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EDITORIAL.

VOL. XXII.

~tJiJlE are getting rather perky at Sherborne. Yes, that is
W the word to express our feelings. It is tastefully typical

j of a general preening of feathers and spreading of
plumes, not unmixed with a little pugnacious conceit, such as
are exhibited by our old friend the Raven. Do not suppose that
there is anything blatant, anything that calls for measures of
suppression by wet blanketing or comb-cutting (as the metaphor
may be) in our self satisfaction. Really, a foltrth Scholarship,
and at no mean college, followed up by a very good show in the
Public Schools'· Boxing Competition, is enough to raise us in
our own estimation. Besides, past Shirburnians have con
tributed a great deal to our list of triumphs. So that on the
whole we are proud and justly proud. It is rather strange that
so many words to express this feeling should be borrowed from
the bird kingdom. There is ' cock-a-hoop '-perhaps a rather
ill-omened word for this time of year; but we have been saved
that horror as yet-and that obsolete slang term' cocky: Vie
, strut' at times, and even' crow': and in moments of cheerful
ness we become what a past generation would describe as
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'chirpy.' But, setting this little etymological matter aside, we

have indeed arrived at the close of a pleasant and not unevent
ful term. The Three-Cock was a close and very interesting
game, and many spectators agreed that there was more football
and less fighting than usual. There has been some hockey, in
spite of the fiery correspondence in our pages on the subject,
though at the time of writing no match has been attempted.
The Point-to-Point went to King's-we had almost said' went
back,' for that House has seen more perhaps of the cup for this
event than any other. It may be the weather contributed to the
general comfort and enjoyment, for indeed it has been very fine.
Not having grumbled in print at the rain, we feel we have a
right to rejoice in the sun; for this March, while being delight
fully lamblike as a rule, has never risen to anything more
boisterous and savage than, shall we say, an average bull-dog.
The old lion ideal seems to have been given up: the little Latin
hymn in our last number has been answered.

Our readers have doubtless noticed a suggestion on the
correspondence pages of an addition to the existing attractions
of Commemoration, in the form of a Dance. The idea seems to
us not only capable of being carried out, but also likely to cause
a great deal of pleasure and further advantages to the School,
and we should like to invite further correspondence on this
matter from Old Shirburnians who are at all interested. There
are difficulties, but they can easily be bridged if only a sufficient
number of voices can be found to hail the effort to do so with
acclamation. Commem. has been fixed earlier than usual this
year, for June 17th, so that questions of work become less
serious than usual.

In concluding, we wish to ask our readers' indulgence in
the matter of small misprints in the pages of the Shirburnian. It
is. very hard to preserve the balance between the two desiderata
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of bringing the matter up-ta-date, and yet giving ample time for

the production of the issue, looking over proofs, and so forth; so
that we plead' not guilty' to the charge of carelessness in the
matter of printing which is sometimes brought against us.

TO SARAH JANE.

(See ·Herrick's • ]ulia.')

No longer on Parnassus' heights
Shall ' J ulia' mistress reign,

My Muse a merry ode indites
To thee, 0 Sarah Jane!

One asked me where the cats-eyes' grew,'
\Vhat country they di.d grace;

I nothing said, but pointed to
My Sally's smiling face.

One asked me where the sun's fierce rays
Most brightly shone and red;

I bade him cast his wondering gaze
On thy coruscant head!

Some asked me where the crimson rose
Hung out; I scorned reply,

But gazing at thy shapely nose
I wunk a wicked eye.

At length one sought where leather' grew,'
I bade him no more seek,

But with my shoe I helped him through
The middle of next week.

, NEPTUNE.'

CHARACTERS OF THE XV.

A. H. Ross (1901-2-3-4).-An excellent Captain, with
considerable ability for organisation. By his determined play
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has contributed largely to the success of his XV. A strong
runner with good swerve, a fine kick and fearless tackler, he
has still something to learn of the fine arts of the four three-
quarter game. •

P. SMITH (1goo-1-2-3).-Ex-Captain and veteran of the
side. Although much handicapped by ill-health, showed
nevertheless on occasions all his old skill and dash in forward
play. Playing himself always clean out, he only needs greater
weight and strength to become a distinguished player. Has
left. .

N. J. VhLLIAMS (1g02-3-4).-A strong centre three
quarter, who, when he kept the ball to himself, ,vas frequently
most dangerous. Unfortunately he has not yet learned the art
of giving and taking passes. Excellent in collaring and in
stopping rushes and a good punt. Is leaving.

W. ADAMSON (1g02-3-4).-A hard-working and most
plucky half, whose defensive play was all that could be desired.
Dribbled also most effectively on occasions, but was not clever
in setting his backs in motion and in making good openings.
Has left.

A. M. GREATHEAD (1g02-3-4).-A rather disappointing wing
three-quarter. Shewed all his last year's grit and pluck in
defence, but seemed incapable in the earlier part of the season
of holding his passes or making ground. Regained his form
somewhat as the season grew old.

R. H. WILSON (1go2-3-4).-A very useful wing three
quarter. Fast and neat. he takes his passes well and tackles
soundly. "-as inclined to cross-kick-in which art he is most
proficient-on oc;casions when he should have used his pace
along the touch-line. Is leaving.

J. HOMFRAY (1g02-3-4)·-An excellent forward. No better
dribbler has been seen in the School for many years, and he
does, moreover, his fair share of work in the scrimmage.
Collars well. Is leaving.

E. G. VENNING (1g02-3-4).-A very good full-back.
Kicks with good length and accuracy-his one fault being
occasional failure to reach touch. Improved very much in
tackling and fielding. Is leaving.
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K. LANGAARO(1g02-3-4).-A heavy and powerful forward,
who this season greatly improved his knowledge of the game.
Prominent at the line-out and occasionally so in the open, he
did not use his weight sufficiently in tight scrimmages. Is
leaving.

