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THE 14th of February has come and gone once more, and with it
probably the same number of valentines have been sent as in

previous years, and with similar results. But how few of those
loving couples knew that they were celebrating a pagan custom in
disguise! Such, however, was the case. It may be interesting to
your readers to hear some stray facts about the origin of this cele
bration. St. Valentine's Day is now almost everywhere a much
degenerated festival, and consists chiefly in sending gaudily decorated
pictures with very absurd rhymes attached. Its approach is heralded
by the appearance in shop windows of a vast number of missives
calculated for use on this occasion, and which need not be described
here, as this town afforded ample illustrations a few weeks ago.

At no remote period the celebration was of a very different kind;
ridiculous letters were unknown, and if letters were sent at all they
were usually couched in courteous terms. But the proper ceremoLy
of St. Valentine's Day was a kind of lottery, followed by results
not unlike those of the game of forfeits. A learned writer of about
two centuries ago gives the following short account. He says :-" On
the eve of St. Valentine's Day the young folks in England and
Scotland, by a very ancient custom, celebrate a little festival. An
equal number of maids and bachelors get together; each writes their

name upon separate billets, which they roll up, and draw by way of
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lots, the maids taking the men's billets, the men the maids'; so that
each of the young men lights upon a girl that he calls his' valen

tine,' and each of the maids upon a young man whom she calls hers.
By this means each has two valentines; but the man sticks faster to
the valentine that has fallen to him than to the valentine to whom

he is fallen. Fortune having thus divided the company into so many
couples, the valentines give balls and treats to their ladies, wear

their bUlets several days upon their bosoms or sleeves, and this

little sport often ends in love."
In the reign of Charles n. married and single were alike liable to

be chosen as valentines, and in Pepys' Diary (1667) we find this
entry :-" I am this year my wife's valentine, and it will cost me
£5; but that I must have laid out if we had not been valentines."

It was a prevalent notion among the common people that on the
14th of February birds selected their mates, and there was a general

disposition to believe that the persons drawn as valentines would
eventually be united in wedlock. Some supposed that the first
unmarriell person of the other sex whom one met on St. Valentine's
morning was a destined wife or husband. There is a curious passage

illustrative of this written by a forward young lady about the middle

of the eighteenth century. "Last Friday," she says, "was Valen
tine's Day, and the night hefore, I got five bay-leaves, and pinned
four of them to the four corners of my pillow and the fifth to the
middle, and then, if I dreamt of my swedheart, Betty said, we
should be married before the year was out. But to make it more

sure, I boiled an egg hard, took out the yolk, and filled it with salt;

and when I went to bed, ate it, shell and all, without speaking or
drinking after it. We also wrote our lovers' names upon bits of
paper, and rolled them up in clay and put them into water; and the
first that rose up was to be our valentine. Would you think it 1

1\Ir. Blossom was my man. I lay a-bed and shut my eyes all the
morning, till he came to our house; for I would not have seen
another man before him fer all the world." This shows to what
hardships superstition may drive its votaries.

. The origin of these peculiar observances of St. Valentine's Day is
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a subject of some obscurity. The saint himself, who was a priest of

Rome, was martyred in the third century, being first beaten with
clubs and then beheaded, and seems to have had nothing to do with
the matter beyond the accident of his day being used for the purpose.
It was the practice in ancient Rome, during a great part of February,
to celebrate the Lupercalia in honour of Pan and Juno; and on this
occasion the names of young women were put into a box, from which
they were drawn by the men as chance directed. The pastors of
the early Christian church, in order to eradicate the vestiges of pagan
superstition, substituted the names of particular saints for tho~e of
the women, and chose St. Valentine's Day for celebrating the n8W
feast, because it occurred about the middle of February.

But it seems that it was utterly impossible to extirpate altogether
any ceremony to which the common people had been much accus
tomed. Accordingly the outline of the ancient ceremonies was

preserved, but modified by some adaptation to the Christian system,
and tlie practice of choosing mates gradually became reciprocal in
both sexes.

We may therefore fairly consider that the modern celebration of
St. Valentine's Day is a relic of those heathen customs to which
many of our festivals and observances, especially in the case of
marriage, may be traced. In conclusion, I cannot but refer your

readers to the excellent description of St. Valentine's rites given by
Scott in the "Fair Uaid of Perth."

A.J.P.

MY FIRST LESSON.

THERE are occasions in the life of every individual which he can
never recall to mind without an inward shudder-occasions which

seemed to deprive him for the time of all the pleasure of existence,
and to make him wish that he had never been born-occasions the

memory of which will haunt him, frtJsh and unc1ouded, till all shall
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be lost in oblivion. One of such to me was the occasion of my
first reading the lessons in chapel. I was not very big then, in fact

I had scarcely reached the mature- age of sixteen; and it was the
very first time that, I had ever appeared in public, on which account
perhaps the unsympathetic reader, who has never been placed in the
same predicament himself, ought to make some allowance for my
shortcomings.

