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2:'HERE is a striking parallel.between the persecutions.of
~ the Jews in Russia, which lately moved the indignation

of the civilized world, and those which at an earlier
period of European history were inflicted. on a race similarly
outcasts and wander~rs-the mysterious gypsies. We know,
however, in the one case the origin, the history, the reason for
the dispersion; but in the other, until very recent times, all
this was buried in hopeless obscurity: and their own belief of
their origin was a mere fable. .Their name is the' last relic of
the error, derived as it is from Egypt, whence they announced
themselves to have come.

The most trustworthy account of their origin and move>
ments is derived from philological considerations. 1Vherever a
colony. of gypsies settled for any length of time, the language
of the district lent itself readily to aid their polyglot vocabu
lary; hence as the foundation of their tongue is not Coptic
the theory of an Egyptian, origin is inadmissible. The nearest
approach to their dialect-the Romany is found)n the various
tongues of, the Punjab ; and it may be safely:;cony~uded that
this district was the cradle of the race. Thence across Persia

. .' . .' '.

they passed to Asia Minor, and the shores, .0£ the Aegean.
Here, to judge from the large admixture of Greek words in
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their tongue, they must have lingered long. About the

beginning of the fifteenth century they passed into Europe,

and thenceforward historical evidence is procurable.

In the year 1417 a large bndy of swarthy foreigners under

two leaders presented themselves before the Hanseatic towns,

claiming to be the inhabitants of Little Egypt. They bore

letters from the Emperor Sigismund explaining that they

were on a pilgrimage, and commending them to the hospitality

of those whose lands they might traverse in their journey. On

the strength of these they passed through central Germany

and Switzerland. A band then proceeded across the Alps to

Rome, and obtained a papal mandate continuing this protection.

This was only the advanced guard of the gypsy host, for" in

1438 a great wave of immigration broke over the "Vest." The

evils this brought on European society have been enormous,

and no doubt still remain. To such an extent had they grown

in the middle of the next century that every country in

Europe found it necessary to proscribe and persecute. In

France and Germany they were treated like wild beasts.: in

Spain they were believed to have kidnapped and sold Christian

children; in Turkey to have eaten them-and were treated
accordingly.

During the last century, however, a change came over their
prospects. Maria Theresa and Charles In. took measures for
educating and training these wanderers; and were partially
successful. But" railway companies, enclosure acts, and rural
police" have been too much for them. They have deserted
the old world and taken refuge in the vast desert spaces of
the Far "Vest. Their end is (comparative) peace. So may
that of their fellow wanderers be.

RP.



51

A SCHOOL POET.

A SKETCH.

" I am no trumpet, but a reed."-llfrs. Browning.

A rough head of hair, bent over a sheet of foolscap all
scratched and scrawled with corrections: a pen, whose top has
been nibbled down by the convulsive teeth of the owner, and
a hand that supports a forehead, which is racked with rhymes
and similies-such is a sketch of a School Poet engaged on his
Prize Poem; of which he has finished but a stanza or so,
and it is now only a fortnight before he must send it in to
head-quarters. And so night after night, when the Latin
Prose is finished, and the Martial put back on the shelf; when
he has forced the repetition more or less into his head, and
solved at length his evasive riders; then-while he can hear
in the study next his the coffee-cups jingle, and the joke go
round, then-he pulls out of his cupboard his roll of manu
script, and scribbles away in the lamplight his legions of
heroic verses. .

" "Words, words, words." And when it is all finished, from
the first couplet that he puzzled so long over to the last that
seemed to flow so glibly' from his pen; when it has been
copied out in careful hand by his companion, and the mottoed
envelope conceals his name,-then comes a season of suspense
that gives him a glimpse of what must be the feelings of a
besieged garrison, that are straining their eyes long and hope
fully for the first sight of the friends who are coming to their
rescue.

But the worst is to come, when the result is announced
in the Schoolroom. During those tantalising moments in
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which the envelopes are opened, who can depict the agony of
expectation alive in his breast? No one who has not been
through it himself can fancy what it is like. And then when
he hears his own motto, and recognizes for the first time that
he has failed to win the longed-for prize after all, then comes
the mighty fall from the summit of the precipice of hope to
the depths of the abyss of reality. Nor is the mOlIlent made
the less bitter by the cheery friend who, with the best possible
intentions, takes his arm with the consoling words :-" Sorry
you did not get it, old fellow, but of course you could'nt
expect to win: you did a great deal better than I ever thought
you would."

And our Poet mutters with the melancholy Pri~ce of
Denmark; "Wormwood, wormwood!"

But if he be successful-if his wildest fancies be crowned
with effect, and he comes out first: even then all the sky is
not rosy for our young poet. There is Commemoration to be
got through: there is the sword hanging over his head, that
must fall one day-the duty of reciting his lines to a large
audience, who, having listened patiently, perhaps with pleasure,
for over two hours to a medley of Shakspeare and Aristophanes,
Sheridan and Moliere-to say nothing of selections from
successful Greek Iambics and Latin Prose, which to a con
siderable portion of them is " Greek" indeed-are now con
strained to attend to our young poet's couple of hundred
English lines, while they are longing for luncheon, and
weary of their somewhat cramped seats.

