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THIS term the School has made a laudable attempt to
keep up to date by becoming a victim to that fashion

able malady-Influenza. With one or two exceptions, the
cases have not been very serious and have sometimes con
sisted in little more than an indisposition to work.

We offer our hearty congratulations to the School
House 'Two Cock' Team on their well-earned victory.

We have also to congratulate the Outhouse' Three
Cock'Team (Dunkin's, King's and Carey's) on winning this
important House Match.

We owe an apology to our readers for the shortness of
this' Shirburnian.' Matters have been greatly upset by the
fact that the School breaks up a week earlier than was
originally intended.

We are also asked by the persons responsible, to apologise
on their behalf for the omission of the ' Three-Cock' report.
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FOOTBALL.

Two COCK.

[APRIL,

This match was keenly contested on the Lower on Saturday,
March 13th. The House kicked off from the National School's
end, and for a time play was very even, until Beckton gained
some ground for the School by a strong run, but Shaw and
Barnes by two well-judged kicks brought play even again. The
School forwards then made a good combined rush only to be
well checked by Dammers. Beckton soon gained even more
ground by a good kick. Palmer then broke away and
made some ground for the House. At this point the School were
awarded a free-kick, which was very well returned by Carr.
Play was now brought just outside the School' 25 ' when, after
a smart heel by the House forwards, Palmer made a beautiful
opening for Carr who running strongly planted the ball between
the posts. The try was unconverted. The School House
continued to press until Beckton relieved first with a grand kick
and then Simey by a clever run brought play near the House
'25.' The House forwards temporarily relieved the pressure,
for Beckton broke away and passed to Adams i who went over
with a good try. As it was unconverted the sides drew level.
This, however, was not to last long, for in the House '25'
Gosling intercepted a pass of Beckton's and out-pacing the
opposition scored a try between the posts. Tozer converted.
Soon after this, with the play slightly in favour of the ,School,
half-time was called, with the score 1 goal and a try to a try in
favour of the House.

Almost directly upon continuing Adams i made a good run
and again scored for the School; but the kick at the goal failed.
Shaw then gained some ground with a clever drihble, but on a
free-kick being given to the Out-Houses Penny put the School
on the attack; but relief soon came through the House forwards,
headed by Hooper i and Shaw, who made a good rush. Carr
next broke away and kicking over the back's head scored forthe
House. The kick failed. Hooper ii gained some ground with
an excellent kick, but Hooper i headed another fine rush which
was well saved by Wylie. Simey then gained some ground
with a good kick, but this was more than made up for by a
brilliant combined run between Gosling and Shaw. A free-kick
was' next given to the House. .Tozer made a good attempt at
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a place goal; but a score was soon to come through Palmer
who, receiving the ball from Barnes, went over with a good try.
Tozer's kick hit the post. The House now continued to
attack and Anstruther all but scored. Palmer then made a fine
attempt at scoring, feinting through several men. Anstruther
again nearly scored, but the School defence was sound. Soon
after a free-kick had been awarded to the House, the whistle
,vent for No Time leaving the House victors by I goal 3 tries
(14 points) to 2 tries (6 points).

Holtse-Dammers, back; Gosling, Carr, Palmer, Anstruther,
three-quarters; Barnes, Shaw, halves; Hooper i (Capt.),
Wilson ii, Coleman, Back, Tozer, Adamson, Hooper tert,
Powell, forwards.

School-Wylie, back; Simey ii, Lott, Beckton i, Adams i,
three-quarters; Hampton ii, Penny, halves; Hampton i (Capt.),
Mansfield, Rose, Johnstone, Hooper ii, Mason, Millar, Scott,
forwards.

THE HEART OF THE THORN

Cruel the rose-tree thorn !
Who grasps will rue it;

But have ye seen at morn
The sun shine through it ?

Then, though the fell point feign
With hate to hide it,

Tender the warm heart-stain
That glows inside it.

Who 'mid the thorns of life
To life's sun turneth,

Hid in the heart of strife
Love's hue discerneth.

Happy, though fate-accurst,
Who so can find it-

See through the sad world's worst
God's best behind it!

J.R.
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DAPHNIS AND CORYDON.

[APRIL,

Hither, my love, and link thy lips to mine
In one long warm voluptuous kiss;
And taste on earth of Heav'n's own bliss,

While each with each enraptured doth entwine.

Come, seek yon glade where wanton shadows play,
O! joy like them in dalliance light;
Let separate soul with soul unite,

O! come, love pleads, thou wilt not say him nay?

