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~INCE our last number was brought out, the recent fire in the
~ studies, of which an account is given in our School News, has
destroyed all the accounts, contributions, and cash, belonging to our
:Magazine, and has left us in a somewhat difficult situation. For in
it we lost an the addresses of our subscribers; and, though we have
received the kind assistance of former ~ditors, we have had great
difficulty in getting them together again, and we are afraid that
even now our list is far from perfect. We shall therefore be much
obliged for any addresses from those who know subscribE'rs who
have not received this number: all our accounts too have been
burnt, so that we cannot tell what each subscriber o,;:es, and can
only make the general statement that few, if any, have' paid their
subscriptions beyond last July, and some not up to that time. We
must beg all subscribers to send us without deiay what they owe up
to December, that we may make a fresh start.

Our loss of literary contributions must also account for the late
appearance of our present number, which was unavoidable; indeed it
was at fin;t doubtful whether it would appear at all. However, (nil
desperandum) if Shirlmwians both past and present and particularly

the latter (whose contributions have, o~ late, become very few and
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far between) will keep us well sUPElied and pay their debts without
delay, there is no reason why our Magazine may not yet see brighter
days. It is not our intention to bring out an April number this
time, owing to the late appearance of the present one.

CRITICISM.

~LL literature rightly so called has in general one object, viz.,
~ the discovery of truth, or the communication of truth already
discovered: for anything that does not in some way or another
come under this statement is in no true sense literature, and will
never be classed as such in after-times. 'l'his striving after truth
may take an almost infinite variety of forms, as truth is infinite.
The poet and the novelist seek to discover and communicate truth
and right through the imagination, the philosopher and historian
through the intellect. But it is easier to seek for truth than
to discover it: it requires the strictest investigation and the
deepest enquiry. 'Whatever subject a man investigates and brings
his intellect to bear upon, with all his good intentions and all his
tolerance, it is impossible but that his view of the question is
influenced by the associations amongst which he has been brought
up, and which have necessarily moulded his ideas, and thus it is
necessarily one-sided to a certain extent: and the investigation of
truth is thereby impaired-and here it is that the function of
criticism is shewn.

Criticism in its true form is the expression of the view in which
the truth in the same subject appears to another mind, which has
been influenced by different modes of thought. Hence it is a
very great instrument to the right discovery of truth. It helps to
cast out the external ideas which have been introduced into the
investigation by mistake as it were, and so throw more light upon
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the unimpeded right; s~ch is criticism in its higher form, and in

theory, and as such from a certain point of view it is higher
than the more strictly created part of literature. It is doubtless
as an effort of the mind, inferior, but in its results it is often
superior. For, whilst the creative faculty sets forth new ideas, or
old ideas under a new form, and so gives the one side of the
question, the first step as it were in the discovery of truth; so the
critical faculty, acting upon what is there' already, emending it, and
separating the false from the true, throws light upon the other side,
thus making a second step nearer to the object in question, namely,
the discovery of truth. Such then in its theory is criticism, and
such in fact is true literature, as distinguished from mere writing.
Now as to its results: when this function is kept within its true
limits, and when its sole object in view is the right discernment of
truth there can be but little doubt that Its results are all good and
beneficial. It enjoys too the advantage of doing more than throw
light on its view of the question, it also helps to confine the other
side of the question more within the limits of accuracy and fact.
There is no greater incentive to careful investigation of each several
allegation or demonstration by a writer thatl a knowledge that all his
statements, and all his arguments will, if worth considering for a
moment, be thoroughly investigated and examined-for he knows
that if he can be proved deliberately, from culpable negligence or
ignorance, to have misstated a fact or wrongly deduced a conclusion,
all the other facts or conclusions in his book will be suspected or
passed by unheeded. There is another point in which the value,
nay, the positive need of careful criticism, is she,m. The present
time may be said to be preeminently a time of literary activity ;
books on almost every conceivable subject are multiplying each day
progressively-and it is impossible but that a very small proportion
on each subject should be read; hence criticism, if entrusted to a
mind accurate, talented and trustworthy, whose view on a subject
we can consent to take under certain restrictions, performs the
part of an index; it shews us what are the good points in a book