And this is not all. The Schoolboy is a cruel critic. He
is anchored for awhile at that stage at which it is de rigueur to
admire nothing; and the School Poet gets a lion share of his
pleasantries.

And so it is that while he goes on reciting, our friend every
now and then comes to a point where his voice quivers; not
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as the audience suppose from the nervousness engendered of
recitation, so much as from the certainty that this is one of
the passages which he will be expected to explain to a facetious
gathering of his fam:; and that he will be regaled by some
less favoured poet with a clumsy parody on this his prettiest
passage.

And it is a little trying to be asked by the first soul he meets
on concluding his recitation whether his simile of the storm is
not to be found somewhere in "Enoch Arden ;" it is enough
to try a stronger patience than his, when his own trusted
friend, whose opinion on poetry he values so much, would like
to know if his line

" I wandered through the Halls of Mystery,"
alludes to Maskelyne and Cook, or the British Museum!

But even the highest poet in the land has to bear with
ridicule sometimes! !

Ill.

THE ICE QUEEN.
A Fragment.

Far in the barren North, enthroned in the midst of the icebergs
Icebergs moulded and heaped to a palace of shimmering crystal;
Turrets of ice above, transparencies bordering the ice roof.
Built on a field of ice, smooth, sole, save where in the distance
Rose from its still expanse the blue ice-hills round the horizon-
Stately, a queen among queens, sat the white robed queen of the Ice-realm.
Bright her eyes as the glintings that pointed the peaks of her palace,
Flashed from their tapering spires, when again and again to the Northward
Crept from the hills of ice the mid-night sun in his circling
Crept, and was lost for a time as each summit obscured him revolving.
Black were her locks. as where on the vine-sloped Southland sierras
Chant of the vintage a cho1'11S of Aragon's maidens.
·White her robe, while around it, below, ran a border of crimson
A.s of the crimwn snow, which, voyagers tell 'mid amazement
Falls from the lowering sky-a blood-red stain on the snow plains;

Seeming the hosts of the air had forgot for a season their nature,
Joined in the din of the battle, and this were,the trace of the onset.

E.P.
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1884-1885.

" And the new sun rose bringing the new year."

Just a moment he paused on the threshold,
Just an instant he stood in the light,

And that friendly face vanished for ever,
Passing out to the shades of the night:

He is gone with the sun from the meadows,
With the flowers from the violet bed ;

He has passed to the land of the shallows
To reign with the days that are dead !

But another stands cold by the fireside,
Who, trembling and lashed by the rain,

Saw the red sun go down on the mountain,
As t{) reach us he hasted amain ;

With his face to the blast he has hurried
To wipe from our eyelids the tears,

To bid us look forth on the morrow,
Not back on our dreams of past years.

For, brothers, there can be no turning,
When the hand is once laid to the plough;

There is work in the vineyards around us,
That may be done-must be done-now:

You will store for the Future your treasure,
If your Present be manfully sped,

Then onward, and waste not your leisure
In dreams of the Days that are Dead!

IlI.



FOOTBALL.

SHERBORNE SOHOOL V. THE 22~D (CHESHIRE} REGIMENT.

This match was played on the ~chool ground on November 22nd,

and resulted in a win for the Visitors by 2 goals to nil. The School

won the toss and Lieutenant Lamb kicked off for the Regiment at
3.15. The ball was well returned by Elton, and scrimmages
followed 0;.1 neutral ground. Good play by Jaffrey, Aldous, and

Gray, and good runs by gryant and Fellwick, gradually took the
ball into the Regiment's 25, but they were relieved by Lamb, who

took the ball back to half-way by a good run. Again Bryant and
Heath carried the game into the Visitors' 25, but Linnell and

Cholmondeley brought it back, and another run by Lamb carried it

into the School 2.5, where Anderton and Brutton were most

conspicuous: and the latter, by a splendid run, brought the game to

half-wat, where scrimmages ensued, in which Aldous, Linnell, and
Adkins showed prominently. Lamb then, by a brilliant run,

made a great effort to get in, but was collared on the goal-line.
Hayes, however, got a tryout of the scrimmage, and Lamb kicked

a splelluid goal. Aluous kicked off. The ball was well returned by

Lamb, who directly after made a good run, but was collared by

Bryant. Scrimmages took place in neutral territory, and Gray,

Aldous and Benedict showed good play. In spite of the efforts of

Cholmolltleley, Gray, Brutton, and Jaffrey touk the ball into the
Visitol's' 25 ; and they had to touch down. Lamb dropped out, and
Fenwick just had time to make a good run before half-time was

called. Aldous kicked off, and the ball was well returned by

Cholmondeley. With the help of Gray and Perch the game was

soon brought into the Regiment's 25, and Gray all but secured a try.