MILTON'S BLINDNESS.

Grieve not for me, my child, because God's light,
Which once so brightly shone upon these eyes,
No longer penetrates the veil which lies
Heavy, so heavy, o'er them; and black night,
Brooding for ever o'er a hapless wight,
Crushes, or tries to crush, his spirit-ties
Tighter his feebler-soaring wings-while dies
Each whilom hope and aspiration bright.

Grieve not for me, my child, tho' Fate unkind
Hath made me stranger to those scenes I knew,
And lov'd, in brilliant robes of ev'ry hue-
Moor, wood, and field. There now but blows the wind
Where once bright colours shone; and now I find
Small pleasure walking where fair flowers grew
And still do grow, but not for me. And you,
My fairest flow'r, I may not see. Blind-blind!
Grieve not for me my child. Life still retains
Courage and strength of will to labour on-
Ay, 'till the flick' ring flame of life be gone-
'Till from these petty troubles, toils, and pains
I find release at last, where there remains
A rest for weary mortals. Ah, I long
To see the golden gates, and hear the song
Of angels, where my King for ever reigns.
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Grieve not for me, my child; for ev'nings calm,
Bright with soft hues of sunset lingering,
Gladdens my twilight hours. I hear the ring
Of Vesper bells; and antiphon and psalm
Dispel each knocking fear, each faint alarm.
Then as the shadows lengthen, suffering
Sorrow and tears all vanish, and I bring
My prayers as incense to the Heav'nly Throne,
To Him who silent lay the grave within,
At the sad hour of Compline, cold, alone.

'ALL ART IS QUITE USELESS.'

All art is useless. \Vrites the poet so,
Who all on which he ever wrote adorned?
Writes thus the artist, who nor sneer'd nor scorned
In his true heart, his noble craft ?-I trow
Despite these cynic's words, the fire did glow,
Deep down, unquench'd, unsmother'd by the sneer
Upon the surface. Seldom did appear
The poet's heart, the cynic's lips below.
Seek then the heart-th' unfeeling words condemn;
Scoff, an' thou wilt! For me, I ever long
To probe the depth. The music of the song
Reaches my heart. But, strike false notes, and then
The spell is broken. Beauty fades, as when
Tinsel is tarnish'd. Let each line be scann'd
Drink in its pleasure-walk this fairy land,
And cull frail blossoms from each slender stem.

O.S. NEWS.

37

WILLIAM ELLIS METFORD, 0.5.

The nephews and nieces of the late William Ellis Metford,
O.S, have generously offered to give to the School Library two
large globes which belonged to him, and to the museum his
collection of geological specimens.
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Mr. Metford, who was a civil engineer, had a world-wide
reputation as an expert in rifle barrels. The rifling of the' Lee
Metford ' was due to him.

CLERICAL.
Rev. R. W. B. Langhorne, B.A., Curate-in-Charge of

Sharpness, Berkeley, has been appointed Deputy Priest-Vicar
of Exeter Cathedral.

Rev. E. A Wilson, l\LA., Organising Secretary of the C.M.S.
for the Dioceses of Oxford and Peterborough, has been appointed
Vicar of Annscroft, Shrewsbury.

LITERARY.
ECCLESIA DICENS. The Church's Lesson from the Age.

By the Rev. J. H. F. Peile. Longmans. Ss. nett.
[Thi~ book, by the Vicar of All Saints, Knightsbridge, contains

sermons delivered at various places during the past few years (with one
or two essays) bearing on 'the Church, which somehow seems to have
lost the right and power to teach the world, and now has to learn from
it, if nothing else, at least how to become its teacher again '-a subject
which will recall Canon Peile's Bampton Lectures in 1907. 'The Re
proach of the Gospel.' Three deal with modernism.]

MISCELLANEOUS.
R, H. A. Gordon Duff, the Secretary to the Royal Com

mission on the Poor Laws and relief of distress, has been
appointed General Inspector of the Local Government Board.

Captain C. F. de L. Eardley-Wilmot has been appointed
Commissioner of the Police.

D. Lucas (Trinity), was selected to represent Cambridge
in the University Gymnastic Competition.

£. S, Hornidge is rowing seven in the Cambridge Boat.
Major D. P. L. Birch has been appointed Staff-Captain to

the Royal Artillery, 'Nest Riding Division.
D. Bennett took his RA. degree last December.
C. T. Sanctuary (Caius) has been presented with his

College 1st XV colours.
E. H. Bramall has been playing for Pembroke 1St XV.
A. G. Onslow (Trinity) and R. M..Mayes (Sidney, Sussex),

have been presented with their Hockey 1St XI colours.
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WINTERSCALE-At Dormy, Vicarage Road,
Eastbourne, on the 4th March, John Percy Hillier
Winterscale, late Captain 3rd Batt. Wilts Regiment,
Secretary of the Royal Eastbourne Golf Club, and
eldest son of Colonel Winterscale, J.P. for Devon,

aged 34.

