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~HE old maxim of "well begun is half done" m3Y be varied
~ in the case of certain transactions into "begun is half
done." This at least seems to be so in the case of writing an
article, for of this problem the most difficult part to solve very
often is-how to begin.

It is all very well when you are writing a letter; the stereotyped:
beginning" My dear so and so, I" at once opens the floodgates to
a torrent of egotistical and other reflections sometimes more
numerous than necessary. But when there is no stereotyped
beginning available, and when you have got to form one of your
own, it is quite a different matter. It would be an interesting
thing to know how many articles have not been written for the
Shirburnian from this cause alone. Letters of all sort':! and kinds
appear in its columns, but articles are few and far between, and
unfortunate editors are often compelled at the last moment to tax
their brains in order to supply a leader. When walking along the
street at a high rate of speed, thoughts fly through the brains and
you imagine yourself writing a fine article which shall astonish the
present and past occupants of the Alma Mater, and set them all
wondering who the writer can be. But come in from your walk
and set yourself down at your desk, "with all appliances and

means to boot," and a sort of dense feeling comes over you"
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and every idea seems gone. It would be easy enough if you could
only plunge into the middle of your article, but to begin!

This feeling brings the vis inertim to bear, and if you are not of a
persevering turn of mind, after a few ineffectual scribbles, a
slaughter of the innocents probably takes place, or. the dull god

wakes up, and your struggles are continued in dreamland.

It is certainly very annoying to see your article floating in the

air and yet have it nipped in the bud; but there is after all the

consolation that there is no absolute necessity to write at all, and
nobody but yourself knows anything about your unsuccessful efforts.

This last resort for the ordinary writer is, however, not always
available for an editor. His case is a most unenviable one if never
having composed anything voluntarily, and never having been

compelled to write an essay, he suddenly finds himself in the

position of an editor left in the lurch by his correspondents. He

cannot now take refuge in a slaughter of the innocents-a creature

of some kind must be produced. His first essay, whatever merits

it may possess, is sure to appear to be a stilted production, but all

the same, he has to appear before a eaptious public" with all his
imperfections on his head," and appear he must. Now would be

the chance for some Otho de Scribbly if he only knew it. Good,
bad, or indifferent, his effusion would find a place inside this time

instead of outside; but evenhe fails now. Had he but had patience

for one more attempt he would have attained the object of his

ambition, and the tortured editor would have blessed his poor efforts.

Subscribers to the Shirburnian do not think much of the troubles

of such an unfortunate individual, and it is to be feared th~t if only
they knew of his difficulties with nine out of ten the curiosity of
seeing what his attempt would prove would overcome the generous
impulse of trying to help him. No doubt it is good for him thus

to be left alone, as it will in all probability teach him the rudiments
of a very useful lesson ; but there is a lesson to be learnt by the
generous subscriber no less useful to him. What if he discovers

for the first time that he has the faculty of writing, and turns his

discovery to good use in the lean days of the future 1
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LODGINGS AT THE SEA-SIDE.

~lIERE is no doubt but that we Britons, if not always good

~ sailors, are at rmy rate fond of the sea: witness the crowds
who pour from the excursion train whose destination was the sea.
To myself, a breath of sea-breeze is more exhilarating than cham

pagne; and to talk of the sea when I am inland--not OL.ly when
surr.:mnded by dusty lanes or peat-reflecting walls, but even on

breezy downs or shady lawns-to talk of the sea is to make me
draw a deep inspiration of longing. At any rate some such desire

ran as an under-current through a prolonged, not holiday, but
workless time, which fell to my lot in the- summer of-something

less than a hundred years ago. I had gone hither and thither; one

friend and another had welcomed; some of the beauties of this

county and of that had been gazed upon; everywhere the heat had
been intense; yet, save a few hours now and then, we Southrons

are never very far from the edge of our island, or a whiff when
passing over some hill where the air is refreshed by the nearer sea·

-breezes; save such transient tastes and glimpses and peeps, the sea

was with me but a thing of memory and desire. To the sea I must
go. :My lungs pant to be iodized; my limbs long to be soaked in

brine. And if I could but swim one stroke more than last years'

experience I-in the past ages we had no swimming bath at Sher

borne.
But where to go 7 It was aIt the world before us, where to

choose; all, only it must be coast; and, not only so, but breezy;
such a place as Dawlish would never do; Ventnor too hot, and
Bournemouth too relaxing. To dip is something j to br.eathe is

almost more. I have it j I know a place; 'tis quiet, for, mirabile

dictu, it is eleven miles from a railway station; it is not too large:

the bathing is good, and this is necessary not only for pleasure but

also as a matter of health to one who is to make np a party with

my wife and myself-Miss S. is a connexion of the latter.
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There is at Whitestone-so we will call the place-more than
one friend of ours, resident or stopping. I will write to one and

ask him to look me out a shelter: "Let it be near enough to the
sea to be breezy; yet not making too great a demand npon my
pocket." No anS"Ner. At length: "The place is full." Another
wri.tes: "I know of lodgings-the usual lodgers are about to leave
them for a while-they are small j there is a sitting-room which
opens out on a small garden, its door indeed is the frout door, yet
it is large enough for a party of three; there is a bedroom, and a
small room which might serve as bedroom for :Miss S., or there is a
room in the next house which she could have; the rent is so-and-so:
direct to Mrs. A., 'Vest View." " Just the thing," we all exclaimed,
as we sat in solemn conclave in the dining-room of the rectory
where I was then staying. "And I think," I added, "from my
recollection of the place, that if West View, then the place will
just face the sea; perhaps it is the very house-a wee one-where
some of Mr. G.'s party used to put up," nami.ng the friend to whom
I had written. " Ah! that would be near the sea and the bathing
machines" exclaimed my brine-desiring wife. We all agree it will
do; I write; the lodgings are engaged; groceries are laid in; we
pack; we are off.