Scrimmages followed, and O'Brien, Gray, Benedict, and Eryant,

were most prominellt. In spite of Gray's endeavours the Visitors'

forwards, aided by Ritson and Powell, brought the ball to half-way,
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and Evans and Lamb took it ir.to the School 25, whence the latter
got in and kicked another good goal. Aldous kicked off, and
scrimmages took place half-way: Lamb made a good run but was
collared by Perch; and the good play of the latter and Gray,
aided by a drop by Fenwick, took the ball into the Regiment's 25,

until Eryant, Heath, ancl Fenwick, by good runs, forced them to
touch down. Lamb dropped out, and scrimmages were formed in
the Visitors' quarters, but notwithstanding the efforts of Aldous, the
School could not get in, and the Regiment by a final rush, carried
the ball into neutral territory, and Lamb, after a brilliant run, was
collared by Fenwick in the School 25, and the game was left there
when time was called. For :the Regiment, Lamb was invaluable
behind and was well supported by Cholmondeley and O'Brien, alld
Linnell ,also played well, while Evans and Hayes were most
conspicuous among the forwards. For the' School, Bry,ant and
Heath 'behind, and Aldous,' Gray and Jaffrey,forward, did their
utmost to avert defeat.

The 22nd Cheshire Regiment :-H.B.Powell, backjE. J.
Lamb,H. 'R. Cholmondeley, Sergt. Ritson, three-qnarterbacks;
Sergt. 'M:ajorBirkly, Sergt. O'Brien, Private Linnell. ,half-backs; Q.

W. Wilkinson, 'Colonr-Sergt.White, Sergt, Hayes, Sergt. ,Wright,
Sergt. MelIor, Dr. Evans, Private Tarrall, Private Loakes, forwards.

The School :-W.Elton, back j G. R. Brutton, G. R. Heath,
and G. R.Fenwick, three-quarter-backs j J. H. Perch, J. H. Bryant,
half-backs ;A. G.Aldous,captain; H. A. Gray, N.P. Jaffrey, C. E.
Benedict. C. E. Anderton, E. J. Straud, E, S..Chattock G. F.
'Adkins, and A.' C. Broadbent, forwards.

THE SCHOOL V. MR. GRIFFITH'S TEAlII.

This match was played on the School ground, on Saturday,
November 29th, and after. a well contested game resulted ina
victory for the School by 2 goals to nil. 1.1r Griffith· won the toss
and Aldous kicked off at ten minutes past three. 'l'he ball was at

once taken into the Scratch 25 where scrimmagf's took place: TIryant
made a good run and passed to Brntton who secured a try in the
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corner of the ground from wliich he kicked a splendid goal.
Hodgson kicked off, and Raven following up well got the ball and
made a good run into the School 25, but Bcnediet and Jaffrey at

once took it back, and scrimmages ensued in the Scratch 25.
Raven again distinguished himself by a very good dribble which took
the ball into the School 25, but Elton speedily brought it back to

half-way by a good run. Scrimmages then followed in neutral

territory, in which Chick and Gray showed prominently. In spite
of the efforts of Griffith, Aldous and Adkins, aided by good runs by

Brntton, Perch, and Heath, took the ban into the Scratch 25, but

'Whitehead, by a very good run, brought it half.way, where he was

collared by Brutton. The School forwards soon carried the game

into their opponents quarters and forced them to touch down. Mayo
dropped out and a good run by Heath returned tho ball to half-way.
By the joint efforts of Aldous, Anderton, Bryant, and Perch, the ball
was taken into the Scratch 25, where Hodgson, Fenwick,

Backhouse, and Jaffrey were conspicuous. . Carter and Mayo made

some good runs, and the latter was collared by Elton on the goal
line. The School were only partially relieved by Benedict,jHeath,

Jaffrey, ani!. Adkins, until Perch, by a splendid run of almost the

entire length of the ground, obtained a try behind the posts from

which Aldous kicked a goal. Half-timo was then called. On the

game being resumed the Scratch Team penned the School within
their 25 for the rest of the game, but in spite of all their
endeavours they could not obtain a try owing to the good collaring
of Brutton and Elton. Hodgson kicked off, and scrimmages

followed in the School 25. Eryant, Brntton, J'lIayo, and Elton
made some good runs, and then the ball went outside behind. On

the ball being dropped out, it was well returned by Griffith, and

after a good run by Fenwick, Jaffrey and Benedict took the ball

over their opponfmts goal-line where Mayo kickei!. it outside behind.

Hodgson dropped out, and scrimmages were forrued in the School

25, in which l\loore, Chick, HodgsOll, Belledict, and Aldous were

conspicuous. Brutton, ·Whitehead, and Mayo made some good runs,

and the latter was well collared by Fellwick. The School forwards

led by Aldous, Jaffrey, and Gray tried hard to relieve their side but



58 Football.

were unable to do so, and after Brutton, Bryant, and Heath by good
runs had brought the ball into neutral ground, time was called.

For the School, Brutton and Perch played best outside, and
Aldous, Gray, Jaffrey, and Benedict among the forwards; while for
the losers, :Mayo and Whitehead outside, and Hodgson, Raven,
Moore, and Backhouse did their best to avert defeat.

The School:-W. Elton, back; G. R. Brutton, G. R. Heath,
and G. R. Fenwick, three-quarter-backs; J. H. Perch, J. H.
Bryant, half-backs; A. G. Aldous, captain; H. A. Gray, N. P. Jaffrey,
C. E. Benedict, C. E. Anderton, E. J. Stroud, E. S. Chattock, G. F.
Adkins, and A. C. Broadbent, forwards.

Mr. Griffith's Team :-M. C. Ll. Griffith, captain; H. H. W.
Mayo and F. W. Carter, three-quarter-backs; C. S. Whitehead, and
P. 111. Bell, half-backs; C. H. Hodgson, T. E. Haven, J. 1I100re, H.
P. Chick, A. Backhouse, H. Manfield, R. Aldridge, T. Blake, C.
Crisp, H. ·W. Bradford, forwards.