A. G. CRICHTON (I903-4).-One of the best all round
forwards in the XV. Very useful at the line-out owing to his
heig-ht, he works hard in the scrum, and is usually found in the
forefront of a rush. He must learn to be neater with his feet:
this will increase his value enormously.

T. LANG (I903-.}).-A most dashing and sound forward.
Worked hard invariably in tight scrimmages, and was very
prominent in open play. A resolute tackler. Has left.

G. L. COLE (I903-4).-Was beginning to make consider
able improvement in half-back play when he met with an
accident. Always very neat, he frequently showed cleverness
in running and kicking, but remained weak in defensive play.
Is leaving.

H. S. SCOTT (I903-4).-A young and promising player,
who improved very much till half-way through the term, and
then fell off, doubtless owing to staleness. vVith more years
and strength, should become a very useful forward. He must
learn to dribble more closely and with more dash .

• G. C. CATT (1903-4).-A light and energetic forward.
Dribbles closely and fairly fast, and plays always for all he is
worth. Only needs more weight and strength.

O. PARRY-]O:-:ES (1903-4).-A greatly improved forward,
who always plays hard, but is at present very slow in the open.
Should be most useful another season, especially if he will
learn to use his feet more.

THE SOPHISTS.

The Presidential chair, recently vacated by 11r. Blakiston,
has this term been occupied by 1\1r. G. R. Pocklington, who
has presided at six very successful meetings. Two plays and



200 The Shirbttr1tialt. [APRIL,

two debates have been our mental fare. On February 6th, we
read 'The Critic' for the second time, omitting Act 1., Sc. ii.
The parts were well taken as follows :-

Puff
Dangle
Sneer
Mrs. Dangle
Sir Fretful Plagiary
Lord Burleigh
Governor
Leicester
Sir Waiter Raleigh
Sir Christopher Hatton
Don Ferolo Wiskerandos
Beefeater
Justice
Tilburina

C. BLAMIRE-BROWN.

O. A. HEMPSON.

E. F. G. BOND.

G. R. POCKLINGTON, ESQ.

REV. C. O. BEVAN.

A. H. Ross.
J. D. E. RICHARDS.

G. R. POCKLINGTON, ESQ.

G. L. COLE.

E. W. HYLTON STEWART.

G. C. L. LUNT.

REV. C. O. BEVAN.

K. HUNNYBUN.

F. V. MERRIMAN.

P. E. Rebbeck, W. A. Wells, E. C. Douglas, F. St. Q.
\Vyld and C. King were also present with various parts.

On February 13th, a Debate was held. The motion
'That town life is more advantageous than country life' was
proposed by E. F. G. Bond, seconded by A. H. Ross. W. B.
Scobell and F. V. Merriman opposed the motion. which was
lost by eleven votes to fifteen. The following also spoke :-

For the motion: P. E. Rebbeck, J. D. E. Richards,
E. C. Douglas, Rev. C. O. Bevan, G. R. Pocklington, Esq.
Against the motion: C. King, 'vV. A. \Vells and D. S. Hooper.

The Headmaster and Mrs. Prior were present.

Tennyson's 'Queen Mary' proved rather strong meat for
the Sophists, demanding three readings to finish it. There
were a few omissions, for the speeches were inclined to be long.
The meetings were held on February 27th, and on March 5th
and 12th.
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The following are the principal parts :-

201

Queen Mary
Philip
Elizabeth
Reginald Pole
De Noailles ...
Courtenay (and others) ...
Gardiner
Sir Thomas White
Sir Thomas Wyatt
William (and others)
Peter Martyr
Marshalman (and others)

REV. C. O. BEVAN.

G. R. POCKLINGTON, ESQ.

P. E. REBBECK.

J. D. E. RI CHARDS.

E. F. G. BOND.

E. C. DOUGLAS.

C. BLAMIRE-BROWN.

C. KING.

vV. A. WELLS.

F. V. MERRIMAN.

E. W. HYLTON STEWART.

K. HUNNYBUN.

Various other parts were taken by O. A. Hempson, G. L.
Cole, W. B. Scobell, F. St. Q. Wyld.

A well attended debate was held on Saturday, April 2nd,
when J. D. K Richards proposed' that this house disapproves
of the so called New Woman movement.' The motion was
opposed by K F. G. Bond. There also spoke, for the motion:
E. B. A. Somerset, H. G. May, C. King and the Rev. C. O.
Bevan. Against: P. E. Rebbeck, F. V. Merriman, A. H.
Ross and W. A. Wells.

, The proposer stated his case in a careful speech, which
was for the most part well delivered: the opposer's speech,
which was also good in substance, was somewhat impaired by a
rather jerky style of delivery. Somerset, when he had
recollected on which side he was speaking, was effective: and
May is to be congratulated on a maiden speech excellent alike
in style and matter. Rebbeck in a weighty speech gave
interesting details of the life of a lady doctor in ancient Athens,
and statistics tending to prove something connected with a
mouse's brain, statistics which were ruthlessly confused and
mis-interpreted by subsequent speakers. The remaining
speeches were for the most part brief and frequently to the
point. The proposer having replied in a speech unfortunately
cut short by the exigencies of time, the house divided, when
there voted :-for the motion 6, against 26. The motion was
therefore lost by 20 votes. The meeting, as was only right
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and proper, was graced by the presence of ladies: it is to be
regretted that they were contented to leave the championing of
their cause entirely in the hands of members of the inferior
sex.' (The Chairman).

OXFORD LETTER.

Dear Mr. Editor,

If an 'Oxford letter' means a letter from Oxford, this
communication comes under false colours, since your request
that I should write such a letter, finds me several huudred
miles from the Isis ; still the doings of O.SS. in Oxford can be
told as easily (I should rather say, with as great difficulty)
here as on the scene of action.