From the day on which the vague possibility of my having to
read the lessons in chapel at no very distant period flashed upon me,
there was a; kind of cloud hanging over my devoted head-a vague,
indefinable something which had at that time assumed no very
definite proportions, but which became more distinct and more
imminent in inverse proportion to the length of time which separated
me from the dreaded day, until on the- fatal morning my feelings

resembled more what I should imagine were those of a convicted!
criminal about to ascend the scaffold than those of an ordinary boy
walking up the chapel steps. Before this uncomfortable feeling had
come over me, nothing had occurred to interrupt the even tenour of
my school career. It is true that I had gone through the ordinary
trials of a lower-school boy; I had more than once made the
acquaintance of a birch rod, and was perfectly prepared to write an

essay upon the relative power of "stinging" possessed by a cane
and a cricket stump; nor had my handwriting been improved by the
many hundreds of "lines" that I had scribbled off on various
occasions; but these were merely temporary troubles. Now, on the
other hand, a calamity of a very different kind came upon me. I
felt myself to be about to make my debilt in a public capacity, and
the natural desire to make a good appearance added in no slight
degree to my own innate feeling of nervousness.

For some three weeks beforehand, then, I was in a great state of

mind; and such thoughts as these would continually present them
selves to my excited imagination :-" I wonder what I shall have to
read about, and whether it will be a long chapter or a short one;
not a long one, I hope, or I'm certain that I shall never get through

it; it must not be too short, either, or people will think I have got
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hold of the wrong one; so I'm in for it either way. Then, let's see,
how do you begin ~ 'Here beginneth,' &c. By-tIle-bye, I hope I
shan't make any mistakes. I remember Brown once enunciated in
triumphant tones some chapter of the Book of the Prophet Genesis,
while Jones is said to have added another Gospel-that according to
St. Acts--to the recognized four. And then at the end there is
another stumbling-block in the way of the unwary reader: he must
not forget which lesson it is that he has been reading, and must take
care not to say 'Here endeth the second lesson' when he has been
reading the first, or vice versa. Then lots of other unpleasant things
might happen. I might, for instance, have a bad cold, and not be
able to read in a more cheerful voice than a carrion crow, or I might
be under the absolute necessity of blowing my nose, and have t()
stop for that purpose, when of course the organ would begin, and I
should feel, if possible, more uncomfortable than I do at present."
Now all these reflexions, though indicative, it is true, of an active
and powerful imagination, could hardly be called cheerful and
invigorating to one in my position; and accordingly the more I
thought about it the less I liked the idea. About a week before the
dreaded day I carefully looked out my lesson, and read it over, a
process which I repeated once every day, until I knew it nearly all
off by heart.

At last the long-expected day arrived. I awoke with a start
about half-past five o'clock from a dream in which I seemed to be
reading away in chapel at a tremendous pace, but never to get any
nearer to the end of the chapter than I was when I begun. At
breakfa$t the agitation of my feelings became painfully apparent. I
made the most absurd answers to any questions that were addressed
to me, put a large spoonful of salt into my tea, and was proceeding
to cover my bread with mustard instead of butter when my attention
was called to the fact. After breakfast the lesson was of course
read over for the last time; and after this important duty had been
performed it was time to go into chapel. No sooner had I taken my
seat than a dozen new complications, all within the range of possi

bility, presented themselves before me. "Supposing the place was
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not found, should I be able to find it in a reasonable time 1 To
make certain of this, had I not better march out to the lectern
somewhere about the middle of the last psalm, so as to have plenty
of time to do so 1 .And, by-the-bye, I'm not very tall; I hope the
congregation will be able to see at least the top of my head above
that of the eagle. .And suppose I were to turn over two pages
instead of one, what a nice jumble that would make. But I had
better try to think of something rather more inspiriting than all
this, or I shall soon be in such a blue fright that I shall not be able

to get out a word when the time comes." But it was perfectly
useless to attempt anything of the kind; my thoughts would recur
to the awful subject in spite of all my endeavours to prevent it; so
that on the whole I don't think I ever spent a more uncomfortable
quarter of an hour than the one which immediately succeeded. .

But quarters of an hour do not last for ever, although to me this
particular one seemed to be in a very fair way to do so. .As I -\valked
from my place to the lectern every possible contretemps that had
before presented itself to my imagination now returned with three
fold distinctness, and accompanied by a considerable number of new
pages from the chapter of accidents. My recollections with regard
to the five minutes during which I was actually engaged in reading
the lesson are somewhat vague. I remember that I experienced a
sort of triumphant feeling after I had given out the chapter and the

verse withQut a mistake; and also have a dim recollection of con
soling myself at the end of each verse that there remained one less
to be got through. The only glance that I ventured to take at the
congregation so terrified me with a vision of a sea of faces all
directed towards my unhappy self that I very near lost the place,
and thenceforward kept my eyes stedfastly riveted to the lectern. I
also remember the contented calm which came over me at the last
V3rse, and which changed into a delirious joy as I pronounced the
words" Here endeth the First Lesson." Having shut up the book
with a loud bang in the fulness of my feelings, I walked back to my
place with a very different step to that with which I had left it, and

felt perfectly ready to read any number of lessons ever afterwards.
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Such were my feelings, as far as I can remember them. I have
by this time become quite accustomed to it, and take it all as a
matter of course; yet every time I walk out to the lectern I feel at 
first a slight sinking within me as I call to mind the fearful ordeal
which I once went through in the shape of my First Lesson. It
was hardly, however, exactly what one would call consoling when,
after chapel was over, I was requested by several of the congregation
to read a little louder next time and not to gabble quite so much.

