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Our outgoing President Stanley Johnson (g 58) wrote in his message to the OS
Record that he was not able to name his successor as his predecessor Charles
Collingwood had done. Such eloquent Presidents do not come along very often-

and like buses two have been and gone!

Suffice it to say it was a great surprise - and
honour - to be cornered just before the
Pilgrims 90th Anniversary Dinner at the RAC
by a substantial front row of Stanley, Charles
and John Harden. Saying no to those
heavyweights was not an option. I now
understand the selection process of our
President!

To embark on three years as your President
gives an opportunity to renew many
friendships from the past and an excuse to
relive the many pleasant memories of my
time at Sherborne and since.

Supporting the considerable efforts of the
Headmaster and his staff to drive forward
the academic achievements and standards
has been at the top of my agenda from my
first public role promoting the School’s
name in Jersey in May and OS Day at
Sherborne. Both appearances were very
much off the substitutes bench for Stanley
who was answering the call of the wild up a
mountain in Madagascar!

However much I enjoyed my sporting days
at Sherborne, it is clear today that the
emphasis on raising the educational
standards is given more weight than I did in
the 1960’s! Somehow striving for a place at
Cambridge to have the opportunity of a
Blue seemed more important than the
academic results. Today maintaining a
balance between work and play is likely to
produce a well-rounded OS for which the
School has rightly always been renowned.

As we enter 2014 there are many reminders
of the staggering loss of life in the first Great
War. The impact on that generation of OS
was horrendous with over 220 losing their
lives over the 1914 to 1918 period. To put
this in context this number is almost equal to
the total number of boys in the School in
1914. The first OS to make the supreme
sacrifice was Second Lieutenant Ronald
Campbell Ross (b 1909-13). I would
recommend to all OS the forthcoming
publication by Patrick Francis titled Vivat
Shirburnia which chronicles the story of the
many OS who died and their considerable
feats of bravery. It is hoped that the School’s

wall Tablet will be erected in St George’s
Chapel in Ypres and remembered by the
Bugler at the Menin Gate.

It is a strange coincidence that the House in
which my wife, Anthea, and I have lived for 

the last 14 years near Romsey in Hampshire
was the centre of one of the largest
Remount Camps in the country through
which over 150,000 horses and mules passed
on the way to the battle front. Over 65,000 of
those horses came from the USA and
Canada. To record the part played by the
Horse in that conflict a full size Sculpture of

the Warhorse and his Soldier is to be located
in the Memorial Park in Romsey. The
campaign to raise over £50,000 to
commission the Sculpture is being led by
Major General Patrick Cordingley (c 63 and
School Governor).

2014 promises to be as busy a year as the
last twelve months thanks to the enthusiasm
of OS to support the many events and
reunions arranged by the industrious John
Harden and his team. I have only managed
to attend a few with the trip to Jersey being
a highlight with a full support team to sell
the School as one of the Premier single sex
schools in the Country. OS day was the usual
popular event to enable OS to meet old
friends against the background of cricket on
The Upper. I would urge all those OS who
have not managed to attend any of the
recent OS days to put Saturday 17th May
2014 in their diaries and contact John
Harden for more detail.

Those Past Presidents who were available
attended a very convivial lunch at the RAC
in Pall Mall in October thanks to the
organization of Charles Collingwood (h 60).
The annual Media lunch was attended by
over 40 OS at the Groucho Club in
November and displayed the extraordinary
depth and variety of talent that comes out of
Sherborne.

Finally as I write this message in the depths
of the winter, England has crashed to defeat
in the first Ashes Test Match in Brisbane and
also lost valiantly to the all conquering All
Blacks at Twickenham. It would be great to
think that there will be another OS
representing our Country at international
level soon. The closest we have in the cricket
world is Jimmy Adams (c 99) who is very ably
leading Hampshire at First Class level. Alas
his fine record does not seem to have
opened the door to full international
honours. It seems a long time since David
Sheppard (g 47), Colin Payne (f 55) and Nick
Greenstock (c 92).

WilliAM HuGHES (c 65)
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2013 has been a year of change in the OSS
Office. Stanley Johnson (g 58) completed
his three year spell as OS President in May

and Bill Hughes (c 65) was appointed as his
successor. Many OS will know Bill both from his
presence at OS events and also through his
property connection and his regular presence
at Hampshire CCC and other county grounds in
his role as the ECB Inspector of Pitches. Bill
immediately hit the ground running, even
before Stanley’s retirement, representing the
OSS as President Elect on
our annual visit to the
Channel Islands, followed
later the same week by his
inaugural OS Day. Both Bill
and his wife, Anthea, took
the whole task in their stride
and it is evident that the
OSS will be yet again very
fortunate in its leadership.
You only have to read Bill’s
President’s Message in this
Record to get an idea of the
enthusiasm with which he is
tackling the job!

Janet Dean had become such a central figure in
the OS operation that, although I knew that her
thoughts were turning towards retirement, it
came as a sad moment when she let me know
her wish to retire in July. We had plenty of time
to advertise, scrutinise and interview from a
strong field of candidates and duly appointed
Anne Macfarlane, who had previously worked
at Bryanston, in Janet’s place. I know that I
speak for the whole OSS community when I
wish Janet and Rob every happiness in the
future.

We have held numerous events involving OS
over the past year. These have varied from year
group reunions for those who left the School at
varying periods between five and fifty years ago
to vocational events such as the Media Lunch.
We have hosted receptions for the Sherborne
community in Surrey, in Berkshire / Hampshire
and in Jersey and have held graduate events to
help young OS get started in the ever-more
competitive job market. So I do hope that we
are offering something to everybody.

I never cease to wonder at the wide variety of
occupations that OS inhabit. In the week
leading up to writing this piece national
television alone has yielded a bank executive
(Maurice Thompson m 76) whose bank was
hosting a choir competition, a lead in the BBC
feature, The Legacy, (Charlie Cox c 01), an OS
entrepreneur on the national news
commenting on business opportunities in
China (Charles Baughan b 74), an OS reading
the news itself (Simon McCoy a 74) amongst
other regulars. This variety is reflected in the
wide range of volunteers who have given us
such great help with the OS Careers Network in

the past year.  Their help has enabled us to
guide younger OS on the first steps to their
chosen career. May I take this opportunity to
thank all those who have volunteered their help
– it is hugely appreciated.

The last Sherborne Register was published in
2000 and the next year will see us immersed in
research for a 2015 edition.  My initial thoughts
some ten years ago were that Sherborne would
not produce another Register in print form, but

indicators are showing that
there is still a demand for an
eighth edition in hard copy.
Forms will be going out to all
OS in the early part of 2014 so
that they can specify the
information that they would
like to appear in their entry in
the 2015 Register. 2014 will
also see the launch of a new
OSS website. It is some eight
years since we updated ours
and the improvements that
have become available in that
time will be reflected in a new

and improved site. We were grateful to achieve
such positive feedback to the 2013 Spring,
Summer and Autumn OSS Newsletters and
intend to publish all three again in 2014.     

2014 will mark the centenary of the outbreak of
the First World War. Anthony Dew (c 56) alerted
me to the fact that, unlike many other schools,
Sherborne has no memorial plaque in St
Georges Chapel, Ypres.  Sherborne’s Old Boys
paid an especially high price for their courage
in Flanders and this omission had to be
remedied. We have commissioned a plaque in
memory of all Shirburnians who gave their lives
in the service of their country for the wall of the
memorial chapel and we shall be hosting a trip
to Ypres to dedicate our plaque and tour the
battlefields during the course of the next year.
Invitations will be sent in due course to all OS
and parents.

The OSS office is certainly not an island and,
whilst I would wither away without the support
of Anne Macfarlane and Joanna Farrow, we rely
on the ongoing and invaluable help that we
receive from all at Abbots Acre – Jim Massey
and his admissions team, Adrian Ballard and
Stephanie Sanchez from the Foundation,
Sophie Harris and Liz Thompson in Marketing.
The OSS remain indebted to the Governing
Body, Chris Davis and the Bursar for their
ongoing support. No reunions would take
place without the brilliant events, catering,
porterage and custodian teams. Housemasters
threw open their doors so that we could meet
the Upper VIth in small house groups which has
helped tremendously in our getting to know
them before they leave the school. On behalf of
the whole OSS community, I thank them all. 

JOHN HArDEN (g 70)

S E C R E TA R Y ’ S  L E T T E R

CHAIRMAN ’S
REPORT

The School and the OSS are both in
great shape. The envisaged fall-out
from the financial crisis was felt,

but nowhere near as strongly as we had
expected. The School continues to have a
strong demand from new entrants and the
OSS remains buoyant, with ever increasing
events being arranged throughout the year.
The reasons for such resilience are, of
course, complex and speculative, however
my personal thoughts are that good
education remains high on the list of
priorities for parents (and ever increasingly
grandparents) and giving up on the
Sherborne experience would be an action
of  ‘last resort’. Sherborne remains a
revered institution and educator,
endearing a keen following with its old
boys. That enthusiasm also permeates to
parents of the present cohort of boys of the
School - our future OS.

Coordinating and organising different
events and helping old Shirburnians stay in
contact with each other is the life blood of
the OSS and to do this well takes time, as
well as dedication and commitment, which
are qualities the OS office has in spades.
Consequently I would like to thank John
Harden, Anne, Joanna and Janet for their
sterling efforts throughout 2013 and to the
Headmaster and his team for their
continued support.   

STEPHEN rEES-WilliAMS (h 81)
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F R O M  T H E  H E A D M A S T E R

One of the greatest pleasures of my role
as Headmaster is taking delight in the
extraordinary variety of Shirburnians’

many outstanding achievements. Time and
again boys show a readiness and confidence
to rise to challenges that stretch their
considerable talents and require them to
apply themselves not just from day to day but
over weeks and months. You may already have
read of some of the boys’ achievements in the
bi-termly issues of Sherborne News and you
will catch a further flavour of these in the
pages that follow.  But these highlights can do
scant justice to all that is happening and to the
energy and commitment being shown by so
many boys across so many areas.

As I am sure you will read, the sporting year
has been full and varied.  A central tenet of
our sports programme is to ensure as many
boys as possible have the opportunity to
participate in sport of one kind or another and
in one way or another, so the outstanding
breadth and depth of our sports programme
is very important.  In the Michaelmas term that
has just passed, for instance, boys played a
total of 170 competitive rugby matches and
we continue to work hard to develop further
fixtures in all the sports that we offer. But in
addition to breadth and depth, there are
plenty of signs of developing excellence.
Many teams in all sports and at varying levels
enjoyed success and the boys learnt crucial
lessons in how to lead, how to be part of a
team and how to manage, with courage and
resilience, the inevitable roller-coaster of
victory and defeat. 

Throughout the year, musicians, actors and
artists have channelled their wide-ranging
energies and talents in the world of the
creative arts. The school’s musical life has
been particularly full, still benefitting from the
effects of moving into the new Music School
over three years ago.  A particular highlight
was Sherborne’s participation in a joint-
school’s performance of Mahler’s 8th
symphony, the Symphony of a Thousand, at
the Royal Festival Hall. Other highlights
included the Choral Society’s performance of
The Dream of Gerontius in Sherborne Abbey,
the chamber choir’s evensongs at Christ
Church College, Oxford and at Salisbury and
Winchester Cathedrals, and the joint-schools
orchestral performance at St John’s Smith
Square.  

Drama has also taken a further leap forward
with the opening of the new Drama School –
the original old Music School – which has
enabled the creation of a new space and
state-of-the art lighting and sound.  Strong
House productions have been accompanied
by an excellent lower school production of
Julius Caesar and a superb school production
last term of Stephen Sondheim’s demanding
musical, Into the Woods, while a number of
boys enjoyed some key parts in Sherborne

Girls’ production of Macbeth. The growth of
production drama is being further supported
by the recent introduction of GCSE drama to
the mainstream academic curriculum.  At the
same time, Art continues to build on its
increasingly impressive reputation.  The Art
Schools are a hive of purposeful and creative
activity, with much original, exciting and
vibrant art produced and displayed as part of
the thriving and hugely successful GCSE and
A-level courses.   

The intellectual life of the school continues to
develop vigorously.  I mentioned in the last
edition of the OS record that there was a
strong focus on fostering the academic rigour
and ambition that leads to excellence. The
number of academic societies continues to
grow, while societies such as the Wildman
Debating Society have generated great
interest across the whole school, with highly
popular junior and senior House debating
competitions, and growing success in local
and regional competitions.  Individual
departments and members of staff have
organised a wide range of exciting academic
trips (both at home and abroad), as well as
talks and conferences, to stretch and inspire
boys.  Increasing participation and success is
also being enjoyed by Shirburnians in a
growing number of regionally and nationally
organised competitions, such as the national
Senior Mathematics Challenge, in which three
Shirburnians gained Gold certificates,
together with 23 Silver and 23 Bronze.  In the
Team Challenge the Sherborne team did
better than ever before, achieving a top five
position in the region.  In the national Junior
Intermediate Mathematics Challenge, the
boys achieved some of their best results ever
with 17 Gold, 10 Silver and 16 Bronze
certificates. Sherborne’s A-level Physicists
participated for the first time in last year’s
Physics Olympics, held at the University of
Liverpool, coming second and tenth out of 35
participating teams; while a large number of
AS and (I)GCSE physicists secured Silver and
Bronze awards in the national Physics
Challenge competitions for their age-groups.
Individually, James Vitali (U6f) was awarded
the runner-up prize in the annual Student
Essay competition run by the Society for Army
Historical Research. 

It was particularly pleasing, therefore, to
celebrate at the beginning of the new

academic year some very strong A2 exam
results, with 76% of all papers (including the
IB) marked at A* - B – a set of results that was
close to record levels.  The majority of our
leavers secured places at some of the most
competitive Russell Group universities, with all
last year’s successful Oxbridge candidates
securing their grade requirements.  Our (I)GSE
results were equally strong, while our AS
results were even closer to record levels.
Throughout there were many outstanding
individual performances. 

Just as pleasing is the recent news we have
had of this year’s Oxbridge candidates.  In all,
a total of six boys have been offered places,
up from three last year.  All of the successful
candidates are in the current U6th: Tom
Mendel has been offered a place to read
Theology at Clare College, Cambridge; Paul
Myatt to read History at St John’s College,
Cambridge; Robert Folkes to read Music at
Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge; Oscar Cairns
to read Engineering at St Hilda’s College,
Oxford; George Campbell to read Economics
and Management at Pembroke College,
Oxford; and James Sewry to read History at
Christ Church College, Oxford. What is
particularly pleasing is not just that the
number of successful applicants has doubled
from last year, but that offers have been in
such a wide range of subjects and at some
very competitive colleges and courses.  It is
very encouraging.  

Sherborne continues to plan for the future in
many ways, in particular by taking a close look
at our current facilities and at the still under-
developed potential of the Northern Campus.
Following consultation with staff and
Governors, a number of areas have been
identified where development would be
beneficial and a long-term draft Master Plan
has started to emerge. Whilst it is important to
ensure that the current boarding provision for
the lower school is appropriate, and a new
boarding House remains a possibility for the
future, we must also make sure, for instance,
that our classroom and sports facilities are up
to date, and that our existing library resources
will be sufficient to support the School’s focus
on academic achievement.  With so much
going on, however, we must never forget that
it is the people and the quality of the
relationships between them that ultimately
determine the health and vibrancy of any
school community. Sherborne continues to be
highly fortunate in the quality and
commitment of so many of its staff, who
guide, encourage, challenge and support the
boys in the pursuit of excellence in their lives.
We are very fortunate, too, that we have so
many boys who show such impressive focus
and commitment and who contribute so
much, in so many ways and so generously, on
a daily basis.  Together, they ensure that all in
our community continue to thrive, to support
each other and to achieve outstanding things.       
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OOn visiting Sherborne to adjudicate the annual
Halliday Music Competition in early March,
Stephen Darlington, Director of Music and Tutor in
Music at Christ Church, Oxford, commented that
he was very impressed by all that he saw and heard,
both in terms of the high standard of musicianship
and also the numbers involved with music. He
made similar comments when, two weeks later, the
Chamber Choir sang Evensong in Christ Church
Cathedral. In a year when there were two ATCL
diplomas (Robert Folkes (a) and Cosimo Malizia (e))
with Distinction, eight Grade 8 passes, some with
Distinction, and many other successes in lower
grades, all on top of a Choir with a membership of
103, a Wind Band of 86 and a proliferation of
smaller ensembles and chamber music, it is
certainly the case that music at Sherborne is on a
high. The numbers of choristers applying for Music
Scholarships is also indicative of a musical
reputation: in addition to Christ Church, there are
choristers from Salisbury, Winchester, Lichfield and
Westminster Abbey in the School at the moment.
All have made very strong instrumental musicians
as well as singers, and they inspire hordes of other
boys when they play alongside them.

Within the space of two weeks last March,
Sherborne’s music was taken to two prestigious
London venues. The first was the Symphony
Orchestra (joint with Sherborne Girls, Leweston
and The Gryphon) in concert at St John’s, Smith
Square, on Sunday 17th March, playing a
programme of Mussorgsky, Borodin, Khatchaturian,
Suppé and Mancini. The second was a
performance of Mahler’s Eighth Symphony in the
Royal Festival Hall on Tuesday 26th March. Mahler’s
huge tour de force is rarely performed due to the
sheer size of choral and orchestral forces needed –
it is known as the Symphony of a Thousand.
Seventy-seven Shirburnians were involved with the
concert, which was conducted by Ronald Corp, and
which followed an intensive three day residential
course at Wellington College in partnership with
musicians from seven other leading independent
schools. Ten of Sherborne’s advanced
instrumentalists successfully auditioned and played
in the huge orchestra, with remarkable
achievements in particular from Toby Cairns (a) 
(principal horn), Robert Folkes (first trumpet) and
Jack Blakey (a) (second trumpet). Sixty-seven
singers from the Sherborne Choir were members of 
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SHERBORNE IN THE COMMUNITY
It has been another busy year for Kids
Company, with increasing demands for
its services for young people in London,
but a much more challenging fundraising
environment. The Urban Academy, which
is based in Sherborne House
Bermondsey, now provides educational
opportunities and therapy for more
than 200 young people. Sherborne
In The Community (SITC)’s primary
responsibility is the maintenance of the
building and its facilities, and we
regularly inspect the premises and take
any action necessary. 

With our current resources, SITC is also
able to support certain other specific
causes that fit our overall goals. In the
past year, we have provided a grant to
support an exhibition by young people

from Kids Company at the Royal
Academy, as well as funding to support
Kids Company’s recent launch of services
in Bristol. We will continue to review
other charitable causes with a view to
offering grants when resources allow.

SITC would like to thank all the OS who
continue to support these valuable
causes through their generosity. We are
looking at opportunities to provide more
information and discussion about the
various projects supported. If you would
like to make a one-off or regular
donation to SITC, please contact Angus
Cater or make a transfer to the SITC bank
account (CAF Bank, sort code 40-52-40
account 00012790).

JAMES NurTON (m 92)

STEVEN LAWN MEMORIAL LECTURE
This year’s Steven Lawn Lecture welcomed
Indian activist and pacifist Satish Kumar who
was genuinely inspirational to those who
heard him. Through his telling of the
remarkable ‘peace tea’ walk (8,000 miles in
two and a half years, carrying no money),
Satish humbled the audience with his tightly
controlled narrative, given without notes and
slides, and revealed himself as a man of
extraordinary personal integrity and fortitude. We were indeed lucky to hear him speak.
How often do you get a chance to hear a man who has had a 45 minute audience with
Martin Luther King?

Satish Kumar
Saturday 19th October

CHAPLAINCY
It was a privilege to welcome to the Chapel so many OS in May. Charlie Huins (a), one
of our Head Chapel Wardens, preached on the value of stillness in a busy world and
Hugo Slawson (e) led us in prayers. It is always a delight to see OS returning to their old
School Chapel and sharing in an act of worship and they would be welcome at any of
our services throughout the year.

The past year saw fifty five boys being confirmed into the Church of England in an
uplifting service in February, and twenty boys being confirmed into the Roman Catholic
Church at Leweston in May. Boys continue to attend the weekly candlelight service on
a Friday night and it has been encouraging to share this service with some members
from Sherborne Girls. It is testimony to the spiritual awareness and maturity of our boys
that they volunteer not only to read and pray in services but also to lead and to preach.

This September, for the first time, we began our welcome of new boys and parents to
the school with a Chapel service. Many parents wrote to the School in appreciation of
this new venture. It means now that the first thing the boys and parents do on arrival at
the School is to ask God’s blessing on their new beginning, and the last thing they do
at the end of UVIth is to share in the Eucharist at the Leavers’ Service, giving thanks for
the past five years and asking again for God’s blessing on all that lies ahead.

In a school where Abbey and Chapel punctuates the rhythm of the working week, we
continue to give thanks for all who contribute to the upkeep and running of these
buildings that allow us not one but two beautiful sacred spaces in which to find a
moment of peace, awe, wonder, love and acceptance in our busy week.

THE rEVErEND liNDSAY cOlliNS

the large Mahler chorus, making Sherborne the
largest constituent group involved with the event.
As Fourth Form singer Harry Reynolds (e) said, “It
was brilliant and, although some of the long
rehearsals on the first day were very tiring, we got
used to working hard during the next two days and
the concert in London was thrilling”.

