to stage a complete opera in just under two weeks.  As
ever, the musical direction and instruction of Patrick
Shelley (conductor) and Gareth Jones (chorus master)
were first-rate, especially when one considers the
problems posed by placing a chorus of fifty-two on to
such a small stage. 

But it is also the unsung heroes that make a production
of this kind work so effectively. Simon Wilkinson sat
tirelessly through every chorus rehearsal to make sure
that we correctly softened our ‘T’s and rolled  our ‘R’s.
Too often even professional singers get carried away by

soaring melodies and forget
that it is the words which not
only tell the story of the opera
but which can also add so much
dramatic effect to it. Howard
Lloyd, an up-and-coming local
designer, studiously researched
the period in which the opera is
set, in order to ensure that the
scenes created were as
accurate a depiction of first
century BC Gaul as possible.
The results were a haunting set
and vivid costumes, both of

which added considerably to the overall impact of the
production.

It is, however, the singing and musical interpretation
of the soloists that define any opera, and this year’s crop
proved a potent mix.

The rôle of Norma was written specifically for
Giuditta Pasta, as Bellini believed it would be ideal for a
singer with her ‘encyclopaedic’ range of expression. The
way in which Karine Babajanyan played the part
suggested that it could have also been written with her
in mind. Indeed, it was not only the physical likeness to
Callas, who has made the part her own, that was
striking. It is generally accepted that the bel canto rôle
demands at least a forty-year-old soprano, yet the
youthful Miss Babajanyan proved this to be a myth. Her
rendition of Casta Diva, sung with piercing clarity at
the most difficult of dynamic levels, was deeply moving.
The beautiful tone and accuracy that she produced
throughout, but most noticeably on the top notes, was
utterly refreshing and a joy to listen to. An Armenian,
based in Germany, she performed with such aplomb on
her UK début that it will surely not be long before she
appears on this country’s biggest stages. 

Eduardo Itaborahy returned to Sherborne, a year
after his successful portrayal of Macduff, to play the part
of Pollione, the Roman proconsul and Norma’s disloyal

Photo: Ikon Studios
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lover. Some may have questioned the accuracy of his
intonation, but few could argue against the excitement
and drama that he brought to the stage. The various
duets and trios that he sang with Norma and Adalgisa,
especially the closing Qual cor tradisti, were full of
tangible emotion and pathos. Perhaps most importantly,
at least from the point of view of the chorus and the aim
of Dorset Opera to inspire young singers, Mr Itaborahy
was great fun to work with, whilst remaining the
consummate professional throughout the production.

Andrea Baker (Adalgisa) was another who sang her
rôle with great vigour. Her powerful mezzo-soprano
voice is impressive enough on its own, yet it was her
scenes with Norma that remain most memorable. Their
ensemble singing was quite simply superb, as they
combined almost effortlessly to create some spine-
tingling moments in the opening scenes of the second
act.

Michail Milanov brought all of his extensive Dorset
Opera experience to bear in playing the part of Oroveso,
the Archdruid and Norma’s father. He is a master of
using facial expressions that match not only the tone of
his sonorous bass voice, but also the exact mood of any
particular scene. He was thus able to bring his character
convincingly to life in what was otherwise a fairly static
production.

Another who was making a welcome return to the
Sherborne stage was Annalise Whittlesea (Clotilde),
following her successful Dorset Opera début last year.
Unfortunately, due to her rather limited rôle, the
audience and chorus alike were not treated to the full
range of Miss Whittlesea’s burgeoning and exciting
talent. Yet, at the age of twenty-four, she remains an
inspiration and example to anyone who dreams of
pursuing an operatic career. Having first sung in the DO
chorus whilst at St. Antony’s Leweston, she now hopes
to return to the Guildhall School of Music and Drama to
attend an opera course before embarking on what will
undoubtedly be a stunning career.

Others who have taken part in Dorset Opera, whether
in the chorus or back-stage, are equally capable of
following in her footsteps. This year’s chorus contained
talented singers right across the age-range, although it is
a shame that relatively few current pupils and recent OS
from the combined Sherborne schools still participate. 

Dorset Opera was, after all, set up primarily for their
benefit. Staging a full-scale opera, with professional
soloists and musicians, in under two weeks, is an
immensely exciting project to be involved with, even for
those who have had no prior experience of opera. The
worry of not being able to learn so many notes and
words in time should not be a deterrent. Expert tuition,
guidance and encouragement are provided from the
start and, whilst they necessarily involve some hard
work, the whole two weeks are conducted (quite
literally!) with an enormous sense of fun. There is also a
bursary fund available for those with financial concerns
who wish to take part.

Few involved with this year’s production of Norma
will forget the electric Saturday night performance and
the enormous sense of achievement that came with it.
The BSR may not be able to match La Scala as a venue,
but the closing evening of Dorset Opera 2002 was a
glorious success and the reception from the audience
could not have been warmer. 

Robin Carvell (g 92-97)

If you are interested in taking part 
in future productions, 

please visit the Dorset Opera website 
www.dorsetopera.com

Photo: Ikon Studios
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Articles

The Revolutionary Waughs

Whenever I caused him grief, Robert Powell used to
shake his head wisely and sorrowfully and say, ‘Alec

Waugh always times his visit to coincide with the Lord’s
Test Match and the Old Shirburnian Dinner’. This
happened often. 

I was in too much awe of the Headmaster to say what
I felt, which was ‘So what?’, but forty years on I still feel
that this was the correct response and that ‘Chief’ was
missing the point. Having just re-read Waugh’s
Sherborne roman-à-clef The Loom of Youth and his
father Arthur’s autobiography One Man’s Road, as well
as perusing the fascinating archive material in the
Beckett Room, as A.B. ‘Unks’ Gourlay’s semi-
subterranean old classroom is now known, I feel
confirmed in my view.  

Alec Waugh was always passionate about cricket and
about Sherborne. Wild horses wouldn’t have kept him
away from the Lord’s Test and the only thing that would
have kept him away from the Old Shirburnian dinner was
Sherborne itself.  Which for some sad years it did.  

The point of Chief’s sorrowful saying was that he
regarded Alec Waugh as the ultimate rebel who, as part
of his rebellion, came to hate Sherborne. In middle age,
according to the Powell reading of events, Waugh had
realised the error of his ways and come to appreciate the
virtues of conservatism. This would happen to me too.
Just wait and see. Well, up to a point Lord Copper.

Many of you gentle readers almost certainly haven’t a
clue what I’m talking about, but though The  Loom of
Youth affair now looks like a storm in a very small tea-
cup, it was one of the few times when a Sherborne
brouhaha became national news and it caused, in its day,
an inordinate amount of grief. It also, inadvertently, could
be said to have been instrumental in helping to produce
one of the greatest English writers of the last century.

It all began when Arthur Waugh went to Sherborne in
1879. His father, a sporting Radley-educated doctor, was
in general practice at Midsomer Newton. Sherborne was
just emerging from the extraordinary headmastership of
Harper. In less than three decades Harper had
transformed the place from a dozy little country

grammar school with thirty pupils and only two boarders
to one of the great Victorian public schools with almost
three hundred pupils of whom only about thirty were
day-boys.

Arthur Waugh wasn’t too enamoured of the anarchic
boy-run extra-curricular life of the school, but he fell
under the spell of the place, of the buildings and of some
of the teachers, most notably James Rhoades, the
English master who wrote the words for the numerous
school songs. After Oxford, Waugh became a publisher
and was for years Managing Director of Chapman and
Hall, famous for having published Charles Dickens.

It was natural that Arthur Waugh OS should send his
own sons to Sherborne and in due course Alec, the elder,
arrived at the School in 1911. Alec took to the School
even more avidly than Arthur and was soon, according to
his father, ‘up to his neck in the life of the place, so keen
upon competition that he allowed house rivalry to freeze
into a positive hatred of his opponents’. He, like his
father, also fell under the spell of a charismatic English
master, in his case S. P. B. Mais, a prolific author and
broadcaster, whose long and ultimately disastrous life
was recently memorialised by his grandson, the writer
Nicholas Shakespeare.

Alec was still at Sherborne when the First World War
broke out and the School seems to have fallen apart 
as boys left prematurely for life and, as often or not,
death, on the Western Front. Almost a third of his
contemporaries (fourteen) were killed in action, but he
himself was relatively lucky, being captured by the
Germans and spending the rest of the war in prison
camp.

Before being commissioned, Alec was stationed for six
boring weeks with the Inns of Court Officer Training
Corps at Berkhamsted in Hertfordshire and there, early
in the mornings (rising at 4.30) and late at night, he
wrote a novel describing life at a public school called
Fernhurst. Fernhurst, of course, was Sherborne and the
characters were just as easily recognisable. For the 
benefit of later generations Waugh wrote out a cast list in
his almost impossibly tiny, crabbed hand. From this we
learn, for instance, that the School blood ‘Lovelace’ was
actually the roguish cricketer A.W.Carr, sacked by Eton,
who won his Nottinghamshire cap while still at
Sherborne and later captained England (how bizarre that
the only other Shirburnian England cricket captain 
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should have become a bishop!).  S. P. B. Mais was in the
book as ‘Ferrers’ and Waugh himself was ‘Gordon
Caruthers’.

From the beginning, the young author sent work-in-
progress to his publisher father, who immediately
realised that he himself could never publish the book. It
was too close to home in every conceivable sense. On
the other hand, he was ‘convinced that the
story was a slice of life, while it never
occurred to me that any intelligent reader
would fail to appreciate that it was
absolutely permeated by enthusiasm for
the School’.

When he had finished, Alec started
sending it to publishers. They all turned it
down with that condescending certainty
writers will recognise. One who rejected it
was Martin Secker whose name lives on,
just, in the imprint Secker and Warburg.
Waugh was disconsolate, but Mais, who
had obviously suffered at the same hands,
wrote to his former pupil, ‘My dear ox,
don’t you realise that Secker knows
nothing about books.’ 

A few months later, Alec Waugh went as a cadet to the
Royal Military College at Camberley where one of the
professors was Thomas Seccombe, an old friend of the
family. Seccombe read the manuscript and thought
sufficiently highly of it to send a recommendation to his
friend Grant Richards of the Richards Press. Richards
said he would publish it on condition that Seccombe
wrote a preface. He did and the book duly appeared.
Alec dedicated it to his father with ‘the very real and
very deep love of a most grateful son’. Arthur,
overwhelmed, later wrote, ‘I should have been a poor
sort of father indeed, if I had not felt that the harvest of
parentage had come home in golden sheaves.’

Now the trouble began. Arthur realised that, if the
book were published, it might be difficult for him to
send Alec’s brother Evelyn to Sherborne as intended. He
decided that the only way to resolve this was to ask the
advice of the Headmaster, Nowell Smith ‘whose kindness
and generosity, alike to father and son, had always been
inexhaustible’. They lunched at the Headmaster’s club
and ‘agreed’ (!) that Evelyn could not go to Sherborne.

