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T HE shortness of the term makes the second issue of
The 8hirburnian follow closely on the last, and

for this reason we relied especially on original contributions
for the success of this numher, since news is necessarily
scarce. We have been disappointed as regards quantity,
though quality is certainly not lacking.

Once more we must appeal to Old Shirburnians, to the
Staff and, last but not least,· to the School itself to write
something for the School magazine, whether it be prose,
poetry or merely a letter from 'Discontented Sardine,'
, Sperans ' or ' Puzzled.'

The change in the morning time-table, which gives us
half an hour free before lunch, has proved very acceptable
to all except those who attend regularly at ' detention' at

that time.

Another excellent innovation is the Junior League games
which have been played in the Easter term for the first



280 The SltirbZtr11iall [MARCH,

time. Many were thus enabled to get organized football,
who would otherwise have been rather neglected during
Senior House Matches.

Our heartiest congratulations to R. B. Jenkins on the
success of Carey's in the Senior.

Results will be found elsewhere of the innumerable
competitions which the authorities (for reasons known only
to themselves) insist on crowding into the end of the
Easter term.

The Editors will be grateful if all contributions are in
future given to them, and not directly to the publishers.
They will thus have a complete list of contents before
receiving the proofs, and some confusion will be avoided.

THE PATER RETURNS

AFTER MANY DAYS.

2:.Kliir; iJl'up.-Pilldar.

When last I strode down the Digby Road
Beneath a bright blue summer heaven,

I was walking between a First Fifteen
And the Captain of the School Eleven;

We had breakfasted on tongue and muffins
In the little dark back-room at Tuffin's,
And now the mellow Abbey chime
(Five minutes faster than railway time)
Set our feet to the swing of a rousing rhyme;

For the old 8-40 was due; .
, Here it comes! Goodbye, you two.'
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'What a crush! \iVhat a squash! What a row ! '
'You'll be back at the end of the term,' they said:
, You are sure to be back for the School House spread! '

And seven and twenty years have sped,
Since last I strode dqwn the Digby Road:

Yes, seven and twenty years, I vow,
And I've not been back till now!

Il

But why should I creep where I used to leap?
And why should I feel so lone and strange?

For its chiming the hour from the good square tower,
And the bells have never a sound of change!

See, the ostriches perched on the Digby gables
Still munch their horseshoes and stare at the stables,
And the road to the Abbey looks just the same
As the road down which we fellows came

That summer morning of gleam and glow,
Seven and twenty years ago;

Then what is the matter-the matter with me
That I should feel so differently?

III

Yet, I know, I know; and my steps fall slow,
As I take my solitary rounds,

Past the shattered yews, where the almsmen snooze,
And a Tuffin that's out of bounds!

For the ghosts of my day have all melted away,
And who should remember the grim and grey?

My seat in Chapel belongs to Vinter,
And \Voodhouse is master of paper and printer,

\Vhile the name that I carved on my study door
Can be traced no more, no, never more!
For behind the curtain of flowered chintz
It has wilted and vanished from view long since
'Neath the lusty initials of D. STUART PRI~CE.

In the cloisters the small boys glare and glance,
Appraising my figure and form askance;
And a loitering horde by the notice-hoard
Think my bair too rough (not greased enough !)

Till the newest young rascal of all proceeds
(1 can see by bis eye
What he thinks of my tie 1)
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To criticise mutely my taste in tweeds:
And I'm off past the lime trees as fast as I can,
An exiled, unwanted, disconsolate man!

Out of date, out of fashion!
A thing for compassion!
Overwhelmed with disdain
I reseek Finger Lane,
(I'm immune now from rules)
Past the National Schools,

Till the green field appears (bourne of happier years,)
Ah! what tremors I have
As I slink to the Pav.

And collapse in a corner in scarlet confusion,
Lest Baker or Westlake resent the intrusion.

IV

o Sherborne Blood, with your glory in flood,
A word in ycur ear from the Pater, pray;

Remember, your fame, your honour and name,
With their blue and gold ribbons, must flutter away.

And the pride that strode down the Digby Road
Will melt in a vapour of drab and grey,
When you own that the cricket you now can play
The very best cricket you muster to-day-
Is worse than the rawest recruits display
In the Schoolhouse Junior A-K !

vVhen your Latin Unseen
\Vould turn Cicero green,

And your Greek would be scarcely sufficient to get
Into Mr. Hodgson's 17 set.

When you hear your dreams thro' the distance call,
With no one to answer, no echo to fall,

Save the echo of wandering feet that pass
On the Cloister stones, o'er the Sixth Form grass.

Whim old faces peer through the study pane,
Old faces you never shall see again;
Old shouts come wafted across the years,
Old fights refought, old songs, old cheers;
Old triumph of laughter, old tribute of tears:
Though there's 110 one to heed them, or hear them

but you,
As you fade from your world, so old, so new!

o Sherborne Blood, while your glory gleams,
Lay up good store for thilt age of dreams! Ill.
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SCHOOL NEWS.

The Editors apologise for the following omissions ID the
last issue :-

E. E. F. Baker is Captain of Shooting.

The following have left :-

H. P. Clarke (b), 1st XV, 1913-14, 1st XI, 1913-14;
Corporal in O.T.C.

H. J. Parham (a) Corporal in O.T.C.

CORPS NOTES.

FIELD DAY.

On Thursday, 12th March, the Contingent formed part of a
Brown Army, operating between Tidworth and Ludgershall.
The place of assembly, just west of Ludgershall station, 'was
reached after Il o'clock; the preliminary explanations and
orders were actually being given by Major Spedding, D.S.O.,

Irish Rifles, the Brown Commander, when we reached the
rendezvous. The scheme of operations was an attempt to destroy
an imaginary depot at Shipton Bellinger, belonging to a \Vhite
Army, on whose line of communications this village lay, and
who had detached a mixed force of all arms for its defence.
The Brown Force was composed of Cavalry, Artillery, Regular
Infantry and O.T.C. Contingents. The line of advance from
Ludgershall on Shipton Bellinger was to be via Observatory
Hill and Warren Hill: and the Advanced Guard, composed of
the three Sherborne Compamcs, was given the task of making
a feint frontal attack on Warren Hill, while the rest of the
Brown Forces advanced through the woods on the left of the
enemies' positiou.

The attack on Warren Hill was made in orthodox fashion,
and without undue hurry, as the enemy kindly ignored our
advance for some time. Their Cavalry made frequent, but
futile demonstrations on the left flank, giving opportunities of
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distinction to more than one Section Commander. It is not
the invariable experience of Field Days, to meet charging
cavalry with fixed bayonets, or to chase retreating Lancers
through copse!> to an ignominous flight. 0 fortullati lIi1Jlil/1Jl!
The attack was full of incident, and of opportunities, turned
usually to excellent account by the Section Commanders, of
shewing their powers of initiative. At length the attack
through the woods on Observatory Hill made itself felt, and
the hostile troops on \Varren Hill began to melt away. \Ve
stormed the heights, only to find ourselves confronted by
another position on a hill with its intervening valley: over
this we again made our way, less well, for the second line
crowded on to the first, and the enemy's artillery had discovered
their raisoll d'etre, and the hillside would have been strewn with
dead and dying under less happy circumstances. And so on
again from height to height, over soft grass and undulating
ground the advance went on till the' Cease Fire' put an end
to the struggle of the thrice-slain to capture the entrenched
position of the often-killed. M agllijiqlle, lIlais pas la gllerre!
The best of the day was when the attack on \Varren Hill was
being carried out, the end of things was improbable and almost
farcical.

