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PENNY READINGS.

VOL. IX.

WE hear a great deal now-a-days about the necessity of education of
the Lower Classes-the masses, as it pleases some people to style

them in a heterogeneous kind of way; about the duty of a state which
has arrived at such a pitch of excellence as our own with regard to
education in general, and education of the masses in particular; and
about the mild and beneficent operation of that no~le institution the
School Board. But this is not all. Until a few years ago this duty
of educating the lower classes was left to Government and to school
masters, the rest of the world either did not think it necessary to
trouble themselves very much about such matters, or if they did
deem them worthy of their consideration, were content with' grum
bling vaguely, and letting everyone know that unless their own pet
theory were adopted and put into practice without loss of time the
whole British Constitution would infallibly collapse ; in fact they
confined. themselves to words, and did not venture to commit them
selves in action. Of late years, however, a new feeling has sprung
up; the interest taken in the education question has become very
much more universal; the higher classes now endeavour to do their
best towards improving, either directly or indirectly, the minds of
artisans and yokels; teaching in a Sunday school is looked upon as

an agreeable and useful diversion; village school-feasts to afford
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splendid opportunities for a display of philanthropic spirit. But
there is one invention of no very early date which is considered

now-a-days as the means par excellence of elevating mid instructing
the mind of such as have had no previous opportunity of elevation
and instruction; it is the Penny Reading. Why an entertainment
of this kind should be called a Penny Reading we must confess we
are at a loss to know. Our experience of Penny Readings has been
fairly extensive, and yet we are unable at the present time to -call to
mind a single occasion on which a less sum than six times the
aforesaid penny was exacted from us at the door. -We have a distinct
remembrance of disbursing one shilling on many occasions, and have
a shrewd suspicion that we have more than once paid double that
amount. Perhaps when this kind of entertainment was first insti
tuted the humble penny from each of the audience was sufficient to
meet the necessary expenses which as yet were not alarming; but as
Penny Readings grew in popularity, they became more elaborate, and,

cOl,sequently, more costly, and so it became necessary to raise the fee
for admittance. But we are verging on the mercenary in our desire
to discover the true origin of the name. To tell the truth we have
a decided partiality for- Penny Readings. An eleborate concert, t<>
anyone _but a muS':cal genius, is charming for the first half-hour, but
after that is apt to get rather-monotonons. There is something about
the unceasing beat at regular intervals of the conductor's stick-baton,
we should say-which is wonder~ully suggesti\e of the rocking of
a cradle, and consequently of drowsiness. As the- solo singers come
forward we- know just how they will stand, how they will turn over
the leaves of their music, how they will implore aid from the ceiling
at critical moments for those alarmingly high notes, how they will
how themselves backwards off the stage. We know, too, exactly
what will be our own condition during the symphony; how we shall
listen during the allegro, dose during the adagio, and probably be
aroused with a start by the first bang-we mean chord-of the
Prestissimo Finale. In short we know very much what we have t<>
expect, for all concerts of this kind are to the unmusical very much
the same.
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At a Penny Reading there is none of this certainty as to what we
are going to hear; anything in the world may turn up. Some great
gun in the musical line may be present whose performance we shall
enjoy because of the contrast that it presents to its surroundings; or
there may be some local talent, some light hitherto hid under the
bushel of a remote village, who may charm us by his or her original
rendering of some well-known passage, the beauties of which we
could never fully appreciate before. And then at a Penny Reading
there are several debilts to be made, and debilts, bad and good alike,
at least afford a little excitement for some miuutes beforehand. For
these reasons it seems to us that if real enjoyment is the object to be
attained, a staid and correct Concert cannot compare with a respect
able Penny Reading.

There are several points about Penny Readings which are involved
in a kind of mystery, and reasons for which ·we have been unable to

discover. We have already mentioned the difficulty which we feel
with regard to the derivation of the name. We should also very
much like to know why a Penny Reading is so very fond of intro
ducing itself by means of a pianoforte duet. A duet of this kind,

unless excellently played, is always more or less of a failure. Why
two people should cramp themselves up into abnormal positions in
order to operate upon an unhappy instrument that was only intended
for one it is beyond us to conceive; but perhaps this is owing to our
want of appreciation of music. Still, although we are not partial to
pianoforte duets, we must acknowledge that they are often very
amusing. The two players rarely keep correct time at Penny
Readings, and there is a certain degree of excitement in speculating
as to which will get to the end first. It is instructive, too, to notice
the way in which good players make use of the pedals: the correct
method appears to be either to keep them pressed down the whole.
time a piece is being played, or to press them down alternately in
time with the music, with an action something like that of a fire

engine.

Thc vocal solos at entertainments of this description are, as a rllle,
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creditably performed. The tune, for instance, is recognizable in most
cases, and we are not altogether prepared to say that the words are

not sometimes intelligible, but only sometimes. Singing appears to
have a most extraordinary effect upon the articulation of many
people: some roll their r's and. fire off their consonants with such
amazing vigour as to suggest to the mind of the hearer the possibility
of their tongue being rolled altogether away; others go to the oppo
site extreme and pronounce hardly anything at a11,so that in soft
passages their voice degenerates into a subdued moan, while in loud
parts it rises to a prolonged and unmeaning howl.

An instrumental solo is always a decided hit at a Penny Reading.
The intelligent "masses" for whose especial benefit these entertain
ments are got up look upon a fiddle or a cornet as a perfect marvel,
and anyone who can extract a tune from an instrument of this kind
is, in their opinion, "a right clever gentleman, and wonderful handy
with his fingers;" so it almost always happens that a solo of this
kind goes down tremendously; as the greater part of the audience
are not of course sufficiently educated in musical matters to be able
to recognize the resemblance between the sound of a squeaky fiddle
and the melodious vituperation of the domestic cat, or to be troubled
by apprehensious lest the cornet-player may burst a blood-vessel in
his frantic endeavours to deafen the audience.

