
The Bell Court in 1845. On the right of the picture is the Box Building, built in 1697 to provide
accommodation for ‘sick boys’ following a severe epidemic of smallpox which had reduced the number
of boys at the School to just seven. The building was demolished in 1855.



In 1885, following two cases of scarlatina in the School being traced to the house of one of the School
washerwomen, the Headmaster established a laundry in Newland, with a detached portion of the
premises furnished with Nelson & Sons’ Disinfecting Apparatus. The building was demolished in the
early 1970s and today the site of St Swithin’s Laundry lies beneath the supermarket car park.



The architect’s design for the new School sanatorium built in 1887 in Acreman Street. It provided
“absolute atmospheric disconnection” and the possibility of treating “at least three different kinds of
fevers simultaneously.”



Taken from the Abbey tower in the 1890s, this photograph shows the newly-built Sanatorium in
Acreman Street. Also evident are the original Fives courts, the gymnasium (now the dining hall), and
the incomplete range of buildings on the north side of The Courts.



In 1914, the Sanatorium was used by a detachment of the Red Cross Society as a military hospital for
nursing wounded soldiers. One small ward was reserved for boys, with the remainder being sent to a
house on Greenhill.



In 1936, the following cases were admitted to the School Sanatorium:

• 28 Tinea Cruris

• 4 Gastritis

• 20 Conjunctivitis

• 7 Concussion

• 1 Haematuria

• 1 Septic Rash

• 1 Septic Foot

• 18 German Measles

• 1 Haematema

• 1 Displacement of patella

• 1 sent from hospital after operation 
on toe

• 3 Boils

• 14 Sore Throats

• 14 Epidemic Pharyngitis

• 10 Feverish Colds

• 71 Influenza

• 4 Otitis Media

• 26 Mumps

• 2 Impetigo

• 1 Rheumatism

• 3 Bronchitis

• 1 Constipation

• 1 Septic Finger and Heel

• 2 Abdominal Pain

• 1 Strained Back

• 1 Mosquito Bite (septic)

• 4 Cases of Appendicitis (operated on 
in the local hospital)



At 4.40pm on Monday 30 September 1940, Sherborne was heavily bombed by 150 German planes, killing
18 people. Two bombs fell outside the Sanatorium in Acreman Street. Luckily, there was only one boy in
the Sanatorium at the time and he took refuge with the Matron under the stairs and both were unhurt,
although the wards were strewn with glass and debris.



This graph was produced by the Headmaster in 1947 to show the effect on the boys’ weight of the
different diets they received before and during the Second World War. The School Medical Officer
reported that rations had lead to “no apparent diminution of health, vitality or growth” adding that
“Great credit is due to the catering and organising staffs of the boarding houses for this happy result.”



School Medical Officer’s Report, 1947.

• Food Poisoning.  Sporadic outbreaks occurred in each House, usually the symptoms were of 
short duration and cleared up rapidly, but one boy in Lyon House developed acute infection 
of his appendix which resulted in severe illness.  In each case mince appeared to be the 
vector.

• Feet.  It is apparent that boys are liable to develop acute foot strain as well as injury to the 
heel bone, as the result of running in gym shoes upon metalled roads.  It is recommended 
that this practice shall be stopped and that boys shall be allowed to run upon the roads only 
with leather soled shoes.

• Bicycles.  Sherborne is situated in a trough, from which it is necessary to climb at each exit.  
Boys vie with each other in riding their bicycles up the steep gradients of Sherborne Hill, 
Marston Road, Bristol Road, Crackmore and Halfway Hill; this practice imposes a great strain 
upon growing hearts and is to be deprecated.

• Rations.  No apparent diminution of health, vitality or growth has been noticed, in spite of 
the fact that energising foods are somewhat curtailed and that variety is so difficult to obtain.  
Great credit is due to the catering and organising staffs of the boarding houses for his happy 
result.



This photograph taken on 26 September 1949 shows a much-enlarged Sanatorium. In 1929 an east
wing of four single wards was added as a memorial to the former Headmaster Nowell Smith, with
quarters for nurses built above it in 1948. In 1937 a north wing was added to provide a convalescent
room with four private rooms above.



School Medical Officer’s Report, 1950.

• Septic throats.  There have been no septic throats reported from Westcott House since their 
lavatories have been attended to.  It is still a matter of grave concern that the number of lavatories 
in all the houses are insufficient for the ever increasing number of boys.

• Spread of respiratory infections.  In order to counteract this danger we should attempt to maintain 
the resistance of the boys by – 1. Good feeding, 2. Regular exercise, 3. Wide ventilation, 4. Good 
facilities for bathing.

• Tuck shop.  It is recommended that the Tuck shop shall be encouraged to stock more fruit, both 
fresh, frozen and tinned, to wean the boys from sweets.

• Hot baths.  Facilities for hot baths should be increased – the boiler capacity of Abbeylands is 
inadequate.

• Feet.  The practice of sending boys for runs in gym shoes upon Tarmac roads gives rise to damage to 
growing feet and should be discontinued.

• Sanatorium.  The house arrangements for the care of sick boys are sufficient and the Sanatorium 
has afforded the best possible care to all the boys sent in for nursing.



In 1974 the Art School took over the south wing of the Sanatorium.



The construction of the School Sports Centre in May 1975, with the Sanatorium in the background.
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