
The Origins of the Old School Room 
This handsome building dates from 1606. It replaced the first ‘School 
House’ of c.1555, probably a much cheaper and flimsier construction. 
It took two years to build and was financed partly by donations from 
neighbouring gentry.  
  
For over 200 years the entire School was taught here – sometimes as 
many as 100 pupils, which must have been very crowded and noisy. 
Their dormitories were in the wing next to the current School House, 
and the handful of teachers lived in what is now the Abbey’s Lady 
Chapel. On the eastern wall survives the 1614 statue by Godfrey 
Arnold of King Edward VI, the School’s founder.  The statue is carved 
of Portland stone and cost £9, with 5s. 4d. for painting.    In the good 
old days the pupils used to throw balls behind the King’s shoulders.  
Underneath there is a poem of praise, in Latin, for the boy-King and it 
urges Shirburnians to ‘Work Gratefully!’ 

On the panelling and windowsills (made from old desk tops) are carved the names of former pupils 
dating mainly from the 19th century, with a few from the 17th century. 



School House Dining Room 
Until the introduction of central dining in the 1975 the Old School Room was used as the dining 
room for School House. School House itself dates from 1860, around the time when Sherborne 
became a public school. Headmasters presided over School House until 1946, after which a 
separate housemaster was appointed. 
  
Set into the windows are the coats of arms of former Headmasters, together with those of four 
distinguished Old Shirburnians who became Vice-Chancellors of Oxford and Cambridge: J.S. Boys 
Smith, F.J.Lys, H.R. Dean and M.W. McCrum. 

 

The Old School Room was refurbished in 2006 
when some of the late 19th century 
‘improvements’ were removed and the original 
character of the building was restored. The 
design, by eminent architect Robert Maguire, put 
back the Blue Lias stone floor and pale ceiling, 
with the additional 21st century comforts 
including under-floor heating and modern 
lighting. 
  



Portraits of former Headmasters are on display in the Old School Room. 



The Chronogram 

Above the main entrance to the Old School Room is a 
chronogram devised in 1670 by the headmaster John 
Goodenough to celebrate the refounding of the School 
in 1550 and the restoration of the schoolroom in 1670: 

 
Tecta Draco custos, Leo vinDeX, fLos Decus, auctor 

ReX pius, haec servat, protegit, ornate, aLit. 
  

The date of the refoundation of the School is obtained 
by taking the red letters in pairs:  

 
DL + DX + LD + XL 

550 + 510 + 450 + 40 = 1550 
  

The date of the building is obtained by adding all the 
red letters together: 

  
D + L + D + X + L + D + X + L 

500 + 50 + 500 + 10 + 50 + 500 + 10 + 50 = 1670 

School House cricket team, 1890. 



A sketch of the School Room made in 1803 by John Buckler (original in British Museum). 



The School Room by J.C. Buckler, 1827. 



Taken from The Illustrated London News, 2 November 1850. 



The School House Dining Room in June 1899. 



The School Room and Headmaster’s House in July 1899. 



A postcard produced in the 1920s. 



Mealtime in the School House Dining Room in 1950. 



The School House Dining Room in 1950. 



Mealtime in the School House Dining Room in 1961. 



Mealtime in the School House Dining Room in 1962. 
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