ExPERTO CREDE.

Cd.v.cl.)

NEW YEAR'S EVE.

Once as I lingered thro' the fading hours,

I thought of what hath been and what shall be,

While Time's great chariot rolled on apace,

And thro' the gloom the hours stole wearily.

The gloaming melted into deeper hues,

And one by one the pale white stars arose

To deck the bosom of the wintry night,

While the pale moonbeams silvered all the earth.

And all that winter's eve I sat alone,

Even from sun-down, for my heart was sad;

For this night was the last, the very last,

That the Old Year should spend with us on earth.

Long sat I musing, till at length I heard

The bell toll slowly from the old church tower

Which should announce the Old Year's speedy death:

Then in my bitterness I wept and said,

" Old Year, I sorrow for thee; wherefore must

"Thou go? For we have been such friends-ah! yes,

" Such friends, and yet a-many tales hast thou
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.. To tell, which I would fain were laid to rest?

.. But that, alas! may never, never be ;

.. For tho' to-marrow's light shall see thee not,

.. And tha' we mourn for thee as dead, yet thou .

.. Shalt live, and with all foregone days await

.. The great dread day-till then thou cans't not die.

.. Ah! then thou shalt once more be seen of men,

" Tho' most have deemed thee dead, and few desired

"That thou should'st front them more with by-gone deeds.

"Old year, beloved Old Year, you must not go!

" I dread the bitter gloom of future days,

"The unknown perils of the coming year.

"What scenes shall hold me now? What darkening days

., Shall witness to my honour or my woe ?"

And then o'er moorlands wild and dreary wastes

Stole a weird voice adown the wintry blast;

Like to the sighing of the autumn winds,

Heard in the early morn by dying ears,

Long ere the sun hath left his ocean-bed;

And then I knew the Old Year spake to me :

"Farewell! the past and future are not thine,

., Look to the present, so shalt thou have life."

Thus as he ended, the last chime that told

The midnight hour was past fell on mine ear,

And ere the sound had faded from the earth,

The Old Year fled. "Glory to God" he sang,

And passed afar to where he must abide

Amid the memories of the Past, until

The Throne be set for Judgment o'er the earth."

w.
~). WJ;I}.lJ» ..
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SOCRATES.

EVEN the most superficial student of Athenian history cannot
fail to be attracted by the figure of Socrates; and when we

;see the violent attacks of Aristophanes, and contrast them with the
.eulogies of Plato and Xenophon, we must feel some desire to arrive
at a true estimate of a man who could arouse feelings so widely
different. The character of philosophy in Greece was naturally"
sceptical, an investigation into nature, a close study of the moral
code which is implanted in a man, and enables him to distinguish
between right and wrong, exposed the gross absurdities and glaring
inconsistencies of the old religious beliefs. The thinkers of the time
could not but feel that such a faith was, for them at least, untenable,
and they naturally attacked it, with more or less vehemence. Such
a revolution against long standing traditions met with warm support
among the young men, whf) saw in the new philosophy that which
might supply a want which the received religion was utterly inade
~uate to remove. It gave direction to their questionings, and
seemed to point to something higher and nobler than their religion
had evertaught them. But there was a bad side to this new teaching.
It rested merely on conjecture; it threw down the old beliefs, but
had nothing certain to put in their place. It received nothing
unproved; it drove out all faith, all trust, everything was subjected
to a searching investigation, everything beyond the comprehension of
the philosopher, even if not alsolutely rejected, was regarded with
suspicion. Moreover, though in its teaching philosophy avoided
any revolt against the laws of right and wrong, the overthrow of
the old dread of avenging Nemesis and a jealous deity gave many a
pretext for indulging in unbridled license. In every age there are
men who cling with regret and affection to the old ideas, who long
for the return of the" good old times" gone by, who view all change,

all innovation with suspicion and aversion. To this party such an
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Socrates.

