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Message from the President

It was last December when the letter arrived. I stood blinking in

disbelief in my kitchen, coffee going cold, as I read and re-read

Richard Morgan’s invitation for me to succeed him as President of

the OSS. Well now . . . as contemporaries of mine will recall, School and

Charles Collingwood didn’t always blend in perfect harmony! Why I

agreed to take over I will come to shortly, but more about Richard first.

I well remember my conversation with him at the annual OS Media

Lunch held at the Groucho Club when he began his term as President.

Richard was determined that the School should maintain and indeed

improve its good name and position among its rivals. As a Governor,

and working closely with the Headmaster, Simon Eliot, this he is most

certainly achieving. As President, he has endured the constant whirl of

OS functions, greeting young and old alike with his winning smile, and

scholarly words of wisdom, when required. Now his time is up, his liver

is still intact and it’s my turn. So with a certain amount of stage fright, on

behalf of OS everywhere, it is my delightful honour and duty to thank

him sincerely for his loving commitment to Sherborne and the Society.

As a games player, he had a very safe pair of hands and over the past

three years, he hasn’t looked like dropping the ball once. Richard, we

salute you. Thank goodness you continue to serve as a Governor.

Last May, on OS Day, following the uplifting service of thanksgiving (in

the Chapel), a record number of Old Boys, together with family and

friends plus members of staff, past and present, assembled on the Upper

under acres of canvas. Rain prevented any cricket but couldn’t dampen

our spirits during lunch. And what a lunch! As we devoured platefuls of

deliciousness, washed down with hearty wines, I couldn’t help

remembering the food we had to endure in Westcott House during the

1950s; how dear Frank King tried in vain to convince us that his wife

Maggie had spent hours and hours dreaming up imaginative menus for

our delight! Oh really? We boys weren’t so sure! Our lunch on the

Upper, however, and more importantly the day-to-day School catering,

has reached culinary heights undreamed of by OS of past generations.

What lucky boys! In Adrian Williams and his talented team, the School

now have caterers that make entering your boy for Sherborne almost

worth it for the food alone! At the end of lunch the moment arrived for

me to make my début speech as the newly elected President. Quite

frankly, it soon became apparent that it was time 4E had a go!

Tentatively enquiring if there were any other former scholars from Sam

Hey’s class present, a sea of waving hands and cultured yelps sprung up

from tables everywhere, and as my face turned puce and I rubbed my

hands vigorously together, I suggested with a hint of Yorkshire in my

voice, that Sam would have barked ‘Charles Collingwood is the most

idle, stupid boy ever to be elected President of the OSS!.’ Listening to

the cheers this received, I relaxed, reassured that I was among friends!

So why did I accept the position? A combination of reasons. Surely I am

the first actor to be offered the post and actors rarely turn anything

down! My late parents would have been proud; Frank King would have

been amused and Sam Hey would have been livid!

I do wish to make a serious point though. I am anxious that my attitude

doesn’t appear gung-ho and over-jolly. For many boys (and girls),

schooldays are emphatically not the happiest days of their lives and just

the thought of ‘going back’ can send a shudder of horror through them.

I do understand. But whatever your memories of the School, those days

are long gone. You will at some stage have made friends. How many of

those friendships have endured, I wonder? Not many, I’d guess. And all

of us at some time must have been curious and wondered whatever

had happened to ‘so and so’ or ‘thingummybob’! So why not take the

plunge and join us at one of the OS reunions on offer. The heartbeat of

the old place is strong and a warm, sincere welcome awaits you. Have

you spoken to, or met John Harden

and his assistant, Janey Goddard?

The office is run by stars – as a pair,

what they offer the School and the

OS, with their care and devotion, is

beyond price.

Come on, don’t be afraid! No more

beatings, PT, cold showers or wet

runs round the slopes – give

yourselves a chance, a chance to

escape to the past and take the

opportunity to meet those chaps

(yes, chaps as Peter B and Hughie

Holmes insisted we became!) that

you may not have seen since those

spotty days of youth. 

As for me, I’m ready, willing and hopefully able for the next three years

with my old friend Hugh Archer as Chairman to support the committee.

It is a privilege to have been chosen as your President and I really look

forward to seeing you wherever. I’ll be there, glass in hand and we can

either reminisce or bore each other senseless as we trawl over the highs

and lows of times past. What fun it should be! See you... Olim fuit etc.

Charles Collingwood (h, 60)

Chairman’s Report

On behalf of all OS, I offer a very warm welcome to our new

President Charles Collingwood, and his wife Judy. He has

already demonstrated his ebullient and wholehearted

support for the School and everything Shirburnian at many OS

gatherings during the summer and autumn.

As a Society we owe much gratitude to Richard and Margaret

Morgan whose cheerful encouragement and unwavering support

during the last three years has been recognised by so many OS.

Richard applied his wealth of experience to put in place

improvements which are already benefiting the OS Society. Thank

you both and we all look forward to seeing you in the future. The

OS committee has continued to meet as usual. There are several

changes in the list of representatives, but I would like to take this

opportunity to thank especially Mike Weston who has represented

the School staff over the last four years. His loyal and helpful

contributions have been much appreciated. We welcome Bill Burn

as his successor. 

As always a big thank you

to all committee members

for their input, to John

Harden and Janey Goddard

for maintaining their

consistently high standard

in the office, and to the

Headmaster and Governors

for their continuing support

and their hosting of the

annual OS Day.

Hugh Archer (c & m 66)
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Secretary’s Letter

It has been a successful year for the Society and it has been a pleasure

to be so involved in its operation. The many and varied reunions

continue to be very well-attended and are recalled elsewhere in this

Record. An event that gave me particular pleasure was the inaugural lunch

held for members of Friends of Sherborne School (see p 21) in December.

Our careers networking scheme (OSCAR) has grown in size and scope –

please have a read in the Careers section, which will give an insight into the

progress being made both by the School’s Careers Department and by the

OSS. We have improved the accuracy of our database and this will continue

to be an ongoing aim in 2008. The last edition of this Record met with a vote

of approval from OS, but we would still welcome comments to improve it.

We were delighted to continue our support for the Pilgrims especially in the

use of our database. A record number of

OS have had their books published this

year – If you would like to purchase any

of these, please do so via the OSS

Website as we receive a small slice of

commission from Amazon! 

Our online database has been

experiencing servicing problems for

some time. It has never been a real

success, so we have decided to

discontinue our, not inexpensive,

subscription. I raised hopes in last year’s

edition of publishing a two year calendar.

This has not been possible due to an

understandable reluctance of hosts to

plan that far ahead.  

On behalf of all OS, I would like to thank Richard Morgan (d, 58) who

handed over the Presidency of the OSS in May after a three-year term during

which he initiated and guided so many improvements to the running of the

Society. Charles Collingwood (h, 60), his successor, apart from having us

rocking in our seats with laughter whenever he speaks, is also a shrewd

observer and cares very deeply about the continuing prosperity of all things

Shirburnian. Robin Brown (g, 66), who has taken over from Mike Rearden

(b, 62) as Treasurer, is doing a great job and is a pleasure to work with. The

OSS is indeed lucky with their Presidents and Treasurers!  I would also like to

take this opportunity to thank all those people within the School, who

ensure that all our events run smoothly; we could not do without them. 

I never fail to be amazed at the diversity of careers pursued by Old

Shirburnians. However, I hope that I am safe in saying that we have only ever

produced one professional escapologist, Ron Cunningham (a, 33), who, as

The Great Omani, was still performing his act in

Brighton at the age of 90. His last performance was

in 2005 when, surrounded by a bevy of Brazilian

beauties, he crushed broken bottles with his bare

feet, set himself alight with lighter fuel, stabbed

himself several times in the chest with a bendy

knife, smashed a beer glass into his neck with a

hammer and rounded things off by telling his

infamous chicken joke. Alas Ron died in October

and is no longer with us – or is he? He had joined

the above mentioned list of OS authors by writing

his own epitaph:

They have put the Great Omani in a box 

They’re using nails instead of locks

But, at the funeral, do not despair 

There’s still a chance Omani won’t be there.

What a man!

Janey and I wish you all a happy and prosperous 2008.
John Harden (g, 70) 

Headmaster’s Letter

The beginning of

the new academic

year is always

fresh and exciting and we

have begun with several

interesting and

worthwhile developments

and new arrivals.

Most significant, perhaps,

was the launching of the

first group of International

Baccalaureate boys into

the Lower Sixth. Under

the Directorship of Dr

Peter Such and alongside

Sherborne Girls they have

made a most positive

start to their courses and we look forward to charting their

progress and to guiding future cohorts in their choice between

the IB and A levels, or whatever else is to become available to

Sixth Formers.

We welcomed 150 new boys to the School and several new

members of Staff, including Mr Paul Miles who comes to be

Director of Sport from Dulwich College and Mr Gavin Moffatt

who combines teaching French with taking on the running of

Rugby. Mr Michael McGinty is Head of Politics, Mrs Rebecca de

Pelet, Head of English and Mr Benjamin Davey a new full-time

member of the Music Department.

In addition, we are delighted to have Mrs Elaine Stallard with us

as Director of Marketing. Her first major task is to undertake a

qualitative research project on how Sherborne is currently

perceived by our many constituencies and on how we can

maximise our effectiveness in the twenty-first century boarding

market. She will certainly be consulting Old Shirburnians and

would be delighted to hear from anyone who would like to

contact her.

The outcome of the research will help us to formulate our plans

for the development of the Northern Campus – a large area

stretching from the Grove classrooms on Acreman Street up to

the Old Art School and Sanatorium and across to the Old and

New Music Schools. So long as we can raise sufficient funds

through the Foundation (and a tremendous start has already

been made) the first phase of the transformation will be the

building of a brand-new, free-standing Music School. Future plans

include new academic departmental areas, a small lecture theatre,

improvements to our boarding accommodation and more

extensive car-parking. Our sports provision will also benefit.

Meanwhile, the School thunders forward with great purpose and

optimism. Perhaps one of the more heart-warming features of

2007 has been the fantastic cricketing prowess and team-work of

our 1st XI side which won 19 matches and reached the Final of

the National Twenty/20 Competition. 

Olivia and I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible

in the next twelve months and, in particular at OS Day on 17

May. This year’s day is aimed at those who left between 1966 and

1975 but in recent years the huge success and popularity of the

day has been the result of large numbers of Old Shirburnians of

all ages and their companions being prepared to come to

Sherborne to enjoy a very good party.
Simon Eliot
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Music

The weekly Cheap Street Church recitals during Friday

lunchtime seem to have been much more popular

with the local community this year – perhaps

because they have been of a particularly high standard. It

continues to be a strength of Sherborne music that the

pupils have so many opportunities to perform in front of

an audience. 

The Symphony Orchestra and Sinfonia gave five concerts

through the year, jointly with the two girls’ schools. A

variation on the theme was performing a concert in Oxford.

On a snowy, particularly cold March day, the orchestra were

not to be put off by the weather, and created a memorable

performance in the Sheldonian Theatre, providing probably

the highlight of the orchestral year. A new initiative saw the

Concert Band give a ‘Gala Concert’ in the Powell Theatre in

April, complete with a raffle and interval drinks for the

encouragingly large audience of parents. A performance by

the three hundred strong Choral Society (formerly MusSoc)

of David Fanshawe’s African Sanctus in the Abbey in

February, with the unusual accompaniment of ethnic drums,

electric guitars and taped African chanting, was certainly

different!

The Swing Band entertained parents and guests at the annual

‘Dinner and Jazz’ concert at the end of the Lent Term, with

all tickets being sold remarkably quickly. The Commem ‘Jazz

Café’ in Carrington Court suffered from torrential rain, but

five hours of live music both by individual instrumentalists

and by the Jazz Band continued to be delivered. The

traditional Saturday afternoon concert had to be held in the

Dining Hall, rather than the traditional venue of the New

Music School gardens. 

RocSoc performed three indoor concerts and the open-air

‘Concert in the Courts’ was its usual great success. The

‘Unplugged’ was a notable success – rules of the game

obviously preclude the use of any amplification or electronic

instrument, and the event turned out to be hugely popular –

certainly if measured in terms of the number of T-shirts sold!

Two prep school events encouraged more young musicians

to apply for a place at Sherborne. The Choral Day, held in

the Abbey in March, saw 325 prep school children singing

Evensong with the Chapel Choir, while a jazz day was also

popular and attracted over 60 children.

The new weekly Wednesday evening service in the Abbey –

Compline alternating with Evening Prayer – has afforded the

Choir the opportunity hugely to increase the size of its men’s

voice repertoire and also has had an obvious knock-on effect

in the standard of the singing. Sunday singing has been

greatly enhanced by a confirmed arrangement with

Sherborne Girls such that there are at least 20 sopranos and

altos available each Sunday and, with repertoire ranging from

Byrd’s Ave Verum, Stanford’s Beati Quorum Via, through to

Julian Dams’s If I take the wings of the morning (staff 65-99,

and Abbey Organist for 35 years) and David Bednall’s (a, 97)

Come, Holy Ghost, there are plans for a CD recording and

some broadcasting work in the near future.

Congregational singing, too, has seen a surge in interest and

enthusiasm. After years of a weekly split congregational

practice in the Chapel, a new full-school practice now takes

place every three weeks in the Abbey. It is of course a longer

practice, with three weeks worth of hymns to look at, but it

seems to be producing public school singing (not shouting!)

second to none. With popular numbers such as Jerusalem
and I Vow To Thee My Country continuing, as they always have

done, to top the chart, the Dambusters March setting of the

words ‘God Is Our Strength And Refuge’ – accompanied by

the brass ensemble and clashing cymbals – has proved to be

an item which raises the roof every time it is performed. It

made its second appearance in the Commem service this

year and even prompted a letter of congratulation from a

parent!

Carol services and Commem services are always special

occasions, and the 2007 Commem service was no exception

with a performance of Parry’s I Was Glad and Britten’s

Jubilate in C – amidst, of course, the rousing playing of the

brass ensemble. But it is the weekly services which give the

Choir its focus and the School the chance to hear its own

robed choir – these days a rarity – with Thomas Foster (m)

and Jonathan Titchin (e) deserving particular congratulation

for their excellent leadership in the Cathedral visits to

Winchester and Salisbury and in the ‘state occasion’ services. 

James Henderson (m, 84)



Art

‘In Loving Memory Of Those Yet To Be Born’ runs the inscription on

‘skystation’ a sculpture by Peter Newman (g, 86) that recently

landed at the New Art Centre at Roche Court just outside Salisbury.

The flying saucer-like art seat had already appeared at various locations

in London, including Trafalgar Square. A rest and contemplation machine,

like Le Corbusier’s ‘most comfortable lounge chair ever made,’ the LC4,

Newman’s circular sculpture provides the spectator with the opportunity

to gaze upwards into the love-like memory of the stars. While Matisse

wished his paintings to be ‘like a good armchair in which to rest from

physical fatigue’, Newman actually gives you the seat and lets you lie back

and gaze up. 

Closer to our home, the

Art School presented a

dizzying evening of Live

Art at the White Room

Arts Café. The event

brought new student

works together with

work from invited artists

including Richard

Battersby (b, 99) and his

text sound outfit ‘Man

Poo Woman Shoe’. The

White Room is a

dynamic monthly arts

evening at Sherborne

House, the aspirant

regional arts venue in the

town. A recent decision

by Dorset District

Council has rejected the

bid for Sherborne House to become an autonomous arts organization

and allow it to progress with its much publicised restoration of the

building, including the unique Sir James Thornhill mural. This decision is a

severe blow to the cultural ambition of the town and puts great

responsibility on the School to continue to champion a public arts

provision. The aspirations of the immaculate Oliver Holt Gallery have

become all the more essential as other opportunities for the appreciation

of serious professional art in the area may rapidly come to an end. The

School has a positive role to play in its dedication to a programme of

advanced exhibitions, alongside its scrupulous approach to practical art

education.

The papers are full of the optimism and excitement of blockbuster

exhibitions, artistic spectacle in international art fairs and the cultural

tastes of ‘blue chip’ investors; members of the School can always catch a

whiff of this in the Oliver Holt Gallery. This year saw the presentation of

a starkly contrasting series of one person exhibitions. There was an

opportunity to see a rare collection of unseen coloured drawings from

the studio of former president of the Royal West of England Academy,

and Housemaster of Westcott House, William Cooper. Cooper presents

himself as a latter-day ‘savant’ and gave a compelling account of the

genesis of these unique works in a specially filmed interview for the

show. An altogether darker vision was present in the highly-charged

images of Mathew Heyward. Heyward’s is as much an art of outrage as

of inner necessity. Dragging his massive and leanly inscribed paintings

from his minute West Country studio, he amplifies the brutal images

skimmed in the news to a Munch-like howl of indignation and disgust.

Those who visited this show will have been amazed at the cruel beauty

he can bring to his abject subjects. 

Helen Rousseau lived for a week in the gallery space and built a

scrupulous and Zen-like sculptural installation designed to chime with

the exceptional proportions of the parquet flooring. In a poetic gesture

she moved the entire ensemble to the Outpost Gallery in Norwich,

bringing a minute aspect of the Sherborne landscape to the far east of

England.