Elgar’s Dream of Gerontius was the Choral Society
work in February, considerably enlivened by the
tenor Adrian Thompson, arguably the definitive
Gerontius of recent years. The Tindall Recital Series
presented another five opportunities for
Shirburnians to hear world-class musicians on their
own doorstep, and there were additionally three
workshop-masterclass weekends. Indeed when the
weekly lunchtime recitals, which took place in
Cheap Street Church every Friday throughout the
School year, and the weekend events, Unplugged
concerts and RocSoc, are all added into the mix,
there were a staggering seventy-five musical
events. 

The Rome Tour in July, perhaps ideally
representative of the year’s music-making, was
probably the largest musical tour ever undertaken
by Sherborne. The Concert Orchestra, Wind Band,
Choir and Chamber Orchestra performed in
breath-taking venues around the city. Managed by
five of the music staff, who all took their turns in
directing the various ensembles, this was a week of
Mahlerian proportions. With music ranging from
Tallis and Byrd through Verdi, Ravel and Vaughan
Williams to Henry Mancini and John Williams, there
really was something for everyone; which sums up
music at Sherborne.

JAMiE HENDErSON
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2012 – 13 was a very successful year for academic results at all levels,
in particular GCSE achieved outstanding results of 100% A* grades.  To
complement this we have continued our highly successful outreach
programme with local primary schools and HE colleges.  The Cluster
Day activities culminated in an exhibition of their completed works in
The Oliver Holt Gallery.  The gallery also hosted Yeovil Foundation
Course part one exhibition of interim works, in which ten students
worked with Art School staff to co-curate a diverse two week exhibition
programme. The end of year show once again showcased an
exhibition of GCSE, AS and A2 work.  There was a wide variety of
media on show, ranging from painting, printmaking, video and
photography, to installations and performance pieces. Some of the
work was highly inspirational and particular highlights included Simon
Fraser’s (e) video installation inspired by the music of Saint Saëns,
William Quaile’s (m) large-scale architectural paintings and Peter
Harrison’s (d) ecclesiastical collages influenced by the work of Damien
Hirst.  This year also saw a record number of students attaining places
at leading London Art Schools such as Central St. Martins, LCC and
Chelsea. 

ricHArD cuErDEN
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THIS HAS BEEN AN EXCITING PHASE FOR THE SCHOOL’S DRAMATIC LIFE. FOR A WHILE, DRAMA HAS NOT BEEN AN ACADEMIC

SUBJECT AT SHERBORNE, BUT MR ROBINSON CHANGED ALL THAT BY TAKING ON A GROUP OF PIONEERING FOURTH

FORMERS; IAN READE IS NOW TAKING THEM ON TO GCSE, AND THERE IS A GROWING NUMBER OF TAKERS FOR THIS

QUALIFICATION, WHICH STRETCHES CANDIDATES IN THE CLASSROOM AS WELL AS ON STAGE.

THERE WAS ABUNDANT PROOF THAT OUR YOUNGER BOYS CAN RISE TO SUCH CHALLENGES IN THE UNCOMPROMISINGLY

TOUGH JULIUS CAESAR. THIS WAS THE JUNIOR PLAY, NOTE, WHICH GILES AND EMMA ROBINSON DIRECTED WITH FEW CUTS,

BUT WITHOUT LOSS TO THE EXPLOSIVE TENSIONS OF THE PIECE.  THE CAST HANDLED THE GRANDEUR AND RHETORIC OF THE

CHAFING STATESMEN ADMIRABLY, AND DECLAIMED SHAKESPEARE’S VERSE IMPECCABLY: EDWARD SMITH (m) HIT GROWLY,

CONTROLLING NOTES AS CAESAR; EDWARD SPRAGUE (e) AS BRUTUS DID A GREAT JOB OF MAKING THE ENTERPRISE SEEM

RATIONAL, AND JAMES ALLAN (m), AS THE MORE EMOTIONAL CASSIUS PROVIDED THE OPERATION’S FRAGILE WILLPOWER. HIS

TIFFY SCENES WITH BRUTUS WERE ESPECIALLY COMPELLING. 

It is Mark Antony who makes that tension
explode, and Oscar Fearnley-Derome’s
roaring oratory really did let slip the dogs
of war. The ensuing combat achieved the
almost impossible task of impressing boys
hardened to battle by Call of Duty, and
involved us in the Powell Theatre as
immediately as the baying in the forum
had previously. Mr and Mrs Robinson
struck the balance and pace expertly,
against the exquisite backdrop of Bosnian
spires and valleys. The blood and bodies
on the marble steps in the foreground
provided an enduring image of men torn
between craziness and grace.

In a similar spirit, School House showed
how the threat of violence can make

compelling theatre, and still involve the
maximum numbers of participants. Kester
Jackson’s production of Maria Marten,
based on the true story of a murder, trial
and execution of 1827, showed how
rewarding it can be to involve as many
boys new to the stage as possible. Here, it
was melodrama instead of meter that
measured out the menace: Charles Carr-
Smith was a moustachioed villain straight
from the music hall tradition, with George
Gates as his naïve victim.

Abbeylands’ house play had another way
to make light of darkness: Black Comedy
by Peter Shaffer has the ingenious conceit
of staging a power cut with full lighting
(and conversely, the moments the

characters can see, the audience can’t).
Again, this offered a challenge to the cast,
many of whom had good fun fumbling
around a set whose furniture kept
changing. Ed Macdonald took the lead in
a performance that reminded some of
Hugh Grant, so that the affections at least
three of the cast felt for his character
(expressed knowingly by Hamish
Woodland, Sean Williams and Toby Rush
as his admirers) were as credible as they
could be.

Mr Tom Payne, of The Digby, kicked off
the Michaelmas term by directing a
vigorous version of Pravda where the likes
of Charlie Sorby, Olly Gardner, Oscar
Faulkner, James Allen and Max Nott-
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Bower were able to get their theatrical
teeth into a 1980’s satire on the amoral
world of journalism which has now
unfortunately become all-too relevant
again.  This was a very funny play with a
judicious use of foul language, where a
South African accent, produced by Max
Nott-Bower, and James Allen’s lovely dry
humour effectively took centre stage and
provided the audience with an hour and a
half of intelligent entertainment. The
performance was very effectively staged
by Mr Payne, who, with a light touch, led
his young cast through the nuances of the
play’s humour and to the realisation of
what was, and still is, a highly-topical
piece.

The Lyon House production of Dr Faustus,
was an immensely well-thought through
production which received many plaudits.
Mr Winter’s deconstruction of the space,
which transformed the Powell into a
banqueting hall, equipped with ladders at
either end to aid entrances and exits,
caused an immediate sense of
displacement to an audience expecting to
be seated comfortably watching a play
quietly for an hour and a half.  Were truth
to be told, the sense of alienation had
begun before this, with the ensemble cast
dressed as hospital doctors carrying

clipboards, mingling with the audience in
the entrance and Alexander Majorin,
playing Doctor Faustus, dressed in a
straitjacket, beautifully delivering the
opening monologue by video projected
onto the presentation screen in the foyer.
Shiv Singh and James Toomey also
deserve special mentions for their
interpretations of the play’s comic
interludes, and the latter especially for
performing the part of a highly-unusual
Helen of Troy adorned in blond wig and
smeared lipstick. The Chorus, also in
medical garb, then took us into the
banqueting hall, where we, alongside the
medical staff, carefully observed Dr
Faustus struggling with his imaginary
demons, chief of whom was
Mephistopheles.  This latter character was
played with great depth and sensitivity by
Henry Dennis, who will surely become one
of the school’s theatrical lynch pins over
the coming years.

On the 26th, 27th and 28th of November a
cast of Sherborne School, Sherborne Girls
and Leweston performed the musical Into
the Woods.  This is a tricky number to get
right with some very complex musical
twists and turns which will snag young
vocalists at every opportunity.  The cast
did however, overcome Sondheim’s

composition after a great deal of
expert coaching from Mr Henderson
and produced a series of charismatic
and funny performances. 

Notable interpretations of the Grimms’
Fairy Tale characters came from Josh
Powell (e), Arthur Ellis-Hancock (d), Ella
Weston, Elly Dillon and one chap not
mentioned in the script and that is the
Cow Operator, played by the
unforgettable Tom Wilson (c), without
whom the show would have been a
shadow of its final self.  The orchestra, led
by Jamie Henderson, was without fault,
giving colour and verve to an absolutely
vibrant performance. Many of the
audience commented on the amazing set
designed by John Hills and built by
Mr Donnelly, which was nothing short of
breath taking.  Congratulations to all the
cast and crew of such a demanding but
certainly rewarding production.

TOM PAYNE AND iAN rEADE

D R A M A
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LIVING THE DREAM

Charles York Miller (f 86) runs a
real estate business in Jarnac, the
home of Courvoisier in the heart of
Cognac country (the sunniest region in France
after the Côte d’Azur).  

If any OS are considering either a permanent
move to the Charente or buying a holiday home
here, please contact Charles to find out how he
can help with the entire process.
Accommodation etc. can be arranged for house-
hunting trips.

E. charles@charente-immobilier.com
W. www.charente-immobilier.com

PETER CRAFT (b 53)
TOASTMASTER
Peter, Fellow and Past President of
the National Association of
Toastmasters, has gained an
excellent reputation not only for his
very professional manner but also
for his very warm personality and
wide experience having looked after
events all over the country for over 12 years.
Whatever the occasion, he makes sure that through
close liaison with all key personnel, everything runs
smoothly resulting in the event being a great
success.

contact@petercraft.co.uk
01963 370604   www.petercraft.co.uk  

British Seabirds is the
new limited edition
range by artist Richard
Bramble (h 86) this
year, in ceramics,
textiles, tablemats and boards. These can be seen
and purchased at his Borough Market stall in
London, his Sherborne working studios or his
website. 15% reduction for all OS and family, just
quote code: OS13 when ordering. All ceramics
can be personalised by the artist making unique
gifts.

ADVENTUROUS APPETITES LTD

Jock Fraser (c 94) runs a tourist
service in Madrid taking people off
the tourist track to experience the
authentic ‘Madrileño’ ambience.

Adventurous Appetites will take you to sample
traditional Spanish cuisine in some of the hidden
corners of central Madrid, helping with language
difficulties, advising on local specialities and
imparting interesting local facts about the
tradition, history and myths of Madrid. 
T. 0034 639 331 073 

E. tours@adventurousappetites.com
W. www.adventurousappetites.com

SKI INSTRUCTION 
IN COURCHEVEL

Rob Sewell (g 1972) has been
living in the French Alps near
Courchevel for twenty years. He is
an internationally qualified and
much respected ski instructor who
would be very happy to ski with or
simply meet up with any OS who
may be taking their winter holidays in the area.
Contact him on: 

0033 610144762 
rob.sewell@orange.fr 
or www.skilessonscourchevel.net

CAROLINE HARDEN
Family History Research

A wonderful present –
Caroline Harden has
both the experience
and the software to
compile your family
tree.  If you would like
further details, please
do not hesitate to
contact her on:

T. 01300 345275
E. caroline.harden@btopenworld.com 

These items may be purchased from:

THE OlD SHirBurNiAN OFFicE
SHErBOrNE ScHOOl, SHErBOrNE, DOrSET DT9 3AP
Tel: 01935 810558  •  Email: oss@sherborne.org 

Prices exclude P and P
uMBrEllAS £20.00
OS SOcKS (town and country) long and short £10.00
THE SHErBOrNE rEGiSTEr £5.00
(Seventh Edition, 1925-2000)

ScArF (country colours) £30.00
BrAcES (country colours) £25.00
BOXEr SHOrTS (country colours S,M,L,XL) £10.00
cuFFliNKS (town and country) £35.00
OSS TiE (town and country) £20.00
PilGriMS TiE £20.00
OS BOW TiES (town and country) £17.50

P R I N T S  O F  T H E  S C H O O L  
A N D  C O U R T S

WilliAM ANSTicE BrOWN (g 42-47, STAFF 53-67)
‘Port of Sherborne’ – Print: £10.00  Framed: £45.00

FrANciS PHiliP BArrAuD (1824-1901) 
Print (watercolour) of the Courts: 
£10.00  Large: £15.00  Framed: £45.00

JOHN WESTErN 
Print (pen and ink) of the Courts (signed): 
£10.00  Framed: £45.00

JOcElYN GAlSWOrTHY
‘The Upper 2007 - Sherborne v Winchester’
(Signed limited edition print): £50.00

VISUAL ART TRADER

Chris Grant-Peterkin (h 95) has founded Visual
Art Trader, a democratic online art directory. Find
the art online,
view the art
offline, and
then buy the
art from the
artist. Visit artists’ studios. Visit art exhibitions in
local venues. Registration for buyers and
exhibition venues is free. Artist’s membership is
£36 pa (no sales commissions).  

Visit us at www.visualarttrader.co.uk or follow us
on Facebook and Twitter.

EL CARACOL

Situated less than an hour by car from Madrid Airport, in the heart of the
National Park of the Sierra de Guadarrama, is this six-bedroom rural
retreat, sleeping up to thirteen guests. 

It is known affectionately by the village locals as El Caracol (The Snail),
thanks to its unique rounded design by the famous Spanish architect Curro
Inza. This spacious stone residence offers spectacular views of the highest
peaks of the mountain range as well as access to the river Lozoya that runs
behind the estate’s seven acres.  

For further information, please visit the website or contact Mrs Stephanie Sanchez de Muniain in the
Foundation Office: 

E. ssanchez@sherborne.org
W. www.elcaracol.co.uk

E. info@richardbramble.com
W. www.richardbramble.com
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This recent advice from an OS was
something of a surprise in the current
highly competitive environment of

employment and university application:
entry requirements for Medicine in
particular have risen dramatically in the last
few years, to the extent that an applicant
with straight A*s at A level is no longer
guaranteed an offer. Yet this paradoxical
comment, from an OS who embarked on
Medicine after achieving a First in Biology, is
perspicacious and typical: for again and
again in the many OS replies to our two
annual surveys (of the upper Sixth Form
leavers of 3 and 7 years before) it is the
readiness to get out of the “comfort zone”
and to develop a passion for an employment
or academic subject area that marks out the
many young OS who have achieved
distinction in their chosen field.

One OS writes about Economics: “Don’t be
put off by the amount of Maths. there is a
huge amount of help.” Another gives
pertinent advice about chinese: “it is not an
oddity or a party trick to be studied on a
whim. lightweights who would rather talk
loudly about philosophy or obscure poetry
in the pub than learn chinese characters by
rote in the library on a Friday night will fail
and quit.” Sherborne clearly prepares
people to be stickers rather than quitters, to
judge from those many who have embraced
opportunities, from optional years abroad or
in industry to internships and other c.V.
enhancing experiences. This is not just a
matter of individual passion and
perseverance; for, as one young OS financial

analyst put it, we look for “energetic team
players”.

Our challenge within the school is to nurture
these attitudes. Although, as parents and
teachers, we might sometimes wish to see a
greater awareness of timescale among
young people, there is much on which to
congratulate our boys, including the
diversity of their achievements. The last
three upper Sixth Form cohorts have gained
four offers, after gruelling assessment
centres, on very selective university
programmes sponsored by financial
services’ companies (Pwc at Newcastle,
KPMG at Durham, EY at lancaster). To
judge from the reaction of my counterparts
at a recent meeting, no other Eton Group
school can match this. Similarly, as boys are
facing the challenge of a wider choice of HE
options in continental Europe, we have four
OS currently studying in the three most
prestigious hotel management schools in
Switzerland.

in terms of more conventional university
routes, last year’s upper Sixth Form secured
a record number of 24 offers from Bristol;
and 10 Shirburnians are entering this
university as their first choice. Given that
most offers at such heavily oversubscribed
universities are in the A*AA-AAB range, this
is a considerable achievement. it was also
heartening to learn from the Head of
Admissions at Durham that he attributed
our higher than average offer rate to the
quality of our applicants’ Personal
Statements. We invest a lot of effort, mostly

on an individual basis, in helping boys
present themselves in the best way: usually
they do not at first realise the register
required in writing this and that working in a
fast-food outlet can provide better evidence
of communication skills than shadowing a
hospital consultant, however valuable the
latter might be. This is where we encourage
boys to get out of their comfort zone and
persevere as individuals, while offering them
the support of the team of tutors, teachers
and careers staff. likewise, the ucAS
reference is a product of teamwork, the
quality of which, i believe, also sets
Sherborne apart, especially when i hear at a
ucAS conference that most schools
produce a far less individual template-style
reference.

Our careers Department team has been
fortunate to recruit Tom Brimelow, Shana
Mertens and Ben Wild, who bring a wide
range of university and employment
experience to our work. We are, as ever,
grateful to OS for their generous support of
events such as the lower Sixth Form careers
convention and HE Forum, the “mini HE
Forum” panel in September, university and
company visits, the entrepreneurs’ course
and society, as well as replying to our
questionnaires. it is no exaggeration to say
that OS are our vital evidence base, with
whose help we hope to excite current boys
with the enthusiasm to aim high.

PHiliP rOGErSON

C A R E E R S

“Go for Medicine! 
If you really want it, it will come to you.” 



&d e s i g n  a n d  t e c h n o l o g yWe enjoyed a fantastic year with large talented
groups many of whom were focussed on exploring
the potential of a creative career in design,

architecture or engineering. 

On a rather damp November morning the Sixth Form students
travelled to London to listen to the experiences of the designer, James
Tuthill.  Whilst still studying for his degree in Product Design, James
sought to explore the concept of the fox-proof chicken coop.  He
successfully applied the process of rotational plastic moulding to his
concept and what started as a student project is now a flourishing
business.  He established a company, Omlet, and has now broadened
the product range to include, among other things, a rotational
moulded rooftop bee-hive.  It was inspirational to hear this young
designer talking with passion about the creative process.  He wove an
interesting story about product development, the pitfalls and the
pleasures.   We followed this trip up with one for the fourth form who
were just about to embark on designing their first products.  In looking
at the finalists for The Designer of the Year competition we were
exposed to a whole raft of creative solutions, some, where emerging
technologies have been applied to help solve existing problems and
others where design creativity hoped to change the lives of others.
The students picked out a pair of spectacles as a favourite.  Designed
for opticians working in remote locations they used simple medical
syringes to alter the internal pressure in their lenses, altering their focal
length in the field where sophisticated glass grinding equipment of
heavy ranges of different lenses cannot be accommodated.  These
‘adjustable’ lenses had helped correct the vision for children who had
grown up without being able to focus on text.

Back in the department, this year’s GCSE pupils put a great deal of
enthusiasm and hard work into the development of their design
prototypes.  Over two thirds of the pupils were awarded with either an
A or A* grade for this significant component of the GCSE and this
contributed to a quarter of them being awarded the A* grade for
GCSE.

At Advanced level 86% of the pupils achieved either an ‘A’ or a ‘B’
grade establishing a firm foundation of marks for their A2 qualification
and placing them in a strong position to apply for creative degrees.
We enjoyed working with this large and talented group.  The
atmosphere of healthy competition they generated led to them
producing some of the finest and most commercially creative solutions
to the lamp brief that we have seen.  65% of these students achieved
sufficient marks to be categorised as ‘A+’ at AS and this places them
in an ideal position to reach out for the coveted A* grades at
Advanced Level next year.

With so many creative and talented pupils in the department at
present, the teaching has never been more challenging or exciting.  I
wouldn’t have it any other way. 

PETEr cHilliNGWOrTH



The refurbishment and remodelling of the JCR, with the interior
design the choice of the boys, has produced an attractive and
modern social space at the heart of the School. During the week, the
focus of activity is around The Hub, a cafe which welcomes all boys,
staff and visitors for a drink, a snack or simply an opportunity to chat
with friends. On Saturday nights, the JCR is the preserve of the Sixth
Form and their guests from Sherborne Girls and Leweston.

The Old Music School has been converted into a centre for drama
providing a studio for teaching and practice, as well as a base for the
wardrobe and technical support. The Powell Theatre and the Big
School Room remain the main performance spaces but the new
studio provides an alternative for smaller scale productions.

At the turn of the year, Barnsley Hewett and Mallinson was appointed
to prepare a master plan intended to shape the School’s
development over the next 15 to 20 years. BHM has consulted widely
on the plan, all the School’s current activities have been considered
and all parts of the estate reviewed.  The Governors expect to sign
off the master plan in the New Year. I look forward to giving details of
the plan and even the first phases of development this time next
year.

lucY rOBiNS, BurSAr

SHERBORNE FOUNDATION
SUPPORTING THE SCHOOL FOR 15 YEARS

YYou will have read in the recent Foundation’s 2013
Giving Report that the Foundation is celebrating
15 years of support for the School with over £8.5m
raised, supporting over 50 projects with the help of
over 2,400 supporters. We are grateful for your
loyal support. 

This year sees the main emphasis of our work being
on the Annual Fund which supports a small number
of projects that enrich the academic and co-curricular
life of the School. Many of these projects will be
familiar to you as they are now ingrained in the life of
the School; they include the Inspirational Speaker
Programme, the Foundation Fellows scheme and the
Sports Coaching Fund. 

Over the coming three years we are, following the
success of the 2012 Literary Festival, planning to hold
three more academic festivals for the boys and pupils
from other local schools. These festivals, to which we
will invite a number of leading experts from the
various disciplines, will be held over the middle
weekend in October.  The first in 2014 will be a repeat
on a larger scale of the Literary Festival.  This will be
followed in 2015 by a Science Festival alongside a
smaller Mathematics Festival.  This programme is
designed to complement the high standard of
teaching and allow boys to extend their knowledge
of these subject areas.