DERRy-On the 12th March, at 8, The Crescent,
Plymouth, Charles Trelawny Derry, seventh son of
the late \Villiam Derry, aged 30.

GALPIN-On the 18th March, at Sandgate, near
Brisbane, William J. D. Galpin, eldest son of the
late J. G. D. Galpin, and of Mrs. Galpin,Westbourne
mansions, Westbourne·terrace, \V., aged 38.
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CAMBRIDGE OLD SHIRB URNIAN SOCIETY.

For some months past it has been thought that something
might be arranged to bring together the old members of the
School who are now resident in Cambridge.

Consequently during last term a meeting of 0.55. was
held in Trinity College and it was agreed that a Cambridge Old
Shirburnian Society should be started. A Committee was
appointeJ and the following were the chief rules drawn up :-

That all 0.55. residing in Cambridge are eligible as
members.

That a meeting will be held once a week in one of the
member's rooms so that 0.55. might be given an
opportunity for seeing one another and hearing School
news.

That the Headmaster, late Headmaster and. Secretary of
0.55. be invited to act as Vice-presidents and that the
Committee be appointed annually.

J. W. Pigeon consented to act as President and A. G. E. M.
Onslow was elected Secretary.

It is hoped through this means that 0.55. will· the more
easily hear news of the Old School and take a continued
interest in its welfare.

DRILL AND MUSKETRY COMPETITION.

The Drill and Musketry Competition took place on
Tuesday, March 30th. Capt. W. B. \Vildman acted as judge.
The following is his report :-

DRILL.

The Drill seemed to me better than the Musketry; but
there was rather a want of life. Cadets are forgetting how to
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move. It is a difficult thing to define but its presence or
absence is always noticeable: the word of command has a good
deal to do with it. A Non-commissioned Officer besides know
ing his book should practice giving words of command. Sergt.
Pennefather's section moved best and second Sergt. Smith's,
but the latter wants more training. Sergt. Gibson's section
alone stood still, while inspected.

MUSKETRY.

The rank and file are too ignorant about elementary points,
more book should be taught them. Non-commissioned Officers
might do a great deal by going with their men to Morris tube
practice and watching them and coaching them. They would
learn a great deal themselves in that way. The usual mistakes
were made about sighting-; some forgot to sight at all, others to
put up the leaf, when that should have been done. In loading
and unloading, rifles were held in dangerous positions; in rapid
fire men forget to pull out the cut off. Non-commissioned
Officers in charge of sections could do a great deal here.

ORDER OF COMPETITION.

DRILL.

Commands. Squad. Total.
40 160 200

1St. Sergt. Pennefather 36 140 176
2nd.

"
Gibson, ma. 30 132 162

3rd. "
Smith ... 28 116 144

4th• "
Read 31 112 143

5th . "
Merriman 20 93 113

MUSKETRY.

140

1st.
2nd.
3rd.
4th .
5th•

Sergt. Pennefather
" Smith ...
" Read
" Pennefather
" Merriman

95
93
92

90

65
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'C'EST GROS JEAN QUI VEVT REMONTRER

A SON CURE.'

If we consider for a moment the characteristics of the
modern public, there is none so striking as the exaggerated idea
that the various classes have of their own importance. It is
noticeable also that this feeling is by far the strongest among
the lower classes. The mayor of a small town almost invari
ably has a far higher opinion of his own importance than a
Cabinet Minister. Even the meanest member of the lowest
class is imbued with the spirit of the age, which is summed up
in the words, ' I will have my rights.'

Even if such a person gains absolutely nothing by asserting
himself, yet he will not fail to do so, simply because it is an un
usual thing and therefore a luxury to have some power over his
equal or his superior. He has found a rare thing in which his
word is law and he alone shall be obeyed, a thing which can be
taken from him by no man. This he is pleased tu call his
'rights.' Moreover, should It happen that in an exceptional
case our friend's' rights' are infringed upon, his indignation
would know no bounds, and he would move heaven and earth
to regain his lost treasure.

