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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

It’s almost certain that when you sit down
to read this latest OS Record, you’ll have
long since forgotten the summer past,

will have spent many a dark day chopping
logs, wearing layers of extra warm clothing,
having battened down the hatches to
combat the extremes of an English winter.
What summer you murmur through gritted
teeth and you’re right of course – not much
to savour but there were a few days of high
pressure, when the temperature rose and the
sun shone from a sky of Sherborne blue.

One such day occurred in late July when
combining my love of cricket with my rôle as
OS President, I drove from Hampshire to
Malvern to watch our valiant Cricketer Cup
team do battle in the semi-final.  On the day,
our young side were not up to the
experienced skills of Malvern, the eventual
winners for the sixth time.  But it was at
Malvern that I looked around me and
realised the jewel that is Sherborne.  Like so
many schools, Malvern is impressive with
majestic ‘school’ buildings beneath the
famous Malvern Hills.   It seemed time,
though, to share similarities with so many
other schools I’ve been to in my life, because
that was all it was – a school.  At Sherborne
we have a national historic treasure, unique
in its setting; the ham stone buildings
surrounding the Courts under the gaze of
our ancient Abbey, all in one of England’s
loveliest market towns where for centuries
‘town and gown’ have blended so well.  No
wonder the film cameras have whirred so
often. 

In early May, during one of the rare cloudless
windows, six of us flew out to Guernsey:
Simon and Olivia Eliot, John and Caroline
Harden, Judy, my wife, and I. Rupert and
Rosie Dorey generously hosted a
magnificent reception for the Island’s OS,
and other Guernsey folk with Sherborne
connections, at their sumptuous home

surrounded by green fields and unfurling
woodlands as the sun set on a perfect
evening.  While about 40 of us tucked into
Rosie’s delicious ‘eats’, our glasses brim full,
the old and young mingled together in an
atmosphere of true bonhomie, I shall long
remember my chat with Matthew Blamey
(h 29), who had shared a study with Alan
Turing, Sherborne’s famed mathematician
and breaker of the Enigma Code.  All of us
gathered around Matthew, eager to hear
long-held secrets of national importance
about the teenage Turing. The venerable
Guernsey man pondered a moment and
then revealed that Alan had been very untidy
and wouldn’t help him with his maths
homework!

Two weeks later, low pressure had returned
to bring grey leaden skies; but a sunshine
atmosphere prevailed on OS Day.  In a
packed Chapel we celebrated the life of the
School and gave thanks for the thousands of
boys who had crunched their way across the
Courts over the years.  Then it was down to

the Upper for what is now the highlight of
the year for OS, their families and friends.
As ever, the ‘Adrian Williams Team’ fed us as
no other school possibly could and a packed
marquee listened intently to Simon Eliot who
was on glittering form – something of the
actor was in him that day!  For me, it was
gratifying to hear much laughter at my
unsubtle contribution, although I was
admonished by one lady, who shall remain
anonymous – a lady, mind you, who in my
early years had been a fearsome matron at
my prep school - for repeating some of my
jokes from the year before – well, I’m sorry
but I always feel a good joke is worth
repeating!   

Since becoming OS President, I’ve been
thrilled to hear from OS of all ages and from
all walks of life.  As you know, my aim is to
bring together friends, old and new, back
into the fold to meet each other once more.  

Again, I have people to thank.  What I would
do without the help of Hugh Archer as
Chairman I do not know.  Since last year,
John Harden, OS Secretary has won the
Weakest Link.  Congratulations!  ‘Wobbly
John’, as Ann Robinson described him, has
kept me up to the mark with a combination
of efficiency and much hilarity with the lovely
Janey Goddard by his side.  Bless all three of
you for making these past twelve months
painless and fun.

Let me end where I began.  Do find time to
pay Sherborne a visit.  So much has
changed; so much for the better.  Come
back and remind yourself of the beauty of
Dorset and Sherborne in particular.  When
you do, perhaps like that day at Malvern, the
sun will be shining, the sky a Sherborne blue
– and perhaps by the time I write next year,
we’ll have won back the Ashes!!   �

CHARLES COLLINGWOOD (h 60)
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Those who know me well will not be
remotely surprised that I am
beginning this letter by asking you

a favour!  Please could I appeal to all OS
who have access to email to fill in the
‘pull-out’ attached to the centre page of
this Record and return to us via the
‘Freepost’ (no stamp required). Email is
playing an ever-increasing rôle in the
operation of the Society and it will result
in a great saving in both time and
resources if we could have an even more
comprehensive email address book.
Please rest assured though that this is not
a statement of intent to go wholly
electronic and normal service will
continue in many respects, especially to
those who have no desire to be
contacted using this method.

Business done!  I can now reflect on how
the 2008 OS year has swept by on a tide
of enthusiasm from OS of all generations.
A host of events, formal and informal,
have taken place and reports on these
occasions can be found in later pages.
They have encompassed several
professions, varied locations and
numerous age groups from the venerable
membership of ‘Q’, all of whom left
Sherborne in 1952 or earlier, right through
to events and trips where OS actively
integrate with the boys currently in the
School. May I take this opportunity to
thank all those who have organised and
hosted these events.

November saw the launch of the new
OSS website helped by the installation of
Joomla!. This enables us to undertake
website changes, (layout, content and
images, etc.) in-house or remotely via a
simple browser-based interface.

It has been my good luck to have worked
alongside three outstanding OS
Presidents. The present incumbent,

Charles Collingwood, is selflessly giving
his incomparable best to the OS cause.
Apart from his regular attendance at OS
events, Charles does much over and
above the call of duty – typical of this was
the ‘donation’ to the School of a
performance of his one-man show,
Playing Away, where the audience were
able to enjoy an evening of vintage
Collingwood hilarity interspersed with
some more reflective moments. I am
indebted to our Honorary Treasurer,
Robin Brown, who retains his good
humour in the midst of keeping a steady
hand on the OSS financial tiller. Our
Chairman, Hugh Archer, continues to play
an invaluable part in OSS affairs, not least
keeping OSS Committee meetings in the
best of order. I am grateful to Adrian
Ballard, Elaine Stallard and their teams for
their help in ensuring that we enjoy such
good and vital working relationships with
the Foundation and Marketing divisions.
Those of you who know the OSS Office
well will not need me to say that Janey
Goddard is the lynchpin of the operation
– what would we do without her? 

All at Sherborne were delighted to
welcome so many OS and their guests
back to Sherborne on OS Day in May
which was again a huge success with
many attending who had not been back
to the School since leaving. The day is
very much geared to welcoming OS of all
generations along with their families.
Please do try to come on the 16th May
2009 – Adrian Williams and his team are
guaranteed to provide the best lunch for
miles around and we would love to see
you. 

Janey and I wish you all a happy 2009. �

JOHN HARDEN (g 70) 

S E C R E T A R Y ’ S  L E T T E R

C H A I R M A N ’ S
R E P O R T

It was ten years ago that two former
Presidents set up a steering committee
to take forward, with the assistance of

new technology, the well maintained but
largely manual base of the OS Society in
order to raise its profile and activity.

Since that meeting the right OS seem to
have popped out of the woodwork at the
right time – presidents, hon. secretaries,
committee members, event organisers.
Their efforts, encouragement and foresight
have progressed the Society, so that one
can be confident of reporting each year
that all is well.

With John Harden and Janey Goddard in
charge, the OS office has established a
friendly, efficient and helpful service; our
nationwide and diverse gatherings are, by
common consent, greatly enjoyed, and so
well attended.  

My thanks also to the Trustees who
oversee our investments; the Hon.
Treasurer who apportions our funds to
assist OS and the School, and the Careers’
Representative for running very successful
conventions for the Lower VIth in
conjunction with the School.

The Society is proactive, vibrant, fun, and
will continue to move forward.  However I
am acutely aware that we would not be in
this position without all the efforts of our
predecessors who provided the bricks for
us to build on; the support of the
Governors and the School, and lastly the
wonderful response of OS of all ages in
helping with the organisation of events
and for being so involved. It makes all our
tasks so worthwhile.

Thank you to everyone.  �

HUGH ARCHER (c&m 66)

F R O M  T H E  H E A D M A S T E R

The current financial climate is
creating a situation where schools
like Sherborne will inevitably feel

the pinch. Experience of previous
downturns indicates that there is a delayed
reaction to national and global downturn
and we anticipate the effects to start
hitting us in 2009 and probably to be at its
worst in 2010. Clearly any business concern
needs to prepare for the likely storm.
Sherborne is, I am glad to say, in pretty
good shape to withstand a tempest.
Borrowings have been reduced to the
minimum over the past eight years and a
substantial building programme has been
carried through during that period.

There is no room for complacency,
however, since our recent buoyant
numbers could evaporate at any moment.
It was vital that our marketing should be
further improved and the work of Elaine
Stallard and her team in the past year has
put us on a much stronger footing for
recruitment, both nationally and
internationally. It is heartening that this
marketing drive has been wholeheartedly
welcomed and supported by staff and boys
alike with the boys proving hugely useful to
the marketing effort by writing articles,
taking photographs and conducting tours
of the School to prospective parents.     

Do visit the School’s new website
www.sherborne.org which links with the
excellent Old Shirburnian Society website
and is a crucial marketing tool. The recent
rebranding exercise has promoted the
Governor’s Seal (since time immemorial
printed on the back cover of the Blue
Book) and every printed publication from
the School is now kept within an
appropriate house-style and livery. A
splendid new prospectus has been
created; the Review, which appeared in
late August, is now much more substantial
and, since it looks ahead as much as it

looks back, will change its name to ‘Vivat!’
in 2009.

There is no doubt that active recruitment is
vital to our future and we are making every
effort to tell the Sherborne story
throughout the UK and, increasingly,
abroad. The benefits for families in sending
their children to this town of schools as
well as the particularly close links with
Sherborne Girls are there for all to see. The
joint initiative to offer the International
Baccalaureate is a tool in our recruitment,
especially overseas.  Each term we seek
new ways to show prep schools and their
headmasters and headmistresses that an
education at Sherborne is second to none.
Word of mouth is the most potent weapon
of all.

Boosting the School’s income is also
crucial. The Trading Company oversees our
commercial activities and much effort is put
into making the Campus work in holiday
times. The principal example is the
Summer School in July/August and what a
pleasure it is to have hundreds of happy
musicians staying in our boarding houses
and enjoying the excellent food. The
International College continues to be
hugely successful and is a vital cog in the
financial wheel.  Further afield, the School
is exploring sources of income beyond the
UK, including possible links with the Gulf
State of Qatar. Of this, more news in due
course.

Naturally, we are also anxious to control
our costs and a number of measures are
already under way to trim the sails still
further. In particular, we are reviewing the
plans for future capital spending.  Essential
refurbishment should not be halted but
some other projects are postponed. I am
pleased to say that since the vast bulk of
the funds for the New Music School has
already been raised, we hope that
contractors will be on site early in 2009 and

that the new building will be in use during
2010. 

I would like to end by paying tribute to
Adrian Ballard and the Foundation team
for their brilliant work in helping us to
secure the future of the School.  This
would, however, not be possible without
the generosity of so many of you.  At the
same time, the Old Shirburnian Society is
of immense importance, in keeping in
touch with its members and providing a
warm welcome to everyone who has the
best interests of Sherborne at heart.

The winds may blow, the storms may come
but I am confident that we are well
equipped to deal with them. After all,
Sherborne has lived through a few storms
in its time and then it re-emerges, stronger
than ever. Vivat! �

SIMON ELIOT

O S  B U R S A R I E S
The OSS operates the OS Charitable Trust which endows bursaries to sons of Old Shirburnians.  

Application forms are available via the OSS Office.

A G M  a n d  A C C O U N T S
The minutes of the OSS Annual General Meeting held on 17th May 2008 are available via the OSS website. If you do not have access to the
website and require a copy of either the AGM minutes or the audited accounts for the OS General Fund or the OS Charitable Trust for the

year ending 31st July 2007 approved at that meeting, please contact the OS Office who will happily forward you a copy.
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The joint schools’ Symphony
Orchestra has been on fine form,
playing repertoire as varied as

Stravinsky’s Firebird and Chaminade’s
Concerto for flute and orchestra and a trip
to St George’s, Bristol, in the Easter term
demonstrated some refined and polished
playing.  Similarly, the Sinfonia, the future
Symphony Orchestra, undertook some
stylish Dvorák and Berlioz.  The School’s
own Chamber Orchestra, under the baton
of Head of Strings Sarah Drury, reached
particularly high standards of playing in
both the Scholars’ Concert and the
Leavers’ Concert at Commem. 

Over the last two years, jazz has again
become a particular highlight of the Music
Department’s work. ‘Dinner and Jazz’,
which moved from the BSR to the Dining
Hall three years ago, continues to be
enormously popular with parents and
friends.  A star performance from Max

Radford (b), singing some compositions
from his latest album and accompanying
himself on the guitar, warmed up the
evening for the appearance of the Jazz and
Swing Bands.  Under Anthony Ingle’s
baton, the Jazz Band has grown in strength
over the last two years and completely
changed its repertoire from trad jazz to a
more contemporary style.  The Swing
Band, with its more traditional big band
repertoire, toured Grenada during the
summer holidays, delighting tourist
audiences in five different venues, playing
at Westmorland Girls’ School Graduation
Prom, and joining forces with the island’s
Ministry of Culture to host a workshop at
the state-run Grenada Boys’ Secondary
School where Shirburnians coached local
pupils who had not previously had the
benefit of structured instrumental tuition.
Two appearances on ‘Good Morning
Grenada’ ensured maximum publicity for
the concerts and, improvising on I Got

Rhythm, William Leith (b) replaced the
‘Good Morning Grenada’ theme tune with
a fade-out performance taking the show off
air.  According to ‘Caribbean Compass’, an
island publication, the band also raised
5,000 euros for the Queen Elizabeth
Children’s Home.

Two new competitions allowed
Shirburnians to perform in adjudicated
masterclass-style events in the Old Music
School Recital Room and to compete
against one another. The Patrick Shelley
Music Competition, now in its second year,
was won by George Chattey (f) with a
stunning performance on the flute.  The
Halliday Music Competition, named after
the music-loving Charles Halliday (g 1911-
1914) who was killed in action at Ypres in 
1917, provided an opportunity for
instrumentalists of all standards to take
part in a Sunday competition: adjudicated
by Philip Fowke, international pianist and 

tutor at Trinity College London.  The
winner was Edward Hughes (e), whose
playing of Mendelssohn’s Organ Sonata 
No 3 particularly impressed the
adjudicator.  On a national scale, the newly
formed Scholars’ Brass Quartet, set up by
new Head of Brass Andrew Fawbert, the
Saxophone Quartet and the Wind Quintet,
took part in the Pro Corda Chamber Music
competition and reached the semi-finals.

RocSoc has had a slightly quieter year in
terms of numbers involved, but certainly
not in terms of musical quality.  ‘Concert in
the Courts’ attracted an audience of over
1,000 with Apex, the Upper Sixth band who
also performed in the Plume of Feathers
(host of Sherborne Jazz Club) on the Friday
evening of Commem: James Boughton (a),
Josh Turner (a), James Weston (c), Tim
Dawkins (a) and Anthony Pollen (m)
brought the crowds in.

The School currently has much reason to
be proud about its singing. The Choir has
recorded a CD, as yet incomplete, but
which will be representative of the twice
weekly choral singing in the Abbey – the
staple diet of the Choir’s repertoire – with
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in D by
Howells and music by OS David Bednall (a
97).  A Training Choir has also this year
been formed to cater for those who would
like to sing in the Choir, but who cannot
yet join as the stalls are full.

Last, but not least, in May Shirburnian
musicians entertained The Music Masters
and Mistresses Association, consisting of
some 160 delegates, which last came to
Sherborne in 1980.  The joint Choral
Evensong with Sherborne Girls in the
Abbey on the Saturday afternoon provided
a magical act of worship, the Jazz Band
wowed delegates and their guests as they

arrived for dinner, and the Symphony
Orchestra played magnificently in a
masterclass led by Richard Dickins,
conductor of the Symphony Orchestra of
Imperial College, London.  

Much pleasure and production experience
continues to be derived from the
Recording Studio and, thanks to the
generous gift of an OS, the quality of
pianos available for concert use and
private practice continues to improve.
The new building will take all of this a
stage further and Sherborne’s music will
move confidently into an even more
exciting new era. �

JAMES HENDERSON, 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC (m 84)

T H E  S C H O O L  Y E A R  I N  R E T R O S P E C T
A R T

Avisionary year of exhibitions in the
Oliver Holt Gallery started last
September with work by current

members of staff, including Clare Gomm’s
extravagant Chaucerian romances and Kara
Higgin’s obsessively worked drawings.
Visionaryness really got underway with
Fernando Velazquez’ throbbing dark
canvases brought together in a torrential
collection of paintings in bitumen and gold.
Later in the year Sam St Leger brought his
meticulous scalpel drawn paintings and his
thunderous rock band ‘Monkey Island’ into
the gallery space, pinning the audience to
the opposite wall and sending their minds
roaming in a lonely landscape strangely
reminiscent of the work of British war artist
Eric Ravilious (1903-1942).

Students from the Art School were pleased
to win, through their eloquent discourse, the
Roche Court articulation prize with a
theatrical presentation by Johnny de la

Moriniere (f 08) of Rollo Skinner’s (m 08)
affecting analysis of John Cage’s 4’33’.  This
was one of many collaborative works that
grew from the students’ visual research
practices and made for opportunities to
take work away from the art studios to other
parts of the School. Memorable art works of
the year included Ed Grissell’s (m) portable

camera obscura sited in an old caravan,
following in the spirit of pioneers of the
photographic process such as Charles Kerry
(1857-1928) who worked from a mobile
studio. Seen around the School in May and
June, the caravan caused some controversy
in the sensitive heritage location. The
sculptural influence caught the imagination 

of James Porter (a) and encouraged him to
produce a fountain influenced by Bellini but
made from papier-mâché!  Part ‘Centre
Pompidou’ and part ‘Little Shop of
Horrors’.  Nicholas Holding-Parsons (g)
produced real stone carvings made from
hamstone from the quarry at Ham Hill. Luc
Guralp (m) published the intimate contents
of his friend’s wallets on the exterior walls
of the Art School.  In short a period of
tough creative decisions and solutions set
against long traditions.