Coming from the Norwich area, Clare Gomm has joined the Art

department. Film has become an important part of many students’ work

at the School and Clare, a skilled animator, has brought a new spirit of

creative precision to the work of the Art School. In 2008 we look

forward to the opening of new screen process facilities. 
Andrew Stooke

The Sherborne Cluster Schools4
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Drama

The ‘Director in Residence’ programme

continued to produce high-quality drama

with Alistair Whatley’s production of Twelfth
Night in the Lent Term. Set in British India during

the final days of the Raj, there were some excellent

performances from the boys. Alistair also ran a

number of workshops and lectures during the

term. The residency is now established as a valuable part of the School drama programme; we

now wish to build on this by extending the work into the wider community and taking a

production to Edinburgh.

The Shakespeare-fest

extended into the

Commemoration

programme. Vicky Clayton

directed an open air

production of Romeo and

Juliet with actors from the

Third and Fourth forms and

also including cast members

from The Gryphon School. A

few contemporary touches

using video projections and

the superb setting around

the Chapel steps, along with

enthusiastic efforts by the

cast, created a wonderful

evening for the audience. 

As usual there was a great variety of House performances: Harper flew the flag with the classic

farce No Sex Please We’re British. Abbeylands, in contrast, looked at broader international issues

with its thought-provoking production of Sarcophagus, based on the Chernobyl disaster. Wallace

started off the Michaelmas term with Incident at Vichy, a less well-known Arthur Miller play

which saw Giles Robinson returning to the director’s chair.

The 2007 season ended triumphantly. The School play, Les Misérables, directed by Mark Waldron

with James Henderson as music maestro, was an epic production. A large cast from several

schools, with musicians and technical crew, entranced enthusiastic audiences with this

demanding but hugely exciting production.

D&T

It has become

increasingly clear that our

department should aim to

support and encourage the development

of Design and Technology in our feeder

prep schools if the pupils at Sherborne are

to make the best use of their time here.

With this in mind we decided this year to

host the South West’s annual D&T prep

schools’ meeting at Sherborne with an

introduction to jewellery at Sherborne Prep

in the morning and a look at appropriate

sheet-metal based KS3 projects with us in

the afternoon. The feedback we have

received from the day has been most

encouraging, and we hope that this support

will have opened a dialogue between the

schools who attended, with a view to

encouraging them to broaden their coverage

of the National Curriculum. 

With our own GCSE groups now creaking at

the seams, we have changed the layout of

the department’s computer suite. The

addition of a further four computers brings

our total up to 16. We have updated our

TechSoft 2D CAD software so that we will

be ready to move to greater integration of

Computer-Aided Design when we are

successful in raising the necessary funds for a

computer-controlled laser cutter. The

purchase of the laser cutter will be a

significant and exciting step for the pupils.

The boys have continued to develop a broad

range of commercial ideas, two of which

generated some media interest when they

entered a national competition (fingers

crossed for the final results at the end of the

year). Jamie Snudden (b) was ranked in the

top ten D&T candidates nationally, and

Edward Barrie (m) was selected for an

external Arkwright Scholarship in

recognition of the potential that he has

shown for creative design and engineering. 

Peter Chillingworth

David Hedison
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Athletics

Fifteen boys represented North Dorset at the county

trials and we were successful in a number of events

including: Jamie Payne (f) in the senior javelin, who also

went on to finish sixth at the National Championships, Jack

Nott Bower (c) and James Hacking (d) in the triple jump, and

Simon Davies (m) in the hurdles. The major team event of the

season is the Lutra Shield in which we finished fifth.

After 20 years I have now handed over the reins to Dr Clare

Pemberton. 
Steve Clayton

Basketball
The basketball club enjoyed another successful season, winning

five of the nine matches played. The club consists of Sixth

Form players – this year’s captain, Jonathan Hacking (d, 07),

completed his fifth consecutive year playing competitive

basketball for the School.
Ben Ryder

Cricket
Following a very successful year

in 2006, and with nine of the

1st X1 returning for 2007,

expectations were high. We

started with an excellent winter

tour to Cape Town, South Africa,

having been invited to play in an

International Cricket Festival. The

tour was a great success both in

terms of results and in player

development for the

forthcoming season. 

Back home the 1st XI gained eleven wins from sixteen games

including notable victories over Cheltenham, Marlborough,

King’s Taunton and Haileybury. Charlie Esson (b, 07) scored 928

runs in the season including a match winning 103* against

Marlborough, and captained the side superbly. He was well

supported by Ed Atkins (c, 07), 106 against the Town, and Jack

Jenkins (b, 07), 93 against Blundells. Jonti Dampney (m, 07) was

voted the most improved player and took 39 wickets, with

Humphrey Gibbs (m, 07) deemed the most economical bowler.

Simon Lamb (c, 07), Ben Lyons (c, 07) and Paddy Selfe (c, 07) all

chipped in with good performances throughout the season.

Charlie Cooke (f, 07) claimed 27 victims behind the stumps.

All the senior teams performed well, and, of the junior teams,

the Mini Colts A enjoyed a very successful season winning ten

of their twelve games, including winning a place in next year’s

Lord’s Taverners national competition.
Rob Hill

Cross country
Alex Stuart-Grumbar (f), Hugh Knudsen (g), Ollie Marks (c),

Charlie Whitcombe (m), Josh Turner (a), Tom Dillon (f),

Thomas Foster (m, 07), Sebastian Ross (a, 07) and Alex

Milward (c, 07) formed the team which completed a season

unbeaten in all but one match – the Canford Relay, which,

although a splendid occasion, is not, in all honesty, a cross

country race at all. Every member of the Senior squad gave his

all, training exceptionally hard, and competing with absolute

determination. 

The Colts were marginally less successful but nevertheless

completed an excellent season with many wins and a number

of honourable second and third places. The outstanding 

National Twenty/20 Schools Cricket Competition

The 1st X1 finished runners-up in the National Schools

Twenty/20 competition. The finals were played in the

beautiful surroundings of JP Getty’s ground at Wormsley.

The semi-final was against Repton, who batted first,

scoring 148-6. In reply Sherborne were always going well,

winning by 8 wickets with the opening pair of Edward

Atkins (c, 07) 48 and Charles Esson (b, 07) 64* playing

extremely well. In the final against Dulwich we batted first

and scored 146-6, with Charles (48) and Edward (24) top

scoring. Sherborne had their chances but dropped vital

catches, eventually losing by 6 wickets in the 18th over.
Alan Willows
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runners here were Richard Bucklow (f) and Louis Mayes (e), who were

ably backed up by Ed Pickup (m), Ollie Crosthwaite-Eyre (d) and Chris

Goldsack (m), and by two very promising Third Formers, Freddie

Blackman (f) and Charlie Hensher (a). 

It was particularly gratifying that we regained both the Senior and Colts

Divisions in the Sherborne Trophy, for which the Old Shirburnians

turned out in strength and ran extremely hard, putting up some splendid

competition against the best of our Seniors. It was a pleasure to see no

fewer than three recent captains of cross country in the OS squad.

Bernard Holiday

Fives
It has been a busy season with matches for all age-groups being played.

The first team beat Marlborough and King’s Bruton, but lost closely

contested matches to all the club sides and to Blundell’s and Winchester.

Good wins for the Colts and Junior Colts over Marlborough, King’s

Bruton and Bedford Modern give us hope for the future. A disappointing

showing at the National Championships saw Edward Leakey (b, 07) lose

in the quarter finals of the singles and then going out at the same stage

when partnering Jamie Coreth (b, 07) in the pairs. 

Sherborne once again hosted the West of England Open Championships

in October 2006, as well as the West of England Schools Championships

in January 2007. I am delighted to say that the latter will be held here

again in January 2008. Competitors so enjoy coming to Sherborne for our

Fives facilities, which are among the best in the country, as well as

enjoying the warm Dorset welcome at The Digby Tap.  

Mike Cleaver

Golf
The team, captained by Charlie Cooke (f, 07), played well and won more

fixtures than they lost. Victories were achieved against Llandoug, King’s

Bruton, Milton Abbey (2), Downside, Marlborough, Bow House and the

OSGS. As Charlie is the only leaver, hopes are high for success in the

2007/08 season. 
Mike Cleaver

Hockey
Played 16, won 12, drawn 1,

and lost 3. Goals scored 68;

goals conceded 39. These

impressive figures sum up

the success of the hockey

season. Sherborne played

attacking hockey at all times,

with good wins against

Monkton Combe (2-1)

King’s Bruton (8-1),Taunton

(3-2) KES Bath (7-2), Dean

Close (5-4) King’s Taunton

(5-3), Wells Cathedral (5-2)

Clayesmore (7-0) Pilgrims A (3-0), Pilgrims B (6-2) Haberdashers’ Aske

(7-1) and Reigate Grammar (2-1).

The attacking partnership of Chris Holdoway (d, 07) as ‘provider’ and

Jamie Smibert (a, 07) as ‘finisher’ proved highly successful, with Jamie

scoring 29 goals, a remarkable feat. It is important not to underestimate

the work of the rest of the team. Chris was an inspirational captain; his

ability to create chances for others contributed to the success of this

team. The midfield of James Erskine (c, 07), Beanie Isles (g), Jack Renner

(b) and William Selfe (c) were skilful and hard working. The defence,

Hugo Balfour (g, 07), Kit Regan (b), George Berthon (a) and Paddy Selfe

(c, 07) were at times outnumbered as Sherborne committed to attack

but they remained composed and reliable under pressure. Ed Rogers 

(d, 07) in goal produced match-winning saves on countless occasions.

We narrowly lost to Canford in the County Cup semi-final on penalty

flicks, but won all four games at the Bath Festival against teams from all

over the country. Rob Hill

Polo
For the first time last season

polo was available all year

round. Vaux Park at

Wigborough now provides a

home ground for arena practice

and organisers there have been

very supportive and helpful.

Matches were played every

Sunday at various locations with

indoor and outdoor

tournaments most often held at

Longdole in Gloucestershire.

Weekday practice throughout

the year took place at either

Vaux Park or Taunton with

coaching by Roger Horne, who once again did so much to organise

parents and ponies. Teams were unbeaten in arena matches throughout

the winter. The players had the good fortune to be offered a tour to

Pakistan in February where they fought hard against tough and

considerably older opposition. In the West of England Schools

Championship, Sherborne teams were placed first and second in A and B

leagues respectively. The following week they came second in the

National Schools Championship when narrowly beaten by Millfield. The

second annual Polo Dinner was again a great success and gave an

opportunity for parents and boys to discuss past and future events.

After a weekend of high-quality pre-season training in Sotogrande, the

players were keen to start the summer polo season, but the weather put

paid to several fixtures.

Congratulations to Freddie Horne (c), who represented England in

Kenya, and to the National Under 16 team, who retained the trophy.

Julia Skippen

Riding
Boys entered two inter-

school competitions.

Simon Walsh (a)

represented Sherborne

at the Bruton School for

Girls Hunter Trial,

hosted by Hugh Archer

(c & m, 66). Simon and

his pony ‘Flashpoint’

went clear, eventually finishing fifth against really strong opposition

from local schools. Rollo Skinner (m) and Simon also entered the

19th Inter Schools One Day Event Championships at Stonar School.

In the Millfield Eventers’ Challenge competition, the team, Rollo

Skinner, Simon Walsh and Teddy Lucas-Rowe (a) acquitted

themselves admirably, but were beaten by experienced teams from

Stonar, Millfield and Dauntsey’s. We also entered teams in

competitions held at Gillingham School and at Clayesmore.
Lindsey Millar
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Rugby – 1st xv
The pre-season training camp at Cambridge

University in late August provided an opportunity for

the new master-in-charge of Rugby to cast an eye

over his charges for the forthcoming season. It quickly

became apparent that, whilst there was considerable

talent in the team, none of the boys had done any

strength, conditioning or fitness work over the Trinity

Term or beyond, and this would probably prove

costly in terms of performance and results at the

beginning of the season in September.

Unfortunately this was to prove prophetic in the first

weeks of the season, as considerably more physical

and powerful sides overran the valiant yet under-powered Sherborne

XV. Losses to Bishop Wordsworth’s and Radley were relatively close yet

Sherborne rarely threatened on the attacking front. Heavy losses in

terms of long-term injuries also ensued which was to make the period

until half-term one of damage-limitation in certain fixtures, notably

Wellington and Marlborough who were simply too strong for Sherborne

to contain. Victories versus Canford and KE Bath were rays of optimism

in an otherwise gloomy first half of the term.

Whilst the results showed the gulf between Sherborne and their rivals,

the commitment and attitude of the players to training was always first-

class. Boys would regularly train four times a week in the belief that the

tide would turn once players came back from injury to strengthen the

ranks. This was certainly the case post half-term as the performance

levels improved greatly. The pack, ably led and captained by Jamie Payne

(f), have been a match for any foe. The scrummaging has been technically

very good with James Stockings (d) and Ian Williams (f) prominent, and

the lineout play, whilst on occasions prone to inaccuracy, has been for

the most part a good source of primary possession. Oliver Crosthwaite-

Eyre (d) and Nick Holding Parsons (g) are developing into two fine

lineout operators who could become top class schoolboy players in their

U6th year. The back-row have worked tirelessly all season with Hugh

Willis (b) strong in the tackle and Jamie Payne destructive in the contact

area. ‘Player of the Season’ has undoubtedly been Jamie Excell (e) whose

contribution in the loose-play has been nothing short of remarkable. He

really has been the stand out back-rower in schoolboy rugby on the

tough Sherborne circuit. 

Behind the scrum a lack of creativity and power runners has often

negated some of the Trojan work of the forwards. Beanie Isles (g) had to

move from scrum-half to fly-half to remedy this with an immediate

improvement in the back-play, notably against Bryanston where he was a

constant threat in attack. George Berthon (a) was playing some excellent

rugby in the centre until a broken jaw derailed his physical presence in

the back-line. His dynamic running and power in the tackle was sorely

missed yet immediately on his return the balance of the team improved

and good wins were achieved away against Cheltenham, King’s Bruton

and Blundell’s.

The team finished the season on a high and performed with great credit

at home to one of the strongest Millfield sides for many seasons. Indeed,

the second half of this match encapsulated all that has been impressive

this season with the forward pack edging a bruising affair but we missed

that crucial spark of creativity and the correct decision being taken at the

crucial time. Otherwise the game could have been on a knife-edge at the

end. 

With this in mind I would like to thank the boys for their honest

endeavour throughout the season and applaud their unstinting attitude

to training and giving their all in matches.

Lastly, I would like to express my thanks to Mike Davis in assisting me in

my first season at Sherborne. His advice, wisdom and above all vast

knowledge for, and love of, the game have been invaluable. 

Congratulations to Ed Scott-Bowden (f) who is part of the South-West

U16 Divisional Squad and to Alex Cochrayne-Dyet (b) who has been

selected to represent Dorset & Wilts at U16 Group and Ian Williams (f)

who has propped for the Dorset & Wilts U18 Group and Welsh Exiles. 

Gavin Moffat

Soccer
This was the first year that soccer had become optional throughout the

School during the Lent Term, with approximately 40% of the School

voting with their feet! Victories against Clifton 2-1, Blundell’s 3-0,

Gillingham 12-0 (!), Pilgrims 2-0 and Dauntsey’s 4-2 showed just how

much progress the boys had

made as they progressed

through the School –

probably more telling were

the narrow defeats against

some very good competition,

Marlborough 2-3, King’s

Taunton 0-1, QEH 0-1,

Reading School 0-1, Bishop

Wordsworth 3-5 and Millfield

0-4. There were also draws

against The Gryphon and

Bristol Grammar School.

In total, we were able to put out 14 teams, who competed in 73 matches

winning a total of 31, losing 35 and drawing 7. Rory Blacklock (a) was top

scorer with an average of two goals per game. 
Steve Clayton

OSS Bursaries
The OSS operates the OS Charitable Trust 

which awards bursaries to sons of Old Shirburnians 

Application forms are available via the OSS Office



Squash
Although there are still too few boys playing squash, those who did have

been passionately enthusiastic, showing a gritty determination to

improve their game. Tom Pollard is an excellent coach and all the boys

benefited from the significant amount of time they spent being coached

by him. 

The best three players, Timon Woodward (f, 07), Toby Murray (f, 07) and

Nick Batchelor (f), all made considerable progress over the season,

helped by being able to play in Nick Lamb’s (d, 94) Sherborne Town

sides. This increased exposure to adult squash augurs well for the future.

Jamie Payne (f) and Charlie Cooke (f, 07) were the two new members of

the team. Alex Smith (m, 07) was the best of the junior players. 

The team played well to beat a decent Millfield A team home and away,

but lost comfortably to Marlborough. At the Roehampton invitation

tournament, we lost to Epsom, St Paul’s and KCS Wimbledon. 

Unfortunately, finding fixtures for the Colts team is proving difficult, and

we are victims of the diminishing popularity of squash in other schools.

They convincingly beat Blundell’s, but lost to Marlborough.
Richard Bool

Swimming
The season began with a four-way match against Canford, Clayesmore

and King’s Bruton. The Junior squad raced to a convincing victory against

all three schools, but the Seniors, missing key swimmers, were faced with

an uphill battle. What our team lacked in individual ability was made up

for by the strength of our relay teams. After winning both relays

convincingly, we ended the match as joint winners. 