Instead he went to the Headmaster’s house at Lancing
where he received an altogether more laissez-faire
education than he would have had at Sherborne. He was
a very different sort of boy from his brother and went on
to be a very different sort of writer. One can’t help
wondering how much their subsequent careers had to do
with this accident of education.

The Loom of Youth was published at the
end of July 1917. A few days later Alec
went to France to join the Dorset
Regiment. On the 27th, the book was
favourably reviewed in the Times
Literary Supplement. Other reviews,
nearly all more or less enthusiastic,
swiftly followed.

Then schoolmasters and parents began
to read it and, in Arthur’s words, the book
‘crackled and blazed through the common
rooms of the public schools’. In some
schools merely reading it was a beatable
offence. Nowell Smith was outraged and
wrote to both Waughs bitterly about
betrayal.  So did Carey, the great games
master, characterised in the book as

‘Buller’ or ‘the bull’.
When Alec realised that the book was being seen as

an attack on his beloved alma mater, he was at
Passchendaele holding a captured German ‘pill box’.
Outraged, he wrote a letter of defence to The
Shirburnian. The School magazine declined to print it
and the Old Shirburnian Society immediately invited him
to resign. When he refused, Alec Waugh’s name was
officially removed from the roll. His father Arthur later
wrote, ‘my own devotion to the School had been strained
to the breaking point. I could not choose but stand by
my son, and follow him into exile. But when I said
“Good-bye” to Sherborne, I broke irrevocably and for
ever the magic wand of Prospero.’ As a national story,
that was more or less the end. Martin Secker, who had
originally turned the book down but was employed by
Grant Richards, fanned the flames of notoriety and
controversy to such an extent that the Loom was
reprinted five times in its first year and three the next.
It was reprinted again in 1954 but is now extraordinarily
difficult to find. My copy comes from the London

A family group with Evelyn standing on
the left and Alec sitting on the grass
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Library. On the internet I found several second-hand
copies of Arthur Waugh’s autobiography, but not one of
The Loom of Youth.

Arthur died in 1943, immortalised in a vignette in
Evelyn’s Brideshead and a cameo performance by Sir
John Gielgud in the TV version (in which his son is
played by another Old Shirburnian, Jeremy Irons).
Evelyn died in 1966, an acknowledged genius of whom
his elder brother Alec was never, according to his family,
even remotely jealous. In fact Alec always took great
pride in his little brother, regarding him almost more like
a precocious nephew. He himself died in 1981, author of
some fifty books of which the most successful apart
possibly from the Loom was  Island in the Sun, which
was filmed in 1957 with Harry Belafonte in the lead rôle.
He was that relative rarity, an author who lived entirely
from his writing, but destined, alas, to be best known
simply as Evelyn’s elder brother.

The feud with Sherborne rumbled on for years. In
1931 a friend offered to drive Alec back to London from
Chagford in Devon and suggested they stop for lunch in
Sherborne. ‘I can’t have lunch in Sherborne,’ said Alec
and explained why. Two years later, however, after an
intervention from another younger OS writer, Cecil Day-
Lewis, he was restored to the ranks of the Old
Shirburnian Society.  

Such was his loyalty to the School that he later sent
both his sons there. His younger son, Peter, recalls that
whenever he penned anything, almost the first thing he
asked himself was always ‘What would Sherborne say?’

Re-reading his book eighty-five years after it was first
published, it is difficult to understand what the fuss was
about. Difficult, but not impossible. He is often brutally
rude about masters and boys who were obviously easily
recognised. He is harsh in his criticism of ‘the public
school system’ and particularly its worship of
competitive games, even though he loved them and
excelled at both cricket and rugby. Above all The Loom
of Youth carries the ring of truth. And that, as we all
know, is seldom easy to accept.

Considering that he wrote it in spare moments in six
months aged seventeen, it is an astonishing tour de
force, the speed sometimes shows and the editing is
sometimes slapdash. One boy, for instance, is Davenport
on one page and Davenham the next. But it has great
pace (if you can stand the detailed descriptions of house

rugby matches) and some genuinely lyrical descriptions
of the Abbey, the Courts and the Cloisters.

In its day it was thought sexually scandalous by some.
In his last term Gordon clearly has a crush on a boy
called Morcombe, but they don’t appear to do anything
more risqué than discuss poetry together.
Homosexuality is implicit and there is just one
heterosexual moment when Gordon goes over the wall
on the night of the Pack Monday Fair and spends an hour
or two lavishing hot kisses on a girl called Emmie (‘He
remembered flinging himself beside her in the grass and
burying his face in her hair’). But by contemporary
standards it is, unsurprisingly, as tame as Mills and
Boon.

In retrospect I think the most scandalous aspect of
the affair is the thin-lipped bitter attitude of the
Sherborne establishment from Nowell Smith down. How
dare The Shirburnian not grant him a right of reply!
How could the OS Society strike him off the roll! (It’s
worth remembering that the President of the Society
from 1909 to 1927 was none other than the Headmaster,
Nowell Smith himself.)

But, in the end, all was forgiven and Waugh did
indeed take to attending the Old Shirburnian dinner on
his visits from Jamaica. I remember a small dapper man
in a fancy brocade waistcoat. I also have a letter from
him somewhere, written on Athenaeum Court Hotel
writing paper in that tiny handwriting and green ink. He
was declining my invitation to write something for a
magazine called Sixth Form Opinion. This was a pity,
since it was the sort of magazine I felt he might have
edited himself.

Last year the Old Shirburnian Society held the first of
what I hope will become a series of ‘media’ lunches. The
Headmaster came and showed every sign of enjoying
himself. There were about forty OS hacks and luvvies at
the Groucho Club and I found myself, as an improbable
President, proposing a toast and a posthumous apology
to Alec Waugh and The Loom of Youth, his succès de
scandale of a Sherborne novel. As I did, I wondered
what Robert Powell would have said.

I could see him in my mind’s eye, shaking his head,
and saying with, perhaps, a twinkle in his eye (though
maybe not), ‘I told you so.’

Tim Heald
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Without Hesitation
Ian Messiter (a 33-38), producer of ITMA and deviser of parlour games

One feels almost duty-bound, in writing an account of
the life of Ian Messiter, to do so without repetition,

hesitation or deviating from the subject: these, of
course, are the well-known obstacles placed before
contestants in Messiter’s legendary parlour-game Just a
Minute. It is as a creator of such entertainments for
radio and television that Ian Messiter is best
remembered. Other titles in his portfolio include
Petticoat Line, Many a Slip, Fair Deal and Leave
your Name and Number, all of which enjoyed
considerable success, though without doubt Just a
Minute – still running on Radio 4 after over 30 years –
is the jewel in his broadcasting crown. And Shirburnians
can feel a certain pride that their School played a major
part in its conception.

Born in 1920 in Dudley (whose other claim to fame is
as the epicentre of an earthquake in September 2002),
Ian Messiter endured a less than idyllic childhood.  His
domineering grandmother and snobbish parents
provided a joyless environment for a small boy.  Worse,
he developed a severe stutter (which never left him) that
can hardly have been helped by his mother’s cruel
attempts to ridicule him by imitating his speech
impediment. Similarly his bed-wetting (which happily
was shorter-lived) was met with beatings from his father.
How strange that such childhood horrors – and there
were many others, as documented in his autobiography
My Life and Other Games – should have produced an
adult whose career was largely dedicated to providing
fun and entertainment for others. Whatever their
shortcomings, his parents were not poor, and at the age
of nine, Ian was sent away to a prep school in
Winchester, which he describes as ‘a horrifying
experience that should never have been wished even on
a dog’. At no time during his four years at this institution
did his parents consider it necessary to visit him.
Somehow, he survived and in September 1933 he
arrived at Sherborne; his older sister was already at the
Girls’ School.

After the trials and tribulations of his first twelve
years, it would be pleasant to report that Sherborne
transformed his life. Indeed in one specific event it
certainly did so, in the long run. At the time, however, as 

a non-games player he
found the going tough,
though compensations
were to be found in 
the Astronomical Society,
which owned a powerful
telescope, and the Musical
Society, run by a clergy-
man, Mr Eperson, who
introduced him to the music
of Wagner.

The life-changing event
occurred during a history
lesson given by the
fearsome P. E. H. Parry-
Jones. Young Messiter had
unwisely allowed his
attention to wander, there-
by compounding his earlier mistake of suggesting to P-J
(primarily a classics teacher) that there was little point
in learning a dead language such as Latin.  Having thus
endeared himself to the master, it is no surprise that his
lapse of concentration was met with a degree of hostility.
Let Messiter himself describe the encounter:

‘ “Messiter!” he shouted, with such violence that the
echo came back from the cloisters. “Stand up!” My knees
shook with obedience.  

“You will”, went on P-J, “in sixty seconds repeat what
I have been saying . . .”  

No words came out, because I had no clue as to what
he had been talking about, and the anticipation of my
stuttering magnified the silence.  

He continued, “And you may not hesitate . . . ”  
“I-er-I-er-I . . .”
“Or repeat yourself.” ’
It was impossible. Even if the words had been there,

they would never have escaped because of physical
petrifaction and temporary lock-jaw. The whacking that
followed was painful, humiliating and took place in front
of the whole class.’

The incident made such an impression on Ian that
years later, as a BBC producer, he used it as the basis for
a new panel game, transmitted in 1949 as One Minute
Please. The extra stipulation in the rules – no deviation
from the subject – came to him on the top deck of a
No.13 bus!

Ian Messiter
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Ian Messiter left Sherborne in 1938. His father
intended that he would become a GP like himself, but Ian
had other ideas. He wanted to be, of all things, a
conjurer.  And, even more extraordinary, his father,
having failed to dissuade him, gave him £5.00 and the
cost of a return trip from Dudley to London, no doubt
expecting that the show-biz bug would rapidly lose its
allure. If so, he was to be disappointed. True, young
Messiter (or ‘Cassan the Mystic’ as he preferred to be
known), failed to find fame as a magician, but he soon
joined the BBC and eventually, after a brief spell of war
service in the Psychological Warfare Unit, became a

producer of light entertainment shows including ITMA
and Twenty Questions. Apart from a short period
working in South Africa, he remained with the BBC for
the rest of his career, creating and producing game
shows, writing plays, and blowing the whistle at the end
of 60 seconds in Just a Minute, the show with which his
name will always be associated. As for P-J, the show’s
unlikely begetter, he was doubtless bemused and
gratified to receive the unexpected gift of a bottle of
champagne from Messiter in recognition of his vital rôle
in its conception.