upsetting of all that they revered and loved most could not but be
extremely painful, and they fought against it manfully. They saw,
or thought they saw, increasing corruption around them, and looking
for its causes th'ly naturally lighted on the philosophy which had
acquired such an influence over the youth. Who were these
philosophers, with their quibbles, and abstruse arguments, that they
should attack the old belief under which their fathers had lived for

ages, and in defenc<:l of which and of their freedom they had won
themselves eternal fame at Marathon, at Salamis, and at Platma.
" Surely this storm of scepticism, this argumentative curiosity,. would
bring the state to ruin; and its teachers might fairly be styled
'corruptors of the youth.'" They could not appreciate the good
points in their opponents, while their attention was constantly
attracted to the bad by the scornful treatment accorded to their
ideas and scruples, and the conduct of such scapegrace disciples as
Alcibiades. It could not be expected that they would pause to make
distinctions between the various members of the hated class, and
they naturally directed their attack against the most prominent of
its members. Though we must consider the picture of Socrates
presented to us in the clouds an absurdly exaggerated calumny, we
are bound, in justice to Aristophanes, to ascribe its injustice and
falsity to a complete misconception of the philosopher's character
rather than to a malicious personal enmity, putting forward charges
which it knew to be absolutely false merely to raise a laugh and
excite odium. We can hardly doubt that Aristophanes really dreaded
the evil he attacked, and in attacking Socrates believed that he was
striking at its real root. Posterity has shown by its verdict that he
was wrong, that Socrates approached nearer to the moral standard of
Christianity than any o~her heathen Greek. Though not a strictly
orthodox polytheist, Socrates was, in his philosophical teaching, pure
and elevated. He taught not to win himself money, as did many of
his contemporaries, but actuated by a desire to do good, to make men
see how ignorant, how paltry they really were. The gravest charge
against him is that of encouraging idle discussion, and even here he

seems merely to have fallen in with a common Athenian practice;
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on the contrary his simple manners, and his noble death point to an
excellence which claims our sympathy, and almost arouses us to
indignation against those who compassed his death, and believed the
calumnies of his accusers.

CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editor of the Shirburnian.

DEAR MR. EDITOR,

In your last number there appeared a letter which
advocated the formation of a Literary Society in the School. This
seems to me to be a very good proposition, and I cannot see any
reason why some decided step should not be taken in the matter.
I remember that when I first came to Sherborne an institution of
a similar character existed in the shape of what called itself a
Shakespeare Society. Although I never belonged to it myself,
and so cannot speak with certainty, as far as I can discover from
what some who were members of it say, it appears to have been
a very pleasant and desirable institution. Why it ever fell into
abeyance is not apparent; anyhow the sooner it is revived the
better for the School. If some members of the Sixth wOlild take
the matter up all difficulties (if there are any) would vanish. A
small entrance fee might be exacted, and members might meet in
one another's studies, or the Sixth class-room, to read through a
play of Shakespeare, or if this did not suit their tastes, it would
not be difficult to discover some other means of "combining
instruction with amusement." Hoping to hear more of this soon,

I remain, yours, &c.,
l\IUSOPHILUS.
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DEAR MR. EDITOR,

I am sorry to see that the fellows, at least some or
them, have so little regard for the Library Books. I was reading
a book the other day, "The O'Donoghue," in which there were
thirty or more pages tom out, and in many other books the
pictures as weIl as pages have been tom out. Hoping this may
meet the eyes of the offenders,

I remain, yours, &c.,

SPERANS MELIORA.

DEAR MR. EDITOR,

I should like, through the medium of your pages, to'
suggest an addition to the usual Programme of our Athletic Sports.
Why should we not have a Pole Jump as weIl as the High and
Broad Jumps? Pole-jumping is a most useful and enjoyable
exercise, and is, I believe, practised in many large Schools. It
has a great advantage over most of our sports, as it brings the
muscles of the arms and shoulders into play, and thus gives more
variety to the competition. It would do away with the monotony
of the Races, and would supply the place which Throwing the
Hammer and Putting the Weight hold in University Sports.
Hoping that this may fall under the consideration of the Games
Committee,

I am, yours, &c.,
POLAR BEAR.

DEAR MR. EDITOR,

On looking the other day at the Photograph Album in
the Library, and finding that it contained not more than a dozen
photographs, it struck me that a complaint ought to be made in
the Shirburnian. I am sure some of the fellows who have not
sent their photos have only omitted to do so from forgetfulness,.
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and would be most happy to do so if reminded. No one can
deny that the Album must always have a great interest for all
Shirburnians, and of course the amount of interest wiII be pro
portional to the number of photographs.

Yours, &c.,
L.M.G.

[We quite agree with our correspondent, and shall be very glad
to receive any Photographs of Old Shirburnians for the Album.
Edd. Shirfmrnian.J

FOOTBALL.

THE SCHOOL V. EXETER.

This match was played at Sherborne on December 7th, and re
sulted in a victory for the School by a gaol and a try to nothing.
The foreign team was a strong one, and at first the good running of
Wilson seemed likely to prove fatal to the School, but the excellent
play of the School forwards, especially W'nitehead, and the good
running of Harries and Welsford, proved to much for our opponents,
and just before half time Luff ran in at the corner of the
ground; the try, however, a very hard one, by Welsford, wae
unsuccessful. After half-time the superior training of the School
enabled them to keep the ball in their opponents' quarters, and the
efforts of Wilson and l\filford were unable to avert defeat. Before
long Harries obtained another try for the School, which was con
verted into a gaol. For Exeter, Wilson, Milford, and Thornton
played well, while Whitehead and Harries were especially noticeable
for the School.