The ‘big’ fixture against King’s Taunton, Clifton, Blundell’s and Plymouth

was fraught with controversy. Plymouth pulled out of the match and

King’s Taunton could only produce one swimmer for each event. As a

result, it was decided to score only one swimmer from each team in

the match, which created much ill-will. In the end both Sherborne

teams won, with Alex Vlieland-Boddy (g, 07) breaking the 50m freestyle

School record. 

We ended an unbeaten season with convincing victories against Canford.

Praise must go to Alex Vlieland-Boddy, Mark Winter (a), Oliver

Crosthwaite-Eyre (d), Ameer Rashed (d) and Alex Kerby (f) on their

outstanding performances.
Lindsey Millar

Tennis
Tennis continued to make significant strides this year. With some boys

playing tennis all year round, the standard is rapidly improving. The 1st VI

won four more matches than the previous year, the 2nd VI were

unbeaten, the Colts only lost one fixture, the Junior Colts were runners-

up in the Dorset league and the Mini Colts only lost two fixtures and

showed great promise. There is no doubt that we have closed the gap

between some of our local rivals, such as Bryanston and King’s Taunton.

Much of this progress is due to the hard work and enthusiasm of Jeremy

Priddle, who is now in his third year as our full-time tennis coach. His

books are permanently full with boys who wish to have individual

sessions with him.

This year, the destination of our pre-season training tour was Barcelona

and the hope was that the players would get some valuable clay court

experience to show them the importance of solid ground strokes. Sadly,

the weather was against us and the vast majority of practices and

matches had to be played on hard surfaces. However, the players were

still full of enthusiasm and the trip allowed us to begin the summer term

with some useful practice under our belt.
Jeremy Wadham
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Sailing
In School matches there were successes against Milton Abbey and

Canford. Gaining Will Gibbon (m) and Nick Boughton (a), once

rugby had finished, injected some new vigour into the team.

The inter-house series was raced in incredibly light winds, leading to

the disqualification of several teams through questionable use of the

paddle – The Digby emerged as victors. Tom Badham-Thornhill

(f, 07) and Robbie Edwards (m, 07) raced at the BSDRA

Championships at Itchenor, finishing in 7th place. Recreational sailing

was hit by poor weather. The Old Boys’ Cruising weekend in the

autumn was cancelled due to high winds and much of the summer

sailing at Arne was badly affected. 

Sailing Camp too was disrupted with only three days of the week

being sailable. On the third of these an un-forecast squall capsized

five out of eight boats, one of them breaking a mast in the process. 

Chris Hamon



10

The Chaplaincy
Confirmation

F orty-nine boys of all ages

gathered in the Abbey in

February at a service at

which the Rt Revd David Stancliffe,

Bishop of Salisbury, officiated. It was

most encouraging that a good

number of candidates were Sixth

Formers.

Lent Focus Week

After Confirmation there followed a

week of spiritual challenge and

devotion. This is an excellent

opportunity for those just

confirmed, as well as for those who

seek a spiritual awakening. Other

events included: a ‘sportsman’s

breakfast’, with visiting speaker Revd

Andrew Wingfield Digby (h, 69)

who challenged us about faith

amidst the challenges of competitive

sport; a ‘question-answer’ chip-

supper with the Friars from Hilfield; a dinner with a guest speaker, and a

nightly compline in the Chapel with reflections led by Canon Tim Biles.

A final Eucharist, led by the Bishop of Sherborne was a most fitting

climax to the week. Attendance at these events was excellent, enhanced

no doubt by the fine cuisine that accompanied them! 

Chapel Services

A host of speakers have preached at our whole School services providing

a broad and wholesome diet. Credit for much of the service content

must go to our excellent choir, who, in September, will be ably

supplemented by girls from Sherborne Girls. Friday Eucharists remain

popular, with no less than ten Upper Sixth boys preaching at these

services.

In Junior Chapel we have, once again, seen excellent contributions from

staff and boys who have led the services.

Happily, OS continue to use the Chapel for their weddings with no

fewer than eight taking place this year.

Charity Links

The links with our charities have gone from strength to strength and the

amount of money raised from our collections has been substantial. Visits

by Shirburnians to those projects which have benefited from the money

raised have given great pleasure. Working mutually with our charity links

in Ecuador, South Africa, Sri Lanka and with Kids Company has been

inspiring to witness. It is hoped that a trip to Rwanda will be possible in

the near future.

A School sponsored walk, on a glorious day in April, raised £4,000 for

the charities. 

The money raised over the academic year 2006-2007 has been

impressive:

Crags Primary School, South Africa £2,992.36

Isubilo Orphanage, Zambia £1,616.35

Fundacion Estrella, Brilliante, Ecuador £1,451.50

Kids Company, London £1,774.38

Reach, Rwanda £6,689.38

Wherever the Need, Sri Lanka £2,317.48

Wills Africa Trust, Kenya £2,542.41

£19,383.86

An additional £1,500 was donated to sponsor a nurse’s training in

Kampala, Uganda.

REACH

We were privileged to play host for three days to Revd Celestine Seburikoko,

who is part of our Charity link in Rwanda. Celestine was very active whilst

here in the School, working with groups and classes. He was also able to

update us on the progress of ‘The Upper, Sherborne’ that is being laid as part of the

Rwandan project.

In Chapel he demonstrated how the deeply ingrained hatreds between Hutu and Tutsi, post

genocide of 1994, are being gradually dispelled due to the reconciliatory vision of the

REACH project. This is being achieved through counselling, sport, music and drama, which

all seek to bring the Rwandan people together.

‘The Upper, Sherborne’ will be instrumental in this process, and we have been invited to

play on the pitch at its opening by the Archbishop of Rwanda. However, we still need to

raise a further £6,000 on top of the £9,000 the boys have already raised. Stephen Gray



School
Development

This year saw rather fewer major

changes to School buildings than in

recent years, as we absorbed the

effects of the recent major improvements to

the Big School Room, the Old School Room,

the Sports Hall, Abbeylands, Lyon and

Wallace. Life in the Estates Department has

not been quiet however, as the programme of

refurbishment and upgrade, particularly of

boarding house accommodation, continues

apace.

Two of the areas that have been improved

are dormitories at The Digby and the Third

Form day room and common room at Lyon.

We have used fitted furniture and colour to

create areas that are comfortable and

welcoming for the younger boys.

The major development in teaching space is

the conversion of the old ‘range’ along

Armoury Drive into an extension for the Art

School in the Carrington. This will provide

space for screen-printing and photography

which currently have to take place some

distance from the main Art School. Further

space will be provided for ceramics and three-

dimensional art. As part of the same project,

an area will also be created for science

experimental work. This project will be

completed by Christmas 2007.

As I mentioned last year, a wide-ranging

review of the School’s facilities is underway

with the aim of producing a long-term plan

for development of our academic, cultural,

sporting and boarding facilities. The planning

process is going very well and promises to

give an exciting vision for Sherborne in the

21st century.  
Margaret McKenna

Careers

Macmillan was still Prime Minister when Rob Lloyd joined Sherborne in 1962, yet,

when he retired from his rôle as Higher Education Consultant in August 2007, his

enthusiasm was undiminished. I do not need to persuade Old Shirburnians about

the immense contribution which he has made in the Careers Department: for so many of you.

His depth of knowledge, gift for lateral thinking and insight into the individual have been no less

than life-changing. To colleagues he has been inspirational: an intrepid fieldworker, aware of the

need to keep re-visiting universities in order to remain as up-to-date as possible in a rapidly

changing scene; a meticulous reporter, in compiling detailed notes on these visits; a tireless

advocate for the rôle of Higher Education advice in a school’s pastoral care, both in Sherborne

and beyond. You will not be surprised to learn that he has also raised £10,000 for charity during

the last ten years through his consultancy work.

We have been fortunate in being able to prepare for Rob’s departure for several years. Fiona

Harrall has expanded her guidance rôle in line with her professional training; Patrick Francis,

whose recent pastoral experience as Housemaster is invaluable, has joined us as HE Adviser;

Roger Gibson continues to track the complex developments surrounding Medicine and related

courses. Clare Pemberton, Iain Smith and John Storey have added both youth and, more

importantly, recent experience of university life, while Jonathan Salisbury, Julia Skippen and Mark

Thurman give breadth to the academic subjects covered within the Department. In addition,

Don Cameron, as Head of Sixth Form, now has his office in the Careers Department, which

affords us closer cooperation on pastoral and academic matters.

As for myself, I have been trekking across the country, visiting over half of the 120 or so British

universities during the last couple of years: witnessing the emergence of smart new

‘interdisciplinary’ buildings on the sites of demolished 1960s structures (but Gothic Revival is

holding up well!) and, more often than not, getting important first-hand evidence from Old

Shirburnian undergraduates.

Current Shirburnians are truly fortunate in

having such support from the Old Shirburnian

community. This comes in many forms: a

friendly guide, or even a floor to sleep on,

during a university visit; some priceless facts

and insights written in response to our annual

questionnaires (be assured that these are

used!); inspiring remarks or timely caveats

offered by delegates to the HE Forum or

Careers Convention. An initiative this year

was a small group visit to City firms, which

even gained one boy a job offer.

In terms of securing university places, this year’s A Level results were as good as any I can

remember over the last 15 years. 82 boys were taken by their first choice university in August,

17 by their second choice and, of the rest, only two were forced to reconsider their choice of

subject. Although we would like to think that we have, in cooperation with many colleagues,

persuaded boys to choose their courses judiciously, through a structured programme of five

Sixth Form individual interviews and much further discussion, there are other major factors

involved here and the strength of our links with Old Shirburnians is one of these.

In case nostalgia lulls you into a false sense of continuity, be aware that Sherborne during the last

year has undergone some major changes, including a new structure of the week, with 55 minute

lessons and the introduction of the International Baccalaureate as a Sixth Form option alongside

A Levels. As a parent, whose oldest is currently facing the dilemma created by this further

choice, I am increasingly aware of how crucial an evidence-based approach is in our work. With

this in mind, I have written a couple of pages of advice on ‘How to Choose a University Course’.

Please email me at progerson@sherborne.org if you would like a copy.
Philip Rogerson

OS Careers Advisory Representation (OSCAR)

The OS careers network is growing in both size and, hopefully, quality. We were able to help

younger OS contact those established in their careers to seek advice and work experience. The

latter has on several occasions led to this turning into an offer of full-time employment. I hope

that our contact with both the Sixth Formers at School and with the university students and

graduates will help us expand the service further in 2008. Please contact John Harden in the OSS

Office if you require any help in the careers field.

111 t h  A n n u a l  R e c o r d
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Steven Lawn 
Memorial Lecture

Lord Butler of Brockwell

was the guest speaker at

this year’s Steven Lawn

Memorial lecture. Lord Butler

has had a high profile career in

the civil service, serving as

private secretary to five prime

ministers. In 2004 Lord Butler

was named as the head of the

inquiry into intelligence behind the decision to go to war

with Iraq. His report later became known as the ‘Butler

Report’.

Steven (m, 91) was killed in the Twin Towers tragedy of

2001 and his family chose to honour his death by arranging

an annual lecture in his memory.

Sherborne House
‘Kids Company’

Following extensive press coverage about the

ending of current Treasury funding, discussions

with Government have now taken place and a

procedure has been put in place for Kids Co to submit

a bid for £4.5 million per year. A decision should be

made soon. 

This year, Kids Co annual budget will be approx £6

million of which about £5.2 million has been raised

through fundraising. Should the Government grant be

approved, Kids Co will continue fundraising and will

further develop the work. Should the bid fail, then

Kids Co will have to scale back its operations

considerably. 

Kids Co ran a conference in September 2007 on their

work and attracted an audience of 450. There is now

wider interest across UK and also from Europe. 

Despite difficulties in finding funds for Kids Co, the

government remains very concerned about the

number of teenage murders within the kind of social

network in which Kids Co works. 

The Urban Academy (at Sherborne House,

Bermondsey) is very successful – about 300 young

people per week attend. Fifty have now gone on to

employment or further education, including six who

went to university this autumn. Stricter rules have

been introduced this year to improve motivation.

Good use is being made of the (smallish) kitchen, with

some 70 excellent meals a day being prepared. 

The Kids Co exhibition at Shoreditch Town Hall was a

great success and it included some welcome (and

excellent) contributions from the School and

Sherborne Girls. 
Richard Ambrose

Alan Turing (h, 31)
On 19 June 2007 Bletchley Park unveiled a statue specially commissioned by
philanthropist Sidney E Frank in commemoration of Alan Turing.

Alan Turing was the inspirational mathematician at the heart of

Bletchley Park’s codebreaking successes during World War Two.

Before he died in January 2006, the late Mr Sidney E Frank, an

American billionaire, commissioned the internationally renowned sculptor

Mr Stephen Kettle to create a statue in memory of Alan Turing. The one and

a half ton life-size statue of Alan Turing is made from approximately half a

million individual pieces of five hundred million year old Welsh slate and

bears a faultless resemblance to the great man. 

Alan Turing arrived at Bletchley Park in

September 1939 and soon was pursuing his

idea of building a machine that would

break the Enigma key. He became head of

the small Naval Enigma team in Hut 8 and

contributed greatly to the breaking, by

December 1939, of German Naval Enigma.

By August 1940, Turing, together with his

friend and colleague, Gordon Welchman,

had brought the idea of an Enigma

codebreaking machine to fruition with the

construction of the Turing-Welchman

Bombe which speeded up the process of

breaking into the daily Enigma keys. 

Historians agree that the work of the

codebreakers at Bletchley Park effectively

helped to shorten the war by two years,

saving countless lives. Although Alan

Turing received the OBE for his wartime

achievements, he died tragically in 1954 at

the age of only 41, having received no

public recognition of the colossal contribution he made to the outcome of

the war and to the computer age that was to follow.

Alan Turing was an accomplished runner who achieved world-class Marathon

standards. His best time of 2 hours, 46 minutes, 3 seconds, was only 11

minutes slower than the winner in the 1948 Olympic Games. In a 1948 cross-

country race he finished ahead of Tom Richards who was to go on to win the

silver medal in the Olympics the same year.

In 1952, at a time when homosexuality was illegal in the UK, Turing was

convicted of having a sexual relationship with another man, to which he

made no defence other than to say he saw nothing wrong in his actions.

Turing was sentenced to a treatment that amounted to chemical castration.

The conviction robbed him of his security clearance for GCHQ, for which he

still worked, and made him the target for surveillance at the start of the cold

war. He died after eating an apple laced with cyanide. The symbol of the half-

eaten apple lives on to this day with the logo of the Apple MacIntosh

computer.

Mr Simon Greenish, Director of Bletchley Park Trust, heralded the statue as a

fitting and timely tribute to Turing. He continued, ‘Alan Turing is universally

recognised as the founding father of the modern computer and one of the

pre-eminent unsung intellectual warriors of the twentieth century. With the

help of the Sidney E Frank Foundation and the brilliance of sculptor, Stephen

Kettle, Bletchley Park is now home to an exquisite and magnificent memorial

to the genius of Turing.’ 

The statue is available for public viewing at Bletchley Park, which is open

seven days a week to visitors. © Bletchley Park

www.kidsco.org.uk
www.bletchleypark.org.uk



111 t h  A n n u a l  R e c o r d

A
rt

ic
le

s Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle & EW Hornung

Both these well-

known authors

played for the

Incogniti against the

School 1st XI in June 1901,

with Doyle taking 4-49.

Doyle, (pictured) was a

useful cricketer with a

best performance of 7-61

for MCC against

Cambridgeshire. ‘He could

hit hard as a batsman and

bowl slow leg breaks with

a puzzling flight.’

After studying medicine

at the University of

Edinburgh, he first set up

practice in Plymouth and moved on to Portsmouth where, due

to a dearth of patients, he started to write stories, the first

significant one being ‘A Study in Scarlet’.

In 1915 he wrote an appreciation of W G Grace in The Times.

It is said that Shacklock, a former Nottinghamshire player,

inspired Doyle with the Christian name of his famous character,

Sherlock Holmes.

He recalls in his 1924 autobiography being confounded in a non

first-class match by the England bowler Bunny Lucas, who

looped a delivery that dropped from around 30 feet almost

vertically towards the stumps. Doyle deduced – there was

plenty of time for thinking – that presenting a vertical bat

would fail, so settled on a cross-batted heave. The resulting air

shot belied his first-class experience, demolishing two stumps

and breaking his bat. The ball then alighted on to the solitary

stump. Doyle was so impressed that he wrote a short story –

‘Spedegue’s Dropper’ – about an asthmatic schoolteacher who

used such a delivery to win the Ashes for England. 

The ‘Spedegue’ was used by a Sherborne Pilgrim, Michael

Wingfield Digby (b, 56), in a match against a Cambridge

College. The high lobs were delivered as a protest at the

funereal batting of two undergraduates. However he was only

allowed one over, as the umpire of the day ruled that it was

not in the spirit of the game.

E W Hornung, who created the character of Raffles, the

gentleman thief, who lived in the Albany, was also interested in

cricket. He married Constance Doyle, Sir Arthur’s sister. 

The Slype

This curious 13th

century pile, an

appendage to the

Abbey, enjoys the unique

distinction of being the only

building in School use (albeit in

a humble capacity) without

intermission from 1550 to the

present day.

Of two storeys, in monastic

times the upper part contained

the plumb house where lead

work for the Abbey roof was

done, and part of the monks’

dormitory: the sole surviving

trace of this is now the

inverted ‘V’ of its roof on the

Abbey north wall.