Dr Richard Kershaw (Staff 75-99)

Engagements 2001 - 2002
Major D. A. J. Allen (h 84-88) to Miss Fiona Young
Lt. A. R. Baines (d 86-91) to Captain Kathryn Heppinstall
D. I. Baker (a 88-93) to Miss Sally Roper
T. J. Blackburn (g 84-89) to Miss Susanna Hunt
D. N. Brummitt (d 77-82) to Miss Sarah Thearle
T. P. H. Clarkson (b 88-93) to Miss Arabella Ahern
Lt T. C. de C. Clay (c 87-92) to Miss Rachel Martin
S. C. A. Evans (h 86-91) to Miss Hazel Pilkington
D. T. Gilby (e 82-87) to Miss Naomi Braithwaite
T. W. J. Grey (f 83-88) to Miss Jenny Reid 
S. J. Hawksley (d 84-86) to Miss Louisa Fox
P. J. Hodges (b 84-88) to Miss Deborah Ralphs
J. V. Macdonald (a 83-88) to Miss Vanessa Vermette
R. O. A. Maclaren (e 90-95) to Miss Katrina Sharpe
C. R. Milton (e 90-95) to Miss Rebecca Cole
E. C. A. Raymond (m 86-91) to Miss Zoë Zannetou
Capt. C. T. Sargent (b 85-90) to Miss Rachel Robertson
W. P. Sclater (b 82-87) to Miss Victoria Panton
W. J. P. Simpson Gee (h 84-89) to Miss Sophie O’Connell
N. C. A. Sowerbutts (a 87-92) to Miss Louise Brown
Dr R. H. D. Townsend (c 86-91) to Miss Jennifer Lucas 
A. H. M. Vaux (g 83-88) to Miss Zara Maidment
T. P. Walker (d 72-76) to Miss Sally Titmus

Ian Messiter died on 24th November 1999
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Marriages 2001 - 2002

Major S. T. W. Bridge (f 77-82) to Captain Erica Burley on 6th April 2002

E. K. D. Bush (h 84-89) to Miss Anneli Rennie on 6th April 2002

H. D. L. Davies (m 86-91) to Miss Jill Farrow on 30th December 2001 

A. J. Dowdeswell (b 90-95) to Mme Carole Manfrino on 1st June 2002

A. R. Grainger (f 77-82) to Miss Susanna Villiers on 8th October 2001

B. G. Guthrie (g 82-83) to Miss Kate Macdonald-Buchanan on 17th November 2001

J. N. J. Hawskley (e 86-91) to Ms Agnes Burke in September 2000

R. D. King (a 82-87) to Miss Kathering Pelissier on 24th April 2001

T. D. Macpherson (b 86-91) to Miss Tanya Cowling on 20th July 2002

J. M. C. Maynard (h 80-85) to Miss Kate Victoria Williams on 8th December 2001 

J. S. Milward (c 78-83) to Miss Andrea Ching on 15th June 2002

D. J. Pinder (f 83-88) to Miss Petra Dreesen on 31st May 2002 

J. E. de V. Plumstead (h 89-91) to Miss Lavinia Carr-Smith on 18th August 2001

J. R. Roberts-West (f 78-83) to Miss Louisa White on 11th November 2001

J. H. L. Rucker (g 83-88) to Miss Zoë Wilmot on 6th October 2001

P. N. Scoffham (g 87-92) to Miss Naomi Vaile on 10th June 2000

C. M. Sherwin (b 84-89) to Dr Ellen Copson on 6th July 2002

H. J. C. Twyford (e 86-91) to Ms Rachel Lynne Ferster on 13th August 2000
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ASHBY, Brian Axworthy (c 48-52), 25th August 2002
BATEMAN, George William Barthrop (d 24-28), 

14th January 2002
BELL, David Whiteford Erskine (c 37-42), 

2nd February 2002
BOISSIER, Denis Ian Campbell (b 33-36), 

27th February 2002 
BLANDFORD-NEWSOM, William Henry (h 44-48),

25th February 2002 
BOWERBANK, Christopher William (a 54-59), 

25th April 2002
CLAYTON, Giles (d 34-39), June 2002
COLLINS, Maurice Arthur Reily (g 33-38), 

4th September 2002
COLLINS, Peter (b 50-54), 12th March 2002
COOPER, Neville John (f 38-42), 9th September 2002 
COOPER, William Frank (a 34-38), January 2002
CRAMER, Ian David William (h 27-31), 

24th June 2001
DUNN, Donald Morton (g 27-32), 

12th February 2002
FENWICK, Thomas (g 27-32), in 2002
FROST, Brian Harvey (b 47-51), 4th December 2001
GOW, Peter William (d 27-31), 22nd January 2002
GRATTAN, Patrick Galloway (h 40-45), 

September 2002
JACKSON, Patrick Gerald Basil (g 37-41), 

12th March 2002
HALL, Richard William (g 45-49), 

27th September 2001
HOGG, Mark Arthur Philip (a 41-46), 

5th January 2002

KERR-JARRETT, Peter Francis (a 30-34), 
27th March 2001

KING, Arthur Robert Eyare (c 28-32), 11th June 2002
KIRWAN, Reginald William (h 34-38), 

26th October 2001
LANG, Rodolph Anthony Maule (g 37-41), in 2002
LESLIE-JONES, Peter Malcolm (b 35-40), 

22nd December 2001
LOWE, Colonel Peter Anthony (g 33-37), June 2002
MOORE, David George (c 74-78), January 2002 
NEILL, David Anthony Stobart (a 53-58), 

10th December 2001
PAUL, John Haythorne (b 51-56), 22nd January 2002
PORTER, John William (d 51-55), 14th May 2002
RICKS, John Charles (d 52-55), 22nd October 2001
SMITH, Fredrick William Owen (latterly Owen-Smith) 

(f 27-32), 10th June 2001
STEDEFORD, James Peter (a 63-68), 

28th October 2001
TAUNTON, Stephen Charles (c 65-69), 

8th February 2002 
THOMAS, Robert Trevor (b 51-55), 1st March 2002
WALFORD, Michael Moore (Staff 39-77), 

16th January 2002
WALKER, Robert Ramsay Campbell (a 31-34), 

29th April 2002 
WARD, James Baddeley (d 65-70), 7th August 2002
WOOD, John Basil (a 30-33), 24th October 2001
ZEALLEY, Thomas Sharland (a 40-45), 

12th May 2002 

OS Deaths
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Micky Walford
This address was delivered at Micky’s memorial service
on 8th June 2002

I would like straightaway to make an apology and an
acknowledgement. The apology is quite simple. I am

sorry. I am patently not the former Bishop of Liverpool,
and those of you who were expecting him to address you,
as announced in the most recent annual review of the
Sherborne Pilgrims, are free to leave! And now for the
acknowledgement – I was surprised to read recently that
the translators of the New Testament for what was to
become the Authorised Version lifted no less than eighty-
four per cent of the text from Tyndale’s version dating
back seventy-five years. The translators’ input was in fact
a meagre sixteen per cent. So it is in this address.  My
contribution is the paltry sixteen per cent, and you are
lucky it is so little. My thanks go therefore to the
generous contributions of Micky’s friends who shared
their thoughts and memories of him with me and now
with you.

There will be no one here who has not read Micky’s
obituaries, no one therefore who is not aware of many of
the details of his remarkable sporting career. First
however, and even though none of us can be in any doubt
about Micky’s sporting credentials, let me just quote E.
W. Swanton, for so many years the magisterial ‘Voice of
Cricket’. Swanton rated Micky as one of the two
outstanding Oxford sportsmen of the decade leading up
to the Second World War (the other being the South
African H. G. Owen-Smith). Moreover, the Oxford teams
of those years were teams to be reckoned with. Swanton
recalls one particular match in terms so vivid we can
almost see it for ourselves. ‘The steam was rising from
the sweating packs on an autumn afternoon of driving
rain and mud when the 1935/36 All Blacks came to Iffley
Road. Oxford, with three quarters of the game gone,
were only a point behind at 5 – 4. Micky Walford makes
a sudden break from his own half and feeds the blond
figure outside. Down the right touch-line, straight
towards us in the pavilion, flaxen hair streaming, streaks
Alex Obolensky with his unique flash of speed. Amid the
high-pitched squawks of the boys of Summer Fields and

the Dragon School clustered behind the goals he rounds
Gilbert, the great full-back, and touches down beneath
the bar. John Brett kicks the goal, the ‘Varsity lead 9 – 5 
and visions arise of the first defeat ever administered to
these mighty New Zealanders on English soil.’  It was not
to be.  With one supreme effort the All Blacks scored a
try.  It was converted, and the All Blacks won 10 – 9. But
that reference to Micky was typical – inventive,
imaginative, seeing the opening and generously making
way for others. Whilst he always played to win, it went
without saying that he exemplified at the same time the
highest standards of sportsmanship.

I heard a word, new to me, recently on the radio:
‘linty’, which is Durhamesque for ‘nimble’, apparently.
Well, Micky was ‘linty’. He was also, to quote from an
article in World Sports 1949, ‘as quick on his feet as a
whippet’. To it he added as much technical
accomplishment as careful attention to inspired coaching
could produce. This nimbleness kept him accident-free.
His only recorded mishap took place in his first term at
Sherborne, not gloriously on the field of battle, but
ingloriously while showing a fifteen-year-old pupil how to
tackle. Micky broke his collarbone.

It was, of course, the sheer prodigality of his talents
which marked him out. He was an outstanding fives
player. For quick recreational refreshment he would grab
a game of billiards. Captain of the 1948 Olympic hockey,
he took the team to the final. After the match he was seen
furtively leaving the ground clutching a cricket bag. He
had to;  he was playing cricket for Somerset the next day.
Even as a teenager, he was approached by soccer talent
scouts hoping to cajole him into signing professional
papers. The Oxford soccer side bid for him too. It wasn’t
that he would not have played.  He simply could not fit
the games in. Perhaps it would have been understandable
if all this success had gone – just a little – to his head.  But
of that there was not a trace. And even with failure – and
as a batsman he regarded being hit by the ball in that light
– his sense of humour was never far round the corner. He
remembered with satisfaction driving the great Keith
Miller straight for four. The next ball from Miller was
lethal – almost literally so – and hit him a dreadful blow
close to the heart. Micky fell to the ground. He later
recalled, ‘For the first five minutes I thought I was dead.’

Obituaries
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Sport was far from his only
considerable experience. He was exactly
of the age that made him liable for war
service. He joined up as a private in the
Royal Signals. He was posted to Blackpool
and recalled with delight being
admonished by a sergeant-major for
semaphoring like a fan-dancer on the
Golden Mile. He was commissioned in
1940, took part in the Normandy
campaign and became Brigade Signals
Officer in the 4th Armoured Brigade at the
crossing of the Rhine. He was promoted
Major in 1944.

In Sherborne, he was Housemaster of
Abbey House from 1955 – 1971. It goes
without saying that the games players
were splendidly cared for. But what about
those with no such inclination? It’s true he had little
natural feeling for the arts, but his house produced many
fine actors, musicians and artists. He encouraged his
boys to be busy, active, involved, engaged. It was
lethargic loafing about that got short shrift from him. He
often communicated as though by telegram. When I
came to Sherborne, Micky put a note in the pigeon-holes
of new members of staff asking them whether they’d
help with the rugger. Anxious to appear keen and
cooperative, I wrote back that I would. My note was
returned within the hour. ‘No use. Went to soccer school’
and that funny squiggle of a capital M, as though the
biro had died in his hand!