\\;'hy did a section of guns, without a semblance of an escort,
attempt to take up a position on a hill to enfilade an mfantry
attack? And have we not heard of their discomfiture by a
section of ' C ' Company, who caught them coming into action
and as yet unlimbered at some 300 yards distance?

After the operations a Pow-wow, at which General Sir H.
Smith-Dorrien said kindly things of the frontal attack and the
manner of its execution. Then we marched past and after a
weary trudge, enli.vened by the mnsic of the bugles and fifes to
Bhurtpore Barracks, where tea and the band of the Irish Rifles
compensated amply for the long march to reach them. And
so home, and a most interesting and instructive day was
brought to a satisfactory conclusion by our arrival at Sherborne
about 7-45 p.m.

Two Tuesdays on either side of the Salisbury Field Day
were devoted to operations in the Park. As is usual when the
Squire l,indly puts his grounds at our disposal, the Colour
Sergeants took on the command. The area lay between
Pinlord Farm on the North and Haydon Village on the South:
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naturally the scheme involved chiefly the defence of the high
ground East of Jerusalem Hill. It is always an interesting
place to attack or defend, whether from \Vest or from the
North and East. The space at the top is very much larger
than at first sight it appears to be. On all sides are large trees,
growing closely; and interrupting the views very quickly.
There is also a number of little ravines and hollows which
offer cover for a secret approach and surprise attack. For the
assailants it is not easy to make a concerted advance throngh
the woods: and from the North it is not possible to move from
Pinford Farm without being seen by scouts; and quite
impossible to cross the two small bridges without being
decimated. On both days the plan was the same: in order to
give effect to a long -felt wish for an opportunity of repeating
on the same ground operations to carry out the same object
with fewer mistakes. On tbe first day the defence under
Colour-Sergeant Kestell-Cornish, with one company made the
fatal error of spreading out the available forces over a very
wide part, and not sending out scouts far enough. Conse
quently he was miserably surprised and destroyed by the
attack under Colour-Sergeants Baker and Wheeler, who came
within 200 yards before being seen. On taking up a second
position he probably inflicted as much loss on his enemy as he
had before suffered, as the advance went on blindly into all
manner of death traps. At the close the Officers who came
over from Dorchester to umpire, gave their severe criticism,
sparing neither side: and in consequence the second attempt
was most successful. \Vheeler, now on the defence, owing to
Kestell-Cornish's absence, disposed his men admirably: his
scouts came right down to the Park wall and saw the advance
out of Pinford- Farm. Baker was forced to move through a
wood right round to the East, where he made his entrance in
to the Park without being seen. Unfortunately the use of
whistles gave his movements away: and \Vheeler managed to
get his men into some sort of a position by Haydon gates.
But as he was hopelessly out-numbered, his destrnction was
merely a matter of time and of the length of delay interposed
by the umpire. A spectacular charge was eventually made,
and came to a stop immediately opposite the tea tables. Un
doubtedly it is interesting to work out a scheme twice over:
and for instruction purposes the value of it is trebled. In this
case the better posting of the defence made the original plan of
attack impossible: and forced the Commander to adopt another
way of approach. At the outset he would probably have
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suffered very severely from scouts' fire at about 300 yards.
After he had passed this danger spot, and had got out of sight,
the defence was faced with a new problem: which he had to
solve in a very limited time. Both sides had to cover new
ground.

We can assure Mr. Digby that these opportunities of
fighting in his Park, which is so easily reached and which is
also so extraordinarily suitable for small operations, are very
much appreciated.

OXFORD O.SS. LETTER.

To the Editor of The ShirbttrlZian.

Dear Sir,

Expecting your usnal inexorable summons for what I believe
newspapers call' copy,' I have sought diligently for information
this term. My remarks in your last number about the keenness
for sailing among Old Shirburnians at Oxford seem either to
have annoyed or frightened them. There was certainly a
marked falling off in attendance at the Upper River Jast term.
However Tozer pursues this sport nothing daunted and is
reported to have won the Sailing Cup against all-or should it
be no ?-comers. This Cup he now displays with pride on
his mantelpiece.

News is necessarily scarce as several of our number have
been endeavouring to 'outwit the Moderators this term.
Butcher, Cox, \Vight and Muspratt (lam not sure about Adye)
have all been securing their a'S (?) for Demosthenes, Cicero,
&c., and in consequence have deemed it prudent to hide them
selves from the outer world all last term, in order to appear to
have worked their heads off, as the saying goes. The results
of Mods. will no doubt be awaited with great anxiety and will

perhaps reveal some surprises.
On the football field Tuke, Samler and Millar all displayed

their skill in the final of the Rugby Cup between Keble and
University College.
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Carus-Vlilson's lightning:charges have been few and far
between owing to his tackling Pass Mods. and probing the
mysteries of Aristotle. Balliol must be very superior if
Aristotle is required by its authorities for Pass Mods.

On the river, Radcliffe and Lott mi., distinguished them
selves in Torpids. The latter for not acknowledging a 'bump'
had some of Oxford's best and most lllnd language hurled at
him from the bank.

]anasz has bad very bad luck in contracting some bad illness
during the Xmas vacation, which prevented him from making
any appearance at Oxford last term. He certainly would
have rowed for Corpus and more certainly would have gone in
for Mods. Perhaps he is glad to have escaped the latter.

Hodgson was the only Shirburnian to appear in the
Acharnians, performed by ,the O.U.D.S., and he was none too
easily recognised as a coal-begrimed old Acharnian charcoal
burner.

Lund has bought a motor-bicycle and will certainly break his
neck before long. \Vebb has an exceedingly nice two-seater
car, which frequently has arguments with the police.

Bennett has bought an eye-glass. Vacher has been perform
ing with the boxing gloves and fought his way up to the
semi-finals in the University boxing.

Such, Sir, is all the news I can gather. I will conclude by
saying that we expected to see some Sherborne people come to
Oxford for the Greek Play, but the hard-working teacher of the
Upper Sixth was the only Shirbllynian to put in an appearance,
and that, too, for other than theatrical reasons.

I remain, Sir,
Yours, &c.,

OXFORD O.S.

FOOTBALL.

SENIORS.

1ST ROUND.

CAREY'S v. KING'S.