What a pleasant morning journey by rail; a trifle hot, but the
soon-to-be·inhaled breezes saem already to enable us "requam .•.
servare mentem rebus in igneis." There is something wrong in my
quotation, is there not 1 A carriage is ready to take us the afore
said eleven miles j and a pleasant break in the drive is made by an
hour's halt to wander over over the ruins of the old castle which
used to guard the route. And now over the top of the hill a
glimpse of the sea is snatched; up the opening of the valley the
air begins to come more freely; as we wind in our descent both
eyes and lungs enjoy the earnest of the fuller feast in store.

I suppose few towns-towns at least which are of sufficient
importance to have a post-office, a bank, a grand hotel, &c.--have
narrower, more steep or winding streets; but, as we lumber down,
our impatient expectation outruns the distance; we reach the post-
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office and there is the bulk of ollr luggage, which had gone by 'bus,
in a pile on the pavement. I quietly-with ill-suppressed excite
ment-ask the by-standing porters, "Will you kindly bring those
things on to \Vest View, to :Mrs. A's." "But we've tried all along
the shore and it isn't there," is the answer which takes us three all
aback. " Not on the shore I" " No, and we've carried all these
things to Mr. G's., and he don't know." However the grocer and
postmaster tells us, "You'll find it further up the street; not
stright up, you'll have to turn just-but these men will show you."
Sorely against the grain we give the word to retrace our steps up
the hill; up the hill we go, and up, and even further from the sea;
we know not how much further we shall have to climb. At last:
"It is up there." " Up there! and that house 1" "Oh, that is
three houses." We tried to laugh; the ladies mount the narrow
way, yet steeper than the street. I remain to see the things
brought on. How it befell them I knew not; I could only hope
that things were better than they looked. When I too arrive, the
wife is prostrate. " Is this the room 1" she said. "Yes, and a very
good one too," responded the ancient landlady, "but you be hot
and tired "-meaning I suppose "you are out of temper, or you
would see the convenience of the place." :Miss S. and myself can
do nothing but laugh, a horrid hollow laugh, at the size, or rather
lack thereof, of the room; the numberless ornaments (1) which
covered every available resting-place; that stuffed and ghastly dog;
where are we to put our own work-a-day things 1 She throws her
self upon the sofa to take a further reconnaissance. " Take care
}Jlease not to tumble the white table-cloth, it is under the pillow,"
cries out the old lady of the house; amused, yet careful not to
offend in a similar manner, I sit down in the easy chair; not quietly
however, for the springs, or the machinery which does dnty for
such, are discordantly musical; startled by the noise I spring up :
" Please be very careful for the chair not to touch the chain of the
clock," again breaks in the landlady, now preparing the tea-table.
When she is gone, and things have somewhat settled themselves,

we have leisure to survey the surroundings a little more closely.

J
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Not to describe all the (in)convenience in the arrangements of our

residence, we look at the garden; it is. true the front door opens

into it; it is certainly not a large garden; what there is is divided

equally by small straight paths into three, so that each portion of
the row-West View that is to say-may have a narrow strip.

There were gooseberries and potatoes in each; one ambitiously has

a flower, perhaps two. But--and what a but-these cultivated plots
rise upwards from the door, and then to bound their narrow distance,

a wall high and of stone; beyond another garden rises yet again. How
jealous must the designer of these several premises have been lest
too much air should 'disturb the dust! And we came here to

breathe!
We go in. " How hot this room is." "How could so small a

place be otherwise." "Do open the window." I try; plants fill

up the window-sill; I am about to adjust them to allow the case
ment to be moved: "Ah, sir"-it is the ubiquitous ever-watchful
landlady-Cl I never move them plants, the window can't be opened"

-RB. when she is gone I surreptitiously manage to obtain an inch
of air-Cl but you can have the door open as much as you like."
1Ne have it. "I am afmid, lIiss, when the door is open the kitchen

smokes." What are we to do 1 If we are to catch our air-I think

I remember some such proverb-before we consume it, what are we
to breathe here I wonder. I leave-a cowardly thing to do-the

ladies in their sorry plight; "I am going to my dressing-room"

the little room upstairs-Cl to unpack my things." With the action

of a burglar, I take a huge geranium from that window, carry it

safely.down-where is the old lady 1-into the garden, and deposit
it, hidden, amongst the gooseberry bushes; then up again, and now
for one open window at the least; it is accomplished; for the first

time for months that window serves another purpose besides that of
admitting light. The air, doubtless, from the back of the house

may have been purer, yet 'tis cool. In the strength of that air I

put myself to rights. No drawers! theu I must leave my port·
manteau open on the-shall we call it bed or sofa 1 I remember

our old lady told us of an acquaintance of ours who once made
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himself comfortable on that machine for nights. I am certain he
must have made himself comfortabll:; the thing itself could not
have done so; I know him to be a contented man. This article of
furniture, two chairs-one without a back, the other with it;; legs
curtailed-two chests, one on top of the other, serving as a washing
stand, complete the elegant equipment of the apartment.

'When I rejoin the ladies, we all agree it is too hot to sit indoors;
so we sit in the garden; the only possible way of doing this was to
put chair behind chair up one of those narrow paths, and sit thus
in a row, conversing over our shoulders.