For all his undoubted shyness, Micky could be very
kind, very sensitive. I recall returning from an athletics
match in which both Sherborne teams had, after a series
of undefeated seasons, been beaten. I limped dejectedly
up the hill home. The phone rang. It was Micky.  ‘You’ll
feel miserable tonight, less miserable tomorrow and by
Monday you’ll be glad you’re not dragging around the
burden of that unbeaten record.’ How wise he was, and
how comforting! If you had an altercation with Micky,
probably caused by some clash in the games
programme, you invariably received an invitation to
have a drink with him that evening. There was never a
mention of why you were there. Of course, apart from
the drink, you were witnessing a practical example of
the exhortation not to let the day go down on your

wrath! And it was Micky who had taken the
initiative.

Micky’s last responsibility in Sherborne
School was Second Master. The in-
cumbents used then to discharge the
obligations of the position largely in
accordance with their own bent and
inclinations. Micky’s bent was not for
paper work or elaborate administration.
He had, however, a marked talent for
courage, for honesty and for loyalty to the
School and to his colleagues. He was
never manipulative, never self-seeking. He
retained somehow his ‘amateur status’ in
all of this and with that his independence,
so he had no need to toady or to present
himself for favourable consideration. I
imagine he would have taken the job when

it was offered whether he was paid to do it or not. He
was always approachable, always hospitable, and if your
opinions chimed approximately with his own hunch, he
would act.  I once asked him in what manner he
presented tricky suggestions to the Headmaster. He told
me he never revealed sources. He would only say, ‘I’ve
heard that . . .’, or, ‘It has come to my notice . . . ’. He did
not take the credit; equally he protected the colleague.

In the latter years of his life, Micky’s passion was for
sailing. He completed at least fifty Channel crossings
and many people, young and old, enjoyed his hospitality
aboard Davy Gam. The stories are legion, and many
involved outrageous breaches of the Health and Safety
Act!  He was using a new-fangled radar device for sailing
through fog, and his crew were beginning to suspect he
had no idea how to work it. With some relief they at last
heard Micky call out, ‘It’s all right, I’ve got it!’  ‘It’ turned
out to be the Queen Mary on her final voyage! His
cooking, I am told, had to be endured to be believed; the
ablutions arrangements were presumably modelled on
what the custom was when the Rhine was crossed.
Despite, indeed because of, such startling incidents, his
crews have the warmest recollections of his exuberance
and enthusiasm, and if we live on in the memories of our
friends, such recollections will be amongst the most
vivid for many of you here. And when he wasn’t sailing,
he was working for Ingram Investment Services, later
Griffin Financial Services, making us all richer than the 
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dreams of avarice. Thinking that my ignorance of the
subtleties of the money markets might be a
disappointment to him, I once sheepishly apologised.
‘Don’t apologize,’ he said, ‘I prefer my clients to know
nothing.  We get through the business so much quicker.’
Finally, I would like to quote from a charming
reminiscence sent to me, describing Saturday evenings
at Newland Corner in recent years.  ‘Winter evenings in
his study were a delight. At one end of the room the
television would be showing cricket, a live relay if
England was in the West Indies. The volume would be
turned up high, for Micky found his hearing aid a trial.
At the other end of the room, the afternoon’s football
results would be being broadcast – the volume also
high.  Across his desk the paper would be wide open at
the following day’s sporting fixtures.  And Micky, light
on his toes as in his palmy days, would be constantly
circulating between them, paying attention to each,
bottle in hand, topping up his guests’ glasses as he
went, whilst simultaneously giving his report – shrewd,
perceptive, but always generous – on the afternoon’s
match on the Upper. He knew all the names. Nothing
escaped him.  The whole was a quite unique spectacle.
And the only damper on the proceedings would be 
if, true to his northern roots, he heard that
Middlesborough had lost in the Premiership.  He was a
wonderful host.’

When I was a little chap at school, our house matron
announced to us one evening that she was leaving.
‘Don’t go, dear Matron!’ we howled. ‘What better thing
can you do in the whole wide world but look after us?’
‘Look after my brother,’ Joy replied.  And that she did
for nearly fifty years. Dear Joy, we are immeasurably
grateful to you. You have been an integral part of
Micky’s life and provided the warmth, the stability, the
domestic security which allowed him to be what he was,
and a warmth which we too have all so often and so
richly enjoyed. I hope that part of your reward is to see
the certain and deep affection, the wide and universal
admiration in which Micky was so manifestly held,
expressed in this service of thanksgiving for his long
and valuable life.

Simon Wilkinson (Staff 59-96)

Christopher Bowerbank (a 54-59)

Christopher Bowerbank, the architect who has died
suddenly aged 61, was a celebrated member of west

London society and one of the best conversationalists of
his generation.

A slight man with a shock
of grey hair and a look of
glittering purpose, both of
which gave him a passing
resemblance to Beethoven,
Bowerbank was a familiar
figure at London parties,
where he indulged his
passions for serious
conversation and gossip in
the company of his long-
term companion, the former
editor of the Telegraph
Magazine, Emma Soames.

As the novelist Will Self recalled, Bowerbank
effortlessly achieved parallel membership of the ‘haut,
beau and demi-mondes’. He talked to everyone with the
same charm and vigorous attack – whether it was
Princess Margaret or the locals on his beloved Orkney
island of Rowsay, where he had a home for more than 25
years.

Bowerbank was rare among architects in that he
combined an ability to think in spatial terms with an
exceptional verbal dexterity.  There can have been very
few members of his profession who, after completing
the course at the Architectural Association, were
awarded English Speaking Union and Fulbright
scholarships to study English at Columbia University,
New York.

He never took up the offers, but they served to
underline quite distinct aspects of his talent which came
together in a strong understanding of form and
composition.  He could be equally acute in judging a
building or a novel on its organizational merits; which
made him a fearless and sometimes demanding critic.

Christopher William Bowerbank was born on 17th
November, 1940 to a father serving in the Royal Navy
and a mother who taught British constitution and law.
His country upbringing in Wiltshire stayed with him
through his busy metropolitan life and he always found
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it essential to escape, whether to the Convent at
Stourhead, which he owned for many years with his
friend Jamie Maclean, or to the stark wilderness of
Orkney, where he attempted a number of unsuccessful
importations from Notting Hill.

A keen naturalist, Bowerbank was always able to
identify a bird from a glimpse of its flight pattern or a
snatch of its song. As a boy, he painted birds and kept a
pet brown owl which had to be fed (by his less-than-
enthusiastic mother) with pieces of meat which had been
covered in feathers, when he was away at school.

He attended Sherborne’s prep and senior schools,
where he shared a study with Nigel Dempster, who later
went on to become a gossip columnist. Bowerbank often
told the story of how the Headmaster summoned him
from the classroom to break the news of his father’s
death and then simply excused the grieving 16-year-old
from the rest of the day’s lessons.

Bowerbank said it illustrated the harshness, but also
the grit, of mid-century English life, which he still
sneakingly rather admired. He was completely lacking in
self-pity.

After qualifying with a First from the AA, he tried
working for established practices but his temperament
was not suited to the rôle of apprentice; and by now he
was used to a life which demanded a certain amount of
freedom.  As a student, he lived in a house in Camden
with a number of actors and a young writer and director
named Bruce Robinson. The house, together with
Bowerbank’s Jaguar, was later immortalised in
Robinson’s classic comedy Withnail and I. He was also
a close friend of the cartoonist and journalist Mark Boxer.

Bowerbank became Marianne Faithful’s escort and
driver and founded his architectural practice on the
strength of a job to design the headquarters of Impact
Records, the Rolling Stones’ record label. The building
was never constructed, but it launched Bowerbank Lacey,
which remained airborne for all of Bowerbank’s career –
no mean feat as conditions for small independent
practices became so tight in London.

With Bowerbank’s range of contacts and his lifelong
interest in the new, it is surprising that he did not become
a flashy modernist. But his style, developed over the
years with the help of the Czech architect Josef
Holzbecher and his associate Anna Anderson, embodied
solid and durable qualities which were really an

expression of Bowerbank’s deep commitment to the
British tradition and way of life.

The office block designed for a car park at the rear of
the old Bertorelli restaurant in Charlotte Street in London
– above which the practice had offices – contains
precisely the virtues of unpretentious grace.  The detail of
the interior was not simply applied, but grew out of the
forms he created in the building’s façade, and this is true
of his building in Uxbridge Street, Notting Hill, a
headquarters for Radiodetection in Bristol, a
development in Redcliffe Mews and a private house in
Orkney.

His work is grounded because he was, but he was not
past inserting jokes in his designs, especially if the client
had been difficult. During the restoration of an up-market
retirement home he had a Latin inscription carved into a
fireplace which read: ‘If the cook serves up this cabbage
again, I’ll kill him.’ The client was not amused.

Bowerbank’s life was compartmentalised more than
most. Although he was referred to as ‘The Architect’ by
Emma Soames, he rarely discussed his work in detail.  He
would far rather talk about Orkney, literature – he read all
that was new and a lot that was old – bird watching,
philosophy, history or the European Union, of which he
was an articulate critic. Unlike most good talkers, his
thoughts were not born on his lips, but came from serious
reading, reflection and an unwavering independence of
spirit. He was sometimes guilty of believing that people’s
ignorance cramped conversation, though he never set out
to score points.

Bowerbank’s defiance of the current orthodoxy was
matched by his adventurousness. He was up for anything,
whether it was driving to Istanbul or ferrying the parts of
a small radio station with Jamie Maclean to Croatia at the
height of the civil war in Yugoslavia.  After these sorties
he would return to the Notting Hill social scene full of
elaborate tales and his most treasured commodity –
information.

Christopher Bowerbank was a pivotal figure in west
London life, more so than perhaps he realised, and his
gifts for intellectual stimulation and fun will be greatly
missed.

He never married, although he and Emma Soames had
recently decided to put their close friendship on a more
conventional footing.

© Daily Telegraph, 29th April 2002
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Ian Mackenzie Christie (a 45-48)

St. Anne’s Church and Salisbury Road resounded to the
sound of bagpipes being played by a Gurkha soldier

on Friday 10th August, when over a hundred people
gathered for the funeral of Ian Christie. Ian had lived in
Brooksville Avenue with his wife Rhona since 1980 and
they had both been active members of QPARA, as Zone
Reps and key helpers at Queen’s Park Days. Many of us
will remember his cheerful disposition, his readiness to
help others and his great sense of duty and courage to
stand up for what he believed to be right and fair.

Ian’s early life was spent in India, where his father, Sir
William Christie KCIE MC, served with the Indian Civil
Service from the 1920s. Ian’s upbringing in India
instilled a love for the country that never left him.
Despite his privileged position, it was at this early stage
that he developed his positive outlook on life and his
interest in people, their different histories and cultures.

After World War II, Ian returned to England to finish
his schooling at Sherborne. After school he did his
National Service as a private in the Seaforth Highlanders
and then went to Sandhurst.  Ian joined the 2nd Gurkha
Rifles as a Second Lieutenant in 1951 and was actively
involved in the jungle warfare of the Malayan emergency.