It has been inspiring for everyone in the Art
School to work with Michael Brimble, Artist
in Residence, and to see new paths to
vindicate Rauschenburg’s belief that, ‘it is
impossible to have progress without
conscience.’ In our own tradition at
Sherborne the making of art always takes
place through dialogue, consideration and
an empathy with the glorious, generous
and liberating traditions of creative men

and women. Rauschenburg’s friend John
Cage once said, ‘Beauty is now underfoot
wherever we take the trouble to look’. 
His message was that in the modern 
bombardment of images everything,
including junk, can be an art aspiring to be
beautiful, but young artists must be even
more attentive and sensitive to seek these
potential poetic occasions even in the
twilight of the consumer glut of the last
century. In this spirit Rauschenburg once
made a nice comment that reminds me of
the need for empathy and charity in our
approach to art,  ‘I really feel sorry for
people who think things like soap dishes or
mirrors or Coke bottles are ugly because
they’re surrounded by things like that all
day long, and it must make them
miserable.’ We hope that a relentless
pleasure in things and in stuff is passed
down to members of the School through
the example of art. �

ANDREW STOOKE, DIRECTOR OF ART

v
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D R A M A

Lyon House chose The Lieutenant of
Inishmore, by Martin McDonagh, as
their House play – a black comedy

about the death of the adored pet cat of
an INLA fanatic and the antics of Davey
(Hubert Mainwaring-Burton) and Donny (Ed
White) to try to cover it up.  Paul Carling
directed this political satire which
challenges the glamorisation of violence
that inflicted generations of misery on the
people of Northern Ireland. The talented
cast coped well with the demands of
Northern Irish accents and impressed with
their wonderful comic timing.

The director in residence, Bart Lee, chose
two one-act plays for the Lent Term main
School production. Bang, Bang, You’re
Dead, by William Mastrosimone, was a

wonderful ensemble piece which
effectively used torchlight and choral
speaking to portray the isolation and
torment of a paranoid teenager.  An
Actor’s Nightmare, by Christopher Durant,
followed the journey of George, an
accountant, who finds himself as an actor
on stage in a play in which he knows
neither the lines nor the plot. The
accomplished Sixth Form cast performed
with great energy and pace, and were
deservedly well received later in the
summer at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.
At Commemoration, Bart Lee wrote and
directed the Junior Production 1066. He
managed to recreate the dramatic events
leading up to and including the famous
Battle of Hastings on the Fifth Form Green.
The enthusiastic cast was led impressively

by Charlie Dennis (e) (King Harold) and
Alistair Hughes (e) (William the Conqueror).

At the beginning of the Trinity term we
were treated to a wonderful Sixth Form
Production of Elling, adapted by Simon
Bent. The story tells us of two room mates
struggling to survive in the outside world
after being released from a state
institution.  Rollo Skinner (m 08) and Hugo
Lynch (c 08) beautifully portrayed the
charming relationship of these unlikely
friends with humour and sensitivity.

Abbeylands changed the mood completely
with their production of South Pacific,
presented within an incredible four week
rehearsal slot.  Mark Waldron and Jamie 
Henderson directed a large cast who

entertained the audience with their
renditions of popular songs, most notably
the hilarious ‘There is Nothing Like a
Dame’ and ‘Honey Bun’.

Paul Carling found himself in the director’s
chair again for the School House play,
Miracle in Rwanda by Leslie Lewis Sword.
This true story followed the survival of
Immaculée Ilibagiza in the Rwandan
genocide of 1994.  Ludo Hughes gave an
incredibly mature performance as
Immaculée displaying a stillness and focus
that was at once both moving and
convincing. �

EMMA ROBINSON, HEAD OF DRAMA

Emma Robinson’s debut as the new Head
of Drama was a stunning production of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream.  Set against
the historical backdrop of Regency
England, a talented cast captured
beautifully the two worlds of the Court and
the forest. The challenge with this play is
how much one chooses to interpret the
drama as a dream or a nightmare. On a
striking and versatile set (designed
professionally by Mark Friend),
Shakespeare’s verse was interpreted with
freshness and clarity as the lives of
Athenian youths, regal fairies and coarse 

‘mechanicals’ unfolded in this tale of
magic, love and passion in a dark and
thrilling wood. As ever, Margaret
Cracknell’s tailor-made costumes were
sumptuously appropriate.  Ludo Hughes (a)
and Hubert Mainwaring-Burton (g) caught
the eye impressively as Oberon and Puck,
whilst George Day (f) captured both the
endearing vulnerability and bumptious
comedy of Bottom. The ensemble acting
was immensely strong. On this evidence, it
is clear that Sherborne Drama is entering
into a new and exciting phase.

D E S I G N  a n d
T E C H N O L O G Y

This year, changes in the School’s
timetable and the implementation
of new specifications have allowed

us to create innovative projects in order to
achieve the aims of the latest curriculum. 

It became clear that computer-controlled
machinery needed to be introduced to the
department.  I travelled to Birmingham to
spend a day talking to schools who have
already integrated this technology into
their curriculum so that we could make an
informed choice as to which machinery
would be the most suitable.   The first task
that the new computer-controlled laser
had to perform was to engrave a sign for

the new ‘Upper’ in Rwanda! (See page 20)

With the success of our
prep school activities and

the technology days, we
opened the department to

the local Abbey Primary
School and the Area 5 prep

schools.  With the Abbey School 

pupils, we ran weekly sessions for twelve of
their more gifted and talented pupils (the G&T
Club) and were often joined by eager parents.
It was wonderful for us to have the chance to
stretch these keen boys and girls.

In the Lent Term the Fifth Form, who had been
particularly adventurous with their design ideas,
exhibited their work at a well-attended private
view in the Oliver Holt Gallery, to which their
parents and the School community were
invited. 

With the department’s involvement in
curriculum issues, new specification
implementation, ‘Acquaint’ days for new pupils,
Sherborne@Work days for prospective pupils,
Prep School liaison and project support, the
Abbey Primary ‘G&T’ club and running activities
for all our pupils across the weekday and
weekends, there has not been much time for
any dust that escapes our extraction system, to
settle on the comprehensive machinery and
facilities that the School has provided over the
past five years. �

PETER CHILLINGWORTH, 
HEAD OF DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
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A T H L E T I C S

It has been a very positive year for
Athletics at Sherborne.  One of the
highlights was the exceptional

commitment shown by those athletes who
attended the Millfield fixture where we
managed to field teams in the Third,
Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Form age groups. 

The completion of our new tartan javelin
run-up has helped considerably.  I have
similar high hopes for our high jump
training once the new tartan fan is
completed. If we are to continue to
compete with athletes of the calibre of our
current opponents, however, we need to
continue this development of facilities and
will ultimately need to provide tartan
surfaces for all our events, indeed a tartan
track is essential if any are to achieve their
full potential.

As well as a number of solid team
performances in school fixtures, 13 boys
were selected to represent North Dorset at
the County Championships. From these,
Will Sutton (m) and Jack Nott-Bower (c)
were selected to represent Dorset at the
South West Championships in Exeter.

I would like to thank all the coaches and
boys who have made my first year in
charge of Athletics run so smoothly. The
number of boys opting for this sport has
increased in the Trinity Term and the years
currently coming up through the School
indicate that the future looks bright for
athletics at Sherborne. �

CLAIRE PEMBERTON

The appalling weather this summer
reduced the number of matches
played by all the teams. It also

highlighted the need for all weather
practice facilities. 

The re-laying of The Upper square has
provided competitive wickets with ‘bounce
and carry’. The Upper has regained County
Cricket status with Dorset CCC playing two
championship matches there this summer.
Fourteen all-weather nets are being
constructed. The aim is to purchase new
bowling machines for each of the three
designated practice areas, so that all
teams will have this equipment available
for their allocated practice slot. These
practice facilities will help to improve the
standard of Sherborne cricket.

The 1st XI played 18 matches of which 
8 were won, 8 lost, 2 drawn, with 6
abandoned.

The results have been a little disappointing
for the 1st XI, but with ten players in last
year’s team having left the School, it was a
re-building process this year.  Over 18 boys
played 1st XI cricket throughout the
season; six of those were Fourth Formers.
Robin Irving (d) was an excellent captain of
this young and inexperienced team. 

The highlight of the season was getting
through the group stages of the National
Twenty/20 by beating King Edward’s
Southampton, Lord Wandsworth College,
and Bradfield, but eventually losing to
King’s Taunton in the last 16 play off.  The
Junior Colts ‘A’ won the Dorset Cup and
then lost to Millfield in the West of
England play off. The Mini Colts lost in 
the semi final of the Dorset Cup. As I
mentioned earlier, six boys from that team
have had an introduction to 1st XI and will
be pushing the senior boys hard for a
place this summer. �

C R I C K E T

C R O S S - C O U N T R Y

Cross-country continues to be a
popular sport in both the
Michaelmas and Lent Terms. 

The Senior VIII ran aggressively, winning
all their matches including the County
Championships. The Junior VIII often
included a team of only six with all
runners having to count in the score.  I
hope that more juniors can be
persuaded to take up this sport over the
coming years – it is important for our

long term success. That said, there were
some impressive runs, in particular the
retention of the Sherborne Trophy.  Two
boys should be mentioned by name:
Fergus Kirkland (g) and Hugh Knudsen
(g) who represented the School at
county and national level.  It is
appropriate to mention that Bernard
Holiday stepped down as master-in-
charge of cross-country this year – his
contribution to the sport has been huge,
and we are all very grateful to him. �

JOHN STOREY

F I V E S

The one thing that I can say about
the 2007-08 season is that we all
enjoyed it, the boys improved,

but the results were very disappointing.
Why?  We have been very strong for
several years and there comes a time
when there simply are not the ‘good ball
players’ playing fives.  Also, the
introduction of soccer to the Third Form
sports’ option has made life very difficult.  

The results in School matches were poor
with only a tie against a weakened
Blundell’s IV bringing the one success.
At junior level there were victories
against Blundell’s and Kelly College.
Unfortunately, the School did not
participate in the National
Championships for the first time in many
years.  The standard of the players was
simply not good enough.  

The School hosted the West of England
Open Schools Championships in
January, a venue which is one of the best
in the country as well as one of the most
enjoyable to attend. 

The dedication to the game and the
enjoyment it produces for all has
prompted me to continue for one final
year – 36 years in charge! �

MIKE CLEAVER

G O L F

Fourteen matches have been played
this year with the School winning
six, halving two and losing six.  

Once again the School has not always
been able to put out its strongest side,
even at the West of England Schools’ at
Burnham and Berrow Golf Club.  Morale
has been high and some excellent golf
has been played, with the highlights
being the two halved matches against
Canford – both secured by Canford with
a chip in at the 18th there and a long
birdie putt at Sherborne.  My one wish
for 2008-09 is to defeat Canford,
something that I have never achieved
while running golf! 

Finally I am glad to report that the
School will be entering more
competitions next year, under the
auspices of the newly formed
Independent Schools Golf Association.
The School has to win four rounds to
play at St Andrews – the first round is
against Millfield Girls!! �

MIKE CLEAVER
ROB HILL

S H O O T I N G

Shooting as a competitive activity has
largely died.  This is not as a result of
a lack of staff or staff enthusiasm, but

rather a knock-on from changes to the
shape of the day.  What is required is an
opportunity for a group of about 8 – 12
boys to meet for about two hours per week
so that we can raise a competitive team for
the postal competitions.  The current ad
hoc way in which a boy shoots for a term
and is then reassigned to another activity
is not a means of developing competitive
shooting.

We have now introduced a competitive
approach internally to encourage the boys
and we will see if this produces a more
positive outcome. �

CHRIS HAMON

S O C C E R

We had great expectations of the first
team this year largely because most
of them had represented the School

last year at the same level.  But the results
were disappointing. Against Marlborough the
XI started with a respectable 3-0 victory. They
then beat Warminster, but lost to Clifton and
to King’s Taunton, and to a very talented
Reading side before starting to pull the season
together with a good draw against Millfield 0-0
and an excellent 3-3 draw with Radley.  

The U16 teams reflected the same pattern as
the 1sts, the U15s won their opening four
games and then proceeded to lose the
remainder.  The U14s gained three victories,
then lost creditably to Millfield. �

STEPHEN CLAYTON

R I D I N G

Riding continues to flourish as a minor sport here at
Sherborne. Each week, a keen group of riders have
lessons at Pippin Equestrian Centre in Gillingham,

under the supervision of Helen Barton-Smith, a top local
rider and trainer. The equestrian centre can cater for all
abilities of riders, and the Sherborne riders ended up in
three separate groups according to their ability. 

Recent successes include Rollo Skinner (m 08) who came seventh in his section in the
National Inter-Schools One Day Event Championships and Luke Lambert (d) who came fifth
in the recent Inter-Schools Show Jumping competition. �

LINDSEY MILLAR

112TH ANNUAL RECORD

P O L O

Last year saw the biggest change in
Polo at Sherborne since it started.
Roger Horne, who brought the idea

of introducing the sport to the School,
organised matches, coached the boys and
liaised with parents, decided it was time to
move on as his second son had left
Sherborne.  As luck would have it we had
already been availing ourselves of the new
facilities at Vaux Park Polo Club at
Wigborough.  Tim Vaux was happy for the
School to make this the home ground. Tim
was also willing to take over coaching the
boys, plus livery and transport of the
majority of the ponies.

Polo is like no other sport in terms of the
commitment required from parents.
Several players live in Spain and ponies are 
flown over to the UK each year for the boys
to be able to compete for the School.  

Other parents spend much of their lives
transporting, exercising and preparing
ponies.  The Third Annual Polo Dinner was
held in the OSR in May and this provided
parents with the opportunity to thank
Roger Horne for all his hard work. �

JULIA SKIPPEN

S P O R T
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S Q U A S H

Nicholas Batchelor (f 08) was chosen
as captain for the first team and
played as number one seed. Theo

Cooke (f) played an important rôle at
number two and, despite his match play
inexperience, did an admirable job and will
hopefully lead Sherborne squash in future
years. Jamie Payne completed the
Abbeylands trio: just three of the many fine
players the House has produced over the
past five years of Richard Bool’s reign as
Housemaster. Elsewhere in the team Tom
Gowan (m) and Will Cunliffe (m) slotted in
and continued to show rapid improvement
throughout the year. Dominic Scaglioni (g)
also made some appearances and a lot
is expected of him over the next four
years. Milo Corke (d) played a steady and
consistent rôle at the bottom end of
the team.

The season started with a convincing win
against Blundell’s, with every player in the 
first team managing a victory. The next
match against Bryanston was tougher, with
the team losing 5-0. This setback stirred the
team to greater efforts and provided the
motivation needed for a sterling comeback
several months later when a narrow 3-2 loss
(against Bryanston again) showed increased
commitment and improvement by every
player. The Millfield second team were
beaten convincingly.  This led to to the
Roehampton Competition in London.
Unfortunately Sherborne were rather
overshadowed by some very strong schools
like Harrow, Eton and Radley. In the plate
competition, we had an inspired 5-0 victory
against Dulwich (Sherborne’s first ever win
in the competition). We then lost in the
semi-final against St Paul’s. Nonetheless
this sort of experience is vital for
Sherborne’s squash future prospects. �

GARY SHACKLE

H O C K E Y

We have used the recently
refurbished Upper Astro pitch
for training in the Michaelmas

Term and all the feedback has been very
positive.  This facility will allow boys to
spend more practice time on Astro turf,
which can only be a good thing for the
future of Hockey at Sherborne.

The School has excellent links with Yeovil
and Sherborne Hockey Club with a
number of staff playing for the club and
an increasing number of non-rugby
playing boys playing club hockey on
Saturdays, and attending club training run
by Rob Hill on Wednesday evenings.  

The 1st X1 played an excellent attacking
style of hockey, winning 9, losing 4 and
drawing 3, and scored some fantastic
team goals. They could have finished with
an even more impressive record had they
converted their chances in the three
drawn games against Canford, Bryanston
and Taunton. Sherborne were never
outclassed; only Millfield being the
exception. Beanie Isles (g 08) led the team
well, and was ably supported in midfield
by Jeremy MacIver (b 08), and in defence
by George Berthon (a 08), who completed
four years in the 1st XI.  

We currently have two boys involved in
the West of England squads and I
anticipate more boys than ever playing
representative county hockey this coming
year. �

ROB HILL

S A I L I N G

The team was rather young and
inexperienced. Where we lost races,
it was not due to poor sailing or

boat speed but inexperience against
stronger, more tactical, sides.  For the first
time in a number of years we raced against
Bryanston and Wellington College. 30 boys
attended Itchenor Schools’ Week in July.
The School ‘420’, with Will Gibbon (m) and
Harry Saunders (a), came a creditable 6th
out of 17 boats, the best we have managed
in years.

In addition to sailing at Poole, there was
the ever-popular Old Boys’ weekend and 
a trip to the Boat Show.  It is worth
mentioning that Gordon Whitley (e 08)
sailed with Ellen McArthur in the Round the
Island Race.  Though their bid was
unsuccessful, the School should be proud
that one of its recent pupils should be
sailing with such an eminent sailor �

CHRIS HAMON

B A S K E T B A L L

The basketball club fielded two teams this year.  A strong 1st team played nine matches and won five, and a smaller U16 team played
two matches, losing both.  The fixtures were against established basketball schools, mostly independent boarding schools, including
Marlborough, Winchester and Taunton.  The team developed extremely well with Lok Chiu (b 08) playing several games for the

‘Yeovil Jets’. Basketball continued to run as a games option in the Lent Term, with pre-season training taking place once per week in the
Michaelmas Term, with a couple of pre-season matches just before Christmas. �

BEN RYDER

T E N N I S

Thanks to a talented crop of young
players, this sport is enjoying a
period of considerable success at

the moment. Last summer the 1st VI
fought through to the third round of the
(National) Glanvill Cup, when they were
well-beaten by Richard Huish School.
Their coach was sufficiently impressed by
our players that he has invited us to
some training sessions over the winter.
This is an opportunity not to be missed
and will give our players valuable
experience of playing with some of the
cream of British youth tennis.  The 1st VI
only lost to Millfield in school matches
and won altogether eight fixtures, twice
as many as last year. Other year groups
were equally successful with two thirds of
matches being won.  The Mini Colts won 
all their six fixtures and won the Dorset B
league, in which they were competing

against players a year older than them. It
is clear, therefore, that we have overtaken
the likes of Bryanston, Canford and King’s
Taunton. Again, I must stress the central
rôle that our tennis professional Jeremy
Priddle has played in the continued and
rapid progress. He has raised the bar
and, as a result, the expectations of the
players have been heightened. �

JEREMY WADHAM

R U G B Y  1 s t X V
Played 13 Won 9 Lost 4

The 1st XV recorded their best season
in recent times following on from a
most successful pre-season tour to

South Africa in the summer. It was clear
from the early season matches that the
emphasis placed on improved conditioning
and fitness levels would pay dividends, as
the XV often took to the pitch looking more
powerful and stronger than their
opponents.