Hchool.-Gay (back), J. Watts, G. Welsford (half-backs), A. O.

Whiting (flying man) J. T Harries, J. M Luff(quarter-backs), P. p.
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Phelps (captain), .A.. N. Whitehead, A. J. Galpin, J. Studley, W.11:.
W oodhouse, H. Broadmead, W. H. Smith, G. H. Pedlar, Roxby
(forwards).

THE SCHOOL V. EVERSHOT.

Played on the School ground, on Wednesday, February 5th.
PheJps kicked off against the wind, and the School, following up,
took the ball well into their opponents' quarters. Loose scrimmages
followed, and the ball being passed to L. V.Lester, he obtained a try
after a good maul in goal; the kick, however, by Welsford was a
failure. On the ball being dropped out Baskett, for the visitors, and
Welsford, Cockeram, and Harries, for the Schoo~ made some good runs,
and the visitors were again penned. Before long Harries ran in for the
Schoo~ the try by himself being successful The ball now remained
in the middle of the ground till half-time was called. After half-time,
Harries obtained another try, from whichPhelps kickedagoal. Damon,
Whitehead, and Baskett now did their best to avert defeat; but in
vain, as the visitors were again completely penned., and were
twice compelled to touch down in self-defence, while Pedlar obtained
a try, the kick by Whiting being unsuccessful. Shortly after no
time was called, thus leaving the School victors by two goals and
two tries to nil, which says much for the School fifteen, who through
the severe frosts were unable to play more than once before. For
the visitors, Baskett, Damon, Buchanan, and Wilson played well.
For the School, Harries, Whiting, Watts, and Whitehead were
conspicuous.

Evershot.-T. W. Wilson (back), Woodforde, Damon (half backs),
Baskett (captain), Whitehead (quarters), Walker, Watts, Studley,
Hawtrey, Hill, Buchanan, Buttray, Harper ma., Harper mi.,
Whitford-Hawkey (forwards).

School.-Watts (back), Lester, Welsford (half-backs), Whiting
(flying man), Harries, Cockeram (quarters), Phelps (captain),
Whitehead, Galpin, Broadmead, Smith, Pedlar, Aldous, Roxby,
Barney (forwards).
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THE SCHOOL V. E. C. HENNING'S TEAM.

This match was played on the School ground on Wednesday,
.Feb. 26th, and resulted in a victory for the strangers by one goal
to nothing. Damon kicked off for the visitors, who, for a short time,
pressed back the School, but the good running of Harries and Luff
soon brought the ball back to the middle of the ground. Not long after
this W oodforde made a good run, but was unable to pass the School
line. Several scrimmages ensued near half-way, in which White
head was especially noticeable. With the exception of good runs by
Welsford, Harries, and Luff, nothing remarkable occurred until half
time was called. After half-time the school had far the best of it,
and completely penued their opponents, though unfortunately unable
to obtain a try; when Woodforde got the ball, and by a run, nearly
the entire length of the ground, obtained a try for the strangers,
which was converted into a goal by Wilson. After this the game
resumed its former aspect, the school again pressing hard on their
opponents, but a good run by Whiting, and a drop at goal by Phelps,
were both uneffectual in regaining the feature of the game. For the
visitors E. C. Heuning, A. A. J\Iitchell, B. Woodforde, A. T. Michell
played well, while for the School A. N. Whitehead, J. M. Luff,
J. T. IIarries, A. D. Whiting are worthy of mention.

School.-J. Watts (back) L. V. Lester, W. G. Welsford (half
backs), A. O. Whiting (flying man), J. T. Harries, J. M. Luff (quarter
backs), P. P. Phelps (captain), A. N. 'Vbitehead, A. J. Galpin,
H. Broadmead, W. H. Smith, T. J. Pedlar, Aldous, Cockeram,
Barney (forwards).

Mr. Henning's Team.-T. W. Wilson (back), B. Woodforde, A.
T. Michell, (half-backs), E. J. DamoD, A. A. 1Iitchell, E. Tuffin,
(quarter-backs), E. C. Henning (captain), A. Elsworth, J. Tite, J. H.
Hill, A. Trewen, R. Edwards, A. Parson, F. Parsons, Gay (forwards).
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SINGING COMPETITION.