This year we want to encourage supporters, who may
feel able, to make a leadership gift (of between
£1,000 and £5,000) to the Annual Fund each year. This
reflects the vision of the School, which encourages
boys to become leaders and men of distinction. Also
in this special year for the Foundation, we hope you
will, as many have, consider a leadership gift of
£1,500, £3,000 or £4,500 to reflect our 15 years.

Finally, we have also been celebrating the
completion of two new projects. In May we saw the
opening of the new Junior Common Room and in
October the boys were able to use the New Drama
School for the first time in what was formerly the Old
Music School; it will be formally opened in the early
summer when all donors will be invited to join us.

These two projects, along with the Music School,
represent the first phase of a new master plan for the
School and, specifically, the Northern Campus
Transformation. We are hoping to be able to tell you
more about the plans for the next ten to fifteen years
by the end of 2014. 

Finally, as ever may we encourage you to support the
Foundation and thank those of you who are already
supporters; none of the success of the last fifteen
years would have been possible without your
generosity.

ADriAN BAllArD
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S P O R T
R U G B Y
An outbreak of stomach flu in the last two weeks of
term brought an abrupt conclusion to the 2012
season. However, our 1st XV cup success meant that
we would still have round six of the Daily Mail Cup,
against Bishop Wordsworth’s to play after the
Christmas break.

The sixth round fixture was played on the first Saturday
in January in some of the worst weather conditions I
have ever seen. With a freezing wind and a barrage of
sleet and heavy rain the game was to become a
territorial battle with the Sherborne pack winning the
contest (13-6). The conditions took their casualties, as
four players had to leave the field with cases of mild
hypothermia. From this victory came another chance
to play on the Upper with a home tie against
Marlborough. The two teams had met earlier in the
season with Marlborough, the Rugby World
December team of the month, having taken the spoils.
With a quarter final place awaiting the winners the 1st
XV took to the field and within ten minutes had scored
two superb tries. A late score from the Marlborough
pack brought the game to within a score as the half
time whistle sounded but the second half performance
from School saw us safely through (19-5).

The quarter final draw was not the favourable one we
hoped for; away not home, and against the current
holders Dulwich. A nervous start underpinned a
disappointing first half with Dulwich scoring 20
unanswered points. After a positive half-time chat the
Sherborne team set about reducing the margin and
with 10 minutes to play the score-line had been
reduced but some resilient defence ensured it would
be Dulwich not Sherborne in the semi-final (10-20). 

A delayed start to the VIIs preparation meant that we
would look to use the pre-Rosslyn Park competition to
develop our play. A quarter final defeat at Bryanston
and the North of England VIIs was forgotten after a
plate victory at the West of England. The U16s lost a
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narrow final at the same competition after
defeating Millfield in the semi-final. The U15
and U14 teams saw their playing programme
reduced due to bad weather which included
the cancellation of the Sherborne U14 VIIs.
The 1st VII had a difficult draw at Rosslyn Park
with Bryanston in the same group. First out
victories for both teams followed by a draw
meant that the group winner would be
decided by the team who scored the most
tries. With this in mind Sherborne
demolished Watford GS scoring 14 tries in 14
minutes. The second day saw a tight last play
victory over Colston’s School, Bristol in the
last 16. The quarter final against Tonbridge
was a brutal affair which was won by
Tonbridge with an outstanding defence.

Unfortunately the weather was to take one
more casualty when the Rosslyn Park U16
competition was cancelled due to
waterlogged pitches.

The new season started with an exciting two
week tour, involving 30 players and four staff,
to Central and Western Canada. The tour
started in Calgary and concluded in
Vancouver following trips through the
Rockies and out to Victoria where we were
hosted superbly by Dr David Barry (f 67) and
his family. The tour results included six
victories; four at XV’s and the 1st VII won the
Calgary VIIs and won the plate at the Victoria
VIIs with both competitions pitching us
against State XVs from Canada and America.

A new look 1st XV coaching team for 2013,
headed up by David Muckalt (only when we
lost), and Mike Davis (head coach when we
won!) prepared for the season with a three
day training camp in the build up to the term
starting. This season would be the last season
as a coach at the School for Mike Davis, ‘Mr
Sherborne Rugby’ after 39 years of service. 

The first block of the term saw all the A and B
teams plus the 1st XV and 2nd XV play
against Blundell’s, followed by a block fixture
against Radley. Radley certainly had the size
advantage across all the age groups and
fixtures but there were some outstanding
performances. This was not the case for the
1st XV who suffered in the set piece and
lacked the composure to build any decent
possession and territory. The 32-7 home
defeat suggested that the lack of senior
players in the pack, (only three UVI) could be
an issue.

Bishop Wordsworth’s were the next visitors to
the Upper and the 1st XV were keen to make
up for the failings of the previous week. A
comfortable 24-5 victory quickly improved
the mood in the camp. This performance was
built upon in a game against Prior Park (49-0)
which was played in front of a large crowd as
a curtain raiser to the Bath United fixture
against Exeter Chiefs.

The run up to half-term is without doubt one
of the toughest for any School in the country
with blocks against Millfield, Cheltenham and
Wellington. The 1st XV lost at Millfield (42-14)
and suffered a home defeat against
Wellington (29-3) but a victory against
Cheltenham (17-10) helped reduce the

frustrations that were now creeping in. Small
errors, which may normally have gone
unnoticed or unpunished, were suddenly
costing us games. 

Whilst the 1st XV had a frustrating start to the
season, the 2nd XV won five of their six
games before half-term with only one defeat
away at Millfield. The Colts were having a
terrible season after their successes in last
year’s Daily Mail Vase. With injuries taking
their toll on a weekly basis the coaches were
unable to put out the same team two weeks
in a row.  The Junior Colts started well, also
winning five of their opening six matches but
injuries would have a huge impact on their
results post the half-term break. This season’s
Mini-Colts made a very positive start and
showed a great deal of strength in depth.
They have great skills, and got to half-term
having won three of their six matches.

The National Cup, now sponsored by
Natwest, saw both the U15s and U18s play
one game before half term. Both teams
would continue in the Cup after half-term
with the U15s losing at Millfield in round five.
The 1st XV secured three wins to take them
through to the last 32 in the competition. This
game was played on 12 December and after
a long season proved to be one game too
many for the team as they lost 7-21 away at
Stowe.

Sherborne was the host venue for the second
ever Veterrimi IV. Instigated by Durham three
years ago, the four schools involved have
seen Rugby drop out and St Paul’s come in to
join Cheltenham, Durham and Sherborne as
the Schools with the oldest rugby history.

The first day was a tight affair with Sherborne,
who were missing wing, Richard Galloway (m)
and scrum-half Will Homer (m), both of whom
had been selected to play for England U18s
in their warm-up match against Leicester
Academy, losing two games (12-13) to St
Paul’s and (8-12) to Durham. The Sunday saw
Durham and St Paul’s battle it out for the A.J.
Dingle Cup with Durham emerging victorious
and Sherborne beat Cheltenham for the
second time in two weeks to finish third. 

The four Saturday blocks after the half-term
break produced a good set of results
throughout the School. The 1st XV won two
of their four with victories against Canford
(42-35) and King’s Taunton (24-7) but suffered
a home defeat against Bryanston (12-22) and
a narrow away defeat at Clifton (17-25). The
2nd XV notched up another five wins
including victories against King’s Bruton 1st
XV (31-17) and Downside 1st XV (21-15). The
3rd XV also joined the trend of turning over
1st XV’s when they beat Sexey’s Grammar
School with the last kick of the game (15-14).
The 4th XV notched up victories against
King’s Bruton 2nd XV (24-10) and Clifton 4th
XV (29-14). The 5ths finished their season with
victories against Bryanston 3rd XV and King’s
Bruton 3rd XV.

The Colts and Junior Colts had a torrid
second half of the season with both year
groups continuing to lose players regularly
with long-term injuries. The Colts had one
solitary victory against Canford (8-7) with the
narrow defeat to Bryanston (28-32) in the
semi-final of the U16 County Cup ending all
hopes of the season being rescued. The
Junior Colts managed two victories against
King’s Bruton (29-19) and King’s  Taunton
(34-19). 

The mini-colts continued their excellent form
winning four of their last five fixtures with a
demolition of King’s Taunton’s U14s (66-0)
being the pick of the games. The Mini-Colts
have shown a great deal of promise this
season and will be a team to watch in the
seasons to come.

This season the School has played an
impressive 167 competitive fixtures with the
majority of the School teams managing a
50-50 season. The challenge moving forward
is to try and continue building a fixture list
which caters for the 300 plus pupils who want
to represent the School each week. With
many schools reducing their playing
programme, we face the prospect of longer
trips to ensure that all players at Sherborne
feel that they are given the opportunity to
challenge themselves in a competitive
environment each week knowing that
anything other than their very best will not be
good enough!

DAViD MucKAlT
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Athletics

The first Sunday of Trinity Term saw the
Abbeyland’s third form win the Inter
House Third Form Trophy while the

schools’ athletics season started with a
blustery day at Canford the following
Saturday, where amongst some impressive
individual performances the senior team
won the competition.

The 2013 Lutra Shield saw a young
Sherborne team take to the track and
perform impressively in the early stages of
the event. However, form faded and with it
the hope of contesting for the silverware.
The team will be back a year older and
stronger to launch itself into what once again
proved to be a highly competitive event.
Tom Lewis (a) and Harry Lane (b) led the
team from the front with excellent early
season outings. Subsequent weeks saw the
School’s athletes move to Millfield’s track,
with both the Super 8s team competition
and the Eleven Schools event. Jake
Guildford (d) put in the performance of the
season so far to smash the School shot put
record, which had stood since 1988. Richard
Galloway (m) and Freddie Wright (m) had the
battle of the day in the 100m, both running in
the low 11 second bracket.

As half term approached the representative
season got underway with the North Dorset
Trials at Yeovil where nearly twenty boys
qualified for the Dorset County
Championships, despite awful conditions.
The U15s also competed in the Dorset Track
and Field Cup, narrowly missing out on a
place in the South West finals.

In early June, Will Partington (g) equalled the
School U15 hurdle record, having already
jumped the qualifying height for the English
Schools’ Championships in the high jump at
both Millfield and at the Track and Field Cup.
The second half of term saw the focus shift to
the representative athletes and a successful
day at Bournemouth for the County
Championships saw five of the team
selected to represent Dorset at the South

West Championships. Harry Lane led the
way with his bid to run a four minute 1500m
while Jake Guildford (d) beat his own shot
put School record. 

Unfortunately Jake was on tour in Canada
with the school 1st XV so was unable to
compete at the National Championships but
Harry Lane was selected and finished sixth
overall in the 2000m steeple-chase, the
event he broke his own School record in at
the South West Championships. The final
event of the summer was the Inter House
athletics, which once again avoided the rain
to see some excellent competition. The
Green won the U15 and U17 competitions
while the Digby won the U20 event by
sufficient margin to win overall. My thanks to
all the staff who helped coach and transport
the boys across the South West this summer
and of course to the boys whose enthusiasm,
hard work and talent brought so many
excellent results. TOM ScOTT

Fives

During the season we had over
twenty players on a Tuesday and
Thursday for training sessions,

with over half of these representing the
School in matches.

The juniors enjoyed victories against
Blundell’s, Kelly College and an
admittedly weakened Winchester team.
Henry Newman (c) reached the final of
the South West Colquhoun Trophy
Colts’ competition, having then to play
the best of three games. He narrowly
lost in the deciding game but played
with great skill and was an extremely
gracious loser. Gregor Tims (a) beat
Teddy Knollys (f) in the plate final of the
same competition, which involved a total
of five schools. More recently Teddy
Knollys reached the semi-finals of the
U14 Plate competition at the National
Schools’; the first Shirburnian to be
entered for a few years. He will be a
player to watch in the future.

The seniors have played some strong
adult teams, as well as Blundell’s and
King’s Bruton (both home and away).
Victory on the King’s Bruton courts was
perhaps the highlight of the term.
Although we lost a number of Upper
Sixth players this year (including Ed
Dance (f) who has been a committed
player over his time at Sherborne), there
are some strong players about to come
through into the sixth form and things
are looking good for the future.

NicK ScOrEr

Golf

After a whole year since taking over
from Mike Cleaver and beginning
my second innings as Master in

charge of Golf, I would say that golf at
Sherborne is in reasonably good shape but
it is always going to be difficult to field our
very best team for ordinary school matches
as several of the best golfers are invariably
highly talented in the major sports. However,
it is usually possible to put out something
close to our best team when playing in the
HMC Schools’ Foursomes and the like.

Matches involving the OSGS continue to be
highlights of the year. Several boys were
able to participate in the Summer Meeting
at Sherborne GC in May and it was pleasing
that the annual match for the Tom Parry
Salver this September involved a larger
number of participants than usual. On this
occasion the OSGS prevailed 4-2 in a four
ball better ball match in which the School
and Staff team consisted of seven boys and
five staff. 

We are looking forward now to  a match at
Remedy Oak in November when some of
the younger OS golfers will play against the
best current players in the School with a view
to introducing them to the challenges and
excitement of competitive golf on a really
good course.

Meanwhile, a few younger golfers in the
School play regularly and are promising
prospects for the future and all new boys
receive a small amount of golf coaching
during their first term in the School.

PATricK FrANciS
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Basketball

Basketball requires exceptional fitness. If
you have never played a match before
then, believe me, it is a torturous

experience to have to sprint the length of the
sports hall every 20 seconds or so for up to an
hour and a half. This year’s slightly diminished
squad certainly made up for the smaller numbers
in the squad with exceptional fitness. Henry Lin
(a) captained the side and played extremely
enthusiastically, giving his all physically and still
managing to score an average of 15 points per
game. Hubert Wong (b) came a close second in
terms of points scored, averaging just over 13
points per game. Eduardo Batalha (f) and Ross
Collington (c) also deserve mention; Eduardo
finished the season in fine form, developing
confidence in his shot, and Ross improved his
ability as centre enormously over the season.
Notable wins for the season came against
Sherborne International, Marlborough and
Canford; the latter match turning out to require a
period of overtime to separate the two teams. 

BEN rYDEr

Polo

As one of the top polo playing
schools, Sherborne was once again
invited to take part in the four

chukka league, this year organised by the
regulatory polo body, the H.P.A. We were
drawn to play Wellington and Millfield for a
place in the semi-final.  Not long before the
match was due to take place Wellington
withdrew which meant the match against
Millfield was pivotal.  Sherborne produced
the stronger side and that gave Millfield a
1½ goal head start.  The match was closely
fought and at the end of chukkas 1 to 3
Sherborne was always just a nail-biting half a
goal in front.  Sadly by the end of the fourth
chukka Millfield edged ahead and the game
ended 5-5½ in their favour. Then came the
chance to defend our title in the S.U.P.A.
Senior Schools’ tournament at the
prestigious Dallas Burston polo club near
Royal Leamington Spa.  Sherborne won the
first contest against Bradfield convincingly
2-0.  Next up were Marlborough and this was
very narrowly lost 2-1.  We had to hope that
they would lose their next game and we
would win.  Indeed the Sherborne team kept
a cool head in front of the crowds attending
Ladies’ Day on the main ground and put in a
fantastic performance against Harrow to win
2-0.  Unfortunately it was too late as
Marlborough had taken the title and we
came a respectable second. 

Sherborne was also lucky to be featured in
Polo Times (August edition) with a double-
page spread on polo at the School. 

JuliA SlADE

Clay Shooting

Agroup of Sixth Form boys started off
the academic year shooting on
Sunday afternoons as an activity.

This format continued into the Lent Term. It
was decided, however, that for the Trinity
Term, we should extend Clay Shooting to the
whole School as a regular sporting option
and it became the regular Tuesday sport for
15 boys. With professional coaching from
Anthea Hillyer (seven times Ladies World
Champion) they developed into very
competent shots and were well prepared for
two events at the end of term – a Parents’
and Sons’ Clay Shooting Competition and a
fixture against Millfield.

On the last Sunday of term, a group of 33
boys, parents and staff met at the Southern
Counties Shooting  Grounds for the
inaugural Parents’ and Sons’ Clay Shooting
Competition in very windy conditions.
Overall, the event was enjoyed by all, giving 

an opportunity for parents to participate in
a sport in which their sons have become so
engaged. We hope to make the event
larger next year and extend the invitation
to boys and parents outside the Clay
Shooting squad.

The final event for the year was an away
match against Millfield. This was quite
ambitious for our first competitive fixture
since Millfield are the English School
Champions. Whilst a very strong  Millfield
1st team won the team event we were
delighted that the Sherborne 1st team beat
the Millfield 2nd team – a superb result for
our first competitive fixture against another
school.

NEil BrADSHAW

Range Shooting

We were delighted this year to
gain our first national
representative when Orlando

Parr (b) was selected as part of the team
representing England in the British Schools
Small Bore Rifle Association National
match against the other home nations.
Orlando shot two cards and on both
occasions scored comfortably above his
qualifying average score.  

This is an excellent achievement for his first
experience of competition at this level. In
addition, the range shooting team shot
well in fixtures against schools such as
Dauntsey’s as well as local clubs and the
boys competed admirably at National
tournaments at Bisley.

JOHN crOucH



The 2013 cricket season at Sherborne
will be remembered for a season of
“nearlys”, “what ifs” and “maybes”.

The 1st XI finished with a mixed record, with
emphatic wins over Millfield and Blundell’s,
mixed with disappointing defeats along the
way. This year sees the 2013 captain Hugh
Barron (a) moving on, as well as star batsman
David Buck (m); they will be leaving some
huge boots to fill next season. Despite this,
the team did reach the last 16 of a national
trophy, and with a side largely made up of
current Lower Sixth and Fifth formers, the
future looks bright for Sherborne cricket.

After a lot of hard work and efforts by the
boys during the cold winter months, the
season was finally here. The 1st XI were all
back before the start of term to make the
final preparations to their season before the
visit of the Free Foresters and Dauntsey’s.
The Free Foresters game saw David Buck
score a fantastic 170, recording the team’s
first win of the season. This was then backed
up with another superb win over Dauntsey’s,
with David Buck this time scoring an
impressive 158. 

Next came the start of the National U18 T20
competition, with a tough game against a
strong Canford side. Again, with Buck 41,
Ollie Sale (m) 55 and Oliver Calcott (e) 33, the
home side gained a place in the next round,
at home to King’s Taunton. King’s Taunton
was to be the thorn in the side of this year’s
1st XI, defeating them in the block fixture,
U18 national T20 and National U17
competitions respectively. Although
disappointing as Sherborne pushed them
close on two of the occasions, the boys
competed in all three games

After a setback at Marlborough, the next
game was the highlight of the season, a one
run victory over local cricketing rivals
Millfield. This showed that on its day, this
team could compete with the best. A special
mention here must go to Oliver Calcott (104)
and Will Cochrane-Dyet (b) (47) on his debut.
Charlie Smith (m) also on his debut, bowled
with both pace and aggression, and ripped
through Millfield’s middle order, finishing

with 4/38. Just as winning can become a
habit, the team found the second half of the
season tough, struggling to adapt to
different wickets and not always responding
well when put under pressure. This can be
expected of a young side, and I hope they
will learn from this next season. Momentum is
key in a jam-packed term of cricket, and this
was not helped with the loss of senior players
Ollie Sale and David Buck through injury.
Sherborne lost successive games to
Blundell’s, Canford, MCC and St Peter’s
College, Australia. 

A change was required, and with batters
lower down the School knocking on the
selector’s door, the time had come for fresh
faces. Greg Willows (f), who had been scoring
heavily for the Mini Colts As, was called upon
to bolster the batting, whilst pace bowling
all-rounder Conrad Fish (c) also received the
nod. Both made their debuts at Taunton
School, and their presence certainly provided
the team with the lift they most desperately
needed. The team fought hard in tough
conditions, with James Vitali (f) recording his
maiden five wicket haul for the 1st XI,
finishing with 6/17. He was well supported by
debutant Fish, who recorded 1/34. Willows
on debut gave a master class before
eventually being removed for 46. The game
was eventually lost by two runs as Sherborne
fell agonisingly short. 

Next was Clifton, who sent a very
experienced side to Sherborne for the final
block fixture of the season. The Clifton side
included no less than three Gloucestershire
players, which was going to prove a
challenge for this young Sherborne side.
Clifton posted a match-winning 312, which
was always going to be a tough ask. In reply,
Sherborne at least showed signs that learning
had taken place, with L6 all-rounder Fred
Cave (m) stepping up for a well-made 64.
Alas his efforts were in vain as Sherborne
were to be dismissed for 214. 

At time of going to press, Ollie Sale has been
selected to attend the ECB National U17
Super 4 competition, to be held at
the England performance centre of
excellence in Loughborough. He, along with
other outstanding U17’s across the country,
will compete over a three match tournament
for a place in the final at Edgbaston. Ollie is
hopeful of making the final cut for the full
England U17 training squad, which will be
announced shortly after this.

On their day, I have no doubt Sherborne
could have gained victories over King’s
Taunton; for a young side, the future looks
promising.
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TOM FlOWErS



Cross Country

This term saw a very full
programme of fourteen
fixtures, with only the

DISCCO 2-1-3 relay cancelled due
to bad weather. With only a small
squad, we were always going to be
up against it to register in the relays,
but we managed to field an
intermediate team for every event.
Despite our lack of a senior team,
Harry Lane (b) and James Sewry  (d)
were placed regularly in the top few positions, and Eddie Horn (d) was
a revelation in the inters. Harry and James were first and second
respectively in the Sherborne Trophy senior race, while Eddie came
third in the intermediates.