and what are the bad, and whether the good points predominate to
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such an extent that the discernment of trnth is advrmced by a
perusal of it; it acts in fact with regard to books as censor mornm

with regard to men.
But we have assumed throughout that criticism keeps to its

trne object, that the critic is sincere in his desire for truth, and
more than this that he is intellectually capable of discerning it and
communicating it to others. But we must also remember that in
actual fact as all writing is not trne literature (or indeed a great
part of it) so all that professes to be criticism is not trnly so. It
is much mere easy to find errors in work that has been done than
to make work oneself, it is easier to be a eritic than a writer; that
is to say a critic in the sense of one who criticises: and moreover
it is an instrument of power which when wielded by an inexperienced
or perverted mind, may do a vast amount of harm. Liberty of
investigation and expression may and often does degenerate into
licence, while at the same time it escapes detection from a casual
observer. An uneducated or unprincipled mind may easily seek
notoriety or gain by opposing or abusing what in reality is all good,
and all strictly instrumental to the grand aim of literature; it may
by its influence on minds which are accustomed to be led and
easily moulded, if unchecked and uncorrected, succeed in suppress
ing what is good, and thereby bringing in greater power what is
bad. It may deter the timid, self-conscious thinker from venturing
to add his valuable aid to the discernment of truth by the fears of
the unkind, unfair motives it may assign or the accusations it may
bring. And so, finally, good criticism acts as an authority to a certain
extent in pointing out to us what books out of the many a searcher
after truth and right should investigate and use, and what it may
use a perverted criticism will evidently have the power (so long as it
manages to deceive us as to its character) of hiding the good and the
noble from us and bringing before us more prominently the bad, and
erroneous, and by this means succeed in retarding not aiding the
investigation of truth.

T. C.
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FRIENDSHIP.

~OT every one on earth can claim
~ The name of friend, that sacred name.
Not he who in the sunny hours
Stays with thee like the summer flowers:
But leaves thee when the wintry showers

Have come again.

Not he who says" My dearest friend,"
Whose protestations never end,
Until his hand you gently take
And beg some sacrifice he'll make:
His love to that for }'our dear sake,

Does not extend.

But he whose every look doth tell
The secret that he loves thee well,
To whom thy sorrows make thee dear,
To tell thy faults, he doth not fear:
And not the snows of many a year,

His love can quell.

May such a friend to me be given,
Whose love by only death is riven;
And when upon this sinful shore,
My friend and I, we meet no more,
We'll meet upon a happier shore:

We'll meet in heaven.

J.
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PRACTICAL JOKING IN THE NINETEENTH

CENTURY.

~.I,LMOST every body seems to have a sort of love of practical
&J,'-~l';

W!) joking, school-boys more than any, and when not carried too
far they often cause very good fun.

Well do I remember sending fellows at school envelopes by post,
stuffed full of their own old exercises, and not bearing Her Majesty's
ensemblance in the corner; and a great joke it was to see the
fellows' faces after paying twopence for the postage and finding, not
alas! a long and interesting epistle from some dear friend, but some
old Latin prose or French tmnslation of which they, no doubt,
hated the sight most cordially. Once I remember an out-house
fellow was expecting some money from home, and two of us finding
his letter waiting for him to come up from school, managed
to squeeze a fltrthing into it and then wrote on the outside
" Registered Sd." Scarcely had we blotted and replaced the letter
on the mantel-piece where our letters were always displayed to
view, when in came the fellow and joyfully seized on his 'money
letter, but to his no small chagrin soon found it a hoax.

On the first of April, too, it was a good joke to stick notices of
various kinds on the school gates, made to look as if they bore

some interesting news about' Football' or 'The Races', but instead
of the dread and mighty signature of the Captain of the School
Games, appeared the oft-repeated words "Oh! you April fool!"
and great was the merriment among us, then smaller boys, if a
master could be deluded into reading it, and many were the
titterings at a respectful distance.