The competition for the prizes for Glee and Hymn Singing,
mentioned in ourNovember number, took place on Saturday, Dec.
14th., in the Concert Room, before a large audience. J. R. Sterndale
}{ennett, Esq., the founder and late conductor of the J\fusical
Society, was preclent. as judge. Five Choirs of five members each
competed for the Glee, viz. The School House, Tancock's, Wood's,
Hetherington's, and Day-boys j and in this order each Choir came
separately on to the stage and sang without accompaniment the glee
selected, which was Pearsall's "Oh who will o'er the downs so free!"
:Four Choirs of about twelve members each entered for the hymn
prize, the Day-boys not competing j and when they had sung
unaccompanied the hymn "0 come all ye faithful," the whole body
(Jf competing choirs came on to the stage, and the Head J\faster read
(Jut the order adjuged by J\fr. Bennett, which was as follows :-

For the Glee Prize,
1st. Hetherington's Choir, viz :-Sloman, ma., Hole mao, Barnes,

A. J. Galpin (conductor), and Chalk.
2nd. The School House Choir, viz :-Comerford tert., Newman,

Dixon, mi., Lester, ma., and R. S. Ainslie (conductor).

For the Hymn Prize,
1st. Hetherington's Choir, viz :-Ellis, ma., Hewett, Gaskell,

Chilcott, ma., Ellis, tert., Hole, mi, Cookson, Turner, mi., Sloman,
ma., Hole, ma., Barnes, A. J. Galpin and Chalk.

2nd. Wood's Choir, viz :-Gladstone, Turner, Leggatt, Whitehead,
tert., Hobbs, Dowell, Aldous, Wainwright, Edwards, rni., Smyth,
Bastard, ma., and Whitehead, mi., E. 1. Lough (conductor).

This is the first time that a competition of this kind has been
attempted, and the performance was very gratifying, as a considerable
amount of musical knowledge and ability was shewn by the choirs
and their conductors. It is to be hoped that next year every House

will be able to compete for both prizes.
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MUSICAL SOOIETY.

During last term two Concerts were given by this Society, assisted
by the Orchestral Society. The first took place on Thursday evening,
No,ember 7th, and was in every way successful. The choir on this
occasion sustained the choruses admirably, and the solos by Matthews
a.nd Ainslie, ma., were much appreciated. The orchestra distinguished
itself most in the performance of Haydn's VIIth Symphony, which
was very well rendered. There were three novelties at this Concert,
all of which gave great satisfaction, viz., the Head Master's readings
incidental to Locke's Music to Jl,Iacbeth, the performance of a. stringed.
trio by members of the orchestra without any professional aid, and.
the Rev. H. J. Poole's flute solos. Subjoined is the Programme.

PART L

Symphony No. 7, in C ...
Adagio-vivaee. Adt.J,gio. Menuetto e Trio.

Part Song, "The Indian Maid" ..
Piano Solo, " Lied ohne Worte" ..

Gladstone.
Trio in C ...

Allegro. Minuetto e Trio. Presto.
Two Violins and Violoncello.
Gee, Harper, mi., and Galpin.

Song, "'Tis jolly to hunt" (May Queen)
.A.inslie.

Chorus, EJl7l"7ioU ~l/le Ta.~de xwpa~ (CEdipus)

PART U.

. ..Haydn.
llinale.

. .. Hatton.
Mendelssohn.

... Beethoven.

Bennett•

ltfendelssohn.

Marche Romaine
Flute Solo, "Rimembranze Napolitane "

The Rev. H. J. Poole.
Scenes from l\facbeth, with Locke's Jl,Iusic.
Readings, by the Head Master ;
Act II. Scenes 1 and 2., Act IlL Scenes 4 and 5.,

Solos by Matthews and .A.insI1e, ma.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN.

Gounod.
... Paggi.

Act IV. Scene 1.
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Dunkler.

Nicolai.
Caldecott.

Gounod~

Violin: l\fr. Regan, Gee, Harper, ma., Harper, mi.,- Hobb5,
Cunningham, Williams, mi., Dickenson, mi. Viola: Lester, mi.

Violoncello: Galpin. Double Bass: Lester, ma. Flute: Rev. R.
J. Poole, Turner, 'Whitehead, tert., Parker. Piccolo: Penney, ma.

Oboe: Darling. Clarinet: Hole, mi. Cornet: Ainslie, ma.,
Oakeley. Horn: Phelps. Drums: Leach. Piano: Marriner.

Conductor: Mr. Parker.

The second Concert of the term was given on 1fonday evening,
December 16th, commencing at 7 o'clock. The first part of the
Programme consisted of Haydn's Second' Mass, and in this piece the
choir and soloists greatly distinguished themselves, for the music had
been carefully worked up and was very well received: it was
accompanied throughout by a selection from the full orchestra. The
overture which opened the second part was loudly applauded, but

the encores were reserved for the glee that followed, and for Mr.
WaIter's Pettit's' Violoncello Solo, which was a masterpiece- of

execution and delighted everyone. The Concert concluded with the
competition glee sung by the winning House Choir, the last verse

being repeated by the united competing Choirs. At its close- the
Read Master read Mr. Sterndale Bennett's report, and presented the

prizes to Galpin on behalf of Hetherington's Choir. The following

is the Programme.
PART I.

Second Mass, in C .•. Raydn.
Solos by Matthews, Smyth ma, Galpin and Ainslie, ma.

l'ART H.