'We hasten to bed in order that after to-morrow's dip we may
seek more congenial quarters. We escort Miss S. safely into her
domicile-her door is about four yards from ours, i.e., the whole
breadth of the house-my wife is off, and presently I follow.
"'We'll have some air." "Oh! the window is open; I Saw to that
as soon as I came upstairs." "Is it 1 and yet so hot 1 we'll have
the door open too." I fasten it so that it shall not fall wide open;
the candle is out; it is very natural in a room some seven feet high
to have a bed with next to no legs, but when yon don't expect to
have to lower yourself so much, it is awkward, and perhaps painful,
to get into; at any rate we laugh over it; the laugh becomes
cynical when the boardiness of the mattress is experienced; it
ceases when the decidedly demonstrative ticking of a clock is heard
in the room; it pervades everything. Whereabouts this clock was
I had no idea, save what I gather from its uncompromising note.
"My dear, I must stop that clock." I grope in unknown corners;
my hand alights upon the weight; I unhook it gleefully; again I
enjoy the rapture of a quasi burglarious action; whir-r-r! and it
stops. " .At any rate, we can hang it on again to-mOlTOW morning ;"
we forgot that the lost time would tell its own tale of our mis
deeds. That noise was stopped; but even thorough draught has its
disadvantages. The doors, now of our bedroom, now of the
dressing-room, now both together, creaked and swayed in the
unwonted breeze, bar.ged surlily, as angry at thus being the

unaccustomed means of circulating air; re-banged persistently as
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being determined to destroy the rest of him who had surreptitiously
silenced the clock, their neighbour, making the night hideous with the

music of their new-learnt air. Oh! how wearily those hours passed by;
the only consolation to dream of to-morrow's bathe, to think of
lodgings new; alternately to laugh and storm, and now and then to
nap.

We are the creatures of habit; the town was full; in that abode
we remained three weeks.

THE WREN BOYS.

~IGHTEEN years ago I was spending a winter in Ireland for
~ my first time. I had gone over for the snipe shooting, and
was staying at Christmas by myself in a shooting-lodge, belonging
to a friend of mine, not far from the village of Carrigaholt, a place
as wild, perhaps, as any on the west coast. In saying that I was
alone I am not strictly correct; there was with me one attendant,
Terence by name, who always lived in the house, and acted as a
kind of gamekeeper for a considerable tract of country, on which
at that time a gun was seldom fired. Save him, however, I had no

companion.
On the 26th of December, as I lay half-awake in bed, about

eight o'clock, I was thoroughly roused and rather startled by a
very odd sound in front of the lodge. It seemed to be a confused
clamour of voices, and continued for about a minute. While I lay
wondering what it could mean, lJUt reluctant to get out of bed and
see (for the morning was very cold), I heard Terence walk
past my door, open one of the front windows and parley
with some people out~ide. I thought I caught the words" Whisht,
whisht, boys I" and then there was an angry answer which I cQuld'nt
make out. A minute later I heard him approaching my door.
There he paused and seemed to hesitate j at last there came a

knock.
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"Who's there 1" I said rather angrily.

" Are you awake, sid" asked Terence, in a soft conciliatory voice.
"If I were asleep, Terence, do you think I'd ask the questiou 1"
"1Visha then, no surely, sir," replied he.
"But what's the matter~" I asked.
" Come to see you they are, sir."
"Who, man 1" said I, feeling rather alarmed.
"The 1Vran boys, sir."
" The 1Vren boys I"
"Yes, sir, in regard 0' St. Stephen."
"St. Stephen! Why, what the mischief have I to do with St.

Stephen 1"
" Nothen, sure, sir; only this being the day when all the boys in

the place go about that way, with the wran, the king of all birds,
sir, as they say, tied in the middle 0' the holly that way, you see
by the leg, that is. An old custom, sir. They hunted it this
momen, and stoned it with blackthom sticks, in regard 0' St.
Stephen; that's because he was stoned by the Turks himself, sir,
there's a great while sence. With streamers and ribbons flying
about it, be the leg they tie it in the middle 0' the bush within.
Stoned by the Turks, he was, St. Stephen, long ago. Bad manners
to them (an' sure where's the good in wishing them what they have

. before ~) 'Iss indeed, sir."
" Well, but what do they want with me 1" I asked again, half

angry at being so unceremoniously disturbed, though I could not
help being amused at his description of the custom.

"Bedad then, I suppose, money and liquor," he said half
hesitating.

"So I am to understand that a number of boys with a wren, a
holly-bush, and a parcel of ribbands, have come to ask me for
money, and that this is the utmost extent of their claims on me 1'~

I asked severely.
" 0 then Lord help uz," replied Terence, very much perplexedr

"if one was to go into the rights of the case that way, I believe·
they have no ~ore call on you."
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" Well," said T, "let those gentlemen take their departure as
soon as they please."

" Arrah! you wouldn't disgnwe us by sending them away 1"
"Do as 1 tell you, sir," 1 replied; and he moved off rather

slowly to execute my order. I heard him trying to pacify them
out of the window, but it was not till after a considerable time that
they left the place.

So ended my first experience of the ·Wren boys, and I should

never again have troubled my head about them had I not met them

a few years later under altered circumstances. This time 1 was

staying with some friends at Oranmore, in Galway. St. Stephen's

morning was bright and frosty, and every tree in the park before

the house seemed like some delicate airy form in the light morning
mist, which the sun was now fast dispelling. 1 was up earlier than
usual that morning (1 don't know why) and an hour after sunrise I

was sitting in the dining-room waiting for the rest to come down to
breakfast. ",Yhile 1 was watching a blackbird on the grass outside,

which seemed very keen after worms but didn't quite see how to

get them out of the frozen ground, I heard a distant sound of

shouting, and the beating, as it seemed, of drums or kettles.