Apple-pie beds used to be capital fun. One case I remember was
particularly amusing. A boy had come up to bed rather late and
when he had taken off his coat, we managed to keep him from
undressing any further by various means, relying on his jumping
into bed, clothes and all, as soon as he heard the master's step,
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coming 'round to see if the lights were out, not thinking of the
trap we had set for him.

Suddenly the master was heard at the door; in something less
than a second, the boy had tumbled, clothes and all, not quite
into bed, for do what he would he could not get rid of the apple-pie,
nor could he kick his feet through the sheets, and so before he
could help himself he was caught..

There was a good-though certainly not a charitable-practical
joke played off in London a few years ago, which, at the risk of
some Shirburnians having heard, I will here narrate.

In one of the quietest streets of the Metropolis, there lived a poor
widow, whose house, at the time the joke was played, was a picture of
quiet and neatness. Two friends were passing this house and one
of them remarked on its quietude. The other, whose name was
H---, quietly said "I '11 bet you that within a week this house,
quiet as it now seems, will be the noisiest house in London." The
bet was taken, and the two friends separated for their homes.
H-- purchased some reams of note paper, and having obtained a
Directory, settled himself down all night, writing orders to variou'!
trade.smen in London to bring their different goods, etc., at the same
time of the same day, to the quiet little house in the quiet little
street. In this street a lodging was to be had, and the next day
H--, his friend, 3nd another staunch and tmsty ally entered into
possession of it.

On the day named in the various orders written by H--, and
punctually at 10 a.m., a grand funeral drew up before the widow's
house. The widow, who came to the door, was vainly endeavouring
to persuade the driver of the hearse that he had come to the wrong
house, when half-a-dozen carriages, drawn by spanking greys, dashed
up to the door, and the black plumes of the hearse formed a
striking contrast to the gay postilions. Hardly had they arrived,
when grocers' carts, furniture vans, butchers' traps, pianoforte vans,
waggon loads of various things, cabs, hansoms, brass bands, and
numerous other vehicles began to arrive. 110re and more came, und

the mob which will so soon form in any part of London, were
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speedily attracted to the spot. Dire was the confusion. The people
who had come began to find out that they had been hoaxed, but

others coming and the crowd pouring in as well, prevented their
departure. Vans and carriages were smashed, waggons of tempting,
provisions were upset and the mob poured in to devour them.
Certainly that was the noisiest street in London that day; and it
was not till late in the evening that all the goods had been romoved.

Many were the imprecations against the person or persons
unknown who had hoaxed them all, and lots of people would have
given their ears to catch him. B:.lt H--'s friends were staunch
and it was not till long after his death that he was known to be the
perpetrator of the fun (1)

A rather good practical joke was once played on an old gentleman
of a somewhat irascible temper3ment.

Two land surveyor's students, while on a holiday, started off with
chains, offset, and tape, right across his private pleasure grounds
and park, under pretence of measuring for a railway. The old
gentleman, who had only just recovered from a violent attack of

the gout, which never seems to improve the temper, was highly
enraged at anyone daring to enter his sanctum sanctorum, and
started his two gardeners to turn off the trespassers. In the course
of five minutes they returned with the pleasing information that
the trespassers were snrveyors for the Railway Company,
who proposed to run a branch through his estate. Down goes the
old gentleman trying hard to keep from bursting forth into a
terrible passion, but he accosted them most blandly, and after
various propositions with regard to the new line, and recommending
the other side of a valley which was beyond his estate, he asked
them to come and dine with him and talk it over. The two 'sur
veyors' did not need much pressing, and were soon sitting down. to
a capital dinner, to which they did ample justice. Over their wine,
the old gentleman found them most affable and ready to fall in with

his wishes, and he was beginning to congratulate himself on the
case with which he had come round them, when one of them rose
.und made an elabOrate speech to their host, thanking him for his
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reception of them, and wishing him and his house all prosperity,

but gravely informing him that he had been beautifully hoaxed, as
no railway company had any more thoughts of making a branch
through his grounds than of flying. The two then took their hats
and left, before the other had time to recover himself. The old
gentleman was afraid to make the matter public, as he did not like
the idea of appearing ridiculous.