Overture, "Merry Wives of Windsor" ...
Glee, "To all you Ladies now on Land"

1fr; Parker, Galpin, and Ainslie, mu.
Violoncello Solo, Fantasie Caprice ...

Mr. W. Pettit.

Solo and Chorus, "Nazareth" ...
Ainslie, ma.

Competition Glee, "0 who will o'er the downs so free"· ... PearsalL

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN.
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Rev. A. Wood.
E. H. Hensley.
Mr. Cleminshaw.

Violin: 1\fr. Regan, Gee, Harper, ma., Harper, mi. Viola: Mr.
Read. Lester, mi. Violoncello: "Mr. Pettit, Galpin. Double BtlSS:

Mr. Wand, Lester ma. Piccolo: Penny, ma. Flute: Rev. H. J.
Poole, Turner, Whitehead, tert, Oboe: Mr. E. L. Pembroke,
Darling. Olarinet: J\fr. F. W. Galpin, Hole, mi. Oornet:
Ainslie, ma. Drums: Leach. Harmonium: Marriner. Oonductor:

J\fr. L. N. Parker.

FIELD SOCIETY.

February lIth.-The first meeting of this the second year of the
Society's existence was held in the Museum on Tuesday evening.
The President opened the proceedings by saying that the rules
obliged all officers to resign at the end of each year, and that an
election for the ensuing year must take place. The Rev. A. Wood
was unanimously re-elected President, and J\fr. E. Cleminshaw
Curator; A. J. Galpin was proposed for re-election as Secretary and
Treasurer, but he preferred to resign that post to E. H. Hensley,
who was accordingly elected. Subjoined is a list of the officers
for 1879.

President ...
Secretary and Treasurer...
Curator

Album Keepers.
Botanical ... •.. Dixon, mi.

{
Benthall.Entomological Cambridge.

Geological... Lester, mi.
Ornithological Bowen.

Archreological... Ainslie.

Several interesting exhibitions were then made, including a very
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fine Mammoth tusk, which afforded Mr. Cleminshaw an opportunity
of describing the immense animal to which it belonged.

February 12th.-Mr. Cleminshaw gave the third of his series of
Lectures on «Spectrum Analysis" in the Chemical Lecture Room.
The subject was considered chiefly in connection with astronomical
discovery, and some very interesting experiments were successfully
performed.

It is intended to publish a Report of the Society's proceedings
during the past year as soon as possible.

The Museum has been re-arranged with great effect, and several
more specimens of stuffed birds and cases of geological collections
have been added.

SCHOOL NEWS.

A. J. Galpin has been elected to an Open Classical Scholarship at

Trinity College, Oxford.

In the list of the Mathematical Tripos at Oxford we were glad
to see the names of two old Shirburnians-T. H. Attwater, 11th
Wrangler, R. Webb, 26th Wrangler.

Since our last number W. Roxby has been presented with his First
Fifteen colours, and Barney with his Second. Fifteen colours.

We are glad to notice that .the following Old Shirburnians are
rowing in their College Torpids :-F. G. May, New j C. G. Cuming,

First Trinity j H. R. Harper, Second Trinity.

At a Games Committee held on Feb. IS, it was decided :-
(1) That the .A.thleticsbe held on Easter 1fonday and Tuesday.
(2) That the House Matches begin on February 25th.

The House 1Iatches have been drawn as follows :-Prices 'U.

Hetherington's, Day Boys v. Tancock's, Wood's v. Blanch's.

Lys,ma. and Buckle have been promoted into the Sixth Form.
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..1.gainBt.
H. P. Tregarthen
A. N. Whitehead
H. S. Sloman
H. Gosling
F. W. Northey

The following members of the Fifteen left the School at the end

of last term :-J. T. Studley, H. Woodhouse.

Old Shirburnians will perhaps be interested to hearthat the Chapel

is now very nearly finished; the universal expectation being that it
will be opened this term. Considerable progress has also been made
with the new Schoolroom, the roof of which is now completed.

DElJATING SOCIETY.

November 30th.-" That the invitation of William Ill. to
England meets with our approval." Proposed by the Cabinet.

For.
A. J. Galpin (2)
G. M. Lester
R. S. Ainslie (2)
H. Broadmead
H. W. Laing
F. Connop
H. Ellis
W. Woodhouse
H. L. Duon
H. 1'lfarriner
F. Rigden
J. Chadwick

This was a very spirited debate. and the speakers were very
numerous; the Proposition was carried by a majority of 13 (19-6).
Of the audience W. B. Wildman, Esq., spoke for the Proposition.

December 7th.-" That the character of Warren Hastings is
worthy of our highest admiration and esteem." Proposed by
H. P. Tregarthen.

For. ..1.gainBt.

H. P. Tregarthen (2) ),'. R. S. Ainslie (2)
H. S. Sloman L. V. Lester
A. J. Galpin A. N. Whitehead
H. Broadmead W. H Duon
G. M. Lester L. M. Haslope

This was not so good a debate as the last, but was attended by
a fair audience The Proposition was carried by 'a- majority of
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For.

