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~N Englishman's temper is one of those delicate mysteries of
W!) nature, which for curiosity of construction and 'marvel of
mechanism' has never been equalled by any invention of modern
science. Perhaps the Chemical Balance, such as 1\1:. Deleuil, of
Paris, sets before the public, may rank next in a catalogue of
similar marvels,-and the sensitiveness of this balance is such, that
when charged with a kilogramme (1000 grms.) in each scale, an
excess of a milligramme (one thousandth part of a grm.) in either.
scale, produces a very perceptible deflection of the index. l'his
sounds wonderful enough, yet many of the motes and trifles which
have power to influence the balance of an Englishman's temper, are
so microscopic as to be further removed from the notice of gravita
tion than even the thousandth part of a gramme. M:. DeleuiI's
Chemical Balance is protected from air-currents, dust and moist
ure, by a glass-case: verily it were well for us if one morning at
breakfast we could find that some ingenious and enterprising
mechanio had advertised in the 'Iime8 :-" The Temper-Shade-a
novel invention, will shortly be introduced to the public". Conceive
how smoothly the world would rotate, if every inhabitant were
furnished with a shade warranted to screen his temper from the
air-cnrrents of annoyance, charged with the dust of trifles so
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inconsiderable in themselves, and yet so constantly rufRing our
peace of mind! E-rery body would be on good terms with every
body else, and the world would be one gigantic Garden of
Hesperides, whence the goddess of Discord would be for ever

excluded.
I know not whether John Bull is more easily put out than his

European neighbours, but certainly he seems at times absurdly
unable to traverse the high-road of life without stumbling over the
stones and hurting his shins. Stones too, not such as occur in the
mountainous passes of Scotland and Wales, but mere pebbles in com
parison, seem needlessly to upset him. His temper, perhaps, is poised
in scales of accuracy more than usually delicate; but whatever be
the reason, we know that the contemplative foreigner is frequently
struck with the inexplicable subtlety of many whims and foibles
prevalent among us Englishmen. How easily, for example, may
the temper's balance be affected by such a simple phenomenon as
the condition of a gate. How annoying it is to find the gate leading
to "a short-cut by the fields" locked! I hope I am not eccentric,
reader; Are you acquainted with anyone not amenable to this
weakness? In the memorable words of Betsy Prig: "I don't
believe there's no such person!" Yes, you must admit, that a stout
five-barred gate securely padlocked by a contrivance constituting
a problem only to be solved by its own key, is a considerable argu
ment against your short-cut. Are you a lady? you naturally object
to clambering over. Are you a business-man? You are probably
in a hurry, and little inclined for any delay. Are you merely
walking for recreation? Peradventure you lack energy to scale the
barrier. Yet it is not impossible that despite this minor discour
agement, you have yielded to the temptation of quitting the dust
and glare of the high-road for the cool greenery of turf, and the
fragrance of blossoming hedge-rows. You may already have
climbed the gentle slope crowning the descent that lies between
you and the second gate: you may suddenly have stopped to con
template this second variety of the same species that meets your
eye at the other extremity of the field-a gate indeed, that is no

I

gate-a breast-work fortified with a perfect chevaux de ji'ise of
brambles, closely wattled between the bars beneath, branching into
a prickly maze of quickset above. In an instant pleasant reveries
on birds, flowers, and sunshine, give place to an invading host of
antagonistic thoughts: visions of hot-headed farmers with scowling
bull-dogs-those Vandals of the country-crowd the mind in wild
confusion; and once more, reader, if of the softer sex, you hesitate
not to turn and retrace your steps, flushed with a pardonable
expression of cross discontent: if a lord of creation, you pause to
think twice; whether to risk the attempt or turn back; to court
the vulgar interests of coat and limbs, which after all might be
mended with thread and plaister, or pander to the sublimer frailties
of your temper. Perhaps you adopt the second alternative, con
vinced that the satisfaction of defying a tyrant, will compensate
for a few scratches. In either case the unpleasant reflection over
shadows your mental mirror: "The longest way round is the
shortest way home"; and the annoyance thus engendered will
develope itself and grow, unless allayed in the germ by some patent
ante-maleferential preparation of stoic salve. On the other hand
how different the sensations pl'oduced on finding that there eXist;
such a relation between gates and gate-posts which cross your path,
that a gentle application of hand or foot is sufficient to disturb
their juxta-position.