In the town of W--ter, not long since, three gentlemen, a
lawyer, a doctor, and a parson (I blush to say it), were engaged in
playing cards and drinking gin till the late hour of 5.30 a.m. The
conversation had turned to religious subjects, and the parson, who
had had as much as was good for him, was expressing his readiness
to a Christian resignation, when the door opened and a tall figure,
black as soot, entered, and in a hoarse voice said-words long after
remembered by the trio-" Be you ready for oi~" The parson dashed
up the back stairs in ~ terrible funk, the doctor sank on his knees

on the floor, and the lawyer stood alone facing the interloper.
Suddenly a beam of recognition darted across his face, "Why,
Josiah, is that you, what's all this about, eh ~" ""Vhoy, zur," was
the reply, "the 'ouskipper sent oi down the 'ous kay last night and
told oi to come and swip the chimbley fust thing i' the marning.
Be you ready~" T~is explained all, the figure, black as soot, was
Josiah Noakes, a well-known character of chimney-sweep; and the
lawyer burst into a hearty fit of laughter. Ever since, "Be you
ready for oi ~", has been a standing joke against the doctor and the
parson.

This story was told me as a fact, but I should hardly like to
vouch for the truth of it.

A master of a Cambridge College, a clever man and one of those
people who know something of nearly every subject, was an object
of emulation to several of his friends. One day, two men who were
going to dine, wishing to 'take him down a peg,' carefully got up
an article on Chinese Music, which one of them had seen in
Blackwood's Magazine. After dinner, one of them asked, "Do you

know much of Chinese Music~" "Well," was the reply, "It is a
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subject about which so little is known that I am afraid to venture
an opinion upon it." This speech told, and the two immediately

launched forth into a long-winded account of it. When they had
entirely exhausted all they had to say on the subject, and one of
them, with an extremely self-satisfied air, had wound up with quite
an elegant piece of English (borrowed nevertheless from the Mag
azine), --- turned round and quietly said, "Oh, I think you
must have been reading my article in Blackwood's Magazine."

Two friends of mine who were lodging in Yeovil, were perpetually
annoyed by the chaff of a small 'cad' who worked at a stable-yard
opposite their house. One of them was the owner of a strong gal
vanic battery, so one day, wishing to pay the small boy off, they
attached each or'the brass handles to a long copper wire, and then
watching their time, just as the boy was approaching, threw the
handles on the ground, underneath their window. The boy was
sauntering lazili along with his hands in his pockets and whistling
"Paddle your own Canoe," when suddenly he spied something bright
on the ground and picked up one handle ill his right hand and then
the other in his left, just as he was wanted to do. One of my friends
who was watching at the window said" Now," and immediately the
other turned on the electric current with full force. The result
may be easily imagined; the boy screamed and roared, and danced
about, but had not seuse enough to put the two handles together,
and my friends let him have a good long spell of shocks to his
nervous system before they broke it, when he at once let the things
drop and made off, and he never annoyed them any more.

I certainly do not agree with people who say that practical jokes
are always bad; indeed I think some are very good fun; and though
I cannot see the joke of making a blind man walk into a ditch and
laughing at him, yet I think such jokes as the last one not only
harmless but even useful.

G.G.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Dear Mr. Editor,
I think some apology is necessary for tresspassing

011 your pages, with the old, old complaint, which has so often
appeared in them and yet never been answered. Another fire, and
no engine of our own. Yet when we consider the advantages to
be gained, some attempt you will agree, ought soon to be made.
Not only will we confer a benefit on the unfortunate persons, whose
property is at stake, by our prompt attendance on the spot with a
good engine and well regulated brigade, (both of which are alas
generally wanting to the so-called town firemen,) but practising
with the engine will afford a useful occupation not to say amuse
ment to boys, some of whom would otherwise have nothing to do.
Surely there would be no lack of candi~ates from whom those best
fitted could be chosen by a Committee. Once a fortnight would be
often enough for practice, which in summer could be turned to
effect by watering the Cricket Field. As for funds there would or
ought not to be a fellow who would not assist to the best of his
power. Hoping that oft reiterated appeal may at last meet with a

practical answer from your readers.
I remain, Yours &c.,

A.Z.