Let us take a simple example of this. The people claim a
right to share in the making of laws which they have to obey.
Votes are thus granted to all who have certain qualifications.
Thus it sometimes happens that a vote is given to one who is
absolutely illiterate and totally incapable of forming a judgment
for himself. If, however, anyone were to suggest that such a
man should be deprived of his vote, he would arouse a storm
of indignation, because none would realise that suffrage should
be regarded as a privilege rather than as a right.

Unfortunately the same spirit has spread into school life.
·While comparing my last term with my first shortly before I
left, I was struck by the comparative luxury of modern school
life. \Vhen I left, a term of two ago, it was impossible to inflict
any sort of punishment without danger of breaking one or other
of many laws, most of which were imaginary and all of which
were unwritten. When a privilege has been given to a person
or set of persons it gradually spreads until twice as many people
claim it. It was once seriously asserted that a boy who had his
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house-cap was exempt from corporal punishment. It may
reasonably be expected that this privilege will be extended to
those who play on the Pick-up.

The younger members of Public Schools especially are
continually suffering from imaginary grievances and it would
do them no harm if these grievances were realized. Like the
British Public, the schoolboy is spoiled by too much consider
ation. He thinks that, so long as he obeys certain fixed rules,
he is at liberty to do what he likes. There he is wrong, for he
forgets that if there are unwritten laws which protect him
there may also be unwritten laws which condemn him.
There is no doubt that Public School life is becoming more and
more luxurious and as one of the best influences of the School,
the influence of discipline, is slowly being removed. Formerly
there existed a set of boys who were not actually prefects but
possessed a considerable amount of influence in their houses.
vVhen a new boy showed signs of being conceited, these persons
made it their duty to improve his moral at the expense of his
physical appearance. During my last term this class had
ceased to fulfil the duty, although it still existed. In the few
years that I was at Sherborne the change which took place in
the condition of the discipline of the house was truly deplorable.
The general respect, which used to be felt for the prefects,
vanished almost entirely. The line of distinction between a
prefect and an ordinary member of the School had become
more and more indistinct and will soon vanish altogether if it has
not done so already.

I am not in a position to offer a remedy for I do not know
how far the evil has developed, but there is no doubt that a new
code of house rules would be a great advantage, as it would do
away with some of those absurd rules which are nothing more
than excuses for misbehaviour. 0.5.

[Our contributor has made some questionable assertions
but there is no doubt that his apprehensions are well founded.
vVe should be glad to hear the opinions of any other readers.
-ED.]

PROSE CORRECTION.

It was spring-time in Hades, and they were beginning to
leave off the fires which are sometimes dispensed with even in
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that flammiferousreg-ion. The grates had been polished with
blacking supplied direct from the bed of the Styx by the
Subterranean Dredging Co. (Telegram~: Charon, Ltd.)

Persephone had been superintending this domestic process,
which, unpleasant in itself, was rendered additionally disagreeable
by the pungent odour arising from the preparation which had
to be applied, the grumbling of the slaves when left alone, and
the howls to which they gave vent when reprimanded with the
flagellum. 'Drat the spring-cleaning,' said the lady, 'I declare
I shall be glad to get back to- earth again, and listen to the
rivers and the baaing of the lambs and the crowing of the cocks,
and get away for a holiday out of this beastly place.'

'Persephone, my love,' replied her husband, 'such language
as this is not only uncomplimentary to my~elf and to our
establishment, but is not expressed in that dignified and
measured phrase which befits your standing and is such as I
expect from my wife. There are many cultured gentlemen here
who would suggest a far more appropriate and elegant method
of expression than that which you recently employed, and I will
leave you to learn from them while I myself inspect a new
instrnment of torture which I have recently invented.'

With these \vords he departed and sent a selection of
literary ghosts to instruct his royal consort.

The first to answer was the translator of Homer (who
gladly relinquished the task appointed him, that of adding the
last line to a somewhat irregular and unintelligible limerick
composed and left unfinished by Browning).

, Gracious lady,' he began, 'the art of proper expression
consists in simplicity of sentiment couched in intricacy of
language, which is best attained by a plentiful employment of
compound words with a Latinised ending where possible.
Sentiments connected with grates or spring-cleaning are not
fitted for the polite discourse of humane letters, and are best
omitted. The following version of your observations will
illustrate my meaning.' He then produced a sheet of paper
covered with corrections and erasures, and read as follows :-

, What sound more pleasing to th' attentive ear
Than babbling murmurs from a streamlet clear,
Than bleatings from the shepherd's timid care,
Or crested champions' matutinal blare?'