But we have abused Penny Readings sufficiently; and yet we had
not intended to abuse them. We must own to a great partiality for
such entertainments; there is a genuine ring about every note that
we hear in a village school-room, flat though it may be, which charms
us more than all the elaborate shakes and runs and turns and trills of

a regular concert. We like to watch the beaming face of some
sturdy son of the soil expand and broaden into a genial smile as he;
recognizes the well-known melody of some popular air; we like to
observe the wonder and amazement, not altogether unmixed with a
kind of superstitious reverence, with which he views a violoncello or
bassoon; and we like to listen to his hearty laugh at the recital of
:,"..... 0 .v....:.illZ l_i,,~-, frolll the immortal Pickwick. In fact we believe
in Penny Readings; we are inclined to think that after all they may
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be an aid in the" education of the masses j" we hope they may long
continue and flourish, and shall never ourselves lose an opportunity
of being present at ODe if we can help it.

SE11l-1\:[uSICUS.

ENERGY.

IT wants some energy to write an article lor the Shirbumian; but
I have been told so often that I ought to contribute to.the

School Magazine that I have at last consented to do so. Rather
hard lines though that a small fellow should have to expose his
ideas in a "bona fide production "-as the back of your magazine
enjoins-to the criticism of the world! However, I feel myself
very energetic and patriotic at this moment in devoting myself,
like the heroic Decii on the ensanguined field, to my School's
cause, and so I will give you a little of my opinion on Energy.

There are several actions and principles in a school-boy's
experience which seem to deserve the epithet " virtuous,"
such as keeping away from a tuck-shop before the races, or not
teazing some general laughing-stock, and the like; but to my
mind the possession of energy is the best of all. By energy I
mean the spirit of go and dash exerted in a good cause and for
good ends, which is sometimes called esprit de corps,. and the
g-reat necessity for this feeling in a school is only equalled by the
ample opportunities afforded for its exercise. In football, for
instance, the whole interest flags unless the chief players are ener
getic, for their example spreads its influence over the whole side.
The same is true of Cricket, and even of other sports, such as
bathing, running, and bicycling; for their popularity depends
upon the energy of those who are able to set the fashions. Not
that I want it understood that there are only a few at the top who



130 Energy.

need to be energetic, but rather that everyone should accustom
himself to do his utmost in his own line, since the force of
example is most catching, and no one can say with certainty that
his actions do not influence others.

But energy is to be displayed in other matters beside games;
not to speak of ordinary school-work, which I suppose everyone
knows requires a lot of grind, the various societies started in a
school have a claim upon our active support. It is a good thing
to be an energetic member of one or more of these institutions,
for it benefits at least three important parties. the society, the
school, and oneself. Moreover,·a lively interest in matters outside
one's own House is a capit<ll means of enlarging the ideas and
abolishing selfishness. There is a considerable amount of this
" virtue" of mine in our school, but surely room still remains for
more. It is not enough for one to be contented with the mere
existence of advantages, one ought to follow them up and try to
improve them; and the fellow who does not exert himself in the
cause of the society or sport in which he plays a part, but remains
an inactive member, is not energetic. Nay, more, we should do
some things entirely for the sake of the School, and not always
measure our actions to suit our own convenience.

A word of caution may be necessary to prevent a would-be
energetic from becoming an' officious busybody. Nothing is more
removed from the energy that I am advocating than fussy intru
siveness; we do not want everybody trying to do everything, or
endeavouring to introduce changes everywhere; but I am sure that
the cultivation of energy in a good cause will bring satisfaction
to oneself and advantage ta the School. However, it is not for
me to dictate to others before I have looked to myself, and so I
will conclude these jottings of mine upon energy with the hope
that your readers will not criticize a small boy, but at the same
time become admirers of

N.R.G.



151

A FREE TRANSLATION FROM I10RACE.

"QUIS DESIDERIO," &c.

Why shouL! we blush to own our grief or show it,
When onc so dear is lost?

Thy gift of mournful song,-on him bestow it,
A service worth the cost.

2

Sleep weighs him down,-a sleep to last for ever I
Firm faith without a stain,

Truth, purity, shall vainly all endeavour
To find his like again.

3

Earth's best had many a tear to shed above him,
But thine were frceliest given.

Was this thy heart's fond prayer? That heaven might love him;
Must earthly ties be riven?

4

Ab! though thy harp could move the trees to listen,
As runs the tale of old,

No more the life-hlood in those cheeks shall glisten,
Or thrill the pulses cold.

5

Death is not lightly moved by prayer or sorrow,
Let patience have her way!

The dead of this day cometh not to·morroW,
Yet grief shall own her sway!
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FOOTBALL.

PRICE'S V. HETHERINGTON'S.

This match, the first of the ties for the house challenge cup,
was played on Friday, February 28, in very wet weather, and, as
was expected, resulted in a victory for Price's by a goal to nothing.
Hetherington's deserve great credit for the plucky game they
played against a decidedly stronger team. As soon as play com
menced it was clear which side was the strongest, and, in spite of
the exertions of Galpin, the superior weight of Price's forwards,
and the good play of Harries, enabled them to carry the ball well
into their opponents' quarters. Here several scrimmages ensued,
in which Galpin and Gaskell were noticeable. Before long, how
ever, Harries succeeded in obtaining a try, which Whiting con
verted into a goal. After this the game resumed much the same
character as before, and, although, by a rush, Hetherington's
once carried the ball past half-way, Price's before long regained
the ground they had lost. Shortly before half-time Whiting ran
in, but lost the ball. After half-time the good play of Hethering
ton's enabled them to defend their goal line, and although penned,
they succeeded in preventing their opponents from gaining any
additional advantage. Just before time, however, Cockeratn ran
in, but failed to obtain a touch, owing to the slippery state of the
ball. For the winners J.T. Harries, A. O. Whiting, Cockeram.
Fooks, and Bradish, ma., played well; for Hetherington's, A. J.
Galpin, Barney, Gaskell, Chalk, Hole, Farrington.