A strong performance from Harry at the Dorset Schools secured him a
place in the Dorset team in the Southwestern Championships with
James as a reserve. In the event, Harry could not run because of injury,
and James took his place. James had an excellent race at Blaire Castle
in Avon, and Dorset emerged victorious. Both James and Harry then
ran for the Dorset team at the English Schools Cross Country
championships at Catton Park, where they acquitted themselves well
under atrocious conditions. 

Later in the season, we managed to tempt Henry Field (c) to run for us
on a couple of occasions, this allowed us to field a senior team at the
Bryanston relays and take first place ahead of Winchester and
Bryanston; a sign of what might have been if we had been able to field
a full team throughout the season. In the event, however, a successful
season was crowned at the Canford relays, where final strong
performances from Harry Lane and Eddie Horn secured them both
first place for Sherborne in the senior and intermediate DISCCO
championships respectively, with James Sewry runner up for the
seniors.

Overall, I would judge the season to have been a success, with some
promising inters such as Caspar Ruane (a) and Jasper Slawson (e)
coming through, and a lot of medals even if trophies were not
forthcoming. The boys’ abiding memory will be of the mud, but then
that is as it should be. MArK EDWArDS

Football

With many of last year’s successful 1st XI returning for the
2013 season there was a great deal of expectation, but
clearly Sherborne Football was gaining a reputation on

the circuit, as opposition teams were
more anxious than ever to record a
victory. With three consecutive losses
from the first three games, all away
from home, it required a great show
of character for the boys to get back
on track and this was achieved with
an outstanding 4-0 away win in the
inaugural fixture with Malvern. The XI
registered four more wins in a row,
including a thrilling 3-2 victory at
Millfield, before losing out to

Marlborough in a very competitive game on The Lower. A great
performance against a strong Pilgrim’s side ended the season on
a high and showed that football at Sherborne continues to go
from strength to strength.

Hockey

Apre-season tour to Barcelona was the perfect start to the
season. An extended squad was selected to play against
some of Europe’s best junior club sides at some of

hockey’s most iconic clubs. The squad enjoyed an intense training
camp at the Olympic Park and played matches at the world-
renowned Real Club de Polo and Terassa Club. This experience
provided a fantastic sense of team spirit and allowed our players
to gain an appreciation for hockey at the very highest level.  

After a tough opening fixture against Dauntsey’s, Sherborne
found their footing and were soon playing excellent schoolboy
hockey with slick passing and excellent counter attacking moves.
Following a successful county campaign, Sherborne managed to
progress to the next round of the National Cup but were
unfortunately knocked out by strong opposition in a fiercely
contested play-off fixture.

The second half of the season saw Sherborne produce some
impressive hockey. This was evident against King’s Taunton where
Sherborne stormed to a 5-0 win. Sherborne’s counter attacking
play was instrumental in securing their three wins from four in the
period following the half term break. The likes of Bertie (c),
Ellwood (b), Merchant (b) and Bradnam (f) proved too strong in
midfield for many of the opposition and with the welcome
addition of Fifth former Hugh Williams (c) and Fourth former
Henry Field (c) to the squad, Sherborne were able to rely on strong
depth particularly in defence. However it was Sherborne’s clinical
finishing that impressed the Hughie Holmes’ crowds the most.
Humphrey (f), Howarth (c) and Dickins (c) had hugely impressive
seasons and terrorised defences with powerful running and
excellent stick work. The combination of direct play and
formidable defence made Sherborne a feared outfit. Despite this,
Sherborne’s most impressive performance came against Clifton.
After conceding two early goals the outlook seemed ominous but
instead of panicking, Sherborne fought valiantly at the back with
Parsons (c), Fricker (e), Leefe (b) and Chadwick (b) bringing
physicality and composure to the defence. With this strong
foundation in place Sherborne were able to get forward and
pressure the Clifton fullbacks which resulted in two excellent team
goals and a fantastic solo effort from Jack Humphrey. 

Despite being with the team for only a short period I must
congratulate them on their professional approach and focus. A
great foundation has been built for the 2013/14 season where the
1st Team can expect a comprehensive pre-season programme,
gym conditioning and indoor hockey. MATTHEW WOODS
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Squash

The Sherborne squash season 2012/13
can only be described as a “mixed
bag” of a season. 

The First team was captained by Ned
Humphreys (d). The Michaelmas term started
with a tough match against Millfield, which
didn’t go our way.  However things picked up
when we beat Richard Huish College in the
U19 Boys Schools’ National tournament. Our
next match was a double header with old
rivals Bryanston, which we narrowly lost and a
match against King’s Taunton was played in
great spirits. This however was when disaster
struck for the team; flooding, snow and the
norovirus cancelled all of the remaining
Michaelmas term fixtures.    

The snow hit again during the Lent term and
we had to cancel our much loved outing to
Roehampton, for the invitation only Schools
tournament. Although disappointed we
carried on and completed the term with
another nine matches against Blundell’s,
Marlborough, Bryanston, King’s Taunton and
the now famous Old Jesters side. Wins did
not come easily, as strong teams were very
difficult to put out, due to a lack of in depth
talent and other sporting commitments for
the boys.  In all we won just two matches out
of twelve played during the two term season.     

The Colts team fared slightly better, winning
two out of their four matches. Third former
Jacob Trott (a) and several fourth form boys
have, however, offered a glimmer of hope for
Sherborne Squash for the forthcoming years.

GArY SHAcKlE

Tennis

The Sherborne 1st VI tennis team
performed with focus and excellence
over a lengthy season. More young

players broke through to the team, due to
their improved performance resulting  from
their all year round commitment to the sport.
The team finished with nine victories.

Major highlights of the 2013 season were two
excellent matches versus Millfield, and
reaching the South West Final of the U19
Aegon National Schools Championships.
Sherborne defeated Bournemouth School,
Millfield Prep and Bishop Luffa of Chichester
on the cup run. The same selection of Henry
Field (c) Peter Lederman (a) James Sewry (d)
and Charles Morris (a) played in every round,
including the home final versus Exmouth
Community College. Exmouth progressed to
the National Finals, led at Sherborne by the
GB 28 ranked Jack Findel Hawkins for the
second year in succession.

After a narrow 5-4 away defeat to Millfield,
the second meeting was a much awaited
home tie and the last school doubles match
of the season which resulted in the first win
over our close high profile neighbours in over
nine years. The team on that day in June was
lead by Captain James Sewry (d), who has
established arguably the best doubles
partnership in the Schools’ history with Henry
Field (c). 

After the impressive win over Millfield the
boys met the Pilgrims at Commem and held
out for a deserved 5-4 victory. With the
majority of the squad available again next
year, the aim will definitely be to build on the
high standard and results.

JErEMY PriDDlE

Swimming

This year we competed in ten
Inter School Galas and won
seven of them. Five school

records were broken and boys were
achieving personal bests regularly. The
swimmers also competed in the Dorset
Schools Relays and the Inter House Gala
drew the crowds and cheers we have
come to expect!

This year’s Swimming Captain, Harry
Lane (b), has been an inspirational
leader and all-rounder. He was selected
for the GB Biathle Team to compete in
the European Biathle Championships in
Setubal, Portugal in July.

Coach Mark Rawle has worked the boys
hard, but this has gone alongside his
light-hearted manner which the
swimmers have so enjoyed. In the Trinity
Term we trialled joint training sessions
with Sherborne Girls once a week. I
hope to repeat this next year as this was
very popular with the boys!

Brian Higgins, Aquatics manager of
Sherborne Sports Centre, continues to
play an important part in boys’
swimming. During the year a number of
boys have once again completed their
Bronze Medallion Life Saving Certificate
under his guidance.

lucY McMillAN

Water Polo

Abusy year included Dorset
League fixtures with Hector
Campbell (c) captaining the

squad with zest and determination. The
legendary House Tournament saw 29
furiously fought matches, with Lyon
emerging victorious, Abbey second and
Wallace third. The Dorset League saw
the team competing against vastly
experienced club sides and in the
Christchurch White Seagulls they faced
several members of the GB squad.  In all
the team won two fixtures, lost seven
and drew one.

clAirE GrEENrOD

If winning isn’t everything, 
why do we keep score?
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A great deal of thought was given to the
question of recruitment for this new house. It
was decided that the identity of those who
would form the two top years (the VI Form)
should not be considered until shortly before
the house opened, but that work to invite
entries for the junior years should be tackled
at once. Consequently, early in 1962, the
Headmaster wrote to all parents whose sons
were already entered for the School for
September 1962 and onwards, asking if they
would like to change the entry from their
present intended house and send their sons
instead to the new house (which of course at
that time had no physical existence). It is
relevant at this point to note that, at this
period (the early 1960s,) entries were almost
entirely in the hands of individual
housemasters, with only very few on a central
list with no preference for a particular house,
and that entry books were at least nominally
full until well into the 1970s. It was the
intention that those entered for the School
during 1962-3 (there was still a fresh entry in
each of the three terms) would go to the
house for which they were currently entered,
in the knowledge from the outset that they
would be moving into the new house when it
opened in September 1964. Those arriving at
the School in September 1963 would all go to
what was then Elmdene, the “waiting house”,
where boys were accommodated for a term
or two when their chosen house did not at
once have room for them. (Elmdene did not
become a full boarding house, as Wallace
House, until 1977). Once the house had
opened, the existing pattern for entries
would of course be followed. 

Response to the Headmaster’s letter
produced more names than could be
accommodated. This provided an
unexpected opportunity for me, as the
housemaster, to ensure that the initial entry
to the house would provide a balanced range
of talents. It also meant that parents whose

main motive in choosing a ‘new’ house was to
ensure that their son would find himself
provided with ‘every mod con’ could be
gently squeezed out; I was concerned that all
boys should come with the intention of using
their talents to help create a thriving new
community. To achieve this I invited all
parents who had expressed interest to come
and discuss the future with my wife and
myself.  By spending an hour or so with each
family (looking back, I cannot imagine how,
alongside my normal teaching and other
commitments, I managed to find the time!)
we were able to establish that both sides
could happily work together on the
challenges of this new community, and to
identify their son’s particular talents and
enthusiasms so that the new entry might
produce a valuable and necessary mixture.

To foster a sense of ‘belonging’, during the
time these boys spent in their ‘temporary’
houses, we invited them to come in groups to
our home for breakfast on Sundays or at
other convenient times. At a period when the
arrangements of the School’s daily life gave
little opportunity for boys to become friendly

with those in other houses, this helped
considerably in developing a sense that all
were in this new venture together.

There remained the crucial question of how
to identify those who would make up the top
two years of the house. It had been decided
that, during the Lent term of 1964, the
Headmaster would address all boys then in
the Fifth and Lower Sixth forms, and also
write to their parents, encouraging them to
consider making a move to the new house.
During this period, I had decided that I must
maintain a discreet silence, especially since
any lobbying of promising individuals might
needlessly create bad blood with their
present housemaster. So I sat back and
awaited results. I confess that privately I was
fairly certain that a large number of the
volunteers would come from boys who had
been disaffected with their present situation
(and who might well feel the same about me
after about three weeks!)

In the event, the outcome was triumphantly
different. Of the 21 senior boys who joined
the house in September 1964, more than half
were, or became, members of various School
first teams; a number achieved open awards
for Oxbridge; two became Head of the
School. All were to make some contribution
to the atmosphere of the house. Thanks to
their efforts, the house attained a sense of
unity and purpose astonishingly quickly (I was
recently asked how long it took for The Digby
to acquire an identity, supposing it to have
taken two or three years. My answer was that
it had not been more than three weeks at the
outside). 

With the identity of all members of the house
now established in May 1964, it was
important to establish a feeling of
‘belonging’ to the new community. One of
the main ways in which this was achieved was
through the methods adopted to determine

This is the second part of an article begun in last year’s record, where the decision to use The Digby Hotel as the site for the proposed
new boarding house was explained, together with an account of the new structural work involved.

WHEN THE DIGBY OPENED IN SEPTEMBER 1964, IT BECAME THE BEST POSSIBLE ENVIRONMENT FOR THOSE WHO WERE TO BECOME

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE, AND FOR THEIR SUCCESSORS. AT THAT TIME, THESE ARRANGEMENTS ACHIEVED A QUALITY OF LIFE A

LONG WAY ABOVE THOSE IN THE OTHER HOUSES; NO ONE, FOR EXAMPLE, HAD HITHERTO EXPERIENCED SINGLE STUDIES, OF WHICH

THERE WERE ABOUT TEN.  PREDICTABLY, TO MEET EVER HIGHER EXPECTATIONS, OTHER HOUSES LATER RAISED THEIR STANDARDS

UNTIL THEY EQUALLED, OR SURPASSED, THE FACILITIES OF THE DIGBY WHICH COULD, HOWEVER, TAKE PRIDE IN ITS PLACE AS THE

FORERUNNER OF ‘MODERN’ LIVING CONDITIONS. 

Articles
T H E  D I G B Y
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how best to arrange the multifarious aspects
of house life on a daily basis. These covered
everything from fire drill to the supervision of
‘hall’ and dormitories, and from
arrangements for house games to the
running of the house library. In existing
houses a new boy (or a new housemaster)
would find all such matters an established
part of daily routine; for The Digby, with no
previous existence, all had to be invented
from scratch. This gave scope for doing
things differently from the existing norm in
the other houses in cases where a new
approach seemed appropriate. Those who
would become the two senior years of the
house were divided into small committees;
they were allotted the task of coming up with
ideas of how best to arrange one or more of
the many different aspects of house life. They
then reported back to me, and between us all
such matters were finally established.

Three examples will suffice. At that time,
every house had, pinned on the notice-
board, an elaborate set of ‘house rules’,
listing all manner of misdemeanours, each
with a set punishment for any failure to
conform. It was decided that The Digby
would do away with all such procedures.
Instead, it would be the task of house
prefects to confront miscreants and explain
why their actions were anti-social or in other
ways undesirable. Should it be felt that
punishment was needed to reinforce the
point, this was left to the discretion of the
prefects. In this connection it should perhaps
be noted that beating was never admissible
although it was still a common practice in the
School as a whole, where, quite often, there
were automatic sanctions, such as
‘accumulating three black marks involves a
beating.’

Two other examples typify the innovations.
The first was more trivial, but none the less
sensitive, and involved dress. At that time, a
boy was at all times (except of course for
games) expected to wear the School uniform
of grey suit, white collar and School tie. It was
decided that in The Digby, once a boy had no
reason to leave the precincts of the house for
the rest of the day, he could (within reason!)
wear his own clothing. 

Another change was over the appointment of
tutors. Hitherto, each house, besides its
housemaster, only had one House Tutor who
stood in for the housemaster when needed.
There seemed no reason why every boy in
the house should find it possible to feel
relaxed when talking to one or other of these
two figures; this suggested that life for the
individual would be improved if several other
members of the staff became part of the
house community. Thus it was that the
arrangement of having several ‘tutors’ was
first established. These and other changes to
the existing order of things met with the
disapproval of other housemasters, who felt
that I was being unwise, or even
irresponsible. It was thus with a certain
amount of wry amusement that we noted
that, before long, almost all our ‘innovations’
became common practice. (It had been
somewhat similar when Alick Trelawny-Ross
took on Lyon House fifty years before,
although here Lyon House tended to go its
own way for much longer, to the extent that it
was known in some quarters as ‘Ross’s
Academy’).

There is no question that the decision to
involve the boys in determining the
arrangements for running the house (even
though, when appropriate, I was able to
introduce ideas of my own while subtly giving
the boys reason to think the ideas were
theirs) was a significant factor in encouraging
them to view the house as ‘theirs’ with a
consequent determination to make it work.
Privately I had feared that many would be
determined to establish the arrangements
with which they were familiar in their present
houses. But in the event they showed
themselves to be remarkably objective and
fully able to support changes which struck
them as an improvement on what they had
hitherto experienced.

I had been determined to ensure that an
atmosphere existed in which academic study
outside routine working hours would be the
norm. Evidence that this proved valuable may
be seen in the fact that within five years of the
house opening, no fewer than 12 people had
won open awards at Oxbridge, and for some
time this standard was maintained, with two

or three more each year. I was also concerned
to create maximum opportunity to develop
other talents. As an example, the School had
recently decided to offer one term’s free
tuition in any instrument. I was thus enabled
to persuade almost every boy to ‘give it a go’.
This helped to ensure that music, too,
became a respectable and respected,
activity, instead of one that was pursued by a
few slightly strange individuals outside the
general run of School life. But the episode
which perhaps best illustrated the
enthusiasm that went into making the house
a success was to be seen on the rugby field
where The Digby, which in this first term had
a smaller nucleus than the other houses, had
to put out a team which, apart from four
valuable members of the School 1st XV, was
made up of people with no sort of claim
to rugby distinction. Such was their
determination to prove themselves, however,
that at the end of the very first term they
reached the final of the senior inter-house
competition. Their success encouraged the
rest of the School to take The Digby seriously.

One of the most important features of those
early years was that members of The Digby
learnt to consider what impact the actions of
one individual might have on others in the
community, so that it became natural to take
account of other people rather than solely to
pursue one’s own interests. While this was, of
course, true in other houses, it is tempting to
feel that nowhere else was a positive and
constructive approach to life so clearly in
evidence. For many years, now, The Digby
has, to most people, been just one of the
School’s eight houses. But for me as
Housemaster, and perhaps also for the first
members of the house, it was a privilege to
be involved in its early development, and it
remains a delight to look back after fifty years
on that ‘first fine careless rapture’, (though
perhaps, in the light of all that has been here
written, it was in fact the opposite of
‘careless’)

PETEr curriE
HOuSEMASTEr OF THE DiGBY (1964-1972)



2014 will mark the centenary of Alick
Trelawny-Ross taking over as
Housemaster of the fledgling Lyon

House. Having spoken to many of his old
boys (including my own father), all of
them held Alick in very high esteem whilst
acknowledging that he had his own way of
doing things. This could be regardless of
the wishes of Headmasters to whom he
could be selectively deaf when necessary.
He imposed his will on the House, an
example of this being the creation of
Ginger Weeks which were based on the
tests set by Horatio Kitchener in India.
They seem to have occurred at fairly
frequent intervals as he refers to them
often in his 1956 book ‘Their Prime of
Life.’ They were called when AH T-R
detected a period of sustained slackness
and dropping of standards in the House.
He especially deplored ‘the dayroom
containing too many chaps with a rather
loutish conception of life and discipline’.

The terms of the ginger week would be posted
on the House notice board and included
personal inspections, dormitory and study
inspections, doubling-up returning to the House
from School and getting to meals, blues
upgraded to reds and such like. The price of
failure in any of these tasks would be a painful
one.  At the bottom of the list, Trelawny-Ross
adds the footnote:  ‘Inspectors  must  be very
hard to satisfy. A ginger week is a very important
thing with psychological effects of a good kind.
By Wednesday next everyone will be feeling
braced up and in love with life.  Carpe Diem.’ 

He seems to have particularly enjoyed the 1939
renewal as he writes: ‘A very pretty little ginger
week is in progress’  going on to note that ‘senior
boys, in order to set an example to junior boys of
supreme joyousness, spring gaily to their cold
baths at 6.30’. Not wanting to miss the fun
himself, he would have daily meetings with his
Head of House just before 6.30am, fully dressed
after shaving in cold water.  He concludes ‘ Yes,
a very pretty little ginger week , and it is doing
us good, though I have to admit that my
suggestion to senior boys that a gramophone on
the landing by the bathroom would add much to
the happiness of the early pearly dawn was
received with considerable loathing.’

Were these weeks really popular with the boys?
Perhaps not at the time but many of them in
writing to Ross after they had left enquired
anxiously as to whether ginger weeks were still

going.  One old boy, making such an enquiry
was instantly reassured by Alick ‘Come along
and try this one. It is a good deal better than any
you had.’ He points out how the Head of House
in charge of the Gibbons (the junior dormitory)
for the week ‘leaps to it with a cry of ecstasy
when the bell rings.’

Colonel Geoffrey Pine-Coffin DSO Bar MC (g
1922- 1926) was so impressed with ginger weeks
during his time in Lyon House that he instigated
them as part of the training for his 7th
Parachute Battalion in the lead-up to D-Day.
His troops were so impressive that they were
allocated the vital task of defending Pegasus and
Horsa Bridge over the Orme and Caen canals on
June 6th 1944. 

Ginger weeks did not end when Trelawny-Ross
retired in 1946. His successor, as Housemaster,
Hughie Holmes, carried on the tradition with
enthusiasm, even extending the scope of
punishable offences.

By the time that I arrived in Lyon House in
1966, ginger weeks were mentioned fairly
frequently but I do not recall one actually taking
place. However, the traditional eccentricity of
the House still shone through in a somewhat
bizarre scale of punishments for minor offences.

At the bottom end of this scale was ‘ Getting up
in three’.

This would be awarded for fairly trivial house
offences, running in corridors, hands in pockets
etc. and was therefore usually fairly heavily
subscribed with most mornings seeing upwards
of ten boys dashing downstairs for a cold bath as
soon as the bell sounded at 7.00am. Seated in a
nice hot bath adjacent to the freezing cold one

was a house prefect with a clipboard to check
that all miscreants on his list had both taken a
cold bath and immersed themselves properly.
The call of ‘shoulders under’ was heard
constantly in the thirty seconds after 7.00.
Then it was back upstairs to make your strip
(bed) and get dressed in time to bolt back
downstairs to report to another prefect seated on
a chest of drawers outside the ‘Halliday’ (senior
dormitory) by 7.03. A second late or your collar
stud showing and you would be doing it again
the next day.