This did not at all meet with the approval of the historian
of the Roman Empire, who held that largeness and rotundity of
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phrase, with a judicious intermixture of synonyms and antitheses,
were required to give dignity to the expression of ideas. He
suggested the following :-

, It would indeed be difficult to conceive of a harmony
, more grateful or a solace more delicious to the jaded spirits
'of the Byzantine citizens, wearied with business, and
'rendered anxious by the turmoil of affairs, than the
, murmur, insistent though not oppressive, which rises from
'the plashing waters of some neighbouring brook, the high
'pitched yet soothing utterance borne upon the breeze from
, the newly born occupants of the sheepfold, or the imperious
, appeal of the feathered rooster, which stimulates, though
, it does not jar upon, the meditations of the sympathetic
, hearer.'

Meanwhile the ballad-writer of the Roman Republic had
with difficulty contained himself during the recital of these
artificial and ponderous periods, as he called them. ' What is
wanted is alliteration and local colour, a washy philosophy
expressed in vague and inexact metaphor, and hammer-like,
banging meter to drive home the sense, and drown the faults
and deficiencies.'

, \Vhat sound more sweet and soothing
For hero hearts to hear,

Than bleatings of Clitumnus' lambs
When corn is in the ear,

Or ripples from the mnlet
\Vhere Fabricius feeds his flock,

Or purer, nobler than them all,
\Vhen life is low and pleasures pall,
And shadows o'er the wine-cup fall-

The crowing of the cock?'
After this there was a short pause during which the company

recovered, and the silence was at length broken by the philoso
pher Green who had but lately arrived in the nether world. He
pleaded that the question must be faced from the beginning.

, In order to the analysis of sensations arising from the
, sounds of rural nature, as presented in consciousness' he
said, , it is necessary to insist that such sensations involve
, a conception of the relation between a coordinated series of
'events or impressions, and a synthetic principle compe
, tent to their coordination, which again involves '--

At this point the meeting abruptly adjourned.
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'ENGLISH AS SHE IS WROTE,'

[APRIL,

An Old Shirburnian, now living in the Malay States, sent
me the other day copies of two letters printed below, with this
introduction:

, These may amuse you, as "English as she is wrote," by
'our black brother; I have made copies from the original.
, One gentleman is a native dresser in the Coolie Hospital near
, here.'

THE DRESSER'S LETTER.

Respected Sir,-I 1/Iost humbly beg to bring the following facts for
your urgent consideration. Yesterday nigltt at 11 p.m. one big full
grown Tiger came to my quarters as well as dressers, rounding and
rounding the quarters with horrible growling, and went and tcrr{jied all
patients, rounding all the wards and servants' quarters. In fact until
5 a.m. this 1Il0Y1ling it was rounding and rounding our quarters or the
wards with most fearful and terrifying growls which friglttened every
body. I appeal to you that the Tiger in question may be shot with the
least possible delay. If you could kindly arrange 2 hunters with 2
riffles it could easily be dispatched to Hell either by waiting in the
quarters for its nightly visits, or I hear from the water carrying mm
that it is near the bZlshes of the well i1l the day-time, when they hear it
growls. A nxiously awaiting the riffles and hunters.

Your most obedient and Jwmble servant,
V. V. RAMASAMY,

Assist Surgeon Batu Tiga Hospital.

P.S.-Just now the Contractor was bringing provisions to the
patients and in full daytime it growled at him and was on the point of
attacking him but the poor man ran for his life breathless.

This is an admirable letter surely; we may conjecture that
the contractor abandoned the provision and that the Tiger got it.

The second letter is from a prolific aspirant to Govern
ment employment. If less polished as a letter-writer he is at
any rate very persuasive and it may be hoped that he was
successful.

THE SECOND LETTER.

Most Preserved Sir,-I am humble man and great family, large
szms and daughters with magnified appetites. Much often have I
written to grate notoriolts gmtlemans, who have terribly failed in good
ness, therefore your Honour will not be considerably angered with me
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for b~cause though not altogether completely dead jor want of money I
am much harmed man and magnamiously anxious for display of my
talents. It is grate sheer pity all my big education is going horribly
cast aside. Your Honour, I am like one man is what your English
poet calls "born blowing unseen" and your Honour is the P. TV.
department with its great serculated Department building big wall and
bridges, which falling down 110 matter, for that make mOlley and
because your Honour now is completely dismissed for procuring the cask,
yet still 11luch influence is with your mighty Honour in this wide place
of area of P. W. Department. Your kind Honour will pass over the
fitry of my grate peitishan I am telling you of my much troubles
experiments much limed all tkings, I got lIlltch studies in big
Dickshunarry (which is 5, 6 days now I did lost) or grate talents in
all things. But this manifold family which I have generated God
known every every year, she does my wife make incremental successions
to the ramifications of this generation. My age was of 19 when I did
commence to have children, and now my age is 34 and only one child
dead and by the Lord there will be no end to thi5 mischief.