Price'>J.-Gay (back), Woodward, Cockeram (half-backs), J. T.
Harries (captain), A. O. Whiting (quarter-backs), J. Pedler,
Marriner, May, Pedler, mi., Ormond, Bradish, ma., Fooks, Fedden,
Woodhouse, Bale (forwards).

Hetherington's.-Hewett, Iremonger (backs), Chalk, Hole, mi.,
(half-backs), Barney, Chilcott, mi. (quarter-backs), A. J. Galpin
(captain), Blandy, Gaskell, Sloman, ma., CampbeJI-Johnston,
Chilcott, mol., Hensley, mi., Farrington, McGusty (forwards).
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DAY BOYS V. TANCOCKS.

153

This match was played on Tuesday, March 4-th, and resulted in
a victory for the Day Boys by one goal to eight tries. Welsford
won the toss, and elected to play against the wind, which was
blowing very hard.· At first there were several scrimmages in
the centre of the ground, but, in spite of the good collaring of
Welsford and the efforts of their forwards, the Day Boys were
obiiged to gradually give way before the superior weight of Tan
cock's, and soon a touch was obtained from a scrimmage by
Hayne. The try, however, by White was unsuccessful. On the ball
being once more set in motion Watts made a good run, and
Welsford then succeded in carrying the ball well into the middle
of the ground, but once more Tancock's forwards were able to
drive back their antagonists, and Paull, mi., succeeded in obtain
ing a touch; the try was again a failure, but Paull, following up
close, caught the ball off the goal post, and again ran in. Again
no goal resulted, but Buckle catching the ball off the bar obtained
a third try. In spite ofthis chance, however, Tancock's were un
able to obtain a goal, and the good running of Bristow and Wels
ford enabled the Day Boys to protect their goal until half-time was
called. After half-time some scrimmages ensued in the middle
of the ground but although .Welsford, Rawlings. and Bristow
made some good runs, Tancock's had still the best of it, and,
before long, Hayne obtained another try for them in the corner
of the ground, once more, however, no goal resulted. After this
the Day Boys were compelled to touch down in self-defence, and
'Vatts, after a very good run, obtained the sixth touch. for his side,
but no goal was kicked from it. The Day Boys were now penned,
ann seemed somewhat to fall to pieces, but Rawlings getting the
ball passed it very well to Welsford, who, by a magnificent run,
succeeded in threatening Tancock's goal line. A scrimmage
ensued, when Welsford again got the ball and dropped a goal.
Only about ten minutes remained, and, although Tancock's played
up very hard, they were unable to avert defeat. For the Day Boys,
Welsford, ma., Rawlings, Bristow, Rattray, Benthall, Wels-
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ford, mi., played well, while Watts, Hayne, Paull, mi., Cambridge,
Wooldrige for Tancock's deserve mention.

Day Boys.-W. G. Welsford (captain), Bristow (half-backs),
Rawlings, WeIsford, mi. (quarter-backs), Penny, ma., Rattray,
Benthall, Evered, Penny, mi., Dorling, mi., Biddle, ma., Biddle,
mi., Highmore, Tancock, Money.

Tancock's.-WyIey (back), White, ma., Haslope (half-backs),
Paull, mi. (flying man), J. Watts (captain),mHayne (quarter-backs),
Northey, .Buckle, Laing, Paull, ma., Whitford-Hawkey, Ince,
Wooldridge, Cambridge, Kitson, mi.

PRICE'S V. WOOD'S

This match, the first of the second ties for the football cup, was
played on Friday, March 7, and resulted in a victory for Price's
by three goals and two tries to nothing. At first the sides seemed
pretty equally matched, and Wood's, by keeping th~ ball well in
the scrimmage, held their own for some time. Before long, how
ever, Whiting made a good run, and Price's fonvards pressed
their opponents so hard as to force them to touch down in self
defence. When the baU was again set in motion ·Wood's again
managed to fairly hold their own forward, but could not keep the
ball from Harries, who, by a very good run, brought it close to
their goal line. Here a scrimmage ensued, and then Harries
obtained a try, from which Whiting kicked a goal. This success
on the part of their opponents seemed to stimulate Wood's to
new energy, and by some very hard play they drove back Price's.
Buchanan obtaining the ball managed to get off, but was well
collared by Pedlar, after a brilliant run. Once more Harries
came to the aid of his house, and, by a fine run, enabled them
to maintain their superiority until half-time was called. Price's
kept gradually gaining ground. After half-time Wood's seemed
somewhat demoralized, and made but little stand against
Price's, who soon penned them. When near their line Harries
got the ball, and, when collared, passed it to Woodward, who ran
in close to the post. Gay, however, failed to convert the try into
a goal. The rest of the game is very little more than a chronicle of
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Price's successes. Before long Whiting obtained a try, and the

kick, by Harries, was successful. When Wood's kicked off, a good
run by Cockeram, and scrimmages near their own line, soon
obliged them to touch down in self-defence, and almost immedi
ately afterwards they were forced to repeat the operation. In
spite of this, nowever, the ball still remained in their quarters, and
before long Harries ran in. No goal resulted, and shortly after
another try was obtained by Whiting, which Gay converted into a
goal. For Price's' J. T. Harries, A. O. Whiting, J. Pedler,
Marriner, Gay, Bradish, mao, and Fooks played well; for Wood's
W. H. Smith, Buchanan, Leggatt, Scott, Whitehead, mi.