"Oh, there are the ",Vr6n boys," cried one of mine host's two
daughters, as they both ran into the room.

"The ",Vren boys!" 1 said, after we had exchanged our morning

greetings, for 1 had quite forgotten my former experience of them.

"Surely you know what the Wren boys are, Mr. \V-;" said

the eldest of the two, "this isn't your first St. Stephen's day in

Ireland r'
Suddenly Terence's description of the Wren boys flashed across

my mind, and I told the young ladies the whole story. They told

me it was exceedingly wrong of me to send them away empty
without even seeing them; but while we were speaking a noisy

band of some twenty boys appeared coming up the avenue. They
were decked with ribands, and in their midst was carried a holly

bush (also decorated), on which was suspended a wren. A minute

later they had formed a semi-circle hef,we the door, and the Wren
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boy, elevating his bush, gave out the opening stave, in which the
rest presently joined:-

The Wran! the Wran! the king of all birds,

St. Stephen's day was caught iu the furze;

Although he's little his family's great,

Get up, fair ladies! and give us a trate !
And if your trate be of the best,

In Heaven we hope your soul may rest.';

When the chorus was finished we opened the window, and the

leader of the band spoke: "Come, plaze yer honour, ladies, Qrdher

out something for the Wran; it's a long way he's come this moruen

to see you. Long life to your honour, sir," as half-a-crown jingled

on the gravel, thrown from an upper window. A conversation of

some length followed, in which "~Iiss Mary" and her sister were

frequently wished 80nnuher (a good husband). The second verse of
the wren song was then sung :-

Last Christmas day I turned the spit,

I burnt my finger (I feel it yet) ;

A cock sparrow flew over the table,

The dish began to fight with the ladle;

The spit got np like a drunken man

And swore he'd fight with tbe frying-pan."

After this they were sent round to the kitchen and given a drink.

Ten minutes later the rout waS on its way down the avenue, shout

ing and laughing just as they had come.

Such, I believe, is the scene enacted on St. Stephen's morning

throughout the wild parts of Ireland, and especially in the province

of Munster.

I have seen many other strange customs of the Irish, but I fear

I should tax your readers' patience too far were I to describe them.

Most of them, I think, derive their origin from heathen rites of

very early times. In the same way as what we now celebrate as

Christmas day was once the great Roman feast of the Saturnalia,

so there can be little doubt that in the bonfires of Rt. John's and

St. Peter's eves in Ireland there is preserved a relic of the ancient

pagan worship of the country, which the messengers of Christianity
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were unable to change except in name. The growth of civilization,
however, is slowly cutting at the root of these traditional institu

tions. But though the fires that from dusk till <L'1,wn auswer one
another from the hill-tops on the 21st of June become year by year
more thinly scattered and less bright, yet time will have to efface
many things before it has trampled out the embers of the Irish
festivals.

CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editor of the Shirburnian.

:MR. EDITOR,

I trust you will spare me space in your valuable columns
to insert a suggestion which I believe would afford much plen.sure
to many members of the School.

I would venture to propose that a Chess Club be formed, open to
n.ll members of the Sixth Form who desire to join it; and that,
with the permission of the Head Master, games should be played
in the Library on any afternoon on which there happens to be no
football. Sherborne is not without its wet afternoons, and there
are few of us who have not felt the want of some amusing occu
pation at such times. I cannot but think that a club of this kind,
if once started, would become exceedingly popular, at least we may
judge from the success of similar clubs at other Schools.

Hoping that this will meet with the support which it deserves,

I remain, yours, &0.,
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REVIEW OF SEASON 1876.

On looking on the past season we have every reason to congratu
late ourselves on a far more successful one than we have had for
some time. Under the Captaincy of \V. F. Evans cricket seemed
to revive, and the result was soon apparent in the play of the eleven.

We cannot help remarking the difference in the play in home
and foreign matches, nervousness being only too palpable in the
tail of the Eleven, which is chiefly owing, we venture to think, to
the paucity of matches which we have been able to arrange.

'1'he batting is, as the averages show, much above the standard
of late years, and great credit is due to the members of the Eleven
for the interest they have shown in practising. The bowling, too,
shows a decided improvement, several being able to bowl moder
ately, though the chief part fell to the share of C. G. Barton and
A. B. Crosby, the former of whom promises to become a really good
bowler.

In the fielding, however, we did not show to much advantage,
with one or two brilliant exceptions. If any long stand is made
against us, for instance in our match against Clifton College, the
fielding at once becomes loose, and far too many catches are missed.

This certainly is our weakest point, but as the remedy of it lies
with the fellows themselves, we hope that the coming season will
see a distinct improvement. The lack of a good wicket-keeper is a
want we have felt very much, for though one or two are fair, yet
no one is proficient. Before next season we sh'111 have lost five of
the present Eleven, a loss which will effect us materially, still we
hope to produce a. fair team, thanks to the good coaching of our new
profession a1.

We must not forget that our thanks are due to the Head :Master
for his kindness in providing us with a second professional, who
certainly did much to raise the standard of play in the second eleven.

Lastly, too much praise cannot be bestowed on W. F. Evans for

the manner in which he has discharged the duties of captain.
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CHARACTERS OF FIRST ELEVEN.

W. F. EVANs.-Captain during the past season, in which capacity'
he has given universal satisfaction. A steady bat, though unfortu
nate in out-matches. Kept wicket at the beginning of the season.
Good field. Has left.

R. T. FmcH.-Has been invaluable to the Eleven
past season, cuts finely, with great powers of defence.
stop; occasionally bowls slows. Has left.