RAM SYLAP.

W.B.W.

, CORRESPONDENTS.'

The lot of an editor of a School Paper is a hard one. In
the first place no member of the School (with the exception of
the would-be poet) ever thinks of sending him a contribution;
while everybody considers it his duty to criticise and condemn
the well meant efforts of the Editor and his few faithful
supporters. But the Editor has one consolation: there is
always an entertaining amount of correspondence. First we
have one kind friend who knows the Editor's mind better than
himself: he always prefaces his letter with an observation to
the effect that' he is writing without any reference to the merits
of the case': and goes on to say that' even though the bias of
the Editor is evident' in his opinion the Editor shonld remem
ber that hls paper is not being" written' for his own edification
but for that of Old Boys.' [We came across one such letter
to-night which the ex-Editor had left behind.] To this style of
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criticism we would observe that the position of Editor being
entirely honorary (and we can assure all and sundry that editing a
School paper is a thankless task) we claim the right of giving
our own opinions in our own columns rather than the opinion of
our Correspondent who to our knowledge represents only him
self, whereas we can and do claim to represent the predominant
feeling in the School. 'liVe appreciate the concern of our corres
pondent for our 'good name' and' reputation for impartiality,' but
we beg leave to doubt whether they have even been gravely
imperilled.

Next we have our' polite' correspondent: he always begins
, May I be allowed .. "-or when he is very polite' Might I be
allowed .. " His letter is usually addressed to the' authorities'
and suggests some reform, in many cases much needed. Vole
shall always try to find room in our columns for this class of
our readers who writes term after term 'never despairing,'
though to all appearance no notice is taken of their appeals.
But it is the epistle of our' humorous' reader which causes us
the most intense joy. He usually is so pleased with his own
joke that hp. scribbles it down. in a great hurry, omits to correct
his MS. and sends it on to us with two or three words spelt
wrongly. He invariably signs himself' Yours sincerely.' The
great delight of the humorist is to find mis-prints in other
School Publications. Vole are always glad to hear from him:
as we have been told that this branch of our Correspondence
column is appreciated more than any other part of our paper.
It was one of our 'polite' correspondents who gave us this
information. We think, however, that it would have been
kinder if he had added' of course with the exception of the
Editorial. '

But we feel that we are selfish in keeping all these good
things to ourselves: so we have determined that when next we
get a letter from our 'kind friend' who is concerned for our
'good' name we will print it for the edification of our readers.

'A POSTAGE STAMP STORY.'

Yesterday, while I was turning out the contents of a long-
neglected drawer. I found an envelope labelled 'Foreign
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Stamps," and emptying the contents on to the table I brought
to light, amongst others some dozen specimens of an Australian
issue, unused and obsolete. The black surcharge' OFFICIAL'

across their face reminded me of the following curious events.

Crossing from Sydney to Auckland I struck up an
acquaintance with the son of the then governor of North
Australia who was on his way home to England and Eton and
was also severely smitten with the stamp-collecting fever.
When he heard that I intended visiting some of the Pacific
Islands he was anxious to exchange a set of his father's
stamps-how obtained history narrateth not-for a complete
issue of the stamps of Samoa.

At Auckland we parted, he to steam over the Pacific to
San Francisco and school. I to wander for soma months through
the islands of New Zealand, carrying in my pocket book the
issue of postage stamps which warned me that my side of the
contract had yet to be fulfilled.

In those days, long before Stevenson had made Samoa a
household word to English folk, to plan a visit to that island
was one thing, to get there was quite another matter. I dis
covered that it would mean a possible two or three days sail in
an open boat manned by natives and an indefinite tossing about
on the return journey on that Ocean (called Pacific on the
principle of '{IlCUS a /lOll {uceudo ') before being picked up by the
mail steamer. Moreover, about that time Maleatoa and
Tamasese, rival chiefs of the Island were fighting for the crown
and civil war was in full swing; so that Samoa was decided
, off.' But how about my promise to the Governor's son?
There was only one thing to be done. Before long a letter was
written, stamped and addressed to ' The Post Master General,
Apia, Samoa' explaining the circumstances and begging him,
in return for an enclosed postal order, to forward a set of his
stamps to an address in England. And now for the order.
But post offices in New Zealand bush are very different from
that admirable institution in Cheap Street where an obliging
and effir.iem set of clerks are ever ready to minister to the wants
of the public. In fact, this particular post office was only open
for one hour in the twenty-four. And so, for the time being, I
left my letter in the sitting room and went for a walk. Fate, in
the shape of an intelligent landlord now intervened. He came,
he saw, he captured that letter and dropped it all unfastened as
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it was, into the mail bag waiting to be sealed and despatched,
and I saw it no more.