THE SCHOOL V. OLD SHIRBURNIANS.

This match was played on the School ground, on Saturday,
Dec. 13th, resulting in a victory for the School by two tries to nil.
Gray kicked off for the School, and the ball being well returned by
ChiIcott, scrimmages took place half-way, where Biddle was
conspicuous. Bryant, Brutton, and Perch then took the ball into
the territory of the Old Shirburnians, who were soon, however,
relieved by Whitehead and Mayo. Good play on the part of the
Old Shirburnian forwards aided by a run from Venn took the game
into School quarters; Perch, however, by a good run, brought the
ball back half-way. Venn brought it back and in spite of the efforts
of Elton and J affrey the game continued for some time in School
territory, House and Mayo working hard. Brutton, Benedict, and
J affrey relieved the School for a short time, but Chilcott and Venn
soon again threatened the Present's goal. Chilcott and Hobbs did

their utmost to get off, but were unsuccessful, half-time being soon
called. On the game being started again, Gray, Brutton, Perch, and
Eryant, took the ball between them into the quarters of the Old
Shirburnians. After some good play on the part of Gray and
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Perch some finely.contested scrimmages ensued, until Perch obtained
a try behind the posts. The kick by Elton was a failure. Very
soon Bryant obtained a second tour,h for the School in the corner
of tbe ground, but Brutton was not successful with the kick j Perch
all but got in again but was collared on the goal-line, just in time,
by Venn. Chileott and Bennett now showed some really good play,
but in' spite of their endeavours, the ball was taken to their goal
line, by Anderton and Adkins, and Chilcott touched down. After
the drop out, the Old Fellows took the- ball to the half-way flag,
where Benedict, Grenfell, Biddle, and Ble~zby were conspicuous.
Time was then called. For the School, Perch was especially
brill'iant outside, and was well supported by Brutton and Bryant,
while Gray, Jaffrey, and Benedict played best among. the forwards.
For the Old Shirburnians, Chilcott and Venn outside, and House,
Biddle, Michell, and Grenfell, forwards were best. The School were
without the services of their captain, A. G. Aldons.

Present :-W. Elton, backj.G. R. Brutton, G. R. Fenwick, H. C.
Hill, three-quarter-backs j. J. H. Perch, J. H. Bryant, half-backs;
H. A. Gray, captain; N. P. J affiey, C. E. Benedict, C. E. Anderton,
E. J. Strand, E. S. Chattock, G. F. Adkins, W. Bleazby, A. Ct

Broadbent, forwards.

Past :-E. W. Chilcott, C. F. Venn, H. H. ,v. 1fayo,. three
quarter-backs; C. S. Whitehead, captain; E. T. Hobbs, half-backs;
H. H. House, A. R. Biddle, H. J.- Mongan, G. T. Bennett, J. H.
Strond, J. S. G. Grenfell, A, G. Tracy,> J. E. },lichell, F. B.

Phillips, J. l\foore, forwards..
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CORRESPONDENCE.

THE FIVES COURTS.

To the Editor of the Shirburnian.

DEAR SIR,

Allow me once more to make use of your columns to point

out to the School the deplorable condition of the Fives Courts.

Wby should they be allowed to remain in their present state?

'With the small sum of £30 much could be done to make them more

attractive and enjoyable to those who play this healthy and scientifiC"
game. Why should not those who are unable to play Football have

some other game to resort to? :1<'01' how can "Fives" be called a

game played in such courts as we possess 1

It is perfectly impossible to have good Fives Courts made merely

of slabs of stone. Let them ut least have a covering of asphalt or
cement and not be partially covered, as at present, by fragments of

moss and pools of water, not to speak of the innumerable c~acks and

holes which are so disastrous to the players. Could not the

necessary expenses be defrayed by a SUbscription fro III the Past and
Present members of the School; it would only be a matter of a few

shillings from each. Hoping this will meet with the consideration

it deserves, but which I very much fear it will not get, as a previous

letter of mine on the same subject received no attention whatever,

Believe me,

Dear Sir,

Yours &c.,

A FIVES PLAYER,

[ED. Smu.-As you say, the matter has been much discnssed, not
only by yourself IIut by other correspondents. 'Ve would suggest
the subject be represented to the Games Committee, who surely are
the persons to bllsy themselves iD. the matter.l
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DEAR SIR,

Hearing that a friend of mine intends sending to your pages
his opinion of the state of the Fives-Courts, I also beg to be
allowed to give my opinion on the same subject. Our Fives·Courts
are indeed in a bad state: but would not this be far less noticeable
if the Courts themselves were- constructed differently 1 If anything
is done to improve the Fives-Courts (as I hope there will be) I
propose that a buttress be added, and a step dividing the Upper from
the I,ower Court, as in the Eton Fives-Courts. Such an innovation
would make the game far less monotonous, and far more interesting
and scientific than it now is. There always seems to me to be a
certain coldness and dreariness about our Courts with their straight
walls and level, (or rather, unlevel) floors. Would not they be much
more attractive both to players and lookers-on, if they each
possessed a lordly buttress issuing from their walls 1 It would also
add indefinitely to the skill of the game, as well as to the exercise
which it affords. The game, as played in our Courts seems to be a
matter of who can hit the hardest, there are no "strokes "-no pet

corners like the" pepper-box" at which the player may aim and thus
completely baille his adversary: in a Court with a buttress, there are
innumerable tricks and dodges which all add to the pleasure and
excitement of the game. Roping that my proposal will meet with
the approval of the authorities,

I am, dear Sir,
Yours, &c.