Getting up in three was actually not too bad as,
once you had done it, the extra time was your
own until breakfast. However, a problem arose if
you committed a further minor offence whilst
still on the ‘up in three’ rota. This would result
in ‘Calling’.

Calling involved firstly getting up in three as
above. Then it was down to the changing rooms
to put on your games kit and report back to the
prefect on the chest of drawers. You then had
the privilege of running what was known as the
‘short slopes’ – down Ottery Lane, turn right
over the railway, turn left at ‘Plum Pudding’ and
along the road until you turned left back over
the level crossing, up Digby Road and back to
the House. It was then a quick shower before
reporting back to the chest-sitter in School
uniform. The time allowed for this whole
manoeuvre was 20 minutes.

Being a cheerful sort of chap, I was never too
worried about being one of the more regular
callers but after a longer than usual succession of
‘calling’ mornings, I remarked to the chest-sitter
on duty (who shall remain nameless) that I
thought that calling was rather a waste of time.
I should have known better because the next
day I found myself ‘double-calling’.

This involved calling (as above) in the usual 20
minutes. It was then school kit off and back
downstairs for another cold bath. The hot bath
prefect would still be installed with his clipboard
checking that the later risers were immersing
themselves properly in the freezing water. It was
then back into games kit for another jaunt
around the ‘short slopes’, a quick shower and
back into School clothes and report back by
7.40. All in all a pretty lively start to the day! I
did briefly contemplate telling the chest-sitter
that I thought that double-calling was an even
bigger waste of time but thoughts of the rather
obvious upshot of this remark prompted
discretion.

Did anyone ever do Triple-Calling?

A L I C K  T R E L AW N Y- R O S S ,  A  C E N T E N A R Y,
G I N G E R  W E E K S  A N D  C A L L I N G

JOHN HArDEN (g 70)
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THE STORY SO FAR I do not
think that anybody could have completely
foreseen the remarkable success that
Sherborne Qatar has enjoyed in its very short
life so far, and I hesitate to predict just how
much more success lies ahead. The School
opened as a Preparatory School for boys and
girls in the Autumn Term 2009 with 230
pupils. In January 2014, there will be 550
pupils in the Prep and 315 in the Senior
School. Demand for places outstrips supply
by a wide margin, because of the British
education that we take pride in delivering.
Both Schools’ educational standards have
already been recognised and we have been
awarded the coveted British Schools
Overseas status by the DfE and Ofsted.

Nick Prowse has led his School brilliantly as
he has set about establishing it in a city that
had not seen anything like Sherborne Qatar
before. His work has been recognised with
membership of IAPS, and he is one of only six
Heads in the Gulf region to have achieved
this. The Prep now has a wonderful
atmosphere and reputation, commented
upon in conversations taking place at the
Ambassador’s garden parties and over coffee
in the souks. Nick and his colleagues have
paid a lot of attention to individual children
and to making sure that each and every one
feels valued and is nurtured. Academic
standards are very good; drama features in all
year groups; and sport is really taking off.
There is a stability and loyalty amongst the
teaching staff, and Prince Charles even told
some of our Prep pupils that their uniform
was the smartest of all the schools in Doha!

The Senior School opened in September
2011 for boys and girls, who will be educated
in single-sex classes in Years 9 to 11 (Third

Form to Fifth Form, if you prefer). We have
seen the emergence of an equally special
school, one also renowned not only for its
caring and compassionate outlook, but also
for its clear academic ambitions. Our first
group of (I)GCSE candidates will sit
examinations in May and June. In September,
our Lower Sixth will open, offering (I)AS
Levels and then a year later (I)A Levels in a
broad range of subjects. Thereafter, we
expect to send our leavers to universities
across the world.

Our next musical production, ‘Smike’, will be
performed at one of the finest theatres in
Doha, as well as in our own more modest
auditorium. The first part of our cricket
season went well. For the first time ever, we
fielded a side in the Qatar Cricket
Association U19 league. We did not manage
to go beyond the group stages, missing out
only on run rate. Cricket is played throughout
the year, and so we look forward to
welcoming a Dorset winter touring side in the
years ahead.

Contributing to these two unique schools are
the OS and OSG Gap Assistants. They have
been great fun, hard workers and exemplary
role models for the senior pupils. No other
school has anything like them and we are
delighted that a growing number want to be
part of our success. 

Strengthening links with Sherborne and with
OS is of paramount importance to me. It has
been a pleasure to welcome those OS who
have been in Doha and who have got in
touch with me. There will always be a literally
very warm welcome extended to all OS
visitors, so please do let me know when you
are next in Qatar.

MiKE WESTON

B U R N I N G  M A N

Charlie has just finished his first stint as
the Event Operations Director of
Burning Man, the annual Art event

held in the Black Rock desert in Nevada. This
year more than 68,000 ‘Burners’ gathered on
this ancient lake bed to build what becomes
the fourth largest city in Nevada, but that
exists for only eight days. Much like any other
city, there are bus services, radio stations,
medical services, police stations, a post
office, an airport, cafes, places to stay,
museums, and uncountable other
experiences that mostly defy explanation...
what about the Barbie Death Camp and
Wine Bar?

Black Rock City has grown so much that
Charlie’s role was developed to unify
operational responsibility for this beautiful
chaos. The days are busy and time is spent
dealing with various government agencies
as well as a multitude of operational
departments; the fuel team getting through
hundreds of thousands of gallons of fuel, the
medics responding to several thousand calls,
or the airport having over 1,000 take offs and
landings.

Of course, Burning Man is primarily an arts
event. This year there were over 400 art
pieces scattered around the event, but the
true key is in the title: this year nearly 100
separate works of art were burnt.  The
process of helping artists immolate their
pieces safely is long and involved but leads
to spectacular results - the Man burned down
in 22 minutes following a world class
fireworks display surrounded by a crowd of
68,000 onlookers.

Burning Man is the largest Leave No Trace
event in the world. As the city is vacated,
participants take with them everything they
brought, leaving not a trace on the Playa.
When management of the land is handed
back to the federal agency that permits the
event, the survey team looks for signs of it
being there. 

(Editor: For 22 years, the Black Rock Desert
outside Reno, Nevada, has been home to the
increasingly popular and influential Burning
Man arts event. Started on a beach in San
Francisco in 1986, Burning Man now attracts
more than 65,000 participants annually, from
every U.S. state and 22 countries. For more
info visit http://www.burningman.com)

cHArliE DOlMAN (h94)



H E N R Y  R O B I N S O N  K I N G  ( 1 8 5 5 - 1 9 3 5 )

Nor love thy life nor hate; but what thou liv’st
Live well – how long or short permit to Heaven

These lines from Milton’s
Paradise Lost appear on the
plaque in the ante-chapel
dedicated to the Old
Shirburnians who died in the
First World War.  They were
chosen by Henry Robinson King
and the lines and their location
combine two of the major
passions of King’s life: English
literature and Sherborne School.

Known affectionately to all as
‘Crusoe’, King came to
Sherborne in 1883 to teach
Classics and remained on the
staff for over forty years until his
retirement in 1925.  King’s impact
on Sherborne during these years
was not only in the classroom
and as housemaster of
Abbeylands, but he was also
responsible for founding both
the Duffers Society and the Old
Shirburnian Society, and for
introducing to the School the
influential architect Sir Reginald
Blomfield.

King kept a personal diary for
most of his life, the majority of
which survive and have recently
been generously loaned to the
School archives by his family.
The diaries span 67 years of
King’s life, beginning in 1865
when he was aged nine and
ending in 1931 when he was 76.
They reveal an intellectual,
humorous, self-critical and
insightful man and include many
wry observations about his work
colleagues and the politics of
school life. Born on 6 July 1855 at
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, where
his father was vicar, King
attended Clifton and then Exeter
College, Oxford.  It was while at
Exeter College that King met
fellow student Reginald
Theodore Blomfield (1856-1942),
the man whom A.B. Gourlay
would later credit with being
‘responsible above all others for
the aspect of modern
Sherborne’. King first introduced
Blomfield to Sherborne in 1894
when he was commissioned to
design improvements to the
interior of the Big School Room.

Blomfield went on to design all
the major new buildings at the
School for the next 32 years,
including the Carrington
Buildings (1910), the classrooms
in the north range of the Courts
(1913), the Devitt Court
workshops (1921), the war
memorial staircase and ante-
chapel (1922), the gate tower to
the Courts (1923), the
gymnasium (1923), and the Music
School (1926).  He also designed
the main building of Sherborne
Girls’ School.  While completing
the war memorial staircase at
Sherborne Blomfield was also
working on his designs for the
Menin Gate at Ypres in Belgium.
Amongst the 57,000 names
inscribed on the panels of the
Menin Gate are those of
fourteen Old Shirburnians whose
names also appear on the war
memorial staircase at Sherborne
School.  Blomfield was also
responsible for designing the
Cross of Sacrifice for the Imperial
War Graves Commission and the
electricity pylon for the Central
Electricity Generating Board.

On 4 January 1898, King married
Emily Constance ‘Connie’ Gray
in Edinburgh, describing the
event in his diary as ‘a tolerable
flutter of a wedding.’  The couple
spent the first years of their
married life in a house at
Greenhill and it was here that on
22 May 1898 the first meeting of
a new School literary society was
held.  The Duffers, as the Society
became known, was founded by
King ‘to keep its members alive

to all that is best in English
literature, and to do this in
as happy and congenial
surroundings as possible.’
Members of the Duffers included
Alec Waugh (a, 1911-1915), who
would later describe King in
rather unflattering terms in his
semi-autobiographical novel The
Loom of Youth.  On reading the
novel King wrote in his diary
‘Skimmed thro a dull quasi-
vigorous story of Alec Waugh
which has been widely sold.  I am
a feeble ass, lover of poetry, with
a cribbing form, anaemic house,
etc.  .’  

Another member of the Duffers
was Cecil Day-Lewis (d 1917-
1923).  Day-Lewis would go on to
become not only Poet Laureate
but also, when he married Mary
King in 1928, King’s son-in-law.
Day-Lewis credited King with
developing his interest in English
poetry, stating in his
autobiography The Buried Day
that ‘if he [King] got bored with
his pupils, he would whip out a
volume of verse and, detaching
himself from us, a dreamy look in
his pale blue eyes, read aloud to
himself till the end of the lesson.’
In 1908, King started to
memorise some 10,000 lines of
poetry which he would recite out
loud as he cycled around the
Dorset countryside when,
according to Day-Lewis, he
would ‘stop at a gate and recite
chunks of Wordsworth or
Tennyson to the vacant air or the
still more vacant faces of the
cows which presently

congregated.’ At a meeting held
on 26 June 1896, King instigated
the founding of the Old
Shirburnian Society with the aim
‘to keep Old Shirburnians in
touch with the School and with
each other.’  King became the
Society’s first Honorary Secretary,
a post he held until his
retirement in 1925, and it is
largely because of his dedication
that the Society attracted so
many members.  In his diary
entry of 22 October 1898 he
wrote, ‘I brought out the 2nd
Report of the Old Shirburnian
Society. There appeared 340
names and so the Society must
be pronounced a success. But I
do not know that very much
interest is really taken in it except
by a few.  The composition of it
cost me much trouble when I
could think of little except the
wife [their first child had been
still-born twelve days earlier].’
The affection that the OS felt for
King was evident when in
January 1928 he attended an OS
dinner at the Park Lane Hotel
and, according to the diary entry
he wrote that evening, he was
greeted by 125 OS and his
speech was very well received
with much laughter.  When King
died seven years later on 28
September 1935, aged 80, his
funeral service was conducted in
Sherborne by the Reverend
Arthur Field who had succeeded
him as Honorary Secretary of the
OS Society. 

H.R. King lived his life very much
according to the lines he chose
from Milton’s Paradise Lost: he
lived them well and was much-
loved and well-respected.  But
perhaps the final verdict on his
life should be left to King
himself, who on re-reading his
diaries wrote, ‘Looked up some
old diaries this week. On the
whole feel glad to have turned
out so respectable.  There’s
some poor stuff in them.’

rAcHEl HASSAll
ScHOOl ArcHiViST
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T H E  R I D E  O F  T H E  L I O N S

This summer to mark the 125th
anniversary of the British and Irish
Lions, Fin Hughes and fellow OS Jerry

Shaw (c 92) took part in a charity bike ride, the
Ride of the Lions, between Melbourne and
Sydney in aid of the charity, Walking with the
Wounded, which funds the retraining and re-
skilling of wounded servicemen and women
to assist them in finding new careers outside
the military.  The ride took place in the week
between the final two test matches.  Here Fin
writes about the experience.

The first few days were spent “acclimatising”
to the Australian way of life (what harm would
a few beers do us?!), assembling and trialling
our bikes and of course watching the second
test match. A few of us were quite glad the
Lions lost as it really gave us a goal on the
cycle ride knowing that everything was in the
balance in Sydney.  An added incentive to
get there on time was that we had to deliver
the match ball to the stadium.

The first two days of the cycle ride almost
lulled us into a false sense of security.  We
covered our 100+ miles a day in pretty quick
time and quickly learnt that when riding with
20+ other cyclists at 30mph and only one foot
apart your actions can have pretty serious
consequences; there were several gashed
legs and a bumped head.  In the evenings we
were entertained by tales from our ex-pro
group of players; Mike Teague, Peter
Winterbottom, Roger Uttley, Tyrone Howe,
Simon Poidevon, Warwick Waugh and Andy
the Ox Heath.  We also had a wakeup call
from our nutritionist who told us that we
would need to increase our daily intake of
food to 12 bananas, 12 cereal bars, a three
course breakfast, a large lunch and a three
course dinner in order to make up the 7,000
calories we would burn each day!

The third day saw us enter the first of the
National Parks, which in Oz means big woods
and hills that go on and on and on
relentlessly, ten kilometres at a time, at an
incline of 15-20%.  To put that in perspective,
the alpine sections of the Tour de France
typically have 8-13% hills for a mere six
kilometres.  We all survived the first day of
hills but the second was to be my Everest.
The idea was to get most of our 100 miles
done before lunch, which is fine on the flat
but we had another National Park to deal
with. We descended an unbelievably steep
hill (20%+) to the ironically named Eden for
lunch, only to be told that we would have to

cycle back up it on our way out.  But that was
not the end of it, ten kilometres further on we
hit another even steeper, two kilometre hill.
Try and imagine keeping a bicycle going
uphill when your bike wants to traverse it and
then try it in the wrong gear because you
forgot to change before you hit the hill.  I
managed the hill in one hit (as I did all the
hills) but I didn’t know where my next breath
was coming from or how my legs were going
to turn once more.  We still had another
40kms and four more monster hill climbs to
go but I was spent.  I got through those last
few hours in a haze of exhaustion, tears and
shouting!  I had a very nervous start the
following morning but after an hour or so I
got right back in it again and while not
welcoming the hills, I took them at my pace
(along with Wints my wing man for the day)
and managed my way through it.  By now we
had the feeling that the worst was over and
whilst banter was at a minimum we kept each
other going all the way to our stunning
destination, Bateman’s Bay.

Up until now we had had light winds and
sunshine but day six gave us our first
experience of strong winds.  They were so
strong that you would happily fly round a
corner only to feel your bike nearly disappear
in a gust from underneath you. We also had a
roller-coaster ride descending for 11km down
a road that would have suited a James Bond
car chase.  All very spectacular and exciting
as long as your brakes kept working!  The day
ended at the town of Wollongong, our final

destination before Sydney; the end was in
sight!

We were joined on our final day by two
injured servicemen and a couple of our main
sponsors, which brought a new dimension to
our close knit gang.  We headed off in great
spirits knowing that we were going to be
done by lunchtime and that we only had two
of the monster hills between us and victory.
The banter levels rose as we spied the Opera
House and we received great support from
the Lions’ fans as we cycled to our final
destination, the offices of QBE, our main
sponsors, where we were greeted with an
amazing BBQ and drinks reception on their
roof terrace.  We finished the day with a
parade on the main stage of the Lions
supporters tent in the main stadium and then
an incredible game of rugby and victory to
the Lions.

When we started the tour I knew one of the
team well and had met a few of the others.
On departure I left 30 very close friends who
will share a quite extraordinary memory of
our time together. No one found it easy and
everyone had to dig to their deepest at one
point or another but we all helped each other
through and made it across the line in one
peloton, which is how we started.

7 DAYS � 41 HOURS IN THE SADDLE � 635 MILES � AVE SPEED 15.5 MPH
CLIMBING 30,561 FT � 50,339 CALORIES BURNT

FiN HuGHES (h 91)
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Did you know that there is a bunch
of tough OS who are working out
in Angola?  Rupert Weterings (b

07), William Capel (b 07), Ed Capel (b 08),
and Humphrey Wrey (g 09).

Rupert moved to Luanda, Angola, in
February 2011 to establish a property,
casualty, life and medical insurance
brokerage, becoming the largest in
Angola by May 2013.

Rupert arrived in Angola not even
speaking Portuguese. He has had
robberies, police hi-jacks where he had,
literally, to dance his way out of trouble,
bizarre Angolan carnivals, and the Mayor
of London and business trips worthy of a
scene from Blood Diamond all without
suffering too much apparent trauma.

He has latterly been joined by the Capel
brothers and Humphrey.  Ed writes “. In
the UK, people’s knowledge of Angola is
generally limited to it being a Portuguese
colony and the tumultuous civil war that
the country endured. My expectations
and the reality of life in Angola that
followed, varied wildly. Not only was the
country in many ways more developed
than I expected, I soon saw how
rewarding and exciting it was to live here.
Although there are certain difficulties
that come with life out here, these are
outweighed by the beauty of the place
and the work and life experiences
encountered. Life here is action packed
and little time is wasted. After a long
working week, weekends are spent,
whenever possible, outdoors and out of
the city. Surfing, fishing and camping
trips on amazing and untouched beaches
with fantastic weather, are certainly some
of the bonuses that come with living in
the country! In the long term, however, it
is the experience of working and living
within one of the world’s fastest growing
economies with huge potential, and on a
continent that the rest of the world has
once again suddenly turned their
attention towards that I believe I will
benefit from and cherish most in the
future.”

Cameron Maconie (c 06), Bruno Skinner (b 06) and I decided, with
no prior climbing experience and a varying fear of heights to set
ourselves a challenge; to climb one of the highest and most iconic
peaks in the Alps, the Matterhorn (4,478m). Our goal was to raise
£15,000 for the British Heart Foundation, a charity close to our
hearts as both my and Cameron’s fathers have experienced heart
related problems. To date we have raised £13,676.

The training for the climb was long and
hard as we knew it required a very high
level of fitness and a good knowledge of
climbing skills. Our preparation started in
January and lasted eight months,
beginning with a rigorous gym schedule
and climbing courses in Dartmoor and
North Wales to develop our skills and
experience.  This was supplemented by
weekends trekking in Dorset, Wiltshire
and the Lake District to build up our
endurance.

We finally left for Switzerland on 9 August,
giving ourselves two weeks in Zermatt, so
that we could acclimatise, carry out some
guided ascents of other peaks in the area
and give ourselves enough time to pick a
suitable weather window.

During the first three days, we went on
long treks around the valley and then in
the company of experienced local guides,
well used to preparing climbers for the

ascent of the Matterhorn, we climbed
the Rifflehorn (2, 928m) and Breithorn
(4, 164m). The former was important for
rope work and the latter for acclimatising
to high altitude and for experience of
climbing with crampons on. 

On 19 August, after two days’ rest, we
trekked to the Hörnli Hut (3,260m) where
we stayed the night.  Departing at 4.20am
with only head torches to light the way, we
set off roped to our individual guides.
Summitting later that day was an
emotional moment, and we did it under
very tricky conditions.  It had rained and
snowed the previous night, resulting in
snow and ice underfoot from a low level
and there were winds in excess of
100km/h, which ensured that we couldn’t
feel our hands for a good part of the
climb.

Ali EArP (c 06)
ED cAPEl (b 08)

JOOST WETEriNGS (b 04)
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HONG KONG RECEPTION
On 14th November over 70 OS, parents and
friends attended a reception at the Hong
Kong Club. The Headmaster addressed the
audience and told them about the plans for
the future of the School and recent events.
The reception was organised by Stefania and
Robin Hammond (b 83 and parents) who very
kindly arranged the venue and undertook
much of the logistics.

It is hoped that this will become an annual
event in Hong Kong with other gatherings
also taking place in the region. Please let us
know if you are in Hong Kong and were
unaware of the event and would like to
attend future events.

JERSEY RECEPTION
Sherborne receives terrific support in Jersey
from OS and parents alike and it was a
pleasure to visit in May with OS President-
Elect, Bill Hughes and his wife Anthea. In
conjunction with Sherborne Girls, we held a
reception for all those connected with
Sherborne, OS, Old Girls, past, current and
potential parents.  Chris Davis and Bill made
upbeat and entertaining short speeches. It
was, as ever, a pleasure to enjoy the friendly
welcome that the Jersey community always
give us and we look forward to our next visit
in 2015.

LAW GRADUATE EVENT
Sherborne Girls organised a Law Graduates
Event at Linklaters in The City in March and
kindly made it a joint event so that young OS
seeking a career in the law could benefit.
The format was that the 40 young OS and
SGs were split into groups of ten and took
turns to meet and talk to four lawyers. Thanks

go to those four speakers who gave a terrific
insight into the varying aspects of law –
Robin Leach (a 73 and past parent), Stephen
Edlmann (past parent), Jessica Gibbs (SG 02)
and Margaret Bloom (SG 61). 