Six months afterwards there was laid on my breakfast
table in Liverpool a many post-marked envelope which,
being opened disclosed two full sets of Samoan stamps with a
line from the postmaster to say his charge would be so much.
It remained only as I thought to post the stamps to Eton and a
money order to Samoa, the first an easy task, the second as it
turned out impossible. For on going to the post office my
modest request was met with much discussion and nodding
of heads by the junior clerks. 'Samoa, where on earth was
Samoa? Fetch an atlas, fetch a senior clerk, fetch' - .. but
they fetched a grey haired official who explained that affairs in
Samoa were now complicated and peculiar. England, America
and Germany claimed a triple protectorate over the island;
squabbling was incessant, fighting was probable, communica
tions were interrupted and it was extremely doubtful whether
money orders or postal orders would be of any value during the
present disturbances. On the whole, he suggested, it would be
best to find a German trading vessel and entrustmy packet to the
skipper and hope for the best. But by this time I was desperate.
I got some cardboard, slit it, slipped a sovereign inside, folded,
addressed, and posted it. I wish I knew the result-whether
the Apian post master ever got his own, whether the local
authorities confiscated it, or whether it fell into the hands of the
fighting Samoans I cannot tell perhaps it will yet be returned
to 'me through the dead letter office for it is barely - years
ago since all this happened.

, PHILATELIST.'

ST. DUNSTAN AND' THE PONTIFICAL

OF SHERBORNE.'

The Right Rev. Monsignor Moyes, D.D., has kindly sent
the following information with regard to Anglicames' query in
our last number.

1. The word 'Sherborn' in connection with Dunstan's
Pontifical is undoubtedly Sherborne, and ought to have
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been so spelt in the articles to which you have kindly
referred.

2. The Pontifical which is now in the Bibliotheque
N ationale in Paris (No. 973) is associated with Dunstan,
because upon the leaves, which remained over when the
text of the Pontifical was written, is contained a copy of
the letter of Pope John XII, granting the Pall to St.
Dunstan. The Pontifical itself includes the rite for the
coronation of the King, and the prayers in this rite speak
of the King as the ruler of the English or Saxon Kingdom,
and thus fix the Pontifical as one used in this country, and
probably belonging to the Archbishop of Canterbury.

3. The Pontifical is associated with Sherborne by the
fact that its fly-leaves contain a list of the Bishops of
Sherborne up to the time of Bishop Ethelric (A.D. IOOI),
and also a letter addressed by a certain Archbishop to a
Bishop of Sherborue. There is thus a very strong
presumption that the Pontifical was in the possession of
the Church of Sherborne, and that it had been given to that
Church by St. Dunstan. The Pontifical is mentioned by
Bishop Stubbs in his introduction to the Roll Series
Volume of Memorials of St. Dunstan. It is also mentioned
by Mabillon who copied from it the Pall Grant to St.
Dunstan. (A.A.S.s. Ord. St. Benedicti. Saec. V. 643)'
Its contents are briefly described in the introduction to
the Pontifical of Christopher Bainbridge, published by the
Surtees Society.

4. It is very probable that there were few if any of
the great Monastic or Cathedral Churches. in the South of
England in the 10th Century which were not brought into
personal relations with Dunstan, and did not feel his
reforming influence. It is very unlikely that Sherborne
would have been an exception, but it is not easy to find
any express record of such a connection, beyond the
passage in \Villiam of Malmesbury to the effect that vVulfsy
was made Bishop of Sherborne by the agency of Dunstan
(Dunstano agmte) and that he installed the monks there
(Vita S. Dunstani, in Memorials of St. Dunstan, Roll
Series, p. 304). \Vulfsy was Bishop of Sherborne, at least
from 943 to 958. Bishop Stubbs notes that Dunstan was
not Archbishop at the time, but, on the other hand, it may
be urged that Dunstan's influence in filling the Sees and
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reforming the clergy began long before his elevation to the
Primacy.