ERISMA.

SIR.
Suggestions made in your columns are all too easily forgotten,

if ever indeed regarded. Last term, however, a letter appeared signed
C02 which I think demands attention. It advocated the institution
of certain field-days, when Football had stopped, on which any fellows
who liked could go and practise their distances and jumps, the
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eourses having previously been marked out. I would, Sir, remind
the Games-Committee of this suggestion with a hope that they may
be induced to adopt it. We have lost since last year many of our
most prominent athletes, and it will require really steaily practice, if
our times are to be up to the average. Roping that this will not be
entirely neglected,

I remain,
Yours &0.

RNO.
s

BOWLING MATTING.

DEAR Un. EDITOR,

Is that much longed for cocoa nut matting for bowling on
ever going to appear 1 Our bowlers want practice, if they are to be
successful this season,

Yours etc.
One who wishes for the welfare of the XI.

"THE SHIRBURNUN."

DEAR MR. EDITOR,

I conclude your supervision is not confined alone to the
current numbers of the Shirburnian. I therefore call your attention
to the wretched carelessness with which the volumes of the magllzine
now in the Library are treated. They are a most valuable portion
of its contents, and should be cared for as such. Why! one of them
has had its cover torn nearly off, and as they are substantially bound
some force must have been necessary to accomplish this praiseworthy
feat. Trusting more careful usage will be their lot in future.

I am,
Yours regretfully,

LIBRU!lI NEQUEO LAUDARE.

[ED. SHIR.-We fully appreciate your grievance, but the duty

of superVision is not ours.]
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MUSICAL SOCIETY.

Two musical events which have taken place this term call
'for special notice in the" Shirburnian." The first of these was
a Musical Evening most kindly given by Mr. and Mrs. Regan,
with the help of their friends, Herr Svendsen and Miss
Howes. The great feature of the evening's music, which
took place on the 28th of January, was the playing of
Herr Svendsen. There is, we are informed, only one greater
flute player ill the world than Herr Svendsen; whoever his
rival m.ay be, we think he would require to play with
something more than human perfection to surpass the
performance that was heard on the 28th. One wonders how
a flute could be made to give the effect of simultaneous
sounds, as it did in Herr Svendsen's hands. The Programme
was as follows :-

1. ORGAN SOLO
MR. P.AllKER.

2. FLUTE SOLO '" " Variations Brillantes "
HERR SVENDSEN.

Solo Flauti&t to Her Majesty the Queen.

3. SONG "She wandered down the mountain side"
MISS HOWES.

4. VIOLIN SOLOS {Schummerlied .
Romance •.•

MR. REGAN.

F. Boehm.

F. Clay.

F. Ries.
Papini.

6. SONG ...

6. FLUTE SOLO

. .. " 'Twas within a mile"
MISS HOWES.

"Le Tremolo"
HERll SVENDSEN.

•.• Demersseman.

On February 9th the School Musical Society had the
pleasure of hearing the Organ in the Schoolroom displayed
to the very best possible advantage. in the hands of M.
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Alexundre Guilmant. If Herr Svendsen as a Flautist is
second only to one, .M. Guilmant is, we have been told, second

to none as an Organist, so that those who heard him that
evening might have the satisfaction of reflecting that there
was no man living on the earth who could have better shown
us what our Organ is capable of. 'Without attempting to
criticise the performance, we may say that it was most
wonderful, equally as to the interpretation of the highest class
of music, the proof of extraordinary technical skill, and the
display of all the best points of our instrument. Monsieur
Guilmant, who lives in Paris, is indeed worthy of being a
Commander of the Papal Order of St. Gregory, and a
Chevalier of the Legion of Honour, for such are the high
titles betokened by the insignia which he was wearing. None
we think, who heard it, will forget his improvisation on two
English tunes, which, written out on paper, the Headmaster
handed to him then and there, without the least preparation.
Themistocles himself could not have been better able

aU'ToCTx€31~~€IV 'Ta 3lollTa. The :Music performed was the

following:

J. S. Back.
... Alex. Guilrnant.

F. Couperin.

R. Sckurnann.
iJIendelssokn.

Lernrnens.
A lex. Gllilrnant.

Padre lfIartini.

1. SONATA in F. with Pedal Solo
2. NUPTIAL :MARCH ...
3. SmUR MONIQUE, rondo
4. CANON in B. minor
5. CHORALE with variations (6th Sonata) ...
6. PASTORALE in F....
7. ALLEGRETTO in B. minor...
8. GAVOTTA from the 12th Sonata...
9. IMPROVISATION

Last term was brought to a close with the eighty-second concert

of the :Musical Society. It cannot bo denied that our choir is by no
means as strong at the present time as it has been in former periods
of its existence: allowing for this weakness, which we hope is only
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temporary, the performimce of Sullivan's "Prodigal Son," which

began the concert, we think was creditable to all those concerned.