Price's.-Gay (back), Cockeram, Woodward (halfbacks), J. T.
Harries (captain), A. O. Whiting (quarter-back,) J. Pedler,
Marriner, May, Squarey, mao, Pedler, mL, Ormond, Bradish, ma.,
Fooks, Woodhouse, Blake.

JVood's.-:---Buchanan, Scott, (half-backs), Dowell (flying man),
Leggatt, Edwards, ma, (quarter-backs), W. H. Smith (captain)
Aldous, Whitehead, mi., Fulford, mao, Bastard, ma., Wippell,
Fulford, mi., Whitehead, LeMesurier, Huntley (forwards).

PRICE'S V. DAY BOYS.

This match was played on Tuesday, March 11th, and, according
to universal expectation resulted in an easy victory for Price's by
4- goals and 4- tries to nothing. From the very beginning the game
was a onesided one. Whiting made a good run, and then the
forwards following up this advantage brought the ball close to
their adversaries goal line, where Pedler, mao, soon succeeded in
procuring a touch; the try by Whiting being successful. After a
short time Harries got off, and made a good run, but was collared
by Welsford and Bristow before he could pass the goal line. Here
some scrimmages occurred, and then the Day Boys were obliged
to touch down in self defence. In spite of the respite they thus
obtained they could not defend their gaol line, and, after a short
time, getting the ball from Rawlings, Harries ran in for Price's.
This try Gay converted into a goal. Price's forwards now pressed
their opponents very hard, and before half-time another touch was
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obtained by Fooks, from which Gay again kicked a goal. After
half-time the state of things remained unchanged, and Whiting
obtained a try from which he kicked a gaol. Before long he
again obtained a touch, but the try by Gay was unsuccessful. It
now looked, for a moment, as if the Day Boys were about to some
what alter the aspect of the game, and Welsford and Rawlings,
brought the ball half-way, but Cockeram, and then Harries, well
returned it, while the latter soon obtained a touch. No goal
however, resulted. Before long Bradish obtained a try out of a
scrimmage, but the kick again failed. Although the Day Boys
touched down in selfdefence, Price's still penned them, and Pedler
got a touch, which, however, Gay failed to convert into a goal.
Rawlings now made a fine run, but the ball was well brought back
by Cockeram, and was still in the Day Boys' quarters when time
was called. For Price's, J. T. Harries, A. O. Whiting, W.
Cockeram, J. Pedler, Bradish ma, Fooks, and for the Day Boys,
W. G. Welsford, Bristow, Penny ma, Rattray, Rawlings, Welsford,
mi., Biddle, mi., played well.

Pnce's.-Cockeram, Woodward (half-backs) J. T. Harries
(captain), A. O. Whiting (quarter-backs) J. Pedler, Marriner, Gay,
May, Pedler, mL, Squarey, ma., Bradish, ma., Fooks, Woodhouse,
mi., Brake (forwards).

Day Bqys.-Dorling, ma. (back), W. G. Welsford, (captain),
Bristow (half-backs), Rawlings, ma., Welsford mL, (quarter-backs),
Penney, ma., Rattray, Benthall, Evered, Biddle, ma., Biddle, mi ,
Tancock, Penney, mi., Highmore, Money (forwards).

WOOD'S V. DAY BOY'S.

This match was begun on Friday, March 14th, and finally, on
the 17th, resulted in a victory for Wood's by 3 tries to I. On the
first day Wood's began by pressing back their opponents, and
before long Aldous obtained a touch out of a scrimmage. The
kick, however, was a failure. The day boys now played up very
hard, and by the good forward play of Penney, and the running of
Welsford, were enabled to gain ground, and just before half-time
Welsford ran in. Bristow, however, in bringing out the ball, made
a slight mistake, and no try resulted. After half-time the game
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was very equal, and neither side succeeded in obtaining any fur
ther advantage. The match accordingly resulted in a draw. When
the match was resumed on Monday March 17th, Wood's seemed
heavier than their adversaries, and although the spirit with which
the Day Boys played against a stronger team cannot be too highly
spoken of, yet they were gradually driven back, Welsford however,
by two excellent runs, gave them a fresh start, and until half-time
was called the ball remained in the middle of the gronnd. After
half-time Wood's continued to have rather the best of it, and
although Rawlings and Welsford did their utmost to avert it, be
fore very long Aldous obtained a touch from a scrimmage. The
try, however, by Fulford ma., was unsuccessful. The ball still
continued in the Day Boys' quarters, and in spite of their strenuous
exertions Buchanan, ran in. He however went outside behind and
consequently obtained no try. Just before time Smith ran in for
Wood's, but the try was a failure. For Wood's, W. H. Smith,
Aldous, Buchanan, Scott, Leggatt and Wippell, and for the Day
Boys W. G. Welsford; Penney ma., Rattray, Biddle, ma., Welsford,
mi., Biddle mi., played well.

TVood's.-Turner, Buchanan (half-backs) Dowell (flying man),
W. H. Smith (captain), Leggatt (quarter backs) Aldous, Scott,
Whitehead mi., Whitehead tert., Bastard, ma., Fulford, ma.,
Fulford, mi , Wippell, Edwards, ma.