But before I attempt such a chronicle, I would in the
name of all Oxford O.SS. congratulate the school on her recent
remarkable successes in the scholastic line, and assure those,
who have scored at Oxford, of a hearty welcome next October.

There was a representative gathering of O.SS. in St.
Mary's Church, to hear the Headmaster preach for the first
time before the University. It was a little curious that
another Shirburnian, the Rev. J. H. F. Peile, was in the
pulpit the previous Sunday. Mr. Peile's great merits as a
preacher have been further recognised by his recent appoint
ment as 'select preacher' in the University.

The honour conferred on H. R. Dean I have already seen
recorded in the ' Slzirbumiall' ; what other successes
Shirburnians will achieve in the Schools remains to be seen;
from all accounts we may confidently expect to find J. M.
Fletcher in the 1st class of the Honour Mods. list, and let us
hope that the final schools next term will provide triumphs for
our representatives.

The past term was in every way a very unsatisfactory one
for athletes, aquatics, strange as it may seem, suffering a,;
much as anything. In this branch of sport Sherborne for
ohvious reasons does not figure very prominently, and it is
satisfactory to record that an oarsman has been produced in
A. W. P. Little, who rowed '2' in the Queen's College
, togger.'
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R. J. Bamberger represented Oxford as a featherweight
in the Inter-Varsity Boxing and Fencing Competition, and as
he was pronounced by competent judges to be about the best
boxer either Varsity could produce, it was extremely unlucky
that a mere accident should have caused his downfall, before
he could give a proof of his skill; it was especially unfortunate,
as only one more victory was required to win the competition
for Oxford. As I write, I am informed of Langaard's success at
Aldershot, in the heavy weights', a very pleasing sequel to
Banberger's success last year.

In spite of the abominable weather and the hopeless state
of the playing fields a Hockey Cup Compepition was brought
to a conclusion, and P. H. Wilson by most dashing and
vigorous forward play, materially assisted Oriel in reaching
the final stage in which they were beaten after a very
keen struggle by Keble. With best wishes for a good cricket
season.

Yours,

OXONIENSIS.

FOOTBALL.

This season will long be memorable-quite apart from
the good and successful XV which it has produced-for
important alterations and improvements in the organization
of the School Football. Junior Leagues have been instituted,
a new cup has been given for' below colours,' and, by the
presentation of ' blazers,' the persons of the next XXX. have
been rendered honourably conspicuous. The Captain of this
year's XV. is much to be congratulated on his enterprise in
suggesting these material improvements to a Games Committee,
which has proved its wisdom and foresight in adopting them.
Nor must the energy of House Captains in coaching their
various XV's. be left unrecorded: never have Houses been
better or more carefully trained, nor the results been more
apparent and encouraging.

If the 'Thirds' were good, the 'Juniors' were better.
Between the four Out-Houses there was very little to choose;
this is evident from the fact that in no single match did a larger
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margin than 5 points separate the opposing sides at the finish.
King's were considerably the best behind the scrum-indeed,
finer outside combination has rarely, if ever, been seen in
Junior matches-while for forward play Wildman's were
unapproached by any other House, they were well led, and,
full of life and staying power, shewed, moreover, a sound
knowledge of the difficulties of scrimmage play. Bell's and
Wilson's were also good sides, and without shining in anyone
department of the game, were little less effective than the
, two-cock' Houses.

JUNIOR HOUSE MATCHES.

1st round Wildman's v. Bell's
King's v. Wilson's

2. d dJ King's v. Wildman's
11 rOlt1t (Ko, UT'ld 'mg s v. vv 1 man s

Wildman's v. ·Wilson's

Points
3-0

6-3

0-0 (draw)
II-8
3-0

Final King's and Wildman's v. School House 5-0

The struggle between King's and \iVildman's was par
ticularly keen: the first time they met a draw resulted, und on
replaying the match, King's won a hard-fought fight-the ex
cellence of backs beating for once the excellence of forwards
on a ground favouring the former. In the Final, if science was
to some extent absent, there was the usual plenty of dash,
keenness and hard knocks. Fickle Fortune entirely deserted
the School House, who were the better side on the day, and
have the poor consolation of knowing that they certainly de
served to win. Rarely has any side experienced worse luck.
Five minutes before time no score and School House pressing
severely, then a clever' drop' by Jennings quivers on the
crossbar, and falls back into play, while, immediately after,
Bertram intercepts luckily a lofty pass, and scores after run
ning the length of the ground. The whole of the beaten side
played well, their forwards, led hy Baddeley and Goldsmith,
controlling the scrimmages and dribbling well, though too
slowly, while all the outsides tackled with great determination.
MacGilIycuddy, Drewe, Carey and Brown were best for the
winners. The weak part of the football in this competition-in
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fact, this weakness is apparent throughout the whole School
lay in half-back play. There is a plethora of promising full
backs, notably James, Little. Hornidge ma., Napier-a
goodly number of likely three-quarters in Adams, Gater,
Carey, White, Haynes ma., Bertram, Rawlins, Carrington mi.,
and of forwards in MacGillycuddy, Drewe, Bartleet, Bullen,
Baddeley, Goldsmith, Shaw ma., Crichton mi., but good halves
are wanting, though Jennings, Northey and Ley have all possi
bilities. There is almost a complete absence of quickness,
coolness and' head' (that faculty of grasping the situation and
acting on it instantly), which are the essentials of fine half
back play. Can no one cultivate these qualities before
another season begins?

In the matches for the Senior Cup, King's defeated Wild
man's severely, chiefly through their outside combination and
Venning's clever kicking at full back-and Wilson's easily
accounted for Bell's, who were, however, without their
Captain. The second round produced a hard-fought match,
in which King's somewhat unexpectedly lowered 'Wilson's
colours (II-O). The forward play on both sides was ragged,
though Parry-Jones and Langaard worked hard with their
respective eights. Wildman's, by beating Bell's weakened by
illness, qualified for the third place in the Three-Cock House
Match.