This match was played on the Upper, resulting in a win for
Carey's by 40 points to 3·
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Wheeler kicked off for Carey's towards the National Schools
and play for some time remained in King's twenty-five. In
the ensuing scrums King's forwards were repeatedly beaten
for possession, but olVing to the q llickness of their halves, for
the first quarter of an hour, their opposing three-quarters
rarely saw the ball. Once or twice Grove nearly got away,
but was well brought down by Freund. Then Baker ma.
getting the ball in his twenty-five made a fine run and was not
pulled down till well past Carey's twenty-five. S~on after this,
from a loose heel, Stevenson scored, \Vheeler converting;
which scpre was soon followed up by Jenkins getting over,
Wheeler converting. When it was almost half-time Smyth
scored after most of the backs had handled.

In the second half Jenkins got in early from a heel, but from
the kick out King's forwards made a good rush,' bringing play
to half-way, which however was neutralised by a good dribble
by Thornton and Hodges, the latter scoring. From a scrum
near the line \Vheeler scored for Smyth to convert. Then
from a scrum in Carey's half, King's heeled well and the ball
went down the line nicely for Grove eventually to score.
Now play was mostly in King's half, further tries being scored
by Hodges, Smyth, \'\1 heeler, Jenkins. In the later part ofthe
game, King's heeled more often than Carey's, but even then
did not give their really dangerous three-quarters much chance
of scoring. 'No-side' went with play in Carey's half.

For the winners, ]enkins, Smyth and Carr-ElIison were in a
class by themselves outside the scrum, and \Vheeler, Hodges
and Thornton were the pick of the forwards.

For King's, Baker ma., Grove, Baker mi., Scott, all played
well and did a great dEal of excellent tackling and rush stop
ping, which Smith and Mason were the best of the forwards.

Carey's 40 points-King's 3.

DUNIUN'S v. TINDALL'S.

This match was played on the Lower, resulting 1Il a WlIl

for Dunkin's.
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2ND ROUND.

CAREY'S v. DUNKIN'S.

This match was played on the Upper, resulting in a win for
Carey's by 71 points to o.

Carey's defending the National Schools' end pressed at once
and Smyth scored. The game all through was by no means
as one-sided as it would seem by the score. Carey's forwards
showed to advantage right through some really good rushes,
chiefly headed by Wheeler, Thornton and Hodges, but many
were stopped by Young, Betts and J effreys, who showed up
excellently in defence. Carey's for the most part controlled
the scrums, shoving their lighter opponents off the ball. The
score would undoubtedly have been greater had it not been for
the superiority of Dunkin's halves. For the winners the out
standing back was Jenkins, and perhaps the pick of the for
wards were Carr-Ellison, Wheeler, Hodges, Thornton, and for
Dunkin's, Young, Betts, J effreys, outside, and Jackson-Taylor
worked hard in a losing pack.

Tries were scored for Carey's: J enkins (6), Wheeler (+),
Morton (3), Smyth (I), Westlake (I), Stevenson (I), Frost (I),
Bolton (I).

Carey's 71 points-Dunkin's o.

KING'S v. TINDALL'S.

Played on the Lower.

Tindall's kicked off, and Baker ma. securing the ball
immediately scored for King's. Grove converted (5-0).
King's continued to press and brought the score to 23-0
before Tindall's drove them back into their twenty-five, where
Hoskins intercepted a pass and put Dreschfeld over the line.
Prosser converted (23-5). After this Baker ma. and Scott
both scored and it was not long before the whistle was blown
for half-time (29-5).

Soon after the resumption of play King's heeled well and the
ball reached l\Iilligan mi. who scored, but Baker ma. whose
goal-kicking was not brilliant, failed to convert (32-5). Un
fortunately for Tindall's Hoskins, who was doing a tremendous
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amount of saving work was injured and had to leave the field:
but Baker rna. was playing back for King's instead of three
quarter the greater part of the game. King's still pressed and
tries were scored by Mason, \Valker, Grove and Smith.
Immediately after the kick Walker scored ag-ain and Baker ma.
made his only conversion (49-)). Tindall's made repeated
efforts, Hooper, Prosser and Dreschfeld being prominent, but
King's continued to score, Baker ma. once getting the ball in
King's twenty-five and scoring between the posts. The points
continued to mount up, Baker mi., Scott and Stark scoring,
Smith, Mason, and Grove adding the extras. Stark's was the
last try of the game, for' no-side' went immediately after.

Scorers for King's: Baker ma., Baker mi., Mason, Smith,
Grove, Walker, Scott, Stark and Milligan.

THREE-COCK.

It was a disappointing game for the spectators generally,
although the Town section was as appreciative as ever. Any
injury sustained by one of the players was sufficient to draw
from it bursts of hilarity, which must have been very stimulating
to the sufferer.

The School kicked off towards the National Schools, \iVheeler
at once retaliating. After a short interval Vacher was well
collared by Romer. In spite of this, however, Smyth crossed
the House line a moment later. Unconverted (3-0). Prance
gained some ground for the House, but the School continued
their attack and Smyth got in again (6-0) The House then
with a great effort forced play into School territory, Stuart
Prince bursting through several opponents and Fenn leading a
fine rush. Young retaliated with a good run along the touch
line, but the ball was again forced back by the House forwards,
Fenn, Kestel1-Cornish, VVaugh and Rouquette being prominent.
Todd-Jones then looked like scoring but could not get past
Young. \Vheeler, Carr-Ellison and Mason forced the ball
back; their rush was stopped by Prance, and Rogers gained
ground by a kick. Smith dribbled on towards the House line,
but was again checked by Prance. Vacher ran through
soon afterwards (9-0). The School were Ly this time getting
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the ball consistently, and though Holden stopped Grove,
Smyth scored a converted try (14-0). Fenn led a renewed
attack into School ground, where Grove secured the ball, only
to be brought down again by Rogers. Carr kicked well and
Kestell Cornish dribbled the ball some way. Fine tackling by
Davies failed to save the next try, which was scored by Mason
and converted (19-0). Vacher, after kicking over the back's
head, repeated this rather monotonous performance (22-0).
Another try was added before half-time by someone whose
name is altogether illegible in our notes, but who may have
been Baker (25-0).

On the resumption J enkins scored twice in quick succession,
the second being converted (33-0). Play now began to be
more uninteresting, and we will be brief. Carr-Ellison scored
an excellent try (36-0), whIch was followed by another by
Baker, well converted by Smyth (41-0). Hodges then just
got over (46-0). Smyth then scored twice (52-0). Hodges
scored an excellent try, which was followed by another from
Jenkins (60-0). Vizard and Smyth added the last two tries,
which were converted by \Vheeler and Grove respectively
(70 - 0 ).

School 70 points-Hou~e 0 points.

The School side was an exceptionally strong one, consisting
entirely of School colours, of whom eight were' firsts.'

For the \vinners, Wheeler, Carr-Ellison and \Vestlake were
were perhaps the best of the forwards; J enkins, Young and
Baker of the backs.

For the House, Fenn, Kestell-Cornish, Davies (forwards) and
Stuart-Prince and Rogers were the best.

Teams:
School-(Carey's, King's and Dll1zkin's) G. A. Young; A. J.