Dear Mr. Editor,
Once more let me call to your notice a subject

which has often been touched upon before, but has never had that
notice paid to it which it certainly has a right to expect. .The
subject to which I allude is a Fire Engine; within the last month
we have had another Fire in our studies; the town engines certainly
behaved better on that occasion than they have on previous
ones, but still there was not that order and discipline visible, with
Qut which nothing of the kind can work well. If we had a brigade
and engine of our own then every one would know hi> own place,

and be able to render valuable and effective assistance, without all
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that shouting and confusion that always take place. Surely outof
our number there ought to be found enough competent fellows who

would be willing to come forward and contribute what they could
to the necessary amount; and if the thing was well kept up, in
time fellows would be quite as ambitious to form one of the
brigade as to be a member of the Eleven or Sixth; and now

apologising for taking up so much of your valuable space,
Believe me, Dear Mr. Editor,

Yours sincerely,
EXTINGUISHER.

Dear Sir,
Now that the time for holding the races is draWing

nigh, I wish to say a few words about 'training' as carried on at
K. S. S. As a general rule there are not more than half-a-dozen
fellows who really train. The mass of them, under the idea that
they are training, first go down to the field on an afternoon, run
about hard all the time, and then (1 suppose to further carry out
the idea) employ themselves in munching hot cakes, yclept sixpen
nies, and other heavy food, which, to say the least, is not training,
but, on the contrary, very injurious to health. Now I don't mean
to write at length what is good and what is not good for training,
but my aim is to try and induce Sherborne fellows to train more
than they usually do for the sports, for surely the handsome prizes
that are generally given ought to induce them to train. But if any

one should think the contrary, he ought in my opinion to do it that
he may help in raising the standard of the races. Each and every
one should try, both individually and collectively, to have the races
run in better time than some of them are often done in.

Hoping this letter may at least induce a few, if not many, to do
so, I remain, Yours, &c.,

CURSOR.

Bye the bye, if anyone wants to get a book to assist him in
training, 1 recommend him "Modern Athletics," which can be got
anywhere for the sum of one shilling.



FIVES MATCHES.

Addison
H. Whitehead
Pulling
Whiteley
Stephenson
1>!oore

beat

bev,t BelIewSmith

Warry beat Cox
Wallington Edwards
Seweil J. deWinton

Cox
Edwards
Wallington "
Sewell
Ashworth
J. deWinton "I

I

Warry

SeweIl I Game, odd
Game beat Warry

Weir
BelIew
Ashworth

C. Whitehead
Fortescue
Williams
P. Ashworth
A. deWinton
E. deWinton

"

"

Fowrth Rounci i
Warry beat

Finf1l Rounci :

Round jor 2nd:
Smith beat

As was generally expected the Single Fives matches resulted ill a
victory for W. H. Game, though we were much disappointed by the
'Very poor fight made by E. Smith and H. Bellew, neither of whom
played in anything like their usual form. In the Senior matches
in the first round, Addison gave Cox a great deal of trouble before
he could be practically persuaded that he was not the better man
of the two; the same remark applies also to Edwards and H.
Whitehead. In the second round the only games that excited
much interest were those between Sewell and J. deWinton ; the
latter making a most determined resistance, though eventually he
had to succumb. In the third round the best games of the
whole matches were played between Warry and Wallington, both
of whom have greatly improved during the last season; it was
impossible to tell which would prove victorious, for in the third
game the score stood" game ball all"; at last Warry succeeded in
getting up a game ball and finally he won the round. Smith was
challenged by Bellew for the Second Prize; and though the latter
;made a very good fight of it, he had to give in to Smith's scientific
play. Subjoined are the rounds:

First Rounci :
Weir beat
Game
Twynam "
Warry
Smith
Bellew

Seconci Rouoo :
Smith beat
Game
Twynam

Thirci Rouoo :
Seweil beat Twynam I Game beat Smith

Warry beat Wallington
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Gill

Hole
Norman
Peren
Rigden
Hall
Upcott

"

"

"
"