The lower part, containing three vaults, was not only a slype

or passage out of the cloister, but also when necessary the

monks’ mortuary. It has been held that the northern chamber

with its barrel roof was also used as a punishment cell for

offending members of the community. The noticeable

depression in the lawn some six feet north of the modern

grating, covering the window, marks where a large boulder fell

in the air raid of 1940. The buttress now blocking the ancient

exit is marked 1569, doubtless the date when the destruction

of the cloister rendered its erection necessary to support the

Abbey wall.

But the School has

had possession of the

Slype for longer than

the monks ever did.

The account for 1598

identifies the plumb

house with the

School brewhouse;

the 16th century

authorities evidently

lost little time in

providing the means

to furnish themselves and the boys with the then universal

drink. In 1732, the Slype housed the School laundry and it

remained so for a century or more. The lower part has

probably been a lumber shed, boot room or wood store ever

since the Dissolution – it is now used for storage having most

recently been used by David Smart, former Director of Studies,

and Bob Tozer when Registrar.

The Slype also became home to the notorious raven Moloch,

who showed a poor sense of gratitude for the cheese and

biscuits with which he was regularly fed by pecking latecomers

to chapel, attacking the Headmaster’s dog, and destroying

hymn books wholesale. He even won himself a place in the

Fourth Edition of The Sherborne Register, (p 211) his entry reads:

Moloch and several successive wives (he was suspected of

murdering at least one) were privileged members of the School for

some ten or twelve years. But their untidy habits and their

frequent raids on the Chapel hymn books entailed their expulsion

about 1910.
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Peace Building in Bosnia

Saturated by images of war in the media twenty four hours a day

it is difficult to be hopeful about a future for our children and

grandchildren.

But beneath the radar there are, in many regions of the world where

there has been conflict, astonishing attempts and success at bringing

former enemies together round the table.

The Soul of Europe is a small NGO working in the Balkans for seven

years. I founded the Soul of Europe after completing 18 years as Rector

of St James’s Piccadilly in London. We are a very modest part of what is

becoming a growing movement of peace building. Peace building is

neither glamorous nor newsworthy. Anyone taking it on has to be ready

for the long haul. There is no quick fix and the outcomes are always

uncertain.

For example: in 2005 Mittal Steel acquired an iron ore mine in Omarska

near Prijedor, a town in North West Bosnia. In April 1992 a well planned

programme of ethnic cleansing had been put into action. Bosnian

Muslims (known as Bosniaks) and Croats were unprepared and

unarmed. All non-Serbs were removed from their jobs. Two

concentration camps were established, one at the iron ore mine at

Omarska. In three months in 1992 up to four thousand people were

killed in the region.

Once it became known that Mittal Steel had bought the mine, survivors

of Omarska began to demand that a memorial to those who died be

erected in the mine complex, because it was in the buildings of the mine

that atrocities, tortures, rapes and murders had been committed. 

Mittal Steel invited the Soul of Europe to intervene and create a process

of mediation which would bring Bosniaks and Serbs together to agree on

a compromise for the memorial.

There followed nine months

of patient work. Could we

find Bosniaks and Serbs

willing to meet and talk?

How could we address the

traumas of both sides, the

rage of the Bosniaks and the

denial and guilt of the Serbs?

How should we handle the

spoilers, those from both

sides who wanted to wreck

the process? These are some of the hard questions we had to answer.

We succeeded in taking the heat out of a dangerous situation; our work

as a third party intervening is completed. And the project continues.

Our book the white house tells the story of this mediation project and

will be published by O Books in summer 2008. 

Now the Soul of Europe is preparing work in Kosovo. As I write,

independence will be declared in either December 2007 or January 2008.

In Kosovo the economy is a shambles, there is over 60% unemployment

and there are frequent power cuts.

In Kosovo there are eight working Serbian Orthodox monasteries, three

of them are World Heritage Sites. They are surrounded by Kosovo

Albanians. The monasteries are guarded 24 hours seven days a week by

NATO. Whenever a monk leaves his monastery he has to have armed

guard security.

This situation is unacceptable. No religious community should have to

survive in these conditions in modern Europe. We are therefore

intending to bring the Orthodox Serbs and Muslim Kosovo Albanians

together so that the walls of silence, mistrust and suspicion can be 

removed. Ultimately, the monasteries should become part of their

communities without the need of protection. Then the monasteries will

become places of reconciliation, not of division. It will be very difficult.

Our first task is to secure the invitation from the Kosovo administration

and the Serbian Orthodox Church.

Governments do not fund this type of work. Aid and development, yes,

but peace building towards reconciliation, no.

Yet a successful outcome of this hugely symbolic project will contribute

to the stability and prosperity of Kosovo, because these monasteries

represent the heart of what it means to be a Serb Orthodox.

The Soul of Europe intends to take the monasteries project forward as

speedily as possible. We are looking for £50,000 for a two-year project.

If any readers of the Old Shirburnian Record would like to know more

about our work in the Balkans please contact me directly at

donalreeve@aol.com or write to me at The Coach House, Church

Street, Crediton, Devon, EX17 2AQ.

www.soulofeurope.org

Donations of any size are more than welcome, either to the Soul of

Europe, a registered company, or to our charitable arm, The Ferhadija

Trust.

The Revd Donald Reeves (b, 52)
Director of the Soul of Europe

Visiting Fellow at Leeds Metropolitan University

Donald Reeves (second from the left) with the religious
leaders of Banja Luka after signing an agreement to
protect and rebuild destroyed churches and mosques.
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An OS’s week – Hugh Bonneville (d, 81)
Sunday and Monday

My last two days on Miss Austen Regrets, a BBC film about Jane

Austen’s later life. I play Brook Bridges, a relative with whom

she might have been romantically involved. Probably.

Possibly. However well researched, biographical films will always be

fiction; an interpretation of facts and events. Come to think of it I’ve yet

to see a documentary that isn’t fiction to some degree. The moment a

recorded interview has a frame of film cut from it, or juxtaposed with

another, the reality has been edited, interpreted, fictionalised by an

authorial hand. Audiences accept that, when it’s done well. Editorial

choices that edify and enlighten are one thing, those that stitch-up the

subject or mislead the viewer are quite another. The Queen chatting

merrily en route to a photo shoot becomes Angry Betty storming out of

one. 

Jane Austen died a spinster, aged forty one. That’s a fact. 

Tuesday

To a sound studio in Soho, to do ADR (Additional Dialogue Recording)

for Knife Edge, a thriller I shot earlier in the year. Sessions like these take

you back to a world you left months ago because for any number of

reasons your grunts, groans and dialogue need to be re-voiced. For

instance, there you were in the spooky attic of a desolate house in the

dead of night, whispering to your co-star ‘isn’t it quiet?’, when a 747

suddenly roared overhead, reminding you that outside it’s broad daylight

and you’re only a few miles from Gatwick. 

Here in the studio I attempt to recreate the tone of the original line

while matching my lip movements to those up there on the screen.

Eventually the director and sound engineers are satisfied and the jumbo’s

cameo role is consigned to the cutting room floor. 

Wednesday

Cosprop is one of the largest theatrical costumiers in London. A vast

warehouse containing hundreds of regimented costume rails; thousands

of outfits ranked at attention, waiting to be pressed into action. 

In curtained cubicles either side of mine are fittings for Poirot and The

Diary of Anne Frank. I hear the familiar sounds of costume designers,

Cosprop staff and actors humming and hahing over a neckline that’s a

decade out, or a jacket that will clash with the wallpaper in scene ten. 

I’m here for Lost In Austen, a TV series about a fan of Pride and Prejudice

who one day in 2008 walks through her bathroom wall and into the plot

of Jane Austen’s classic. Two Austen-themed projects in the same week -

hmm. But when Emma the designer holds up the trousers she thinks

might be just the thing for my Mr. Bennet, I have to smile: they’re the

very same pair I wore in Miss Austen Regrets. At least I know they’ll fit. 

Thursday

Another sound studio, to record a Voice Over for a charity’s forthcoming

television advert. Merlin (www.merlin.org.uk) provides emergency

medical aid in crisis areas all over the world. A few years ago its then

head of personnel, Ann Macklow Smith, asked me to become a patron.

In 1979 Ann and I appeared in a Sherborne/Leweston production of

Princess Ida in the BSR. Twenty six years later I accompanied her to the

Democratic Republic of Congo to see Merlin’s work at first hand. I was

impressed and humbled by what I saw. Its teams not only save lives but

can transform devastated villages and entire regions into communities of

hope. 

I watch the footage: images of the bereft, the wounded, the displaced.

Moving pictures. Edited to edify.  

Friday

On the train home I read a script about a children’s author and the

impact that his increasing fame has on his family. It’s powerful and

touching - and has a great part for me. Overexcited, I call my agent and

bang on about how wonderful the film is, how I was born to play the

rôle, how the producers simply have to cast me, me, marvellous me.

With weary patience my agent says that while I may believe that, the

financiers will want someone famous. Plus ça change. So here’s my plan:

go on a reality TV show and become a Celebrity. That should swing it. 

Saturday

I take a rusting bit of ironware to our local West Sussex Recycling Facility

(formerly known as The Dump, until the Council Tax doubled and it

demanded better billing). But the jobsworths in high-vis vests who run

the place won’t let my five year old son out of the car to help me, on

Health and Safety grounds. Pooterishly, I announce that I will therefore

take my rubbish elsewhere. Furious, I drive across the border into

Hampshire, a county I had not until now viewed as a libertarian paradise,

and head for the Petersfield dump. But of course it’s shut. 

My wife agrees that the old tin bath now works quite well as a herb bed. 

2007 Credits

Television: Lost in Austen, ITV; Freezing, BBC2; Miss Austen Regrets, BBC1;

Filth: The Mary Whitehouse Story, BBC2; Diary of a Nobody, BBC4.

Films: Knife Edge, French Film, Hippie Hippie Shake

www.hughbonnevi l le.co.uk 



Jason Lewis (a, 85)

Jason Lewis is arguably the most remarkable adventurer in the world today. He

completed his 13-year odyssey on Saturday 6th October 2007 and became the first

person to successfully complete a human-powered circumnavigation of the globe. 

Using only human power, Jason crossed five continents, two oceans and one sea. He

walked, cycled, roller-bladed, kayaked, swam and pedalled (in a unique pedal-powered boat

called ‘Moksha’ meaning liberation in Sanskrit) 46,505 miles. He faced many unforeseen

challenges including malaria, altitude sickness, gale force winds, being attacked by a salt

water crocodile in Australia and being run over by a car in Colorado which nearly resulted

in him having to have his left leg amputated below the knee.

Supported by his Expedition 360 team mate, Steve Smith, Jason set out from The Royal

Observatory, Greenwich, London, on July 12, 1994. The expedition’s objectives were to

promote environmentally friendly travel and raise awareness of climate change among

young people. 

Whilst battling physical hardships Jason

maintained an income doing odd jobs from cattle

droving in Colorado to working in a funeral home

in Australia. He also gave hundreds of talks to

young people around the world promoting

awareness of climate change and the importance

of understanding the impact of individual lifestyles

on the planet. The X360 team raised $66,500

USD for humanitarian agencies and charities along

the way.

The team has set three world records – the first

east-west crossing of the Atlantic by a pedal-

powered boat; the first solo crossing of the US on

roller blades and the first pedal-powered crossing

of the Pacific Ocean from USA to Australia – San

Francisco to Port Douglas, an 8,000 nautical mile

voyage which took 178 days.

Jason completed the final leg of the journey

bicycling 3,000 kms through Bulgaria, Austria,

Germany and the Netherlands. He then used his

pedal-powered boat to cross the Channel from

Ostend, and pedalled up to the Royal

Observatory, finally pulling the boat across the

Greenwich Meridian Line to mark the completion

of the circumnavigation.

He never seriously considered giving up, but did

admit that, at times, the going got tough. ‘In the

central Pacific region of the doldrums I found

myself up against a one and a half knot current.

After three weeks of pedaling on the spot I began

to think I’d be stuck there forever. It was only

thanks to the conditions eventually changing that I

was able to continue’. 

So where next? ‘I’ve really missed the green rolling hills of Dorset where I grew up and

going to a country pub and drinking a warm beer. But after putting a book together I’d like

to go back to the wild and take groups of young people with me, exploring different

cultures and environments with a view to developing learning activities on world

citizenship and the environment for classrooms to utilize.’

The circumnavigation must:

• start and finish at the same point 

• travel in one general direction 

• reach two antipodes (meaning places diametrically opposite each other on the globe) 

• cross the equator 

• cross all longitudes 

• cover a minimum of 40,000 km 
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‘Remembrance’
Sixty Years on

On 12th May 2007, Lyon House, in conjunction

with the Old Shirburnian Society, invited the

Lyon House boys who were involved in the

creation of the ‘Remembrance’ garden in 1946, to a

Service of Re-Dedication to mark its Sixtieth

Anniversary.

In those 60 years, ‘Remembrance’ has provided a quiet

haven for generations of Lyon House boys, as well as

keeping ‘alive’ the names of those sons of the House

who gave their lives in the service of their country and

in whose memory the garden was created.

Alick Trelawny-Ross in his last year as Housemaster of

Lyon House recalled: 

The making of the Garden of Remembrance (to be known
always, I hope, just as ‘Remembrance’) has been a difficult
but a very satisfying task. It was Peter Borwick who
originally suggested that this bit of garden, where prefects
used to sit, especially on Sunday afternoons, should be
associated with the name of Eric Marker, who was so keen
a gardener here. Then came the idea of a garden in
memory of all our Old Boys who had ‘died’ pro patria.
Oswald Brakspear (g, 26-30) produced the plan, an
outstanding combination of good taste and simplicity. The
authorities were as difficult as one would expect, and we
seemed for months unlikely to get any help in the way of a
permit for the Memorial Tablet and so on. Meanwhile, five
weeks of hard and tedious work, digging, levelling, banking
up and all the rest last term, with John Norman as
foreman, showed boys to be as willing as when we built the
Trench.  And they made a good job of it.  Two kind experts
started them on the loose stone-walling that surrounds the
Garden, and that part of the job is being very skilfully
finished this term by Martin Flower and Anthony Piggott. A
yew hedge and flowers and creepers were planted as early
as we dared, but we shall have to wait for them to grow.
Our special thanks are due to Geoffrey Ashmore. Had he
not visited Reading and insisted upon an interview with the
permit people, we would still be without any hope of
getting the memorial stone work through.

So here is ‘Remembrance’, where all boys may sit and
read and talk, and I have no doubt that many, reading the
names of those who gave everything, will consciously or
unconsciously be inspired by their example.



Foundation

It does not seem like ten

years since the inception

of the Foundation, but in

2008 we will be mailing a

special anniversary brochure in

place of our usual annual

report. This will profile the

impact of our work on the

Shirburnians of today.

Many of the successes of this

past year have centred on

helping the boys through our

various Annual Fund projects,

as well as funding bursaries for

four boys in the School

through generous donations

given to the Foundation in

order to widen access to the

School.

Through the Travel and Tour

Bursary Fund, we were able to

support four boys on a cricket

tour to South Africa last December and Alan Willows, our cricket professional, recalled

what a unique opportunity it had been: ‘Without the support of the Foundation’s donors,

these boys would not have had this incredible experience.’ Also, following a trip made

possible by the Foundation’s Personal Development Fund, when a group of Sixth Formers

met Old Shirburnians and parents working in the City, Fiona Harrall, Careers Co-ordinator

said, ‘First-hand experiences simply cannot be matched and our boys discovered a huge

amount, not only about the educational pre-requisites, but also just how well-informed,

robust and professional you need to be to survive in the City institutions we visited.

Starting work at 6.30am each day was a particular shock!’ Finally, with Foundation funding,

we were able to hold our first Fifth Form Reading Week and it was a roaring success.

The telescope saw its ‘first light’ on a very exciting evening in April when a number of

parents and boys were able to view both the Moon and Saturn at incredibly close range

and in remarkable detail, thanks to the state-of-the-art telescope which has been provided

through generous support. We are currently in the middle of re-laying The Upper cricket

square and, once fully funded, we hope this will be completed in 2010.

We are now working very closely with the School on a major new development which

will transform the Northern Campus. This will have a significant impact on music teaching

and performance, and in the future will aim to include enhancements to academic,

pastoral, sporting and boarding facilities. We hope to be able to tell you more about this

in 2008.

As always, we are incredibly grateful to all of you who have helped to make this year such

a success; donors, volunteers and friends. We are indebted to all those who have made

gifts, signed letters, pledged legacies, acted as Trustees, hosted events and provided

invaluable help to Stephanie, Janet and me in the Foundation Office. We all look forward

to your important continued contribution to our work on behalf of the School. Thank

you. Adrian Ballard

Small ads . . . 

Living the Dream

Charles York Miller (f, 86) runs a real estate

business in Jarnac, the home of Courvoisier in the

heart of Cognac country (the sunniest region in

France after the Côte d’Azur). 

If any Old Shirburnians are considering either a

permanent move to the Charente or buying a

holiday home here, please contact Charles to find

out how he can help with the entire process.

Accommodation etc., can be arranged for house-

hunting trips.