After eight years in the army, Ian returned to civilian
life in 1957 and began a career that embraced public
relations, marketing, the media and restaurants.  In the
1970s Ian became involved in publishing, working with
Athena fine art reproductions, and it was then that he
had the good fortune to meet the love of his life, Rhona.
They married in 1976 and enjoyed a remarkable loving
and happy partnership.

Over the last fifteen years Ian took on a new career,
developing his interest in furniture restoration from a
hobby into a vocation. Being a perfectionist, he spared
neither time nor money in his determination to restore
the pieces to their original glory by traditional methods.

It was with characteristic selflessness that he was not
willing to burden others with his illness, and he died
peacefully at Middlesex Hospital on July 14th just two
weeks short of his 71st birthday. This came as a great
shock to many of us who had not been aware of his
illness, and always remember him bursting with energy
and enthusiasm.

Our thoughts are with his wife, Rhona, and his family
and the many of us in Queen’s Park who were privileged
to know him will surely miss him.

Richard Brindley

Brian Harvey Frost (b 47-51)

Brian Frost, the inspiration behind Frosts at Woburn
Sands, one of the leading garden centres in the

United Kingdom, died on Tuesday 4th December after a
short illness, aged 67.

Brian Frost joined his father Harvey in the family
nursery business in Woburn Sands in the mid-1950s,
after completing his training at Oaklands Horticultural
College in Hertfordshire. By the end of the 50s, Adrian
Frost had joined his father and brother and by 1962 the
nursery had been turned into one of the first garden
centres in the country. Since that time, the family
business has gone from strength to strength, expanding
into Bedfordshire and Oxfordshire, and as recently as
September this year Mr Frost added a fourth garden
centre to the group, in Cambridgeshire. As well as 
being an astute businessman, Brian Frost was
aknowledgeable and passionate plantsman. In 1996,
Frosts won a Silver Medal at the Chelsea Flower Show,
the year the company celebrated its fiftieth birthday.  In
1997, Frosts at Woburn Sands won the inaugural
Garden Centre of the Year Award and every year since
then they have been a finalist in this competition, which
draws entries from all over the country.  He was highly
respected throughout the horticultural industry for his
innovation, his enthusiasm and his knowledge. Brian
was a founder member of the Tillington Group and past
chairman.

Always a modest and self-effacing individual, Brian
Frost never sought personal recognition and always put
the success of the garden centre down to the superb
team effort from all his staff, some of whom had been
with him for many years. He was an active supporter of
Woburn Sands Town Council, Woburn Sands Business
Association, the City Orchestra, Willen Hospice and a
countless number of local charities, schools and
organizations.

Although his business life took up a great deal of time,
Brian was a past captain of Woburn Golf Club, and in his
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younger days he was a member of Aspley Guise Cricket
Club. He enjoyed all sports, especially cricket, rugby,
horse-racing, and, of course, golf. Naturally he was a
keen gardener himself and enjoyed visiting gardens and
other garden centres for inspiration and new ideas.

His last public function at the garden centre was on
the 1st November when he attended Frosts’ first art
exhibition, although he continued to work at the garden
centre until a few days before his death.

Brian Frost will be greatly missed by his staff, his
customers and his many friends. He leaves a widow, two
sons, a stepson and five grandchildren. His sons, Jeremy
and James, are actively involved in the development and
management of all aspects of the business and they are
determined that the vision, values and traditions held so
dearly by their father will live on for many years to
come.

A book of condolences was opened at the garden
centre. A memorial service was held on 15th January
2002 at Woburn Parish Church, in Bedfordshire.

Jeremy Frost

Rob Walker 
(a 31-34)

Rob  Walker  was  the
last serious private

entrant of cars in
Formula One grand prix
motor racing. He was an
example of an heroic but
generally extinct breed,
the sporting gentleman.
He was, if such a 
thing can be readily
imagined, the race
track’s equivalent of 
the theatrical ‘angel’, an
individual who puts 
his personal wealth 
into a production
without necessary hope
of return. He liked to say
in a conspiratorial 

manner that he had never had a job in his life, and that
in his passport under his occupation was the word
‘Gentleman.’

Yet he was no dilettante. He had raced cars himself
and knew exactly what he was doing in financing them
and obtaining the services of drivers of genius to race
them.  In the years between 1958 and 1968 he became
the first private entrant to beat the works-entered teams, 
and he did so on nine occasions against the might of
Ferrari and Maserati.

His run of F1 successes opened on a sensational note.
In 1958 the Argentinians paid £3000 to fly his Cooper to
the national Grand Prix, and could scarcely contain their
mirth when they saw the tiny rear-engined car, with its
1.9-litre engine as against the 2.5-litre units of the
Ferraris. Yet, with Moss at the wheel, the Cooper
triumphed, confounding the assumptions of all who
went to the race.

The feat was of a piece with Walker’s devil-may-care
attitude to motor racing – and indeed to life. A man born
to wealth and privilege, he did not, nevertheless, waste
his money or his opportunities, and he opened the door
to many racing drivers who were hungry for success and
honour on the track.

Five world champions drove for Walker and he gave
the German driver Jochen Rindt and the Australian Alan
Jones their first outings in a Formula One car. Both went
on to become world champions. But as Grand Prix
motor racing became the setting for an international
entertainment business, with mammoth sponsorship and
high technology involved, the days of even the wealthy,
devoted private entrant were inevitably coming to an
end.   It was perhaps fortunate for Walker, constituted as
he was, that he was able to make such a contribution in
an era when something of an amateur spirit still
remained.

In 1975, when Alan Jones drove a Hesketh entered by
Rob Walker, it was his final fling. Walker retired to his
rambling Queen Anne house in Somerset, surrounded by
the memorabilia of his motoring life. Robert Ramsay
Campbell Walker was born at Scotsbridge House,
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire in 1917, the second
son of Cam and Mary Walker. His grandfather John
Walker was joint chairman and managing director of the
famous whisky distillers but, according to Rob, enjoyed
the product too much and died in his late thirties.
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His father had no rôle in the family business, but
regrettably retained a love of the product that led to
his death at 32, when Rob Walker was only three. His
wife’s annual income as a widow was £50,000
(equivalent to almost a million today), provided she
did not remarry, in which case the money went to the
children at the age of twenty-eight.

She did remarry: Sir Francis Eden Lacey, secretary
to the MCC, and they moved to Sutton Veny, Somerset.
When the nanny took her annual leave, Walker’s
mother whisked the family to Wimereux, on the
French Channel coast.  In 1924 she was persuaded to
take him to the motor races at nearby Boulogne. The
experience sparked an interest in motor racing that
never left him.

Having failed the entrance examinations to Eton
and Winchester, Walker was sent to Sherborne and
there he soon installed a Morgan three-wheeler at a
local bicycle shop. The car had the unsavoury
reputation of having killed its previous four owners,
and it provided much nocturnal excitement on trips
around Dorset, since it could only be driven in secret,
in the dead of night. By the time he arrived at
Magdalene College, Cambridge, Walker had owned
more than a dozen cars and took up flying.

To relieve the boredom in the lunch break at the
local Cottenham National Hunt meeting, he took his
Tiger Moth over the jumps, to the considerable
displeasure of the local constabulary, who reported
him for low flying. The Civil Aviation Authority
subsequently banned him for life.

Walker had raced at Brooklands and at other
racetracks for some time, but he realised his ambition
to drive at the Le Mans 24-hour race in 1939. On that
occasion he and Ian Connell drove Walker’s Delahaye
into eighth place overall, despite a leaking exhaust
which burnt Connell’s foot.  Walker drove the second
twelve hours on his own.

In December that year as Ordinary Seaman Walker,
he joined the Fleet Air Arm at Gosport, arriving in his
Delahaye.  He politely inquired of a gnarled chief petty
officer at the gate where he could park it. The CPO’s
reply, Walker always maintained, suggested something
physically quite impractical. Walker spent six years in
the Fleet Air Arm: in the Middle East; in Norway; in

the cruiser Cleopatra when she was torpedoed and
sunk; and in the aircraft carrier Victorious in the Far
East.  He always liked to say he was the most passed-
over lieutenant in the Fleet Air Arm – but he conceded
that rescuing BMW motor cycles from Tobruk on the
torpedo racks of Swordfish probably did little to
enhance his promotion prospects.

In 1940 he married Elizabeth (Betty) Duncan. They
agreed that after his marriage he would not race, so on
his demobilisation he became a team entrant and
manager, starting with an old friend, Major Tony Rolt
(himself to win a famous Le Man 24-hour race with
Duncan Hamilton in 1953), and gradually moving to
Peter Collins, his first professional driver.  Thereafter
he provided winning cars for Collins, and for such top
names as Jack Brabham, Tony Brooks, Maurice
Trintignant (who in a Cooper Climax beat the Ferraris
into second and third place at Monaco in 1958),
Graham Hill, Jochen Rindt, John Surtees and Mike
Hailwood.

Perhaps his most fruitful relationship was with
Stirling Moss, who in 1961 won for him at Monaco and
at the old Nürburgring – both circuits at which driver
skill was paramount. On both occasions Moss held the
otherwise invincible Ferraris at bay in Walker’s
outdated and underpowered Lotus. But his great
association was cut short in the Easter 1962
Goodwood meeting at which Moss (then driving for
another team) had the 120mph crash which put him in
a coma for 30 days and, after his recovery, persuaded
him to end his career.

In those years after the war and extending into the
1960s, when Britain was attempting to find a niche in
Formula One racing, Walker, through his unstinting
devotion to what was still then a sport that could be
financed by individuals, made as big a contribution as
anyone. He never made a penny out of his motor
racing, yet his Rob Walker Racing Team has its
indelible place in the history of grand prix racing.

Bob Walker is survived by his wife Betty, and by a
son and a daughter.

© (Copyright) The Times, 1st May 2002
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Dear Sir,

Michael Selby’s account (2001 Record, p.41)
brought back my own memories of cricket in the
early fifties, when those of us not eligible for cricket
on the Upper, were similarly consigned to the
furthest reaches of Carey’s.

In order to introduce a social element to our
cricket, we formed the Westcott Wearies Cricket
Team complete with our own cricket cap and
‘whites’. 

We then challenged local village teams to a
match on their own ground. This involved cycling
with our kit to such villages as Nether Compton
where at least we looked the part even if our game
was as agricultural as the opposition!  These visits
included an excellent tea in the interval prepared by
the village team’s wives and girl friends and
attractive settings in which to exercise our cricket
skills, such as they were.

We did invite the village teams and their
supporters back to Sherborne for a return match.
This involved ‘booking’ a pitch on Carey’s (no
chance of booking the Upper, sadly) and
entertaining them in the Toey where we each
contributed to the cost of tea etc – including the 1d
slice of bread and ‘butter’.

As with Leagues B there is no photographic
record of these matches or of the team and I doubt
if the results are on record anywhere, but we had
fun.

Yours faithfully,

Michael Pearce  (h 50-55)

Correspondence
OS Activities

A Mighty, Mighty Reunion . . .