"
boat Mant

" Genn
" Chaffey

beat

Weir
Hughes
Taylor

Weir
Hughes
Genn
Taylor
Lynch
Chaffey

I
I

IBewes.
Game
Lynch

Twynam
Bcott
Paley
Churchill
James
Tanner

"
"

"

"
"

In the Junior matches, nnlike the Senior, the favorite, E. Weir,
did not realize the opinions which had been formed of him'; he

certainly did not play in such good form as we have seen him;
while his opponent, Louch, was evidently" on his day." In the
first round there were no very exciting games except those between
Louch and Scott; the latter of whom made a very good stand.
The second round witnessed a very strong opposition offered by
W. Game, who has greatly improved since last season, to Louch, but
in the third game with the score at 'game ball all' he was vangnished.
Louch deserves the highest praise for the indefatigable way in
which he has persevered in practising this season, and certainly
deserved the reward he has met with.

Weir declined playing for second prize; and Gill after beating
Game was declared the winner.

Subjoined is the score:
First Round:

Gill beat
Louch
Fletcher
Mant
Bewes
Game

Second Round:
Gill beat
Louch
Fletcher

Third Round:
Taylor boat Fletcher I Louch

Weir beat Hughes

Fourth RouncZ:
Louch beat

Final Round :.

Round for 2nd:

Taylor Weir, odd
Louch beat Woir

Gill "Game



151

FOOTBALL.

Jan. 4th and 8th.-Sixth v. the School. In this game the Sixth
made a most determined opposition, but were far outnumbered by
the School who also had the valuable assistance of H. Twynam, Esq.
The School obtained three goals (two by Twynam and one by J.
deWinton) to their adversaries two, by Game and C. Whitehead.

Jan. 11th and 15th.-The First Ten v. the School. The Ten
played heroically but were obliged to put up with a defeat, as the
School mustered in full force; they obtained three goals, (all by
Twynam,) to their opponents two (by Game and Broadmead.)

Jan. 22nd and 23rd.-The Organ v. the Pulpit side of the Chapel.
This game resulted in a victory for the Pulpit side, notwithstand
ing the vigorous efforts of their opponents, who were specially
strong upon the first day; the winners obtained five goals (three
by Game and one by both L. Peter and C. Whitehead,) to their
adversaries two (by Twynam.)

On Saturday, Jan. 18th, there was a Paper Chase, the meet being
at the Westbury Bridge; the foxes were H. W. Andrew, T. Shettle,
and C. Beddoes. After an hour and a half's run the foxes found
themselves so hard pressed that they separated; Shettle and
Beddoes were caught by H. T. 'l'wynam Esq., and Game; but
Andrew, by taking a shelter in a neighbouring thicket. escaped.
The only hounds who were in at the death were, Williams, Leggatt,
Pothecary, and G. Twynam; all of whom ran extremely well.

On Thursday, Dec. 22nd, was played our annual Past v. Present
Football match. Owing to the fact that the ground was covered
with a layer of frozen snow the running of the players was greatly
impeded; but despite this great disadvantage the game was kept
up by both sides with unflagging vigour; though the Present,
owing to their better training had slightly the best of it throughout.
The first important point gained by either side was a touch down for

the Present by Williams, but he failed to kick the goal; shortly after
this J. P. deWinton succeeded in effecting a change of goals, by a
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difficult place kick. After the change the Past obtained two touches,
by C. C. Tancock and C. Eade; the latter of which resulted in

a goal by Forman. After some very sharp play, J ones for the
Present, by a very fine run, carried the ball almost under the
enemies posts; and upon rolling it out, Game scored another goal
for the home team; which was at first disputed, but ultimately
decided in their favour; the Present thus obtaining a very hard
fought victory.

Subjoined is the list of the players:
THE PAST.

H. P. Price, A. P. Badcock, P. P. Easton, A. Mouro, E. L. Tuson,
W. C. Perry, H. Powys, A. Forman, C. C. Tancock, L. E. Upcott,
J. C. Heathcote, E. S. Hall, W. Broome, J. Peter, C. Eade, and
C. Cameron.

THE PRESENT.