LOSELEY PARK RECEPTION
Events which include a combination of OS,
past and current and potential parents are
always enjoyable and it was lovely to
welcome some 140 guests to Loseley Park
near Godalming for a drinks reception in
early October.  Apart from the obvious
pleasure of meeting up with familiar faces of
OS and past parents, it is also both enjoyable
and informative to talk to current parents and
find out how their boys are faring in the
Sherborne of today. 

MIDDLE EAST DINNER
On 7th March the inaugural Middle East
dinner took place in Dubai. Over 30 OS
and parents attended along with the
Headmasters of the junior and senior
Schools of Sherborne Qatar. The dinner,
which was held in the new JW Marriott
Marquis Hotel, was organised by Nick Chuter
(m 98) with support from the OS/Foundation
Office. It is hoped that the Middle East group
will meet on a regular basis over the coming
years. Please let us know if you are in the
Middle East and were unaware of the event
and would like to be invited in future.

OS MEDIA LUNCH 
The OS Media Lunch always seems to
produce one of the great fun days in the OS
calendar. Old faces and first-timers seem to
blend in effortlessly together regardless of

age. So much of this is due to the relaxed
nature of the day, so brilliantly promoted by
Peter Moeller (a 55). If you work in any Media
related job and have not been before, do try
and sample the Media Lunch in 2014.

NEW YORK DINNER
The third American Friends of Sherborne
dinner was held in Le Périgord Restaurant in
New York on 24th October. The dinner was
attended by over 25 OS and parents and
Hugh Hildesley (b 60), President of the
American Friends spoke about the Princeton
Fellowship link that the American Friends so
ably support. Recent Princeton Fellow
Michael Weylandt then spoke about his year
teaching at Sherborne. Many thanks must go
to Hugh Hildesley for his organisation and
support of the event. 

Please let us know if you are on the US East
Coast and were unaware of the dinner and
would like to attend future events.

NEWBURY RECEPTION
OSS events tend to be held largely either in
Sherborne or London and we are aware that
we have loyal support from OS in West
Berkshire, South Oxfordshire and North
Hampshire who do not get the opportunity
to attend these. Richens Lodge, on the River
Kennett just outside Newbury seemed an
ideal place to host a party for OS, past and
current parents. We were lucky enough to
pick a lovely June evening and had a great
evening chatting and drinking in convivial
company. 

Heather Chuter

Heather Chuter

EVENTS



OS DAY 2013
The weather during the week
preceding OS Day was not good and
we feared that our guests would be
huddled in the marquee to keep dry
and warm.  We had even discussed
the possibility of hiring heaters, it had
been so cold.  However, we need not
have worried as we awoke on Saturday
18th May to a glorious sunny morning.
Instead of huddling inside, people
basked in the warm sunshine and the
sides of the marquee were opened up
to keep diners cool during lunch.  It
was a wonderful day, much enjoyed by
all.  One OS wrote to say:

“The Service was a treat

-  with well-chosen

hymns, a delightful

anthem, meaningful

address, and input from

Chapel Prefects. The

lunch was a most

convivial affair and

many thanks to the

Catering Department.

We lingered on after

Tea, watching the

Cricket, and would

have liked to stay

longer…”

JANET DEAN

SINGAPORE RECEPTION
The High Commissioner’s Residence in
Singapore was the splendid venue for a
reception for over 40 OS, parents and
friends on 12 November. The High
Commissioner spoke about the
importance of education and the high
quality of education in the UK, while the
Headmaster spoke about the future plans
for the School and recent events in the
School related to the Vision. 

It is hoped that the Singapore group of OS
and parents will continue to meet on a
regular basis as they have done for the
past three years. Many thanks to Tim
Blackburn (g 89) for his help in organising
the venue. Please let us know if you are in
Singapore and were unaware of the
reception and would like to attend future
events.

SYDNEY DRINKS
On 19th November a small gathering of
over a dozen OS met for post work drinks
at the Eden Bar, Martin Place, Sydney. It
was a good evening of catching up with
old friends and meeting new friends and
extended long into the night. 

It is hoped that an Australian group will be
formed following the event and regular
gatherings will take place. Please let us
know if you missed out but are in the
Sydney area or elsewhere in Australia and
would like to attend future events.  

FEBRUARY
Wednesday 5th University Visit

The Pitcher and Piano Bar
Newcastle

Monday 17th University Visit
Oxford

Monday 24th University Visit
Exeter

Wednesday 26th University Visit
Bristol

MARCH
TBC Undergraduate/Graduate 

Careers Seminar
TBA

APRIL
Tuesday 29th Channel Island Gathering

Guernsey

MAY
Friday 16th Digby 50th Anniversary Dinner

Sherborne

Saturday 17th OS Day
Sherborne

SEPTEMBER
Thursday 25 Quinquagesimal

Sherborne

117TH ANNUAL RECORD

FORTHCOMING
EVENTS 2014

STANlEY JOHNSON (g 58)
UNEP: The First 40 Years
Publisher: uNEP Publications

OS
PUBLICATIONS

JOHN PrEEcE (b 42) 
A Brief History of Human Behaviour
Publisher: Yealm Vista Publishing
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REUNIONS

1993

The Class of 1993 decided they
wanted their 20-year reunion to be a
family day back in Sherborne on

Saturday 1st June.  Their day began by all
convening at The Three Elms for a family
lunch in the garden, followed by a gathering
in The Courts where they were greeted by
John Harden who gave them a tour of the
School.  A picnic tea followed after which
some of the wives and all of the children
dispersed.  The remaining chaps returned
for a delicious and informal dinner in the Old
School Room in the evening.

2008

The 2008 Year Group, in conjunction
with their contemporaries from
Sherborne Girls met up at the

Fentiman Arms in South London in
September to celebrate their fifth
anniversary of leaving Sherborne. The room
was soon filled to capacity with all those
present being keen to catch up on the latest
news of each other. It is great to see a new
generation of OS who know how to party
properly!

1998

It was a pleasure to arrange a reunion for those who left Sherborne 15 years ago. Many
were meeting up again for the first time since leaving School and this in itself
necessitated a lot of eager talk about the happenings of the past years. One of the

most gratifying things about these events is to meet those who were hesitant about
attending but who then flourish as the evening progresses. A great evening!

2003

Ed Scott-Clarke (f) and Rumbi Moyo (SG) did a great job of co-ordinating a joint-
reunion of ten year leavers via the social network. This ensured a really good turnout
from both Schools at Dirty Martini  in Hanover Square on a beautiful June evening.

As ever, there was a blend of those who see each other on a regular basis and those who
have not seen each other for ten years, creating an evening of laughter and fun.

Quinquagesimal London

Quinquagesimal or ‘Q’ for short was founded by Sam Smart (a 45) back in 1996. All OS who left
Sherborne over 50 years ago have been invited back to Sherborne every other year to
celebrate. In 2013, Sam extended ‘Q’ to include a London event. So, on October 24th, the

inaugural London Quinquagesimal was held at Dulwich College. After reminiscence over coffee, some
40 OS sat down to listen to a fine talk by Dulwich archivist, Calista Lucy, on Edward Alleyn, his impact
on Elizabethan theatre  and his connection with Dulwich. An excellent lunch followed with amusing
speeches from both Colin Niven (Sherborne Staff 73-83) and former Dulwich Deputy Head, Terry Walsh.

Fifty Years On
1963 Leavers Dinner

Iloved my time at Sherborne. With the
wisdom of hindsight – and sixteen years
as a schoolmaster – I now know what a

privileged education I received. All of those
who assembled, with their spouses, to
celebrate fifty years on, had achieved much
in wealth creation and public service – so it
was fun to remind ourselves who we were at
School. We were sorry so few came back –
what an evening they missed. The
banqueting staff and the superb chef did us
proud. No echo there of beans on toast and
rice pudding! No tears either – but a ramble
down memory lane and a great deal of
delight and pleasure, laced with pride in the
past and confidence in the future of schola
nostra. Thank you, one and all.

rOBErT KEY (a 63)

1988

The 1988 year group met up in a
private room of The Only Running
Footman in Mayfair to celebrate their

25th anniversary of leaving Sherborne.
Originally scheduled to finish at 8.30pm, we
were still going strong at 11.00pm with much
reminiscing about Sherborne in the 1980s
and catching up with what had happened
since those days.

Rugby Reunion for Mike Davis and Phil Jones

Mike Davis and Phil Jones hold legendary status in the annals of Sherborne rugby having coached four
consecutive unbeaten XVs in the late 1970s. To celebrate Mike’s retirement from coaching, we invited
all members of those XVs back to Sherborne and the high percentage turnout was testament to the

esteem in which Mike and Phil are held. An excellent dinner in the OSR was followed by speeches culminating
in words from the two great men themselves. A very happy but emotional occasion – thanks especially to David
Dally (a 78) whose enthusiasm and hard work made it all possible. 



ENGAGEMENTS
• BISHOP, Ben Oliver (a 00) to Miss Laura Jane Paz Barrick.

• GODDARD, Marcus Timothy Richard (e 00) to
Miss Amanda Russell.

• GOSLING Robert Arthur Hudson (a 01) to
Miss Camilla Lofts (SG 02).

• LEAKEY, Arundell James (b 03) to 
Miss Annabel Kate Marsland. 

• SELFE, Edward Rupert Aylwin (c 04) to Miss Kirstie Heslop.

M A R R I A G E S
• BEATTIE, Alexander Edward (a 01) to Miss Chloe Corke

on 1 June 2013.

• BEATTIE, Henry James (a 02) to Miss Nicky Beal on 
5 October 2013.

• BRAMBLE, George Albert (h & g 01) to Miss Lizzie James
on 5 October 2013.

• COOPER, Diccon William Peter (e 98) to Miss Jenny
Rowan Wheeler (SG 99) on 6 September 2013.

• FILBEY, Christopher Hayward (f 01) to Miss Rhian Laura
Maxwell on 19 October 2013.

• HALL, Graeme Robert (c 97) to Miss Nikki Ghai on
1 September 2012.  

• LANE, Rupert Grenville Simon (b 01) to Miss Leah Judith
Matkin on 11 May 2013.

• MAY, George Thomas Welby (d 02) to Miss Anna
Greenwood on 5 October 2013.

• RUSH, Alexander Oliver (c 99) to Miss Gemma Hayward
on 28 August 2011.

• RUSSELL, Alexander John (b 04) to Dr Claire Paramore
on 15 June 2013. 

• SAUNDERS, Jonathan Brewer (d 00) to Miss Erin Sarantis
on 5 April 2013.

• TAYLOR, Edward Alexander (h 92) to Miss Eva Margareta
Kuehnen on 5 July 2013.

• TYSON, George Edward (b 02) to Miss Katherine Patch on
11 May 2013.

• WITHINGTON, Douglas David James (b 00) to
Miss Romily Must in June 2013.

BIRTHS
• To Kate and Alistair BUNKALL (d 00) a daughter,

Florence, in July 2013.

• To Zoe and Henry GRUNDY-WHEELER  (a 01) twins,
Frederick George and Beatrice Rose on 7 May 2013.

• To Nikki and Graeme HALL (c 97) a daughter, Phoebe
Maya, on 4 September 2013.

• To Kiriana and Linley LEWIS (c 01) a daughter, Ottilie, on
12 November 2012. 

• To Charlotte and Rob LOVELOCK (b 02) a son, Rupert
William Stanley, on 27 March 2012 and a daughter,
Beatrice Julia Anne on 12 June 2013.

• To Louise and David THOMAS (d 94) a daughter, Chloe
Mathilde, on 7 January 2013.

• To Jessica and Dominic THOMAS (m 99) a daughter,
Ottilie Rose, on 13 April 2013, a sister for Wilbur.

DEATHS
AiTKEN, Bruce ramsay Tweedie (a 45) 10 November 2013
AlEXANDEr, Aylmer Harvey (b 50) 8 August 2013
AuBErT, Nigel Saxton (b 63) 10 October 2013
BAlDWiN, Antony William Wells (d 51) 29 March 2013
BAXTEr, robert Donald (d 50) 8 May 2013
BlAcK, Alastair Kenneth lamond (c 46) 19 October 2013
BlAMEY, Matthew Hind (h 29) 9 January 2013
BOWEN, John Myles (h 46) 16 June 2013
BOWErMAN, Mark James (f 33) 24 September 2013
BrEAY, Oliver Nugent (a 58) 27 October 2012
BrOWN, James William Fuller (h 61) June 2013
BYGOTT, Anthony roger (h 42) 12 September 2013
BYrON, John (b 47) 24 May 2013
cAMErON, Alick (a 40) 17 June 2013
clArK, robert A (Governor 1972-1995) 8 January 2013
cONSTANT, Michael Brancovan (d 34) 16 November 2013
curWEN, christopher Keith (c 47) 18 December 2013
DOOrlY, John Wiltshire (f 43) July 2013
ElDriDGE, James charles Mackinnon (h 40) 15 November 2012
FAWKES, Peter Barney Antony Deakin (f 44) 29 November 2013
FAYlE, David campbell Flett (a 50) 21 December 2013
GASKEll, Anthony Melland (d 43) 7 August 2013
GErriSH, Michael Bertie (c 39) 27 April 2013
GiBBON, charles David (d 46) 11 June 2013
GilES, Patrick William (a 44) 29 August 2013
GOODEVE-DOcKEr, Philip George (g 00) 28 April 2013
GOODMAN, Jonathan Norman conway (h 58) 18 September 2013
HANBurY-TrAcY, Desmond Andrew John (g 46) 12 May 2013
HArriS, Patrick John Neil (h 44) 27 May 2013
HEAZEll, robert Patrick (d 54) 1 September 2013
HENFrEY, christopher charles Turner (f 56) 22 June 2013
HOlDErNESS, John Barry William (d 35) 25 December 2012
HOlDSWOrTH, richard Anthony (a 46) 5 October 2013
HOWlAND JAcKSON,  Anthony Geoffrey clive (d 59) 26 August 2013
iNcHBAlD, Michael John chantrey (g 38) 23 February 2013
JEE, Nigel (a 48) 3 October 2013
JENKiNS, Barnett Thomas John (c 45) 16 January 2013
lEWiS, Michael Warburton (a 49) 31 July 2012
lOWE, Edward Jonathan William (e 98) 11 May 2013
luSH, John Stuart William (c 47) 15 March 2013
MAcDONNEll, richard James randal (a 55) 16 May 2013
MAllAM, David Falcon (a 55) 7 July 2013
MclEOD, ian robert (a 53) 5 April 2013
MONrO, James lawrence (g 58) 29 August 2013
MOSElEY, John christopher Dale (f 47) 23 December 2012
O’BriEN, Derek William John (g 42) on 24 December 2013
OrANGE-BrOMEHEAD, Francis Martin (b 43) January 2013
PArSON, Graham charles (a 42) September 2012
PlOWDEN, Anthony ralph (d 44) 9 June 2013
PriNGlE, Steuart robert (f 46) 18 April 2013
PrOcTEr, John richard (f 39) 9 June 2013
rEA, David Wallis (g 56) 6 June 2013
rEYNOlDS, Francis lawrence Mark (b 50) 3 November 2013
riTcHiE, ian William (a 53) 4 July 2013
ruSSEll, David Edward charles (d 41) 12 March 2013
SAMlEr, Hadley rawson (a 47) 19 March 2013
ScHrOETEr, Jeremy Stowe (f 70) 13 July 2013
SEWEll, christopher de renzy (h 52) 26 October 2013
SMElT, Maurice Anthony casterton (b 43) April 2013
SOPWiTH, Francis (d 49) March 2013
STEEGE, Peter Berry (c 51) 31 October 2013
STEiNEr, Paul (d 83) on 31 December 2013
STEWArT, John roberton (d 42) 2 December 2013
STrEATEr, Jeffrey Osman, (h 60) 22 November 2013
TAYlOr, James Nigel Harcourt (a 77) 19 October 2013
TrElAWNY-rOSS, James Pollexfen Trelawny (g 44) 8 February 2013
VErE HODGE, Francis (c 35) 15 December 2013
WArE, John Francis (b 44) March 2013
WArrY, John lyndell  (f 62) July 2013
WATSON, Fergus William (a 49) 18 December 2013
WHATElY-SMiTH, John calkin (a 37) 27 April 2013
WilliAMS, David innes (h 37) 3 May 2013
WiNGATE, John Bruce (d 42) 27 December 2013



The clear highlight of the Club’s year
was its birthday celebration. At 90, the
Pilgrims are in good shape: thriving

membership, enthusiastic participation on
the field and all the same welcome
socialising off it.

The last of those was the abiding memory
of March 22nd, when the Club gathered at
the Royal Automobile Club in Pall Mall to
record the passing of 90 years of existence.
A strong turnout, particularly from the
younger generation, allowed for more than
140 members sitting down for dinner,
reminiscence and drinking. From the Forties
to the Noughties, the Club’s past and
present – and certainly plenty for the future
too – were all there.

It was particularly pleasing to see Sheila
Harding at the dinner. Her commitment to
the Club as scorer for the cricket team over
the past decade has been exceptional.
David Leakey, as Chairman, acknowledged
all the right people and ensured that the
speeches did not interfere too much with the
guiding principle of the evening, namely that
it was an opportunity to renew old
acquaintances and share memories of sport
and of Sherborne. Not to mention regaling
the RAC with a raucous rendition of the
Carmen (first verse only).

John Barclay, of Eton and Sussex, was the
guest speaker and held the floor in self-
deprecating and wryly amusing fashion. Ten
years from now, when the Club celebrates its
centenary, there will be greater hoop-la.
And, I hope, as many as possible of the 20
present this year who attended the inaugural
anniversary dinner in 1973.

On the fields, numbers of participants
were again strong. The work done both at
the School and by the various match
managers in keeping Pilgrims, and would-be
Pilgrims, in touch continues to bear fruit. The
cricketers had a poor showing this year in the
Cricketer Cup but there were some
memorable matches elsewhere during the
summer, including an enthralling victory over
Wellington and a dramatic encounter with
the Hampshire Hogs that resulted in a draw
when all results were possible until the last. 
Charlie Clifton has now got his feet under
the table with managing the cricket team
and welcomes all potential players. During
the annual Cricket Week in Sherborne, there
were nearly 20 Pilgrims in the town. Next
year the opening match of the Cricketer Cup
is on the Upper against Brighton on June
15th and if the Pilgrims are successful, all
games until the semi-final would be at home.

James Moubray’s hard work in piloting the
rugby side is coming to a close and while he
will retain a warming interest, the bulk of
administration has now passed to Jamie
Snudden and Tom Carr. The season kicked
off on August 25th with a successful tens
tournament and there are discussions about
having a James Harding Cup as an intra-
Club competition but nothing has been
finalised at this stage.

Transition has been a theme of other
sports as well. Jimmy McKillop, having done
an outstanding job of running the hockey for
a number of years, wishes to step aside
because of work commitments and anyone
interested in taking up the baton should
contact Ed Lyons. Nick Lamb now has Will
Pope to assist him in running the squash.  

One nice aside comes from the football
set-up, a burgeoning area of Pilgrims sport
with more fixtures being added by Christian
Maclaren. The Club is planning to make a
fixture with Huracan FC London, which was
founded by an OS, Henry May (d 07), and
which has become something of a charitable
powerhouse in its own way.  

There will be a Club supper in Sherborne
on March 22nd next year that will coincide
with planned football, hockey and squash
fixtures at the School. John Harden can be
contacted for further details of this social
event nearer the time.

A reminder once more in conclusion: you
do not have to be a Pilgrim to play for the
Club – if you are an OS, you will always be
welcome to participate, and the Club does
operate a system of subsidy for younger
members. Please get in touch with the Club’s
Hon Secretary, Ed Lyons, at
edlyons@lyonslaw.co.uk. The Club’s future
rests in the hands of those who have recently
left – whether high or moderate sporting
achiever at the School, the door is open. 

rOBErT HANDS

GOLF

An excellent start to the year was
made by going a stage further than
2012 and winning the Brent Knoll

Bowl at Burnham and Berrow in March. We
beat Erratics, Navy, Leatherjackets and the
RAF to win the Bowl for the third time -
previous wins being in 1984 and 2003. Nigel
Whalley and Jos Pralle had the distinction of
winning all their four matches, while Nick
Aubin and Gordon Curtis won three.

In the Halford Hewitt we had a very tight
match against Harrow, with the proven pair
of Rhys Francis and Clive Martin getting the

key point at the 21st. However, the good
morning form was missing in the afternoon
when we lost to Loretto, failing to deliver
under pressure.

In the G L Mellin we lost to Cranleigh in
the first round of the Salver, but did better in
the Plate beating Aldenham and Haileybury
before losing to Bedford in the final. 

After the 2012 disappointment of not
qualifying for the matchplay stages of the
Grafton Morrish, we put that right this year.
Here we beat KCS Wimbledon and Oundle,
but then lost to our old rivals Merchant
Taylor’s, who went on to win the tournament.

The winners of the major prizes at the
three meetings were:  Sherborne – Nick
Aubin, Michael Pope and Patrick Macintosh;
The Berkshire – Ed Kelly, Jonathan Godfrey,
Mike Prager, James May, Hugo Ambrose and
John Irving; Rye – Andrew Rose, Orme
Webster-Smith, Gavin Webb-Wilson,
Jonathan Wheatley and Iain Webb-Wilson.