WOOD'S V. HETHERINGTON'S.
This match was played on Tuesday, March 18th, and resulted

in a victory for the former by two tries to nothing. At the very
first Wood's pressed back their opponents, and the good play of
Hetherington's, among whom Gaskell and Galpin were con
spicuous, could not make up for the great superiority of Wood's
outsides. Before long Smith got off, and ran in for Wood's.
Fulford, however, failed to convert the try into a goal. Hethering
ton's now rallied, and, by a good rush, in which Barney and
Gaskell were prominent, drove their adversaries past half-way.
They continued to have somewhat the best of it until half-time,
although unable to bring the ball into Wood's quarters. After
half-time the aspect of the game remained, for a while, the same,
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and it seemed as if Hetherington's would be able to avert defeat.
Soon, however, Smith again got the ball, and by a very good run

brought it well past the twenty-five. Hetherington's were now
penned, and only managed to defend themselves by touching down
in self-defence. When the ball was once more set in motion
Hetherington's for a while pretty well held their own, but Leggatt,
by a brilliant run, obtained a second try for his house; Scott.
however, failed to convert it into a goal. From this time until
the end of the game Wood's managed to hold their own, although
Hetherington's forced them past half-way. For Wood's W. H.
Smith, Buchanan, Aldous, Scott, and Leggatt, and for Hethering

ton's A. J. Galpin, Barney, Blandy, Gaskell, and Sloman, ma.,

played best.
Wood's.-Dowell (back), Buchanan, Turner (half-backs),

Leggatt, W. H. Smith (captain) (half-backs), Aldous, White,
Whitehead, mi., Fulford, ma., Bastard, ma., Le Mesurier, Glad
stone, Fulford, mi.

Hetherington's.-Hewett (back), Hole, mi., Chilcott, mi. (half
backs), Barney, Cookson (quarter-backs), A. J. Galpin (captain),
Gaskell, Sloman, ma, Campbell-Johnston, Blandy, Chilcott, ma.,
Iremonger, Broadrick, Hensley, mi., Farrington (forwards).

HETHERINGTON'S V. DAY BOYS.

This match was played on Wednesday, March 19. The Day
Boys were at once pressed back and penned, until, by a good run,
Welsford brought the ball back to the middle of the ground. It
was, however, well returned, and the Day Boys were almost
immediately obliged to touch down in self-defence. Hethering

ton's still had the best of it, and although Welsford made a very
good run the Day Boys were unable to hold their own. Before
long Chilcott, mi., almost succeeded in running in, and shortly
afterwards Barney obtained a try for Hetherington's in the corner
of the ground. Galpin, however, in bringing out the ball,
purposely omitted to make his mark, and passed the ball quickly
to Barney; the latter was thus enabled to obtain a try behind the
posts, from which he himself kicked a goal. After half-time the
ball remained for a little time in the middle of the ground, until
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Barney, by a good drop, brought it near the Day Boys' line,
where, by the exertions of Hetherington's forwards, it remained
in spite of the fine running of Welsford. Before long Chilcott,
mi., obtained a try, from which Barney kicked a goal. Shortly
afterwards Chilcott, mi., again ran in, but in a maul in goal the
ball was taken from him by Bristow. Barney shortly after this
obtained another touch, and the try by himself was again success
ful. Welsford now made a very brilliant run, but could not get
in, and when time was called Hetherington's were victorious by
three goals and a try to nothing. For the winners A. J. Galpin,
Barney, Gaskell, Chilcott, mi., Hole, mi" Sloman, ma., and Hewett
collared well; while for the Day Boys W. G. Welsford, Bristow,
Penney, ma., Rattray, Rawlings, Welsford, mi., Biddle, mi.

Hetherington's.-Hewett, Iremonger (backs), Chalk, Hole, mi.
(half-backs), Barney, Chilcott, mi. (quarter-backs), A. J. Galpin
(captain), Gaskell, Blandy, Sloman, ma., Campbell-Johnston,
Hensley, mi., Chilcott, ma., Farrington, and Cookson (forwards).

Day Bqys.-W. G. Welsford (captain), Bristow (half-backs),
Rawlings, Welsford, mi. (quarter-backs), Penney, ma., Rattray,
Benthall, Biddle, ma., Evered, Darling, Biddle, mi., Tancock,
Penney, mi., Highmore, Money (forwards).

THREE COOK HOUSES V. SCHOOL HOUSE.

The final tie for the challenge cup was played on Saturday,
March 2zud, and resulted in a victory for the Three Houses by a
goal and a try to nothing. The School House won the toss, and
their captain elected to play first against the wind, which through
out the whole of the game was blowing a small hurricane from
the down goal. Harries kicked off for the School, and the
first scrimmage was formed within the School House twenty-five.
In spite of a good run by Luff the School House was steadily
driven back, until a touch was obtained by AIdous from a scrim
mage near their goal line, which Whiting converted into a goal.
Phelps kicked off, and for a short time the School House grovel,
playing better together, forced their opponents right back, and
looked very like getting a touch; but soon after Cockeram by a

good drop with the wind sent the ball into touch near the School
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House goal-line, and the Houses, following up well, succeeded in
penning their opponents, until Gaskell obt;J,ined a second tryout
of a loose scrimmage; the try, however, by Barney was unsuccess
full. The School House now rallied again. and seconding a good
run of Lester's by a rush, took the ball past half-way; but the
superior weight of the forwards of the School, and the splendid
play of Galpin and Gaskell, were too much for them, and when
half-time was called they were gradually loosing ground. After
half-time the game at first was pretty even, until Whiting and
Harries by good runs gained considerable ground. But the
School House grovel following up some good play on the part of
Roxby and Whitehead, and playing better together, soon brought
the ball back; Lester now by a good punt sent the ball into touch
within the School's twenty-five, and for a short time the School
House threatened their opponents' goal-line. Luff and Harper,
ma., made several good attempts to get in; the latter one actually
passed the line, but the ball was taken from him by Whiting.
Soon Harries got off, and made a fine run, but was collared by the
School House back. For the rest of the game the School House
grovel fell to pieces, and the Houses had decidedly the best of it.