A pre-season victory against Mill Hill 28-8
was full of free flowing back play and good
support play from the forwards. This was
followed by a comfortable 17-6 win away at
Bishop’s Wordsworth. Against Radley on
The Upper the forwards got the upper
hand and a strong scrummaging
performance led to a 23-17 final score
which was more comfortable than it looked.
In the fourth game of the season against
Canford we were completely outplayed in
the first half and the XV found themselves
13-5 down at half-time but a strong second
half revival comprising two well worked
tries and some stout defending including
the try-line tackle of the season by loose-
head prop Ed Scott-Bowden (f), allowed

Sherborne their fourth straight victory
eventually running out 20-13 victors.

The team put in a spirited performance
against Wellington College and with 20
minutes to go were in contention at 12-5
down but, alas, Wellington, inspired by
their outstanding full-back, scored three
late tries to run out victors by 38-5. Two
home games at fortress The Upper saw
Clifton dispatched 25-7 and the highly
regarded King’s Taunton 29-5. At
Marlborough the XV put in their most
disappointing performance of the season
to go down 19-6.  Bryanston away, with its
host of imported Sixth Formers on rugby
scholarships, was always bound to be a
tough game, but the Sherborne team
played with great heart. 17-0 down at half-
time, an excellent second half performance
saw Sherborne reduce the deficit to 17-5.
The side ran in 12 tries against Blundell’s on
The Upper to record their largest victory in
the history of Shirburnian rugby with a
resounding 78-0 win played in front of a
large and appreciative audience. The XV
then continued their rich vein of form with a
41-0 rout of King’s Bruton.

At Millfield, Sherborne fought hard against
a very talented side but a 55-6 defeat
showed the gulf between Millfield and all
the teams they have played this season.
The final game of the season saw a revival
of the traditional Downside fixture.
Sherborne proved much too powerful in all
areas and a 51-0 victory at Downside
capped a fine season by the team. 

Nick Holding-Parsons (g) captained the
team superbly throughout the season and
was ably assisted by Hugh Willis (b), his
back-row partner and Oli Crosthwaite-Eyre
(d). Ian Williams (f) and Ed Scott-Bowden (f)
provided some steel in the front-row while
L6th formers Alex Cochrane-Dyet (b) and
Fergus Taylor (c), Oli Mottram (c) and Oli
Farrer (c) are players to watch out for next
season. Scrum-half Piers Jackson (d),
outside backs Jack Nott-Bower (c), Hugh
Carrow (b) and George Day-Robinson (f) will
all also be back next season when the
outlook for Sherborne rugby certainly looks
promising. �

GAVIN MOFFAT



T H E  C H A P L A I N C Y

This year we have had no fewer than
fifteen visiting speakers at our
School services and the breadth and

variety of addresses have greatly enhanced
our worship.  The Abbey Services are
always enriched by the presence of the
choir and the Wednesday Services for the
whole School are a lot shorter and
streamlined.

The arrival of Mr James Clark as Assistant
Chaplain has helped enormously.  Areas
such as provision for boys of other faiths,
house visits, peer-mentoring and further
development of Junior Chapel and
Confirmation will all be strengthened by
James’ experience and expertise.

To date, we have just over sixty boys
preparing for Confirmation in January.
Attendance at the voluntary services
remains high and both Friday Eucharist and
the House Eucharists are very popular.

In the Lent Term we hosted the ‘Lent Focus
Week’ that aims to develop and nurture
faith.  This was undertaken through various

initiatives such as a sportsmen’s breakfast,
a guest night dinner, a chip-supper with
the Friars of Hilfield and a series of
Compline reflections.

Pastoral concerns continue to surface and
it is a privilege (with James Clark) to listen,
guide and encourage boys and staff where
possible.  The presence of Mrs Morna
Spence, the School Counsellor, has been
invaluable for the more complex and
difficult pastoral cases - she has been a
huge asset.

With James Clark’s arrival, House visitation
can now operate twice weekly.  A thorough
‘pastoral walkabout’ culminating in a
voluntary House Eucharist or Compline
helps enormously in overseeing the
pastoral welfare of the boys ‘in their home’
and continues to be a vital part of our
work.

Our charitable endeavours go from
strength to strength.  Each House has
adopted a charity of their choice.  We
raised just under £30,000 for our charity

links last year and the climax of our
charitable thrust was our Rwandan visit in
October.  The boys have raised £20,000 for
REACH and the
official opening of
‘The Upper,
Sherborne’ in Rwanda
was a hugely proud
moment for us all.
Eighteen boys and
five staff went to
Rwanda where
bricklaying, visiting
orphans, conducting a
Eucharist and playing
our instruments
formed part of our
week.  This trip to
Rwanda will form an
article in the Daily
Telegraph’s Saturday magazine some time
in the New Year. (See page 20)

In all our endeavours we hope to extend
faith, offer hope and demonstrate love.
‘These three will always remain but the
greatest of these is love.’ �

REVD STEPHEN GRAY, CHAPLAIN

Kids Company, which is the exclusive user of
Sherborne House in Bermondsey, has had
another very successful year. It secured a

government grant of more than £12 million to work
with 400 of the most vulnerable young people, and
has undertaken a number of projects and new
ventures that have made real differences to the
lives of disadvantaged young people in London. In
total Kids Company directly looks after more than
1,000 children on site and reaches out to up to
11,000 further children through work in various
inner-London schools. 

Sherborne House is one of two centres that Kids
Company uses for most of its activities, and is the
base for the Urban Academy, an educational
institute for young people aged 16 and over.
Courses offered include arts, fashion, business,
literacy, numeracy and music. The Academy
provides an education for young people whose
behavioural difficulties are such that they have
been totally excluded from mainstream education.
The Sherborne House Trust’s main priority is to
ensure the maintenance and good order of the
building in Bermondsey, and to this end Nick Ware
(e 85) has joined the committee to provide advice

on effectively managing the building. There have
been a number of important issues to consider this
year as a block of flats is being built next door to
Sherborne House, and Nick’s expertise in
negotiating with the developers has been
invaluable. 

In addition, thanks to the continuing generosity of
those Old Shirburnians who support its work
through regular donations and legacies, the Trust
has been able to further improve the building and
to offer other support to Kids Company, for
example supporting the music course at the Urban
Academy and Kids Company’s annual Christmas
party and present-giving. The Trust also continues
to encourage links between Kids Company and
both Sherborne School and Sherborne Girls.
Richard Ambrose, the staff representative on the
Sherborne House committee, has worked hard to
develop these links.  Recently, Jacqui Baker has
coordinated close links between Sherborne Girls
and Kids Company. The Trustees hope that this
work can be built on, and are actively considering
new opportunities for Sherborne House to help
underprivileged young people in London. �

JAMES NURTON (m 92)

www.kidsco.org.uk

S H E R B O R N E  H O U S E  -  B E R M O N D S E Y

S T E V E N  L A W N  M E M O R I A L  L E C T U R E

Steven Lawn was in the Digby from 1987-1991 and was working in his office in the World Trade
Centre when the planes struck on 9/11. Sir Jeremy Greenstock – father of Nick Greenstock (c, 92)
- was the guest speaker at this year’s Memorial Lecture. Sir Jeremy was UK Permanent

Representative to the United Nations in New York, a post he held at the time of the destruction of the
Twin Towers in 2001.  He succeeded Sir John Weston (h 56).  He was also UK Special Representative in
Iraq.

Previous Steven Lawn Memorial speakers have been General Patrick Cordingley, Lord Douglas Hurd,
Terry Waite, Camila Batmanghelidjh and Lord Butler. �

C A R E E R S

As a result of the commitment of its
personnel and support from the
Governors and the Senior Team

over many years, Sherborne’s Careers
Department has become the envy of many
schools, particularly in the area of Higher
Education advice. We feel that our service
to Shirburnians is enhanced rather than
compromised by the development of
‘outreach’ work, which during the last year
has included a closer relationship with the
Gryphon School in Sherborne, as a result
of which we have improved our knowledge
of non-university training options for A
Level leavers.

On a national level our research has had an
impact on university admissions tutors’ 

thinking about the ‘exchange rate’
between offers to university applicants
based on A Level grades and those based
on International Baccalaureate Diploma
points. As I write, our first cohort of IB
applicants is receiving its first offers, some
of which reflect the high standing of this
qualification with admissions tutors.

Michaelmas Term is particularly busy for us:
not only do we have the Upper Sixth Form
submitting their university applications; we
also interview individually all the Fifth Form
and Lower Sixth Form boys. With the latter
we point to the files of OS responses to
our annual surveys as our most important
source of information about the current
situation in universities. In particular, we 

highlight the sometimes vast differences in
the size and frequency of tutorial groups in
different departments within the same
university. I feel that universities should
give a clearer indication to prospective
applicants about what they should expect.
We are very grateful to all OS who give us
this valuable feedback.

We are at the same time continuing to
expand our horizons by visiting a wide
variety of universities, including campuses
off the Shirburnian-beaten track. It is not
our job to tell boys where to go, but, as
a result of my visits to Belfast, Glasgow
and Liverpool this year, I feel in a much
better position to speak about the
universities in cities which are apt to be

unfairly stereotyped. In terms of the
number of university offers received, the
2007-8 Upper Sixth Form fared well, in
spite of the fact that entry to Bristol,
Durham, Edinburgh and St. Andrew’s, as
well as Oxford and Cambridge, is
becoming increasingly competitive.
However, I am concerned about ‘peer
group drift’. I cannot remember another
instance when over a third of the
applicants from Sherborne placed just
three universities (Exeter, Leeds and
Newcastle) as their first choice. The fact
that these applicants were significantly less
successful in achieving the grades of their
offers than the rest of the year group
suggests to me that social rather than
academic reasons determined the choice

for many and that they lacked the
academic focus of others.

The Careers Convention in March and the
Higher Education Forum in May were key
events for us, and we benefited from the
vast range of experience of the many Old
Shirburnians who kindly took part. Nick
Fox’s (c 80) cleverly packaged advice in the
closing session of the Careers Convention
made a big impression: ‘From now on you
must have an opinion on everything’.

Within the Department, the appointment
of Kim Dunning as Careers Secretary has
had a welcome and decisive impact,
allowing Fiona Harrall to concentrate more
fully on her guidance rôle. Another positive

development has been our symbiotic
relationship with Don Cameron, Head of
Sixth Form, who has an unrivalled
knowledge of individual boys. Our thanks
also to Roger Gibson who retired in 2008
after several years back in the Department.
He was the epitome of reliable, caring
professionalism. �

PHILIP ROGERSON
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V A L E T E
The following members of staff left at the
end of the Trinity Term:

Roger Gibson to retirement
Richard Bool to Ardingly College
Heather Savile to Gordonstoun School
Mike Wade to Shrewsbury School

LIVING THE DREAM

Charles York Miller (f 86) runs a
real estate business in Jarnac, the
home of Courvoisier in the heart
of Cognac country (the sunniest region in France
after the Côte d’Azur). 

If any Old Shirburnians are considering either a
permanent move to the Charente or buying a
holiday home here, please contact Charles to find
out how he can help with the entire process.
Accommodation etc., can be arranged for house-
hunting trips.

E. charles@charente-immobilier.com
W. www.charente-immobilier.com

ADVENTUROUS APPETITES LTD

Jock Fraser (c 94) runs a tourist service in
Madrid taking people off the tourist track
to experience the authentic ‘Madrileño’
ambience. Adventurous Appetites will
take you to sample traditional Spanish
cuisine in some of the hidden corners of central
Madrid, helping with language difficulties,
advising on local specialities and imparting
interesting local facts about the tradition, history
and myths of Madrid. 

T. 0034 639 331 073 
E. tours@adventurousappetites.com
W. www.adventurousappetites.com

PETER CRAFT - TOASTMASTER

Peter, (b 53), Fellow of The National
Association of Toastmasters, has
gained an excellent reputation not
only for his warm personality and
wide experience but for his
professionalism. No matter what the
occasion is, his main objective is to
ensure it runs smoothly and on time with all
announcements as required. Strong liaison  with
all key personnel and keeping everyone
informed are all part of Peter’s natural ability to
help make any event a memorable occasion.

T. 01963 370604
E. petercraft@btinternet.com

CAROLINE HARDEN
Family History Research

A wonderful present
– Caroline Harden
has both the
experience and the
software to compile
your family tree.  If
you would like
further details, please
do not hesitate to contact her on:

T. 01300 345275
E. caroline.harden@btopenworld.com 

JEREMY PEEL-YATES (m 71)

His franchise company TLC is looking for
beauty salons and health spas that might be
interested in getting involved in the well-being
and weight-loss market.  Please contact Jeremy
to find out more about becoming an
authorised TLC centre. 

E jeremy@tansunlimited.plus.com  
T. 0560 113 0302

F O U N D A T I O N

I remain grateful to so many of you for
being such loyal supporters of the
Foundation, either as donors,

volunteers, or in many cases both.  I have
set out below what the Foundation has
achieved during this last year, and also our
plans for 2009.

2008 has been dominated by fundraising
for the New Music School.  I hope by the
time you read this that the fundraising will
be nearing completion but, as of late
November, we are still seeking to raise the
remaining £64,000 and have a few ‘naming’
opportunities left for anybody wishing to
give.  It is hoped that the construction of
the Music School will begin in early 2009.

Looking forward to next year, the
Foundation will be approaching you to
support two major areas of the School and
a few additional small projects as well. 

The main campaign in 2009 will focus on
bursaries, with the aim of increasing and
improving the provision of these at the
School. A working group is currently being
formed, and by April we will be outlining
the types of bursaries for which we are
looking to gain your support.  This is a
continuation of the strong support we have
given to the provision of bursaries since
our creation in 1998, and is outlined in this
year’s Foundation Annual Report. 

Our second major area of fundraising in
2009 will concentrate on sport,
implementing the strategy put forward by
Paul Miles, the new Director of Sport.  

The Foundation has already created a
Sports Working Group, which is drawing on
the expertise of OS and parents with a
close interest in, or working in, sport. One
result has been to launch a coaching and
elite sportsmen’s development fund.  This
will help provide expert coaching in many
of the sports that the School offers, and
enable the talented sportsmen to develop
to the best of their ability. The fund will
also help to enhance the sports tours
programme over the next two years. We
very much encourage sporting OS to help
us achieve the initial target of £73,000 for
this ground-breaking project.

Finally, we are looking to assist a few
smaller projects such as the chaplaincy and
the scientific areas of the School, more of
which next year.

All of this is only possible with your
generous help. In 2008, you very kindly
contributed to the travel and tour bursary
fund, the New Music School, 14 all weather
cricket nets with six bowling machines, an
A Level politics study tour to the US (thank
you to American Friends of Sherborne for
this).  Many of you have also supported the
School through legacy pledges and
membership of the Bow Society.  I hope
that you will find these new projects as
exciting as they are important for the
School.  Thank you again. �

ADRIAN BALLARD, HEAD OF THE FOUNDATION

S C H O O L
D E V E L O P M E N T

Our major project this year has been
the planning of the New Music
School, which will be built on a plot

between the current Music School and the
dining hall. Our architects, ORMS, have
produced an exciting design which will
include a recital hall, recording studio,
classrooms and a variety of teaching and
practice rooms. We have now received
planning permission and hope to start
building in early 2009 for completion in the
spring of 2010.  This wonderful project has
been made possible through the great
generosity of donors to the Sherborne
Foundation, and is the first step towards a
revitalisation of the area of the School to
the north and west of the Sports Hall.

Otherwise the focus has been on the
boarding houses.  The refurbishment
programme has been accelerated, and
work took place in Lyon, Abbey,
Abbeylands and The Green in the summer
of 2008.  We are gradually tackling the size
of the dormitories in each House, and the
large top-floor dorm in Abbey was reduced
in size, whilst many parts of Abbey
benefited from a smart new decorative
scheme, courtesy of a local interior
designer.

This will be my last report to you, as I move
on from Sherborne in Easter 2009, and I will
leave my successor to report on the
progress of the Music School as well as the
continuing investment in the Houses. �

MARGARET MCKENNA, BURSAR

C A R E E R  E V E N T S

The 2008 Careers Convention was bigger than ever with 42 delegates attending, 22
of whom were OS.  This event is a unique opportunity for the boys to get a flavour
of the challenges awaiting them in the working world and we are grateful to the

many OS who generously give of their free time to support the Convention, in many
cases year after year.

The second City trip took place in February with seven Lower Sixth boys visiting Merrill
Lynch, Lloyd’s of London and The Metal Exchange.  We were once again treated to lunch
at NMB and the boys, Adrian Ballard, John Harden and I would all like to thank our hosts
for making it such an informative and enjoyable day.

The School hosted our first ISCO Gap Year Fair this year with 34 different organisations
attending.  Several schools in the local area attended and we hope to hold this event on
a biennial basis in future years. �

FIONA HARRALL, COORDINATOR OF HR AND CAREERS

PRELUDE SEAT IN THE RECITAL HALL £250 (or £10 per month for 2 years)

SONATA SEAT IN THE RECITAL HALL £500 (or £20 per month for 2 years)

CONCERTO SEAT IN THE RECITAL HALL £1,000 (or £40 per month for 2 years)

BALCONY IN THE RECITAL HALL £10,000

PRACTICE ROOM £20,000



A R T I C L E S

A  W E E K  I N  T H E  L I F E  O F  T O M  B R A D B Y  ( b  8 5 )
POLITICAL EDITOR FOR ITV NEWS AND AUTHOR

MONDAY

The week normally starts with a
meeting in which the Editor, her
deputy, the home and foreign

editors and I (Political Editor) kick around
the issues of the week. But I’m actually off
today, which means I’m sitting at home
writing and trying very hard not to stare
into space, as I used to do for so many
hours in the library at Sherborne. As luck
would have it, I’ve just finished what seems
to be a rather well-timed thriller set in the
week of the Wall Street crash in 1929
(Blood Money, available in February in all
good bookshops!) I would say this of
course, but I think it’s a cracker, the product
of a great deal of blood, sweat and tears
not just on my part but on that of my agent,
Mark Lucas (whose son Nick has only just
left Sherborne) and who is nothing less
than a genius. I need to make a little talent
go a long way in life, so I’ve learnt to
surround myself with good people and
listen closely to what they have to say. The
rest is perspiration and hard work. Anyway, I
digress. What I’m actually writing today is a
film adaptation of my first novel Shadow 

Dancer, a thriller set in Northern Ireland
that was published more than a decade
ago. Someone bought the rights out of the
blue last year and asked me to write the
script. It’s been a real thrill to have a new
challenge and I feel that I’m just getting on
top of it. By the end of the day, I’ve cast
Naomi Watts in the lead part. Or perhaps
Nicole Kidman. Or maybe Angelina Jolie.
So there’s definitely been no day-dreaming
or staring into space. 