There were 21 matches played; winning
six, losing 12 and halving three. We did not
do well in the matches against clubs;
although beating Saunton for the first time
since 2006, the other nine matches resulted
in seven losses and two halves. Local
knowledge does seem to help! A total of 103
members played for the Society during the
year, of which 11 played for the first time.

We welcomed a record number of 34 new
members during the year: seven were
already OS; and 27 left in June 2013. This
reflects on the work put in by Patrick Francis
as the master running golf at the School, and
also the support of John Irving (due to
become Captain of the Society in June
2014), and his son, Robin, who has been
encouraging golfers at the School as well as
younger OS. He has started a page on
Facebook which is creating a lot of interest.

The Society is very keen to attract new
members to join and play. Golf is not the
cheapest of sports: however, junior members
do not have to pay any annual subscription
until they are 27; and there are generous
subsidies to help with the costs of playing at
the various clubs; the tiers of subsidy are for
the under 27s, and from 27 to 32.

If any reader wants more information
about the Society, do please contact me:
howard.gill@forsters.co.uk – 07788 628678
(M). There is also the website (www.osgs.org)
which is in the process of being re-designed.  

HOWArD Gill (f 81)

PILGRIMS

O S  S P O R T



The year started, as usual, with an
excellent few pints and lunch at the
Goat in Battersea. This event, well

organised by Andy Morley-Smith, sees a
high proportion of young OS which adds
to the New Year’s merriment!

As an innovation we had a whisky
tasting in March at The Whisky Shop,
Piccadilly. We were well entertained and
educated and fell out into a freezing March
evening with an inner layer of heating.

The first sailing event of the year was
the Annual General Meeting at Gin’s Farm
followed by a dinner. I say the first sailing
event because both the Commodore’s and
the President’s yachts were in attendance.
There was a good turnout and a very
enjoyable time was had by all.

Unfortunately due to a variety of factors,
the big boat programme was curtailed.
Peter Innes-Ker was in the Baltic; the
Commodore’s Harrac and Nick Ware’s
Chindit were unavailable to the OSSS for
most of the summer and the scheduled trip
to La Rochelle was cancelled due to marina
repairs. The matches against the School

took place on Sutton Bingham and the OS
beat the School 2-1.

The Andrew Yorke weekend was
cancelled due to illness at Sherborne.  The
Arrow Trophy took place in rather mixed
conditions over the week-end of 12/13
October. The wind was patchy on the
Saturday and the team managed 11th
place out of 22. On the Sunday things went
better and the story is taken up by Andy
Morley-Smith, “Results were much better
on the Sunday (unlike the weather!) and we
bagged a 5th and a 7th; still at our best
downwind though much better on the
beats as well. Frankly, we were showing the
fleet how to fly the kite on a stretch of
blustery close reach. Sadly the Committee
banned kites in the final race as some other
crews were looking rather less competent!
Altogether very good fun!” 

We hope for more OS participatory
sailing in 2014. We are always looking for
new members and would like to have more
members with boats; OS and current
parents would be most welcome.

ANGuS cATEr (c 70) cOMMODOrE

OLD SHIRBURNIAN SAILING

Alumni Race – Thames Hare and Hounds

After 20 years of entering teams, Sherborne won the elite Henry VIIIth Trophy for the
first time in mid-December. The Pilgrims side achieved third place (Ed Knudsen
g 06), seventh (Ed Pitt Ford Captain m 08), 11th (Theo Irvine e 12) and 13th (Lloyd

Collier d 89) to achieve the lowest points tally of 34 for the first four runners home, well-
clear of second placed Winchester (55 points). 

They were supported from other terrific personal performances by a numerically record
field of 19 OS runners. For full details visit Sherborne Pilgrims Website
http://www.sherbornepilgrims.co.uk/cross-country.html

OLD SHIRBURNIAN CROSS COUNTRY

Vivat Shirburnia
OS Day on Saturday 17 May will see the launch

of Vivat Shirburnia,
the book by Patrick Francis about Sherborne
School and the First World War. It will be just
over 400 pages in total, with at least 150
photographs, including many taken 

specially by David Ridgway. 

Further details about the book can be found in
the brochure which accompanies this issue of
the OS Record. Do please support this venture, 

as all net proceeds will be going to 
the Sherborne Foundation.

The pre-publication price is £27.50 but this offer
ends on February 28th, so do complete your order

forms (or phone School Reception) 
without delay!

The activities of sailors and the 2014 programme can be seen on Facebook or contact 

Angus.cater@gmail.com for more information
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1940s

EDWARD JEWELL-TAIT (a 44) After 45
years working in property in Western
Australia, Edward retired from full-time work
at the age of 74.  He continues his love of
growing things and has become an Iris
enthusiast, and is now President of the West
Australian Iris Society. 

JOHN COLEMAN (d 46) After living in
Monaco for 23 years John has now moved
back to the UK and is living in a retirement
village in Hampshire.

CHARLES CAREY (b 47) Charles reports
that he is still in good health and has spent
an idyllic summer in his house in the
Charente.  He reflects that it is 70 years since
he first disembarked at Sherborne having
travelled with Fred Lindsay, then HM of
Sherborne Prep.

GUY GERVIS (d 49) Guy’s love of art was
reawakened during visits with his second
wife Marga to his aunt Ruth Gervis, who in
the 1970s ran the Art School at Sherborne.
Following the closure of his one-man
architectural practice in 1993, he and Marga
moved to their house in Autun, Burgundy.
Guy was now free to paint and has often
exhibited his work all over France. For more
information about Guy’s work, visit his
website www.gervis.com

1950s

BRIAN BARDER (a 52) I have been
persuaded, at the ripe old age of 79, to write
a book – my first (and last).   Its title and
subject are What Diplomats Do and it’s to
be published next spring in the US and in
the UK by the American publishers Rowman
& Littlefield.  It is not yet another volume of
diplomatic memoirs. It tries to describe what
it says on the tin. 

I’m also looking forward to seeing next
month for the first time for many decades
my old schoolmate (Dr) JOHN COLES
(a 51), coming back from South Africa to
celebrate his 80th birthday – just a few
months before mine.

JOHN BEST (a 53) One legacy from my time
at Sherborne was the love of music-making
fostered by Messrs Ferry and Ullman.  Since
then I have sung with many groups,
including 16 years with Bournemouth
Symphony Chorus performing in major
concert halls at home and abroad.  Sadly my
eyes have let me down, but I can still
manage some oratorios from memory.

ALLAN CAMPBELL-SMITH (h 56) Once
again I found myself a member of the
Scottish VIII shooting for the Elcho Shield at
Bisley last July.  This was an unprecedented
fourth successive victory for the Scots - and
the 50th anniversary of my first modest
contribution to a winning Scots’ score.  More
significantly, this was the 150th anniversary
of the first Elcho Match. Amongst previous
competitors gathered for the anniversary
celebrations was JEREMY PETER-HOBLYN
(g 57). 

ANDREW GARROD (b 56)
Andrew is Professor Emeritus
of Education at Dartmouth
College in New Hampshire.
He has recently turned his attention to
Rwanda. In Kigali, this summer, with a team

from his non-profit organization, Youth
Bridge. Global, he directed a trilingual
production (Kinyarwanda, French, and
Shakespeare’s iambic verse) with high
school and college students of Romeo and
Juliet.

BRIAN HAYWOOD (g 56) I finally retired in
2011 after working in the Australian
Electricity Supply Industry for 45 years. Our
family plays a strong part in our lives. A
daughter, two sons and five grandchildren
live in Sydney and a second daughter with
four grandchildren live in New Zealand. 

The photo shows another member of our
family ‘Annie’, a 1932 Austin 7 box saloon
which I restored in 2007. A second Austin 7,
‘Alix’ a 1925 tourer, is in process of
restoration. 

This year we travelled to Alaska for a
Heritage Cruise on a small ship down the
Inside Passage followed by a crossing of the
Rocky Mountains on the Rocky Mountaineer
train to meet up with family members and
friends in Toronto. 

1960s

ANDREW HOLMES (f 61) Andrew who
worked as General Manager for Taylor
Woodrow International Ltd in Ghana before
retiring a few years back was awarded an
OBE for services to Africa in 2007. 

O l D  S H i r      
N E
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HUGH BLACK-HAWKINS (d 63) I have
retired  after 38 years of teaching in
comprehensive schools and live in
Cambridge where my wife is a lecturer.
Much of my free time is spent chairing the T
S Eliot Society and  I go frequently to the
opera with JOHN DARLINGTON (d 63).

KEITH HARDING
(f 63) I have now
retired after 33
years of teaching
English in Minorca.
However, I still give
some conversation
classes as well as
spending too much

time on Facebook! My daughter Erika is
working in the costume jewellery world.
Sadly, my wife Marita died last year. 

DAVID STURDEE (a 63) Recently fully
retired from being a consultant
gynaecologist and also from being
president of the International Menopause
Society, which is usually a good
conversation stopper. However, several of
us did have some wonderful reminiscent
conversations at the 50 year reunion, but
pity so few attended such a lovely event.
Dining in the Old School House dining
room was very nostalgic. 

ANTONY EDWARDS-STUART (a & m 64) Is
now the High Court Judge in charge of the
Technology and Construction Courts. 

PHILIP GEDDES (d 65) was appointed the
UK Member of the Management Board of
the European Union Fundamental Rights
Agency  in December 2012 for a five year
term. 

GRAEME STILL (d 65)
Now enjoying retirement
from full time career work,
Graeme is a part time
native English teacher at
the Po Leung Kuk charity
organisation in Hong
Kong.   Graeme also does
voluntary work at the
Canadian International School.  Recently he
successfully auditioned for a Cantonese
speaking part in a movie which will be shot
in HK later this year. He is about to
celebrate his 40th year in Hong Kong! 

TED SCOTT (m 66) I attended Sherborne
as an English-Speaking Union Scholar. I
am indebted to the late TERRY ALLPORT
(a & m 65) and his family, and to Peter
Currie, housemaster of The Digby, for their
great kindness to me, and I would like
belatedly to thank them.

I graduated from Harvard in 1970 and,
having had a career as a teacher and
independent school administrator, have
worked for over 20 years for an educational
non-profit organisation called Facing
History and Ourselves.

LINDSAY BASHFORD (c 68) I have recently
been appointed to a personal chair in
Applied Medical Sciences at Keele
University. I have been Director of
Academic Undergraduate Studies at
Keele’s School of Medicine since it started
in 2002.

KEVIN DESMOND (g 68) Kevin has just
published his first e-book, A Lethal
Challenge, which is available to download
from Amazon.

1970s

ANGUS CATER (c 70) In
November I spent two
extraordinary weeks in
Vietnam cycling an
average of 40 miles a
day but the longest day
was 62 miles as we
travelled from Saigon
(Ho Chi Minh) to Hanoi.
Vietnam is a most
beautiful country and
the people smiley, fun
and kind. We had a
superb guide in Lam who took us to parts
that most tourists never reach.  Go before
the tourist masses descend on it and prices
climb from their very low levels (£8 for
dinner for two including beer). 

DAVID GORDON (m 74) David has spent
much of 2013 re-editing his father’s First
World War memoir, The Unreturning Army,
which is to be published by Random House
in a new and much expanded edition in
November. In the process he fortuitously
linked up with fellow Digby-ite and WW1
researcher, DAVID CRAIGEN (m 73). 

ANTHONY RICH (c 75)
In October 2012 I was
appointed a District
Judge by HM the
Queen. I have since
been deployed to
Surrey, sitting at Staines
and Guildford.

Sadly this meant that I had, after about 20-
25 years’ service in each role, to resign from
my voluntary posts as Hon Legal Adviser to
the British Mountaineering Council, to
Mountain Rescue England & Wales and to
The British Cave Rescue Council but  I
remain an operational member of the M I S S I N G  L I S T

THE LIST OF MISSING OS IS PUBLISHED ON THE WEBSITE. HARD COPY IS AVAILABLE
FROM THE OSS OFFICE ON REQUEST. IF YOU KNOW THE WHEREABOUTS OF ANY OF
THESE OS, PLEASE LET US HAVE THEIR CURRENT CONTACT INFORMATION.
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Midlands Cave Rescue Organisation and
continue as the Secretary of the Legal Group
of the UIAA, the international federation of
mountaineering and climbing associations. 

At the AGM in May Bill Whitehouse, the
Chair of the British Cave Rescue Council,
presented me with the Council’s
Distinguished Service Award. I am the one
without a beard! 

CHARLES DIEHL
(c 76) My eldest son
Tom is now starting
his U6th year
at School House,
having transferred
to Sherborne last
year from his school
in Paris. He is doing
well and has made
a very good
transition to the

English Public School system – quite a
change from the Paris lycée! He is playing
for the tennis and golf teams.

This has enabled me to meet up with old
friends still in or around the school like Peter
Currie, Mike Cleaver, Patrick Francis and
Alistair Morgan (who is teaching Tom Maths
A level). Having now lived in Paris for 30
years, going back to Sherborne I was struck
by the wonderful timelessness of this
centuries old school, even if the place has
evolved significantly since the seventies!

If my second son Jack (aged 3) follows the
same track, he will  start at Sherborne in
2025, so I hopefully have many more years
left of contact with the alma mater! 

I continue to be busy with the private equity
fund that I manage together with my brother
MICHAEL (m 84), as well as being a Visiting
Professor at the INSEAD business school. 

ANDREW (f 76) and IAN (f 79) TRESIDDER
see brother ALISTAIR’S (f 83) entry.

1980s

GUY HUDSON (m
80) Guy Hudson
has been enjoying
a middle aged
gap year from
asset and wealth
management. In
June 2013, and
with the generous
support of many
members of the

Sherborne community, he raised the largest
sum (nearly £7,000) of all participants in the
Blind Veterans UK annual London-Brighton
walk. He completed the 100km from Fulham

to the Blind Veterans centre in Ovingdean in
27 hours, 14 minutes and 4 seconds. 

JONATHAN LANE (f 80) Jonathan
continues to work in quality management,
travelling frequently from a base in Zurich.
His two boys are now studying, and his
daughter can warmly recommend
Sherborne International School, after many
summers there. In his spare time he
supports his wife and their Australian
sheepdog at competitions.

HUGH BONNEVILLE (d 81) Hugh is to star
in the upcoming film of the children’s classic
book Paddington Bear. The movie called
Paddington and due for release in
November 2014 sees Hugh play Henry
Brown, the father of the family who find the
much loved bear at the eponymous station.  

ED RUSSELL-SMITH (b 81) I work as a GP in
Central Scotland and I have just been
elected to Fellowship of the Royal College
of General Practitioners. Like so many
middle aged blokes, I have taken to wearing
lycra and riding carbon in the form of
bicycling Sportives.  My three sons are doing
me proud.

MALCOLM MACADAM (m 83) In mid-2013
I was pleased to add to my workload the
position of Director of TVR Automotive Ltd
as well as being one of the investors that has
brought the well-known TVR marque back to
the UK.

ALISTAIR TRESIDDER (f 83) Rev Alistair, of
St Luke’s, West Hampstead, married the
eldest daughters of IAN (f 79) in July and
ANDREW (f 76) in August - keeping it in the
family! As they have 12 children between
them, the events were definitely gatherings
of the clans! Ian is a GP in Torquay, whilst
Andrew, also a doctor, is in Somerset. 

JEFFREY LEE (c 84) As an award-winning
broadcast journalist, he has reported and
produced TV news and current affairs in
more than 30 countries. His last role was as
Foreign Editor of Channel Four News.
Jeffrey is now Managing Director of Tam
Tam Media, which distributes leading-edge
technology.

He has also written two novels, Dog Days
and Butterfly Man, both published by
Random House.

ANGUS SCOTT-BROWN
(a 84) Having held senior
positions at some of
the leading companies,
including Rutley Capital
Partners, the fund
management arm of
Knight Frank, Angus took
the helm of IO last year. IO
was set up in 1987 as Industrial Ownership
and pioneered the highly-profitable
management of small-unit industrial estates.  

CHARLIE ASHMORE (a 85) Currently a
Partner at Greenwoods Solicitors,  I  moved
with wife, Tanja and my two daughters from

city to village life in
Northamptonshire
( F a r t h i n g s t o n e )
three years ago.  I
still follow Arsenal
and listen to heavy
metal, as well
as enjoying village

cricket and hacking round some of the finest
golf courses in the country. 

CHARLIE JACOBY (f 85) Charlie set up
and runs one of the UK’s biggest You
Tube channels, Fieldsports Channel,
www.youtube.com/fieldsportschannel,
dedicated to the best hunting, shooting and
fishing the world has to offer.

ALIREZA VASSIGH (f 86) I am currently
working for UNAIDS, the Joint United
Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, as a
Strategic Information Advisor. I am married,
to Azine, and we have a son, Cameron, who
is 11 years old, and we live in Tehran.

RUPERT JONES (g 87) Brigadier Rupert
Jones, whose father was Colonel H Jones
VC, took charge in the Summer (2013) of a
shrinking contingent of British troops that is
focused on supporting the Afghan police
and army rather than leading them into
battle. ( See photo with TOM FINEMAN (b
05) taken in Afghanistan).

CHARLIE CLARKE (e 89) After four years
living in Vietnam and Thailand, I moved back
with my family to the UK last summer to live
in Brighton.  I am now embarking on a new
business venture focused on converting
food and agricultural wastes into high
quality organic fertilizers.

DAVID JONES (f 89) I was a music scholar at
Abbeylands from 1984-89. Although I ended
up pursuing a career in medicine I have
continued playing music for pleasure. In
early September I passed the Diploma of
the Associated Board of the Royal Schools
of Music (DipABRSM) in Piano Performance,
gaining a distinction. 
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1990s

WILLIAM PAUL (c 91) Currently residing in
Madrid, married to Hannah with a three year
old daughter called Sofía, I am a  Partner at
European Private Equity firm Bridgepoint
and a board director of Spanish-based
Dorna Sports, rights holder and promoter of
the MotoGP and World Superbikes world
motorcycle racing championships.

DAVID CAESAR (m 92) Living in Edinburgh
with my wife and two daughters, I am a
Consultant in Emergency Medicine in the
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh.  I’ve been the
Training Programme Director for Emergency
Medicine in South East Scotland, and am
now Clinical Director for Emergency
Medicine for the Royal Infirmary of
Edinburgh and St John’s Hospital
Livingston. 

COLIN KEATINGE (h 92) I continue to live in
Singapore and work for Bloomberg News.

CHRIS CARLIER (d 93) Chris is currently a
Housemaster at Bradfield College (Reading)
and has recently been appointed to the
Senior Leadership Team.   It’s back to the
books as well this year, as Chris studies for
an MEd in Educational Leadership.

FARROKH PAKZAD (h 93) Married to
Mahreen with three sons, I was appointed as
a consultant Oncoplastic Breast and
Melanoma Surgeon at Royal Surrey County
Hospital in April 2013.

JONTY BUTLER (d 94) Married to Emma
with two children, I am currently a
Housemaster at Cheam School, Newbury.
Moving to be Deputy Head at St Francis
Prep, Pewsey in Jan 2014.

ED DRUMMOND (a 94) Ed was appointed a
partner of offshore law firm Bedell Cristin on
1 September 2013.

DAVID THOMAS (d 94) I continue to work
for Barclays as a Private Banker in Geneva
and live across the border in France with
wife Louise and daughter, Chloe Mathilde.

DAVID FILTNESS (f 96) In May of this year I
was selected for promotion to Commander
Royal Navy and have taken command of the
Trafalgar Class hunter killer submarine HMS
Triumph.

DAVID BEDNALL (a 97)
David has recently been
appointed University
Organist of the University of
Bristol, and a CD of his

large-scale Christmas Cantata Welcome All
Wonders has been released by Signum and
published by Faber.  www.davidbednall.com  

GRAEME HALL (c 97) After living in New
York for three years, I am now living in
Amsterdam, working as Creative Director at
180 Amsterdam, an advertising agency,
running the PlayStation and Qatar Airways
accounts. Married to Nikki, we had a baby
girl, Phoebe Maya on September 4th 2013!
All my info is here: www.graeme-hall.com

CHRISTOPER COOK (a 98) I have been
living and working in Cape Town for the last
three years, for a company called Damco
which is a third party logistics provider and
part of the A P Moller Maersk Group.

ED HABERSHON (c 98) I’ve been married to
Candice (South African) for three years. Our
son Sam (Australian) turns two next week
and our second is due in early November
(Australian-to-be, gender unknown!) All very
confusing when it comes to the rugby...

I am the foreign news editor at Channel
Nine, one of the commercial TV networks
here. Last year I travelled with the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge around Asia and the
Pacific Islands - the picture attached was
taken in the Solomon Islands (I’m in the
middle; the other guys are the cameraman
and reporter). 

2000s

BEN BISHOP (a 00) works in Learning and
Development at BP.

ALISTAIR BUNKALL (d 00) Married to Kate
with a baby daughter Florence, I am now
Defence Correspondent for Sky News and
have reported from Afghanistan (where I
spent some time with Brigadier RUPERT
JONES (g 87) (see page 36). I’ve also
reported on the Syrian crisis, the terrorist
attack on the Nairobi shopping centre and
the MoD restructuring of the Armed Forces
and was the last-ever journalist to go to
Nad-e Ali in Helmand Province, an area of
Afghanistan that has been particularly
violent over the past few years. 

KAZUYA FURUSATO (m 00) is a commodity
trader at Mitsui Sumittomo Bank, Japan.