‘Everywhere we go, people want to know, who we are,
where we come from. And this is what we tell 

them . . . ’
The battle cry of the Shirburnian. Old and current, a

curious breed. Wherever one of these fearless fellows
goes in the world, he is, by some curious twist of fate,
almost assured of bumping into another of that ilk. And
when it happens, whether over lunch, in a business
meeting, in a pub or even on the street, you can
guarantee that the same question will always be asked: 
‘So have you been back at all?’

I returned to Sherborne two years ago to write for a
local newspaper, having left The Digby in 1996.
Nowadays I drive past the old place nearly every day; I
have a brother there in the Upper Sixth; my parents live
beside Lyon House; I even live within striking distance of
the Cross Keys. It’s almost as if I had never left at all. 

But despite this I never really felt as if I had ‘been
back’ at all until one weekend recently, when those of us
who were still traceable managed to set aside a weekend
and get together for the first time in over six years. The
Digby 1996 Year-group Reunion. 

Of course, there were those guys with whom I had
stayed in touch fairly regularly: Charlie ‘The Hun’ Miers,
Sam ‘Pies’ Norman, Harry ‘The Bird’ Thorburn and Sam
‘Baz’ Horne. But then again, there were the guys with
whom I had lived and seen almost every day for five
years at Sherborne but whom I had not seen for the 
best part of seven: Simon ‘Gay’ Crouch, Rupert ‘Egg
Bouffant’ Dalton, Matt ‘The Chin’ Chuter and Tak ‘Sorry’
Kaneko. 

Then of course there was Mr Morgan who was, we
were all alarmed to hear, now the most senior
housemaster in the School, and who only had one year of
his sentence left. Even Mrs Morgan and their daughter
Helen were there, the latter mingling with us and
drinking champagne; but when we left, she was only ten!

We began with drinks in the Cross Keys at 3.00 pm on
the Saturday. This progressed to the Plume of Feathers
and then on to The Digby at 7.30 pm for 8.00 pm. We
were welcomed heartily by the Morgans and immediately
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got stuck into the wine 
we had had delivered 
the previous day. We ate
splendidly and speeches
were made, cigars
smoked, port drunk and a
lot of photos taken which
were then distributed to us
all via e-mail. 

And it really doesn’t take
that much organization.
Just a weekend when you
can all make it and a few
phone calls. And, splitting
the bill, it only came to
about £30 a head. An 
utter pittance when you
consider the long-term

benefits of such an occasion. It’s a shame that many old
boys simply drift apart when they leave Sherborne. But
at the same time we must recognise that there are
hundreds and thousands of Old Shirburnians out there
who do still stay in touch, and who do still arrange
meetings, whether in Sherborne or London, or even
abroad. 

Nowadays, thanks to the OS Office and the new
website, the process of tracking an old boy down is
infinitely easier.  So now there is no excuse for failing to
maintain old contacts and relationships. I felt curiously
alone after they had all left on the Sunday. This one day
with all of us being together again had whipped me right
back to ’96; to sunbathing on the lead roof of The Digby
listening to Van Morrison, to the hum of the changing
room, crafty smokes behind the police station, house
assemblies, central feeding, the roar of the Upper, the
junior film society, congo, Mulliner . . . Still, no matter
where we end up there is one thing we will always have
in common. There will always be those that doubt us and
those who will go out of their way to make us fail or
falter, those who want to trivialise those five glorious
years they never had the pleasure of spending in a place
as singular as The ’Borne. And this is what we’ll tell
them . . .

‘WE’RE FROM SHERBORNE!’ 
Nick Cracknell (m 91-96)

Pilgrims

This was another very busy year from start to finish.
Having beaten Milton Abbey Hornets (43-21), the

Rugby section took on the Welsh Deaf Rugby Union on
the Upper. The idea was to raise money to help the
WDRU to go to their World Cup; a large crowd not only
witnessed a terrific game (32-12), but also contributed
to the collection of over £2000. Well done, Will
Hargrove and Nigel Francis for organizing these games.
Both hockey matches against the School were evenly
contested, but narrowly lost (2-3 and 1-2). Jonathan
Powe has, I am glad to say, revived the fortunes of the
squash.  When did we last reach the semi-finals of the
Londonderry Cup? Narrow wins over Lancing and
Brighton preceded defeat by Eton.  However, Jonathan
is still looking for younger and fitter players. The re-
opening of the refurbished fives courts attracted
enthusiastic crowds. The tennis section were in action at
Commem and the cross-country runners on Wimbledon
Common.

Our recent run of success in the Cricketer Cup
continued in 2002. In the first round at Harrow we
needed to score our highest ever total in the competition
(287 for 5) and won by 29 runs; Tweedale (79), Gillett
(72) and Ricketts (52) all made significant
contributions. In the second round on the Upper against
Downside, runs were at a premium; although we
managed to score only 180, we won by 90 runs thanks
to Jim Freeth taking 6 for 16. Against Wellington we
were short of six first-choice players and struggled
throughout. Having restricted us to 144 for 8,
Wellington cruised past our total, winning by 7 wickets.
In the draw for 2003 we were last out of the hat and so
unfortunately we shall play all matches away, starting in
the first round at Brighton.

Many of the other matches were affected by weather,
especially during the Week; it was particularly
disappointing that the two-day game against the Dorset
Development XI barely reached the end of one innings.
In June the Presidents of the OSS and of the Pilgrims
went into partnership on the real tennis court at
Hampton Court and defeated the ‘Men of Cornwall’. It
became clear during the encounter that neither of our
opponents was a true man of Cornwall at all!

Can the Housemaster be offering cigars?
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We look forward to the Dinner to
celebrate our 80th anniversary at
the East India Club on Friday 7th
March 2003. 

Please contact me about any
Pilgrims matters.  Remember, any
OS may now apply for membership
of the club. Patrick Gent,
Woodbridge House, Peaceful Lane,
Kings Stag, Sturminster Newton,
Dorset DT10 2BD.  
Tel/Fax: 01963 23363.

Old Shirburnian Golfing Society

Another active year started at Burnham and Berrow in
late March with the Society (Rhys Francis and Clive

Martin, John Youngman and Hugo Ambrose, Nigel
Whalley and Nick Aubin) losing to Epsom in the final of
the Brent Knoll, having beaten Cranleigh, Lloyds Bank
and the Buckthorns in previous rounds.

The first round of the Halford Hewitt against
Winchester at Sandwich was a classic encounter. Rhys
Francis and Stuart Gillett won 1 up, Chris Nevill and
Philip Brown lost 1 down, John Youngman and Hugo
Ambrose lost at the 19th, and Clive and Peter Martin
won 2 and 1. So it was left to the fifth pair of Nigel
Whalley and Nick Aubin to secure the third point.
Having lost four of the first five holes they squared the
match at the 18th.  After much drama on the 20th they
finally won at the 21st. The next day we were well beaten
by Bradfield who played some fine golf.

The GL Mellin Salver in July provided two exciting
days.  The team (John Youngman and Mark Cannon
Brookes, Simon Brown and Martin Ireland, Mike
Falconer and Gavin Webb-Wilson) beat Downside,
Hurstpierpoint and Haileybury before losing to
Shrewsbury in the final. The closest match was against
Haileybury in the semi-final with the top pair losing on
the 20th and the second pair winning on the 19th.

The usual range of over twenty matches against clubs
and other societies gave enjoyable golf to many OS, even
if the results were mixed.

The winners of the major prizes at the three meetings
were: Spring – Clive Martin, Jonathan Brock, Orme
Webster-Smith and Robin Cullen; Summer – Jimmy
Cheung, Rupert Whicker and Tom Williams; Autumn –
Gavin Webb-Wilson, Robin Arbuthnot, Justin Chantrey,
David Watney and Robin Amoore.

At the AGM, Martin Macpherson was elected Captain,
with Ian Rosser and Gavin Webb-Wilson as Vice-
captains.

The Society is keen to attract more playing members,
and in particular the younger generation; there is a
subsidy for those under twenty-seven. Details are
available on the website (www.osgs.org) or from the
Hon. Secretary, Howard Gill. Tel. 020 8946 8588 (H);
020 7863 8494 (O); email: hfgill@forsters.co.uk

Charles Eglinton (g 51-56)

Old Shirburnian Sailing Society
Arrow Trophy

About the time of publication of the 2001 OS Record,
the Old Shirburnian Sailing Society was competing in

the prestigious Arrow Trophy match racing competition
in which teams of Old Boys from many of the major
public schools compete over two days in the Solent. In
spite of a strong team, the OSSS were issued with a slow
boat by Sunsail which adversely affected their ability to
compete to their full potential. Having failed to finish the
Saturday Fleet Racing in the top four, the beer flow on
Saturday night resulted in an improved performance on
the Sunday so that the OSSS came second in the Fleet
Race behind Winchester. The match racing on the

Pilgrims vs The School
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Sunday was won by Uppingham. The OSSS team
comprised Thijs Knapper, Giles Bradford, Will Thomas-
Ferrand, Pete Scoffham, Oliver Bradford, Tom Beard
and John Archer. Dinner was held at the Royal Yacht
Squadron on Saturday night.

London Boat Show Buffet
The year started with the Boat Show Buffet, for which
we were forced to find a new venue following the demise
of the admirable Hanover Square Wine Bar.  An excellent
evening at Shampers was enjoyed by all with about thirty
people attending, including many of our newer
members.

Annual General Meeting at the Old Bailey
The 32nd AGM of the Society was hosted at the Old
Bailey, courtesy of OSSS member David Mauleverer, the
Queen’s Sheriff of the City of London.

The evening began with the AGM, at which the
subscription was increased to £20 to cover growing
administration costs and to enable the OSSS to increase
its subsidy for certain events.  Marcus Chavasse stood
down as Hon. Treasurer and was awarded the
President’s Prize in recognition of his many years
service. He was replaced by Andrew Thomson, who in
turn was replaced as Hon. Secretary by Rear
Commodore Andrew Yorke. James Chilton, Neil Duncan,
Ed Whipp, Will Thomas-Ferrand and Tom Beard were
elected to the committee, thus dramatically reducing its
average age.

Following the serious part of the evening,
approximately forty members of the OSSS and their
wives and girlfriends were taken on a most entertaining
tour of the courts, during which several of the younger
members present were seen to cast nervous glances
towards the dock. Next we sat down to a sumptuous
dinner hosted by the Sheriff and were entertained by
speeches from our generous host and the Commodore.

Stanger-Leathes II and III
The race series between the OSSS and the School sailing
team continued this year. The second match was held at
Sutton Bingham on the 16th March. Tak Kaneko, Giles
Bradford, Tom Beard, Will Thomas-Ferrand, Rich
Lowndes and John Archer formed the high-performance
OSSS team.

Despite gentle airs, they beat both the School and the
Sutton Bingham team convincingly. The School team,
however, displayed much promise and OSSS members
went on to pass on some of their tactics in a training
session. A beautiful March afternoon on the water was
followed by a lively meal at the Half Moon in Sherborne
that evening.