E. E. E. HEATHcoTE.--Has not shown to advantage this year
with the willow. Reliable in the field. Has left.

A. B. CROSBY.-A fine hitter, driving especially well to the on.
Has a good defence when he cares to use it; good bowler with
plenty of break. Brilliant anywhere in the field.

R. TA.NNER.-A very careful player, with obstinate defence, but
not showy. Unconscionably slow in the field. Has left.

T. A. REEs.-Plays with a
towards thc end of the season.
field. Has left.

very straight bat, improved greatly
Should take more trouble in the

C. G. CUMING.-A really good bat, always making runs, has great
hitting powers, with good defence. A splendid field at cover-point.

F. E. LAcEY.-Plays in very good style, batting best against good
bowling. Fair change bowler; might improve in the field.

C. G. BARToN.-The bowler of the Eleven. Medium pace, left
arm, "With good break from leg. Fair bat, but should take more
pains in practice. Brilliant field at short slip.

H. D. BEwEs.-Might make a good bat, if not so apt to pull.
Fair change bowler. Safe field.

E. GERRIsH.-Likely to become a good bowler. Steady bat, kept
wicket towards the end of the season. Good field.
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BATTING AVERAGES IN FOREIGN MATCHES.
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.-:-

I

Ko. of Times :Most in Most in a Total No.
Inn. not out. an In3. Match. of Runs. Average.

W. F. Evans .................. 9 0 53 53 ... 77 85-9
R. T. Finch .................. 9 2 37 47 ... 168 24
E. E. Heathcote.............. 8 0 15 15 ' .. 52 6t
A.B. Crosby ................. 9 0 34 ." 50 ... 163 181·9
R. Tanner ..................... 9 0 84 84 176 195·9
T. A. Rees ..................... 9 1 26 28 77 95-8
C. G. Cuming ............... 8 0 58 60 183 227·8
F. E. Laeey .............. , .. , 8 0 43 43 118 143·4
C. G. Barton ................. 8 2 19 27 50 81.3
H. D. Bewes .................. 3 1 15 15 23 111·2
E. Gerrish ..................... 3 3 21- 21 26 26

BOWLING ANALYSIS.

Ko. Total No.
Balls. Wides. Balls. Maidens. Runs. Wickets. Average.

A. B. Crosby 0 12 671 35 365 19 194-19
C. G. Barton 0 2 559 48 240 22 1010·11
R. T. Fineh 0 1 184 11 119 7 17

(lobs)
F. E. Lacey 0 0 30 3 30 1 30
H. D. Bewes 0 1 22 6 22 2 11
E. Gerrish ... 0 3 116 10 72 2 36
C. G. Cuming 0 0 4 0 3 0

CAMBRIDGE OLD SHIRBURNIAN FOOTBALL CLUB.

Saturday
Thursday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Tuesday
Friday
Saturday
JlIonday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Friday

October 21st
26th

" 31st
November 1st

7th
10th

- 18th
20th
22nd
25th

" 29th
December 1st

Christ's.
Jesus.
Queen's.
Trinity Hall.
John's.

Caius.
Corpus.
Peterhouse & Cath.
Old JlIarlburians.
Pembroke.

A general meeting was held on Tuesday, October 17th, for the
purpose of electing officers for the ensuing season. 'V. Collier was
unanimously re-elected captain, F. F. Schacht was appointed to the
office of secretary, vice J. 'V. Aldous resigned, and R. D. Hancock,
R. Patey, J. 'V. Drew, and H. G. Lacey were elected to serve on
th,\ committee.
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C.O.S. v. CHRIST'S.

This, the first match of the season, was played on Parker's Piece
on Saturday, October 21st, and resulted ill a victory for the Shir
burnians by two goals and one touch down to nothing. The
Shirburnians, having won the toss, elected to play with the wind
during the first part of the game. Shortly ufter kicking off the
Shirburnian forwards carried the ball into their opponents' quarters,
compelling them several times to touch down in self-defence. At
length Finch, by a good run, succeeded in passing the goal line, but
he unfortunately lost the ball during a maul in goal. However, he
soon afterwards ran in again, and a goal kicked by himself was the
result. On changing ends the Shirburnians again penned their
adversaries, chiefly owing to the hard play of the forwards, and a
second goal was added to their score by Honey. A few minutes
before "nu side" was called Finch for the third time ran in, but
the kick was not successful.

Old Shirburnians.-Honey and Schacht (backs), Collier (captain)
and Fir.ch (half-backs), Attwater, Broadmead, Clapp, Drew, Han
cock, Heathcote, Newmarch, Patey, Spencer, R. Tanner, and

Woosnam.

C.O.S. v. JESUS.

This match was played at Jesus Close on Thursday, October 26th.
During the first part of the game the ball was kept well in the
middle of the ground, but at length the Shirburnians, after a series
of hard scrimmages, began to force their opponents back foot by
foot until half-time was called. On changing ends the Shirburnians
still had a little the best of the scrimmages, and after working the
ball into their opponents' quarters, Collier succeeded in crossing the
goal line, but hi.. punt out failed. Shortly afterwmds the Jesus
goal was endangered by a free kick. These failures excited the
Shirburnians to further exertions, which were crowned with success,
as Honey, by a good run, touched the ball behind the Jesus posts.
The place kick just missed the goal. The Shirburnians thus won
by two touches to nothing.
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Old 8hir'burnians.-Honoy and Lacey (backs), Collier (captain)

and Finch (half·backs), Attwater, Broadmead, Clapp, Drew, Heath
cote, Hancock, Newmarch, Patey, Schacht, Spencer, and R. Tanner.