E. charles@charente-immobilier.com

W. www.charente-immobilier.com

Adventurous Appetities Ltd

Jock Fraser (c, 94) runs a tourist

service in Madrid taking people off

the tourist track to experience the

authentic ‘Madrileño’ ambience.

Adventurous Appetites will take you to sample

traditional Spanish cuisine in some of the hidden

corners of central Madrid, helping with language

difficulties, advising on local specialities and

imparting interesting local facts about the tradition,

history and myths of Madrid. 

T. 0034 639 331 073 

E. tours@adventurousappetites.com

W. www.adventurousappetites.com

Situated less than an hour by car from Madrid

Airport, in the heart of the National Park of the

Sierra de Guadarrama, is this six-bedroom rural

retreat, sleeping up to 13 guests. It is known

affectionately by the village locals as El Caracol (The

Snail), thanks to its unique rounded design by the

famous Spanish architect Curro Inza. This spacious

stone residence offers spectacular views of the

highest peaks of the mountain range as well as

access to the river Lozoya that runs behind the

estate’s seven acres.

For further information, please visit the website or

contact Mrs Stephanie Sanchez de Muniain in the

Foundation Office: E. ssanchez@sherborne.org

W. www.elcaracol.net

Cricket XI in Cape Town



. . .
Rudley Mill Farm

Simon Wallace (b, 51),

and his wife Diana, run

a B&B at their farmhouse two miles outside the

village of Hambledon in Hampshire, conveniently

close to the Portsmouth Ferry Port, and the cities

of Southampton, Winchester and Chichester.  For

further information, please contact them via email,

or visit their website.

T. 02392 632895

E. enquries@rudleymillfarm.co.uk 

W. www.rudleymillfarm.co.uk 

Alistair Hall (c, 91) runs his own graphic design

studio specialising in print based graphic design;

anything from identities to books to catalogues to

posters.  

‘Our big talent is doing fantastic things with print.

Our smaller (though no less impressive) talent is

doing incredible things with words. We’re currently

making some interesting things with The RSA, NESTA,

Penguin Books and M&C Saatchi amongst others.’

T. 020 7737 3580 

E. heythere@we-made-this.com

W. www.wemadethis.co.uk

Family History Research

A wonderful present –

Caroline Harden has both the

experience and the software

to compile your family tree.  If

you would like further details, please do not

hesitate to contact her on:

T. 01300 345275

E. caroline.harden@btopenworld.com 

Jeremy Peel-Yates (m, 69)

If you know of any beauty salons and health spas

that might be interested in getting involved in the

wellbeing and weight-loss market, please contact

Jeremy to find out more about becoming an

authorised TLC centre.

T. 05601 130302

W. www.forwellbeing.com
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Ski 2 Freedom Foundation
No disability is an exemption from holidaying in the snow . . . 

Alpine, snowboard, cross country, paragliding . . .

The Ski 2 Freedom Foundation is a non-profit organisation, founded by Catherine

Cosby, mother of a profoundly disabled daughter and an enthusiastic winter

sports supporter, wife of Rick (d, 65), mother of Max (c, 07) and Archie (c).

Launched this season the aim is to help people with disabilities (even those skiers who

have a hip replacement are now using the sit-ski!) to enjoy access to all winter sports,

where previously they may have found it difficult or impossible to pursue their interests

and find the relevant information. As a multi-national information portal providing

disabled people in Europe, UK and worldwide with the most comprehensive, free

information resource on all winter sport activities and locations both in Europe and

worldwide, Ski 2 Freedom will open up many more opportunities and allow a far greater

freedom of choice. 

Whether one wishes to ski independently,

with friends, with family, as part of the

university or school ski club, whether for

leisure or rehabilitation – whatever the

situation we hope that our information

service will enable someone to do what

most of us take for granted!

If you, or someone you know, has first-hand experience of skiing with a disability this

information would be extremely useful in helping us to expand our database of

opportunities and encourage others.  We would also be delighted to discuss with you

ways in which your support could enhance and further the work of the Foundation.

For more information please contact:  

catherine.cosby@ski2freedom.com • www.ski2freedom.com

Totalskidskolan

Appointments

Mr Alistair Hatch (h, 87) has been appointed to succeed

Mr Giles Reynolds, who retires as Housemaster of The

Green at the end of the Trinity Term 2008. Alistair teaches

Geography and is married to Karen. 

Steven and Victoria Clayton have been appointed Housemasters of

Abbeylands and succeed Mr Richard Bool, who is moving on to be

Deputy Head at Ardingly College, Sussex in June 2008. 

Valete
The following members of staff retired at the end of the Trinity Term.

Dr Byron Henry       Dr Richard Gardner       Mr David Scott            Mr Rob Lloyd

Visits to the OSS office
It is always a great pleasure to welcome OS and

friends to the School. With all visitors now being

asked to sign in on their arrival at Reception, it

would help us enormously if you could let us know in

advance, the day and time of your intended visit so

that we can inform Custos. This will also ensure that

we will be available to greet you and that your visit

is an enjoyable one.



OS Chartered
Surveyors Dinner

The OS Chartered Surveyors met at the Royal Thames

Yacht Club in October for a dinner hosted and

sponsored by Michael Slade (c, 65) of Helical Bar PLC.

OS Chartered Surveyors are a naturally gregarious bunch and

needed no prompting to party. The atmosphere of jollity was

further helped by speeches from both our host and also the

OSS President, Charles Collingwood. A great evening, but this

report would be incomplete without mentioning the brilliant

organisation of Helical Bar’s Sophie Bomford.  

Media Lunch 2007

The OS Media had good reason to celebrate in 2007, as

once more they were responsible for providing the

OSS with a new President in Charles Collingwood. Our

host, Peter Moeller (a, 55), together with Charles, the

Headmaster and several seasoned Media Lunch campaigners,

ensured that those attending for the first time were ensured a

warm welcome at the Groucho Club for the seventh

consecutive year.

If you work in a media-related job (however loosely related)

and did not receive an invitation, please do contact the OSS

Office so that we can make the necessary amendments to our

records to ensure that in future you will not be overlooked.

Friends of 
Sherborne School

F OSS was formed in 2005 to keep the Old Shirburnian

Society in touch with parents who, whilst no longer

having boys at Sherborne, wish to keep abreast of the

comings and goings of the School. The OSS regards itself as far

more than a society for Old Boys of the School and we are

committed to making us a society for the whole Sherborne

community. We were, therefore, delighted to host the inaugural

FOSS lunch in the Upper Pavilion on the day of the 1st XV’s

match against Millfield. Not only did we enjoy an excellent

lunch in superb company but the boys also stepped up to the

mark with what may have been their best performance of the

season in competing against a very strong Millfield side. 

Jersey Party

Longueville Manor made a splendid setting for

Sherborne’s 2007 visit to Jersey. We held a joint

reception with Sherborne Girls. Their Headmistress,

Jenny Dwyer, and the Headmaster, Simon Eliot welcomed a mix

of past and current and, hopefully, future parents along with

former pupils from both schools and their guests. 

University Reunions

The OSS are committed to keeping closely in touch with

their most recent leavers and 2007 saw the

introduction of a programme of university reunions. In

February, we visited London and entertained their OS

university students and, in December, we did the same for

those in the north-eastern universities. A self-taught crash

course for the Secretary on Facebook enabled the organisation

for the latter event to be far more comprehensive and this

would seem to be the best method of getting this very

important younger element of our membership together.

1982 Reunion

The 1982 year group celebrated their 25th

anniversary of leaving Sherborne with a party at

Rathbones in New Bond Street, kindly hosted by

Paul Chavasse (g). A great evening was made all the more

enjoyable by the presence of Tom Mills (e) and his wife

Michelle who had travelled all the way from Raleigh,

North Carolina to catch up with friends from Sherborne. 
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Future Events 2008
OS City Dinner

Thursday 28 February – OS Law Dinner

The Green – House Reunion (tba)

Tuesday 6 May – Guernsey Reunion

OS Day 2008
Saturday 17 May

All Old Shirburnians, their families and friends are 

warmly invited to attend (those who left between 

1966-1975 will be invited as guests of the Headmaster)
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OS Day 2007

We have become ‘old hands’ at

overcoming the vagaries of OS Day

weather and a greyish day on Saturday

12th May did nothing to dampen the spirits of over

400 OS and their guests who gathered in a marquee

on The Upper following a rousing chapel service.

A drinks reception was followed by lunch. Adrian

Williams and his catering team once again served a

wonderful meal fit for the occasion. Cricket had

unfortunately become a victim of the weather, but

many OS spent an enjoyable afternoon revisiting old

haunts around the School before returning to The

Upper for tea.

Jeremy Archer (d, 73)

Home for Christmas

Publisher: Century (October 2007) 

ISBN-10: 1846051703 

Dr Ahmad Fuasi bin Abdul Hamid (m, 89)

Chapter: ‘The Futuristic Thought of Ustaz Ashaari Muhammad of Malaysia’ 

pp. 195–212 

The Blackwell Companion to Contemporary Islamic Thought

Publisher: Blackwell Publishing, Oxford (2006)

ISBN: 1405121742

Jonathan Conlin (b, 94)

The Nation’s Mantelpiece: A History of the National Gallery

Publisher: Pallas Athene Publishers (November 2006) 

ISBN-10: 1843680181 

George Courtauld (b, 82)

The Illustrated Book of Patriotism

Publisher: Ebury Press (November 2006) 

ISBN-10: 0091909678 

Gregor Dallas (c, 65)

Metrostop Paris: History from the City’s Heart

Publisher: Hodder Murray (February 2008) 

ISBN-10: 0719560624 

Tim Heald (g, 62)

Princess Margaret: A Life Unravelled

Publisher: Weidenfeld & Nicolson (March 2007) 

ISBN-10: 0297848208 

A Death on the Ocean Wave

Publisher: Robert Hale Ltd (July 2007) 

ISBN-10: 0709083262 

Miles Hudson (d, 43)

Soldier, Poet, Rebel: The Extraordinary Life of Charles Hudson VC

Publisher: Sutton Publishing Ltd (August 2007) 

ISBN-10: 0750944366 

Paddy King-Fretts (g, 59)

Larkbarrow – A Story of Exmoor

Publisher: Halsgrove Publishing (May 2007) 

ISBN-10: 1841146463 

Peter Oborne (d, 74)

Triumph of the Political Class

Publisher: Simon & Schuster Ltd (September 2007) 

ISBN-10: 0743295277 

OS Publications

AGM and Accounts
The minutes of the OSS Annual General Meeting held on 12 May 2007 are available via

the OSS website. If you do not have access to the website and require a copy of either

the AGM minutes or the audited accounts for the OS General Fund or the OS

Charitable Trust for the year ending 31 July 2006 approved at that meeting, please

contact the OS Office who will happily forward you a copy. 

The Chaplain’s daughters



One striking piece of evidence that the Sherborne Pilgrims

are forward-looking and not rooted in the past came with

the début of the Club in the fast-expanding arena of

online social networking. Look closely on Facebook and you will find

a network called ‘Sherborne Pilgrims Rugby’, of which I became the

63rd member and by the time you read this, I expect membership

to be higher.

Not that all the members will play for the Club, you understand. My

boots are firmly hung up, for starters and the female members of

the group are, I think, unlikely to be donning the jersey in a playing

capacity. Yet it is wonderfully encouraging to see the Club taking

advantage of current trends in order to broaden its reach and its

accessibility. The ethos of the Pilgrims has always been about

maintaining friendships through sport, allied to its link back to the

School, and it is that continuing renewal of friendship that

characterises the social networking phenomenon of the past two

years online.

It is plausible to surmise that the founder of the Club, G M Carey,

who died exactly 80 years ago, would have approved, even if the

Internet is a concept that he would have struggled with. The

Pilgrims have changed in many respects since his time – less

exclusive for sure, not nearly as many opportunities for fixtures in a

less leisured era – but the idea of keeping in touch remains a

constant. More so now than ever before, the Club is fighting against

the increased demands on its members’ time; any device that

enables fellow Pilgrims to communicate with each other and

beyond must be grasped. It is vital to the future of the Club.

The ethos of the Club flourishes in cyberspace and it flourishes in

the real world, too. The group picture on that Facebook page shows

a young XV in the new Club shirts with an apparent esprit de corps

that suggests a happy collection of rugby players. If the result did not

go the Pilgrims way, that is of less consequence than the gathering.

Often, long after the details of the result have faded from memory,

can be recalled the characters with whom you played sport. It is a

few years now since I played team sport, but while I don’t think I

remember any one actual result of a game in which I played, I can

remember team-mates going back to the age of eight. That is so

often what human memory is made of – and it is that sense of

comradeship that infuses any team sport, a sense of belonging.
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Pilgrims

Peter Richards (g, 94)

Wineries with Style: From Around the World 

Publisher: Mitchell Beazley (October 2004) 

ISBN: 1840009004 

The Wines of Chile

Publisher: Mitchell Beazley (November 2006) 

ISBN: 1845331222

Julian Thompson (a, 52)

Masters of the Battlefield

Publisher: Carlton Books Ltd (August 2007) 

ISBN-10: 1844423352 

3 Commando Brigade in the Falklands: No Picnic

Publisher: Pen & Sword Military (April 2007) 

ISBN-10: 1844155552 

Paul Tyler (a, 60)

Labour’s Lost Leader: The Life and Politics of Will Crooks

Publisher: I B Tauris & Co Ltd (June 2007) 

ISBN-10: 1845111680 

Ian Walthew (g, 84)

A Place in My Country: In Search of the Rural Dream

Publisher: Weidenfeld & Nicolson (July 2007) 

ISBN-10: 029785173X 

Michael Wright (b, 84)

C’est La Folie

Publisher: Bantam Books Ltd (July 2007) 

ISBN-13: 978-0553817324 

Other Publications
Peter Stanford

C Day-Lewis: A Life

Publisher: Continuum 

ISBN-10: 0826486037 

Word Overall
The Poetry and Life of 

C Day-Lewis
(OS, 1917 – 1923)

A talk by Peter Stanford
with poetry read by Jill Balcon

The Powell Theatre, Sherborne School,
Abbey Road, Sherborne

4th February 2008 at 7.00pm

Tickets, £7 are available from 
Booklore, Hound Street, Sherborne

T. 01935 814191 
E. enquiries@booklore.net

‘

‘

www.amazon.co.uk
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Enough of the philosophy. Away from the computer screen is, of course,

where the action takes place for the Pilgrims and the past year has been

enthusiastic and entertaining, with the emphasis as so often on

enjoyment. The rugby side is under new management, with Nick Cook

and George Bramble leading the way, and the cricket team will be

managed next summer by Peter Langly-Smith, in the wake of Charlie

Warren’s departure to marriage and medical work in Australia. We

should record here Charlie’s notable contribution to Pilgrims sport and

express the hope that he may not be lost to the Club for ever. His

century last year in the Cricketer Cup is an obvious highlight, but his

transparent delight at both playing sport for the Pilgrims and ‘relaxing’

afterwards was and is infectious.

The cricketers achieved a fine victory over Eton Ramblers in the first

round of the 2007 Cricketer Cup but then squandered that by a slipshod

effort in the second round against St Edward’s Martyrs, not traditionally

the toughest of opponents. Still, even though our quest to win the

Cricketer Cup must wait another year (at least) for fulfilment, the

outstanding record of the School XI this past summer must give fair

cause for optimism in that area in the next five to ten years. The

competitive nature of that competition means that for a school such as

Sherborne, which does not churn out county cricketers on a regular basis

as some of our rivals have done, the need to wheel out as close to our

strongest side as possible is always paramount. 

Hockey has moved under new stewardship with Jimmy McKillop taking

control and the weekend in March when the Club puts out a couple of

sides against the School remains one of the highlights of the Pilgrims

year. Racket sports flourish, with squash in particular looking strong, even

if our run to the Londonderry Cup semi-final was materially assisted by

no-shows on the part of our opponents! Fives, too, is a sport that may

not command column inches in the media, but still has a strong tradition

emanating from Sherborne. Indeed, it should be recorded that earlier

this year, Old Shirburnians were the Rugby Fives Association team that

took on the School, with Messrs MacIver, Stokes, Coad and Oates-

Wormer taking to the courts against their successors in the School’s

colours. In December the OS cross country team performed with valour

in the annual old boys’ event on Wimbledon Common, finishing sixth in

the open category and third in the veterans (over-50) category. Edward

Knudsen was the highest-placed overall finisher, coming sixth. There is

the intention once again of having a dinner after the Sherborne Trophy

in the New Year at Sherborne Castle and all potential participants would

be very welcome.

Social networking is not, of course, confined to cyberspace, and the Club

will be staging two events in the first half of next year to prove it. There

will be a dinner in the Upper Pavilion on 15 March, the Saturday of the

usual weekend of fixtures between Club and School, while in London

there will be a drinks party on 10 April at the Hall School, Hampstead,

where the Pilgrims President, Philip Lough, is Headmaster. All Club

members and indeed any Old Shirburnians are welcome at either or

both should they wish. Further details will be available in the new year.

A significant change has taken place

this year to the overall structure of

the Club; after a few years of

soldiering on without a nominated

Hon Secretary, Ed Lyons (f, 70), a

distinguished Pilgrim and a current

parent at the School, has assumed this

rôle. Ed will be the first port of call for

any questions about the Club from

Old Shirburnians who may wish to

join – and all, it must be emphasised,

are very welcome, regardless of

athletic prowess while at the School

or indeed subsequently. His contact

details, along with those of the respective sport match managers, can be

found on the inside back cover.