Everything pointed to an easy win for the School House in
this contest. They had no fewer than eleven of last year's
great and victorious XV., including 6 'firsts' and 4 'seconds.'
While the 'Outhouses' were on paper much weaker than
usual with 4 'firsts' and 2 'seconds.' But the former side,
although they played by no means badly, were largely off
colour; their forwards showed little of the well known House
fire, and the halves were slow and somewhat unoriginal. The
'Outhouses,' on the other hand, displayed an unanimity and
combination unusual to scratch sides, their overweighted
forwards were full of dash in the open, and the tackling of
their backs, one and all, was splendid. After a most exciting
match from start to finish, the School House won very luckily,
it must be admitted, by 2 tries to nil.

To the disinterested spectator the match was most en
joyable, for the science and dash shewn by all the players-
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veterans and tyros alike-gave great promise for another
season.

Of the School House side, Ross and vVilson were too
closely marked to be often dangerous, but the former's kicking
went far to win the game for his side, Homfray, Crichton,
Baddeley, Bond and Gibbs were often conspicious. vVhen all
the 'Outhouses' XV. played so well, it is impossible to
specially mention any of the players, but it was pleasant to
notice Greathead's undoubted return to form.

Venning also, as their Captain, must be congratulated on
the excellent spirit displayed by the Three Cock XV. of 1904.

HOUSE MATCHES.

SENIOR.

WILSON'S v. BELL'S SENIOR.

The account of this match resolves itself into an
enumeration of tries scored and goals kicked. vVilson's were
infinitely superior outside, and indeed Greathead and Adams
ran in whenever they liked. Bell's had more of the game in
the pack, the sides being fairly evenly matched.

Before half time, Greathead crossed the line four times and
Adams twice, Langaard converting three of the tries. After
half time the game was even poorer, Ley, Adams, and
Langaard scored in quick succession, the last named being
successful in converting one of these tries.

Bell's made a stand for a short time, thanks to Scott, but
then Langaard scored three more tries. Adams (3), Greathead,
Ley, and Whitehead also scored. Langaard kicked 4 goals.
The final score was thus :-54 points to nil in favour of
Wilson's.
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KING'S v. WILDMAN'S.

\iVildman's kicked towards National Schools, and for a
time play settled down in King's twenty-five, till a rush by P.
Jones and Knox ended in a grovel in Wildman's twenty-five,
from which Bertram eventually received a pass and scored in
the corner, the kick failing. Shortly afterwards, he added
another try in the same place, which was converted by Knox
(8-0). Two more tries were quickly added by Carrington ii,
one of which was converted (14-0). Then Brown i, receiving
from the line-out in the centre, kicked over Venning's head and
was only just prevented from scoring by a successful kick into
touch. A little later a try by Knox, after a short dribble. was
converted by Venning (19-0). After further tries by Rawlins
(converted), and Carrington i, a good dash by Drewe was
stopped by Venning. Just before half-time another try was
scored by Rawlins, converted by Venning. Half-time, King's,
4 goals 4 tries. Wildman's, o.

After the kick-off a series of grovels ensued at the half
way line. and \iVildman's forwards made one or two strong
rushes till a free kick was awarded to King's, and a goal ,vas
nearly kicked by Venning. From a grovel at the twenty-five
line, Northey passed out to Rawlins, who scored an uncon
verted try. Carey then ran through and scored between the
posts. The try was converled (40-0). Another good rush by
\iVildman's forwards was stopped by Venning, who reached
touch in the opponents' twenty-five. After some dribbling by
Bennett, Carey scored again for King's, no good resulting.
Shortly after, the ball came right down the three-quarter line,
and Carrington ii scored far out, the try being converted by
Knox (+8-0). \Vright then dribbled over the line and touched
down, Knox did the same shortly after, and the kick by
Venning resulted in a goal. The former again scored and
converted the last try of the match, with the result at 61 points
to nil in favour of King's.

--:0:-

KING'S v. WILSON'S.

\iVilson's kicked off from National schools. Scrums then
ensued on the half-way line, but Carey and Carrington i. soon
made a good run for King's, the ball being returned by Adams.
\Vilson's pressed at King's twenty-five for some time, till
Carrington i. relieved with a long kick. Fairly even play was
followed by a rush, headed by Parry-Jones for King's. After
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this, \Vilson's continued to press, and Hornidge brought off a
good kick. King's then succeeded in working their way back
to half-way, till Greathead, getting the ball punted high, and
following up was only narrowly prevented from scoring by
Venning, who, securing the ball, ran round and kicked across.
From this point till half-time, King's pressed, Bertram being
collared when close on the line just before the whistle went.

After good foot work by Wilson's, Venning reached touch
far up, and after some grovels in \i\lilson's twenty-five,
Carrington i. scored far out. The kick failed. A run and kick
by Venning was followed by a good dribble by Horne. A run
by Northey and Rawlins might have resulted in a score, but
Bertram failed to hold the pass. Soon after, however, a kick
by Carrington i. brought the play into Wilson's half, and
Carey after a dodging run scored far out. Venning converted
(8-0). From the kick-off Rawlins returned to half-way. After
a rush by Adams, Parry-Jones dribbled up to Wilson's
twenty-five. Good play among King's outsides was followed
by a rush for Wilson's by Langaard and Powys, and a strong
run and kick by Adams gained some ground for them.
Following a dribble by King's forwards, Bertram scored for
King's after some passing by the three-quarters. The kick
was unsuccessful. Good dribbling by Powys brought play
into King's half, but at this point time was called. Result,
King's, I goal and 2 tries; Wilson's, nil.

--:0:--

THE TWO-COCK HOUSE MATCH.

KING'S AND WILDMAN'S v. SCHOOL HOUSE.