The grim-looking black gates leading to the Squire's kitchen
garden, constitute another family of the genus. These are generally
of stern and forbidding aSllect, tall and broad, and surmounted
with a crest of revohing spikes. Seldom are they found open;
and.p.erhaps it is well: for the temptation thus thrown in the way
of Itmerant ragamuffins, would doubtless lead to mischievous
results. Wherefore the contrast is all the more gratifying, when
through the culpable neglect of some out-door functionary, the
wayfarer is suddenly and unexpectedly shewn a delightful glimpse
of the garden of Eden in miniature: frnit-trees laden with cool
clusters; rows of lettuces ancI other vegetables; cucumber beds,
and hothouses with their trellis-work of vines within; all basking
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in sunny stillness, or sheltered from the noonday heat beneath a
boundary of elms and sycamores. Such a picture occurring in the
course of a walk will be found a charming antidote for the opposite
influence above-mentioned.

Another species of Gate, which in connection with the last may
logically be termed a relative noun, is that leading to the Manor
House. It is the most complete development of that class of gates
which lead to the grounds of private residences, Rectories, &c., and
whether constructed of wood or iron, whether open or shut, it
cannot be severed from pleasant suggestions of comfort, goodwill,
and hospitality. The broad drive, and its spacious avenue, speak
to us of generous hearts, and open hands, of coals at Christmas,
School-treats in summer, and Harvest-homes in Autumn.

It is pleasant to find the gate of a country Church-yard left
open; for probably the clerk is some-where about, and being an
important representative of the village, he is generally inclined to
be communicative. He is ready enough to shew you "his Church",
he will explain the time worn inscriptions on the quaint old monu
ments; and if you have time, he will give the separate history of
each: he will initiate you into the mysterious associations of the
carved oak, and will invite you to try the organ, if there is one.
I remember my beau ideal of a village clerk, in a very out-of-the
way village of North Wales, quite outside the beat of tourists,
which indeed is a rarity in these days. He is at once the Inn
keeper, Carrenter, Choir-master, and clerk of the village; he hardly
knows a word of English, though he shews great signs of originality
in using the few words of his Saxon vocabulary. For when with
much difficulty I expressed my sorrow at being almost entirely
ignorant of his tongue, he answered with a laugh, "Ah, very plenty
Welch!" evidently implying (with doubtful compliment to his
country) that I knew enough already. And when we parted, he
concentrated :the expression of his feelings into a hearty shake of
the hand, and "Goodbye, 'tis a roight job [" which in the vulgar
tongue I interpreted to imply that he was glad we had met.

Before concluding, we will consider one more class of gates--

I

I .

tj

that Frankenstein of the Queen's highway-the Toll gate, It is
situated almost invariably on the best trotting ground, or at the
bottom of the hill, or round the corner. Picture to yourselves,
reader, Paterfamilias driving home late at night from a Christmas
party, and speculating on the probabilities of the gate being open.
"Ten to one it's shut," thinks he; "that suspicious old fellow's
afraid of losing a chance toll !" He is annoyed at the idea, and
inwardly abuses the gate-keeper. Already he has inflated his lungs
to their highest point of tension, and compressed them by a shout
of stentorian energy: already he has tightened rein, and slackened
speed. See now, he rounds the corner, and finds the glimmering
highway crossed by no white bars. Smartly the lash descends, and
on he sweeps; a contented smile wrinkles his countenance, while
wishing sound sleep and happy dreams to his honest friend, no
longer the surly and suspicious toll-man, and so he passes once
more into the night.
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THE STANHOPE PRIZE ESSAY*

CONTINUED.

~HE most cu~s()ry studen~ of Engl.ish literature ~annot fai~ to
~ be struck WIth the magmtude of Its advance durmg the reIgn
of Elizabeth. At first sight its progress appears sudden and
unaccountable; but if wc examine the history more closely we
shall discover the gradual filtration of the 'new learning' through
the various departments of literature, of which the process was
slow and the effects not prominently visible upon the surface until
the lapse of nearly a century from its first commencement.

During the greater part of the fifteenth century, England was
intellectually dead. The attempted revival of the twelfth century
had been stifled, and Europe for two hundred 'years to follow had
relapsed into gloom more impenetrable and more dismal than
beforej. 'Men given up to sensuality', says Poggio k, writing from
England about 1420, 'we may find in abundance, but very few
lovers of learning, and those barbarous, skilled more in sophisms
than in literature'. Anthony 11 Wood, too, the historian of the
University of Oxford, informs us that Henry VI, in the year 1444,
ordered that Latin sermons should be more frequently preached at
Oxford, 'to the end that the Latin tongue, which was now decaying,
should be revived'. So far had this barbarism gone, that 'Oxon
iensis loquendi mos' became a proverb for bad Latin in the fifteenth
century. Divinity at the same time is pronounced to be at a low
ebb. Stndents had diminished rapidly; 'where thousands had
been, is now scarce one'; none remained but those supported by
founders and benefactors. So poor were they that for very suste
nance they had to beg from door to door]. During the succeeding

k Quoted, ibid., p. 104.