For the Houses, Galpin, Whiting, Smith, Pedler, Aldous,
Marriner, Gaskell, and for the School House, Luff, Harper, ma.,
Roxby, and A. N. Whitehead played well.

The Three Houses.-Gay (back), Cockeram, Barney (half-backs),
Buchanan (flying man), J. T. Harries, A. O. Whiting (quarter
backs), A. J. Galpin, W. H. Smith, J. J. Pedler, Aldous, ma.,
Marriner, Scott, Chalk, Gaskell, Blandy.

School House.-Rigden, Methuen (backs), L. V. Lester, Gosling
(half-backs), Harper, mL, (flying-man), Harper, ma., J. M. LUff,
(quarter-backs), P. P. Phelps (captain), A. N. Whitehead, H.
Broadmead, W. N. Roxby, Lester, mi., Petherick, Lawder,
Stephenson.

REVIEW OF THE FOOTBALL SEASON.
In looking back over the past year we are afraid that we can hardly

congratulate ourselves on as successful a football season as we have
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been accustomed to of late yems, at least as far as the results of
foreign matches are concerned. Seven foreign matches in all were
played, in three of which we were victorious, while in the other four
we were beaten. This state of things, however, appears worse than was
really the case. The fact is that the Fifteen have been very unluckly
this season. In one match we were beaten by one goal to 8 tries, and
this was not the only occasion on which our opponents prove.d only
just superior. Notwithstanding this ill-success we think that the
Fifteen was on the whole qui~e up to the average of former years.
A marked improvement was visible in the passing and backing up,
and our grovel, though at first not at all at home in the loose scrim~

mages, which are the fashion this year, improved wonderfully towards
the end of the season. As in former years we cannot help complaining
of the weakness of our place-kicking, which is certainly not up to the
mark, owing, we suppose, to want of steady practice. Several players
of great promise have come up from the Lower Ground: notably
Gaskell in the scrimmage, and Buchanan as half-back: and we will
venture to prophecy a strong team for np-xt season. The house
matches produced several exciting and closely contested games: and
although Price's were easily the best house, the struggle for the
next two places was a very hard one. We are glad to see the Day Boys
playing again, and hope that next year no House will refuse to com
pete. The School gained the Challenge Cup, and certainly deserved
it. We congratulate them for the excellent way in which they played
together.

CHARACTERS OF THE FIFTEEN, CHRISTMAS, 1878.
P. P. PHELPs.-Captain during the past season, in which capacity

he has given universal satisfaction j his great welght invariably tells
to advantage in the scrimmages, when he plays up, and enables him
to make considerable way. He seldom misses an opportunity of
passing, and is a capital drop and place kick. .

J. WATTs.-Has played back for the Fifteen. Possesses consider
able speed, frequently ma~ing good runs, but is apt at times to lose
his head, and pass injudiciously j with practice would make a good
place kick. A fair collar and drops well.

A. N. WHITEHEAD.-B..- far the best forward there has been in the
Schol)l for some time; shows to equal advantage in light-and loose
scrimmages. By working the ball through the scrimmages and
carrying it on, often gains considerable ground. Collars and passes
well, but unfl)rtunately lacks pace.

A. J. GALPIN.-A capital forward j has improved wonderfully
during the past season, always keeping well on the ball, and shows
to great advantage in the loose scrimmages. By his plucky and
energetic play has set a good example to the Fifteen.
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L. V. LESTER.-Plays half-back, and has greatly improved since
last season; dodges well and possesses considerable pace, but would
do much better if he put his dropping powers into use. A fair
collar and place kick. 8hould pass more.

J. T. HARRIEs.-Plays quarter-back, often making brilliant runs
when he has once made a start by slipping round the Ecrimmage;
passes well and never loses his head. "With practice would become
a safe place kick. Collars the ball well.

J. M. LUFF.-Showed great promise as a quarter-back at the
beginning of the season, but latterly has not fulfilled the high
expectations formed of him. Frequently terminates his runs by a
good drop into touch, and may always be depended upon to do good
service to his side.

A. O. WHITING.-lIas proved. very efficient as flying-man during
the past season, being especially useful in following up, and slipping
through a number of opponents; should drop more, passes well and
is a fair place and collar.

J. STUDLEY.-A thoroughly hard-working forward, always keeping
WE,ll on the ball in tight scrimmages, where he was most useful.
Rather out of his element in a loose scrimmage. Has left.

'V. G. 'VELSFORD. -A capital half-back; possesses great pace
combined with considerable dodging powers; very seldom misses
his chance of it drop-kick. A fair collar, and has done good service
to the Fifteen tiJ.is season.

H. BROADMEAD.--A good forward, dribbles well, and follows close
Oll the ball in loose scrimmages. Should use his height more in
passing the ball to the backs.

W. M. 'VOODHOUSE.-A forward who is chiefly conspicuous in
tight scrimmages from his great power of bolding the ball with his
legs. Always plays up hard and keeps well on the ball, but is apt
to lose his head when he runs. Has left.

W. H. S~IITH.-A hard-working forward; shines chiefly in tight
scrimmages; should practice dribbling. .

J. J. PEDLER.-A heavy forward; at times useful, but does not
make the most of his strength.

ROXBY.-A promising forward; keeps well on the ball.

THE FIVES MATCHES.