TUESDAY
I head into London early, but it turns out to
be an unusually quiet day in politics.
Everyone is obsessed with the US, where
voters are already turning out in droves. I
spend the day working on our new web 
strategy and writing a deeply thrilling
document on Britain’s public sector net
debt (on offer soon as a certain cure for
insomnia). I find this kind of stuff strangely
fascinating. As the day progresses, I am
gradually drawn into what is happening in
the US and by the time the election results 
are in and the President-elect is making
surely one of the greatest acceptance

speeches of all time, I’m as misty-eyed as
the most fervent Obamaniac. What a
moment in the history of the world. I wish I
was there. But I’m not because I have to go
to the Glenrothes by-election instead.
Marvellous. 

WEDNESDAY
The producers of ITV’s This Morning ask me
on to talk about the amazing scenes in
Chicago. We all get very over-excited; this
isn’t going to banish racism overnight, but
it’s certainly an extraordinary chapter in the
history of mankind. However, the piece I
have to do for that night’s Evening News
and News at Ten brings me back down to
earth. The guy has a frankly murderous in-
tray; an economy that is tanking by the
hour; sabre-rattling from the Russians; an
ambitious and perhaps soon nuclear Iran,
to name but a few of the challenges. But
there’s also no doubt he has a once in a
generation chance to reshape the world.
Maybe he’ll finally be able to push the
Israelis and Palestinians into a settlement
and help undercut extremists everywhere. 

THURSDAY
I’m in Glenrothes, but I wish I wasn’t. It’s
raining and this town looks like it soaked up
all the concrete on offer throughout the
1960s. In polling booth after polling booth,  
we find…no one at all. History is not being
made here. People are not energised. The
SNP has adopted the Obama slogan ‘Yes
We Can,’ which makes them look frankly
ridiculous. I make a few cheap gags to this
effect in my piece for News at Ten and the
editor is kind enough to say it made her
laugh. We settle in to wait for the result.
Conventional wisdom has it the SNP are
going to win (Labour had a majority of
more than ten thousand), but Labour
officials have started to brief that it might
not be a foregone conclusion. Something is
going on… 

FRIDAY
It turns out that ‘something’ was a
handsome Labour win. Gordon Brown has
definitely got his Mojo back. Just before
the summer holidays, I travelled out to the
G8 summit in Japan on his plane (the usual
no sleep G Brown express) and did a

slightly brutal interview, which made him
very cross indeed. There was no doubt he
was in a bad place and so, by extension,
were most of his crew. However, this
financial crisis has given him back his self-
respect. He’s a different person and you can
understand why. For all his charisma, Blair is
going to be remembered primarily for Iraq.
Whatever you think of Brown’s handling of
the economy generally, he’s likely to go
down in history as the guy who led the
rescue of the Western banking system,
which is not a bad place to be. But quite
aside from that, there is a different feel
about Labour this autumn. I don’t want to
say that it is because Peter Mandelson is
back in the foreground or Alastair
Campbell in the background, but
something has changed. They suddenly
seem a lot more sure-footed. The Tories
had better watch it. But I digress again. By
now, I am trying to leave Glenrothes, which
is not easy. It must have more roundabouts
than Milton Keynes and (in the driving rain)
each one simply directs me to another part
of this damned town. I just want to leave!
All in all, I’m a touch tired and emotional by 

the time I get home, which marks it out as
another fairly typical week, save for the fact
I haven’t included much entertaining.
Normally I spend a lot of time at breakfasts,
lunches, coffees and dinners with various
ministers, civil servants or sundry other
political players. One of the best aspects of
the job is that it gives you access to almost
anyone in public life in Britain, which makes
for a very fascinating existence. I was once
a foreign correspondent, but do I miss
those days? Of course not. Who would
choose Chicago over Glenrothes? �

S M I T H  I S L A N D  E X P E D I T I O N  2 0 0 7 / 0 8

Between September 2007 and June
2008 I took a sabbatical to sail my
wooden 45 ft yacht Harrac to Smith

Island in Antarctica, with a total of 25
different crew including five gap year
students. This was a serious undertaking
and its origins go back to1977 when my
good friend, Simon Richardson, and the
legendary explorer Bill Tilman (leader of
the 1938 expedition to Everest which
reached 20,000 ft without oxygen), set sail
in Simon’s boat, En Avant,  to sail to Smith
Island and attempt a first ascent of Mount
Foster. Simon had asked me to go but my
wife was pregnant with my eldest and so I
declined. Tragically they were lost between
Rio and the Falklands and after the
publication of Simon’s story in 1984 (The
Quest of Simon Richardson – Gollancz) I felt
that there was unfinished business.

Our plan was to go down to the Canaries,
across the Atlantic to the Caribbean,
through the Panama Canal, down the
Pacific coast of South America, and thence
to Smith Island. The trip did not go entirely
as planned. After exiting the Panama Canal,
we were not only faced with the Humboldt
current pushing against us all the way down
to Chile but variable head winds. We had
to tack for 3,000 miles. In addition the boat
developed leaks and the engine started
spraying oil everywhere. This occasioned a
week long layover in Higuerillas in Chile.
Gradually time slipped away until it became
obvious that we would not make it to Smith
Island. Instead we went down the amazing
Patagonian ‘Canals’ (fjords), through the
Magellan Straights and into our first South
Atlantic gale. The boat then began to leak
seriously again and we were having to

pump at 300 pumps per hour to keep her
afloat. However we came through and
three very exhausted crew limped into
Piriapolis in Uruguay. After ten days in
Piriapolis effecting repairs we left for Rio.
Many people have a romantic view of
ocean sailing but the reality is very
different. One is constantly on the move
and such things as sleeping, cooking and
going to the heads become a major
challenge with the boat heeled over at 35
degrees day after day. Apart from sleep
deprivation (we never had more than 3
hours core sleep) it is impossible to get
enough calories into the system. I lost 1.5
stone in six months.

We changed crew in Rio and then started
our long haul back to the Cape Verde’s. It
took us 18 days and we arrived with very 

little fuel, low water and not much food.
Our student crew member had to return to
university so the remaining three of us left 
for the Azores two days after our arrival. It
was a mistake. Two hours out one of my
crew said he wasn’t up for it so we turned 
around and headed back into Mindelo. The 
next morning both of them left to return to
the UK. I decided not to sail to the Azores
single handed so I came home too. I
returned at the beginning of June with new
crew, much refreshed. 

Our trip home via the Azores had the usual
mixture of head winds, amazing natural
phenomena (whales, dolphins, sunsets), 
peppered with crew seasickness, engine
issues, and various technological
handicaps. We got back to the Hamble on
2 July 2008 having completed 18,592 miles.

It was an extraordinary experience, from
which I learned a huge amount. I had
prepared very thoroughly for the trip, doing
every type of course to build on my years of
sailing experience, however the one area
where I was inadequately prepared was in
boat and engine maintenance. When you
are at sea you have to be able to do
everything yourself. I was fortunate to have
some very competent crew but my boat,
Harrac, needed to be nursed the whole way
through her long voyage.

The highlight of the trip was the journey
through the Patagonian ‘Canals’. The
scenery was a combination of Scotland and
Norway and virtually unpopulated. My crew
were outstanding. All the gap year students
pulled their weight but did need a lot of
sleep. I also have a photograph of a 38 year

old policeman fast asleep with his head on
the mizzen boom. He had fallen asleep
whilst taking the sail down.

Any regrets? Yes, I was sad not getting to
Smith Island. Mount Foster, at 7,000 ft, has
only ever been climbed once and I would
have loved to have led the first British
Expedition to conquer it. I regret some of
the disagreements with one or two of the
crew. Chronic exhaustion in a 44 ft boat
with nowhere to hide does not always lead
to perfect harmony! However, a great many
of us experienced something never to be
forgotten and one is left with the abiding
memory of how insignificant we humans
are when faced with the might of nature
in the raw. �

ANGUS CATER (c 70)
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J M  N E A L E  -  H Y M N  W R I T E R  A N D  T R A N S L A T O R

When I was at Sherborne no
reference was ever made to J M
Neale nor any mention of him.

Yet he was an OS and the author of more
well-known hymns than any other English
writer and also a number of still-popular
carols  ‘Good King Wenceslas’, ‘Good
Christian men rejoice’  and  ‘O come, O
come Emmanuel’ – all were written by him.   

Neale (1818-1866) was a pupil at the
School when Ralph Lyon was Headmaster
He was an outstanding scholar, winning
various School prizes which are recorded in
the Oak Room.  He won an Open
Scholarship to Trinity College Cambridge,
and was ordained in 1842.

As a young man Neale became closely
interested in the fact that after the
Reformation all the old Latin and Greek
hymns had been lost to Anglican
congregations, and that new hymns of
varying quality and in modern English had
taken their place.  But in his day such
thinking was not popular with the Church
establishment.  

Anglicans were very suspicious of anything
that smacked of Roman Catholicism. Only
nine years earlier, John Newman (later
Cardinal Newman) had espoused ‘Romish’
practices in the Anglican Church, and had
ended up going over to Catholicism
himself.   So it is not surprising that
because of his views Neale received no
honour or preferment from the Church or 
his University during his short life. He was
one of the pioneers of the High Church
movement and founded the Cambridge
Camden Society. His doctorate was 

bestowed by an American college (Trinity
College, Hartford, Connecticut).  It is for 
his prolific output of original hymns and
translations of early Greek and Latin hymns
that Neale is remembered today – or not
remembered is nearer the truth. His hymns
are still widely used, and readers will
recognize many of them in the list given
here. In Gourlay’s History of Sherborne
School he records an interesting but brief
footnote – and that’s about it.

His writing is a great monument to a
brilliant and devout Christian of whom
Sherborne might well be proud.  There are
72 of his hymns in the English hymnal, and
a similar number in other hymn books,
even several in the Public School hymn
book, which was used at Sherborne in my
day.  This exceeds by far any other author’s
published output. (Wesley, surprisingly,
comes in at only around 20.) Neale died
aged 48, so he did not live to experience
his eventual success, which came
remarkably soon after his death when the
first edition of Hymns Ancient & Modern
was published. His many original hymns
and those he translated from neglected
ancient and medieval hymns translated
from Latin and Greek, include the following
among many others not so well known: 

A great and mighty wonder
All glory, laud and honour
Alleluia, song of sweetness
Art thou weary, art thou languid
Before the ending of the day
Blessed city, heavenly Salem 
Christ is made the sure foundation
Christian, dost thou see them
Come Thou Redeemer of the earth
Come ye faithful, raise the anthem
For thee, O dear, dear country
Good King Wenceslas
Jerusalem the golden
Jesu, the very thought is sweet
Light’s abode, celestial Salem
Now that the daylight fills the sky
O come, O come Emmanuel
O blest Creator of the light 
O happy band of pilgrims
O what their joy and their glory must be
Of the Father’s love begotten
Of the glorious Body telling
Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle
To thee before the close of day

More than any other single person, Neale
made English-speaking congregations
aware of the centuries-old tradition of
Latin, Greek, Russian and Syrian hymns.
Not only did he translate them into perfect
English, but he preserved the metre of
their original language, a testimony to the
scholarship that was developed in him
under the teaching of the formidable Ralph
Lyon. His simple achievement was that his
work still forms the core of the hymns that
are sung to this day. �

CHRIS ZEALLEY (a 49) 

Sherborne can boast a proud record of
many OS making their names on
stage and screen with Lance Percival

(a 51), Charles Collingwood (h 60), Jeremy
Irons  (b 66), Hugh Bonneville (d 81), James
Purefoy (d 84), and Charlie Cox (c 01) to
the fore of the present crop.  However, the
thespian tradition of Sherborne had been
established many years earlier.

Roland Young (a 1906) made three
Broadway appearances before serving with
US forces during World War I.  Making his
film debut playing Watson opposite John
Barrymore’s Holmes in the 1922 silent
‘Sherlock Holmes’, he was, in 1929,
contracted to MGM but was in such high
demand that he was loaned to both
Warner Bros and 20th Century Fox. Turning
freelance in the 1930s, Young appeared in
over 70 feature films playing opposite the
likes of Jeanette Macdonald, Katharine
Hepburn, Joan Crawford, Marlene Dietrich,
Paulette Goddard, Greta Garbo and
Constance Bennett. Perhaps his most
successful rôle was as the businessman,
Cosmo Topper, in the ‘Topper’ series of
films. The first of these, ‘Topper’ (1937),
earned him an Oscar nomination for best
supporting actor.  Roland Young died in
New York at the age of 65 in 1953.

John Halliley (g 30) took his mother’s
maiden name, Le Mesurier, as his stage
name and was even more prolific than
Roland Young, appearing in over 100 films.
In most of his parts he presented an
impression of good-natured vagueness,
which acquaintances claim was a reflection
of his own personality. This was never
nearer the fore than in his most popular
rôle playing Sergeant Arthur Wilson in
BBC’s ‘Dad’s Army’ where his pompous,
but socially insecure, commanding officer,
Captain Mainwaring, played by Arthur
Lowe, was constantly infuriated by Wilson’s
easy-going charm and casual rapport with
the platoon (‘I say chaps, would you most
terribly mind going over there and falling
in?’) An edition of The Times death column
in 1983 famously carried the notice ‘John
Le Mesurier wishes it to be known that he
conked out on 15 November. He sadly
misses family and friends.’ His family
wanted this inscribed on his headstone,
but the vicar declined so the inscription
simply reads ‘John Le Mesurier.  Beloved
actor.  Resting.’

John Pertwee (f 34) made his first mark on
the acting world by being expelled from
RADA. However, after a wartime career in
the Royal Navy in the course of which he
was transferred from HMS Hood only days
before she was sunk, he began to make his
mark in radio comedy.  Dropping the ‘h’
from his Christian name, he appeared in 

shows such as ‘Waterlogged Spa’ and
‘Puffney Post Office’ where he played the
old postmaster whose catchphrase was ‘It
doesn’t matter what you do, as long as you
tears them up’.  From the late 1950s, he
had a long-running rôle as the conniving
Chief Petty Officer Pertwee in ‘The Navy
Lark’ on BBC Radio.  During the 1960s he
appeared in many films, including three of
the ‘Carry On’ series, before landing his
best-known rôle as the third Doctor Who in
1970. He played the Doctor for five
seasons and remained associated with him
through ‘specials’ on stage and radio
shows for the rest of his life. After a stint of
hosting the popular series ‘Whodunnit’, he
gained further widespread recognition
playing the title part in ‘Worzel Gummidge’
from 1979.  Married twice, his first wife was
the noted actress and writer, Jean Marsh.
He died in 1996.

If Le Mesurier and Pertwee had their
eccentricities they were merely following a
tradition set by D C J McMinn (f 21).
Taking the name Desmond Jeans (from his
first and third initials), he combined his
stage and screen career with that of a
professional boxer. This latter career posed
a problem for Jeans as he was chronically
short-sighted and had to wear his monocle
in the ring!  Not surprisingly his opponents
‘raised their game’ when confronted by the
monocled OS emerging from the opposite
corner. Beginning his screen career in ‘The
Blue Danube’ (1932) he appeared in ten
feature films, the most famous being the
Powell and Pressburger classic ‘The Life
and Death of Colonel Blimp’ (1943), which
starred both his sister Ursula and her
husband, Roger Livesey.  Jeans was
Livesey’s brother-in–law twice over as he
was married to Roger’s sister, Maggie.

Post-war radio audiences of upward of 15
million tuned in to hear ‘The Devil’s Gallop’
signature tune announce a nightly 15
minutes of impending danger and
excitement for ‘Dick Barton, Special
Agent’. For 711 episodes, the sonorous,
commanding voice of Duncan Carse (h 30)
could be heard playing the indomitable
hero. He went on to have an even more
distinguished career as an explorer
specialising in the survey of South Georgia
where Mount Carse is named after him.
‘Dick Barton’ was finally taken off the air in
1951 as a result of the popularity of the
Light Programme’s new drama ‘The
Archers’. Since 1975, listeners to the ever-
popular tale of country folk will have
heard the part of Brian Aldridge played
by current OSS President, Charles
Collingwood, which fittingly links the past
and present in the great Shirburnian acting
tradition. �

JOHN HARDEN

EL CARACOL

Situated less than
an hour by
car from Madrid
Airport, in the
heart of the
National Park of
the Sierra de
Guadarrama, is this six-bedroom rural retreat,
sleeping up to thirteen guests.

It is known affectionately by the village locals as El
Caracol (The Snail), thanks to its unique rounded
design by the famous Spanish architect Curro
Inza. This spacious stone residence offers
spectacular views of the highest peaks of the
mountain range as well as access to the river
Lozoya that runs behind the estate’s seven acres.

For further information, please visit the website or
contact Mrs Stephanie Sanchez de Muniain in the
Foundation Office: 

E. ssanchez@sherborne.org   
W. www.elcaracol.co.uk

FREE MORE TIME - MORE FREE TIME

UlyssesPA has a few freshly available client slots for its team of highly trained PAs drawn from the legal,
tax, consulting and private banking world. No employment taxes, offices, hardware, IT support, stationery
to worry about . . . That’s all taken care of.  Just assign the tasks.

Dedicated part-time PA work, when you need it and where you need it. Seamless interaction between your
personal and business lives.  And we know how full they both are.

Specifically Assigned PAs  • Available on part or full-time basis  • Property Management
Diary Scheduling  • Flight and Holiday Itineraries  • Secretarial Work  • Event Management

Home Visits  • Paperwork Organisation  • Government Liaison  • Foreign Assignments
Remote diary and contacts management system personalised for every client

Contact Kathryn on 07776 444861 or email kathryn@ulyssespa.eu for an introductory conversation

Well-known for his seafood designs
British artist Richard Bramble (h 86)
has launched a new Gamebird range
of porcelain ceramics, textiles, mats
and boards.  The collection features
Pheasant, English (Grey) Partridge,
Red Grouse, Woodcock, Snipe and
Mallard duck.  

E. info@richardbramble.co.uk
W. www.richardbramble.co.uk

O S  A C T O R S
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‘A  KO S H E R  E D U C AT I O N ’ - R A B B I  R O D E R I C K  Y O U N G ( d  7 8 )

At the age of three weeks, in March
1960, I was baptized into the
Anglican Church.  Even though my

parents were not religious, throughout my
youth the baptismal certificate hung in my
bedroom and, as neither of them went to
church, it was left to Sherborne to instill
Anglicanism into me. 