C.O.S. tI. QUEEN'S.

On Tuesday, October 31st, this match was played on Parker's
Piece. It was a very one-sided affair, the Shirburnians having the
best of it the whole time. The change of goals at half-time did
not improve the aspect of affairs for Queen's College, though there
was a strong wind in their favour. ·When" no side" was called
the Shirburnians had obtained three goals and five touches to
nothing. The touches were obtained by Honey, Patey, Schacht,
and Spencer.

Old Skirburnians.-Honey and Woosnam (backs), Collier (capt.)
and Schacht (half-backs), Attwater, Broadmead, Drew, Hancock,
Newmarch, Patey, Spencer, Smith, J. Tanner, R. Tanner, and
Webb.

C.O.S. 'V. TRINITY HALL.

Wednesday, Nov. 1st. This proved itself to be a capital match,
the forwUl"ds and backs of both sides having plenty to do all the
time; it resulted in a victory for the Shirburnians by one goal to
one tonch. At the first part of the game the Shirburnians were
driven back, and had to do all they knew to keep their goal safe;
notwithstanding their efforts the Hall secured a touch, but the goal
waS not kicked, as their opponents charged and stopped the ball on
its way over. On changing ends the Shirburnians set to work with
a will, which resulted in Lacey obtaining a touch after a capital run
in; the goal was kicked from it by Scbacht. After this nothing
worthy of note occurred.

Old Shirburnians.-Honey and Lacey (backs), Conier (captain)
and Schacht (half-backs), Attwater, Broadmead, Drew, Hancock,
Loveband, Patey, Spencer, Smith, R. Tanner, 'Vebb, and Woosnam.

C.O.S. 'V. JOHN'S.

This match was played on the St. John's Ground on Tuesday,
November 7th, and resulted in a victory for the Johnians. It was
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a forward game the whole time, cOL.sisting of little else but scrim

mages, and as the John's team was the heavier of the tWQ, their

opponents were at a disadvantage. Notwithstanding this the Shir
burnians made a capital stand, and it was not till quite near the end

of the game that the Johnians obtained a tonch, which was not
converted into a goal as the try was too far away.

Old Shirburnians.-Honey and Lacey (backs), Collier (captain)
and Finch (half-backs), Attwater, Broadmead, Drew, Heathcote,

Loveband, Newmarch, Patey, Spencer, Smith, R. Tanner, and \Vebb.

FOOTBALL, 1876.

\Ve began the season with only six members of last year's first
Fifteen left and ten of the second, but in spite of this, even at the

beginning of the season, it was pretty evident that the Fifteen would

be quite up to the average. The forward play of severEtl feHows was

especially promising, notably that of Aldons, who played for the

Fifteen more than once last year, and especially distinguished
himself for the Cock Houses against the School lIonse. Almost at

the beginning of the season he received his first Fifteen colours,
and has since continued steadily to improve, so much so that we
scarcely ever remember seeing in the School a forward showing so

much promise, especially in his play in the tight scrimmages.
Among the forwards, too, Sanctuary deserves great praise, and

Cuming and Tremlett have improved wonderfnlly since last year.
Several fellows who have come up this year from the lower ground

have been playing well forward, particularly Tickell and Smith, mi.,
in fact the whole forward play of the Fifteen is decidedly above the

average, as is shown by our out-matches, particularly that with the
St. Andrew's Rovers. For our back play so much cannot be said,

but our backs have been remarkably unlucky. Tyacke began very
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well, his collaring was simply perfect, and his running very good,

but unfortunately on November 24th, in an in-match, he broke his

ankle. This was, perhaps, the worst loss the Fifteen could have

had. Twynam has also been playing remarkably well this year,
his running being especially good, and Glasgow has considerably

improved. Of the. backs that came up from the lower b'Tound,
Clark, ma, and Lithgow showed most promise, but the former, who
in our first two matches played full back for the Fifteen, has

unfortunately injured his eye, so as to prevent his playing, and the

latter was unable to play in our match against the St. Andrew's

Rovers; this naturally made our back play appear weaker than it
really is.

On the subject of drop-kicking, about which so much was said

last year, we cannot boast much, although we are certainly better
than we were then as to plr.ce kicking. Glasgow has lately shown
himself to be an excellent kick at goal.

A TO N v. THE REST.

This match was played on Wedne~day, October 18th. The

gronnd was in very good order, and the pltty on both sides very
equal. The game resulted in a victory for the Rest, by two goals

to two tries. A to N won the toss, aud elected to play with the
wind, and kicked off from the farthest goal. The kick by Cuming

was at once returned by 'Vilson, and the first scrimmages took place
about the centre of the ground, but owing to the superior play of
A to N's forwards the ball was soon forced iuto their opponents'
quarters. For the next half-hour a series of well-contested scrim

mages took place, varied only by a very g00d run by Tyacke, who
nearly succeeded iu passing all his opponents, bnt was well collared

by Clark (full back). The ball was, however, soon driven back by
a kick by Bewes, and Cuming succeeded in securing a touch, which

Glasgow failed to convert into a goal. By a quick rush, however,
Harries, mL, managed to secure a second touch before the Rest

backs could touch down the ball. The try by Cuming, though a
very good one, resulted in a failure. At this point half-time was

called, and Tyacke again put the ball in motion. Henceforth the
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fortune of the game was quite reversed, and the forwards of the
Rest showed their superior weight. About this time several runs

were made by Tyacke and Glasgow, and the kicking of Clark and

'Vilson was exceedinglygood, and sothe ball was soon driven near to A
to N's goal, and after some loose scrimmages, Wilson obtained a good
touch, which was well kicked by Twynam. Anderson now kicked

off for A to N, and after a few scrimmages about half-way, Tyacke

was again within an ace of getting a touch, but was collared by

Clark. Nothing more worthy of note occurred until just as time
was called, when Williams secured a second touch for the Rest,
which was converted into a goal by Sanctuary. For A to N ~Iay,

Aldous, and Glasgow played particularly well, while the collaring
and kicking of Clark (full back) w"as very good. For the Rest,

Tyacke, Smith, Whitehead, and Wilson played extremely well.
CLASSICAL v. MODERN.