One final plea to all Pilgrims and indeed any Old Shirburnians who can

help: discussions are ongoing within the Club about how to handle

archive material and where it might reside. Should anyone reading this

have anything to offer that might be of merit to keep as a record of the

Club’s activities, please do get in touch with Charles Eglington, who will

be pleased to hear of it, through the OSS Office. While the Pilgrims are

forward-looking in many respects, no organisation that is heedless of its

past can expect to last.

Robert Hands (b, 92) 

James Harding Memorial

For the fourth year running, a close group of Old Shirburnians

entered the Exeter St James 6-a-Side Cricket Festival. 

James’ old cricket club in Topsham, Exeter, has played host to us five

times now – the first encounter being in the leavers’ week of our

Upper Sixth Trinity Term in 2003. Since our initial victory, we have

seen limited success and this year was no different. Since 2003, our

players have travelled from as afar as Madrid and Paris in good faith

that we will all be there.

Without the dynamism of Mike Nurton and the expert advice of

Alan Willows we have struggled. Nevertheless, previously masked

talents have been revealed. George Stratton’s record 6 off the

bowling of Tom Cracknell was superseded only by Freddie Mead’s

26 runs in one over; it is a pity he wasn’t batting at the time. 

Although the coveted James Harding Cup has eluded us, we have

all thoroughly enjoyed participating in this tournament. As well as

continuing our proud representation of the School, it gets us all

together at the end of each summer and has given us the chance to

go to James’ grave and realise that, although another year may have

passed by, his memory never fades.
Tom Cracknell (m, 03)

Pilgrims Dinner in Sherborne – Saturday 15 March   • London Party – Thursday 10 April



Old Shirburnian 
Golfing Society

Having reached the final in 2006, the Society did not fare so well in the

Halford Hewitt this year. Our pairs were: Rhys Francis (a, 74) and Clive

Martin (a, 81); Stuart Gillett (m, 92) and Nick Hyde (d, 94); Toby

Couzens (c, 94) and Ed Playfair (m, 91); Hugo Ambrose (d, 81) and Peter Martin

(a, 81); James Chappell (g, 89) and Nigel Whalley (a, 76). A relatively comfortable

win by 31/2 -11/2 against Framlingham in the first round was followed by a 1/2 - 41/2

defeat from Watson’s. Although three matches went to the 17th green, and

Gillett and Hyde conceded a generous half on the 19th when likely to win the

hole, Watson’s were a formidable team and went on to the final where they had

a comfortable win over Epsom. 

In the Brent Knoll in March, we beat the Buckthorn GS and then lost to the

Army. Nigel Whalley and Nick Aubin (b, 82) lost both matches this year, but their

record of playing together 43 times since 1990, losing only 11 matches and halving

two, needs to be mentioned; as does their run of 16 matches unbeaten from

1999 to 2003.

At the G L Mellin in July, we lost in the first rounds of the Salver and the Plate to

Haileybury and Bedford respectively. We had somewhat better fortune in the

Grafton Morrish, just qualifying for the matchplay in October where there were

good wins against St George’s Weybridge and Tonbridge, before losing to KCS

Wimbledon. The team was: Rhys Francis and Clive Martin; Philip Brown (m, 91)

and James Chappell; Stuart Gillett and Toby Couzens.

The Old Cheltonian match at

Hamptworth in July saw the

presentation of the ‘Peter

Currie Plate’ to Peter. The plate,

donated by both teams, and to

be played for annually, was ‘in

recognition of his immense

contribution to both Schools

and Societies.’

The Society played 29 matches

during the year, winning 11,

losing 17 and halving one. The

winners of the major prizes at

the three meetings were: Spring – Gordon Curtis (f, 06), Howard Gill (f, 81), Alan

Gale (f, 64), Jonathan Wheatley (h, 94), Gavin Webb-Wilson (b, 62) and Hugo

Ambrose; Summer – Michael Farley (a, 74), Gavin Webb-Wilson, Martin

Macpherson (b, 63) and Jonathan Godfrey (d, 99); Autumn – Andrew Todd

(c, 94), Nick Chamberlain (h, 61), Orme Webster Smith (c, 63), Andrew Rose

(g, 76) and Jonathan Wheatley.

The Family Day at Woking in late October proved to be a popular event with 16

pairs playing a stableford round for the Peter Currie Cup. The winners were

Oliver (c, 01) and George Murray (c, 06), with John (d, 58) and Robin Irving

(d, 08) close behind and helped by a hole in one from Robin on the 10th.

At the AGM in April, Hugo Ambrose was elected Captain and Alan Gale and

Robin Amoore (g, 64) as Vice-captains.

The Society offers a wide range of events, with many matches in the south and

west of England, and is keen to welcome new members. To help younger

members with expenses, there is a match subsidy for those under 32. Please do

not be afraid of asking what you could get out of becoming a member, whatever

your age or handicap. The website www.osgs.org gives a lot of detail and will

provide a good introduction to the Society.

Full details of membership and the subsidies are available from the Hon.

Secretary, Howard Gill – 020 8946 8588 (H), 020 7863 8494 (O),

07788 628678 (M), hfgill@forsters.co.uk
Howard Gill (f, 81)

Old Shirburnian
Sailing Society

The Society once again entered two teams for the 2007

Arrow Trophy in October. Whilst the ‘A’ team,

skippered by Tom Beard (b, 96) performed well to

finish in the top-half of the fleet, they themselves were

disappointed that many good starts were nullified by their

randomly drawn Sunsail 37 lacking basic speed when

compared to other boats. The ‘B’ team, with Stephen Foot

(a, 75) in charge, achieved some excellent results, and actually

beat the ‘A’ team home in two of the races. Sadly, a lack of

wind prevented any racing on the Sunday.

The Midsummer Rally was

once more a great success

with some 30 or so OS of

varying ages involved. Despite

wild conditions blowing from

the South West, all six boats

were safely moored in

Yarmouth by mid-afternoon.

Although the weather

prevented partying on deck,

this in no way detracted from

the fun, with 28 people

managing to fit into the saloon

of a Bavaria 49! An excellent

meal in a Yarmouth restaurant was followed by a series of

nightcaps on each yacht in turn. Although the OS fleet did not

rise early on the Sunday, bright conditions and a breezy wind

from the SW ensured a superb fast run back to base. 

The 2007 Cross-Channel Rally was scheduled to sail to

St Vaast but, with a forecast of gale force, it was decided to

remain on the home side of the Channel. At short notice,

Robert Jenkins, the steward at Gins Farm on the Beaulieu

River, kindly agreed to host our rally dinner on the Friday

evening. The following day, the fleet sailed to Yarmouth in

perfect conditions but, on Sunday morning, the unsettled

conditions prompted skippers to head for their home ports.

This proved to be a wise decision as the Solent was hit by

Force 8-9 winds, causing many vessels in Yarmouth

considerable damage.

The Andrew Yorke Boys Weekend avoided the appalling

weather conditions of the previous year, with light airs on the

Saturday proving almost too much of a contrast. Both Chindit

and Riobamba sailed over to Gins Farm for dinner on Saturday

and improved winds on Sunday allowed an exploration of the

Beaulieu river and a brisk journey home.
Chris Hamon
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Engagements
BELLEW, Edward Alexander (e, 95) to Miss Alexandra Wilsey

CANN, Andrew William (f, 91) to Miss Kirsty Procter

COOK, Christopher Simon (a, 98) to Miss Victoria Syers

COPELAND, Nicholas John Blanchard (h, 92) to Miss Mariela Mazzocchetti

DUNCAN, Neil Alistair (g, 96) to Miss Helen Woodruff

EDOUARD, Alexander Dore (g, 97) to Miss Miranda Noble

FUSSELL, Roger Charles Edward (g, 88) to Miss Helen Hathorn

GRIBBIN, Richard James (a, 93) to Miss Lucinda Stueart-Corry

HOFFMAN, Charles Anthony (g, 87) to Miss Georgina Orssich

LAMBIE, James Patrick (b, 88) to Miss Harriet Craft

LAMONT, Douglas Ross (m, 92) to Miss Francesca Wightman

LEE, Simon Timothy (m, 89) to Miss Gwyneth Chittleborough

MACINTOSH, Patrick John (h, 80) to Mrs Vickie Roberts

MCNEILL, William Edgar Sainsbury (a, 98) to Miss Alice Clark

MILDRED,Hugh Charles (m, 93) to Miss Sarah Murray-Bruce

PARHAM, Nicholas Jack (a, 83) to Miss Edita Vaikasaite

PUGH, Thomas Austin (f, 97) to Miss Emma Mailer

REES, Gareth Charles Stewart (c, 96) to Miss Alice Neil-Hall

STRANGE, Alasdair David (d, 92) to Miss Marianne Thorsen

THORBURN, Ian Henry Percival  (m, 96) to Miss Toula Theodosiou

WARD, Richard Harold (b, 97) to Miss Joanne Crane

Marriages
BOWYER, James William Paget (d, 93) 

to Philippa Sealy on 19 May 2007

BRAY, William John Ingram (c, 97) 

to Miriam Waller on 5 October 2007

LIDDIARD, James Anderson (a, 87) 

to Julie Michelle Robson on 28 April 2007

NURTON, Andrew David (m, 95)

to Miss Alison Ebdon on 15 December 2007

McCOY, Simon Robert (a, 79) 

to Victoria Graham on 28 September 2007

REES, David Benjamin (m, 89) 

to Miss Alison Louise Barnett on 2 December 2006

RYAN, Patrick Douglas Blackwood (f, 97) 

to Miss Katharine Gilbert on 5 August 2007

WARREN, John William James (d, 95) 

to Miss Laura Whitford on 12 August 2007

Deaths
ANSTICE-BROWN, William Hooper (g, 46) 24 June 2007

ATTFIELD, Leonard David (g, 53) 22 January 2007

BURT, Peter Cecil (c, 36) 7 October 2006

CAMERON, Charles Duncan Lorne (f, 56) 8 July 2007

CAMPBELL, Alan Hugh (a, 37) 7 October 2007

CROWE, Frank Wyndham (c, 41) February 2007

CUNNINGHAM, Ronald Charles Elliot (a, 33) 15 October 2007

DEANE, Ernest William (a, 37) 18 February 2007

DEMPSTER, Nigel Richard Patton (a, 58) 12 July 2007

DRUCE, Henry Carey (g, 39) 4 January 2007

ECKFORD, Reginald Roy (c, 34) 30 May 2006

EDWARDS, Edmond Basil Arthur (d, 44) 2006

FEGEN, John Charles (g, 34) 1 January 2006

FOOT, John Caines (g, 39) 6 January 2007

GRANT, Alasdair Ruari (Staff, 74) 25 May 2007

GYBBON-MONYPENNY, Richard Brian (c, 52) 16 January 2007

JOLLY, Gordon Forster (a, 40) 17 May 2007

LILLEY, George Gordon (a, 36) 9 October 2007

MEADOWS, William Robert (a, 44) 18 February 2007

MUNNS, David George Gordon Mackenzie (a, 43) 2 June 2007

NEWMAN, John Allen Sandys (a, 42) 9 July 2007

OLDING, Christopher (b, 46) 1996

OLDREY, Timothy Branston Nugent (g, 60) 3 September 2007

ST MAUR SHEIL, Shaun Francis (b, 55) 1 September 2007 

SCOTLAND, Nicholas John (b, 63) 14 December 2006

SMITH, Alan Hardman (f, 51) 8 January 2007

SQUAREY, Gerald Stephen Miles (g, 53) 8 May 2007

TIGHE, James Richard (a, 56) March 2006

WRINCH, David Stroyan (f, 48) 15 May 2007
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s Ideally we would like to include as many obituaries as possible in the Record, but constraints on space, and the fact that we are

bound by other publications’ copyright laws to publish obituaries in full, means that we have had to establish firm guidelines. As

a result, we only print obituaries on members of staff, the Governing Body and those OS who have dedicated a considerable

period of their lives to the service of the School.

All other published OS obituaries are shown on the OSS website and are also available in hard copy, or by email request, from

the OSS office. If you would like a copy of any of these, please do let us know.

Since the last publication of the Record, the following obituaries now appear in full on the OSS website.

www.oldshirburnian.org.uk
Bill Anstice–Brown (g 42-46; staff 56-67)   • Sir Alan Campbell (a 32-37)   • Ron Cunningham, ‘The Great Omani’ (a 29-33)

Bill Deane (a 32-37)   • Nigel Dempster (a 55-58)   • Henry Druce (g 35-39)   • John Foot (g 35-39)

Alan Hardman Smith (f 46-51)   • Bill Meadows (a 41-44)   • Pelham Warren (f 24-29)

Bill Anstice Brown 1928 – 2007

Bill Anstice Brown (g, 46), art

master at the School from

1953 to 1967, died at the end

of June at his home in Crewkerne. 

There can be few men who could be

said to be as truly Shirburnian as Bill

Anstice Brown. Not only did his father,

Claude, attend the School, but so did his

eight uncles, since the Brown family was

already firmly settled in the town by the

late 19th century. 

Bill himself was born in Golders Green,

London, in April 1928. By that time his

grandfather Brown had died, so there

was no call to visit Sherborne in his early

childhood. Therefore Bill’s introduction

to the town of which he was to become

so fond was when he was aged about

twelve and was sent to the ‘wee prep’. 

It was a natural progression to follow in

his father’s and uncles’ footsteps to

attend Sherborne Boys’ School, and Bill

entered as a boarder at Lyon House in

the second academic term in 1942. 

Under the tutelage of Ruth Gervis, Bill’s

nascent talent for painting was nurtured

and allowed to blossom and he was

twice awarded the Longmuir Art Prize,

which his father had won before him

(and which, incidentally, Bill’s son, Sam,

also achieved). 

At the end of his school career Bill

gained a place to study at the Slade

School of Art, University of London, but

his enthusiasm to begin studying the

subject to which he was clearly born

was cruelly frustrated by the inevitable

call up to National Service in 1946. 

So it wasn’t until 1948 that Bill finally

went up to the Slade and began his

dedicated art studies. Having attained a

Diploma in Fine Art after three years, he

was then granted a fourth year for post

diploma study, on the grounds of special

merit. During his time as a student Bill

returned to Venice, a city he had already

visited, and fallen in love with, on travels

with his mother. Through family friends

he gained an introduction to the family

who owned the Palladian Villa Rotonda,

where he stayed and was increasingly

inspired by its architecture and romantic

setting. 

Having graduated in 1952, Bill spent a

couple of terms teaching art at Park

Gate School on the Wirral, but when it

was time for Ruth Gervis to hang up

her brushes as ‘Art Master’ at

Sherborne, it was inevitable that Bill

would return south to follow in her

footsteps. Many artistically inclined boys

found the Art School under Bill’s

custodianship to be a welcome haven

from the somewhat heavily promoted

sporting ethic of the School at the time.

Sir Timothy Clifford, former Director of

the National Galleries of Scotland and

one of Bill’s pupils, remembers ‘his great

enthusiasm for Renaissance Art, for

Palladian architecture in particular, and

his excellence as a draughtsman greatly

impressed me as a schoolboy. He had a

delightful sense of humour, was kind

and considerate and in every way a

remarkable man whom I shall never

forget.’

In similar fashion Hugh Hildesley,

Executive Vice President of Sotheby’s in

New York, shares fond memories: ‘Bill

taught me the rudiments of painting and

drawing from which I still gain pleasure,

but, more importantly, he was my

introduction to the history of art, which

remains a lifelong passion. He definitely

sowed the seeds for this journey by

creating a welcoming, friendly space in

which it was permitted to talk about art

and aesthetics in a school that at the 
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time regarded such subjects as being peripheral

to the task of manufacturing stiff upper lips. I

recall him with huge fondness and endless

gratitude. He was a ‘gentle giant’ who won

over a generation of Shirburnians.’

Although his approachable way of teaching

came so naturally to Bill, the chief passion in

his life, his desire to paint, had yet to be

fulfilled. In 1966 a Goldsmiths Travel Award

enabled him to return to Italy and be

reminded of just what he wanted to achieve

and the following year he left the School and,

with his wife Rozanne, established Sherborne

Gallery, the first of its kind in the town. The

Gallery held exhibitions of early English

watercolours, which had always been an

interest of Bill’s. It also developed into offering

framing and restoration, as well as holding

many exhibitions of assorted artists including

Bill himself. At last he had the opportunity to

concentrate more fully on his own work,

producing his characteristically gentle, light-

filled landscapes of Dorset, Cornwall, Italy and

France.

Undoubtedly the works he leaves behind

which are the most fascinating and treasured

are his capriccios. These fantasy oil paintings, in

style a cross between Lorrain, Turner and

Canalletto, combined his love for two places,

Sherborne and Venice. He often described

how, as a young master, he would wander

round the School courts imagining what the

buildings would look like in a Venetian lagoon

setting. Thanks to his immense skill as an artist,

combined with a rich imagination, he was able

to bring this vision to life for others to witness

and, if fortunate, to buy and hang on their own

walls. These capriccios were so in demand that

often the paint was scarcely dry on the canvas

before they were purchased, while he also

undertook commissions from people who

wanted their own properties to be thus

romanticised. After Sherborne Gallery closed in

1981 Bill continued to paint in his studio at

their home in Newland, combining this with

painting trips abroad both on his own and with

Rozanne. In his latter years he painted less and

less, though he never lost the intention to

return to his easel. 