My father was a fighter pilot in the RAF,
and his family had been Anglicans and
Methodists, builders, farmers and labourers
in Cheshire and Lancashire.  He left when I
was four and it was my mother who raised
me.  I was always interested in my family
history and my mother told me she was of
Irish and Scottish descent.  When I was 12
her oldest sister, my aunt Thea, said to me:
‘There is a skeleton in the family closet.
You will be told about it when you are
older.’  

At 15, all my Sherborne classmates were
confirmed into the Anglican faith. Since my
mother seemed disinterested in religion, I
felt no qualms in telling her that I was an
agnostic and would give confirmation a
miss. I was extremely taken aback when
she became furious with me: I gave in and
was confirmed. 

After Sherborne, I went up to Oxford.
During my second year I joined my mother
in London for a wedding where I met a
distant cousin, Jean, and we started to
discuss how we were related. Soon Jean
was chatting away about my mother’s aunts
and uncles, hardly any of whom I had ever
met.  ‘Of course,’ she said, ‘your
grandmother always hated her brother
Louis.’ I replied incredulously, ‘because he
was gay?’ (for so he was). ‘Oh no,’ she
answered, ‘because he never converted.’
Being a good Shirburnian, my first thought
was that my grandmother hated him
because he had never converted a try in a
rugby game!  ‘I’m sorry, I don’t
understand,’ I said, completely bemused.
‘He never converted from Judaism,’ she
replied.  At this point my mother left the
room and Jean would say no more.  Later,
when I asked my mother if my
grandmother was Jewish, she denied it as
ridiculous. 

After I graduated from Oxford, Thea came
to see me in London.  She was now 80.
Over lunch she said to me: ‘Your mother
has never forgiven me for telling you what
you are not supposed to know.’ I realised
that she thought she had told me the
family secret, but in fact she never had.
Suddenly a door opened in my mind and I
said: ‘You mean that Granny was partly
Jewish?’ ‘What do you mean ‘partly’; your
grandmother was a Jew.’ ‘And
grandfather?’ ‘Yes, yes. Your mother and I
were born Jews.’  My world turned upside
down that day. I realised that everything
that my mother had told me about our
family history had been a lie. 

That afternoon I looked up ‘synagogue’ in
the Yellow Pages and ran to the nearest
one, the Central Synagogue on Great
Portland Street. There I met a rabbi who
told me that if I could find my
grandparents’ wedding certificate it would
confirm Thea’s story as true.  I traced a
record of their marriage and discovered my
grandparents’ original names: Jessel Bebro
and Julia Siegenberg. The certificate read:
‘Married according to the rites and
ceremonies of the Jews in The Central
Synagogue, Great Portland Street.’ There
are many synagogues in London, but I had
managed to run to the one in which my
grandparents had been married in 1902. 

The rabbi and his wife invited me to their
Sabbath dinner. I didn’t understand
anything that was happening, but as I sat
at their table, surrounded by laughter,
prayer and singing, I felt that I had come
home. 

When I told my mother what I had
discovered, she denied it, but I sensed that
her lies came from a place of terrible pain
and hurt.  A year after I discovered that I
was Jewish I found my grandparents’
graves in the Jewish cemetery, Golders
Green. and went to see my mother again.
‘If you have been at my parents’ graves,
then you know that they were Jews.’ she
said.  And finally she agreed to talk.

My grandfather had been a practising Jew.
He had changed his name from Bebro to 

Benson to avoid association with his 
brother, who had been jailed for grand
larceny. My grandfather died when my
mother was ten and she never went to a
synagogue again. My grandmother came
from a large East End family, and they had
changed their name in 1904, to sound less
German. She always hated being Jewish
because she saw it as an obstacle to social
advancement.  Her husband’s death was
her ‘ticket out’ and in 1936 she arranged for
my mother to be secretly baptized.  With
this background, my mother was
determined that her children should never
suffer the confusion and misery that she
had known. Even though I believe she
acted wrongly, I do know that she acted out
of love. 

Sixteen years after making this discovery I
was ordained as a rabbi in New York. In
2002 I came back to England to look after
my mother as she descended into
dementia.  Here in the UK I have worked in
synagogues in Leicester, Westminster and
Finchley, but my mother has never
accepted that I had become a rabbi, and
we came to an agreement that when I visit
her I remove my kippah (skullcap) and Star
of David. 

As the present fades for my mother, the
past has started to emerge.  Now I listen
spellbound as she talks of her father, the
Jew, going off to the synagogue and
lighting the candles at Hanukkah. The chain
of tradition that my grandmother tried to
sever has finally been repaired. �

On our arrival, we were met by
Philbert, the director of REACH,
the charity that the School

supports.  Philbert had escaped the first
genocide and was born in a refugee camp
in 1966.  When Philbert visited us in 2005,
he challenged us to raise the money for
‘The Upper’ in Rwanda; a playing field and 

youth centre. Our first afternoon was spent
visiting the Genocide Memorial Museum in
the capital, Kigali. The museum is divided
into three sections: the largest deals with
the Rwandan Genocide itself, another
about genocides in general, and the most
disturbing one displays larger than life
photographs of children and information

S H A U N  N O B L E  ( c  7 0 )  -  O N  R E T U R N I N G  T O  S H E R B O R N E

The medieval tranquil beauty of
Sherborne’s architecture had not
changed in the 38 years since I left

The Green – so what was I doing back here
on a May Saturday in 2008 with dodgy
weather?

The reason was an invitation to attend the
Old Shirburnian Day which, as the day
progressed, prompted a further question:
What influences ‘Old Boys’ to don their
name badges for a walk down memory
lane? An ‘All Our Yesterdays’ in the shadow
of the Abbey.

On the day I discussed with Headmaster,
Simon Eliot, the idea of writing about this
atavistic desire to sing ‘Vivat Rex Eduardus
Sextus! Vivat!’ one more time, so here
goes . . . .

I think there are three main reasons why
‘Old Boys’ head back to this northern tip of
Dorset.

1 ‘SHEER OLD FASHIONED CURIOSITY’
You want to see how your
contemporaries have fared, and the
magic question, can you even recognise
them? And vice versa.  And yes, it was
like the last 40 years had not happened
– there was my former housemaster,
Michael Earls-Davis, looking as dapper
as ever; and history master, Jeremy
Barker remembering my contributions
(rants) to the debating society. And then
an exact contemporary Angus Cater and
his wife, Anne whom I had not seen
since their wedding in the early 1970s.
Time had, in one sense, stood still.

2 ‘SENTIMENT AND NOSTALGIA’
This is allied to the above.  As we get
older and our stomachs pad out, we do
become more sentimental.  This tugs
and gnaws at us and is a strong impetus
to draw us back. The realities of
detachable collars, polishing your ‘best’
boots for those CCF inspections on
Wednesday afternoons, and rules you
then considered silly and petty take on a
misty, even rosy, hue.  Were things really
better then?  I don’t think I am qualified
to judge – but what is clear is that public
schools have had to move with the

times, otherwise with the scale of
present day fees, they would not have
survived.  Obviously, ‘Cold Showers with
a Human Face’ has paid off!

3 ‘PUTTING YOUR LIFE IN CONTEXT’
This is what I think is the key – however
your career at Sherborne panned out,
they were five of the most formative
years of your life; when life stretched out
languorously before you; when anything
was possible; when the idealism was
sparking at a furnace-level heat, and
that ‘Who’ lyric: ‘I hope I die before I
get old’ had a real resonance.  It is
against this period that we can partially
judge our subsequent lives.

Now we are of an age to take stock and it
is important to put your school days into
perspective.

What Sherborne gave you – or didn’t as
the case may be – to face the various
vicissitudes that life throws at us all,
sometimes without warning, remains
significant.

So how was ‘the day’?  Whatever I was
seeking from it I found; and so I would like
to thank the OSS for tracking me down to
where I now work – for Britain’s largest
trade union.  This may give you an idea of
my political views and, therefore, the extra
intellectual hurdle I had to jump to make
the return journey to Sherborne, an oasis
of some privilege, when many of our
members are bringing up families on
£15,000 – £18,000-a-year in difficult
economic times.

A special mention should also go to the
Chaplain, Stephen Gray, who conducted
the chapel service.  If he had been giving
the sermons all those years ago, perhaps
the sales of Richard Dawkin’s books might
not be so huge.

In those halcyon days of the 1960s I may
have been considered a slight ‘rebel’ –
getting caught watching ‘If’ in a Yeovil
cinema. This was the 1968 Lindsay
Anderson film portraying the public school
boy fantasy of machine gunning masters.
Yes, I know, pretty tame in these days – but

definitely a ‘ hanging offence’ then.  (And
what were those ‘trusty’ prefects doing
watching such a subversive film in the first
place – I never did find out!)

I also had this sub-conscious fear of
becoming ‘a professional old boy’.  Have I
now succumbed? And will I now be
hurtling down the A30 from London with
an enthusiasm that I never displayed for all
those cold showers and cross-country runs?

The answer is complex. Yes, I was glad to
have turned up on 17 May – it was a
delightful and very well-organised event.  I
will ‘bottle’ the memory, but am forever
conscious that new generations of pupils
and staff are now living the daily ever-
changing entity that is Sherborne.  ‘Old
Boys’ must appear to present boys, (if they
notice at all) as stepping out of the Tardis.

The day was a reminder of the benefits
that Sherborne had bestowed on me and
put those advantages in context of what
has happened to me over the last four
decades.

So for those of the ‘lost’ 1965-75
generation of Old Shirburnians that the
School is trying to trace, my view is that
you should go back – but definitely not too
often and think about your motives in
doing so.  To conclude, it was a fun day
and a great lunch. �

T H E  H I G H S  A N D  L O W S   O F  T H E  R E A C H R W A N D A  T R I P
on how they had been brutally killed. We
all felt very shocked by what we saw and to
witness how evil human beings can be.  

The next day we visited another memorial
museum in Murambi, in the very south of
Rwanda.  As we arrived, a man and a
woman came forward and told us their very

moving account of what happened at the
time of the Genocide.  The man had been
shot in the head and been left for dead
but somehow survived by hiding in a
school (now a memorial) underneath loads
of dead bodies for days on end.  When he
finally had the strength he crawled away in
the night into the valley.  He visits the
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memorial almost every day because his
family are buried in one of the mass graves
there, and he feels he should be with
them.

We were then led outside; completely
unprepared for what we were about to see.
There was a row of classrooms which we
entered, one by one.  Dead bodies
(treated), skeletons (some still with clothes
on the bones) were laid out. The smell was
awful. The worst room of all was one filled
with the remains of children and babies.

We were all very stunned and shocked by
what we had just seen. Next we visited
Kayonza. This is where REACH has been
building the football pitch.  Our task for
the day was to dig the foundations for the
Youth Centre which will be positioned next
to the pitch. After about half an hour of
digging, Peter Lane, Theo Cooke, Stephen
Gray, the Chaplain, Gary Shackle, Brother
John, Pete the photographer and myself
left Kayonza to visit some perpetrators and
survivors of the Genocide and to hear their
stories.

We went to the house of a woman who
had been badly beaten and tortured in
1994.  One of her more obvious injuries
was to her ear, which had been cut in half.
She told us how the Hutus had come and
killed all members of her extended family.
Luckily her brother had escaped to
Tanzania but she had been caught before
she was able to get away.  Then came the
hardest and, what proved for us, the most
emotional part of the day.  Philbert called
out to two large and burly men who were
inside the woman’s house.  We hugged
them in greeting (as you do . . .) and shook
hands.  We were then told that these men
were members of a group who had
murdered at least a hundred members of
her family.  Never having knowingly met a
killer, let alone a mass murderer, I found
this very hard to grasp.  We were then told
about the struggle that the men had had in
overcoming their guilt and how they had

sought and begged for forgiveness (they
had been in prison for ten years).  For
many years, the woman, unsurprisingly, had
been unable to offer this but eventually
she decided that forgiving was the right
thing to do and now they are comfortable
in each others’ company.  We later
discovered that, as the killers lived 12 miles
away, they had walked the day before to
where we were and had stayed with her
that night.  

We then drove on to another house to talk
to a former member of the government.
This woman had been responsible for
issuing propaganda encouraging all Hutus
to kill and destroy the Tutsi ‘crock
croaches’.  She used her influence and
instructed which Hutu to hunt which Tutsi.
She spent six and a half years in prison and
when released, received support from
REACH, helping her to realise that what
she had done was horribly wrong.  She had
to do many hours of community service
and, even though she is no longer obliged
to do so, she still does.

Back to Kayonza again where we almost
completed the foundations of the building
– hard work and by the end of it our hands
were sore and blistered. 

That afternoon the official opening of the
unfinished football pitch and the youth
centre hall took place, attended by about
150 people.  A piece of our own Upper turf
(the pitch in Rwanda will be called ‘The
Upper, Sherborne’) was then laid at the
base of the plaque.  It was a wonderful
thought to know that there will always be,
forever, a piece of Sherborne in Kayonza.
The Chaplain laid the corner stone of the
building – our work and visit were now
complete.

This trip was an incredible experience for
all of us; one which none of us will ever
forget. �

HARRY ONSLOW (e)

neglect.  In his History of Dorset written in
1815, Hutchins records that ‘the library has
been at some time very badly kept; and
the books have sustained much injury from
the boys tearing the leaves, and defacing
the engravings.’

Despite such jeremiads, it is remarkable
how many of the volumes listed in 1695 still
survive today, more than 300 years later,
with many of them in remarkably good
condition.  An examination of individual
titles is instructive.  Nowadays, acquisitions
made by librarians will have been
published in the recent past, so quickly do
older works now become out-of-date.  Yet,
for several centuries, a book continued to
be a relevant source of information years
after its first publication.  This is borne out
by large numbers of the books supplied
when, in 1687, there was a major expansion
of the Library’s resources.  At a stroke, the
School authorities were prepared to spend
– for a local school of not more than 50
boys – a sum of nearly £100 (twice the
Headmaster’s annual salary).  The bill from
a noted London bookseller, Robert Clavell,
identifies more than 150 volumes then
supplied.  In their publication dates, these
range over more than 100 years.  They
cover a remarkably wide spread of subject
matter, and had been published in several
European countries as well as England.
Much of the content is decidedly erudite.

At that time, the classroom curriculum
involved, almost entirely, Latin and Greek,
with (improbable though it now sounds)
Hebrew in the Sixth Form.  These were all
well covered by Clavell’s volumes.  But we
also find him including a significant
number on ‘current affairs’, some of them
offering views on political and theological
issues which, at that delicate time, were
emphatically not ‘politically correct.’  Only
two years before the books reached the
School, the bodies of seven people

convicted at Judge Jeffrey’s bloody assize
had been left hanging from an arch not
fifty yards from the library.  One might
expect that the Governors would have
sought to avoid any risk of appearing
subversive.  Yet among other volumes of
dubious loyalty, one of those supplied by
Clavell had been officially banned, and its
contents declared to have ‘maliciously
prosecuted the Destruction of the Royal
Family’. Some, however, would have been
above official reproach.  We cannot tell
whether the aim was to guard against all
possible future developments by
espousing all sides of current arguments,
or whether there was a wish to confront
pupils with a widely differing range of
views in order to develop their powers of
judgment.

Other books to arrive at the same time
also went well outside the School
curriculum, and dealt with such topics as
philosophy (as modern science was then
known), history, travel and topography.  For
a small local school, the library resources
were undoubtedly impressive,
supplemented as they were by a number
of books given by local dignitaries.

Many of the individual volumes in this early
library deserve detailed attention.  But of
them all, there is one work – supplied by
Clavell for the remarkable sum of £14,
listed in his bill as ‘K. of Spain’s bible 8
voll.folio’ – which stands out both for its
superb quality and for the sheer
improbability of its purchase. Published in
Antwerp between 1569 and 1572 on orders
from King Philip of Spain, this was
conceived as a major intellectual weapon
to support the Counter-Reformation. It
provided parallel texts in the four original
languages of all books in the Bible (in itself
a huge challenge for the printer), together
with an exhaustive ‘Apparatus’. Its
presence provokes many questions. Why

did the School acquire such an avowedly
Catholic work at such a time?  Were the
Governors mindful that in recent months
James II had been trying to secure the
appointment of Roman Catholics to
important positions in education? Why was
so much money (which could have
provided numbers of more useful volumes)
spent on a work beyond the grasp of even
the most intellectual pupil in a small
school?  How was Clavell in a position to
supply such a costly work published (as
one of only 960 copies) more than 100
years earlier?

This is not the place for speculation about
the answers. Rather, let us be grateful that
these volumes, along with so many others,
still survive to provide glimpses of the
School’s past. They are now properly cared
for, although it is remarkable that, for well
over a century, they remained on open
shelves (older OS may recall them located
at the north end of the Upper Library)
accessible not only to curious pupils but to
potentially disastrous depredation. These
symbols of the past, like the buildings, are
an intrinsic part of the glories of the
School. �

PETER CURRIE

The author would welcome enquiries from
interested OS, if sent c/o OSS Office

T H E  L I B R A R Y

Mention the School Library, and
most Shirburnians will only think
of it as a source of informative

stimulus to their studies.  But behind all
this there lies much that reveals the
School’s past.  Older OS will recall the
Lower Library  (now the Westcott Room)
as the place where they were inspired by
the magisterial H H Brown, or perhaps as
the setting for Wildman Society debates.
Others may think back to the days when
they found their way to the funny little
classroom, totally separate from all the
rest and tucked away in the south-west
corner of the original cloisters (which was
to become the Beckett Room in 1967), to
encounter that unrivalled source for the
School’s history, A B Gourlay.

Going back beyond living memory
provides many reminders of how the
School developed.  The various uses to
which the library buildings themselves
have been put are broadly familiar: the
Abbot’s Guesten Hall in the days of the
monastery, on the upper floor, with a
malting house or store below; the silkmill
of the 18th century; the location of the
School Room in the middle of the 19th
century.  This was first converted to a
library in 1879.

Less well-known are the insights into the
School’s history provided by the Library’s
early contents.  While many of the
individual volumes have their own story,
we must here be content with only a
marginal outline.  One or two of the very
early books may have found their way
into the School after the monastic library
ended with the dissolution in 1539.  We
can be more certain about the origin of
many of the others.