Compare the amusing story of the two
j Cp. Hallam, LiteI'. vol. i., p. 124.

1 Wood, vol. i., pp. 595, 603, 615.

I

Ah, sad the memory of a leafy time,
When sweet green meadows wore a golden hem;

When finches builded in the apple rime,
And purling brooks washed many a hemlock stem.

SURGIT AMARI.

When two or three more courses should be run,
We knew the lovely summer would be near.

But now alas, the flowers are all done,
And winter creeps upon the waning year.

But sadder still than all yet thought or said
To know that you are known of those no more,

Who erst to face the foeman proffered aid,

Then sickened in the central battle's roar.

ECCE.

Sad the remembrance of an early love,
When life no longer seems with life to grow:

Like crimson flushes falling from above
On hurried clouds that veil a mountain's brow.

Too sad do seem the fields where cowslips lay,
When copses budded, and the young r-.lay moon

Led on the season's prime caressingly
For joyful lads and lasses. Ay, for soon,

~HEN dying woods wake under autumn skies,
~~ And bare wolds shiver in the hueless dawn;
How sad the thoughts of other days that rise,

The thoughts of other days now past and gone.



200 Stanhc/Je Prize Essay.

~.-:.", .'-.'.- -r,"r<,~~

Stanhope Prize Essay. 201

reigns there is no improvement visible: that of Edward IV is the
most barren in English annals: during that of Henry VII
'England seems to have been nearly stationary in academical
learningm.' Nor were the compositions in the vernacular any more
respectable: the chroniclers were very few, and such as they were,
inferior to their predecessors. Of seventy insignificant versifiers
between Chaucer and Lord Surrey, only one deserves mention, and
he no more than mention, that is Lydgate. Towards the close of
the century, however, two prophets of the Renaissance appeared
in England; the one was W illiam Caxton, the other was Erasmus.

The effects of the invention of printing upon literature, and
upon the mind of Europe, is almost incalculable. 'That art,' says
Hegel n, 'supplied the desideratum of the age in which it was
invented, and enabled men to stand in an ideal connection with
each other.' The community which was seeking after knowledge,
was not now restricted to a few learned men at Constantinople, or
at Florence, but consist~d of men of every European nation from
Italy to Scotland-men, too, who began to realize the fact that
their knowledge would be advanced, and could only be advanced
by sharing in each other's thought, and adopting the material which
others had gathered. The first book which Caxton published in
England, was 'The Game and playe of the Chesse,' in 1474. The
products of his press were generally of one of these two kinds,
either religiollll works, or romances. To the former class would
belong the 'Pilgrimage of the Soul,' 'A Book of Divers Ghostly
J\iatters,' &c.: to the latter, 'The History of Troy,, 'The Knight
of the Tower,' &c. No classical works, or translations of the same,
appeared in his list. In the ten first years of the sixteenth century,
there were twenty-six books printed in London. and one of them
was a Terence. The first Greek characters printed in England
occur in Linacre's translation of Galen, published in the year 1521.

students in the water-buckets, who had to compose a Latin distich on their
own plight, before relief was given them. In 'Vood's account of the decrease
of numbcrs therc is probably some exaggeration. The story of thc poverty
is, howcvcr, confirmed by Sir Thomas }Iorc.

m Hallam, LiteI.'. i., p. 254. n Philosophy of History, p. 427.

'..
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We must not however suppose that England did not import printed
books from abroad 0: she afterwards boasts how she now sends books
to Venice, from whence, from the Aldine press, she had been wont
to receive its treasures p • Hallam has calculated that during the
years 1470-1500, the number of books printed amounted to 10,000;
so that, granting that the majority were works such as those of
Caxton, the remainder would be adequate to the wants of the
learned. It should not, however, be forgotten that printing would
further the transmission of the old ideas, as well as of the new,
and that the advantage which the latter obtained by ventilation,
was, that they could stand investigation, which the others could
not.

Erasmus, 'the ornament of learning', must detain us somewhat
longer than Caxton. He was emphatically typical of the age in
which he lived. Immensely erudite though he was, yet his erudi
tion is never cumbersome and never degenerates into pedantry.
His wit is keen, his sarcasm biting but not ill.tempered, and
throughout we find a truly religious vein which abhorred the
mockeries of superstition, the false abstinence of the Mendicants,
and the gorgeous worldliness of the higher clergy. Although a
native of Rotterdam, he paid so many visits to England, where all
the learned were his friends, and was the one above all others who
fostered and encouraged the study of ancient literature in this
country, and who was Colet's great helper in his attempted reform
ation of the Church from within, that he may almost be considered
to be an adopted Briton. '1'11e latter part of his work, his influence
upon religious innovations, falls beneath another head; at present
we are concerned mainly with his share in the introduction of the
study of Greek into England, and of more rational canons for the
interpretation and the criticism of ancient writings.

o Thus Andre, Prince Arthur's tutor, statcs that his pupil read a host of
Latin and Greek books, including Gellius, Homer, Virgil, Ovid, Thucydides,
Livy, Cmsar, Suetonius, &c. (p. 43, in thc edition published by the Master of
the ROllS.)