Two-Cock Matches of late years have been remarkable for
their close and exciting character, and this year's game was as
evenly contested as any of its predecessors. Taking the game
as a whole, the House XV did not deserve to lose, luck and
superior pace giving the School the winning try. Goldsmith
kicked off, but for the first few minutes the School were attack
ing. The School House forwards brought relief, and play
settled down in neutral territory. It was at this point that the
weakness of the House side became noticeable. In order to
neutralise the superiority of the Out-Houses three-quarter line,
the House played five three-quarters. This combination was
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very useful in defence, but a tendency to run across the ground,
instead of straight, on the part of the insides, cramped the play
of th~ wings. Gater several times received the ball, but was
cramped for room, and was also remarkably well marked by
Brown. The House was at length relieved by an 'outside
behind.' The School House forwards now got together, and
Baddeley headed several good rushes, and James kept the
House on the attack by judicious kicking. Carey, Bertram,
and Drewe, brought relief in different ways, but a good kick by
Sanctuary brought the ball back again. Carey, however, got
possession and reached touch at half-way, enabling the School
to get on terms again. Even play marked the concluding
stages of the first half, and neither side could claim any
advantage when the whistle blew.

After half-time the School did a little better, and N orthey
and Brown both put in dangerous runs. Gater averted the
danger, however, by kicking hard down the touch line, and,
following up well, he brought the ball back. The School
House forwards rushed on, and pressed hotly. The School
outsides relieved for a time, but the danger continued until
Jennings had a drop at goal, which all but succeeded, the ball
striking one of the uprights and rebounding into the field of
play. Shortly afterwards, the School conceded a minor. The
School House continued to attack, and Hodges broke through
but passed wildly into the hands of Bertram, who was out of
his place. The latter broke away, and putting on the pace just
succeeded in running round James ; ending up a nice run with
a try between the posts. Carey easily converted Cs-nil).

After this the School House made great efforts to get
level, and after some exciting play on the School line, White
was forced to touch down. The House were still attacking
when time was called.

For the impartial spectator the game was not very
attractive, for there was little good three-quarter play on either
side. The tackling of the outsides was very keen, and Brown
marked Gater exceptionally well. Carey played well but was
never given the ball on the run owing to the slowness of the
halves. The latter, however, defended well, particularly
Northey. \Vhite was safe at back though very slow, while
Drewe, MacGillycuddy, and Rutherfurd were noticeable in a
light, unscientific but vigorous pack. The School House
forwards with the exception of Baddeley were disappointing.
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Jennings was fairly good at half, but lacked judgment in
making openings. Hodges and Sanctuary both played
admirably despite their lack of inches, while James, though he
made some mistakes in tackling, atoned in a considerable
measure by the length and accuracy of his kicking.

--:0:--

THE THEEE COCK HOUSE MATCH.

SCHOOL HOUSE v. KING'S, WILSON'S AND WILDMAN'S.

It was remarked by a spectator, well qualified to give an
opinion, that he had never watched a ' Three Cock' which was
better contested than that of 1904. This statement appears
rather too strong, and it might be better to substitute 'more
evenly' for' better.' Before the game started the supporters
of the combined Houses had little hope that their champions
would even make a good show, while their rivals were perhaps
unduly confident. On paper the House team was immeasur
ably superior, but it was quickly apparent that their forwards
were stale and over trained. Their halves too were very slow,
and when the ball did come out, it very rarely reached
the wings, or the inside three-quarters for that matter. The
Out-houses on the other hand played above their form. Their
light pack was over weighted indeed, but nearly always got
the ball in the front row, and the halves and three-quarters
were smart alike in tackling and in kicking. Venning at back
had any amount of work to do, but his torm was very uneven;
for while kicking and fielding. brilliantly at times he made
several bad mistakes. J ames played consistently well for
the House.

THE GAME.

The School House kicked off, and after the usual exchanges
play settled down at half-way. Gibbs next broke away, and
kicked across to VI,"ilson, who punted on to the line. Here
Venning fumbled badly, and a grovel near the School line was
the result. The ball came out nicely this time, but Ross
made a mistake in having a drop at goal. The kick was a
close one, but the wing man was quite unmarked. The School
House pressed for a little after this, but Carrington put in a
useful kick, and Langaard followed this up by making a fine
dribble right up to the School House twenty-five line. Here the
House forwards rallied and pressed their lighter opponents
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back to half-way. Adams renewed the pressure with a well
timed kick, but Wilson neutralised any advantage thus gained
by a dashing run along the wing. The School House dashed
on, but were checked at the School twenty-five, where several
grovels took place. The passing of the House outsides
however, lacked judgment, and Adams brilliantly intercepting
an erratic pass from one of the halves, ran clear away, and with
a long kick reached touch in the House twenty-five. Despite
the efforts of the House forwards, the School kept up the
attack, thanks to good individual efforts by Northey and
Greathead. At length however, the School House forwards
wheeled well and Baddeley headed a rush back. Adams again
came to the rescue, and Greathead gained still more ground.
Still the weight of the School House was beginning to tell and
the ball was rushed back, despite some fine defensive work by
White and Venning. Soon after, a free kick was given against
the School, but Ross failed with a long shot. The School
immediately after this assumed the offensive, Carrington and
Venning kicking excellently, while Carey put in some good
runs. The game was now entirely in favour of the School;
twice Adams was brought over by James, when almost in,
Knox knocked on when he was clear away, while 'White did
indeed scramble over, but was ruled back by the referee,
though a try might have seemed a fairer decision. Almost
immediately afterwards half-time was called.

After resumption the House began to work the ball into
their opponents' country. Ross gained ground with a penalty
kick. Shortly afterwards, Cole broke away and passed to
Homfray, who scored in the corner. I was told afterwards
that Cole passed forward, but from where I stood I WaS not in
a position to judge. Ross failed with the kick (3-0). Almost
immediately afterwards Ross secured the ball, and made a
good opening for \Vilson, who dashed over and scored another
try. Ross's kick was again unsuccessful.