Plenty of evidence from the latter part of
the 17th century shows that by then the
library had become an important feature
of the School.  At that time, the books
were kept in what is now the Oak Room
in School House.  Statutes of the period
show that, as was then common practice,
the books were chained; many of the
volumes held at that time still bear on
their cover the marks showing where the
chains were fixed.  Significant sums
appear in the School accounts for 1695 to
cover the costs of the necessary materials
for these safeguards.  The chains
remained until 1780.  This perhaps
explains how a revised list of the contents
written in 1807 shows that very few of
those listed in the first surviving
catalogue dated 1695 had disappeared in
the previous 100 years.  Even so, there
had evidently been a period of sad 
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G I L E S  R E Y N O L D S  F A R E W E L L  D I N N E R

Giles Reynolds retired as Housemaster of
The Green in 2008.  The new intake from
his first year in charge (his 1996 Third Form)

thought that the occasion should not pass without
holding a dinner to thank Giles and Kate. 

Held in the atmospheric setting of The Old School
Room, the dinner was attended by a huge majority
of parents and boys from that first year.  The
happy atmosphere of the event reflected the
esteem in which the Reynolds are held, by boys
and parents alike, and was a fitting tribute to mark
their 12 successful years at The Green. �

The School has built up an excellent
network of support on the Channel
Islands in recent years and in May

we visited Guernsey where, thanks to the
wonderful hospitality of Rupert Dorey (m
78) and his wife Rosie, at their beautiful
home on the Island, we entertained a
delightful cross-section of OS, past and
current parents and their friends. 

We shall be visiting Jersey on 12 May 2009, so if any reader plans to be in Jersey at that
time or knows a friend on the island who may wish to join us, please let us know, so that
we can issue an invitation. �

G U E R N S E Y  R E U N I O N

E V E N T S

1 9 6 8  H I S T O R Y  D A Y

Events where OS get the chance to interact with the boys are always great fun and
the OSS were delighted when Huw Ridgeway (Head of History) asked us to put
together a small panel of OS to talk to the boys about their memories of the

School in the globally social and political changing year of 1968. 

I must confess that I was apprehensive about how much I would remember about
Sherborne 40 years ago, but I hardly need have worried as the memories of my fellow
panellists Tim Hall (g 68), Ali Holding-Parsons (g 69), Richard Le Flufy (d 68) and Jeremy
Peel-Yates (m 71) were far sharper than mine and they chatted happily away to the boys
for over an hour, giving them a comprehensive insight into life at the School in 1968.  �

Athanksgiving service for the life of
Ratidzo Moyo, who tragically died in
2008, was held in the School Chapel

on Saturday 6th September.  Rati spent
twelve happy years of his life at schools in
Sherborne and the packed Chapel was a
fitting testament to the respect and
affection in which he was held. Rati’s sister,
Rumbi, and Guy Brière-Edney, the current
Housemaster of Lyon House, gave readings
whilst moving tributes were given by his
Lyon House contemporaries Sebastian
Bacon and Harry Rowe, followed by a
eulogy from Patrick Francis, his House-
master for four years. His Headmasters,

Peter Tait (Sherborne Prep) and Simon
Eliot also spoke fondly of Rati’s time in
Sherborne. Rati enriched the lives of all
those who were fortunate enough to know
him and Sherborne felt deeply honoured to
have hosted this joyful thanksgiving service
for his life. 

In Zambia, Rati’s family run a school for 60
pupils from the ages of 3 to 12 years. Four
teachers work in the school, close to where
he is buried. Rati’s memorial will support
this school and help develop educational
services to the disadvantaged communities
around this estate. This charity has been

adopted by Lyon House and it is hoped that
boys from Sherborne will visit, work and
develop our links with this special place 10
miles from Lusaka. �

C I T Y  D I N N E R

Old Shirburnians are a remarkably
resilient bunch, and any fears that
an OS City Dinner held in the

prevailing financial climate would be a
moribund affair proved completely
groundless when John Peat (d 70) hosted
a dinner at the City Club in November.
Some 50 OS gathered for the most
enjoyable of occasions which was enriched
by the attendance of two ex-Sherborne
Girls, Gillie Scoular (née Bryson) and Anna
Hamer (née Gardner). �

F O S S  L U N C H

FOSS (Friends of Sherborne School)
was formed to keep past parents and
other supporters in touch and

involved with the events at the School. In
2008, it was a pleasure for the OSS to host
the second FOSS Lunch in the Upper
Pavilion on the day of the home fixture
against Blundell’s. The ‘Long Room’
echoed with conversation and laughter
during lunch which later turned to cheering
as the School XV turned up the heat on
Blundell’s roaring away to a 78-0 victory.
We do hope that FOSS members will be
able to join us for a similar event in 2009.

O L I V E R  H O L T  A R T  E X H I B I T I O N

Never before has the School
mounted a full-scale retrospective
exhibition of the work of any artist,

let alone that of a Shirburnian.  So it was
entirely fitting that the mould should be
broken in November when the Oliver Holt
Gallery provided a month-long
opportunity to appreciate the work of its
eponymous artist Oliver Holt (a 23-28),
eleven years after his death.  On view was
a wide selection of his works, ranging from
the drawing which won him the Longmuir
prize at the School in 1928 to those which
he was still meticulously producing 70
years later.

These varied, small-scale, works reminded
us of his deep love of nature, his acute
powers of observation, and his skill in
presenting a remarkable range of objects
in minute detail.  If it were merely a matter
of craftsmanship, his achievements might
be thought similar to those of many
others.  But he repeatedly revealed the
true artist’s qualities of imaginative
creativity, so that the main subject became
part of a truly satisfying whole.  Thus, a
pair of finches would be set among a host
of other features from the natural world –
flowers, butterflies, caterpillars, foliage –
each of them lovingly portrayed, and all
interlinked to become a paean of praise
for the delights of creation.  A tribute to a
friend would be presented through
nostalgic vignettes of those many 

disparate features that had made up his
life, skilfully blended together by subtle
touches that created an integrated unity
which reflected Oliver’s deep awareness of
the individual concerned.

Drawings such as these, and the many
other compositions which in varying ways
were all loving evocations of their subject,
testified to a talent which (largely because
of his unassuming modesty) was less
widely-known than it might have been.
The many people who took this
opportunity to re-acquaint themselves
with Oliver’s work, or to encounter it for
the first time, will have felt truly grateful to
the Holt family for bringing together such
a stimulating variety of examples, and to
Andrew Stooke, Director of Art, for
presenting them so effectively. �

PETER CURRIE

M E D I A  L U N C H

The Media lunch always attracts a
merry following of cheerful OS, all
involved in an amazingly diverse

range of media-related careers. Thanks to
the enthusiasm Peter Moeller (a 55)
generates hosting this event, the 2008
renewal held at The Groucho Club in
October proved no exception. The usual
blend of old hands and new faces proved
as infectious as ever, and my planned train
home was missed for the sixth year in
succession! �

QUINQUAGESIMAL
SYMPOSIUM

The Sherborne ‘Q’ was founded in
1996 by Sam Smart (a 44), fifty years
after the conclusion of the last world

war, and it was a great pleasure to see so
many of the original members return for
the 8th Symposium in November – 53 OS
attended, many with wives and guests.
Revd Gordon Wolveridge (a 45) conducted
a moving Chapel service highlighted by
the hymns of J M Neale, OS (please see
article on page 18) with an address given
by the Headmaster (see ‘Latest News’ on
the OSS website).  Drinks and a delicious
lunch, complete with a speech from the OS
President, preceded an afternoon talk in
the Old School Room by Chris Coldrey
(b 45) on the Crimean War, which was
much enjoyed by his audience. A day to
remember and we very much hope to see
you all again in 2010. �

B A C H  M A G N I F I C A T

April 2008 saw several OS taking part in the ‘Bach Magnificat’ workshop and concert,
organised by Sherborne Old Girls: Brian Blandford (d 63), Jonathan Brown (f 86),
Stephen Goodden (d 68), Michael Goodden (d 56), Peter Mosse (a 65), John Parry-

Jones (b 57), Crispian Poon (m 08), Ben Trepess (f 05) and Andrew Tresidder (f 76). �

112TH ANNUAL RECORD

F U T U R E  E V E N T S
Cross Country Sherborne Trophy – Saturday 7 February

Pilgrims Dinner – Saturday 14 March
Jersey Reunion – Tuesday 12 May

OS Day – Saturday 16 May

JOHN HARDEN
�

R A T I  M O Y O  ( 1 9 8 8 - 2 0 0 8 )  -  M E M O R I A L  S E R V I C E



112TH ANNUAL RECORD26

O L D  S H I R B U R N I A N  D A Y

The main reason for the success of
OS Days over the last few years has
been the enthusiasm of OS, their

families and friends. We had been
concerned that the leavers of 1966-1975,
who were invited as guests of the School,

might not attend in the same numbers as
older OS had done the previous two years.
We need not have worried when we saw
the large numbers of OS flocking to attend
the Chapel service at the start of the day.
350 guests sat down to lunch in the

marquee on the Upper, the majority from
these year-groups. Adrian Williams and his
team once again provided a wonderful
feast, and speeches from the Headmaster
and OSS President set the seal on a
thoroughly happy occasion. �

O S  P U B L I C A T I O N S
TOM BRADBY (b 85)
Blood Money
Publisher: Bantam Press 
(February 2009) ISBN 10: 0593054636 

PETER BRUCE (a 59)
Heavy Weather Sailing
Publisher: Adlard Coles Nautical; 
6th Revised edition (May 2008) ISBN 10: 0713682434 

Inshore Along the Dorset Coast
Publisher: Boldre Marine  (May 2008) 
ISBN 10: 1871680417
www.peterbruce.co.uk

PETER COY (c 40)
Crack a Culture
Publisher: Lulu.com (2008) 
ISBN 978 184799 3793

TOM EELES (d 60)
A Passion for Flying: 8,000 Hours of RAF Flying
Publisher: Pen & Sword Aviation (March 2008)  
ISBN 10: 1844156885 

KEVIN DESMOND (g 68)
Planet Savers: 301 Extraordinary Environmentalists
Publisher: Greenleaf Publishing Ltd (November 2007) 
ISBN 10: 1906093008

JERRY HAIGH (d 59)
The Trouble with Lions: A Glasgow Vet in Africa
Publisher: University of Alberta Press (April 2008) 
ISBN 10: 0888645031 

JOHN LE CARRÉ  (D J M CORNWELL, h 48) 
A Most Wanted Man
Publisher: Hodder and Stoughton (September 2008)
ISBN 10: 034097706X

MILES MACNAIR (d 50)
William James (1771-1837) 
The Man who Discovered George Stephenson.
Publisher: Railway & Canal Historical Society (2007) 
ISBN: 978 0 901461 54 4/5

Witness to War; the letters, paintings and photographs of a
Naval Officer’s wife from Gibraltar, July-August 1936. (Edited)
Publisher: Brewin Books (2007) 
ISBN 978 1 85858 407 2

BRIAN MOYNAHAN (a 59)
Forgotten Soldiers
Publisher: Quercus (July 2008)  
ISBN 10: 1847243878 

The French Century: 
An Illustrated History of Modern France
Publisher: Flammarion (September 2007)
ISBN10: 2080300156

ROGER NORMAN (d 66)
Red Die: A Dorset Mystery
Publisher: The Sundial Press (November 2008)
ISBN 10: 0955152313 

MARK SWENARTON (m 69)
The Politics of Making (Critiques)
Publisher: Routledge (November 2008)  
ISBN 10: 0415488001 

Building the New Jerusalem: architecture, 
housing and politics 1900-1930
Publisher: BREPress (December 2008) 
ISBN 978 1 84806 024 1

JULIAN THOMPSON (a 52)
Dunkirk: Retreat to Victory
Publisher: Sidgwick & Jackson Ltd (May 2008)  ISBN 10:
0283070218 

G H R TILLOTSON (c 78)
Taj Mahal
Publisher: Harvard University Press (November 2008) 
ISBN 10: 0674031865 

P I L G R I M S

The words of John Bunyan – as
modified in the stirring hymn by
Percy Dearmer – strike me as

appropriate for describing the Club’s year. 

‘There’s no discouragement shall make him
once relent / His first avowed intent to be a
pilgrim’

As the first decade of the 21st century
begins to draw to a close and the
economic consequences of an age of over-
plenty are hitting home across the globe, a
contrast can be drawn with how the
Pilgrims are faring. With many people left
uncertain and adrift, we have a Club that is
thriving, both on and off the field: new
friendships are being forged and old ones
maintained or renewed, drawing on the
long-established qualities of shared
experience.

Two social events exemplify that sense of
purpose. In March, the ‘Long Room’ of the
Upper Pavilion played host to 50 Pilgrims,
with short speeches from Hugh Archer,
Charles Collingwood and Philip Lough,
Pilgrims President. The following month, 30
Pilgrims gathered at The Hall, Hampstead,
where Philip Lough is Headmaster, for a
drinks evening. There will be more of such
events – and, I trust, more Pilgrims enjoying
the hospitality.

On the pitch, there was considerable
cricketing achievement. The Club, only for
the third time, reached the semi-finals of
the Cricketer Cup, on the back of some
outstanding batting by Charlie Esson and
Jimmy Adams, who scored the Club’s
fourth, fifth and sixth hundreds in the
competition overall, two coming from the
prolific bat of Esson, who showed the form
he displayed for the XI in the previous
couple of summers.

Defeat by the Old Malvernians, the
eventual winners, in the semi-final was no
disgrace for a young side with plenty of
potential. Mike Nurton, who watched all
four cup matches, made the following
observations in the wake of that defeat:
‘The response required is what we talked
about after this game. Every individual must

make the effort to continue to play
regularly at the highest level possible.
Practise as much as you can to improve, but
don’t get paranoid. Don’t regret anything –
you’re only young once and you can’t buy
youth.’

The sentiments are not new, nor are they
original, but they were absolutely spot-on,
as so often from Mike. The core of the side
should be part of the Pilgrims XI in the
competition for the next decade – and I am
prepared to stake what little is left of my
soothsaying reputation and claim that they
will win the Cricketer Cup if they stay
together and listen to Mike’s words.

Just a few statistics will be sufficient,
perhaps, to underline that statement:
Eight players took part in all four games – a
settled side is more likely to win.

Between them, Esson and Adams scored
512 runs, in four innings each – that weight
of run-making tilts the balance of matches.
Adams, Andy Nurton and Charlie Clifton all
had bowling averages of less than 20 per
wicket and not far off conceding only three
an over (Nurton was especially niggardly at
2.68) – any side that doesn’t concede much
will win far more than they lose.

Charlie Cooke is a very talented
wicketkeeper, as he showed on many
occasions – all the best sides must be able
to rely on the man behind the stumps.

The Pilgrims quest to lift the trophy begins
again on the Upper on June 14, against the
Oundle Rovers. Pete Langly-Smith took
over the rôle of cricket manager this year
and has been brisk and efficient in turning
out sides, even if the dismal weather
handicapped efforts to get a few games on.

The 2008-09 rugby season began in
November and the combined efforts of
Nick Cook and George Bramble paid
plenty of dividends last season, not least
for the smart shirts. The rugby team play
regularly in South London, at Spencer Park,
not far from Clapham Junction station, and
always welcome new recruits. Nick and
George plan additional fixtures in the new

year, so it’s not too late to join the band for
this season.

The five games played in 2007-08 showed a
strong cross-section of generations – the
oldest having left in 1984, and the youngest
in 2006. The emphasis remains on having a
hard game and enjoying a pint afterwards,
even if some less well-sculpted Pilgrims
have been concerned about how the new
jerseys show up a shortcoming in diet. The
game of the season was against Downside,
not least for historical reasons, in March. A
late try saw the Club triumph 19-13 after
Downside had appeared to clinch victory by
taking a one-point lead with five minutes
remaining. Given the large and vocal
Downside support on the touchline, this
was a satisfying moment.

Jimmy McKillop has taken over the hockey
side and they enjoyed a sociable time in
January at Haileybury and in March at
Sherborne. The pleasing element for Jimmy
is the formation of a strong core of good
players, which is always helpful to a match
manager. His intention is to widen the
number of opportunities for the Club’s
hockey players. To quote one of Jimmy’s
regulars, ‘stunning – the Pilgrims seniors
come together once a year and play their
socks off. This year was no exception.’ 

Cross-country is thriving. Former school
runners, trained by the likes of Bernard
Holiday, are joining the OS ranks in
numbers, and this has resulted in much
improved results. In the alumni race on
Wimbledon Common this year, the open
team came second – our best position ever
and a reminder to the other teams that
Sherborne is one of the top cross-country
schools. Hugh Knudsen, who also runs for
Dorset, will be taking over the captaincy of
the open team. The Sherborne Trophy will
be taking place on February 7 followed by
an event on February 14 in Hyde Park,
London.  

Nick MacIver is seeking to stand down
from running the fives team in favour of
a younger man. Nick has been a terrific
mainstay of Sherborne fives since he
started at the School and his contribution 
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O L D  S H I R B U R N I A N  S A I L I N G  S O C I E T Y

2008 has been an active year for the Old
Shirburnian Sailing Society despite the
poor summer weather. The Boat Show

Meet and Supper in January was moved
from the usual midweek date to a weekend.
This gave a chance to those unable to make
it to London on a midweek evening.

The Stanger Leathes series of matches for
2007/2008 between the OSSS and the
School was won by the latter team for the
first time in several years.  On the Cross
Channel Rally during the May Day Bank
Holiday weekend, Commodore Nick Ware’s
Chindit was the only boat to make it over to
France. All cabins were occupied and we
had a great party in St Vaast. 

In June, the Mid-Summer Madness event
organized by Vice Commodore Peter Innes-
Ker attracted a five yacht fleet. After arriving
in Itchenor, we convened aboard Chindit for
an evening Pimm’s before supper at
Bosham Sailing Club. 

Towards the end of September, ten boys
from the School were entertained for a
weekend aboard Chindit and Riobamba.
With barely a breath of wind, we eventually
had to resort to the engine to reach
Lymington in time for dinner. An enjoyable
weekend was had despite the lack of wind.
For this year’s Arrow Trophy we came up
with a slimline hot shot team of Ed Whipp,
Alec Russell, Robert Gosling, Michael Pope,
David Hoey and a ringer in the form of
Shaun Hopkins. The Old Guard was helmed
by Stephen Foot, supported by an able
crew of Rupert Bonham-Smith, John Jordan
and Marcus Chavasse.

Light winds caused much drifting, with half
the hot shots team forming an important
ballast position in the forward cabin.  They
managed a first in the opening race in clear
air. Unfortunately tricky tides for the
remaining three races led to a lack of clear
starts and mid-fleet results and lack of
qualification for the match racing on day
two. 