P So says the couplet quoted by Craik, (ii. 164) from a book published as
early as 1485 :-

'Celatos, Veneti, nobis transmittere libros
Cedite; nos allis vendimus 0 Veneti.'
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In the year 1497, Erasmus arrived at Oxford to learn Greekq.
Too poor to make the jOUl'ney to Italy, he had come hither insteild.
Grocyn and Linacre had returned from Florence, where they had
studied the language under Politian and Chalcondyles. The latter
was so di~tingui~hed for the elegance and nlOde"ty of his manners,
that Lorenzo de Medici received him iuto his own house as a corn:
panion for his children r . These two were prosecuting their studies
at Oxford in the language, and Grocyn was gil'ing lectures upon
it, when Erasmus anil'ed. Colet, too, had lately returned from
Italy, without a knowledge of Gl'eek, except through TJatin trans
lations, but penetrated with the mtional spirit of the age. Of
these three men, Erasmus was quite enthusiastic in his admiration.
In England he had found so much polish and learning-not showy,
shallow learning, but profound and exact, both in Latin and Greek
-that he would hardly care much about going to Italy at all,
except for the sake of having been there. "When I listen to my
friend Colet·. he says, 'it seems to me like listening to Plato
himself. In Grocyn, who does not admire the wide range of his
knowledge? vVhat could be more searching, deep, and refined,
than the jndgment of Linacre s ?' He soon perfected himself in
the language, and in 1511, on a second visit to England, he went
to Cambridge, to lecture on the above subject. Two years only
did he stay there, and in his post he was succeeded by Croke.
Both met with violent opposition, led on, of course, by the clergy.
, Holy Scripture', the opponents said, 'is sufficiently translated,
and we knolV no other translation, Or rather, we ought to avoid
learning these langnages, to show contempt for the Greeks and
Jews', ' Not long since', says Heresbach, ' I heard a monk declaim
ing in a church "Of late", says he, "a new langnage has been
discovered, called Greek; beware of it, it is the mother of all these
heresies; in this langnage a book has been published, now in all

q I may here state that my knowledge of Erasmus aud More is in great
part, of Colct almost wholly, derived from Seebohm's 'Oxford Reformers of
1498.' My debts to this work are greater in the latter part of the Essay, but
I acknowledge them here once for all.

r Roscoe's Life of Lorenzo, ii, p. 85.

S Epist. XIV, quoted by Seebohm, p. 49.

I
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men's hands, called The New Testament, a book full of toads and
vipers. Another language is also springing up called Hebrew;
they who learn this become Jews t '''. Such opposition, foundad
upon the merest i~norance, contrasts unfavorably with the magnifi
cent patronage given to learning, on its first reyival, by Nicholas
the Fifth, and subsequently by Leo the Tenth. There were in
reality two causes to account for this change of feeling in the
Church. In the first place, the study of antiquity had so much
engros~ed and fascinated the minds of those engaged in it, that

they gave themselves up even to the religious theories of the
ancients. Scepticism was rife in Italy, .and from thence spread
throngh Enrope. The second cause of the altered attitude of the
Church was, that the LutheJ'an schism, introducing a more careful
consnltation of authorities, an examination which to be satisfactory
required a complete knowledge of the ancient writings, became
identified with the cultiyation of the 'new learning'. In spite of
these impediments, the study of Greek undoubtedly advanced
throughout the reign of Henry VIII. Colet, on founding S, Paul's
School, specially provided in the statutes for the instruction of the
scholars in Greek as well as Latin. Lilly, whom he chose as his
first head-master, in1512, had acquired a knowledge of the language
from his sojourn at Rhodes. Sir Thomas Pope, too, tells us that
when he was a boy at Eton, Greek stndies began to be introduced
there. In 1516, Erasmus u thus writes of the improvements at
Cambridge: 'Scarcely thirty years ago nothing was taught there
but the "parva logicalia" of Alexander, antiquated exercises from
Aristotle, and the QUffistiones of Scotus. In process of time,
improved studies were added-mathematics, anew, or at all e,ents,
a renovated Aristotle-and a knowledge of Greek letters ..
What has been the results of all this ? Now the University is so
flourishing that it can compete with the best U ni\"ersities of the
age'. In 1524, 1530, and 1545, at S. John's College, Cambridge,

t Thus originated the f2ctious of Greeks and T;'ojans at the universities. At
Oxford, all favoring Greek ,;tuc1ies were denounce,! as heretics. The teachers
Were ;diaboli maximi,' the taught 'diaboli minutuli.' (Seebohm, p. 383.)