This match was played on Monday and Wednesday, the 23rd and
25th of October, and after a splendid match resulted in a victory
for the Classical by one goal and four touches to five touches. On

the first day, owing to the absence of several fellows, who chiefly
belonged to the Classical, the Modern got considerably the

best of it. To this their back play mainly contributed, the
running and collaring of Tyacke (half-back) being especially

good, who by his excellent play obtained three touches, whilst

Smith, who played up hard throughout, contributed a fourth, but

none of these were converted into goals. The play of Glasgow and
Bewes on the first day was also especially noticeable for the Modern.

On the second day the aspect of affairs was totally changed, as the
Classical had the best of it nearly the whole time, although just
at the beginning Mr. Whitehead gained another touch for the

Modern, but the place was again a failure. After this the Classical
steadily gained ground, and touches were obtained by May, Mr.

Kennedy, Sanctuary, and Twynam, but all the tries were unsuc- "
cessfu1. Mr. Wilson, however, by a very neat drop, obtained a
goal for the Classical, and Sanctuary very nearly followed suit, but

unfortunately the ball touched Williams. Besides those already
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mentioned, for the Classical, Clark, ma., Cuming and Renn, and
for the :Modern, Aldous, Glasgow, Mr. Raven, and Watkins played
remarkably well.

SCHOOL v. PANTHERS.

This, our first out-match, was played on Saturday, October 28,
and resulted in a victory for the School by five touch-downs to
nothing. The Panthers kicked off, and followed up very well so
that at first matters looked bad for the School, E. Farquharson by
a good bit of play very nearly -obtaining a touch. Twynam and
Glasgow, however, by good runs, b!'ought the ball again in neutral
ground, although the School were twice obliged to touch down in
self-defence. Twynam here, by a splendid run, reversed the
previous state of the game, and 'fyacke soon afterwards, by a clever
run, got in very near the corner, but the try by Sanctuary was
unsuccessful. After half-time the School's superior training gave
them a more decided advantage, the whole fifteen playing IIp very
well, the running of Twynam and Tyacke being especially good;
the former soon ran in, but the place by himself was a failure.
Soon afterwards a third touch was obtained by Tickell, which was
tried by Anderson. The Panthers now for a short time held their
own, but Glasgow, by a brilliant run, again managed to touch down
the ball; the punt was, however, unsuccessful. Just before time
was called Twynam, by a brilliant piece of dodging, got in, but no
goal was kicked. For the Panthers, E. G. Farquharson, R. Farqu
harson, 'r. W. Wilson, and F. Salm~n played well throughout; and
for the School, besides those already mentioned, H. G. Aldous, C.
Sanctuary, C. G. Cuming, and R. F. Anderson.

Tlze Pantlzers.-T. W. Wilson and J. Kennedy (backs), R. Farqu
harson and E. O. Richards (half ba~ks), E. G. Farquharson and J.
J. Penney (quarter backs), F. Salmon (captain), O. C. Richards, E.
Cave, R. Cave, G. L. Lagden, L. N. .Marshall, J. Smith, F.. Farqu

harson, and C. S. Whitehead (forwards).

Tlze Sclzool.-H. Clark (back), H. D. Tyacke and R. F. Anderson

(half backs), H. M. Twynam and A. J. Glasgow (quarter backs), F.

G. .May (captain), C. F. Sanctuary, C. G. Cuming, H. G. Aldous, J.
Tremlett, L. Watkins, A. D. Willcocks, G. E. Northey, J. F. Tickell,

and A. Whitehead (forwards).
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SIXTH v. SCHOOL.

This, always a good match, was played on October 30th and

November 1st, and, as was generally expected, ended in a victory
for the Sixth by one goal and three touches to one goal. On the
first day the Sixth lost the services of Tyacke, and the School of
Anderson, Northey, WilIcocks, and Tickell, but for the School

substitutes were obtained. On the first day the game was more

especially good, as, though both sides played up very well, the
only advantage gained by either side was a touch for the Sixth,

which was after a good piece of play obtained by Aplin; the place
from this was not successful. On the second day the Sixth were
obliged to play without Sanctuary and Harper, for whom, however,

substitutes were obtained; the School also lost Rawlings, ma., and

Lacey. 'rhe Sixth, in spite of their loss, played up much better,
and gradually the School were driven back, until WilIiams, ma.,

passed the goal line, but, being collared behind by Wilson, a maul
in goal ensued, out of which Williams came victorious. The place

was neatly kicked by Twynam. After this the School worked very

hard, and Bewes, by an excellent run, obtained a touch, which was

converted into a goal by Anderson. The Sixth, roused by this,
played up with greater vigour than ever, and succeeded in penning
their adversaries, until the end of the game, Tyacke, by a very

good bit of play, first got in, and his example was soon followed by
Cuming and Twynam, but the places were all failures.

For the Sixth, May, Lithgow, and Whitehead, ma.; for the

School Aldous, Watkins, and Northey were conspicuous throughout.

THE SCH90L v. YEOVIL.