Day two brought thick fog which delayed
starting proceedings.  When boats were
finally able to leave Cowes, they set out
following the committee boat through the
fog out of sight of land to a start line close
to the Brambles Bank (of QE2 fame).  
The hot shots finished with a mid fleet
position, whilst the Old Guard finished
further down having continued their
tradition of damaging the ringer bowperson
who managed to fall down the bow hatch.

2009 promises to be a particularly active
year for the Society as we will be
celebrating its 40th Anniversary. The year
starts with a Boat Show Meet followed by
Dinner at Borough Market on Saturday 10
January. Later in the year there will be a
40th Anniversary Rally and Dinner to be
held at Gin’s Farm on the Beaulieu River on
the weekend of 27 and 28 June. The Old
Shirburnian Sailing Society welcomes all Old
Shirburnians with an interest in sailing and,
following a change to the Constitution, we
are pleased to accept former Sherborne
Girls as members.  For further information
please contact the Commodore, Nick Ware
at nick.ware@chindit.co.uk or mobile 
07769 643359. �

NICK WARE AND ROBERT GOSLING

E N G A G E M E N T S
ADAMS James Henry Kenneth c 99 to Miss Donna Bennett
ARCHER Timothy William Kendray c 97 to Miss Marie Hamren-Larsson
BALSTON Harry Jethro h 97 to Miss Catherine Jackson
CHUTER Nicholas Daniel Winn m 98 to Miss Heather McPhail 
COLERIDGE Nicholas John h 99 to Dr Sarah Birkenhead 
CRAIG Duncan James m 94 to Miss Eileen Potgieter
CROFT Neal Simon d 91 to Miss Laura Klein
FERGUSON Rory James de Poulton b 98 to Dr Leila Cunningham
FOOTNER Timothy Robert Campbell h 94 to Miss Cecily Dixon-Brown
GOODSON-WICKES Henry John Fox c 97 to Miss Nicola Shipway
KEITH-WELSH Thomas h 97 to Miss Kate Lamberth
KIERSTEAD Christopher Sterling f 98 to Miss Joanna Ferrier
KRASUN Charles Robert h 97 to Miss Claire Alfrey
LERWILL Simon Michael g 98 to Miss Laura Hodgkinson
LOCKHART-MIRAMS Gavin Dominic d 98 to Miss Georgina Selleck
LOCKHART SMITH James Bannister f 98 to Señora Yvonne Duarte Pena 
LOMER Benjamin Charles Richard e 95 to Miss Sarah Rolfe
MANN William Edward f 97 to Miss Sally McGuire
ROBINSON Thomas James Daniell a 96 to Miss Ellen Pooley
RONAYNE Ian Michael Charles h 91 to Miss Anna Taylor
SOUTHCOTT Nicholas Charles m 93 to Miss Emma Pearce
STUZER Robert Stephen f 98 to Miss Kathleen Roe
THOMPSON Simon Charles Gavourin d 92 to Miss Joanna Haycock
TICE Richard Ian h 84 to Miss Lucy Green
TODD George Andrew Buchanan c 94 to Dr Amanda Scott
VENNE Charles Ryan d 95 to Miss Claire Smith
WALLACE William Stuart c 92 to The Hon Camilla Vivian
WARNER Thomas Francesco Berni c 95 to Miss Georgina Maw
WELBY-EVERARD Guy John Earle h 97 to Miss Henrietta Snook
WILSEY Simon Robert Willasey m 98 to Miss Katherine Skinner
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has always been recognised. Nick Lamb has
fought on three fronts with the squash boys
– in the Londonderry Cup, the Dorset
League and of course the Pilgrims weekend
– and has managed the near-impossible of
turning out a number of teams. Nick would
welcome any squash players to join his
roster: the following excerpt from an e-mail
to the OS Office offers just a flavour of the
frustration sometimes experienced by our
sport managers . . . 

‘Thank you so much for all those contact
details, they were really useful. Didn’t have
much extra success for Sunday but many
people interested for future activities. Some
interesting replies with a huge variety of
excuses such as ‘about to have twins’, ‘my
wife would kill me’, ‘squash would kill me’,
‘living in Vietnam’, ‘hip replacement and
3 knee replacements’ (all same person),
‘many other ailments’ and ‘I’m 83
years old’.’ 

One final appointment over the past year is
that of a new Hon Secretary.   Ed Lyons, a
playing stalwart of the Club in his younger
years and latterly a parent at the School,
has picked up that baton and would be
pleased to hear from anyone with interest
in Pilgrims sport. It only remains to be said
that you do not have to be a Pilgrim to play
for the Club – if you are an OS, you are very
welcome to participate. �

ROBERT HANDS 

O L D  S H I R B U R N I A N  G O L F I N G  S O C I E T Y

Mixed fortune is a reasonable
summary of the Society’s
achievements on the 24 different

courses played at during the year.
Nevertheless it was an enjoyable year with
over 110 members partaking in the various
matches and tournaments.

In the Brent Knoll the team of Nigel Whalley
and Nick Aubin; James Chappell and Ed
Elliot-Square; Hugo Ambrose and Simon
Buchanan was beaten in the first round of
the Bowl and Plate in late March. Moving on
to Sandwich for the Halford Hewitt in early
April, we played Harrow in the first round.
On recent records the bookmakers’ odds
would have called it a close contest, and so
it was. Unfortunately, we made the odd
error at crucial moments and lost 2-3. The
team was: Rhys Francis and Clive Martin;
Nick Aubin and Nigel Whalley; Stuart Gillett
and Nick Hyde; Hugo Ambrose and Toby
Couzens; Peter Martin and James Chappell.
However, we did better in the Plate,
winning three matches before losing in
the semi-finals.

In the G L Mellin for the over 55s we lost
in the first round of the Salver and Plate.
The team was: Mike Falconer and Gavin

Webb-Wilson; John Youngman and Mark
Cannon Brookes; Martin Ireland and David
Dinkeldein. The best was kept to the last
tournament of the year – the Grafton
Morrish in late September at Hunstanton
and Brancaster. We had qualified in May
with a score five better than the field, and
this good form was carried to the match
play. We won three rounds and then lost to
Merchant Taylors’ in what had to be a nine
hole match due to heavy fog in the
morning. The team was: Rhys Francis and
Clive Martin; Philip Brown and James
Chappell; Stuart Gillett and Toby Couzens.

The Society played 27 matches, winning 9,
losing 13 and halving 5. At the three
meetings the major prize winners were:
Hugo Ambrose, Nick Aubin, Jonny Brock,
Bill Davis, Dick Draper, Howard Gill, Richard
Gray, Jerry Hill, Andrew Rose, John
Youngman, Gavin Webb-Wilson and Tom C
B Williams

In October, 14 pairs competed for the Peter
Currie Cup at the Family Day held at
Woking. The winners were Gavin and
Thomas Webb-Wilson, a point ahead of Will
and Rob Rydon.

At the AGM in April, Alan Gale was elected
Captain, with Robin Amoore and Tony
Steele-Perkins as Vice-Captains. 

John Beer was one of the founding
members of the Society in 1930 and
celebrated his 98th birthday in early
November. John was, and still is, a great
supporter of the Society. He played in
OSGS teams in 59 tournaments and over
300 matches, as well as managing the
Halford Hewitt and G L Mellin teams for
several years. He was visited the day before
his birthday and presented with a suitable
bottle of claret. He was so pleased, and also
delighted with the card – ‘To John, from all
your many friends in the Society’.

Full details of membership, and the
subsidies available for younger members to
help with the expense of a day’s golf, are
available from the Hon. Secretary, Howard
Gill – 020 8946 8588 (H), 020 7863 8494 (O)
07788 628678 (M), hfgill@forsters.co.uk 

The website www.osgs.org gives a lot of
detail and will provide a good idea of what
the Society can offer a golfing OS of
whatever age. �

HOWARD GILL



M A R R I A G E S
FIDGEN Robert Alistair Charles a 95 to Miss Lucinda Prain 30 August 2008
FILTNESS David Mark f 97 to Miss Rebecca Steadman 23 August 2008
GRIST Matthew Thomas g 97 to Miss Clare Sixsmith 25 March 2007
HEMSLEY John Neville g 74 to Miss Sandra Krüsi 20 July 2007
JOHNSON Stephen Richard Hall g 49 to Mrs Susan Hodge 12 August 2008
LAMONT Douglas Ross m 92 to Miss Francesca Wightman 19 April 2008
LUARD Peter John b 95 to Miss Minky Sloane 5 April 2008
SANGSTER Ewan John m 91 to Miss Georgina Tarrant 2 February 2008

D E A T H S
BARTLETT, Edward Gerrard (d 39) 1 July 2008
BOWER, Bruce Phillips (c 44) 3 July 2008
BUCKELL, Stephen William (c 67) 18 July 2008
BUSH, John Graham (a 54) 21 November 2008
COLLINS, Arthur Edward Phillips (h 53) November 2007
COTTAM, John Barnaby Stevenson (a 46) May 2008
DAWNAY, Christopher Ronald (b 51) 28 December 2008
DEVEREUX, Robert Arthur (a 45) 2008
EAMES, David (b 38) 17 March 2008
EDWARDS, Thomas James (g 39) 23 June 2008
FISHER, Ivan Charles Sydney (h 44) 14 December 2007
FRANKLIN, John William Burgoyne (b 58) 2008
GAEL, Christopher Douglas (f 49) 1 May 2008
GILLESPIE, Douglas Ian (g 51) 1 December 2008
GLEN, Robert Sawers (Staff 60-90) 23 February 2008
GUBBINS, John Cecil Rolls (a 50) 1 December 2007
HAMILTON, Edward Anthony (h 45) 2008
HANCOCK, Ralegh Orme (c 31) 4 March 2008
HARDIMAN, Andrew Robert (d 69) 31 August 2008
HARRIS, Horace Daniel Gibson (h 33) 19 November 2007
HOLLOWAY, Beverley Harold (g 33) 2008
JACKSON, John Bonamy (g 72) 27 April 2007
KENDALL, John Crisp Chater (h 46) 18 January 2008
KENNY, William John (d 38) 13 September 2008
KINGSBERRY, David Langton (b 46) 2008
KIRKE, Michael Austen (d 33) May 2007
LENNOX, Neil (d 46) 1 November 2007
LEWIS, John Warburton (a 41) 25 August 2008
LUCAS, George (f 42) 1 August 2008

McBRIDE, Alastair Lazareff Barrie (e 99) 2008
MELHUISH, Leonard John (a 40) 26 February 2008
MILNE, Kenneth James (g 46) 14 November 2007
MINTER, Robert Hearne (a 43) April 2008
MOYLE, John Frederick Malcolm (b 31) 31 May 2008
MOYO, Ratidzo Isaac (g 07) 28 March 2008
NATION, Barry Hamilton Codrington (g 35) November 2007
NEAVE, Julius Arthur Sheffield ( d 37) 30 October 2008
NESBITT, John Anthony (a 34) 15 August 2006
NEVILL, Patrick Alexander Colles (a 64) 6 November 2007
NICHOLSON, David d’Arcy (a 46) 1 September 2008
PEACE, Michael Henry Clift (d 60) 3 January 2008
PEEK, Robert Lancelot Gervase (c 46) 21 September 2008
PERFECT, Nigel Trelawney (f 64) 3 March 2008
PRALLE, John Peter (g 49) 4 August 2008
PRITCHETT, David Anthony (f 49) 24 March 2008
RIDGWELL, Harry Charles (d 62) March 2008
SCAMMELL, John Richard Lyn (c 37) August 2008
SCOTT, John Gilbert Mortimer (b 43) 9 July 2007
SECKER-WALKER, Roger Henry (d 53) September 2008
SMITH, Alan Hardman (f 51) 8 January 2007
SMITH, Martin Henry (f 52) 18 May 2007
TOZER, John Robert (a 47) 11 December 2008
VELLACOTT, George Harold (g 38) 2008
VIPAN, Peter Guy Lushington (h 40) 10 November 2008
WALKER, John Michael (c 49) 2008
WARD, Robert Sumner (h 57) 1 December 2007
WINGFIELD DIGBY, John Michael (b 56) 28 August 2008
WRIGHT, Donald Essex (f 31) 8 October 2008

O B I T U A R I E S
R O B E R T  G L E N  ( S T A F F  1 9 6 0 - 1 9 8 8 )

Robert Glen, who arrived in Sherborne
in 1960 – many of whose early pupils
will already have retired – died in

May 2008.  He was 81.  He will be vividly
remembered, for so wide was his range of
talents and accomplishments that he
singularly enriched the life of the whole
community for a quarter of a century and
more.

He was primarily appointed to teach
classics and it was clear from the outset
that he was a master of his brief.  More
than that, however, he was an enthusiast of
rare warmth, a vigorous champion of the
language and literature of the Ancient
World.  This intellectual delight was
spontaneously caught by his pupils who,
like their master, never doubted the
relevance of their studies to their own 20th
century lives.

When he arrived, he acquired Devan Haye,
a bizarre, colonial-style house built partly of
corrugated iron, bringing with him his aunt
and his mother.  Charming, competent and
capable, they and Robert set a pattern of
generous hospitality which was already
starting elsewhere to fade.   Afternoon tea
meant bread and butter, scones, at least
two home-made cakes and biscuits, and
woe betide you if you appeared

fainthearted.  Devan Haye was their home
until they, one by one, came to the end of
their lives.  Even without Mrs Glen and Miss
Sawers, Robert was not alone.  He was
unusually tender-hearted and kept birds in
aviaries.  These he had bought from
petshops if he felt their cages were too
confining.  Dogs, too, he was particularly
fond of.  But latterly he chose rescue dogs
from animal sanctuaries, dogs of uncertain
temperaments, given to nervous barking,
given, too, to biting his car upholstery to
shreds. They were never chastised and
rarely rebuked.

Robert’s arrival at Sherborne filled an
awkward gap. The two members of staff
who had most usually directed the plays,
John Buchanan and John Melvin, had both
left to become headmasters.  Robert,
already an accomplished and experienced
director, offered his services and a
succession of memorable plays and
spectacles followed.  Latterly, in the 70s and
80s, with Patrick Shelley and Augusta Miller,
he directed fifteen productions for Dorset
Opera, which again enriched the
experience of present and old pupils of
Sherborne School and of Sherborne Girls
singing in the chorus.  Since he had worked
as a répétiteur at Glyndebourne he knew
what he was about, and the professional
singers and orchestra naturally recognised
his authority.  In the rehearsal period he
would delicately pick his way between the
squalls and tantrums, both real and
artificial, reducing the tensions and
spreading harmony and light.  Sharp
confrontations were alien and distasteful to
him, and he instinctively chose the path of
moderation.

When his housemastership at Abbeylands
came to a close, he resolved to take holy
orders and after the requisite period of
study and preparation he emerged as a
priest.  He was assistant chaplain at
Sherborne School, he worked particularly in
Yetminster and served four years as Rural
Dean of Sherborne.  This new career, new
vocation, was, as might be expected, the
old career, the old vocation with an
additional and significant spiritual quality.
Robert was the same person, but his talents
were used anew.  He preached
perceptively, often humorously.  He brought
comfort to the distressed, saw families
through christenings, marriages and
bereavement.  Robert’s life of service up 
until this point, had always been expressive
of and informed by his faith.  Now, beyond

his life as a schoolmaster he continued to
live a life of service.

This wise and compassionate man, with his
admirable intellect and perception, his
kindness and generosity, his charm and
good humour, has left us, but our grateful
memory of him endures. �

SIMON WILKINSON

BOB TOZER (a 44-47)

As we went to press, it was with great
sadness that we learnt of the death
of Bob Tozer on 11 December 2008.

Bob was Registrar at Sherborne between
1986 and 1992 before becoming OSS
Honorary Secretary for six years. His
knowledge of all things Shirburnian was
encyclopaedic and he continued to be a
fantastic help to the OSS Office – we shall
feel lost in attempting to spot OS
engagements, marriages, promotions and
commissions without his meticulous
research. On behalf of all OS, we send our
heartfelt condolences to Penny and all of
Bob’s family. A full obituary will appear in
next year’s issue of the OS Record. There
will be a Memorial Service in The School
Chapel on Saturday 24 January at 11.30am. �

Ideally we would like to include as
many obituaries as possible in the
Record, but constraints on space, and
the fact that we are bound by other
publications’ copyright laws to publish
obituaries in full, means that we have
had to establish firm guidelines. As a
result, we only publish obituaries on
members of staff, the Governing Body
and those OS who have dedicated a
considerable period of their lives to
the service of the School.

All other published OS obituaries are
shown on the OSS website and are
also available in hard copy, or by email
request, from the OSS office.  If you
would like a copy of any of these,
please do let us know.

Since the last publication of the
Record, the following obituaries now
appear in full on the OSS website.

www.oldshirburnian.org.uk

JOHN ARDAGH (b 46)
RATI MOYO (g 07)

JULIUS NEAVE (d 37)
MARTIN SMITH (f 52)
JOHN SCOTT (b 53)
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O L D  S H I R B U R N I A N  N E W S

1 9 5 0 ’ s
TIM CARR (b 52) and NIGEL HAWKINS
(b 53) had a chance meeting on RMS St
Helena sailing from Cape Town. Despite
not having seen each other for 56 years,
they wasted no time in forming an Abbey
House team in the deck-skittles
tournament but went down in a first round
defeat to a highly competent team of
ship’s officers.

J C HAIGH (d 59) supports two small
primary schools in Uganda, helped by
students. His website www.jerryhaigh.com
describes his work.

A C GARROD (b 56) is
Professor and Chair of the
Education Department at
Dartmouth College in New
Hampshire, USA.  For the last
ten years he has run two
ongoing projects: a teaching internship
program that operates in the Marshall
Islands in the Central Pacific and a research
project in Bosnia-Herzegovina that
investigates children’s and adolescents’
psychological adaptations following the
Balkans War in the 1990s. For the last two
years, he has directed multi-ethnic and
multi-lingual productions of Shakespeare
with Bosnian teenagers in Bosnia and
Montenegro.

J M WINGFIELD DIGBY (b 56), who sadly
died in August, is seen here with his horse
‘Bertie May’, after winning his first hurdle
race at Exeter earlier this year.  