U Quoted by Seebobm.
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we learn from the statutes x that the Greek Prrelector lectured
daily for an hour in Gl'eek grammar or some Greek classic alter
nately; in the last-mentioned year it is expressly provided that all

juniors shall learn Greek, the freshmen Greek grammar, the more
ad,anced composition and translation. In 1540, Ascham writes to
a friend: 'You would not know Cambridge to be the same place.
Aristotle and Plato are read by boys in the original, and have been
now for fiye years. Sophocles and Euripides are now more familiar
here than Plautus ",.as in your time, &c. This flame of literary
zeal has been lit and fed by the example of our friend Cheke; who
has publicly lectured gratuitously on the whole of Homer and
Sophocles, and that twice; on the whole of Euripides and nearly
the whole of Herodotus.' Colleges, too, in large numbers were
founded about this time at both the Universities; at Oxford
Brasenose, Corpus, Christ Church, &c.; at Cambridge-Christ's,
Magdalen, and Trinity. During tbe reigns of Edward and Mary,
learning sensibly declined. By the supprt:ssion of the monasterlCS
much of the general cultivation diffused amongst the people was
for a time annihilated, more than a hundred flourishing schools
having been dastroyedY. The courtiers that surrounded the young
king vied with each other in rapacity, and imitated their opponents,
the Romanists, in disregarding the admntages of learning for their
own selfish interests z• The times that succeeded and the twice
repeated change of the State religion had a similarly baleful effect.
Ascham bewails over this decadence, which was accompanied by a
preference for the writers of the SilYer Age to classical authors,
and by an attempt at reviving the neglected theories of the School
men: he consoles himself, however, with what he believes to be a
revival under Queen Elizabeth, that even as early as 1564 'the
young spring had shot up so fair, as now there be in Cambridge
again many goodly plants'. It is unquestionable that during that
Queen's reign there were many amongst the higher classes who

x Quoted in Mayor's Notes on Aseham.

Y Hallam, however, (i. p. 339), takes a contrary view.

z Duke Humphrey's Library at Oxford was despoiled by them; and this is
but one instance amongst many.

f
I

more or less cultivated Greek learning. Lady Jane Grey's study
of the Phredo is too well known to be recounted here. Elizabeth
herself is extolled by Ascham, her tutor, as a proficient in Greek
8S well as Latin, Italian, and French. Still, when ,Yood states
that in 1563, at Oxford, there were only three divines considered
capable of preaching public sermons; and when Grindal rellom
~ended, as late as 1583, to the new school which he founded the
study of Sedullius Palengenius, and Prudentius; it is plain that
learning was then but skin-deep, compared with what it had been
in Henry's time.

(To be Oontinued)

CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editor of the Shirburnian.

Dear Mr. Editor,
The notices ef the Natural History and Natural

Science Society, which from time to time have appeared in your
pages, induce me to congratulnte you upon the opportunity and
encouragement thus afforded to the School, in beginning the most
infinite, and by far the most interesting sphere of all studies.
Greek and Latin are very well in their way, but when once School
and College are done with, it is just possible that some of us may
not care to rrolong our acquaintance with the Classics. History
and Modern Languages also deserve some encouragement, and I
think they all have their share at Sherborne. But nobody in the
wildest moments of mental derangement could think of comparing
any of these studies with that of Natural Science, for actual plea
Ilure or practical use. Pause, Sir, a few seconds, to try and grasp
the "vague immensity" of the subject-the immeasurable capacity
of its range-the vastity of its comprehension, words are insufficient!
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For Natural Scieuce embraces all it is possible to discover about
every imaginable phenomenon, and condition of matter in the
universe-from sunshine to sneezing, from a thunderstorm to a
turnip; from a rhizopod to a rhinocerus; fr0111 a glow-worm to an
earthquake; from a'late-quarry to a strawberry; from a Cuckoo
to a cocoa-nut. .A 11 the intermediate stages between cheap cookery
and chemical philosophy, between a pump-handle and the Menai
Tubular Bridge, and between some thousand other examples equally
far removed from one another, are comprehended as molecular
items in the mighty fabric of Natural Science. It were imper
tinent in the face of this to attempt an eLumeration of the
pleasures and advantages to be derived even from a cursory study
of a single branch of the subject.