These matches, according to the old custom, were played for the
most part last term; but owing to the bad weather towards the end

'of the,term, were unable to be finished. The remaining matches

were played off this term. We are glad to be able to say that Fives-
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playing has increased in popularity, and as a consequence the entries
were much larger than in preYious years. The play throughout was
quite up to the average, and most of the games were well contested.
L. V. Lester and H. S. Crosby were the favourites for the cup,
which was in the end won by the latter. The senior double-handed
resulted in a victory for H. S. Crosby and J. H. Parker, L. V. Lester
and J. T. Harries being second. The juniors this year were decidedly
above the average. Milford played well throughout, and succeeded
in winning both in the single and double-handed, while Tucker and
Cookson obtained second place in the doubles. Gaskell and Harper
also showed great promise.

SENIOR DOUBLE-HANDED.

First Round.
A. O. Whiting beat J. IlL Luff
E. W. Bastard J. Hewett
H. S. Crosby beat 'V. ]l,L Woodhouse
J. H. Parker G. S. Leggatt

Leggatt and Woodhouse played up with great spirit, and succeeded
in reaching 12 in the first game. They were not, however, so suc
cessful in the second, which their opponents won easily.

L. V. Lester beat E. Bristow
J. T. Harries W. Dennis

This was an easy victory for Lester and Harries.
C. Buckle beat P. P. Phelps
H. L Dixon R. S. Ainslie
G. T. Petherick beat F. Rigden
F. O. Cambridge W. Oakeley

This was a capitally contested match. The first game Rigden and
Oakley won to their opponents' 8; the second and third games
Petherick and Cambridge won to their opponents' 13 and 10
respectively.

G. ]\,f. Lester beat C. R. Barney
W. P. Cockeram J. E. Hayne
H. Broadmead beat T. A. Chalk
H. Gosling L. M. Haslope

Broadmead and Gosling proved their superiority in two games,
although Haslope and his partner played up well in the second
game.

H. S. Crosby
J. H. Parker

G. Bewes b
J. White a ye

Second Round.
beat G. Ill. Lester

W. P. Cockeram
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C. Buckle
H. L. Dixon

beat

beat H. Broadmead
H. Gosling

good for their opponents, and won

This was a very good match. The first game was won by Crosby
and Parker to their opponents' 7. In the second game the score
stood at game-ball all for a long time, and after some good rounds
resulted in favour of Lester and Cockeram. The third game resulted
in a win for Crosby and Parker.

A. O. Whiting
E. W. Bastard

Whiting and Bastard won easily.
White beat G. T. Petherick
A. Bewes F. O. Cambridge

White and Bewes proved themselves a better couple than was
expected. Petherick and Cambridge played well, but were obliged
to succumb to superior play.

L. V. Lester
J. T. Harries

Lester and Harries were too
somewhat easily.

Third Round.
A Bewes beat A. O. Whiting
J. White E. W. Bastard

Contrary to the expectation of all, Whiting and Bastard, who
were looked upon as a dangerous couple, were beaten by Bewes and
White, only scoring 8 each game.

H. S. Crosby beat L. V. Lester
J. H. Parker J. T. Harries

Lester and Harries won the first game, Crosby and Parker standing
at 13. The second game Crosby and Parker won to their opponents'
11, and the third easily.

Final Round.
H. S. Crosby beat A. Bewes
J. H. Parker J. White

Although Bewes and White played up well, Crosby and Parker
were not to be denied, winning the first and second games to their
opponents' 12 and H.

The tie for second place resulted in a good match between L. V.
Lester and J. T. Harries and G. M. Lester and W. P. Cockeram,
and was eventually won by the former couple.

JUNIOR DOUBLE-HANDED.

First Round.
Cookson beat
Tucker, mi.

Cookson and Tucker won easily. .

House, mi.
Kitson, mi.
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GrenfeII
Chilcott, mi.
Broadrick
Cunnillgham

beat

beat

lIfilford beat Jacob
Mayo Wallingtoll
Flindt beat. Welsford, mi.
Gaskell Loveband

This was a very evenly-contested match. Welsford and Loveband
won the first game, but Gaskell and Flindt succeeded in winning the
second and third easily.

Harper, mi.
Harris
Lester, tert.
Bowen

Second Round.
Milford beat Flindt
:Mayo Gaskell
Cookson beat Harper
Tucker Harris

Harper did his best to avert defeat, but was not well backed up by
his partner.

Bowen and Lester retired owing to the illness of the former.
Final Round.

Milford. beat Tucker, mi.
J'>fayo Cookson.

Owing to J\Iilford's good play, he and his partner had no difficulty
in securing first place.

Tucker and Cookson beat Flindt and Gaskell easily for second
place. •

SENIOR SINGLE-HANDED.

First Round.
L. lIL Haslope beat G. T. Petherick W. P. Cockeram beat T. Chalk
W. Oakeley beat J. Hewett E. W. Bastard beat C. R. Barney
C. Buckle beat R. S. Ainslie J. T. Harries beat F. Rigden

This was a very good match. Harries won the first and third
games.
H. s. Crosby beat G. M. Lester A. O. 'Whiting beat N. Gosling

Gosling was looked upon as a certain winner; but Whiting won
easily.

L. V. Lester beat W. M. Woodhouse

Second Round.
L. M. Haslope beat W. P. Oockeram

This was· a very exciting game.
A. Bewes beat C. Buckle L. V. Lester beat A. O. 'Whiting
H. S. Crosby beat J. T. Harries W. Onkley retired

E. W. Baitard a bye
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H. S. Crosby beat A.. Bewes

1>Iilford beat Loveband
Gaskell beat Kitson, mi.
Welsford, mi., beat Hams

TMrd Round.
H. S. Crosby beat L. M. Haslope L. V. Lester beat E. W. Bastard

. A.. Bewes a bye.
Fvurth Round.