W. H. Game, H. W. Andrew, H. Williams, D. Jones, W. K.
Weir, L. Peter, A. deWinton, A. Adams, H. Walsh, C. 'Vhitehead,
H. Whitehead, J. Price, T. Peter, E. deWinton, J. deWinton,
C. Whiteley.

THE RACES.

The following is the order of the Races:

FIRST DAY.

Throwing the Cricket Ball, for all under 15.
Hurdle Race of 300 yards, over 12 flights.
Flat Race of 300 yards, for all under 14.
Broad Jump.
Flat Race of 100 yards, for all under 15.
Hurdle Race of 200 yards, over 8 flights, for all under 16.
Flat Race Handicap of 400 yards.
High Jump, for all under 15.
Flat Race of 200 yards, for the Preparatory School.
Flat Race of Half-a-mile.
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SECOND DAY.

Hurdle Race of 200 yardg, over 16 flights.
Throwing the Cricket Ball.
Flat Race of 440 yards, for all under 16.
High Jump.
Flat Race of 100 yards.
Flat Race of Half-a-mile, for all under 15.
Flat Race of 200 yards, for all under 13.
Hurdle Race of 120 yards, over 12 flights.
Flat Race of 200 yards, for" Old Shirburnians."
Flat Race of One Mile.
Consolation Stakes of 200 yards, for all under 15.
Consolation Stakes of 200 yards.

SCHOOL NEWS.
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We are happy to be able to announce two successes gained at·
Oxford since the publication of our last number. W. C. Perry and
E. T. Gibbons have been both placed in the first class by the Clas
sical Moderators for the Michaelmas Examination. We have also
another success to announce of a different kind, but still no less a
success: E. C. Malan has for some time been successfully tried as
No. 4 oar in the Oxford University Eight of this year, and in all
probability will take part in the race against Cambridge on the
first of April. This much coveted honour we have not enjoyed
since E. F. Henley rowed in the Oxford crew in 1865 and 1866.

The Bishop of the Diocese will hold a Confirmation in the School
Chapel on Saturday, the 25th of March. The number of the

candidates is 41.
The Races are fixed for Wednesday and Thursday, the 29th and

30th of March. Their order will be found elsewhere in our pages.
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We have to regret the loss of one of our classical Masters, the
Rev. W. J. K. Little, who left us at the end of last half-year. His

place has been supplied by J. Kennedy, Esq., Fellow of King's
College, Cambridge. T. R. Sterndale Bennet, scholar of S. John's
College, Cambridge, has also been em-oIled among our Mathematical
masters.

On Friday morning, the 3rd of February, the school studies were
discovered to be on fire. The engines were immediately procured,
and though the supply of water was not very good, the fire was
soon got under. Two studies only, the largest however in the
building, were completely burnt. ' Although all property was saved
out of five of the others, they were so much damaged by the water
and the falling in of the roofupon them, as to be uninhabitable: the
rest are occupied as usual. One of our masters, W. L. Hetherington,
Esq., who was sleeping in the studies, although not in immediate
danger, was compelled to make his exit through his window, as the
smoke and the steam issuing from a jet in the hot water pipes,
rendered his descending by the stairs impossible. As a good many
of our readers were present at, or, at any rate, saw the effect of the
former fire in the studies in 1866, we cannot describe the present
one better than by saying that it was exactly the part that was not
burnt then that has suffered this time. The damage is estimated
at about £200; all is fully insured.

The meeting of Head-masters of Schools was held here on
December 28th and 29th, 1870, in accordance with a resolution
passed at Uppingham, on December 22nd, 1869.

The Head-masters of the following Schools were present:
Beaumaris, Blackheath College, Bromsgrove, Bury S. Edmunds,

Canterbury, Cheltenham College, Christ's Hospital, City of London,
Clifton College, Dulwich College, Durham, Epsom College, Felstead,
Guernsey (Queen Elizabeth's College), Guildford, Highgate, Ipswich,
Isle of Man (King William'sCollege), Jersey (Victoria College),
Lancing College, Magdalen College School, Malvern College, Norwich,
Richmond (Yorkshire), Rossall, Ruthin, Sherborne, Shrewsbury,
Tiverton, Tonbridge, Uppingham, Wimborne, Winchester, and York.
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At the request of Mr. Harper, Mr. Roby, Secretary of the Endowed
Schools Commission, was present.