And now, :Mr. Editor, what think you is the degraded and insult
ing title applied to the Sciences, as pursued by the Oxford Under
Graduate? You will not believe me when I assure you by all the
Oxygen in the atmosphere that this title is none other than STINKS!
It matters not whether the particular branch selected be Anatomy,
Botany, Chemistry, or Geology; Botany is equally a Stink, with
Chemistry; Anatomy with Geology! What a marked contrast is
shewn in the deference paid by the Shirburnian: 'The committee of
the Natural History and Natural Science Society', &c.-an imposing
announcement that cannot fail to command respect. Now I will
not deny that the odour of Sulphuretted Hydrogen would be
rejected by a connoisseur of scents as 'a stink'; nor is Chlorine
Gas as choice a fragrance as Attar of Roses: but accidents like
these by no means countenance the application of the abominable
title to all the Sciences. And without a practical smattering of
Anatomy (for instance), anyone is liable to make as ridiculous an
exhibition of himself, as did Ur. Crimple.

"It is extraordinary how little is known on these subjects gen
erally. Where do you suppose, now," the doctor closed one eye,
as he leaned back smilingly in his chair, and formed a triangle of
his hands, of which his two thumbs composed the base, "where
do you suppose 1\11'. Crimple's stomach is ?"

Mr. Crimple, more agitated than before, clapped his hand imme

diately below his waistcoat.
.. Not at all", cried the doctor, "not at all. Quite a popular

mistake! 1\1y good sir, you're altogether deceived."
" I feel it there, when it's out of order; that's all I know,'

said Crimple.
"You think you do," replied the doctor; "but science knows

better."
Wishing all possible prosperity to St-, I mean, Natural Science

at Sherborne,
I remain, Sir,

Truly yours,
OSMOPHILUS.

Dear Mr. Editor,

Of blessed memory be your correspondent
Savonarola, in that he has stirred up the sleeping dog, which
I think it is better not to let lie. Yes, my dear Sir, imagine
the paternal pride of your humble servant, on turning up
at the old diggings (as C. S. C. hath it) with a troop of young
hopefuls around him, all destined some day to add their drop to
the ocean, and become members of Sherborne School.

Just conceive how I should point out to them the name of their
poor old father, and then bid them go and do likewise! Ay, and
while I recounted to them some masterly hits, I think it would
be pardonable if I did not lay particular emphasis on all the
catches missed at long-leg.

Please to insert this in your next number, though I have written
on both sides of the paper; and I have the honour to subscribe
myself

ONE OF THE OLD ELEVEN.

Dear Mr. Editor,
.;' In answer to the letter from "A Searcher for
{Truth"-It is argued that N or 1\1 stands for Nomen and Nomina,
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Name or Names; and that M is equivalent to NN standing side
by side, and having been printed together, the first upright of the
latter coalescing with the last upright of the former, and that then
by a printer's error, M was substituted for this peculiar form.

This explanation would suit the other Services, e.g.-the Baptis
mal Service, where we find-N., I baptize thee, &c., which N stands
or may stand for Name. And in the Confirmation Service in the
1st Prayer Book, 1;'549, according to which the Bishop "laid his
hand upon their heads, and said, N. I sign thee with the sign of
the Cross, &c."

It has been urged that the Marriage Service is against this
since it has N and :NI in an altogether different way, the man
saying-

I, M, take thee N, &c. ;
the woman saying-

I, N, take thee l\I, &c.;
but really it is another instance in favor of the explanation, for
in the year 1549 and 1552 Prayer-books it runs-I, N, take thee
N, &c., in both cases.

Apparently the real objection to the explanation is to be found
in the fact that the earliest Prayer-books, 1549 and 1552, contain
the letters in the Catechism, N or M, as they now stand; and
therefore any idea of a printer's error is gratuitous: is it possible
that 1\1 was intentionally printed for NN?

I am,
Yours truly,

N ESCIO QUIS.

To the Editor of the Shirburnian.
Dear Sir,

Would it not be advisable to take the opportunity
of the first fine day, and have the fifteen photographed? That of
the Eleven may be seen in almost everyone's study, and so it is
only fair to conjecture that that of the fifteen would be equally
popular. And now let me offer my humble suggestion. Let the

:6fl;een be taken in the long-expected colours; for then besides the
familiar faces, we shall show the past Shirburnians that at all
events we excel them in the variety of our colours.

I remain, dear Sir,
Yours truly,

A COLOUR-FANCIER.

Dear Mr. Editor,

Will you be so kind as to inform me as to the
following points upon which I am in doubt?

(1) Who is the" Robertson of Struan" alluded to in Waverley,
ch. 43, at the beginning, also in ch. 44, at the end? Who are
Caransa and Vincent Saviola in chapter 57 of the same novel,
alluded to in the words-" But although we do not grow quarrel
according to the modes and figures of Caransa or Vincent
Saviola" ?

(2) What is the origin of the truism" Queen Ann's dead", and
where first used?

(3) Who is the Colonel Pasley alluded to in the Appendix to
"The Bagman's Dog" in the Ingoldsby Legends.