On resuming, the House continued to press, but Venning
relieved, and Carey kicked well. \Vell judged passing by the
School House relieved the situation, and the School were kept
on the defensive. \Vilson looked dangerous on the right wing;
determined efforts by Langaard and Bartleet were frustrated
by Ross, whose kicking about this time was very fine. Finally
Greathead relieved, and \Vhite took the ball on. Venning
saved well from a break away by Bond, and with a long kick
put the School on the attack once more, and a good bout of
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passing gave Adams an oper.ing, and he nearly scored.
Almost immediately aftenvards Venning mi:::sed the ball
entirely in attempting to take it full pitch, and the House
gained a lot of ground. A dribble by Homfray, and mark by
Bond helped the School House still more, and \Vilson was
shoved out just in time after a dash along the wing. Drewe,
Northey, and Langaard dribbled back, and the School attacked
for a space, and were still in the House territory, when time
was called.

TEAMS.

School House: back, James; three-quarters, Gater, E. F.
Bond, A. H. Ross (Captain), and R. H. Wilson; halves, G. L.
Cole and A. R. Gibbs; forwards, J. Homfray, A. G. Crichton,
G. C. Catt, Vv'. S. Horton, J. Roper, Baddeley, Goldsmith
and Johnston.

Three Cock Houses: back, E. G. Venning (Captain), three
quarters, White, Carey, A. M. Greathead and Adams; halves,
Northey and H. E. Carrington; forwards, K. Langaard. O.
Parry-Jones, J. H. Knox. Drewe, MacGillycuddy, Bartleet,
Bullen and Rutherfurd.

--:0:--

JUNIOR.

WILDMAN'S v. BELL'S.

Bell's pressed at the start, and Brown pressed on to
Wildman's line until Dow relieved. Bell's, after even play
at half-way, pressed again, but half-time sounded with nothing
scored on either side.

After half-time Bell's continued to attack, but Douglas
relieved, and after a lot of even play White forced Bell's to
touch down. Afterwards the game went in Wildman's favour,
and just before time was called Dow scored from a line-out.
The attempt at goal failed, and Wildman's were left victorious
by 1 try to nil.

--:0:--

KING'S v. WILDMAN'S.

Played on Wednesday, 2nd March, on the 3rd ground
in wind and rain. King's kicked off with the wind; and play
settled down in mid-field. Northey stopped two good rushes
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by vVildmau's; then Wright rushed the ball over the line,
but Gale just managed to touch down. Soon after the drop
out, vVildman's were awarded a free kick, Carrington being
off-side. Wildman's began to work the ball down towards
King's twenty-five, but Rawlins relieved with a good kick,
and soon after Wildman's had to touch down. Play then
settled in vVildman's half, and Northey and vVright made
good rushes, but Wildman's always brought the ball back
again. Soon after "White was given offside, and Rutherfurd
took the place for goal, which failed. A few minutes later
half-time sounded, neither side having scored. From the kick
off Carrington, Northey, and Rawlins made a good rush to
Wildman's twenty-five, and after some exciting play
Wildman's worked it back, and Carey stopped a rush by
Drewe. Wildman's soon after had to touch down. From the
drop out \Vildman's rushed the ball into King's half. Soon
after Wildman's made a rush into King's twenty-five, led by
Drewe and White; exciting play took place on King's line, and
Wildman's looked like scoring but Rutherfurd and Barclay
relieved by a good rush. A minute later the whistle sounded
'no side,' neither side having scored.

--:0:--

REPLAY.

KING'S v. WILDMAN'S.

After drawing with \Vildman's at the first attempt, King's,
aided by a comparatively dry ball, succeeded in winning a hard
game by II points to 8. King's started well, and after Northey
had nearly broken through, a fine bout of passing ended in
Bertram getting over in the corner. Rutherfurd failed to con
vert. King's continued to press, and Carey all but landed a goal
from a penalty. Fine passing by King's outsides ended in
Carrington being held up on the line, but soon after the Same
player got over, and at half time King's were leading by I goal
and I try to nil.

After half-time \Vildman's pressed in their turn and
Harris scored from a forward rush. Drewe just failed with the
kick. From the drop out, King's carried the ball to half way,
and here Rawlins broke through, dodged the back, and scored.
Carey failed to convert. After this, Wildman's forwards
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carried the ball back, and after numerous scrums on King's
line \iVhite got over, Drewe easily converting. vVildman's
tried hard to score again, and were still pressing when time
was called. King's three-quarters passed well, but they were
usually beaten forward. At times there was not enough foot
work, the forwards on both sides doing nothing after they had
got the ball.

KICKING COl\IPETITION.

{Venning 4 5 5 2 2 2 4 4=28}KING'S 53 1St
Knox 3 2 5 3 5 4 2 1=25

{ Drewe 2 2 2 4 3 2 3 4=221
\VILDMAN'S ~ 49 2nd

Butt 4 2 5 4 5 2 2 3=27)

(Adams :- 4 3 2 5 4 1=25 1
WILSON'S .J 44 3rd

LHornidge 0 3 2 4 3 4 2=I9f

BELL'S
{

camp.bell 2 2 4 3 5 3 2 2=231 4
1

Brown I 2 3 I 5 I 2 3=18J
SCHOOL HOUSEJCrichton 3 5 I I 2 2 3 2=191

A-K. l Horton 3 2 3 3 2 4 I 3=21 f 4
0

The Cup was therefore won by King's House.

CONCERNING DEBATES.

5th

, Once att the beginninge of ev'y month the Schollars of
the two upper formes especially shall have grammaticall Dis
putations, opposeinge one another in harde words and criticisms
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ev'y one haveinge lib'ty to propose his question. And
accordinge to theire excellinge one another to merritt theire
Masters favour in advanceinge them to a higher place, or
sometimes to obteyne of him a playday or any other way hee
shall thinke fitt for theire further encouragement.'