The solos were sung by Price, Taylor, tertius, Mr. Weisse and
:Mr. Rodgson. The second part of the concert was miscellaneous;
two instrumental duets call for especial remark, those of Turner, mi.,
and Carver, on the piano, and Cole, ma. and mi. for violins. ,The
latter performance was a farewell one, whicn is a fact much to be
regretted. Our orchestra cannot well afford to part with snch
useful members [tS thl) Cole brothers. Mr. A. H. Spens Black gave
us two specimens of his musical skill; one to many an old friend,
Batton's "The Clown's Song"; the other, to most of us, a
complete noveltj, a solo on the gigelira. Was this performance as
difficult as it sounded? Or did it sound as difficult as· it really
was? Both questions suggest themselves in reference to this strange
fantastic effect. The School song ., Old King Christmas" was once

more (yes, we will dare to say it) nearly spoilt by, the "Chorus
Mysticus" of robust and most corporeal ghosts. But one would
not wish Old Shirburnians to be, or to sing, like real ghosts.
The programme was as follows :-

1. CHORALE " Sleepers wake" (St Paul) Mendelssohn.
2; ORATORIO "The Prodigal Son" Sullivan.

The Solos were suug by Price, Taylor tert" Ur. \Veisse,
and Mr. Hodgson.

3. PIANO DuET " Allegretto" Sterndale Bennett.
Turner, mi. and Carver.

4. CAROL " Joyous Day" ... ... W. H. Bliss.
(Formerly Assistant Master at 8herborne School.)

5. SONG (with burden) "The Clown's Song" ... Hcdton.
Mr. A. H. Spens Black.

6. VIOLIN DUET ... "Sinfonia concertante" Dancla.
Cole ma., Cole mi.

7. SONG ... "The Snow lies white " Sullivan;
:r.rr. G. T. Bennett.

8. OVERTURE in Italian Style Scliubert.
9. GIGELIRA SOLO ... "Peasants Dance"

lIIr~ A. H. Rpcns Black.
10. SCHOOL Smw "Old King Christmas"

Chorus )lfysticlts by Old Shirburnialll'.
11. ORGAN SOLO

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN.



THE HEAD MASTERS' CONFERENCE.

The Conference of Headmasters was held at Sherborne, on

Monday and Tuesday, December 2~nd and 23rd. The last time it
took place here was in 1870, under the Presidency of Dr. Harper.
The Conference took place in the Schoolroom, and the Headmasters
dined in the School 'House Hall. The following were the'
Headmasters present: Bedford: 111'. J. S. Philpot. Bradfield: Rev.
H. B. Gray. Brecon: Rev. D. Lewis Lloyd. Bury S. Edmunds:
Mr. C. Sankey, Canterbury: Rev. G. J. Blore, D.D. Cheltenham:
Rev. H. Kynaston. Doncaster: Rev. G. Smith. Eastbourne: Rev.
Thompson Podmore. Felsted: Rev. D. S. Ingram. Giggleswick:
Rev, G. Style. Haileybury: Rev. J. Robertson. Harrow: ~ev. IT.
lIIontague Butler, D.D. Hereford: Rev. F. Tatham. Lancing:
Rev.n. E. Sanderson, D.D. London: (Mill Hill, :N. W.) Rev. R. F.
Weymouth D. Lit. London: (University ColI~ge School:) Mr. H.
W. Ewe. Uarlborough : Rev. G. C. Bell. 110nmouth: Rev. C. ~I.
Roberts. Newcastle: Mr. F. E. Kitchener. Norwich: Rev. O. W.
Tancock. Oundle: Rev. T. C. Fry. Repton: Rev. W. M. Furneaux.
RossalI: Rev. H. H. James. Sedbergh: Mr. H. G. Hart.
Sherborne: Rev. E. M. Young. Shrewsbury: Rev. H. W. Moss.
Tivertoll: Mr. A. L. Frauds. Tonbridge: Rev. T. B. Rowe.
Wellington: Rev. E. C. Wickham. Winchester: Rev. W. A.
FearoD. Wolverhampton: Mr. T. Beach.

DEBATING SOCIETY.

ON SATURDAY, N OYEMBER 22ND.-A debate was held in
the Sixth Classroom at 7 p.m. Subject:" That this house
views with. approval the agitation in favour of Woman's
rights." Proposed by the Cabinet i opposed by A. Waugh.

For. .Against.
C. H. Salisbury (2) A. Waugh (2)
C. H. Bardswell A. G. Aldous
E. 1IIaconochie C. L. :M. Fenn
C. S. BUlldock C. .ill. Adamson
E. Hill H. O. Hill
A. S. Littlewood J. H. Perch
P. H. rarhn F. E. Warner

E. J. Stroud
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For.
C. H. Salisbury (3)
C. H. Bardswell (3)
A. S. Littlewood
C. M. Adamson

The opposition won by 10 votes to 6. There were not
many members present, but a fairly large and very uproar
ious audience. The debate was a decided success, and only
the proposer and opposer had time to speak twice.

ON SATURDAY,DECEMBER 6TH.-A debate was held in
in the Sixth Classroom at 7 p.m. Subject: cc That the
character of Queen Elizabeth does not meet with the approval
of this House." Proposed by the Cabinet; opposed by
F. E. Warner.