Smyth, R. B. Jenkins (Capt.) E. E. F. Baker, P. C. Grove;
W. E. Vacher, R. J. Morton; F. O. Wheeler, 1\1. E. K.
vVestlake, O. F. C. Carr-Ellison, H. B. Hodges, \V. M. Mason,
L. S. Smith, L. VV. H. Stevenson, H. T. Vizard.

School HOllse-Romer; Todd-Jones, P. G. Carr, D. Stuart
Prince, H. Rog-ers; G. B. S. Prance, Tayler; E. G. P. Fenn
(Capt) R. V. Kestell-Cornish, H. C. A. Davies, E. G. Holden,
A. R. Waugh, L. P. Rouquette, R. C. Powell, Flower.
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On Monday, February 23rd, the School enjoyed the great
privilege of hearing Commander Evans lecture on the recent
South Pole Expedition. A detailed account would be un
necessary, and could hardly do justice to the lecture. Commander
Evans' powers of description made each scene vivid and real,
and the photographs, to obtain which a great deal of hardship
was undergone, were really excellent. A few fine cinemato
graph films were also shewn.

On Thursday, March 5th, the Rev J. M. Macdonald gave a
most interesting lecture on the" Frontier of India." Photo
graphs of Burmah, Assam and Kashmir and Afghanistan were
shewn. The feature of the evening was the collection of
mountain views in the Himalayas.

A most interesting lecture was delivered on Thursday,
March 19th, by Mr. Richard Kearton. He divided it into four
divisions, two instalments of still pictures and two of bioscopic
pictures. 1\1r. Kearton was unfortunately suffering from a sore
throat, but he gave us an extra spool of animated pictures, the
introduction of which is a distinctly interesting innovation. \iVe
were first shewn some interesting bird pictures which he took
during his stay in Ireland; all kinds of birds were shewn, in
cluding the calibot, which congregates with its kind in large
quantities on rocks, and lays eggs which, when blown by the
wind, rotate on their own axis. He also shewed us, by means
of some very interesting pictures, that wild birds do not sing by
nature, but have to practice.

The second part of the lecture began with an animated film
of a breaking sea. \Ve were shewn the habits of gulls, of which
the most entertaining feature was without doubt their scrambl&
for breakfast, which bore a distinct resemblance to a football
scrum. Another interesting film shewed the Spotted Flycatcher
in his nest. \Ve also saw some deer in a forest in which the
trees were conspicuous by their absence. This ended the second
part of the lecture.

This was followed by some more interesting slides. He told
us an amU',ing tale of when he was giving a lecture to some
small children and shewed a slide of a cuckoo, when one of the
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small children said, ' Look, a feathered tiger.' He finished up
his third division with a picture of a chameleon \vith its tongue
out.

Mr. Kearton then finished his interesting lecture with two
more spools of animated pictures. He gave liS a charming
view of the Great Canyon Falls, and completed with the inter
esting change of a caterpillar to a chrysalis.

THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS' LODGES,
FESTIVAL, 1914.

The Fourth Annual Festival will be at Sherborne on May
16th, under the banner of the Old Shirburnian Lodge,
No. 3304.

The Right Hon. The Earl of Shaftesbury, K.P., K.C.V.O.,

Prov. G.M. of Dorset, has consented to preside.

.<\. special train with luncheon car attached will run May 16th,
as follows :-

\Vaterloodep. 10-35 a.m. Sherborne dep. 9-30 p.m.
Clapham Junc. 10-44" Woking II-38 "
Woking II- 14 " Clapham Junc. 12-6 a.m.
Sherborne an. 1-28" Waterloo an. 12-18 "
Special return tickets will be issued from \Vaterloo, Woking,

Exeter, Salisbury and Plymouth. These tickets will be
available for return on the Sunday or Monday.

Old· Shirburnians who are masons, though they are not
members of the Lodge, will be gladly welcomed.

The Festival Secretary is R. vVhitaker, Sherborne House,
Seaford.

SHAKESPEARE AND THE ENL/l.rrm: ;lAli\InN

WITH APOLOGIES TO PROFESSOR GILBERT MURRAY.

\Vhile we have been given to believe that the great Athenian
dramatists have in their work handed down to us in a highly
developed form the primitive spring ritual of the savage inhabi·
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tants of the Southern Balkans, perhaps few realise that our own
drama is but a modification of similar worship on the part of
our own early ancestors, and that, whether consciously or not,
the tragedies of our greatest poet all portray in euhemerist
manner the sufferings and death of the Norse Adonis the god
Balder.

Balder, it is true, is often regarded as the recurring day rather
than the recurring spring, but the fact that his worship was
annual rather than diurnal, and the closeness of the parallel
with the spring gods of other more eastern myths can hardly
fail to convince one that he was also god of the ever dying and
ever returning spring, and that he was regarded also as such by
the Norsemen, just as the Asiatics honoured Adonis and the
Thracians Dionysius. That a regular spring ritual was univer
sal in Norse countries does not appear, but there is no reason
to doubt that in a few obscure villages like Icaria and Elentherae
in Attica, and Viza in modern Thrace, these rites went on, and
supplied the dramatic germ which after a temporary adaptation
to the Passion Play in the Middle Ages, finally came to its own
once more, though in a highly developed and much modified
form.

This may be most easily illustrated by a comparison with
some well-known masterpiece. For this purpose Hamlet,
though here the parallel is not most obvious, will perhaps on
other considerations be the most suitable.

The original ritual was probably briefly as follows :-Balder's
dreams, Gdin's visit to Vala, Vala's prophecy, the death of
Balder, Hermod's visit to Niflheim, death of Nanna, burial of
Balder, unsuccessful mission of Hermod to Hela, slaying of
Hodur by Vali, imprisonment of Loki, and perhaps some repre
sentation of Ragnarok the Norse Armageddon.

It is obvious that such a myth could not be represented within
the unity of a single play; many of the countless details had to
to be ignored, and episodes transposed, or retained only in hints
and allusions. Most interesting in the case of the play we have
selected for consideration are the frequent transpositions and
identifications of the principal antagonists. T,1Jis is the result
of what is constantly found in primitive myths where the slayer
of the old god is both priest, the new god, and the old god him
self returning. Accordingly, there is no real cause for surprise
when we find Hamlet, who is normally to be identified with
Hermod, Vali and Heimdall, whose characters for the sake of
compression he combines in one, taking apparently the part of
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Raider himself or even Loki. Raider is of course the murdered
king. The part of Lok! is taken by Claudius, while the queen,
it would seem, combines the parts of Frigga and Loki's wife.
Hodur the blind, slain by Vali, is represented by Polonius
behind the curtain. Laertes is an uncertain development; in
the kind of Gotterdiimmerung at the end, he is an ally of
Loki's, and his poisoned sword opposed to Hamlet's plain foil
suggests Senbi's battle with Frey armed only with his stag's
horn, but his cumparatively justifiable wish to slay Hamlet and
the secret poisoning of his weapon (though he is conscious of it)
point rather to the practically innocent act of Hodur against
his brother. Ophelia is ohviously Nanna, though for the pur
poses of the play she is associated with Hamlet and not the late
king. Though this alteration may seem a violent change in
the myth, we must remember that the avenger in these spring
rites is often identified with the god, and that the essential point
is that she dies rather than the manner of her death, and this
fact had Doubtless some ritual significance which is no longer
clear. The friends of Hamlet have no immediate parallel, but
probahly represent the other Goels supporting (instead employ
ing) Hermod in his efforts on behalf of RaIder against the
common enemy Loki. .