L. V. Lester a bye
Final Round.

H. S. Crosby beat L. V. Lester
This match" was expected to be a close contest, which turned out

to be the case, the first game being only won after some hard play
by Crosby, the second, notwithstanding the good play of Lester,
falling to Crosby also, who is no doubt the better of the two.

JUNIOR SINGLE-HAND.

First Round.
Gaskell beat }'[ayo
Bowen beat Grenfell
Rarper, mi., beat Flindt
Welsford, mi., beat Wallington
Rarris a bye

Second Round.
Harper, mi., beat Cunningham
Bowen was obliged to retire
Tucker, mi., a bye

Third Round.

1>Iilford beat Cookson
Tucker, mi., beat House, mi.
Kitson, mi., beat Lester, tert.
Cunllingham beat Chilcott, mi.
Loveballd beat Broadrick

1>Iilford beat Tucker, mi.
Won easily.

Gaskell beat Welsford, mi. Harper, mi., a bye
Fourth Round.

1>Iilford beat Harper Gaskell a bye
Final Round.

1>Iilford beat Gaskell
Gaskell played up well and looked like winning, but in the end

had to succumb to superior play.
Harper, mi., challenged Gaskell for second, the result being a

victory for Gaskell after three capital games.

SCHOOL NEWS,
In the recent College Boat-races at Cambridge, the following old

Shirburnians were rowing :-H. Henn (Trinity Hall, 3), H.

Williams (Christ's), and F. E. Lacey (Caius, 3).

We were exceedingly glad tosee that H. T. Twynam was playing
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for England against Ireland in the Rugby Union Footballl\latch,

and obtained two touches.
We are also glad to see that H. W. 11acaulay has been chosen to

represent Oxford in the Inter-University Athletics at Lillie Bridge,
in the High Jump and Putting the Weight.

The two days of the Athletics will not be held together as in

former years-the first day being on Saturday, April 5th, and the

second on Ea8ter Monday.

Old Shirburnians will be glad to hear that the Chapel is again in
use, the enlargements having been completed.

The Greek Verse Prize has been awarded to Galpin, the Greek

Prose to Lester, ma.

MUSICAL SOCIETY.

On Tuesday evening, February 25th, the Musical Society gave

their forty-seventh concert, which, as a whole, was very successful,
although some of the choruses did not, perhaps, sound quite up to
their usual standard. The duet for treble and bass in "The Ruins
of Athens" met with a hearty encore, chiefly for the plucky way in

which Penny, tert., sang at this his first appearance here as a
soloist. During the Second Part the Concert-room was illuminated

by an electric light, worked from the School laboratory, and this was

afterwards erected outside, while the audience was dispersing.

The last Concert of this term will be given in the Chapel on

Monday, April 14th, at which a selection from the" 11essiah" will

be performed.

MR. LONGMAN'S COLLECTION.

lIr. Robert Longman, of Sherborne, one of the Governors of the School,
has with much kindness and liberality presented the scientific and other
collections of his late brother, 1Ifr. Longman, of Clifton, to the School
:Museum, free of all expense.

It will be interesting to give a short description of this valuable collection.
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The weapons from Polynesia and New Zealand consist of finely carved
clubs and canoe paddles, clubs finely ornamented, daggers and spears armed

with shark's teeth, lances, bows and arrows. Along with these a fishing line
with a hook made of mother of pearl, necklace of shells, stone axe with
carved wooden handle.

Among the Antiquities :-A glass funeral urn from the neighbourhood of
Carthage, containing remains of the cloth in which the ashes were wrapped;
a fine specimen of a stone celt from a bog in Ireland; specimens of Kim
meridge coal money.

In the Geological collection the fossil fishes from Purbeck Freshwater
Strata, Swanage, are the most striking feature. There are five or six perfect
specimens, two about 2ft. long. From the same Strata come dorsal spines of
fish and turtle plates.

Other fossils are :-Corals, very good, from the Coral Rag, Steeple Ashton ;
. Echinoderms, one excellent specimen, with spines attached; Saurian remains

from the Lias of Somerset; .fine examples of Trilopites from the Llandeilo
formation; polished sections of Ammonites and otherfoRsils from Sherborne;
Tertiary shells from Hampshire; bones gnawedby hyena from a hyena den,.
with teeth of ma=oth, rhinosceros, and hyena.

Among the Minerals there are specimens of Red Copper Ore; Tin Stone
with very good crystals; Amethyst Quartz; Arsenate of Copper, and other

Minerals.
These are the leading features of this collection, which would take much

room for a full description, and which forms a most interesting and valuable
addition to our rapidly growing School Museum.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
" A Trip to Killarney" is too voluminous for insertion in our pages.
We beg to acknowledge the receipt of subscriptions from the following:

1\1. H. Green, A. Coutanche, G. T. Clapp.
We must remind subscribers that their annual subscriptions (3s. 3d.) are

now due, and that no Shirournians will be sent uilless paid for beforehand.
Post-office orders maybe made payable to L. V. Le,ter, The School House.

We beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the following School
1\Iagazines :-Cliftonian, Rathmines School News (2), mula (2), Our School
Times, Tonoridgian, Rossallian, Blue, Haileyourian, Carthusian, Tavistockian,
Oinque Ports, Wellingtonian, Uppingham School Magazine, Felstedian,
IJztnstonian, Hurst Johnian, Blundellian, Marlburian, Magdalen College School
Magazine, 2!falvernian, Radleian, St. Edward's School Chronicle, Chardstock
Oollege Magazine.
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