R. W.

Dear Mr. Editor,
Since we are now released from the thraldom

of Spenser's fetters, we take the opportunity of referring to a
Bubject, which we believe has been before alluded to, but never, we
fancy, duly discussed. The subject which we allude to is Theat
ricals: we should very much like to see established at the end of
the Christmas half, the acting of a play. We know that an objec
tion haa beeu raised (and very rightly), that should acting be per
mitted, work would be omitted; but this difficulty will soon vanish,
if only the fellows who are to act will give up a little time every
day, out of School, (which they gladly would,) during which they
might be coached by a competent person. By plays, we do not
mean those farces which rejoice in that name, but f\ play of Shakes-
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peare, or better still, of Plautus or Terence. But by no means do
we wish for the omi:3sion of any School work on that account, far
from it; but what we do wish, is to see some such sort of play as
we have mentioned above, acted by fellows whom we are convinced
would not let their work suffer in consequence. Trusting that
what has been said, will be receiyed as it is meant.

Belieye us to remain yours, etc.,

THE BRETHREN.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

R. W.-Poets Laureat. Warton, in bis History of English
Poetry, states that in the reign of Henry Ill, there was a Versifi.
cator Regis, to whom an annual stipend was paid of 100 shillings.
'1'he first mention of a Poet Laureat occurs, we belieY8, in the
reign of Edward IV. when John Kay was Laureat; Andrcw
Bernard was Laureat temp. Henry Ill, and John Skelton temp.
Henry VIII ~loreoYer, Chaucer, on his return from abroad,
assumed the title of Poet Laureat, and in 1337, obtained a grant
of an annual allowance of wine. Edmund Spenser, appointed by
Elizabeth, was immediate predecessor of Samuel Daniel.

The siege R. W. mentions, in which the wives carried their
husbands away on their backs, took place in 1141, when Wolf,
Duke of Bavaria, was besieged in his castle of Weinsburg, by
Frederick, Duke of Suabia, brother to the reigning Emperor
Konrad Ill.

The rest of R. W's. questions we print at length, in hopes that
some of our readers will be able to enlighten him on the subject.

,,
I
I.

i:
),,

THOUGHTS ON DARKNESS,

~AST ~hou e'er sat with night's dark curtain round thee,
~ Peermg athwart the dread mysterious gloom?
Has not an hour, aye, two hours silent found thee,

Fixed in thy seat by some almighty doom?

There is a power, a fearsome power, in darkness,
Often denied, but felt unconscious still ;

This, when 'tis joined to the spirit chain of stillness,
With mystic dread each thoughtful breast doth fill.

Phantoms arise and flock upon the senses,

Aye, and o'ershadow the heart itself with fear,
Whilst 'midst the gloom our tranced eye condenses

All that it sees, as ever pressing near.

Onward it presses, that ghastly dim array,
Spell-bound with terror, our heart beats fast within,

And though it throngs us, we cannot choose but stay,
Our mind lacks the power resistance to begin.

Thus still it is, till the bell of midnight sou cL 19,
Dispels our fears and mvukens Ll:i

, The phantoms flit, as the echo SP( .ding,
From our soul, their impn.:s:,w, ..

H. V.
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FOOTBALL.

~E are glad to be able to record another success at Oxford.
~ R. W. BOODLE was elected to an Opeu Demyship, in

October. There were 58 candidates, of whom 5 were successful.
The annual value is £75, and extends over five years.

The Confirmation was held by the Lord Bishop of the Diocese,
in our School Chapel, on Sunday, 11th ult. There were 49 candi.
dates.

W. L. HETHERINGTON, Esq., gave two very interesting Lectures
on Light, to the members of the Natural Science Society. May
we express a hope that his example will be followed by others of
the Masters before long. The lectures combined instruction and
amusement to a great degree, the clever similes, in particular,
causing universal applause.

It seems at last that the wishes expressed by Savonarola, in our
last number, are to be accomplished. The Captain of the Games
has managed to collect the list of the Elevens for some years past,
and they are soon to be inscribed on one of the walls in the
Cloisters.

As the Cricket season is now at a close, we may as well record
the varying successes of the Eleven during the season. They have
played 11 matches, of which 7 have been won and 4 lost. The
Elevens over whom they were victorious were Mr. Goodden's
Eleven on the 16th of May; the Town on the 4th of June; the
Marchwood Rovers on the 27th of June; Past Shirburnians on
the 7th of July; the County on the 8th and 9th; Corfe on the
10th; Tiverton on the 11th of the same month; and Shaftesbury
on the 17th of September. They had to succumb to Kingston
Park on the 28th of May; to Clifton College on the 20th of June;
to the Marchwood Rovers (Return) on the 10th; and Salisbury on
the 24th of September.

r

f

"

~VERYONE has been glad to see the increased interest shown
~ in the Football games. There is no reason why the fellows
should not take as much interest in it as in Cricket, for though
the game in itself is not quite equal, yet it is quite worth while
to make it a School-game just as Cricket. The laws have been
slightly altered and will soon be i~sued with the emendations.
We rather question the efficiency of the fifteen, but there is
marked improvement in the play of many of the fellows.