Bill’s humourous outlook on life lasted until its

very end, and is recalled by everyone who

knew him, along with his innate modesty and

gentle character. He leaves behind him a large

body of work that many lovers of fine art

continue to enjoy every day on their walls, as

well as the many fond personal memories that

all who encountered and spent time with him

will certainly value and appreciate.
Penny Anstice Brown

Pelham Laird Warren MBE TD
1910 – 2006

Pelham (f, 29) was the son of Richard

Warren (Rhoades 1892–96), father of

Richard Warren (g, 58) and

grandfather to Pelham (f, 91) and James (g, 93).

He was born in Shanghai in 1910 of an ‘Empire

family’ fiercely proud both of his ancestry and

later of his offspring; his birth registered in the

British Consulate by his grandfather Sir Pelham,

the then Consul General in Shanghai. His

father, Richard (also born in China) was in the

Chinese Maritime Customs and had been part

of the Expeditionary Force which went to the

relief of the Legation in Peking during the

Boxer Rebellion. His mother, Stella, was a

pioneer balloonist. 

At the age of 8, accompanied by a governess,

Pelham was sent to school in England, a 21-day

journey on the Trans Siberian Railway.  Initially

he went to Stubbington Prep School in

Hampshire and then, from 1924 to 1929, to

Sherborne. Throughout his schooling he hardly

saw his parents; they were entitled to ‘home

leave’ every five years and they only returned

to England once or twice before retiring to

Woking in 1932. As a consequence while at

school he became very fond of the Eldertons

(Abbeylands Housemaster) who often

provided a home for him during the holidays.

On leaving school Pelham’s ambition had been

to join the Royal Navy; his rejection on

grounds of poor eyesight was a bitter

disappointment.  Instead he joined the Shell

Company but never really enjoyed business

life.  Fortunately Shell encouraged young men

to join the TA, and in 1932 he applied to the

Honourable Artillery Company and was sworn

in as Private Warren in No 2 Support

Company.  He played rugby for Shell, and he

enjoyed tennis and golf with his friends. 

He married Deirdre in 1938. Then, with war

looming, Pelham applied to join an AA Battery

being raised at Walton-on-Thames near their

home. He was accepted and duly

commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the

Royal Artillery.

Initially the Battery was deployed to defend the

waterworks and reservoirs in western London.

In 1940 he transferred to command 124 Troop

guarding Benson Aerodrome; 1941 saw him

serving as Staff Lieutenant at Brigade HQ in

Sloane Square and, on promotion to Captain,

as GSO 3 with the 9th AA Division in Cardiff.

In December 1942 he returned to his old

Brigade HQ, as Brigade Major.  In January 1944

he was posted to Italy joining the 12th AA

Brigade with the 8th Army. He was proud of,

though seldom spoke of, the battle at Monte

Casino.  Subsequently he fought up through 

Italy and into France, achieving briefly the rank

of Acting Brigadier, returning home at the end

of hostilities. 

In September 1945 he was awarded the MBE

and completed full time active service in

November.  He was awarded the Territorial

Efficiency Decoration, TD, in 1950. 

With his military service over, Pelham returned

to work for Shell.  At the end of the 50s, he

was responsible for the relocation of staff to

the new Embankment Offices by Waterloo

Station and, with the financial burden of school

fees lifted, he proved himself redundant on

completion of the move, retiring to Dorset in

1962.

He now started perhaps the happiest period in

his life, and Sherborne was again to play an

important part.  In 1954 he had become a

member of the OS Golf Society and in 1964 he

joined the Committee of the OSS and went on

to co-edit, with ‘Graggers’ Green, the Fifth

(1965) Edition of The Sherborne Register.  From

‘67 to ‘72 he was Hon Secretary of the OSGS

and in 1972/3 he ran an appeal for OS Bursary

funds – all undertaken in long-hand without

the aid of a computer! He was a founder

member of the OS Sailing Society; finally in

1979, he was honoured and delighted to

become President of the Old Shirburnian

Society.  

When in 1973 his first grandson Pelham was

born, his first words to his daughter-in-law

were ‘I’ve put him down for Sherborne’. Thus

the School came back into his life in the

eighties when his grandsons joined. 
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In 1988 Pelham and Deirdre celebrated their

Golden Wedding and the family remember

vividly their ambition to reach their Diamond

Wedding. But tragically it was not to be –

Deirdre died in November 1996, 19 months

too soon. 

Thereafter he came to live in Sherborne

believing that being back near the School

would provide interest – particularly School

matches. However he was becoming less

mobile, and thus the best-laid plans came to

nought. After three years he moved for the

last time and joined his daughter and her

family in Kent.

He was a very gregarious man.  His sense of

humour could cut through pomposity and he

was always ready to see the ridiculous side of

things. In his last year he had the joy of holding

his two great grandchildren, but almost the

high spot was seeing the King’s Troop Royal

Horse Artillery doing their stuff at the local

Agricultural Show from his wheelchair.

The family miss his labelling of England’s rugby

as ‘pathetic’, no matter what the standard of

play; and we miss preparing a whisky to hear

‘too weak’, then bringing back exactly the same

whisky to a spluttering complaint of ‘too

strong’.  Latterly he reluctantly accepted his

frailty and got huge pleasure when anyone

popped in to see him. When asked how he

was he invariably replied ‘All the better for

seeing you’ – and one could always tell he

meant it. 
Richard Warren (g, 58)

John Caines Foot 1922 – 2007

John Foot (g, 39) was the Founder

President of the OSSS. He always said

that he had the idea for the Society on

the golf course in 1969. He enlisted the help of

OS Golfers like Tom Parry to get the idea off

the ground, and the OSSS formally came into

being in 1970 at a meeting in Guildford. His

original purpose was to allow OS to participate

in the Bembridge Trophy which was then a

prestigious match racing event for public school

old boys sailed in the fleet of Bembridge One

Designs in the Isle of Wight. The event carried

on for many years and the OSSS were very

successful but eventually the winners were

largely determined by which boat you got and

how fast one could bail! Things eventually

staggered on via the fleet of Redwings but

emerged as what we now know as the Arrow

Trophy.

In the meantime the OSSS had been formed

and, under John’s guidance, and the continued

efforts of stalwarts such as Tom Parry, John

Goddard, Bobby Reynolds and Ken Cater, the

Society branched out into a wider range of

activities. One of the first was the Boys’

Weekend which was our first attempt to

involve the School. Over the years we have

done much to help and equip the School sailing

club.

John continued as Commodore until 1977 and

was then elected as President. In 1980 the

Society created the special office of Founder

President for him. He held this up to his death.

If you look at John’s entry in The Sherborne

Register you will see that he was son of H J

Foot (OS). This somewhat obscures the fact

that, in all, 13 members of the Foot family have

now been at Sherborne – with the latest being

two of his grandsons. After leaving Sherborne

he went straight off to war and was wounded

but this was a period of his life about which he

never spoke. He returned to civilian life and

the ironmongery business. He married Nicky in

1953, and in 1955 they bought and refurbished

the Dower House at Wonersh. At that time

many of the old country houses were being

broken up and they went around all the

auctions buying large pieces of furniture to fill

the cavernous rooms. Many of these rooms

became storerooms for his enormous number

of boat parts. They produced four children

Caroline, Jonathan, Stephen, and Lucy. The

boys naturally went on to Sherborne.

There came a point when John realised that

the ironmongery business ran perfectly well

when he wasn’t there so he devoted more

time to his sailing interests. He had a

succession of yachts: firstly in 1958 he bought

Iras, a 44’ converted 9M mahogany on steel

frame yacht followed by Water Music II, Water

Music III and Water Music IV.

He raced and cruised extensively with family

and friends and many Old Shirburnians have

joined him as shipmates over the years. He

qualified as a member of the Ocean Cruising

Club in 1971 and was Commodore from 1982

to 1988. He became a member of the Royal

Yacht Squadron in 1978 and Vice Commodore

of the Royal Thames Yacht Club.

He first crossed the Atlantic in Water Music III

in 1975 using only sextant and dead reckoning.

Upon his return to the RTYC in Hamble, he

sheepishly had to admit that he had gone all

that way without incident but had broken his

collar bone by falling off a hired bicycle during

a stopover in Alderney. He was also fuming

because Customs had charged him duty on a

bottle of scotch on his return to UK waters.

. . . 



28

John also held office in other fields. He

was Master of the Ironmongers

Company from 1982-83 and President

of the OS Society in 1991. Nearer home

he was chairman of the Parish Council,

a member of the Parochial Church

Council, a member of the Hambledon

RDC, President of the Wonersh Cricket

Club, Chairman of the Wonersh United

Charities, a member of the Guildford

Municipal Charities and to him most

importantly of all the Wonersh

Working Men’s club.

John was always a good companion.

and was generous with the whisky

decanter. Those who sailed with him

will recall the optics of gin and scotch

each side of the companionway for the

weary crew to replenish their glasses.

On one occasion, John and Nicky were

invited to dinner with Richard and Sue

Anderton who were then newly

married. Richard had also invited his

cousin, who had been a contemporary

of John at Sherborne, and his cousin’s

wife. The evening started inauspiciously

when John rang from a nearby garage

saying that he had filled his car with

petrol but had then discovered that he

had no money with him. Would

Richard please come and rescue him!

The meal then went with a swing with

John and Richard’s cousin talking until

the small hours Richard and Sue never

got a word in edgeways and simply

spent the evening serving food and

replenishing glasses.

He was always an impatient man and

tended to be a bit querulous with

anyone who had the temerity to stand

up to him! To him the hunt was

everything, whether it was seeking

office or crossing the Atlantic. When he

had achieved his goal he tended to be

rather laid back about it all.

In his later years he was housebound

with emphysema and got around only

with the aid of a couple of electric

scooters – one for upstairs and one for

down. However he was always pleased

to see any OSSS member who cared to

drop in for a chat and a glass or two of

scotch. Through all the years Nicky was

a great support to John and to the

OSSS. She even hosted some Society

dinners at the Dower House. The OSSS

recognised this by awarding her

Honorary Membership.

Richard Anderton (a, 64)

. . . Sir Alan Campbell GCMG 1919 – 2007
Peter (killed in Sumatra in 1942). He

went (via Elmdene) to School House

where a contemporary remembers him

as ‘neat, clean and tidy’ and as sharing

study No 3 with A J G Crocker, another

scholar who remained a friend in

adulthood, and one who also rose high

in government service.

AC described himself in his memoir,

entitled Colleagues and Friends,

(published 1988) as ‘good at games and

latterly captain of the cricket and football

teams’. This was at prep school level.

Sherborne in his time was obsessed with

rugby football which may not have

helped AC who was not tall. However

he excelled at tennis, captaining the

School team and winning the Public

Schools Doubles, partnered by Alastair

(later Sir Alastair) Pilkington. He shone

at modern languages, winning most of

the relevant prizes, and was awarded a

scholarship to Caius College, Cambridge.

Here he got a first in the ‘Mays’ but the

war then intervened.

AC joined up as a private in the Suffolk Regiment

in 1940, and finished the war as a major in the

Devonshire Regiment. A somewhat boring period

of service in the Education Corps was alleviated by

secondment to the Intelligence Corps. After

training on the Highland moors near Arisaig, he

worked for SOE, in Beaulieu, Hampshire, training

French agents, and later in London, working with

various resistance groups in France – although to

his chagrin he never served in enemy occupied

territory. In 1945 he spent time in Berlin in SIS, at

first as Hugh Hunt’s deputy and then in charge of

intelligence gathering. 

In 1973, probably sponsored and persuaded by

Viscount Boyd of Merton (OS, former Secretary of

State for the Colonies and Chairman of

Governors) AC joined the board of governors

even though it was recognised that his attendance

might be curtailed by overseas service. It was a

shrewd and timely appointment – these were

difficult times for the School and cool heads were

needed. To quote a more recent Chairman, Sir

John Weston, ‘AC displayed the same humane

commonsense and practical wisdom as a School

Governor in that overheated crisis atmosphere as

he was doing over the same period in the Foreign

Office, as its first Political Director . . . He had a

masterly gift for keeping his head when all about

were losing theirs’. 

In retirement AC took on a number of commercial

and charitable appointments but fortunately for

the School he was persuaded to become Chairman

of Governors from 1982 to 1987, serving for the

last years of Robin and Petronella Macnaghten’s

reign; they made a powerful and congenial team, 

Alan Campbell (a, 37) died in October

2007 at the age of 88. He had led an

interesting and distinguished life and

was devoted to Sherborne. I knew him from the

time he joined the governing body and am

indebted to a number of obituaries for

information on his earlier life – in particular he left

a comprehensive autobiographical note covering

his life up to the end of the war. He was a prolific

obituarist himself and would have quickly taken his

red pencil to this contribution.

AC joined the Foreign Office in 1946 following

demobilisation from the army, and served in

Singapore, China, Italy, France, Ethiopia and

America. He was at various times Private

Secretary to the Parliamentary Under-Secretary

and Assistant Head of the news department and

he served on the Mission to the United Nations.

He was Head of Chancery in Paris to Christopher

(later Lord) Soames with whom he had been at

pre-prep school. He was Ambassador to Ethiopia

from 1969 to 1972 and to Italy from 1976-1979,

when he retired. In between these two

ambassadorships he was Deputy Under-Secretary

at the Foreign Office and Political Director. By any

standards this was a glittering career at the end of

which he was appointed GCMG.

He was brought up in a country house, Combe

Royal, near Kingsbridge in Devon, close to many

Ilbert and Campbell relations living in nearby

Thurlestone and Bantham. Throughout his life,

when in England he returned to this beautiful part

of the county when possible. From the age of six

he was at boarding school and in 1932 he entered

Sherborne as a scholar, following his elder brother 



Honours
GLENNIE, Angus James Scott (a, 68)

Senator of the College of Justice

ORR EWING, Edward Stuart (d, 49) – CVO

RIGG, David Charles, RE (m, 94) – MC

Commissions
BEATTIE, N A P (d, 02) – King’s Royal Hussars

HOEY, D C M (h & d, 02)

Queen’s Dragoon Guards

HOOD, J R (a, 02) – King’s Royal Hussars

RUSSELL, W J K (d, 02)

Queen’s Dragoon Guards

TYSON, G E (b, 02) – King’s Royal Hussars

Photo L-R: James Hood, Will Russell, John Russell (d, 70), 
Nick Beattie, David Hoey and George Tyson

and became good friends.  He was President of the

OS Society in 1981.

It was easy to see why AC had such a distinguished

career. He shone both academically and intellectually.

In appearance he was invariably dapper and

beautifully turned out.  He seemed to know

everybody and everybody knew him – he was

blessed with an encyclopaedic memory for names

and the people behind the names.  He had an old-

fashioned courtesy and was a wonderful host –

whether dining at Brooks’s or dispensing afternoon

tea at Carlisle Mansions.

He was married for fifty-two years to Margaret who

was a wonderful support in his professional career

and to whom he was devoted and whom he

supported tirelessly through her last illness. They had

three daughters, and two grandsons, all of whom

have inherited some of his artistic talents and

interests, for he was a good water-colourist and had

a fine collection of paintings. He was rightly proud

when one of his paintings was hung in the Royal

Academy Summer Exhibition.

Sherborne has lost a great friend and servant.

Michael Barnes (f, 50)

OS Merchandise
These items may be purchased from:

The Old Shirburnian Office
Sherborne School, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3AP

Tel: 01935 810557/8  • Fax: 01935 810551
Email: oss@sherborne.org 

Prices are correct at time of going to press

Each               P and P

Umbrellas £20.00 £3.50

Mugs £5.00 £1.00

OS Socks (town and country) £10.00 £1.00

The Sherborne Register £18.00 £2.50
(Seventh Edition, 1925-2000)
Cufflinks (country colours) £35.00 £1.00

Scarf (country colours) £30.00 £1.00

Braces (country colours) £35.00 £1.00

The following are available in 
silk, in both town and country colours:

Bow Ties £17.50 £1.00

Cravats £38.50 £1.00

Cummerbunds (S, M, L) £70.00 £5.00

Waistcoats (S, M, L) £112.50 £5.00

Prints
Various prints of the School (unframed) are available 

Please contact the OSS Office or visit the website for details

Prints of Jocelyn Galsworthy’s splendid new painting of The
Upper, executed during the Sherborne v Winchester match in
June, are now available. You will find details in this envelope
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64cm x 37cm

www.oldshirburnian.org.uk
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1950’s
B L Crowe (h, 56)

On his retirement from public service in

2002 he was awarded a knighthood,

(KCMG) and became Deputy Chairman

of Chatham House (Royal Institute of

International Affairs) and active inter alia

in teaching and advising about the EU.

A L Holmes (f, 61)

Has been running Taylor Woodrow’s

various businesses in Ghana for 22 years,

having been with the company for over

forty years, since graduating from

Imperial College.  

D R O’Conor (b, 57)

In December 2006 he was awarded the

‘Order of Presidente Bernardo

O’Higgins’ by the Chilean Government,

as Knight Commander. This is the

highest decoration a foreigner can

receive in Chile, and was given in

recognition of his services to business.