A. N. Whitehead (2)
L. M. Haslope (2)
H. Gosling (2)

For.

A. N. Whitehead (2)
G. !I. Lester (2)
P. P. l'helps (2)

6 (15-9). At the close of the debate the Cabinet resigned, and
H. Broadmead was elected President, R. S. AinsIie, Vice-President,
and H. SIoman, Secretary.

December 14·th.-" That the employment of Indian Troops in
Europe without previous consent of Parliament is unconstitutional
and unnecessary." Proposed by A. N. Whitehead.

.Against.

H. P. Tregarthan (2)
H. W. Laing
P. P. Phelps (3)
H. Broadmead
H. House
J. E. Hayne
C. Lys

The Proposition lost by a majority of 9 (1.1--5). This debate,
the last one of 1878, was not so well attended as usual, but the
speeches. especially those of the Opposition, were very spirited.
At the conclusion of the debate the President congratulated the
society on the success with which debates had been carried on
during the past year, and expressed his hopes that the audiences
would be still larger in the next year.

January 25th (1879).-A meeting was held in the Sixth Class
room to transact business, and the following were elected members
of the Society :-W. C. Penney, G. S. Leggatt, H. S. Crosby,
and E. H. Hensley. The entrance fee was raised to one shilling,
on account of the lowness of the Society's funds.

February Ist.-" That the character of Cranmer meets with the
detestation of this hous~." Proposed by A. N. Whitehead.

.Against.

H. Gosling (2)
H. House
H. Tregarthen (2)
R. .A.inslie
G. T. Petherick
H. Broadmead
W. Dixon

This Debate was very poorly attended, and in consequence was
held in the Sixth class-room instead of the SchooIroom. The

Proposition lost by a majority of 7 votes (14-7).



,.
Debating Society. 143

February 8th.-" That the system of Private Schools is superior
to that of Public Schools." Proposed by A. N. Whitehead.

Fw.

A. N. Whitehead
H. P. Tregarthen

.Against.

R. S. Ainslie
G. M. Lester
L. M. Haslope
A. J. Galpin
L. H. Dixon
H. Broadmead

The Proposition lost by 7 votes (14--7). This debate was a
great success, and was attended by a large audience, of whom T.
E. Raven, Esq., and W. B. Wildman, Esq., spoke against the
Proposition. The nature of the proposition made it rather cine
sided, but the speakers for the motion most ably defended their
position.

February I sth.-" That we ought not to
arms the secession of any of our colonies."
Whitehead.

oppose by force of
Proposer! by A. N.

For.

A. N. Whithead (2)
H. Gosling (2)
G. M. Lester (2)
E. W. Bastard
W.Dixon
H. Marriner
P. P. Phelps (2)

.Against.

H. P. Tregarthen (2)
A J. Galpin (2)
J. Lys (2)
F. Connop
H. S. Sloman (2)
H. Broadmead (2)
G. T. Petherick
R. S. Ainslie

This was a very exciting and well contested debate. At the
conclusion the votes for and against the motion were found to be
equal, and the President gave his casting vote in favour of the
Proposition (9-8).

After the debate the Cabinet resigned, and A. J. Galpin was
elected President, A. N. Whitehead Vice-President, and G. M.
Lester Secretary.

February nnd.-II That the study of English Literature is not



144 Debating Society.

For.
R. S. Ainslie (2)
H. L. Dixon
L. V. Lester
C. Lys

sufficiently encouraged in our Schools." _Proposed by R. S.
Ainslie.

Against.
A. J. Galpin (2)
A. N. Whitehead
H. P. Tregarthen
G. :U. Lester
L. M. Haslope
G. Leggatt
F. Rigden
H. Broadmead

This debate was a very vigorous one, and was only decided by
the President giving his vote for the Opposition.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

DECLINED WITH TIIANKB :-"Tell me where is Fancy bred I"

41 The Last Stand of the Mahometans in Europe."
"SKATING."-Not quite up to our standard; but we shall be glad

to hear from you again.
We should advise the author of "A Page from my Holiday

Diary" to try a more congenial subject.

We beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the following
School Magazines :-Elean, 1Jfagdalen School Journal (2), Mel
bumian (2), Durham University Journal, Felstedian (2), Laxtonial1,
ElstoniiXn (2), Ousel, Leys Fortnightly (3), St. Edwarrls School
Ohronicle (2), "ffIarlburian (3), Blue, Epsomian, Radleian (2),
Ros.~allian (2), Malvernian, Tonbridgian (2), Ulula, Reptonian,
Wellingtonian (2), Hurst Johnian (2), Our School Times,
Denstonian, Ratkmines School News, St. Andrew's College (Graham's
town) Magazine, He.refordian, Sydneian, Wykehamist, Eastborne

Clijtexnian, Oranleigk School Magazine.