There are certain points of detail, the development of' which
are exceedingly interesting. vVe have already mentioned the
poisoned sword and the stag's horn. Balder was killed, we
remember, by the mistletoe; the king of Denmark hy poison.
The mistletoe bearing fruit on the leafless oak corresponds to
the evergreen ivy of the Bacchic ritual, and some counterpart
occurs in all spring rites. In the sagas the imprisoned Loki is
threatened by the poison of the serpent, from which he is pro
tected by his wife. By a curious inversion common in such
myths, the poison-the mistletoe is traditionally poisonous-is
the method of the king's death, while his wife is forward to
have it administered.

The play within a play is very curious also; on the analogy
of the curious ideas which developed about the wearing of
masks and skins of beasts, and the identification of the worship
pers with the animals retaining the idea of the masks being
such, it is probable that the enactors of the ritual grew to
imagine that they were actuaIly the characters portrayed, and
that they, the actors who had become the gods themselves,
must perform a mummery of what was actually happening or,
had happened. The feigned madness of Hamlet is very strange
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but as madness occurs in other tragedies there must be some
significance. It is probably the remains of the same ecstatic
worship as is found in the Dionysiac rites, and we remember
that Pentheus is afflicted with actual madness in the Bacchae.

The banishment of Hamlet is probably by inversion a trace
of the banishment of Loki, while the wanderings of Laertes by
a similar process refer to the dreadful journeys of Hermod and
Heimdall.

Now as regards the actual structure of the play. For the
purpose of unity and compression the visit of Odin to Vala, of
Hermod to Niflheim, and probably of Hermod to Hela, are all
united in the ghost scene at the beginning of the play, while the
death of Balder precedes the action. It is curious that the pyre
scene and the launching of the funeral barge is omitted, but
that probably not to destroy the unity by an irrelevant episode.
The play within the play has already been discussed, and it has
been worked into the action with exquisite ingenuity. The
visit of Hermod to Hela and his long pleading with her is with
the most successful results altered to Hamlet's reasoning with
himself. The result of both is unsuccesstul. Loki disguised
as Thole ruins the attempt, and the supposed king is only
Polonius hidden behind the curtain. This incident is run into
what ·we have described above, the slaying of blind Hodur,
which also seems a somewhat useless act done desperately when
all hope of other remedy seems to have failed.

The banishment of Loki is, as we have seen, transferred to
Vali, the slayer of Hodur, and his imprisonment is omitted.
The reason of this latter point is that, owing probably to its
similarity in essence, the death of all the gods was included at
the end of the ritual, and this could not be well portrayed,
bringing in as it does the death of Loki at the hands of
Heimdall, as well as Loki's final punishment by being chained
down in the darkness. Accordingly, it is only suggested by the
uneasiness and mental disquiet of Claudius ending in the
desperate measures to rid himself of his dangers, which end in
the violent death of all the principal characters.

It is impossible in a short discussion to explain all the details
of the development, nor can the analogy of one play be sufficient
to carry conviction for the great body of Elizabethan drama, but
it may at least serve to give a few hints as to the general idea,
and the principles will be found not inapplicable to other great
Teutonic tragedies. Hamlet emphasizes mainly the part of
Hermod, Macbeth that of Loki, King Lear of Balder himself.
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In Faust wc have an extraordinary amplification of the impor
tance of Hodur, the identification of Mephistopheles the wily
tempter is obvious. \Vhile even in Schiller we have Balder and
Hodur, though the catastrophe is there averted.

MART. !UN.

HOUSE COMPETITIONS.

KICKING COMPETITION (MARCH 6TH).

1St, Carey's (R. B. Jenkins, F. O. Wheeler).
2nd, School House A-K.
3rd, King's.

WATTS' SHOOTING CUP (MARCH 13TH).

1St, Dunkin's.
2nd, School House LZ.
3rd, King's.
4th, Carey's.
5th, TindaIl's.
6th, School House A-K.

HOUSE GLEE COMPETITION (MARCH 24TH).

1St, Milford's.
2nd, Dunkin's.

FORM GYMNASIUM COMPETITION
(MARCH 21ST).

1st, IVA (I).
2nd, Army Class.
3rd, VA.

th jVB.
4 , (IVB (ll).
6th, Remove.

JShell.
7th , (II.
9th, IVA (ll).

10th, IVB (I).
IIth, Ill.

[The results of other Competitions will appear III the next
number.]



The Shirbllrnian

THE SOPHISTS.

[MARCH,

On Saturday, February 28th, an impromptu debate was
held, an innovation which met with great success. The motion
before the House was not announced before the meeting and
was as follows :-' That in the opinion of this House the
vilification of the Chancellor of the Exchequer is unjustifiable
and prejudicial to the interests of this country.'

MR. MUSPRATT proposed. His speech was punctuated by
effective dramatic pauses. He did not respond to the suggestion
that he should sing a song to fill in these periods of silence.

MR. \\'HATELY spoke with bitterness and vehemence against
the motion, but was almost overcome by an unaccountable
desire to laugh at his own utterances.

MR. SIMPSON said that the name Lloyd-George was divided
into two parts (sensation). The first was Lloyd (cheers), the
second was the name of om estimable (sic) king.

MR. COLLIER spoke fluently for the Opposition. Another
speaker with an over-developed sense of humour.

MR. ROMER'S speech consisted chiefly of a whispered con
versation with his neighbOur.

THE PRESIDENT claimed that there must be some foundation
for the abuse always meted out to the Chancellor at all kinds
of entertainments, and which is always received with applause.

The motion was then put before the House.

Messrs. Smith, Carr, Milligan, Morton, Jenkins, Carr
Ellison and Kitson also spoke.

Mr. Carr's speech was extremely interesting. Disregarding
the point at issue, he criticised certain members of the Opposi
tion, and was in the middle of an appreciation of Mr. F. E.
Smith as a golfer, when the Chairman rose and reproved him.

The House divided and the motion was thrown out by 44
votes to 15.

A brief debate was then held on the use of Ceremonial.

The Hon. Secretary spoke against it, and Mr. Mason replied.
The first speaker only succeeded in convincing one person
(himself); for the motion was defeated by 58 votes to I.
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CAST:

... H. T. Wade-Gery, Esq.
A. R. Waugh

H. L. David, Esq.
... J. N. Birch, Esq.

D. E. M. Woodhouse
S. P. B. Mais, Esq.

R. P. Romer

The Duke
Dr. Grimthorpe
Rev. Cyril Smith
Morris Carleon
Hastings
The Stranger '"
Patricia Carleon

On Saturday, March 14th, ' Magic' by Mr. C. K. Chesterton
was read, and proved a great success. The reading was very
good and the attendance a record for a reading, fifty-six being
present.