A!!aitlSt.
F. E. Warner (2)
W. Elton (2)
A. Waugh (3)
J. H. Perch (2)
E. de B. Thurston

Owing to the fact that this debate was held during
examination, the attendance of members was lamentably
small. A poor debate ended in the defeat of the Cabinet
by 6-5. Need we mention that our old friends-cc Elizabeth's
3000 dresses "-met with their due amount of consideration
and criticism."

After the debate, the Cabinet, having been defeated in two
consecutive debates, retired.

It was decided not to elect a fresh Cabinet until the
ensuing term.

ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH.-A meeting was held at
7 p.m. A. G. Aldous was elected President for the second
time, supported by A. S. Littlewood, Vice-President, and F. S.
M. Bennett, Secretary. Private business was then transacted.

ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 31sT.-A debate was held in the
Sixth Classroom at 7 p.m. Subject: cc That the extension
of the Franchise meets with the disapproval of this House."
Proposed by the Cabinet; opposed by C. H. Salisbury.

For. Again.t.
A. G. Aldous (2) C. H. Salisbury (2)

A. S. Littlewood A. C. Broadbent
F. S. J\I. Bennett W. B. Wildmall Esq, (2)
111. C. LI. Griffith, Esq. A. Waugh

The Proposition was lost by 7-9.
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ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH.-A meeting was held at
1.45 p:m. Thcl Cabinet resigned; and A. Waugh was elected
President for the second time, and chose E. J. Stroud as
his Vice-President, and \V. Elton as Secretary.

ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7TII.-A debate was held in
the Sixth Classroom at 7. p.m. Subject:" That the attempt
on the life of O'Donovan Rossa meets with the approval of
this House." Proposed by A. G. Aldous; opposed by O. H.
Salisbury.

For.
A. G. Aldous (2)
A. S. Littlewood (2)
H. COllllOP (2)

Against.
C. H. Salisbury (2)
T. P. Jones-Parry~(2)
A. Waugh (2)
E. J. Stroud (2)
A.P.IIow
C. H. Dardswell (2)
P. H. Parken
W. EltOll (2)

"The proposition was lost by :3 votes to 8. The attend-
ance of members was poor, but the audience was rather
larger than the average.

ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH.-A debate was held in
the Sixth Olassroom at 7 p.m. Subject: "That the liberty
of the press is undesirable." Proposed by C. H. Salisbury;
opposed by the Cabinet.

For.
C. H. Salisbury (3)
C. L. 11. Fenn (2)

Against.
A. Wuugh (3)
E. J. Stroud (2)
C. H. Bardswell (2)
E. lIIaconochie (2)
P. H. Parken (2)
E. A. lIIorres
A. P.How

The motion was lost by 2 votes to 8. The debate was
very badly supported, only 10 members being present.
Immediately after the debate the President put before the
Society the laxity into which it had fallen, and it was
determined to adopt steps to endeavour to improve the debates.
\Ve cannot ourselves sufficiently urge upon members the duty
they owe to the society to support it by their presence at
debates, and regret much to see so little interest taken in
the matter.
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~lt ~em()riam.

J. L. :::a::OLL.A.ND.

My DEAR SIR,

As no notice has as yet, I think, appeared of
the death of one who was well known and dear to one
generation at least of Old Shirburnians, I hope you will
allow me as one of that generation, to say a few short
words about him.

J. L. HOLLAND came to Sherborne from Macclesfield
School in, I think, the year 1872, and entered the Upper
Fifth Form. He was one of those genial, warmhearted
fellows whom everyone likes; he had, besides, consider
able literary and artistic taste, and we all, I think, learnt
something from him in this way. In 1875 the Sixth
Form happened to be reading the account of the battle
of Amphipolis in Thucydides, and HOLLAND wrot<j a
poem entitled" Brasidas" which appeared in one of the
" Shirburnians" of that year, and which was certainly a
most remarkable performance for a boy poet. He was
a prominent member of the Debating Society, and
played in the football XV. In 1875 he was elected to a
Scholarship at Keble College, and here his rooms became
a sort of centre for all Old Shilburnians of that time at
Oxford. After taking his degree he lived in London,
ostensibly reading for the Bar, but really devoting
himself to literary work, for which he seemed to have a
natural gift. He died quite suddenly of typhoid fever at
S. Brent, Devon, last autumn.

A.W.U.



For
C. L. l\f. Fenn (2)
W. G. Bayd (3)
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DEBATING SOCIETY Continued.

ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21sT.-A debate was held in the
Sixth Classroom at 7 p.ll. Subject:" That Competitive
Examinations do not meet with the approval of this House."
Proposed by C. L. M. Fenn; opposed by C. H. Salisbury.

Against
C. H. Salisbury (3)
E. :r.Iaconochie (2)
A. Waugh (3)
C. H. Bardswell
E. H. Donkin, Esq. (3)
F. E. Warner
E. J. Stroud (2)
W. Elton
H. Cayley
H. S. Rix
E. H. Garrett

The proposition was lost by 16 votes to 2.
The Cabinet, then, at the request of the Society, appointed

a Vice-Cabinet to act for them during Exeat, composed of
VV. G. Boyd, President, T. P. Jones-Parry, Vice-President, and
A. P. How, Secretary. Private business followed.