This quotation is no doubt familiar to all who have
read Mr. \Vildman's book, that is to say, to all intelligent
Shirburnians, \vhether past or present, and from it we see how
old an institution is School Debating at Sherborne, for the
words date from 1679. As a time~worn custom and one
approved by our fore-fathers in their practical way, it well
deserves to be kept up, and it is no small feather in such caps
as the Sophists may be described metaphorically as wearing,
that they have revived again with so much success this highly
educatory pastime. But in spite of the zeal of this clever
body, there are still some possibilities of improvement in the
general tone and character of the oratory which its members
pour forth for our benefit. And so the present writer ventures,
as a mere spectator, interested but impartial, to offer a few
suggestions to young debaters, gathered rather from the
practice of our most eloquent contemporaries than from the
theorising of a single and questionable authority. Let us
consider what are the main desiderata in a speech of the kind
most useful for debating purposes. They are chiefly three,
which the tyro can if he likes commit to memory, and are
again capable of classification under five heads: but the former
scheme is on the whole the easiest. Let our budding Sophists
strive,-I. To be funny. 11. To be personal. Ill. To offer
arguments bearing on the motion. First of all, how are we
to attain the standard of 'funny' speaking? \Vell, it is not
hard. A capital method of going to work is to introduce into
your disquisition topical allusions to Homer and other classics,
to Ford's, to the raven, to (your pardon, Mr. Editor) tne
ShirbuYllian, or even the weather. It is a wise plan, for the
benefit of anyone whose respect you wish to earn, to pour
much scorn on second-rate periodicals, and trashy novels,
a useful word 'trashy' - without explaining whether you
patronise such literature or not. Try to be very sarcastic, and
assume a position of superiority. Throw in a little slang, if it
is of a spicy nature. Thus you arrive at the ideal of' raciness.'
Delicate references to such things as channel crossings,
intoxication, even dyspepsia, are considered amusing, 'funny
without being vulgar' (?). There <ire many other ways of
being' funny,' which may be left to our orator's imagination.
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The second aim of the debater is that of being personal.
This may be in many cases part of our first requisite, as
personality is generally considered true wit. There are two
ways of being personal, the somewhat pusillanimous method of
gentle innuendo, and honest, open, blatant insult, while both of
these instruments may be exercised on an opponent's general
individuality, or in particular on his speech. It is not difficult
to find matter for mirth in anybody's personal appearance,
characteristics (especially his industry, which may be tactfully
called in question), pursuits, and observations. Very wisely
did some genius once remark 'The Debater par excellence is
one who makes for proving his opponent to be either a fool, or
a knave, or both.' \Vhy, a Debate, when well conducted and
managed, may develope into a regular, exciting slanging-match,
if the expression is permissible: the winners would deserve
'to obteyne of theire Master a playday.' In short if by any
means you can raise a laugh against some unfortunate, you do
well.

In the third place, arguments are things of distinctly
minor importance. The best are pure sophistry, ingenious
dissections of single words, highly subtle and sensible splittings
of hairs. Actual reasoning goes for singularly little, and may
be brought in at the end of a speech, as an afterthought, or,
even more wisely, left to some other speaker to expound. Side
lights on the question may be usefully and skilfully employed,
especially if they are pointless. Here for example is a capital
suggestion (it is not original) of an argument against female
franchise. ' If women vote, and get into Parliament, the
husbands of M.P.'s would find their dinners badly cooked and
served: the housemaids woul,l become demoralised in the
absence of the mistress in the House with a big H.' This
piece of reasoning is very sound, and quite an essential point
in the discussion. So much then for argument. There remain
some few general hints to be given. Wander from the point.
It is much easier to speak off the motion than on it, and often
more entertaining. Speak as often as the chairman will let
you. Don't be shy of bobbing up and down half-a-dozen
times in the course of the evening. If you are only present as
a spectator, don't speak at all (except to the extent ot ' Hear!
Hear!' or 'Question! ') but blush becomingly when asked to
do so. •

Make free use of the interjection 'er,' about once in
three words being sufficient. If you like oratorical flourishes,
go in for what 1\1r. Gildersleeve aptly calls 'telescoped
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metaphors,' not mixed, unless by way of being 'funny.'
Finally when a division is taken, show yourself impartial and
un biassed by voting for both sides; in this way you compliment
all the speakers, by shewing that the arguments and speeches
both pro and COlt have carried weight with you.

o.

ORGAN RECITAL.

Mr. A. F. Tester, A.R.C.O., gave an organ recital in the
Big School Room on Easter Sunday, at ra.I5 in the morning.
The programme was as follows :-