C L Napier (a, 62)

Is the proud father of James Napier, the

sculptor of ‘The Abandoned Soldier’

which was erected temporarily in

Trafalgar Square  in January 2007.  The

statue has become the icon of the

campaign, which is seeking better

treatment for soldiers returning from

conflicts. A BBC2 documentary about

the campaign, and the making of the

statue, was shown in May.

J M Wingfield Digby (b, 56) 

Is the owner of Bertie May, who won at

66-1 at Wincanton in February.

1960’s
S T Best (f, 67)

After completing psychology degrees at

McMaster University, Ontario, Canada,

and Canterbury University, Christchurch,

NZ, Simon returned to the UK where,

declining a clinical psychology course, he

took up medical journalism. He co-

authored Electromagnetic Man – health

and hazard in the electrical environment

(Dent, 1979) with biophysicist Dr Cyril

Smith and for ten years produced a

news report on the area. He now edits

and runs Caduceus, a 20-year-old

quarterly focused on healing and health.

www.caduceus.info

G A F Dallas (c, 65)

Is very active working with British

journalists in Paris; is Chairman of the

Society of Authors, France (SOAF),

and is involved with the British

Conservatives in Paris (BCiP), where he

chairs a study group on constitution. He

is an historian with several books to his

name (please see OS Publications p 22).

P R D Gould (h, 62)

Has been elected to serve on the

disciplinary panel of the British

Horseracing Authority (formerly The

Jockey Club), now based in Shaftesbury

Avenue, as from January 2008.

D A Harrison (d, 64)

Having retired from the Civil Service,

HM Customs and Excise, he has done

various part-time jobs since. He

currently works as a driver for out-of-

hours GPs in Wiltshire.  He also does

voluntary work as a patient driver for his

local hospice, ‘Dorothy House’. His main

hobby remains photography and he

enjoys supporting Bath Rugby Club.

www.dorothyhouse.co.uk 
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Michael Slade
(c, 65) 
breaks the Rolex Fastnet Race

record by almost 9 hours. The

Royal Ocean Racing Club’s 608-mile

Fastnet Race, which is held

biennially towards the end of

Cowes week, is recognised as one

of the world’s classic ocean races.

Starting at Cowes the yachts must

round the Fastnet Rock off the

extreme south-west corner of

Ireland before finishing at Plymouth.

This year’s race proved to be one

of the most challenging. The start

was delayed for 25 hours due to

warnings of severe gales, but once

across the starting line, most

contestants still had to face strong

winds throughout the race.

Conditions were so atrocious that

211 of the 271 starters retired at

some stage, and both the Salcombe

and the Brixham lifeboats were

called out to help yachts in distress.

Sailing in his immensely powerful

30-metre yacht, ICAP Leopard 3,

Michael Slade and his crew sailed a

brilliant race.  After sailing hard for

some 400 miles they rounded the

Fastnet Rock a mere three seconds

behind the leader, Rambler, but

then charged home to Plymouth to

finish in 44 hours, 18 minutes, 53

seconds, some 45 minutes ahead of

Rambler. In the process they broke

the previous race record time by an

astonishing 8 hours, 50 minutes and

won three trophies – the Clarion

Cup for first British yacht home; the

Erroll Bruce Cup for first yacht

home in the Super O class; and the 
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N E Wilson (a, 61)

Has auctioned a bottle of 1937 Moët &

Chandon champagne given to him thirteen

years ago, which had reputedly been stolen

from Hitler’s wine cellar. The champagne sold

for £1,400 despite fears that it had been laced

with cyanide!

1970’s
R V Bravery (c, 76)

Is still travelling a great deal for the Exxon

Mobil Corporation. He is also enjoys rallying,

and freelancing for motoring magazines.

A K B Cater (c, 70)

On 9th September, he set sail from the Hamble

to sail his 45ft yacht Harrac to Smith Island in

the South Shetlands, and to climb Mount

Foster in memory of Bill Tillman and Simon

Richardson, a friend, who attempted the same

feat in 1977.  It is anticipated the trip will last

eight months.  www.smithisland.co.uk 

J B East (h, 78)

Is the Director of Planning for Brent Council

and Director of Planning, Wembley Stadium

Redevelopment. By coincidence, he found

himself working alongside Sherborne

contemporary R M Eckersley-Maslin  (a, 79),

the Finance Director for the Wembley Stadium

project.

J A Lindquist (c, 76)

Is a senior trial attorney in the United States

Department of Justice, with a Master’s Degree

in Taxation Law, and represents the interests of

the United States in federal tax litigation. He

has three children and lives in McLean, Virginia. 

J P Mumford (g, 71)

Currently works as Financial Controller for a

sub-sea piling company near Blandford.

J L P Peel-Yates (m, 69)

He lost an amazing 51/2 stone in 17 weeks,

reduced his blood pressure from 180/100 to

131/82 and his cholesterol from 8.7 to 5.3

thanks to the programme devised by TLC

Wellbeing and Fatloss Clinic.  He says that it was

never onerous and that he never felt hungry at

any time. ‘The self-discipline that was instilled

in me during my time at Sherborne in the

Sixties no doubt helped me!’ He has started

running serious distances and can now achieve

12k in under 2 hours. (please see small ads) 

1980’s
W F J Bramble (h, 85)

As Commanding Officer of 19 Regiment RA, he

has just completed a tour with his regiment in

Helmand Province in Afghanistan.  

I A Jamison (e, 86)

Won the prestigious 2007 Guardian Award for

Secondary School Teacher of the Year. He is

Head of Religious Education at Kingsbridge

Community College in Devon. 

1990’s

W J I Bray (c, 97)

Since opening his gourmet café in Shanghai ,

which provides a ‘fantastic selection of gourmet

burgers and fish and chips’, he has been

awarded the City Weekend’s 2007 Readers’

Choice Award for Best WiFi Café. He would

enjoy seeing any Shirburnians passing through

Shanghai.

T C de C Clay (c, 92)

After living in Sherborne for five years whilst

serving at RNAS Yeovilton, he has now moved

to Plymouth to take up an appointment with

Flag Officer Sea Training in Devonport.

B P Fabricius (e, 97)

His brainchild, Fitzdares, Britain’s ‘high-rollers

only’ bookmaker, has celebrated a first year

turnover of more than £60m. The bespoke

bookmaker, which offers a discreet and

personal service, only accepts clients by

referral.  www.fitzdares.com 

S N A Long (a, 99)

After spending eighteen months working in

Calgary, Canada as a commercial banker, he has

now moved to Brazil working for HSBC in

their Head Office as International Manager.

P J R Richards (g, 94) 

Is a writer and broadcaster, specialising in wine.

He regularly appears on shows, such as

Saturday Kitchen (BBC1), Daily Cooks (ITV1),

and writes freelance for a number of

publications.

Royal Thames Spirit Cup for first RTYC

yacht to finish. For all this, under handicap

rules, ICAP Leopard 3’s ‘corrected’ time

was 83 hours, 34 minutes, 39 seconds so

that she was placed 10th overall.

Michael Slade is now preparing to ship

ICAP Leopard 3 to Australia to participate

in the Sydney – Hobart Race in December

– a race with a reputation for ferocious

weather conditions that is perhaps even

more notorious than the Fastnet.

Anthony Cassidy (b, 56)

He also took line honours in the

monohulls, racing his brand new Farr

designed canting keel ICAP Leopard in the

‘Round the Island Race’, and was just 17

minutes 25 seconds off the record he set

himself in 2001 of 4 hours 5 minutes 40

seconds.

Rory Heron (c, 92) 

Was the only other non-professional sailor

on board, and has been sailing with

Michael, as a member of his crew, for

twelve years.  

Missing List
The list of missing OS is published on the

website. Hard copy is available from the OSS

office on request.
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P D B Ryan (f, 97)

He is still in the Royal Navy, and spent the last four

years at sea. Having now completed his submarine

Advanced Warfare Course. he has been appointed to

instruct the Fleet Navigating Officers’ course. He offers

career help to any OS on matters relating to submarines

or the Royal Navy.

E A Taylor (h, 92)

Is a reporter, covering pan-European banking and

finance. ‘Amazingly, I landed a job in journalism, having

studied journalism and mass communications at Cardiff

University. So things are good for me and I get to use

my languages while reporting.’

P R Vellacott (h, 92)

Won a BAFTA award, for specialist factual television for

his film Nuremberg: Goering’s Last Stand. 

N G Walmsley (g, 96)

He has completed an MA (Distinction) in African and

Asian History at the School of Oriental and African

Studies (SOAS), University of London, specialising in

Central Asian history and is now intending to pursue a

PhD in the same field.

J W J Warren (d, 95)

After four years practising as a small animal vet in Hong

Kong and Abu Dhabi, he spent a year working in

Dubai’s property market before accepting a post in the

new Doha-based Al Khaliji Commercial Bank.

OS in Iraq
When Captain James Hodgson (a, 96), the Regimental

Signals Officer of the Queen’s Royal Hussars, arrived at

the frontier outpost of Camp Abu Naji in Maysaan

Province on the Iran/Iraq border, he knew he would be

relieving an old friend, Captain John Stone (a, 96), the

Operations Officer of the outgoing Royal Scots Dragoon

Guards. To their surprise, however, Edward Ferguson

(b, 96), an MOD civil servant, was joining them as the

political adviser to the Battlegroup Commander for

Maysaan Province. Captain Rory Ferguson (b, 98),

Edward’s brother, is also in Iraq serving as a troop leader

with 1st the Queen’s Dragoon Guards in Southern Basra

alongside Captain Nick White (e, 96) of the Devon &

Dorsetshire Light Infantry, and Captain Roland Evans

(b, 97) of the Royal Engineers.  

Charlie Cox (c, 01)
It’s clearly tough being an actor as prolific as Charlie

Cox. ‘Yes, I feel rather stressed.  You see X may offer

me this role, and, well, there’s Y, who has offered

me this other one, and I just don’t know what to

do’. His dilemma is particularly heart rending

because X and Y (forgive the algebra for the sake of

puerile suspense) happen to be, respectively, one of

Britain’s most prestigious screenwriters, Richard

Curtis (Four Weddings and A Funeral), and the

playwright Harold Pinter. Too much choice, it seems,

may well provide no choice at all.    

But, in truth, the young actor does appreciate how

fortunate he has been.  His role in Stardust, Matthew

Vaughn’s big budget fantasy romp, placed him next

to names like Michelle Pfeiffer, Robert de Niro, and Peter O’Toole, and firmly established

his name in Hollywood. Having completed shooting for another film, Stone of Destiny,
based upon the theft of the historic Stone of Scone from Westminster Abbey by a group

of Scottish students in 1950, doors are opening so quickly that it’s difficult to choose which

ones to close. And you can’t dither when you are dealing with names that have been

established in the industry for decades. ‘I can’t just turn up and say to a director, ‘Hello,

I’m Charlie Cox.  I left drama school a few years ago, but could you kindly hang on for a

bit whilst I make my mind up about whether I want this part you’ve offered me?’’, he

jokes.

He didn’t always have it so good. Although Cox was fortunate to secure a place at the

Bristol Old Vic, and a part in a high profile film, The Merchant of Venice, relatively early on

in his career, he has had his own trials as a fledgling actor. ‘At drama school, I felt like the

worst actor in the world’. And he seems well aware of the stresses and pressures that

fame can bring. The endless publicity circuit can be exhausting, particularly bearing in

mind the nature of the questions that he is asked by journalists during interviews. ‘The

worst question I was asked in an interview was ‘what do you think happened to you in

your childhood that made you want to become an actor?’’  My own personal favourite,

topping that posed by the journalist cum psychologist, is a question asked to Cox which is

far more mundane: ‘what was the last thing that you bought?’  Cox’s answer (‘Er, an

adaptor for my mobile’) was no doubt something of a disappointment for the interviewer

and any reader, with the possible exception of those marketing gurus who might well

have fallen off their chairs at the prospect of a product placement in one of his films. One

no doubt reached for his blackberry and proposed the lucrative appearance of an adaptor

in Cox’s latest film, Stone of Destiny, only to be informed that it is set in the 1950’s.

But what about the Hollywood lifestyle?  You know, I naively prompt, the fast cars,

attractive women, endless debauched parties, the dolce vita. ‘Actually, I’m a bit of an

outsider. I don’t like hanging around with actors much. That’s all associated with work for

me’. And if the photos of his recent motorcycle voyage around the States are anything to

go by, he is telling the truth. Leaning against his motorcycle altruistically donated by BMW,

Cox poses for the camera with two friends against the backdrop of the Nevada desert.

And yet, at the risk of sounding faintly ridiculous, one gets the impression that, despite

BMW’s involvement, Cox’s ‘escape’ from the pressures of the film set on a bike is closer

(but not too close) to Che Guevara’s motorcycle voyage than that of the Scottish actor,

Ewan Macgregor. One of Cox’s companions is a tattoo artist.  The other who, for the

duration of the trip, was apparently uneasy at having so much horsepower between his

legs, is an old Shirburnian. It is a reassuring photo because it hints that, despite the luxury

of being able to choose

between taking the lead

in The Collection under

Pinter’s own direction,

or waiting for Curtis’

final decision for the

cast for The Boat That
Rocked, some things,

thankfully, don’t change. 

Ed Posnett (c, 03)  

2000’s
G N Smibert (f, 06) 

Has been awarded a Half Blue for Rugby League; he is

currently at Brasenose College, Oxford.

www.stardustmovie.com



Pilgrims
These are the people to contact in the first

instance regarding the individual Pilgrims

sports. Some sports have match managers for

individual games or events, but overall

responsibility rests with the following:

Club information
Ed Lyons

T. 01934 853520 (H)

E. ed@lyonsrounsfell.co.uk

Cricket
Peter Langly-Smith

M. 07861 380431

E. peter.langly-smith@prupim.com

Cross Country
Angus Cater

T. 01306 746300(0)

M. 07786 383755

E. angus.cater@sfs-group.co.uk

Fives
Nick MacIver

T. 020 7556 4457(0)

M. 07786 260108

E. nickmaciver@yahoo.co.uk

Hockey
Jimmy McKillop

M. 07899 075338

E. jmckillop@williamhill.co.uk

Rugby
Nick Cook

M. 07739 147775

E. nickcook8@yahoo.com

Soccer
Don Cameron

T. 01935 813678(H)

E. dcameron@sherborne.org

Squash
Nick Lamb

M. 07720 772138

E. nickmlamb@yahoo.co.uk

Tennis
Tim MacIver

T. 020 7517 1018 (O)

M. 07880 555791

E. tim.maciver@intelliq.com

Golf
Howard Gill

T. 020 7863 8494 (0)

M. 07788 628678

E. hfgill@forsters.co.uk

Sailing
Nick Ware

T. 020 7493 7856 (0)

M. 07769 643359

E. nick.ware@chindit.co.uk www.oldshirburnian.org.uk

OSS Committee 2007 – 2008
THE PRESIDENT

Charles Collingwood

TRUSTEES
Charles Eglington,   Richard Green,   John Hargrove

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

FINANCE AND BURSARY SUB-COMMITTEE
Angus Cater (Chairman), Robin Brown (Hon. Treasurer)

John Hargrove (Trustees’ Representative), Simon Eliot (Headmaster)
Bill Burn (Staff Representative), David Masters (Co-opted)

John Harden (Secretary)

YEAR GROUP REPRESENTATIVES (MAIN COMMITTEE)
Staff Bill Burn

1937 – 1947     Sam Smart (a, 45)
1958 Richard Warren (g, 58)
1962 Mike Rearden (b, 62)
1964 Richard Anderton (a, 64)
1966 Charles Ouin (d, 66)
1970 Angus Cater (c, 70)
1980 Patrick Macintosh (h, 80)
1981 Stephen Rees-Williams (h, 81)
1983 Ben Jeapes (h, 83)
1988           Alasdair Vaux (g, 88)
1992          Will Wingfield Digby (d, 92)
1994 Will Hargrove (h, 94)
1997 Balthazar Fabricius (e, 97)
1999         Jonathan Morris (e, 99)
2000 James Meeke (b, 00) 
2001 Jimmy McKillop (m, 01)

Tom Williams (f, 01)
2002          David Hoey (h&d, 02)
2003          Tom Fox-Davies (c, 03)
2004          Edward Selfe (c, 04)
2005          Tom Fineman (b, 05)

David Kirk (a, 05)
2006 George Densham (a, 06)

Whenever you need advice, and your Year Group is unrepresented, please
contact the Secretary, John Harden, who will be pleased to discuss any
ideas and offer support.

T. 01935 810557/810558   F. 01935 810551   E. oss@sherborne.org

President
Charles Collingwood

Chairman 
Hugh Archer

Secretary
John Harden

Hon. Treasurer
Robin Brown

Headmaster
Simon Eliot

Staff Representative
Bill Burn

Careers Representative
Charles Ouin

Pilgrims Representative
Stephen Rees-Williams

OSGS Representative
Patrick Macintosh

OSSS Representative
Richard Anderton

Sherborne House
Representative
James Nurton

Chairman of Finance &
Bursary sub-Committee

Angus Cater

Category A, B and C
representatives have retired
by rotation according to the
OSS Rules and new
representatives are due to be
re-elected at the 2008 AGM

. . . 



Shel leys 01935 815364