SCHOOL NEWS.

We have great pleasure in recording that A. le G. Jacob (a)
passed 15th into Sandhurst in the December examination (direct
from the School.) We were also glad to notice that two Old
Shirburnians passed in at the same time: E. W. Harris (f) (18th)
and G. E. D. Elsmie (a) (74th). W. J. Harris (f) has passed into
Woolwich.

\Ve received the welcome news on the last day of the Christmas
Term that N. F. Hankey (a)4had been elected to an Exhibition at
},fagdalen College, Oxford.

,Ve are sorry to miss a well-known face among. our J\fasters this
Term. Herr Otto Delfs has left us to open a School at Hamburg,
and we are sure his loss will be felt through the whole School, with
whom he was a great favourite.
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We have received from some anonymous correspondent a copy
of the" Jersey 'rimes," which mentions the election of Mr. G. C.
Bertmm (O.S.) to the Bailiffship of Jersey. We are glad to be able
to congratulate him on attaining this responsible position.

During the holidays great improvements have been made in two
departments of the School, First, a temporary Iron Gymnasium has
been erected in the field adjoining the Music House, which will soon
be opened to the School. It is intended ultimatp.ly to build a larger
permanent Gymnasium on the site now occupied by the Lodge and
Stables, while a new Lodge will be erected on the other side of the
Gates. Secondly: the Library has undergone very considerable
improvements. The oak flooring has been finished, and a very
handsome oak cabinet placed between the first two blocks of book
shelves. On this, it is hoped, will be placed the original Charter of
the School, and other interesting documents. A very fine set of
classical busts are also to be seen on the top of the bookshelves; and
last-but by no means least-we shall have no more letters from would
be readers by. night, as the room-is now very effectually lighte1 by a
series of handsome brass gaseliers.

Since our last issue the following have received their colours:
1st XV. J. H. Bryant (b) G. F. Adkins (d) and G. R. Fenwick (e)
2nd XV. R. C. Maunsell (d) A. S. Littlewood (d) F. K. Rawlins (t)
C. H. Salisbury (a) and A. B. Church (b).

The following left last term: of the VI, A. le G. Jacob (a) H. C.
Hill (f) C. M. Adamson (d) and H. F. Lyon (a). Of theX[ and XV
G. R. Fenwick (e), and of the XV C. E. Benedict (f) and G. F.
Adkills (d).

The School House Match will be played on March 14th, and
the Steeplechase will take place on -Wednesday, March 18th.

A new board has been placed in the Schoolroom, opposite the
open School Prize Board, to bear the names of those who pass into

the Army and Indian Civil Service.
E. H. Manders, Esq. has taken HeIT Delfs' place, as Master in

Modern Languages.
Our readers will notice that we have determined in future to place

the letters denoting the various houses, after the names of members
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of the SchGol, for the benefit of Old Shirburnians and others. The
Scheme is as follows :-(a) Nchool House; (b) ~lr. Wood's House,.
(c) 1\1r. Price's House; (d) Mr. Blanch's House; (Il) Mr. Wilson's

House; (f) Mr. Rhoadcs' House; (g) Mr. WiIdman's House.

The Bishop of Salisbury will hold a Confirmation, in the School
Chapel, on 1\1arch 28th.

The first rouud of the House Matches fell as follows :-
vViIson's scratched to Price's.

Wildman's scratched to Wood's.
Rhoades' beat Blanch's

The second round :-
Rhoades' beat Price's.

Wood's a bye.
Full accounts will appear in our next.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS

"Studies."-Wants condensation and interest.

"The Editor's Comp1aint."-We object to insert parodies.

"An a.s."-It is not in the province of "The Shirburnian'F
to discuss the rules of the School.

"Baton."-This also touches on the management of the
School, and is not admissible.

The Editors beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of
the following contemporaries :-Cliftonian (92) j Rossallian;
lfIaTlbuTian (4); The Uppingharn School lfIagazinc (3);
Ousel (92); Pettesian; BT01nsgTOvian; Ruthin School 1f1aga
zinc j Pclstedian (92) j DUTharn UniveTsity JmtTnal j 'Welling
tonian (92); EastbouTnian; IThe Raven; Blundellian;
Tonbridgian; UniveTsity Oollege School; Ulula; Radleian
(92); lfIalvernian; Thistle; Oarthusian; South EasteTn Ooll.
Magazine; Whitgift .Magazine; St. lfIaTk's School Magazine;
Clavinian; Alleynian.



~ac.simife of a aletter written 6~

GENERAL GORDON.
fdfdnd J1tne, 1884. Received 23rd August.

TRANSLATION.
First Side.

MUDIR OF DONGOLA,

Khartoum and Sennaar in perfect security; and Mahomeu
Ahmed carries this, to give you news; on his reaching you
give him all the news as to the direction and position of
the relieving force, and their number. And as for Khartoum
there are in it,

Second Side,
8000 men, and the Nile is rapidly rising. On the arrival of
the bearer give hi~ 100 reals 11egidieh from the State.

1301 Shaban 28th. C. G. GORDON.

The Official stamp in indigo is too indistinct to decipher

the characters; on it.

The letter was folded and placed in a quill and hidden in
the hair of the vwssenger.