The following have been the principal games played since the
commencement of the season:

Thursday, Oct. 8th. First Six v. Next Eleven. A very one
sided game, the six carrying everything before them and succeeding
in kicking three goals by Forman, Wills, and Cave.

Tuesday, 13th. First Eleven v. Next Twenty. Again the first
"eleven were victorious by three goa1s to none, notwithstanding the
great help :llfr. Price afforded the other side. They were kicked
by Forman, Hall, and Barton.

Wednesday, 14th. A given half holid[iy, at R. W. Boodle's
request. Organ v. Pulpit side of Chapel. The pulpit side was
decidedly the stronger; Hall kicked one goal for it.

Thursday, 15th. School v. School.house. Though there was
no goal kicked, the School had much the best of the game, scoring
seven touch downs, but a3 the wind was strong against them they
did not get a goal.

Tuesday, 20th. School v. Counties of Somerset, Devon, Corn
wall, and Wilts. This also was a very one-sided game, the School
having the best of it all through.
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Thursday, Oct. 22nd. Sixth v. School. The sixth was the
strongest nine, as the result showed, though it was not at first
thought so. They succeeded, however, in keeping the ball down
near their enemies goal, almost all through the game.

We have noticed especially the play of Tancock, Game, Boodle,
and Twynam, besides those who have kicked goals.

SHERBORNE SCHOOL DEBATING CLUB.

COMlJIITTEE.

At a preliminary meeting of the society, Messrs. C. Eade, J. H.
N. Barton, G. C. Cave, W. Broome, were elected, and the following
law was also passed-" That any member of the Debating Club
may be allowed to bring with him anyone member of the School."

October 8th.-Proposed, C. C. Tancock-" That early rising is
preferable to late."

THERE have been two PAPER CHASES this half, which also
seem to have created far more interest than heretofore. The first
meet was at Dorchester Turnpike, and the other at Miller's Farm.
In both, the foxes gave us a good run, but more especially in the
former. Their pace has very much improved.

F I V E S.
l

C. C. TANcocK, PJ'esident, I
L. E. UPCOTT, Vice-President,

R. W. BOODLE, Secretcw!J.

A. F. E. FORMAN,
W. B. DE WINTON.

Disraeli is

Noes.

*Fol'man
*de Winton
Hall
Eade
Barton

Noes.
*Taneoek
*Forman
Holland
Hall
Barton
Broome

Ayes.

*Taneoek
*Heatheote
*Upeott
*Tamplin

Cave
Broome

October 15th.-Proposed, R. \V. Boodle.-" That
worthy of our respect and admiration."

Ayes.

*Booclle
*Upeott

Eade
Heatheote
Cave

The Fives Matches have begun, we might almost say are half
done, for in the double only three couples remain.

Wills Heathcoto Hawkins
Game Channer Barton

The account of them will appear in our next. We are inclined
to favor the chanco of Wills and Game.

At this meeting, Messrs. H. Williams and F, J. Peter were also
elected members of the Debating Club.

An Asterisk is pJ'efi,-ced to the naiiW of ere',:; member ";)10 spoke dlwing the Debate.
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The Debating Club has, as our readers may see, recommenced;
several meetings have already been held, and there have been two
subjects for debate. Though the Society has lost some of its most
efficient members, we hope that it will still flourish and be kept up
for many years to come. Some of our readers may remember the
rather hyper-critical letter of Jupiter Tonans, a few months ago,
concerning this Society, in which the writer was very severe upon
most of the members, and thought two only worthy of praise.
These two have both left, but let us not infer from this that those
who remain are not sufficient. Time does wonders; and surely
these holidays have greatly improved our worthy president; he
must have been studying oratory in anticipatiQIl of the august
position he now holds. Our Secretary is as learned, and full of
historical parallels as ever; and the gentleman whose name stands
next in the committee, makes himself generaIJy useful, and is
always ready to take his part in a contest. We hope that the new
members will follow his example.

The first debate was rather a failure; seldom, we fear, have we
heard a poorer one, but this may be attributed to the fact that it
was extemporaneous, and no one had any opportunity of getting
up his speech, not to mention the poverty of the subject. The
next one ,vas kept up with much greater spirit, though the task
was left entirely to the four who undertook the debate; the two
sides were pretty equaIJy balanced, though the anti-Disraeli party
had the best of it when the question was put to the vote.
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