This match was played on Saturday, November llth, and

resulted in an easy victory for the School by 2 goals and 4 touches
to nothing. Yeovil won the toss, and elected to play with the wind
for the first half of the game. Sanctuary kicked off for the School,

and the ball was immediately carried into the Yeovil quarters.
After a few scrimmages Twynam, by an excellent run, obtained a
touch, which was well tried by Sanctnry. Soon after Glasgow, by

a really splendid run, touched the ball down between the posts, and
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the place by Twynam was successful j this touch was at first dis
puted on the ground that Glasgow had gone outside. Bewes also,
by a very good run, passed the Yeovil line, but he was unfortunately
collared behind the line, and, after a short maul, lost the ball.
Yeovil now for a short time succeeded in bringing the ball into the
School quarters, but were unable to gain anything. After half
time the School, having now got the wind in their favour, kept the
ball almost entirely in their adversaries' quarters. Tyacke first ran
in, and the try, which was close to the corner, was well attempt.ed
by himself. Twynam soon again passed the goal line, but the punt
out was unsuccessful. Here Sanctuary made a fair catch, and had
a good drop at goal. Tyacke again, by a brilliant run, obtained a
touch, which was neatly kicked by Glasgow. On kicking off Yeovil
followed up rather smartly, and took the ball behind the School
goal line ; but it was well taken out by Tyacke, who, when collared,
passed the ball to Cuming, and the latter made a splendid run more
than half the length of the ground. Just before time was called
Twynam ran in, but the try by Cuming was a failure. For the
School the forward play of Aldous and Sanctuary was especially
good; for Yeovil, Mayo, Doidge, and Mr. Whitehead played best.

THE SCHOOL 'V. ST. ANDREW'S ROVERS.

This match was played on Saturday, November 25th, and after a
well-contested game, resulted in a victory for the School by two
goals to one. The visitors,· who were obliged to have three sub
stitues from the school, won the toss, and elected to play with the
wind for the first half of the game. C. F. Sanctuary kicked off
for the School, and almost immediately H. :M. Twynam, by a good
run, succeeded in obtaining a touch, the try (by no means an easy
one) being converted into a goal by A. J. Glasgow. On the Rovers
kicking off the aspect of the game changed, as the latter, chiefly
owing to the excellent running of H. T. and G. E. Twynam (quarter.
backs), pressed the School very hard, obliging them to touch dOWl
once in self-defence. At length H. T. Twynam, by a very gooe
ruu, obtained a touch, and the place by himself was successftll.
After half-time the School played up much better, the forward play
of C. F. Sanctuary and H. G. Aldous, and the ruuning and collar
ing of H. M. Twynam (quarter-back), being remarkably good.
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The last-named, again succeeded in touching down the ball,
and A. J. Glasgow kicked a neat goal. Until the end of
the game the I)chool continued to have the best of it, in spite of
the excellent running of H. T. and G. E. Twynam; but the very
good forward play of the School always brought the ball back, once
obliging the Rovers to touch down in self-defE:llce. In excuse for
the very weak back play of the School, it is only fair to add that
H. D. Tyacke (half-back) and H. Clark (back) were unable to play.
Besides those already mentioned, for the Rovers, E. Tanner, R. H.
TraiII, P. H. ApIin (sub.), and C. S. Whitehead played remarkably
well. For the Sch')ol, J. Tremlett, C. G. Cuming and R. Anderson.

The Rovers.-W. D. Pulling (back), E. C. Torrop, E. Tanner
(half backs), H. T. Twynam (captain), and G. E. 'l'wynam (quarter
backs), R. H. TraiII, T. Trail!, C. S. Whitehead, B. Woodforde, W.
H. Williams, J. C. Black, C. T. Bores, P. H. Aplin, H. Williams,
H. F.. Harries (forwards).

The School.-H. Wilson (back), R. F. Anderson, H. D. Bewes

(half-backs), H. M. Twynam, A. J. Glasgow (quarter backs), F. G.
:May (captain), C. F. Sanctuary, C. G. Cuming, H. C. AIdous, T.
Tremlett, L. Watkins, T. F. TickelI, A. D. WiIlcocks, G. E.
Northey, G. B. Smith (forwards).

.All Old Shirburnians who are desirous of playing for the Past v.
Present on December 18th are requested to send in their names to
the Rev. H. P. Price, GreenhiIl.

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of Subscriptions from
Mr. Greer, W. Bl'oome, C. Chateris, J. C. Pearse, E. S. Eade, E. B.
Falwasser, C. L. Upcott, C. L. O. Bartlett, ,Y. Collier, R. Braddon,
Dr. Fenn, C. Eade, A. W. Upcott, S. S. Keddle, 1\1. Fortescue, F. F.
8chacht, H. J. RawIinson, C. E. Hammond, M. H. Green, 'V. M.
Runes, H. M. Merrimall, J. 'V. Drew, A. Malan, 'V. M. Badcock,
J. C. Heathcote, L. G. Peter, S. Churchill, A. Cattley, F. G. M.
Lynch, ;F. W. Fox, A. J. Highmore, F. Ffooks, F. Gould, A. J.
Perry, R. D. Hancock, H. W. Grepe, W. D. Pulling, F. WiIlcocks,
S. S. Raymond, W. K. Weir, W. B. Broadmead, L. E Upcott, H.
Whitehead, W. W. Martyn.

We also acknowledge with thanks tb e following magazines: Our School Times,
St. Erlwa,rrl's School Ohronicle, Oholmelian, Ulula" Wellingtonia,n, Haileyburian,
Magrlalen School Ohj'onicle, Marlburia,n (2), Uppinghamian, Hurst Johnian.
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