DONATIONS TO THE MUSEUM.

E. W. Freund
Mr. J. T. March
E. B. C. Betts
G. G. Penman
W. B. Wildman, Esq.

Mrs. T. W. Wilson ...

Kauri Gum (New Zealand)
Exocetus volitans
Two Coins (English)
Butterflies from Rhodesia
Potamides and Opercula of

Turbo (S. Africa)
Trap-door Spiders Nest

(Corsica)

THE EDITOR'S LOT.
[With the usual apologies]

When the printer's man is not engaged in striking,
Or maturing his ingenious mistakes,

He loves to send a ' proof' when you're out byking
And such jokes as these he often undertakes.

'A'hen the He::tds of Houses do nol keep the money,
When all the Houses send in their reports,

There are lectures, entertainments-labelled' funny,'
Sophists, matches, archaeology and sports.

'AThen contributors are few, and rather rotten,
But you've got together something all the same,

There's still a thing that must nol be forgotten,
The Censor now will have his little game.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

[MARCH,

As usual in the Lent Term, little time has been left for
visiting the remains of the past amid the rush of the present:
even of the three expeditions and one paper, which made up
the modest programme of the Society, one expedition, that to
Milborne Port Church, was frustrated by the weather.
However, those who attended Mr. \Vildman's paper on the
Almshouses and visited them under his leadership-and they
were no small part of the whole Society-can at least feel that
they have bad an excellent opportunity of closer acquaintance
with the past.

The paper, which was read in the Lecture Room on the
evening of February 17th, began with a description of the
principal documents of the Almshouses, the earliest being an
undated Inspeximus of Bishop Morteval of Salisbury, placed
by Mr. V,rildman about 1315. This Inspeximus was itself
inspected by H.ichard II, and the paper certifying its integrity
also survives. There are also two deeds of the fourteenth
century conveying land in Newlands, where the Almshollses
owned property even before their incorporation gave them a
legal title to do so, by means of two men called in the accounts
• supervisores.' These men held the property as their own on
payment of a rent during th6ir lifetime, but on their death they
were unable to leave it to their heirs, and it returned to the
Almshouses. In the same way the Statute of Mortmain,
limiting the powers of corporations to hold property, was able
to be avoided. Another interesting document preserved in the
Almshouses is a free pardon to John.Coker, a weaver of
Sherborne, who had taken part in Jack Cade's rising; he
received a pardon for every wrong which he could or could not
possibly have committed, even for introducing Papal bulls into
the country.

The Almshouses existed for several years before their
foundation, a fact which need occasion no surprise, as the
founding of any institution means nothing more or less than its
erection to a status of a' corporation, with the fight to hold
property and act in every other way as an individual, with the
sole difference that it cannot die. The deed of foundation is
dated the 10th of January, 1438, hut the accounts, which
Mr. \Vildman has found and is still examining, begin with
Michaelmas, 1425. It appears that the Almshouses had no
existence at all before that year, for there are no arrearages
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from previous year nor any expenses for a burial before Lp8,
when the sum of tenpence was thus employed. The rental for
the Almshouse property when the accounts open is £3 Ss. 4d.,
and on this seven men and five women were to be supported.
But it must be remembered that not only did they provide
their own food-for the original inmates were of the middle
classes, as their pewter testifies-but also money went further
than to-day, twelve pairs of shoes costing five shillings and
elevenpence, and a bed fivepence. There was, however, an
adverse balance owing to the purchase of cloth for cloaks and
hoods (' togae et capitiae '). The next year's accounts are not
remarkable except for the first mention of sheets. In 1428 a
great change was made; a shilling's worth of bread, sixpenny
worth of beef, and beer to the value of one shilling and a penny
were bought for Christmas, Easter and Pentecost, while two
bushels of beans were laid in for Lent. Moreover in 1431 a
regular supply of food was instituted, sevenpence a week with
extra at the three feasts being sufficient for twelve people.
Meanwhile the property of the Almshouses was increasing, so
that it now included meadow-land at Bere Hackett, a house in
Long Street, Hyle Farm (of which tl:e distant additions to the
School Fields are part), \Vitley Hay, near Castleton, and a
house in \Vestbury, long known as Bridport's Place.

The last of these pre-foundation accounts is that from
Michaelmas, 14,6, to Michaelmas, 1437, during which time
steps were being taken to obtain a deed of foundation; letters
were written to the Bishop, to whom sixpence was being paid
annually as rent, and a certain Richard Rochel was paid three
shillings and fourpence for riding to Oxford and back. A
license was granted on the 11th of July, 1437, to found ~n

Almshouse in Sherborne and dedicate it to Saints John the
Baptist and John the Evangelist. There were to be twenty
brothers (female brothers were first elected in Edward IV's
time), a master, a perpetual priest, and provision for' twelve
poor, weak and impotent men and four poor, weak and impotent
women," who were bound to pray for the souls of the founders.
The deed itself followed next year, and is one of the earliest
documents written in English; the authorities never went to
the expense of having the initial letters filled in.

On the day after the paper 1\1r. \Vildman took a party over
the Almshouses, paying special attention to the triptych and
old glass in the chapel, and the pewter and documents in the
board room. Afterwards they proceeded to the Abbey Grange,
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where he explained how that the present remains are little
more than the 'transepts of the building-, the carts driving under
the great arches and being emptied or loaded in the barn itself.

ON LEAVING SHERBORNE.
[With apologies to the shade of Lord Byron.]

Alma Mater, we must part!
But I'll give thee all my heart;
Though I wander far away,
I'll remember thee for aye.
Hear my vow before I go,

Alma Mater, te amo.
By those cloisters grey and old,
Lov'd by all the hearts they hold;
By those Courts where walk the dead,
Where all Shirburnians love to tread;
By all the joys I now forego,

Alma Mater, le amo.
By thine honour fam'd in story,
By the name deep-bath'd in glory;
By those ancient walls that tell
\Vhat words can never speak so well :
By the sweet air Shirburnians know,

Alma Mater, te amo.

Alma Mater, I must leave thee.
But my heart I'll always give thee.
Though elsewhither I must part,
Sherborne has my soul and heart.
Shall I cease to love thee? No!

Alma Mater, te amo.
B1RONE.

0.5. NEWS.

MISCELLANEOU S.

H. E. A. Cotton has been nominated Deputy Chairman of
the L.C.C.
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MARRIAGES.

james-Lo1£,ry. At Thaton, Burma, on December 23rd, 1913,
Charles N ugent James, of the Imperial Police, Burma, to
Annie Edith, youngest daughter of the Rev. E. P. Lowry,
Honorary Chaplain to the Forces, Aldershot.

Nlair-Kuhling. On February 21st, at the Parish Church,
\Vye, Kent, by the vicar, the Rev. E. Lambert, John Allan
Freeman Mair, of the East Yorks Regiment, youngest son of
Mr. and Mrs. Mair-Rumley, of Udimore, Sussex, to Eileen
Edith, third daughter of the late Mr. C. Kuhling and Mrs. C.
Kuhling, of North Ferriby, East Yorks.