For the third match of the season, pressure of
university exams meant that the OSSS could not raise a
team.  Those present, therefore, took the opportunity of
testing out the new 470s at Arne. 25-knot winds and
insurance restrictions were a bar initially, but, as the
weather started to moderate a little, those present were
treated to an epic afternoon of very fast, very wet
sailing.  Most then decamped to the OS hog-roast at the
Archers’ on Saturday night, before returning to put the
new Hobie-Cat through its paces on Sunday.

Western Trophy
2002 will go down as the year in which the Western
Trophy was retrieved from the history books. As it
turned out, the revival of this inter-Old Boy dinghy team-
racing event was rather a shaky one. Canford turned up
at the venue, the Spinnaker Sailing Club, a day early by
mistake! That left just Sherborne and Winchester to
battle it out on Sunday 28th April.

Conditions were interesting, to say the least, with
strong gusts sweeping the racecourse from every
direction. The racing was close-quarters stuff
(sometimes a little too close!) and the teams well
matched. At this juncture it should be noted that, while
Sherborne turned out a full team consisting of Tak
Kaneko, Giles Bradford, John Archer, Tom Beard, Olly
Bradford and Rob Hoey, Winchester managed only three
people. The deficit was made up by friends and Stephen
Wilkinson (who helped organize the event and kindly
provided the use of Canford’s 420s).

The Western Trophy Team
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The final result? Well, perhaps due to the intimidation of
sailing against their old coach, or more likely due to a
lack of practice, the OSSS narrowly missed out on being
the first to wipe the dust from the Western Trophy
shield.

Midsummer Rally
A sunny June weekend
provided the perfect
backdrop for eight
members to escape the
smog and enjoy some
relaxation messing about
in boats. Bob MacDonald
(Riobamba), Nick Ware
(Chindit), Neil Duncan,
James Chilton, Ed Biggs
and Tom Hyde boarded
the two boats and had a
spirited sail round to the
River Hamble. Here they
were joined by Philip
Milne (Hamble Warrior)
and Tom Beard for a lively
meal at The Ferry in
Bursledon.

Hangovers were swiftly
dispelled by a sun-
drenched run downwind
back to Portsmouth on
the Sunday.  If any OS
needs an excuse for a
weekend on the water, such rallies provide an
unbeatable antidote to the working week and there are
usually plenty of berths available.

And finally . . . OSSS Commodore Bob Macdonald has
sold his Westerly Oceanranger, Riobamba. She was the
fourth boat to carry the Riobamba name. In over thirty
years sailing, Bob has completed more than 40,000
miles on the various Riobambas and has introduced
more than a hundred OS to yachting. Having furled the
mainsail and genoa for the last time, Bob is purchasing
a Grandbanks 36 motor yacht and will be joining the
OSSS water motorist fleet in 2003.

Nick Ware, Vice Commodore

Cross-Country

There was some doubt before the day whether we
would have sufficient numbers for a full team.  In the

event three old lags (Cater, Chataway and Lewis) turned
up, plus Moseley and Walters.

It was a lovely winter’s day, but the course over
Wimbledon Common was very wet. Rupert, in less good
shape than last year (so he said), shot off with the
leaders whilst the rest of us settled down to our own
pace. Nick (Moseley) drew steadily away leaving Chris
(Chataway), Merlin (Lewis) and me to battle it out at the
back. And what a battle it was.

Merlin was dropped at about half way, but the lead
between Chris and me changed half a dozen times. A
mile before the finish I entered the leafy downhill gully
(reminiscent of West Hill) just ahead and then Chris
stepped up a gear. I was running downhill as fast as I
could – without breaking my neck – and he went past me
like a rocket. He held his 20-yard lead to the finish line
and commented afterwards: ‘I’ve always like running
downhill!’

Rupert (Walters) was unable to repeat his triumph of
last year, but still ran very well finishing 7th in 28.30.
(The first man in was Edward Barnett from Winchester
in 25.59 – a course record.) Nick Moseley was next in at
41st in 35.09 and Chris, Angus and Merlin were 65th,
67th and 68th respectively. Unfortunately the trusty,
thirty-year-old Thames H & H stopwatch gave up the
ghost just before we crossed the line; so we have no
accurate times. I timed it at 38.40
and Chris was 20 seconds ahead and
Merlin a minute or so behind.

Somehow the open team managed
to finish 6th out of 18, and the Vets
were 7th out of 11. It must have been
the way we packed!  Winchester won
the Open and the Vets. N.B. that they
fielded 29 runners.

Next year the race is to be held
either on the 14th December or the
21st. I will contact all those for whom
I have details in early November as
usual, but if you haven’t run before,
you must contact me. Please do so.

Angus Cater (email: angus.cater@sfs-group.co.uk)

Riobamba bows out
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Antarctic Diary

It was advertised that the Orient Lines vessel ‘Marco
Polo’ would be making a short cruise in the Antarctic

from Sunday 20th January 2002 to January 28th. There
would be various day-trips ashore on the islands or the
Antarctic Peninsula on which the expedition leader
would be Nigel Sitwell (f 49-55), a well-known naturalist
and writer with long Antarctic experience. Because of
this connection, Old Shirburnians would get a discount
on the fare. There were five OS who took up the offer.

The package included very tiring free flights to and
from Buenos Aires via Madrid on Iberian Airways, a day
in Buenos Aires outward with hotels there before and
after the cruise which lengthened the whole excursion
from January 17th to 30th. The arrival in Buenos Aires
was very soon after the first crash of the Argentine
currency, but the country, to outward observers, seemed
to be operating as usual. From Buenos Aires there was
an internal flight (a bit cramped) to Ushuaia in the far
south, where the ‘Marco Polo’ was waiting.

The ship was very comfortable with entertainments,
lectures and good food. The writer found it very
different from his previous sea voyages, all on
troopships over fifty years before. For dinner there was
an OS table to which Nigel Sitwell was invited one
evening as a guest.

Monday 21st January. At sea, through Drake’s
Passage, between South America and the Antarctic
Peninsula.  There were various lectures. These were, of
course, all on Antarctic subjects.   

Tuesday 22nd January. We went ashore at Deception
Island.  All expeditions were on ‘zodiac’ inflatable boats
with broad sides on which we sat. We had been
previously instructed to bring knee-high rubber boots
and also ‘rain pants’ which waterproofed the area from
mid-boot to waist. This equipment was most necessary
for getting in and out of the boats.  Deception Island was
in a volcanic area, so that the ground surface was rough
sand, clear of snow. The sea was reasonably warm (the
ground underneath being warmer), so that we were
invited to swim, which many people did.

Wednesday 23rd January. We should have sailed up
the Lemaire Channel, picturesque between towering ice-
walls. However, the Captain decided, after an early
reconnaissance, that the ice conditions were not
suitable.  So we did the next best thing. We went ashore
at Port Lockroy, a former British base where a limited
postal service is still maintained. The shore was rocky,
part snow-covered, but inhabited by penguins. These
proved smaller and less dinner-jacketed than expected,
but quite interesting to meet. They ignored us, of course.
Meanwhile the postal people had come onboard and
conducted an all-day sale of stamps of ‘British Antarctic
Territory’. For most people, these were for taking home,
but letters could be left which would be posted when the
postal staff evacuated to the Falkland Islands in March.
Several American passengers thought that receiving
their own letters, so long afterwards, would be very
cute.

Thursday 24th January. By now there was plenty of
ice floating down beside the ship, which was lying
between snow-covered hills.  The bergs, if they could be
so called, were about shoulder high but nobody seemed
to bother much about them (except to avoid them on
shore trips).  The very small ones were called ‘growlers’
because they growled when hit and dissolved. There was
a good deal of life in the water, particularly seals. 

The shore expedition was to a small Chilean base at
Waterboat Point in Paradise Harbour, which had been
occupied long ago by two Englishmen, Bagshawe and
Lester, for a very fruitful scientific stay in 1921/22. The
surface ashore was rocky and stony again. There was a
large hut where there should have been some friendly
Chileans. There were plenty of penguins of a slightly
superior brand. This was the only point where we landed
on the Antarctic mainland.

OS Travel Club

I hope you have all seen the flyer for the Swan
Hellenic cruise to the Far East in Spring 2003,

which was sent out with the summer Review. There
is still time to sign up for what, I believe, will be an
extremely enjoyable cruise.  

The cruise to the South Atlantic was deemed a
wonderful experience by the small group of OS who
attended. An extract from the diary of Patrick Barnes
(h 28-32) follows . . . 

Richard Warren
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Friday 25th January.  We started our return journey
and had a shore visit to Half Moon Island, landing in a
wide bay with a hill to climb. The scenery was pleasant,
but the experience of rocks, stones and penguins was
much as before.

Saturday 26th January. At sea. There was a very
interesting lecture on an International Trans-Antarctic
Expedition, which crossed the continent with dogs in
1990 and went via the South Pole to a Russian base.
Punctually at 4.00 pm, we arrived off Cape Horn in
Chile, the southernmost point of America, between the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Despite its dreadful
reputation, the weather was pleasant. We went on to
arrive at Ushuaia overnight. 

Sunday 27th January. We stayed all day in Ushuaia
and spent the morning on a coach tour of the island. The
scenery was very much like the English Lake District in
many parts.  Several tourists paid for an extra trip over
the Beagle Channel.

Monday 28th January. Back to Buenos Aires, where
we spent the night. The hotel warned us not to go out as
there was to be a big political meeting, but it passed off
peacefully.

Everybody enjoyed the cruise and found it most
interesting. Our thanks to Nigel Sitwell for his very
successful organization of all the shore visits. Vivat!

Patrick Barnes (h 28-32)

Annual General Meeting

The 106th AGM of the Society took place on Saturday
18th May, 2002.

1  Sixteen members were present and twelve apologies
for absence had been received.

2  The minutes of the 105th  AGM, summarised in the
105th Annual Record and forwarded to members in
November 2001, were approved and signed by the
Chairman.

3 Reports. The President, the Chairman and the
Secretary briefly summarised their written reports,
which are published at the beginning of this Record.  

a) The Headmaster then gave us a résumé of School
activities. The main point to be noted was that he felt
that there were grounds for considerable optimism.

i) On the academic front the School had coped well
with the new AS/A2 examinations and there was
confidence that this year’s U6 would perform well
(although it was difficult to predict what our
position in the wretched league tables would be).

ii) Sport was flourishing. A fine 1st XV (who played
out of their skins in Mike Davis’s last season to
record nine wins, a draw with Clifton and a
narrow defeat, 16 – 20, by Wellington) was
followed by the best hockey XI for several years
and an excellent cricket team. Remarkable
successes had been recorded in athletics, cross-
country, swimming, sailing, golf – and even polo!

iii) Art had returned to the refurbished Carrington
Building and now occupied exciting and well-
deserved facilities. Design Technology was under
dynamic new management and was being
developed (computerisation, new materials, etc).
Music was as strong as ever with several fine
concerts and excellent individual performances.
Drama was thriving with enhanced facilities in the
form of a new drama studio, also in the
Carrington Building.