1. Overture in F Fall!kes

2. Pastorale Gllilmant

3. Suite Gothique Boell1lla111Z
(a) Choral. (b) Minuet.
(c) Prayer. (d) Toccata.

4. {(a) Arietta Coleridge- TtI)'lor
(b) Barcarolle Sclziitt

5. Introduction Act Ill' Lohengrin' Wagller

This programme was an interesting one, which certainly
was not lacking in variety; and its items were well suited for
the joyous time of Easter. The recital was well attended, and
lasted forty minutes. It was the first time that Faulkes'
Overture in F has been played in Sherborne; and we may
hope it will not be the last. It was beautifully rendered, and
duly applauded, and it showed off the qualities of the organ
very finely, the effect of the full 'swell' being magnificent.
The' Pastorale' of Gllilmallt-a very soft piece-was thoroughly
enjoyed by all; though in one or two of the softest parts of the
piece a castanet-like accompaniment, proceeding from the
organ-loft, rather spoiled the effect. However the organ, for
the most part, behaved very well; and the 'Dulciana' was
very effective. The' Suite Gothique' was fully appreciated,
though its beauty was rather marred by notes refusing to speak
now and again, or refusing to speak long enough; but the
Toccata was magnificently rendered, and the effect of the 16ft.
pedal stops was very fine and sounded out well. The two
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pieces of No. 4- were short and sweet; they were both very well
executed, and showed off beautifully the effect of the soft stops
and of the' Orchestral Oboe.' And now we come to the fifth
and last item of the programme; and a very fitting ending for
an Easter-Day recital: the magnificent introduction to the
third act of 'Lohengrin.' Mr. Tester brought out the
orchestration of the piece in a very skilful manner, its most
prominent feature being the splendid effect of the trumpet and
reeds. The trumpet was particularly fine, and produced a
result even greater than had been expected. The full organ
sounded out with great power, and we were very loth to leave
the room at the end of the proceedings, after having spent a
most enjoyable three-quarters-of an-hour. It would not be
unjust perhaps to say that it was a greater success this year
even than hitherto; or at any rate as great.

[Communicated by OIlY 'Musical Correspondent.]

ENTERTAINMENT.

On Thursday, March I7th, there was an excellent Musical
Entertainment in the Big Schoolroom, consisting of sketches
by Mr. Arthur George, of Bournemouth, and selections by the
School Orchestra. The entertainer, who is an accomplished
musician, was "accorded an enthusiastic reception," as he
deserved. The most unfavourable critic could only find fault
with a slight super-abundance of musical parody, for Dolly
Grey is somewhat passee, and is apt to bore, even though lurk
ing in a horn-pipe. The patter was not always successful, but
with his fingers Mr. George was inimitable; his voice might
have been clearer, but he did ample justice to the humorous
songs of Gl'ain and Gross111ith, every syllable of those deligth
fnl melodies being heard all over the room. This was Mr.
George's first appearance before the School, and, as the Head
ma~ter said, we hope his funniments may be heard by us
agam.

The Orchestra was at its best; the audience was tired of
the fascinating- but aggravating strains of Hiawatha, and the
dainty whimsical Carlshad's Doll's Dance was somewhat paltry
owing to the inadequate numbers of the Orchestra; but Mr.
Hodgson and Mr. Regan are to be congratulated upon con-
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tributing in no small measure to the enjoyment of a thoronghly
enjoyable evening. The programme is appended.

J"Vezzacflpo
Clayton Thomas

THE SCHOOL ORCHESTRA •

• Paris'March
Japanese Dance

MR. ARTHUR GEORGE.

(I) Variations of Goodbye, Dolly Grey!
(2) Humorous Sketch, entitled,

• Holiday Harmonies'
(3) Song' The Man who had too many names'

Grain
Grain

THE SCHOOL ORCHESTRA.

Intermezzo 'Hiawatha' ... Niel Moret

MR. ARTHUR GEORGE.

Recitation ' The Horse that Broke the
Ten Mile Record' Conon Doyle

Musical Sketch, entitled,
, l\hs. Fitzboodle's Dance.'

Introducing the following songs:
, The old couple's polka' Grain

'The noisy Johnny' (by request). Grossmith

THE SCHOOL ORCHESTRA.

Doll's 'Dance Ludwig Pleier
~Iarch ' Les Cadets' ... SOl/sa

Carmen and God Save the King.

SCHOOL NEWS.

C. B. Brown has won a classical scholarship at :\Iagdalen
College, Cambridge.

The following have been presented with their 2nd XV.
Colours: G. H. Adams, S. E. Baddeley, H. M. Goldsmith,
R. M. \Vhite, A. Northey, C. O'D. Carey, D. G. Campbell,
C. H. Gater, F. S. Drewe, D. S. Johnston, C. N. James, L.
Bartleet, R. MacGillycuddy, D. Bullen.
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Three representatives were sent to the Public Schools'
Boxing Competition at Aldershot, K. C. Langaard (c), C. H.
Gater (a), and A. M. Greathead rc), who contested for the
heavy weights, light weights and feather weights champion
ships respectively. The former won the silver medal. An
account of their doings will be found elsewhere.

The School Gymnasium Pair came out 25th.

The Treasurer of the Games' Fund acknowledges \vith
thanks: £5 from J. K. D. W. Digby, Esq., M.P.; the g-ift of
half-a-dozen trees for the School Field from Rev. H. Dunkin.

CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editor of the . Shirburnian.'
Dear Mr, Editor,

Primroses were few and far between this Ea~ter. )'fuch toil was
needed to make even the most exig-uous receptacle simulate repleteness.
The toiler looked for no reward, but est modus in rebus.· Despite his
arduous and back-breaking labours, when he deposited his floral tribute
amid wha.t has been in previous years, and should have been again a
joyous galaxy of lady Shirburnians, bubbling with cheerful and grateful
merriment, he was received in an awful stillness that a Mark Tapley could
not have borne. He entered expecting the prattle of feminine nothings,
the hubbub of many picking one another's work to pieces, metaphorically
and otherwise; he found an icmess more than Arctic. 0 vanished babbling
of many voices! O. ye ornaments, once cheerful, of that ever gloomy
Pound! After all that has been said apout female progress, are we so
degenerate, is decorating so depressing and so infectious that our Sherborne
roses are to become primroses? Di meliora.

. Yours still frozen,
LAUDATOR TEMPORIS ACTI

The Editor acknowledges with thanks the receipt of
the following contemporaries :-Blundellian, Carthusian, Cliftonian,
Dovorian, Eastbourllia1!, Felstedian (2), Hadleian, Haileyburian (2),
Lancing College Magazine, Lorettollian (2), Marlburian, Mill Hill
School Magazine, Ouse! (6j, Pallline, Radleian, Tonbridgian,
Wycombe Abbey Gazette.

School House (a); Wildman's (b); Wilson's (c); Bell's (d) ;
King's (f).
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