CLERICAL.

Rev. R. M. Pattison Muir, M.A., Curate of Farnham, to
be Rector of St. Clement's with St. Edmund's, Norwich.

Rev. H. Spencer Stephenson, M.A., Vicar of Christ Church,
Gateshead, to be Rector of Gateshead.

Rev. G. C. L. Lunt, M.A., Secretary of the C.M.S. for vVork
amongst the Young, to be Vicar of St. Paul's, Bedminster,
Bristol.

FOOTBALL, ETC.

A. B. Read has played for the Army XV.
P. E. H. Parry-Jones has played for Cambridge University

(Rugby).
A. H. S. Tuke has played for Oxford University (Rugby).
E. Saxon has played for Oxford University (Hockey).
A. H. S. Tuke played for the University College XV in the

Intercollegiate Rugby v. KebleCollege, for which J. G. l\Iillar
and \V. H. G. Samler were playing.

E. Saxon played for Oriel in the semi-final Intercollegiate
Hockey.

K. vVebb plays hockey for Exeter College, Oxford.
A. \V. Carr has boxed for the 20th Hussars.
P. A. T. Simey was fourth in the 'Varsity Long Jump,

Cambridge.
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REVIEW.

'Rhymes of the Deep Sea,' by H. G. Dixey, O.S.
The sea, and life at sea, are very joyful to Mr. Dixey; the kind of

abundant experience which makes poetry, He never turns his theme
about and about, to find its last drop of richness; he states a clear
impression without sentiment or moral. Dut the impressions are so
full of vivid poetry, and that humour which the sea gives to all sailors,
that this is clear gain; his experience is full, and he speaks out of it
always; if it is picturesque rather than deep or emotional, let us be
thankful for that; and quote Love's Labour's Lost to the critics.
\Vhat we like best, are the two which he calls' Songs'; and they
deserve that ambitious title. They have the melody which is not got
by taking thought; thus:

• On the fair maiden's eyelash there glistened a tear
As she gazed at the waves and the sand;

"He has gone for his fortune to seek, has my dear,
And he's bound for a far foreign land,

Heigho!
He's bound for a far foreign land." ,

@bttuarl]-

SMYTH. On March 7th, 1914. at Clarendon
Lodge, Shanklin, Hugh St. George (' Tim '),

aged forty-nine, youngest son of the late

Lieutenant-Colonel Ralph Smyth, R.A.

CHARACTERS OF THE XV.

E. E. F. BAKER (1912-13-14)' An excellent Captain, and
largely responsible for the success of his side. A fast and
dashing centre with considerable powers of attack, while his
defence was an object lesson to the School. Lack of weight
alone may tell against his success in future years.

R. B. JENK1NS (1912-13-14). Played wing to his Captain,
where his strength and dash, combined with very fair pace,
made him always formidable. vVith quicker grasp of a situa
tion, he should make a dangerous and scoring centre. A good
kick.
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F. O. WHEELER (1912-13-14). A good all round forward,
whose own determined play and natural gift of leadership went
far towards making a very efficient pack. Is al ways on the
hall, which he controls in rushes with more than ordinary skill.
A fine drop-kick, but fell off in place kicking.

E. G. P. FENN (1912-13-14). A very sound and honest
forward, quite invaluable in tight scrums. Showed up well
occasionally in the loose, but needs more fire to be a scoring
forward.

M. E. K. \iVESTLAKE (1913-14)' A strong and keen forward
and invaluable in the front row. Occasionally conspicuous for
dashing work in the open, and about the best of a weak lot at
the line-out.

\V. E. VACHER (1913-14). A good and at times a brilliant
fly-half behind winning forwards. He must not neglect the
less showy and attractive-but even more important-duties of
defensive play. He has the makings of a really good half.

O. F. C. CARR-ELLISON (1913-14). A vigorous forward, who
plays his hardest both in scrum and in the loose, where, how
ever, he was rather inclined to kick too hard on a dry ground.

F. D. HOSKINS (1913-14). A really good forward, combin
ing honest work with brilliance in the open. Equally good
with feet and hands, he constantly seized opportunities for
scoring tries.

D. STUART-PRINCE (1913- 14). A wing three-quarter who,
largely ihrough accidents and ill health, failed to fulfil the
expectations raised by his brilliant form against Tonbridge. Is
a strong runner with a powerful hand-off.

H.13. HODGES (1913-14). A light but very strong forward,
follows up well and tackles relentlessly. Has improved in
footwork.

R. V. KESTELL-CORNISH (1913-14). One of the best dribblers
on the side and did his full share in tight scrimmages. Knows
the game well and only lacks weight.

G. B. S. PRANCE (1913-14). A strong and plucky scrum
half. Very useful in stopping rushes and tackling, but owing
to slow hands and a lack of finesse not very prominent in
attack.

G. A. YOUNG (1913-14). Set up, in the earlier matches, a
standard of excellence in full-back play, which he hardly
maintained. Kicked and fielded well invariably, but a slow
ness in anticipating an attack frequently made his tackle
ineffective.
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A. C. FROST (I9I3-I4). A very keen young forward, who
through want of weight and experience hardly found his feet or
his hands. Is a really good player in the making.

H. P. CLARKE (I9I3-14)' A small and light centre with
really good hands, who gained much ground by judicious screw
kicking. His defence which at first was distinctly weak,
improved. As scrum-half against Dulwich he played the
game of his life.

EXTRACTS FROM LOWER SCHOOL ESSAYS.

, Sherborne is so old that no one knows how old it is. There
is said to have been a monastery there since I800.'

From an Essay on the Civil War:
, Those who preferred to make up their prayers as they went

along were for the Parliament'
and,

'Cromwell tried to govern by the Rump Parliament, but
it was very m/practical.'

rThe italics are our own.]

Another Essayist, on the same subject, says:
'Cromwell had no right to try the king which IS called

treason.'

From an Essay on Commander Evans' lecture:
, The first thing that impressed me about the lecture was the

numbers who wished to go; eight hundred offering to take
part in the hazardous expedition.'

[We need not enlarge on the terrors of the Digby Road by
night.]

CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editor of The Shirburnian.
Dear Sir,

I bow my head before the overwhelming flood of caustic criticism to
which' 4X Quartus . has subjected me. I should in fact feel completely
crushed were it not for the fact tbat Mr.• 4X Quartus' , facts are not quite
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as sound as his rhetoric. Before the School matches, the majority of
senior leaguites used to go and dig, so they were not entirely devoid of
weariness at the end of the day. And as for these days off when there was
no match on or when the XV played away. I fear they were nonexistent.
If Mr. '4X Quartus ' enjoyed such respites from his toil, he must I fear,
have been a member of that select body known as the' Pick up,' which I
am informed on excellent authority plays on a ground somewhere in the
direction of Yeovil, at which audacious members need not put in a too
frequent attendance. I was writing for senior leaguites not' Pick up ,
frequenters.

Yours. &c.,
SENIOR LEAGUITE.