‘Marco Polo’ anchors off the Antartic coast
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iv) Leadership opportunities were being expanded
and boys were given considerable encouragement
to take initiatives. For example, there was positive
promotion of boy-run activities and societies and
of independent thinking particularly among the
Third Form.

v) Numbers were most encouraging. All Houses
were full for 2002 and 2003, all save one for 2004
and four Houses were full for 2005. Prospective
parents liked the all-boy, seven-day-a-week
boarding formula with two girls’ schools very
close by. It was a winning combination and our
first registrations for 2014 and 2015 had been
received! 

In summary, although the climate was favourable
at the moment, who could know what traps,
economic or political, were lurking round the
corner? It was necessary to beware of
complacency. 

b) The Trustees. Charles Eglington, representing the
Trustees of the OS Charitable Trust, had reported in
writing as follows.  The year to April 2002 saw some
wild swings in world stockmarkets, with the ongoing
problems of low yields and the difficulty of securing
capital profits through safe investments.  The
portfolio underperformed against the benchmark
index by 0.87% over the period. There was little that
could be done at the moment to enhance the income
without taking unacceptable risks. With school fees
continuing to rise above the rate of inflation and
available investment yields, the shortfall in spendable
income arising from the current capital base would
inevitably lead to fewer or smaller bursaries being
awarded. This was an unsatisfactory position but one
that similar trusts had been facing for several years.

c) The Hon. Treasurer, Mike Rearden, drew members’
attention to the fact that, as a result of the decision
to align the accounting year of the Society to the
academic year, an agenda item for ‘Approval of
Accounts’ was not required.  The Charity
Commissioners had agreed the change and
accordingly both sets of accounts would be prepared
in the autumn. He went on to explain that the

Charitable Trust had been created with the surpluses
generated in earlier years and had stood at some
£600K. Now as a result of both changes to tax
legislation and the current financial climate, the
value was circa £440K. Thus income was close to
£20K compared with £35K in the recent past.  School
fees continued to rise inexorably and hence the
pressure described by the Trustees. He went on to
record the Society’s gratitude for the recently
received legacy of £25K and to report on the very
appreciative letters he received from recipients of the
OS Bursaries. Turning to the general fund, he
reported that the fund had broken even over the past
twelve months, despite the increasing costs of
printing and publishing the Review and the Record,
thanks almost entirely due to the contributions
generated by the mailing and take-up of the OS
Travel Club Cruises. Looking ahead, the payment of
a salary to the Secretary was covered by the
contribution from the School and therefore had a
neutral cash effect in the short term. The position
after August 2003 was to be reviewed.

d) The Hon. Editor, Christopher Knott, reported that at
68 pages, the 2001 Record was at the same length as
the year before. It contained nearly 50 illustrations.
The Headmaster’s first Commem speech was
featured, as were accounts of OS social activities
from around the world and a description of recent
reforms at A-level. An extended extract from Sir
Richard Eyre’s millennial lecture was reprinted.  The
volume of news about OS declined, but that was to be
expected after the publication of the Register, which
had produced a peak. One correspondent drew
attention to the absence of a rugby report; it was no
consolation to point to a similar absence in the
Pilgrims booklet. More correspondents wrote in
appreciation of the front cover, where Bill Anstice
Brown’s fantastic view of the Courts was reproduced.
The Editor emphasized how grateful he was to
Richard Gould for his help with proof-reading and to
Janey Goddard for processing the copy.

e) The Careers Representative, Charles Ouin, told the
members how the Careers Forum, held in February
each year, was going from strength to strength. He
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remained very grateful to all the OS who responded
so willingly to the request to participate and the
Headmaster confirmed his thanks and reiterated how
much the staff and the boys appreciated the
commitment of old boys. 

f) The Sherborne House Representative, James Nurton,
who was currently in the USA, reported in writing
that Sherborne House in Bermondsey continued to
flourish, providing a valuable social function in one
of the more deprived areas of London. The Centre
was now operating a new programme, which was
much more demanding on the young offenders
attending. It had also been extensively refurbished by
the Probation Service, with new facilities including a
gym and computer room. The centre held visitors’
days each quarter when the public and relevant
interested parties could see the work that went on
there. He hoped it might be possible to arrange for
some boys from Sherborne to visit later in the year.
Some of the money donated from the Commem
collection last year had been used to buy some new
computer software for Sherborne House, which
would enable them to run the latest career-research
programs and access the internet.  Efforts were
continuing to negotiate the various obstacles that lay
in the way of developing a Sherborne House Mark II
in Tower Hamlets. Ian Gavin-Brown had had
extensive negotiations with the various authorities.
One scheme, which would have been very expensive,
had been rejected. But there was now an opportunity
to establish a new multi-use centre in Mile End Park 
at a much more reasonable cost than had been
expected. More details should be available in the next
few months. 

4  Election of Officers of the Society. As notified with
the agenda for the AGM, in order to avoid a situation
in which the Officers would all have to retire at the
same time (i.e. at the AGM in 2003 after three years
in office), the President and the Secretary had agreed
to stand down after two years and offer themselves
for re-election.  Accordingly the Main Committee had
re-nominated Tim Heald and Richard Warren as
President and Secretary respectively. As no other
nominations had been received, they were both
unanimously re-elected.

5  Re-election of the Executive Committee. No
retirements were due and re-election of the Executive
Committee members was confirmed en bloc. (The
names of the Officers and Committee members are
listed at the front of The Record.)

6  Any other business. In response to a question about
the adoption of a postal voting system for the
election of committee members, the Secretary
explained that this question had been raised in the
debate leading to the adoption of the New Rules in
2000. Following further discussion the committee
had agreed ‘that postal voting was not excluded by
the rules and that it should be left to the discretion of
the Committee to decide when such a procedure
became necessary for the proper conduct of
business’. As this decision was now being
questioned, the Chairman accepted an action to
reconsider the matter at the next Executive
Committee meeting.

116 out of the 118 leavers were expected to join the
Society in July and 30 deaths had been recorded. 

Before closing the meeting, the Chairman recorded
his gratitude to the Headmaster and the School for
hosting so many OS and their families at what history
would surely judge to have been a most successful OS
Day.

7  Date for the 107th AGM: Saturday 17th May 2003.
Time and venue to be announced when detailed plans
for the OS Day in 2003 have been made.

Richard Warren, Secretary

Accounts

No financial accounts are included in this year’s
Record because the accounting period now runs

until 31st July. Accordingly the accounts will be
approved at the AGM in May 2003 and published in the
2003 edition of The Record.
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‘Missing’ Old Shirburnians
There are over 1500 OS with whom we have lost touch! Can you help to find them? Are you one of them? To find out if you are ‘missing’, or if
those OS you are in touch with are ‘missing’, please look under House followed by the year of leaving Sherborne and let the OS Office know.

Old Shirburnian Office, Sherborne School, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3AP
Tel: 01935 810557/8   Fax: 01935 810551   Email: oss@sherborne.org

SCHOOL HOUSE
1923 Assheton, N. M.  
1923 Smallwood, G. G.
1928 Burmester, R.  
1929 Rotton, J. C.  
1932 Ryle, J. C.  
1933 Ostroski, A. B.  
1933 Smith, K. H. D.  
1934 Lake, R. R.  
1934 Macnaghten, S. P.
1934 Montgomery, F. V.
1935 Boulton, E. J. P.  
1935 Hastings, W. P. S.
1935 Holloway, J. C.  
1935 Hutchinson, J. C.
1935 Knowles, E. J. S.
1935 Price, M. R.  
1935 Sheridan, H. L. B.
1936 Assheton, W. R.  
1936 Hempson, C. F.  
1936 Holdsworth, M.  
1936 Lloyd, C. P. H.  
1936 Parsons, E. H. R.
1936 Probert, J. M.  
1937 Caldwell, W. J. M.
1937 Lucas, J. D.  
1938 Alexander, R. F.  
1938 Humphrey, D. A. R.
1938 Pooles, J. G.  
1939 Buchan, J. D. M.
1939 Frost, D. G. K.  
1939 Martin, D. K. H.  
1939 O’Meara, B. N.  
1939 Pengelley, H. O.  
1939 Stevens, R. G.  
1939 Vigers, R. T. S.  
1939 Wilson, D. H.  
1940 Beresford, J. S.  
1940 Holme, R. W.  
1940 Morris, J. L. M.  
1940 Pearce, F. O. P.  
1940 Somers, A. J. N.  
1941 Billing, H. J. M.  
1941 Canning, J. W. F.  
1941 Emerson, H. B.  
1941 Evatt, J. L. A.  
1941 Hunter, J. M.  
1941 Macqueen, P. A.  
1941 Organ, C. D.  
1942 Lightbody, F. E. H.

1942 Prossor, M. K.  
1942 Sutcliffe, M.  
1942 Walton, P. M. R.  
1942 Whitefield, B. J.  
1943 Bell, R. C.  
1943 Emerson, J. A.  
1943 Innes, J.  
1943 Mason, D. R. K.  
1943 McMullen, G. F.  
1943 Munns, D. G. G. M.
1943 Swan, M. H. B.  
1944 Block, D. H. A.  
1944 Blofeld, D. S. 
1944 Chambers, J. S. W.
1944 Clifton, R. D.  
1944 Hine, A. R.  
1944 Parkhouse, I. H.  
1944 Rae, A. F.  
1945 Best, T. W. A.  
1945 Hargreaves, A. G.
1945 Wood, M. L. J.  
1946 Carson-Parker, P. J. G.
1946 Creswell, T. S. S.
1946 Gill, M. J. R.  
1946 Lucas, G. K.  
1947 Allen, S. R.  
1947 Colvin, J. E. A.  
1947 Evans, T. G.  
1947 Naish, M. H.  
1947 Paine, R. N. B.  
1947 Ritchie, A. M. F.  
1948 Cleveland, R. C.  
1948 Dobell, J. R.  
1948 Merriman, J. M.  
1949 Dennis, H. D.  
1949 Hope, J. H. B.  
1949 Lane, T. R. H.  
1949 Selby, P. J.  
1949 Simms, P. C.  
1950 Brown, M. J.  
1950 Browne, T. R. D.  
1950 Cleveland, G. R. N.
1950 Pollard, M. E.  
1950 Ritchie, I. W.  
1950 Rowell, T. J. N.  
1950 Wardell-Yerburgh, R. G. R. 

1951 David, O. T. B.  
1951 Evans, C. D.  
1951 Nesbitt, T. M. M.  
1951 Ramsay, M. G.  

1951 Wallace, G. E.  
1952 Brind, R. M. A.  
1952 Forward, E. L.  
1952 Gobey, J. M. S.  
1952 Jerome, D. R.  
1952 Lewis, C. M. C.  
1952 Mylius, J. M.  
1952 Oerton, R. T.  
1952 Perceval-Maxwell, S. M.

1952 Ryan, E. J.  
1953 Bray, N. P.  
1953 Brown, A. J. T.  
1953 Clayton, B. D.  
1953 Marsden, A. R.  
1953 McLeod, I. R.  
1953 Taylor, C. W.  
1954 Bradley, E. G.  
1954 Cox, G. R.  
1954 Finn, R. G. F.  
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