The Head-masters of the following Schools also were invited, but
were unable to attend, viz.: Harrow, Marlborough, Wellington Col
lege, Manchester, Charterhouse, Liverpool College, Brighton College,
Repton, Bedford, Berkhampstead, Bristol, Lancaster, Gloucester,
and Worcester.

The chief resolutions passed were,
"That a Committee of six Head.masters be elected to represent School

views, interests, and principles, for the year, with power to co·opt three other
Head.masters."

In accordance with which the following Committee was elected:
Dr. RIDDING, Head·master of. Winchester College, (Ohairman.)
Dr. HORNBY, Head.master of Eton College.
Dr. BUTLER, Head·master of Harrow.
Dr. PEARS, Head.master of Repton.
Mr. JEx.BLAKE, Principal of Cheltenham College.
1\fr. PERCIVAL, Head.master of Clifton College.
Mr. THRING, Head.master of Uppingham.
Mr. ABBOTT, Head.master of City of London School.
Mr. HARPER, Head·master of Sherborne.

" That this meeting is of opinion that the system of Latin pronunciation
prevalent in England is unsatisfactory."

"That the Latin professors at the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge
be invited to draw up and issue a joint paper to secure uniformity in any
change contemplated."

"That this meeting urges respectfully upon the Universities that the
entrance to the Universities should be secured, not by a College or Private, but
by an University or Public Examination, called Matriculation Examination."

"That the Committee be instructed to work with Government heartily
in facilitating the advance of boys to higher Schools."

" That in the opinion of this meeting boys of Primary and other Lower
Schools elected to Exhibitions at those Schools shonld be at liberty to take
their Exhibitions to any Higher School they like to select."

"That it is undesirable by general legislation to banish Greek or any
special subject from any grade of SchooL"

A. M. Curteis, Esq., and Rev. O. "\V. Tancock, acted as secretaries.
The next meeting, at the invitation of Dr. Dyne, was fixed for

Highgate, on December 28th, 1871.

•
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THE DEBATING CLUB.

COMMITTEE•

.A.. J. deWINToN, President,
J. 'fANNER, Vice.President,
C. WHITEHEAD, Secretary,

A • .!.DAMS,
W.H. GAME,
H. WHITEHEAD.

Feb. 2lst.-At a preliminary meeting of the club, Messrs. Peter,
Iremonger, and Cattley, were duly elected members.

Feb. 23rd.-Proposed, :M. S. Crawford... " That a Republic would
be the best form of Government for France."

Aye3.

*Crawford
"*Game
*.A.dams
*H.Whitehead
*Williams
*Warry
Walsh
Cattley

Noes.
*C.Whitehead
*Hancock
*deWinton
Peter
E. Tanner

:March 2nd....Proposed W. H. Game... " That fox.hunting is a
disgrace to the country."

Ayes.

*Game
*Crawford
*J. Tanner
*deWinton

Venn
Warry

Noes.

*H.Whitehead
*0.Whitehead
*Watson
*E. Tanner
Cattley
Hancock

Noes.
*0.Whitehead
*Warry
*H.Whitehead
*Eastment

Rancock
Tanner
Watkins

,"

March 7th.-Proposed, W. H. Game ..." That Public Houses
ought to be shut on Sundays."

Ayes.

*Game
*Crawford
*deWinton
*Peter
Tanner
Venn
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No contribution will be inserted which is not the bona fide
production of some one who is, or has been, a member of the School.

No anonymous contributions will be accepted: but the full name
must be enclosed in a sealed envelope, which will not be opened if
the article be rejected.

I

If an article is to be continued in successive numbers, the whole
is to be sent in at once. .

N.B.-No contributions will be returned.

Declined with thanks-Cl The Fire:'

Reserved for further consideration-Cl~ Dream."

Arrived too late for insertion-A letter from Cl Oxoniensis,"
which will appear in our next.

Oontributors arc requested to write legibly, and only on one side

of the paper.
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