Dear Sir,
May I second the proposal made by the • Exiles in Assam' in the

December number?
It would indeed brighten things up for some of us who can't run down

to Sherborne for the' spread' to be able to turn on a selection of the songs
we love so well.

There may be • a great deal of prejudice against gramophones' amongst
the lucky ones who can hear a good concert whenever they feel inclined,
but I can assure you that they are very much appreciated by those who
live in the' backwoods.'

I remain,
Yours, &c.,

ESTANCIERO.

Dear Sir,
I have a little military problem for you. Private A of the O.T.C.,

Sherborne Contingent. has been a year longer in the Corps than Private
B. They have attended Camp the same number of times. The standing
of A in the School is, if anything, superior to that of B. A has passed
the oral part of Certificate 'A,' B has not even attempted the examination.
B however becomes a lance-corporal while A does not. I have no doubt
that there is an excellent reason for this, but can you, sir, tell me what
that reason is ?

Yours. &c.,
MILES.

Dear Sir,
Could not hockey be taken more seriously? It is true that it is played for

a few weeks only, but that is I think no reason why there should not be a
house cup for it. At present it is only a glorified form of golf.

Yours faithfully,
H. O. KEY.

Dear Sir,
Has not the time come when the famous' Three-cock' match might be

altered both with justice and with advantage to a 'Two-cock'? I know
that O.SS. and present Shirburnians are very conservative in these matters,
but the conditions are snrely altered altogether in the reign of the present
Headmaster. The School House used to contain not 70 but 90 boys r
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Yours sincerely,
CENTURIQ PRIMI PILI.

even more; the Out-houses contained usually 35. Non-boarders are now
attacbed to tbe Out-houses, so that they are still larger, and can take
advantage of any good player who comes from Sherborne itself. Even
without these each Ont-house may contain 39 boarders. It is true that the
School House enjoyed an extraordinary sequence of triumphs some years
back, but it must be remembered that the Out-houses were then depleted iu
numbers more than the School House. If any change should commend itself
to Shirburnians past and present, now would be the time to consider it.
For myself, sir, though I was referee some half a dozen times in the great
match, my own football days are but a faint memory. But perhaps I was
the only one present on Saturday afternoon, March 7th,who could truthfully
sign himself,

ONLOOKER FOR 31 YEARS IN SUCCESSION.

Dear Sir,
It was witb considerable il1terest that I read the letter of my friend

• 4X QU ARTUS ' in your last issue. He consulted me about one or two
details before he wrote to The Shirburnian, and I need bardly say tbat
I entirely approve of every word he says, though I regret that I do not
possess his considerable gifts of literary expression so as to write a similar
reply to • SENIOR LEAGUITE.' I have heard that his letter has
aroused varied comment, and so have come forward to give him my support,
especially as he is a member of the School XV. Should anyone doubt
some of his statements, I can prove them correct by the fact that I have
preserved every notice which I posted on the School board last term.

Yonrs very truly,
EUSTON BAKER,

Captain of Games.

Dear Sir,
I have just read in the February number of The Shirourltian the

crushing reply to my complaints of December last, made by Captain O.S.
I do not wish the question raised to develope into an argument between

a • maligned examiner' and an 'unsuccessful candidate.' Captain O.S.
infers tbat I belonged to a section, the section commander of which knew
his own work perfectly. Modesty forbids me to agree to that inference.

The section commander of my section failed to instruct his junior squad
commander in the command of a section. I admit it. . But what I was
complaining of was that the competition was judged solely ou the merits of
section commander and squad commanders. If the Drill Cup was pre
sented in order to pronlote the efficiency of sectiou and squad commanders
only, let the competition be held in the Orderly Room, and let the section
and squad commanders drill with matches.

The junior squad commander in the section to which I belonged did not
know his job, whereupon the examining officer, who had not seen what the
section was capable of in ordinary circumstances, said' Oh! That'll do,'
and there was an end of four or five weeks hard work.

I maintain that the competition ,vhen started was not intended to be
decided in this way.
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Dear Sir,
When the generosity of one of the Governors erected the new arms over

the door into the School House dining hall, it was said that their prede
cessor was to be put up somewhere out of the reach of the weather. But
it lies now in broken fragments on the flower-bed behind Judy's kennel,
though it is almost our only link with the time of Charles I. Ought these
things so to be?

I remain,
Your indignant,

O.

Dear Sir,
Now that we have a weekly hymn in Chapel, which only the Choir can

attempt to sing, I again echo the repeated request that we should sing the
• Ad Completorium' after evensong on Sundays, the tune of which
undeniably is grand.

I am,
Yours&c.,

XXXII.

Dear Sir,
May I be permitted to bring under notice the Suggestion Book of the

School Library? It contains many suggestions which merit instant
attention.

Yours truly,
4X QUARTS.

Dear Sir,
I don't know whether you have come into collision with either of the Glees

yet, but you certainly will have done so by the end of the term. Neitherdo I
know whether the Muse of the Lyre has a dwelling in you: but as it is
customary to apply to the Editor of the School Magazine whatever the
subject in question may be, I appeal to you.

Are we not trying' to fly too high' in the matter of the Madrigal? It
strikes me as being too hard for a school competition: we are not all Bachs
and Beethovens

If we are to have a harder Glee than usual, why have an extra one,
which in itself is quite sufficient? Surely the authorities know that we
have little enough time for practice even under the usual circumstances,
and this term is one of the shortest in the School's history.

Yours, in hopes of gaining a footing in the School musical world,
4X QUARTUS.

[Here we agree with our indefatigable correspondent. ED.]

Dear Sir,
I have not read the correspo'ndence in the last issue of The Sliirburllian,

but have been informed that it contains a letter on the freedom of the press.
May I heartily echo the sentiments of this unknown writer?

I know personally of severaIly valuable communications which have never
appeared in print, and with all due apologies, consider that you, sir, are
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apt to forget that it is for the good of the community that the letters are
written to this paper, when you so strictly bar their publication.

Yours, &c.,
FAIR PLAY.

[' Fair Play,' though he tells us that letters are written in these pages
.' for the good of the community,' does not read them himself. The
Shirburnian is published for the benefit of the community, not for superior
people such as he. Ed.]

CONTEMPORARIES.

The Editors acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following ;- .

A lleynian M arlburian
Blzmdellian Meteor (2)
Cantltarian Mill Hill School Magazine
Cartlmsian Radleian
Cheltonian Reptoltian
Cholmelian SuttOIl Valel/ce School
Eastbourniall Magazine
Eton College Chronicle (2) Tonbridgian (2)
F elstedian Uppinghalll School Magazine
H aileyburiall Victorian
Lancing College Magazine Wellingtonian
Lorettoman W yheltalllist (2)
M alvernian W ycolllbe A bbey Gazette

and apologise for any accidental omissions.

HOUSES.

School House (a).
james', Curteis', Wood's, \hlhitehead's, vVildman's, Carey's (b).

Tancock's, \;Vilson's, Dunkin's (c).

Blanch's, Bell's, Bensly's, Tindall's (d).

Hetherington's, Rhoades', Hodgson's, King's (fJ.
Milford's (g).