1 9 6 0 ’ s
K M DESMOND (g 1968) has developed a
pathfinder website where towns around the
world are being invited to adopt, protect
and save threatened species.  You are
invited to visit the website and see how
one might be able to promote this original
and community-based approach. See
publications.   www.eve-urgent.org

1 9 7 0 ’ s
E  D FURSDON (m 71), High Sheriff of
Devon, played in the World Finals of Stické
Tennis.  (Stické is played with standard
lawn tennis racquets and low pressure balls
in an enclosed court. The word stické
derives from Sphairistikè, ancient Greek
meaning ‘the art of playing ball’.)

W G KILPATRICK (c 70) is now Senior
Financial Officer of Toyota Motor Finance
(Netherlands) in Amsterdam.

R N MAAS (a 78) appears regularly on
BBC’s ‘Antiques Roadshow’ and on ‘Castle
in the Country’, as a picture specialist. He
also co-owns and runs The Watercolours
and Drawings Fair.  Another job, like Bill
Murray in ‘Lost in Translation’, is to
promote Ballantine’s whisky in the Far East.

R J B MADLEY (a 75) who currently works
as an auctioneer for Drewett Neate, went
to India in February to conduct the ground
breaking Indian Premier League Players
auction, selling 77 of the worlds’ top
cricketers for $41 million! 

J D W POCOCK (f 78) Representing Great
Britain, he took part in the Triathlon World
Championships – 4 km swim, 120 km bike,
30 km run – held in Almere, Holland.  He
came 7 of 17 in his age-group of the GB
team and roughly halfway up the field of
140 of all athletes in his age group. 

1 9 8 0 ’ s
H R BONNEVILLE (WILLIAMS) (d 81) was
recently awarded ‘Best Actor’ at the Monte
Carlo Comedy Film Festival for his
performance in French Film. 

R T H JONES (g 87), son of the legendary
Colonel ‘H’ Jones VC, greeted the Duchess
of Cornwall (in her rôle of Royal Colonel of
the 4th Battalion The Rifles) when she
visited Bulford Camp in July. He then
accompanied her when she was driven in a
15-ton Bulldog armoured personnel carrier
for a bone-shaking spin around the camp.

T M L HALL (a 85) is a sales manager in
telecommunications and lives about 20
miles from central Auckland.  He is married
to Anne, a Kiwi girl, and they have two
daughters aged 8 and 10.  He invites any
OS coming ‘down under’ to get in touch.  

J L A LANE (f 80) is working for Alstom
Switzerland Ltd as quality director of the
Gas Turbines Activity in Baden. 

1 9 9 0 ’ s
J C ANDERTON (a 96) was Stage Manager
for High School Musical, one of the top
West End shows.  

T C BLOMFIELD (m 94) is working for a
company called Orangements based in
Wiltshire organizing all forms of
entertainment, from jugglers to bands, for
events such as weddings or corporate
training days.  www.orangements.com

D N BEDNALL (a 97) continues to make
waves in the music world. His recently
commissioned setting of the Magnificat
and Nunc Dimittis, written for the choir of
Wells Cathedral and known as ‘The Wells
Service’, was given its world première in a
live BBC Radio 3 broadcast of Choral
Evensong from Wells in January 2008.
David is sub-organist at Bristol Cathedral
and maintains an extensive freelance
career combined with PhD studies at the
University of Bristol.
www.davidbednall.com

CAPT O J B BIGGS (a 98) 1st Bn
Coldstream Guards, CAPT J R E RALEY 
(e 97) 1st Bn Coldstream Guards, CAPT
N W STONE (a 98) 2nd Bn The Yorkshire
Regiment all served together in Sangin,
Helmand Province, southern Afghanistan
in October/November 2007.

N J CRACKNELL (m 96) and C A MIERS
(m 96) have launched a new magazine,
Foodservice Footprint, aimed at tackling
environmental issues within the food
industry. It seeks to provide an unbiased
look at the ‘green’ issues that are key to
buyers’ and suppliers’ decision-making.  
To request a copy or find out more please
email: charles@foodservicefootprint.com

A J CROWE (e 90) competed in the Malibu
Olympic event in a time of 2:27 minutes
(1500m swim, 40k ride and 10k run) and did
well in his age-group. He continues to play
golf and looks forward to joining the OSGS
seniors in years to come.

E T ELLIOT-SQUARE (g 94) has lowered his
golf handicap from 12 to 5 in less than
three years, placing him in line to compete
at the Belfry in a new amateur golf
tournament.  He has been devoting all his
spare hours to improving his game, with a
view to winning a place in the final of the
2008 Real Open Golf championship.

D M FILTNESS (f 96) has joined the Royal
Navy’s newest and most advanced attack
submarine, HMS Astute, in build at BAE
Systems in Barrow-in-Furness, as her
Operations Officer.

C M GLAISYER (e 90) is a nationally
recognised artist and founder of the
Artoose Collective – he has widely
exhibited, with work in collections all over
the world.  He is also a strong advocate of
the Bridport Art Scene. www.kitglaisyer.com
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P J LUARD (b 95) has broken the world
record for rowing the Atlantic in 33 days,
7 hours and 30 minutes.  He did the
challenge in memory of his mother, who
sadly lost a brief battle with cancer, raising
money for two charities from which she
benefited: ‘St Margaret’s Hospice’ and
their local church in Stawley.   In June 2009,
he will be rowing from New York to
Falmouth hoping to break the current
world record of 55 days.
www.rowingtheatlantic.co.uk 

T H RIXTON (f 90)
is a London music
producer and, with
his wife Patricia
O’Shea, owns the

Home Buenos Aires, a hip and stylish hotel
in Palermo Hollywood, Buenos Aires.
www.homebuenosaires.com 

MAJOR C T SARGENT (b 90) and MAJOR
B M WILDE (a 94). Both serving officers
met whilst attending the Army Staff
College in Shrivenham. As part of the
training they were able to conduct a
battlefield tour to Arnhem, and whilst
there, found the grave of LIEUTENANT J H
GRAYBURN VC (b 36) who was
posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross
during the ill-fated ‘Operation Market
Garden’ in 1944. The defence of the
Arnhem Bridge was one of the great epics
of the war and was the basis of the film A
Bridge to Far. 

R S STUZER (f 98) is married and works as
a private banker for Dexia in Luxembourg.
He went on a cricket tour in August to play
in Denmark with a team called ‘The
Swingers CC’, comprised mainly of Old
Shirburnians and captained by P L HARRIS
(h 98).

M E SLADE (c 65) Helical Bar, and
B P FABRICIUS (e 97) Fitzdares, were both
nominees in the business sector of the
‘Mayfair Personality of the Year Awards
2007/2008’.

2 0 0 0 ’ s
G C FRITH (d 00) has moved to Dubai and
is currently working in the Dubai
International Financial Centre as a
commodities trader for Standard Bank plc.

W A V HAYLER (c 01) and L W O LEWIS
(c 01) In 2005, they set up Ticket to Ride
and now run gap year courses in South
Africa, Mozambique, Costa Rica, as well as
school and university trips to Portugal and
Morocco.  In March they received the
‘Dame Anita Roddick Young Entrepreneur
of the Year’ award from SEEDA (South East
Enterprise Development Agency) for their
achievements, development, and focus on
responsible travel. 

R G S LANE (b 01) featured in the
television programme marking the 60th
birthday of the Prince of Wales.  Prince
Charles was filmed awarding the Military
Cross to Rupert, who spoke at some length
with the heir to the throne.  Rupert’s own
recollection of the incident, for which he
was awarded the MC, is as follows: It was
pretty wild. It seems almost like a cinematic
experience now, like we were in some kind
of movie. It was hairy. There had been no
attack like it in that particular location ever
(the 4 1/2 hour battle was the heaviest in
Basra in 4 years since 2003) so it was
completely out of the blue. It was the most
coordinated attack that the militia had
managed at all and to be attacked at an
isolated outpost, when I had only 24 guys,
by around 200 militia in what was clearly
a coordinated attack in an urban
environment, made it much more difficult
for us to identify them. And with the
firepower they had compared to what we
had, the guys did absolutely superbly to
hold their own and in fact defeat the
enemy.

(In awarding Rupert his decoration, the
Prince was following in the footsteps of his
great-great-great grandmother Queen
Victoria.  Lieutenant Henry Raby (b 1841)
was the first-ever recipient of the Victoria
Cross in a ceremony performed in Hyde
Park by the Queen in 1856. The story goes
that, in her enthusiasm, she put the pin not
only through his uniform but into his flesh.
In true OS style, he is said not to have
flinched!) 

OS seem to have an insatiable
appetite for mixing it with the ‘Queen
of Mean’, Anne Robinson, on BBC’s
The Weakest Link.

JOHN HARDEN (g 70) was her latest
OS victim succeeding ANDREW
MORTON (a 86) and CHARLES
COLLINGWOOD (h 60). Unlike the
smooth victories of Andrew and
Charles, John only managed to
struggle across the line due to a long
series of fortuitous guesses. Three OS
winners can’t be bad!

C T COX (c 01) Having embarked on a
hugely promising acting career, including a
leading rôle in the feature film ‘Stardust’,
he has become involved with the charity
‘The Starlight Children’s Foundation’.  He
and others, including E W GAMMELL 
(d 99), C P W GAMMELL (d 01) and C P
WALSH (d 99) wanted to realise the wish

of a terminally ill little girl called Chelsea
to appear on stage in the West End.
Together with Chelsea, they and others
took part in a spectacular Christmas panto
production of Cinderella, ‘The Shoe Must
Go On’, at the Piccadilly Theatre in the
West End in December.
www.starlight.org.uk

Charlie Cox and Hugh Bonneveille seen here working

together on Stephen Poliakoff’s latest film, ‘1939’.

J R M HILL (b 02) and A P M MULLINEUX (m 99) competed in the 2008 Caterham
Academy. The championship puts 50 novice racing drivers through their first season
of racing – all in identical Caterham 7 sports cars. Both Jon and Peter finished in the
top 10 of their group of 25. Peter is the grandson of OLIVER HOLT (a 28) – a
retrospective exhibition of his grandfather’s work was held in the Oliver Holt Gallery
this autumn. (Please see Events on page 25)

D M PARK (b 05) is President of the Oxford
University Rugby Fives Club having
previously served as secretary.

C H VAUGHAN-LEE (d 00), with six others,
successfully completed the 6.5 km ‘Bridge
to Bridge’ swim from Asia to Europe,
crossing the Bosphorous straits, raising
funds for the Africa and Asian based
charity SPW.
www.justgiving.com/swimasiatoeurope

S M PEARSON (b 00) and J B SAUNDERS
(d 00) cycled from Land’s End to John
O’Groats in May and completed the 875
miles in 7 days which demanded cycling up
to 125 miles on any individual day. The two
charities they chose to support were
‘personal’ to them, both helping people
they know.  www.leukaemia.org
www.aspire.org.uk  

G N SMIBERT (f 06) was appointed
Captain of Oxford University’s Rugby
League Team and played a key rôle in
Oxford’s victory in the Varsity Match at The
Stoop in March.

O W LUARD, J C BRITTEN, J N MIÉVILLE and P J C SHAW-BROWN (d, m, a, c,
2002) spent eight days in August attempting to pedalo the length of the Thames
in an effort to raise sponsorship and awareness for The Alzheimer’s Society and
WaterAid.  At an average speed of only 2mph, they managed to complete the
135 miles to Putney in time to attend a fundraising event which saw numerous
other OS ‘cheer in’ the lycra-clad heroes! Having survived the rain, the chafing
and an incident with a rainbow-flagged party boat, they were relieved to
complete the challenge and amazed to find the sponsorship total standing close
to £20k. Please see www.pedalochallenge.com for stories, photographs and the
opportunity to contribute.

M I S S I N G  L I S T
The list of missing OS is published on the
website. Hard copy is available from the

OSS office on request.
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H O N O U R S
BRAMBLE, W F J (h 85)
QCVS (Afghanistan)

HOLMES, A L (f 61)
OBE ‘for services to British business in Ghana and
promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility’.

LANE, R G S (b 01)
MC (Afghanistan)

MUIRHEAD, J D C (b 66)
MBE (Queen’s Birthday Honours)

P R O M O T I O N S  A N D
C O M M I S S I O N S
BRAMBLE, W F J (h 85) to Colonel

FITZGERALD, N O (a 81) to Colonel

LACEY, M G (a 78) to Brigadier

LYNE, M J E (f 03) The Rifles

NITSCH, R M B (a 83) to Brigadier

PORTER, R J M (d 78) to Major General

STEVENSON, J I S (d 80) to Brigadier

A P P O I N T M E N T S
FURSDON, E D (m 71)
High Sherriff of Devon

WINGFIELD DIGBY, N J (h 67)
Deputy Lieutenant for Cambridgeshire

V I S I T S  T O  T H E  O S S  O F F I C E

It is always a great pleasure to welcome OS and friends to the School. With all visitors now being asked to sign in on their arrival at
Reception, it would help us enormously if you could let us know in advance the day and time of your intended visit so that we can inform
Custos. This will also ensure that we will be available to greet you and that your visit is an enjoyable one.

P I L G R I M S
These are the people to contact in the
first instance regarding the individual
Pilgrims sports. Some sports have
match managers for individual games
or events, but overall responsibility
rests with the following:

HON SECRETARY
Ed Lyons, 01934 853520 (H)
ed@lyonsrounsfell.co.uk

CRICKET
Peter Langly-Smith
M. 07861 380431
E. peter.langly-smith@prupim.com

CROSS COUNTRY
Ed Pitt Ford
M. 07769 773368
E. tep05@ic.ac.uk

FIVES
Nick MacIver
T. 020 7556 4457 (O)
M. 07786 260108
E. nickmaciver@yahoo.co.uk

HOCKEY
Jimmy McKillop
M. 07899 075338
E. jmckillop@savills.com

RUGBY
Nick Cook
M. 07739 147775
E. nickcook8@yahoo.com

SOCCER
Don Cameron
T. 01935 813678 (H)
E. dcameron@sherborne.org

SQUASH AND TENNIS
Nick Lamb
M. 07720 772138
E. nickmlamb@yahoo.co.uk

www.sherbornepilgrims.co.uk

GOLF
Howard Gill
T. 020 7863 8494 (O)
M. 07788 628678
E. hfgill@forsters.co.uk

SAILING
Nick Ware
M. 07769 643359
E. nick.ware@chindit.co.uk www.oldshirburnian.org.uk

O S S  C O M M I T T E E  2 0 0 8  –  2 0 0 9
THE PRESIDENT

Charles Collingwood

TRUSTEES
John Hargrove, Richard Green, Michael French

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

FINANCE AND BURSARY SUB-COMMITTEE
Angus Cater (Chairman), Robin Brown (Hon. Treasurer)

John Hargrove (Trustees’ Representative), Simon Eliot (Headmaster)
Bill Burn (Staff Representative), Hugh Archer (OSS Chairman),

John Harden (Secretary)

YEAR GROUP REPRESENTATIVES (MAIN COMMITTEE)
Staff Bill Burn

1937 – 1947     Sam Smart (a 45)
1958 Richard Warren (g 58)
1962 Mike Rearden (b 62)
1964 Richard Anderton (a 64)
1966 Charles Ouin (d 66)
1970 Angus Cater (c 70)
1980 Patrick Macintosh (h 80)
1981 Stephen Rees-Williams (h 81)
1983 Ben Jeapes (h 83)
1988           Alasdair Vaux (g 88)
1991 Edward Holme (b 91)
1992          Will Wingfield Digby (d 92)
1994 Will Hargrove (h 94)
1999         Jonathan Morris (e 99)
2000 James Meeke (b 00) 
2001 Jimmy McKillop (m 01)

Tom Williams (f 01)
2002          David Hoey (h&d 02)
2003          Tom Fox-Davies (c 03)
2004          Edward Selfe (c 04)
2005          Tom Fineman (b 05)

David Kirk (a 05)
2006 George Densham (a 06)

If ever you need advice, and your year-group is unrepresented, please do
contact the Old Shirburnian Office, who will be delighted to discuss any ideas
and offer support.

T. 01935 810557/810558   F. 01935 810551   E. oss@sherborne.org

PRESIDENT
Charles Collingwood

CHAIRMAN 
Hugh Archer

SECRETARY
John Harden

HON. TREASURER
Robin Brown

HEADMASTER
Simon Eliot

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Bill Burn

CAREERS
REPRESENTATIVE

Charles Ouin

PILGRIMS
REPRESENTATIVE

Stephen Rees-Williams

OSGS REPRESENTATIVE
Patrick Macintosh

OSSS REPRESENTATIVE
Richard Anderton

SHERBORNE HOUSE
REPRESENTATIVE

James Nurton

CHAIRMAN OF
FINANCE & BURSARY

SUB-COMMITTEE
Angus Cater

CATEGORY A
REPRESENTATIVE
Edward Bridges

Category B and C
Representatives have

retired by rotation and
new Representatives

are to be elected

DID YOU SERVE
WITH THE ROYAL
NAVAL AIR SERVICE
OR FLEET AIR ARM?
In 2009 the Royal Navy will be celebrating the
the Centenary of Naval Aviation with an exciting
programme of events, dinners and reunions
including a Service of Thanksgiving at St Paul’s
Cathedral and a Centenary Garden Party at
Buckingham Palace. Don’t miss this
opportunity to meet up with old
friends. For further details contact
Commander Sue Eagles QVRM RD
Royal Navy Tel: 01935 456150.     

O S  M E R C H A N D I S E
These items may be purchased from:

THE OLD SHIRBURNIAN OFFICE
SHERBORNE SCHOOL, SHERBORNE, DORSET DT9 3AP

Tel: 01935 810557/8  • Fax: 01935 810551  • Email: oss@sherborne.org 

Prices exclude P&P
UMBRELLAS £20.00
MUGS £5.00
OS SOCKS (town and country) £10.00
THE SHERBORNE REGISTER £10.00
(Seventh Edition, 1925-2000)

SCARF (country colours) £30.00
BRACES (country colours) £35.00
BOXER SHORTS (town colours S,M,L) £15.00

The following are available in silk, in both town and country colours:

OS TIE £20.00
PILGRIMS TIE £20.00
BOW TIES £17.50
CRAVATS £38.50
CUFFLINKS £35.00

P R I N T S  O F  T H E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O U R T S

WILLIAM COOPER, RWA (HON OS, STAFF 52-83)
Collage – Image with white border (framed): £80/£120.00 (S/M)

FRANCIS PHILIP BARRAUD (1824-1901)
Watercolour – Image with cream border: £10.00

JOHN WESTERN
Pen and Ink (signed) – Image with white border: £10.00

JOCELYN GALSWORTHY
The Upper 2007 – Sherborne v Winchester
Watercolour (signed limited edition). Image with cream border: £125.00

www.oldshirburnian.org.uk
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