SOTAS JAROENCHAIYAPONGS (m 00)
Has just set up a corporate training
company, specialising in finance, marketing,
operations and strategy. Along with several
other boys who were at Sherborne in the
late 90s, Sotas has set up the “Thai
Shirburnian Club” and last year they were
delighted to entertain DAVE WELLER (b 00)
and KAZUYA FURUSATO (m 00) when they
visited Thailand.  Sotas reports that his Thai
contemporaries at Sherborne are doing
well.  SASIN PRINGPONG (b 00) is working
at the Finance Ministry and TIN
JITTRAPIROM (b 00) is running his family’s
antique business.  The Thai Shirburnian Club
would love to hear from any OS or current
pupils who are planning to visit Thailand. 

SEAN PEARSON (b 00)
Having been a Lloyd’s
Underwriter, writing world-
wide Engineering and
Construction including some

flagship projects in London such as the
Shard of Glass, Pinnacle Tower, and Heron
Tower etc., I took up a position in the Middle
East, where I now head up the Construction
division for Liberty Specialty Markets. Living
in Dubai with my girlfriend of three years, I’m
a very keen cyclist and race each week in the
Federation (when the weather allows!). I’m
part of a fully funded team with sponsorship
from global brands and we compete against
the local GCC professional cyclists
throughout the wider Middle East region.  

WILL RIDGEON (g 00) I work as
a Producer and Director for the
BBC’s Natural History Unit. Last
year I produced and directed
the series The Dark: Nature’s
Night Time World which took a
team of scientists to the
remotest parts of the world, to
explore the world of nocturnal
animals. While living in an
unexplored cave 1,000 metres
up a Tepuy (mountain) in
Venezuela, we found and filmed
a number of undiscovered
animal species, new to science.
This was aired on BBC 2 and
Discovery and nominated for an
RTS award.
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ALEXANDER BEATTIE (a 01) I got married
this year on June 1st to a lady called Chloe
Corke. 

My brother HARRY BEATTIE (a 02) also got
married a few months later on 5th October
to Nicky Beal. GEORGE BEATTIE (a 07)
(youngest brother) is biding his time.  

GEORGE BRAMBLE (h & g 01) married
Lizzie James on the 5th October. 

CHRISTOPHER CHOW (m 01) I’m a
freelance film editor and two feature films
which I edited, May I Kill U? and The Sky In
Bloom were released in the past year. I’m
currently working on my third feature film
M.L.E. to be released in 2014.

CHARLIE COX (c 01)
starred in the BBC2
spy drama Legend. 

CHARLIE GAMMELL (d 01) I’m currently
writing a book about the history of the
Afghan city of Herat, where I used to live
when I worked as a Persian interpreter for
the Red Cross from 2009 to 2010. From
2011-12 I was at Pembroke, Cambridge,
where I studied for an MPhil in Middle
Eastern and Islamic Studies. From March
2012 to July 2013 I was in Khost and
Jalalabad, Afghanistan, working as a Pashto
and Dari interpreter and running an office of
26 staff for the Red Cross. I’m now back in
England, although travelling back and forth
to Iran and Afghanistan for research for the
book. I imagine I’ll head back to Cambridge
in autumn of next year to turn the book into
a PhD and to do some teaching. The book
will be published in 2015 by Hurst & Co. 

HENRY GRUNDY-WHEELER (a  01) Living
with my wife and our twins, Frederick
George and Beatrice Rose,  I remain a GP in
the Army working on the South coast and
was promoted to Major last year.

JAMES KIERSTEAD (f 01) Having finished
my PhD in Classics at Stanford University in
California I am now a Lecturer in Classics at
Victoria University in Wellington,  New
Zealand.

LINLEY LEWIS (c 01) Linley and his wife
Kiriana had a daughter, Ottilie, on 12
November 2012.  Linley continues to run
www.tickettoridegroup.com with fellow Old
Shirburnian WILL HAYLER (c 01).

JAMES MCKILLOP (m 01) I’m living in
London and working in the Knight Frank
country department covering Dorset,
Somerset and Wiltshire, working very closely

with our Sherborne office. I still run the
Pilgrims hockey and am also on the OSS
Exec committee and love being able to re-
visit Sherborne on a regular basis. 

HUW PORAJ-WILCZYNSKI (g 01) See
EDWARD SCOTT-CLARKE (f 03).

TOM WALSH (d 01) I
currently work as the
East Africa bureau
chief for a new
international news
broadcaster called
Arise News. I’ve been
living in Nairobi,
Kenya, for a year now
and love it. Prior to that I lived in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia for a year working as the
country correspondent for Chinese
Television CCTV. 

HARRY BEATTIE (a 02) I have recently
opened my own business, a shop called
Opumo, specialising in men’s designer
accessories www.opumo.com.

BENJIE DUDGEON (c 02) I have become a
contributing ESL teacher to engvid.com,
one of the foremost sites for people to learn
English on the web.

CHARLIE HOARE (b 02) After four great
years working in businesses across Asia
(including the hugely successful pioneer of
low-cost travel, Air Asia), Charlie is heading
back to the UK...by bike!  You can follow
Charlie’s progress on his blog
www.backtoblighty.com. Charlie would
welcome any ideas for business
opportunities on his return, whether a new
venture or a thriving established one -
do get in touch. 

ROBERT LOVELOCK (b 02) Rob lives in
Paignton with his wife, Charlotte, son Rupert
and daughter, Beatrice. Rob has moved jobs
from Flybe, where he had worked for six year
to Velti, based in Newton Abbot. 

GEORGE MAY (d 02) I am still working as a
solicitor at Ashurst in London specialising
in renewables, energy and project finance.  

GEORGE TYSON (d 02) George returned
from Afghanistan in Oct 2012 as a Squadron
Second-in-Command, the King’s Royal
Hussars.  Having spent two months over the
summer on exercise in Canada, George
commenced a new job at the Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst, in December 2013.

JAMES BULLEY (f 03) is an artist and
composer currently completing his PhD at
Goldsmiths, University of London. 

HENRY LAMB (c 03) I left a
teaching job at Fulham Prep
School in January 2013 to run
Henry Lamb Tennis full time.
We work with ten schools in
London providing term-time
programmes and after school
clubs. We also run holiday

tennis camps for 5 to 15 year olds and over
200 children attended our summer camps.
We are looking to a French and Tennis
residential camp to Provence in 2014 for
10-16 year olds. www.henrylamb.co.uk

CHARLIE QUICK (c 03) I have been living in
Hong Kong and Singapore for the last three
and a half years working for a company
called SSY,  trading iron ore derivatives. I
moved back to London three months ago
and have just accepted a job with another
competitor,  giving me six months paid
leave to do a round the world trip (hence I
am writing to you from Australia). I have also
just done the HSBC triathlon and completed
my second white collar boxing match this
year and am currently living in Notting Hill. 

EDWARD SCOTT-CLARKE (f 03) Following
the success of my previous documentary
Plastic Shores, which I did a BSR talk on back
in 2012, I received funding for a new
documentary on eWaste. Tentatively called
e-Life, it will be narrated by the American
actor Chris Judge and co-produced by
fellow old Shirburnian, HUW PORAJ-
WILCZYNSKI (g 01). The film is due to be
completed mid-2014. 

LAURENCE TOOTH (f 03) Laurence
graduated from Chicago-Kent College of
Law in May and was admitted to the Illinois
bar in October. 

NICHOLAS FRANCIS (c 04) I’m still living in
Newcastle and I’m now a qualified doctor,
via a psychology degree! So after almost a
decade of tertiary education I finally enter 
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the world of work, with mixed feelings! I’m
planning to stay in the north east to continue
my training. I’m rotating through elderly
medicine, surgery and acute medicine at the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital Gateshead, and
hoping to pursue a career in anaesthetics
and intensive care. Efforts to keep a low
profile following my father’s publication of
the Francis Enquiry into the failings at Mid-
Staffordshire Hospital have failed, and most
staff at Gateshead are convinced I’ve been
planted as a Department of Health spy!

HENRY MAY (d 04) I have been living in
Colombia training teachers and teaching
Geography and History in a private school in
Bogota. I returned to the UK for a few
months and am setting up a global football
foundation called The Huracan Foundation
(www.huracanfc.co.uk) as well as a social
enterprise called co:school that will link
Primary and Secondary Schools together
through peer-led sports projects. Interested
to hear from any OS working in
football/sport development/charity in UK
and abroad. 

EDWARD SELFE (c 04) I am still working in
Zambia’s South Luangwa Valley, but moving
on from my current job at a safari camp to
work as a freelance private guide.

TOM FINEMAN (b 05), Counter Improvised
Explosive Device Advisor attached to 2 Royal
Tank Regiment  currently serving in Helmand
Province, Afghanistan where he met
BRIGADIER RUPERT JONES MBE (g 87).

GORDON CURTIS (f 06) Gordon
gained a First Class BMus (Hons)
and MMus with Distinction in
Performance from Trinity College
of Music. As a soloist and chamber musician
he has performed in Japan, Spain, Austria
and Slovenia, where he was critically
acclaimed. He has recently performed with
world renowned clarinettist, Martin Fröst, in
a public master class in the Purcell Room. In
addition he has been appointed the clarinet
tutor at Westbourne House School and has

established a successful business that
provides live  music  for  events.
www.livemusic4events.com

JAMES GILLMAN-WELLS (f 06) I have just
qualified as a Veterinary Surgeon from the
Royal Veterinary College. While at university,
I was awarded a Full Purple in Men’s
Lacrosse for the University of London. I have
just reached Club Pilot level in Paragliding
with Flight Culture, based out of Sherborne.

GEORGE GOSLING (a 06) George is now in
his penultimate year of Medical School at
University College Cork and hopes to
specialise in either Neonatology or
Emergency Medicine.

GASHIRAI MBIZVO (g 06) I finished at
Sherborne in 2006 and migrated up north to
Liverpool to study Medicine, which I enjoyed
very much despite my dyed bleached blond
hair and eyebrow piercing as a freshman
(don’t remind me! I think these started at the
leavers’ ball actually). Anyway, I digress. In
2012 I graduated with First Class Honours
from my Medical Degree, and I also
received First Class Honours for my
intercalated Master of Research Degree. 

I now work as a doctor in Liverpool and am
finding it ever as tough and rewarding as I
expected it would be all those years back
while  studying  for my A-Levels in my little
room in Lyon House.  I would advise any of
the boys who are thinking but also fearful
about the idea of doing medicine to put
away their reservations and just go for it. It is
a mountain that is climbable and worth it in
the end; and these days it doesn’t
actually  interrupt  your lifestyle in the way
people traditionally say it does. I still get
time to play rugby and play the drums much
as I did at Sherborne, and I am still in close
contact with many of the old boys, who now
largely consider me a northerner.

GEORGE MURRAY (c 06) In the summer of
2011, George, GUY CORLETT (c 06), and
RICHARD MAWDSLEY (c 06) cycled 1600km
from Shaftesbury to Monte Carlo raising
over £2,500 for the Charlie Sumption
Memorial Fund. The same team are
planning on cycling from London to Paris in
24 hours in 2014.

JOHN JOE REGAN (c 06) John Joe is a
journalist working for Al Jazeera English at
its headquarters in Qatar. Before moving, he

worked at Sky News in London and on the
RTS nominated BBC documentary Secret
Iraq.  

TOM BADHAM-THORNHILL (f 07) I am
making a film: Road Through Kurdistan. It
follows a walk along the historic Hamilton
Road dressed in traditional Kurdish clothing.
You can see a trailer for the film at
www.roadthroughkurdistan.com . We are
always looking for anyone who is interested
in film production and distribution who
might be able to give us some advice/help
to put the finished film onto television.
roadthroughkurdistan@gmail.com

I am returning to Iraq in  early November
2013 and will be living and working there for
about one year, working for the Barzani
Charity Foundation. I will be working on
projects involving Syrian refugees who have
fled to camps in the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq. 

HENRY BOND (g 07) Having graduated
from Cardiff in Business Management and
Logistics in 2011, I am now living and
working in London as the Public Relations
Manager for Funky Buddha Nightclub
(Mayfair). 

JAMES ERSKINE (c 07) I moved to
Singapore in September 2012 to start my
company’s Asia business. I work for Citywire,
a financial media company that rates fund
managers.

HUMPHREY GIBBS (m 07) Since leaving
Bristol last summer, I have been working in
the film industry. I spent ten months at
Working Title Films while they made Les
Miserables, The World’s End, About Time
and the forthcoming Two Faces of January.
After leaving in May, I went to Heyday Films
(Harry Potter) and they asked me if I’d like to
work on their Paddington Bear movie. It was
a difficult offer to refuse - especially with co-
alumnus HUGH BONNEVILLE (d 81) as the
film’s leading man - and I’ve been 
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production running since July, so doing
everything from shopping, setting up and
helping actors, to even having a cameo role
myself. We’ve filmed at various incredible
locations and the cast includes Nicole
Kidman, Jim Broadbent and Julie Walters so
it should be really fun. Working on a
production through prep and shooting has
been a great, if often brutal, learning curve.
I’ve learned that the industry is anything but
glamorous until one steps onto the red
carpet, but that said I’m looking forward to
moving into another movie after we wrap in
December.  

ROBERT MASTERSON
(g 07) I have been living in
Sydney for the past year
working as a Studio
Manager in the glamorous
world of advertising, whilst
also managing my freelance
design work.  

LOUIS NUNES DA COSTA (g 08) In July I
graduated from the University of Leeds with
a 2:1 in maths and economics. I have been
working as an assistant manager at a safari
camp in the Masai Mara called Offbeat
Safaris since September. On my return to
England I will start looking for a job in the
city but in the meantime will work as a door-
to-door salesman for the organic fruit and
vegetable company, Abel & Cole.

ROBIN IRVING (d 08) Having played a
season’s cricket in Melbourne, Australia, I
returned via New Zealand where by chance I
bumped into WILF ODGERS (e 08) and
WILL HOOPER (e 08).

With the help of CHARLIE ESSON (b 07), I
then studied Sports Science and Coaching
at Loughborough.

I now work at Goodwood Golf Club as one
of the Golf Operations team and am
enjoying the challenge of customer service.

JONNY TITCHIN (e 08) In September, I took
up my post with the Exeter Cathedral Choir.
Previously I lived in Cardiff for five years
graduating from Cardiff University with a
BMus in 2012.

IAN WILLIAMS (f 09) Ian became the first
OS to play in the Varsity Match for 17 years
when he represented Oxford at Twickenham
in December. Ian played a large part in

Oxford’s 33-15 victory over Cambridge. He
is pictured with former Oxford Blues, ROB
RYDON (m 83) and CHRIS SMART (g 93). 

2010s

ROBBIE BUSHER (a 10) Robbie is making
great progress with his golf career.  Over the
course of 2013 he has climbed from 1,253rd
to 770th position in the R & A World
Amateur Golf Ranking, lowered his handicap
from Plus 1 to Plus 3 and has reached a
European Amateur Ranking of 108.  Robbie
plans to turn Professional next year if all
goes well.  To read more about Robbie’s
achievements, please visit his website
http://robbiebusher.com/. 

HUGH CARROW (b 10) I am currently
studying my last year of Modern History with
Economics at the University of Manchester. I
spent an incredibly enjoyable six months of
this year in Amsterdam on a study abroad
scheme. Whilst there I played in the Dutch
“premier” rugby league; still got bashed
around a lot during Pilgrims 10s
Tournament! Seeking to work in Asset
Management when I leave University. 

ANDREW GLENNIE (d 10) I graduated from
the University of Warwick (BSc Economics) in
July 2013 and am now studying MPhil
Economics at Pembroke College,
Cambridge.

HARRY HUGHES-ONSLOW (g 11) Having
graduated last year from the National Stud’s
diploma course in Bloodstock Management
at Newmarket I am now based in Sydney. I
have recently started as a pupil assistant
trainer to Bart Cummings and his grandson

James at their Royal Randwick training base.
Bart is a Hall of Fame trainer and is most
well-known for winning the Melbourne Cup
an impressive 12 times. I feel incredibly lucky
to be under the guidance of such a
household name of the sport. 

Prior to joining Bart I was working for John
Magnier’s major international breeding
operation Coolmore, out in the Hunter
Valley.

STANLEY TSANG (d 11)
is studying at the London
School of Economics. 

I am a big Manchester
United fan and managed
to bump into Robin Van
Persie with my friends in
the airport in June while
he was on international
duty. I’ve attached a photo as evidence, and
I’m the one right next to Robin!

FELIX STICKLAND (a 12) I am now in my
2nd year at Goldsmiths University London
studying Music, which is all going very well
and have performed on the West End Stage
mostly in NYMT productions.

Since June 2013 I have been working part
time at JazzFM as an intern. I have spent a
lot of time writing content for them,
including album reviews, hopefully more of
mine will appear online.

Apart from working for other people and
musicians, I have been endlessly composing
and writing material for my own personal
projects. We will be releasing our own EP
early next year. 

ASHLEY MERRITT (b 12) Since leaving
Sherborne I have spent a year travelling
in Kenya and in September 2013 I
started my degree in Neuroscience at
the University of Nottingham.

1998 DATA PROTECTION 
ACT

PLEASE REFER TO
WWW.OLDSHIRBURNIAN.ORG.UK

EMAIL ADDRESSES
In the face of ever-rising postal costs, we endeavour to
conduct the bulk of OSS correspondence via email, without
overlooking the important occasions where a postal letter or
invitation is indicated. If you feel that we may not hold a
current email address for you, it would be a great help if you
could let us have your address by contacting us at
oss@sherborne.org. It would be truly appreciated and will
make correspondence much easier. 



SOPHIE HARRIS
Sophie was appointed Head of Marketing in
September 2012. She is responsible for
communications and publications including
the recently re-designed website.

Prior to this, her career has been interesting
and varied, spanning the organisations of
Finance & investment Events in london to
Three-Day Events in Wiltshire, including the
Olympic Trials.   For several years she was
part of the National Trust team in visitor
services, media and events at lacock,
Kingston lacy and regional HQ.  Her time at
the National Trust coincided with
production of the first three Harry Potter
films and she managed project liaison with
Warner Bros.   Most recently, Sophie was 

Director of Marketing and Admissions at
Sherborne Prep.  

Sophie has lived in the Sherborne area since
2002.  Her brother, CHARLES GROOM (86),
and son, CHARLES HARRIS (12) are both
OS – School House – so she has a close
affinity with the School.

ANNE MACFARLANE
Anne was appointed Alumni Officer in the
Old Shirburnian Society Office in
September 2013.  She joined Sherborne
from Bryanston where she had been the
Bryanston Society coordinator for eight
years. 

A P P O I N T M E N T S

L E AV E R S
JANET DEAN
Janet became Assistant Secretary of the
OSS on the retirement of Janey Goddard.
Apart from being a priceless asset in the
day to day running of the OSS Office, Janet
was the principal Editor of several editions
of the OS record. Janet retires to spend
more time with rob, her children and
grandchildren.

BILL BURN (STAFF 1998-2013)
Bill came to Sherborne as Second Master
in 1998. He served the OSS as very
conscientious Staff representative on both
the OS Executive committee and our
Finance and Bursary Sub-committee. The
OSS owes both Janet and Bill a huge vote
of thanks for their service to the Society and
we wish them all happiness in the future. 

H O N S  & C O M S
PINDER, RICHARD ANTHONY (f 52) - BEM

O’BRIEN, ROBERT STEPHEN (g 55) - A KNIGHTHOOD FOR SERVICES TO
HEALTHCARE AND THE COMMUNITY IN LONDON

JACOBSEN, NEIL MARIUS (a 74) - OBE

MARSDEN, JONATHAN MARK (g 77) - CVO

HARRIS, ALISTAIR JAMES (h 94) - OBE

OSS COMMITTEE
2013 – 2014

PRESIDENT
Bill Hughes

TRUSTEES
John Hargrove, richard Green, 

Michael French

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
cHAirMAN 

Stephen rees-Williams

SEcrETArY
John Harden

HON. TrEASurEr
robin Brown

HEADMASTEr
chris Davis

JOiNT STAFF rEPrESENTATiVES
Peter Watts and Sue Salmon

PilGriMS rEPrESENTATiVE
Stephen rees-Williams

OSGS rEPrESENTATiVE
Patrick Macintosh

OSSS rEPrESENTATiVE
Angus cater

SHErBOrNE 
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rEPrESENTATiVE
James Nurton
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Angus cater

cATEGOrY A rEPrESENTATiVE
Edward Bridges

cATEGOrY B rEPrESENTATiVE
Jimmy McKillop

cATEGOrY c rEPrESENTATiVE
George Densham

FiNANcE AND 
BurSArY SuB-cOMMiTTEE

Angus cater (chairman)
robin Brown (Hon. Treasurer)

John Hargrove 
(Trustees’ representative)
chris Davis (Headmaster)

lucy robins (Bursar)
Peter Watts and Sue Salmon
(Joint Staff representatives)

John Harden (Secretary)

AGM AND ACCOUNTS
The minutes of the OSS Annual General Meeting held on 18th May 2013 are available via
the OSS website.  If required a copy of either the AGM minutes or the audited accounts for
the OS General Fund or the OS Charitable Trust for the year ending 31st July 2012, are
available from the OSS Office who will happily forward you a copy.

The 118th AGM of the Society will be held at the south end of The Upper marquee on OS
Day, Saturday 17th May 2014 at 5pm.  All OS and their guests are most welcome. An agenda
will be available in the April 2014 edition of the OSS Newsletter which will be sent to
members via email.
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