It may be safely presumed that Duastan as a Glaston
bury monk would have taken a deep interest in the See of
Sherborne, and would have been taught to venerate the
memory of its first Bishop St. Aldhelm, as a great bene
factor of his monastery.

We have also received the following letter from Mr. W. B.
Wildman.

Dear Sir,
In answer to Anglicanus I would call his attention

to page 77 of the first edition of the History of Sherborne
or to page 125 of the second edition for a reference to the
, splendid Sherborne Pontifical called Dunstan's.' I came
across the point a good many years ago in Haddon and
Stubbs.

There was certainly no Benedictine Abbey at Sherborne
in Dunstan's day; there was a Cathedral with a Chapter of
Secular Canons, if we may decide this point on the existing
evidence. The Benedictine Abbey here dates from 998.

Yours truly,
W.B.W.

ARCHJEOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

Like the rest of the School the Archreological Society has
been singularly unfortunate this term. Besides the illness
which prevented the only lecture and the excursion round the
Abbey from being largely attended, the proposed visit to Trent
has had to be postponed twice, this time indefinitely, and the
two lectures on Hellenic Art, by Messrs. Tindall and O'Hanlon
have had to be abandoned for this term.

However on Monday, March 1st, a very interesting lantern
lecture was given in the Big Schoolroom by Mr. Hudson, on
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, Glimpses of some of the world's famous buildings.' The lecture
was free to the School, about 30 boys attending, besides a few
masters and about 20 visitors. Mr. Hudson began with a few
introductory remarks about the Society, mentioning the progress
during the last term, and the programme for the present one.
Then, the lights being turned down, the lecture proper began
with a view of the pyramid of Cheops, which has been asserted
by some authorities to have been built not for the tomb of the
monarch but to contain the standard heights and measures.
Another view showed the great stones of the pyramid, about
4ft. by 12ft., by which stood a man. The base is 760 feet
square and the height is 480 feet. The Lecturer then shewed
some Egyptian Temples, pointing out the familiar lotus
capital. Passing to Greece, the next two slides were of the
Parthenon, whose exquisite grace fully warranted the enthusiasm
of the audience. The lecturer then told the well known
anecdotes relating to the proportions of the Greek orders, but
as there was to have been another lecture on Greek Architec
ture, he next went straight on to Rome, shewing the Coliseum,
within and without, the great baths of Carracalla, the Arch of
Constantine and the Pantheon. Then, to illustrate the life of
the Roman he gave slides of the city of Pompeii, and after a
short digression to the Taj Mahal in India, and the Church of
S. Sophia at Constantinople, returned to the later buildings of
Rome; the great cathedral of S. Peter, in which he had had the
good fortune to see His Holiness the Pope perform part of the
ceremonies of a canonization, amid a crowd of 60,000 people;
the huge Vatican with it;; priceless sculptures and paintings,
and the Church of S. Paul without the walls. Thence he took
us to the cities of N. Italy, Florence, with her Baptistery gates
and the exquisite campanile of her Cathedral, Milan, with her
glorious marble masterpiece, Venice, with her S. Marco, her
bridges and her palaces, and Pisa, with her leaning tower. He
pointed ont the great difference in size between the French and
English Gothic windows, and those of the Italian work; the
first two aiming at light and warmth, the last at shade and
coolness. Next Cologne, the greatest Gothic work in Germany,
and itself essentially French in character. Here he mentioned
the great height of the French Churches and the consequent
absence of a central tower. Slides of the great French works
followed; Notre Dame; La Sainte Chapelle, the Cathedral of
Amiens; the Church of St. Quen, Rouen; then a view of the
Louvre and of the Venus de Milo gallery, the churches of La
Madeleine and S. Germain l'Auxerrois, from whose steeple
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clanged the bells which ushered in the massacre of S. Bartholo
mew's eve. The remaining slides were of English subjects, the
Cathedrals of Durham and Peterborough, Salisbury and S.
Paul's, followed by some views of Sherborne Abbey and School,
including one of a curious miserere, the slide being kindly lent
by Mr. Green.

Unhappily owing to illness the President the Rev. the
Headmaster was unable to attend, so G. T. Long, the Vice
President, rose and thanked Mr. Hudson for his most interesting
lecture, and asked for three cheers for the lecturer which were
enthusiastically accorded.

On Wednesday, March IOth,a visit was made to the Abbey
under the guidance of Mr. King, the verger, who besides showing
the Abbey itself allowed the Society to see the Muniment
Room with its valuable manuscripts and curios.
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