
V.E. Day in Sherborne, 8 May 1945 
 
“V.E. Day was celebrated happily enough with a Whole Holiday, which was spent by most of the boys on 
bicycles roaming over the greater part of the country, but we took this not as a final peace celebration at all 
but as a very welcome step towards the conclusion of the war.  Unlike a number of other schools we intend 
to celebrate peace when peace comes and we do not forget the very large number of our Old Boys and 
others who are going through a really gruelling time in the swamps of Burma and in the Pacific and Indian 
Oceans.” 
 

 
The Courts at Sherborne School decorated with bunting to celebrate V.E. Day on 8 May 1945. 

This description of how Victory in Europe Day was marked at Sherborne School was written by the 
Headmaster, A.R. Wallace, in his end of term letter to parents in July 1945.  Wallace had been Headmaster 
of the School throughout the war and it had taken its toll on him.  In his report to the School Governors in 
October 1945 he wrote: 
 
“It is with a sense of profound relief and gratitude to Almighty 
God that after an interval of six years I am able to report that the 
school has successfully weathered the storm of war and is now 
moving towards calmer waters.  It has been… a time of great 
stress and strain for all of us in this place, and in particular the 
years 1940-1941 must ever remain in the history of the school as 
the very apex of crisis.  Had there been, for instance, a heavy 
casualty list at the time of the air raid on Sherborne on 
September 30th, 1940 (we were spared from this by a matter of 
yards), it is difficult to say what the repercussions might have 
been.  Parents were in an unstable and agitated frame of mind 
at that moment.  Even apart from casualties any pressure which 
might have driven us to evacuation of our premises might have 
been almost disastrous from the school’s point of view, and I am 
now free to admit that the responsibility for drawing up the 
A.R.P. instructions to cover every possible contingency both by 
day and by night for the whole of the school did weigh extremely 
heavily at that time.” 
 Alexander Ross Wallace, Headmaster of Sherborne 

School 1934-1950. 



He added that “In point of fact the most serious threat came, not from the Nazi but from the British 
Government.  On three occasions the school was under threat of requisition, once by the War Office, once by 

the Admiralty and once by the Ministry of Health.  The first 
was only a passing cloud; the second from the Admiralty 
much more serious involving for me a telephone call to Field 
Marshal Sir Claud Jacob in the early hours of the morning.  
But in the event his prompt assistance mercifully turned the 
scale.  The last has only just been removed since V.E. Day.  I 
have since heard from one of the masters engaged in 
document hunting in  Germany that Sherborne would have 
been right in the middle of the proposed drive from the  
Dorset coast to Bristol had Hitler’s invasion plan been put 
into operation.  This we had guessed already, indeed a 
glance at any shilling atlas makes it fairly obvious.  But it did 
nothing to ease our mental and spiritual strain between the 
years ’40 and ’42.  In point of fact the only building which 
was commandeered was the School Tuckshop, and it was 
possible to strike a bargain with the authorities over this 
that if we gave this up gracefully they would not make any 
further demands upon our accommodation.  And in fairness 
to the Government it is true to say they made no further 
demands during the war.” 
 

In 1950, Wallace reflected on the war years in a piece he wrote for the School magazine, The Shirburnian.  
He remembered the nightly blackout; the false alarm when the Home Guard thinking it was a genuine 
invasion proceeded up Long Street with fixed bayonets “looking for Huns, sir”; the Sherborne gas alarm 
caused by a manure heap in Sturminster Newton smelling like Lewisite (a chemical weapon with a 
distinctive odour similar to geraniums); the arrival of female members of staff who, in their  fashionable 
high heels, “went tap-tapping down our stone passages”; and the Roll of Honour hanging at the foot of the 
Chapel steps that “lengthens seemingly without end from week to week, sometimes from day to day.” 
 
By V.E. Day, 226 Old Shirburnians had died on active service, and five more would die by the time Japan 
announced their surrender on 15 August 1945.  The first of these five to die after V.E. Day was Captain 
Hugh Moger (h 1937-40) who died the day after V.E. day, aged just 21.  His obituary appeared in The 
Shirburnian, July 1945:  
 
“Captain H.M. Moger, 15th Punjab Regiment.  Hugh Moger came to 
Sherborne from West Downs, Winchester, in September 1937.  A keen 
player of all games, he left too young to get into any School teams, as he 
assuredly would have done had he stayed his full time.  But he was anxious 
to take up farming.  However, he gave up this idea for school mastering 
until he was called up as a candidate for a commission in the Indian Army. 
After completing his training in India he was posted to the 4th Battalion, 
15th Punjab Regiment, serving in Burma until he was wounded in 1944.  
Although he recovered he was not passed fit for active service and was 
appointed A.D.C. to General Sir Oliver Leese, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Allied Forces in Burma.  He had been in this job for only a short time when 
he was killed in a jeep accident in Calcutta on 9th May 1945.  The tributes 
paid to him showed that he had turned out to be a quite exceptional person.  
He had a wonderful sympathy, kindness and affection, untiring energy, and 
an unusually large number of very real friends.  His affection for Sherborne 
was very deep as his frequent letters never failed to show.” 
 

Rachel Hassall, School Archivist, 6 May 2015. 

The School Tuckshop, or ‘Toey’, in Hospital Lane, 
when used as a British Restaurant, c.1941. 

Captain H.M. Moger (1923-1945) 


