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 UNVEILING OF O.S. MEMORIAL 
 

On Saturday, January 30th, Lord Methuen unveiled the memorial which has been erected in Chapel to the 
memory of the Old Shirburnians who fell in the South African War. 
 
The Cadet Corps formed a guard of honour in the Courts, and was inspected by Lord Methuen, who was 
accompanied by Colonel Goodden.  A short but impressive service was then held in Chapel, where a large 
number of Old Shirburnians and others had assembled.  The order of the service was as follows: 
 

Hymn: ‘Soldiers of Christ, arise.’ 
The Lord’s Prayer. 

Versicles. 
Psalm cxxii. 

A lesson from Rev. vii. 9-end, read by the Head of the School. 
Reading of the names of those commemorated. 

The Unveiling. 
Te Deum. 

The Salutation, Collects and Prayers. 
‘I heard a voice.’ 

The Blessing. 
Hymn: ‘O God, our help in ages past.’ 

 
The list of the O.S. is as follows: 
 
HAROLD WAKE DE ROUGEMONT, South African Light Horse, killed in action at Chieveley, January 23rd, 1900. 
HARRY DOUGLAS PELLEW CLOSE, Paget’s Horse, died of enteric fever, August, 1900. 
RICHARD WARTYR WALDY, 2nd Bedfordshire Regiment, died of wounds received at Paardeberg, February 
22nd, 1900. 
VERNON LEWIS, Royal Scots Fusiliers, killed in action at the storming of Pieter’s Hill, February 27th, 1900. 
HUGH HILL BELL, Cape Mounted Rifles, killed in action during the siege of Wepener, December, 1899. 
HENRY CHARLES LUMSDEN, Lumsden’s Horse, killed in action at Thabanchu, April 30th, 1900. 
RICHARD GORDON BERESFORD LOVETT, 1st Royal Welsh Fusiliers, killed in action at Cutterburg, May 4th, 
1900. 
THOMAS FLOWER FLOWER-ELLIS, Thorneycroft’s Mounted Infantry, killed in action at Spion Kop in 
February, 1900. 
CHARLES ALGERNON SEATON, Imperial Yeomanry, died of enteric fever at Gwelo in May, 1900. 
ARTHUR ORMOND, killed in action in February, 1901. 
LIONEL DALTON HARDY, Cape Mounted Police, killed in action near Kimberley in June, 1901. 
DOUGLAS KINNEIN MACDONALD, 3rd Queensland Mounted Infantry, one of the relieving force which 
entered Mafeking on 17 May 1900, died of disease near Pretoria in February, 1901. 
 
After the service a gathering was held in the Big Schoolroom, where speeches were to be made.  After the 
singing of the new School song ‘Adsum,’ the Headmaster [F.B. Westcott] rose, and after a few introductory 
remarks upon the unpropitious weather, said that though he seemed to have been at Sherborne quite a 
long time, yet only two of those whose memories they were commemorating that day were in the School in 
his time.  They were Harold de Rougemont, who, he believed, was buried close to Lord Roberts’ son, and 
his young friend Close, who, with many other young Englishmen, volunteered for service at the front when 
but a boy.  Every house in the School was represented in the list he had read out.  None of the lads had 
climbed very high in military service, yet two at least, Lewis and Lovett, were brevet-majors, and brevet-
majors at a very early stage of their service.  They, as a school, as well as their friends, had paid a very 
heavy price in the loss of their lives. Yet, at the same time, he was sure all of them would feel that these 
brave lives were not given for nothing, but were given for England, for our country, and for our King, and in 



the great cause of the British Empire.  Moreover, the hope of all was that the work done in South Africa had 
been finished once and for all.  God grant it might be so, and that the blood of those brave soldiers, and the 
blood of our enemies too, would cement a lasting peace.  After extending a hearty welcome to Lord 
Methuen, the Headmaster called on his lordship to address the School. 
 
Lord Methuen, who was received with prolonged and hearty applause, said there were very few of them, 
old or young, who could have failed to be deeply impressed by the simple and beautiful ceremony which 
accompanied the unveiling of the memorial to those men who had given their lives for the empire.  They 
gave their lives in a war which had been a hard one, and they had shown that the chivalry of England had 
not decreased, while the gentleness of war had increased.  Let the dead bury their dead, and let them (the 
nation) look to the future.  There was no greater responsibility that a Government, or those who held a 
leading position in this country, could have than to see that the youth of England should in the first place be 
trained in the knowledge of the rifle and in drill.  He considered that not only would that help them in 
discipline, in learning how to obey, and therefore to command, but it would also strengthen their bodies as 
well as their minds.  It was to the public schools of England that England looked for the chivalry, for the 
manliness, for the bravery, and for the leading of our officers’ corps.  Thank goodness there were no corps 
that had stood higher in the world’s estimation, and he spoke especially at that moment of the regimental 
officer.  He had had a good deal of experience with them, and he had served most of his time on the staff, 
but he had a very poor appreciation of anybody holding his position if he said that he had ever had given 
over to him a finer material than the English regimental officer.  Public schools held the key to the position.  
They were those who had furnished them, and they trusted always would furnish them with the material 
which they required.  But the romance of war had passed.  Manliness and chivalry, they all understood, 
belonged to the English nation, but let the boys make no mistake about it; manliness and chivalry and 
success at cricket and football and other games would not give them all they required to make a fine 
soldier.  More than that, all a master could do was to put their heads straight for the fence.  They must 
teach themselves how to get over it, and if they turned to him for advice, then he would say that among all 
the subjects that could give him a love for military life the first was military history – military history not 
only in the English and in the dead languages, but in the German and the French, because it put them, as it 
were, among men with whom it was a great pleasure and a privilege to live, the great military characters of 
history, such as Alexander the Great, Hannibal, Sir John Moore, Napoleon, and Wellington.  Let them 
remember this, and whether fortune befriended them or whether at times she was hard, there was one 
man who would never fail them.  Their sheet anchor was the British soldier – the common private soldier.  
He would see them through all their hardships, and if they were on the ground the man who would pull 
them up and stick to them was the British soldier. 
 
After the singing of ‘God Speed,’ the Dean of Wells rose and proposed a vote of thanks to Lord Methuen on 
behalf of the Governing Body. He remarked especially upon the great affection which all those, who had 
served under Lord Methuen, bore for him.  This was confirmed by J.K.D. Wingfield Digby, Esq., who 
seconded.  The Headmaster associated himself with all that had been said by the two previous speakers, 
and called upon the Head of the School to give three hearty cheers for the distinguished general. 
 
Lord Methuen, after thanking the School and company in general for their kind reception of him, praised 
the good work done by the Church Lads’ Brigade, the Sherborne Company of which was present in the 
gallery. 
 
The proceedings ended with the singing of Carmen and the National Anthem. 
 
Lord Methuen has presented a photograph of himself to the School, to be placed in the Armoury. 
 



 
 

 


