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EDITORIAL.

VOL. XXIX.

W E feel that it is scarcely necessary for us to make
any further remarks about the great blow of Arch

deacon Westcott's death. Words in such cases are always

inadequate, and the editorial column is by custom so cold

and matter-of-fact that to express our grief in it would be

out of place.

The functions of an editorial are, we feel, rather vague.

At present it consists of the most commonplace comments

possible on the term, together with a few lines of congratu

lation to certain successful people. Whether the future will

change all this and either drop the editorial or change it

into something of the type of a leading article, we cannot

say. A letter will be found among the correspondence

taking us to task for the wording of an appeal for more
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contributors. We fully realised the truth of what our cor
respondent says before we issued our appeal. We did not
mean to suggest dropping out of our pages the news which
O.SS. must desire to see. We only wished to cut down nn
necessarily long accollnts of house matches, etc., in order
that we might have room for contributions of a more
literary nature, something, in fact, which could prove that
present members of the School were not completely devoid
of intellectual activity. The' Critic' is not an official school
magazine, excellent and praiseworthy though it is. Any
how, a School of nearly three hundred boys ought to be
able to produce enough to fill the pages of both magazines.
What is the case in other Schools has nothing at all to do
with us. We are our own criterion in this matter.

We earnestly congratulate 1\f. D. Dixon on the success
of his House in the Gym. Competition; R. F. W. Leonard
on the success of his House in the Thirds; and lastly, P. B.
James on his House winning the Glee Competition; Un
fortunately, owing to the nearness of Easter and our going
to press early, we are not able to publish an account of the
Three Cock, nor the results of the House and Senior Fives
Competitions.

We are very glad to hear that Major Dunkin has been
'Mentioned for War Service,' but we feel that this is but a
small reward for his devoted services to the School and
Corps.
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On Thursday, February 28th, the day of the
Funeral at Norwich, a Memorial Service was held
in chapel at noon for the late Archdeacon Westcott,
and Mr. King, as senior Master in Orders, was com
missioned by the Headmaster to give the Memorial
Address. He said :-

The Headmaster has asked me to take his place
to-day to say a few words to the School about Canon
Westcott (I call him by the old title by which he
was known to the very few here who still remain
from his time), and 1 think it a great privilege to be
asked to tell the School what he was to us and what
he did for Sherborne.

Canon Westcott came when this place was in low
water. Those old unhappy far-off things are hardly
known to you even by tradition. It is more than
26 years now since they happened, and the remem
brance of his coming in 1892 is to us the remem
brance of the ship after stormy waters coming into
a safe harbour. Th~ 16 years of his headmastership
was a happy time, with few untoward events to
interrupt it. By his benignant nature and real
goodness he healed the old wounds and restored to
the School a large measure of its old prosperity.
He came to us from an eight years' mastership at
Rugby, and it was prophesied that he would soon
forget Rugby and account himself a Shirburnian.
This turned out a true prophecy. He found him
self entirely possessed by the charm of this School,
and we at least shall not blame him for that. Yes,
but when he left this place after 16 years he did not
cease to be a Shirburnian. No new sphere of duty,

I .
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not even N onvich, could displace Sherborne in his
affections. Having loved- her once he loved her
even unto the end, we may say without irreverence.
And the very centre of Sherborne was to him this
chapel. He gave most generously to its adorn
ment: I suppose that the rebuilding of the organ
alone must have cost him £500. No doubt we
have had generous headmasters here beside Canon
Westcott. Dr.Harper and Canon Young also gave
largely to the fabric of the School, and Canon
\Vestcott' only followed their steps. To his time
belong new fives courts, the shooting range, the
transformation of the schoolroom, above all the
purchase of the playing fields, besides all that was
done for this chapel. I think he was one of the most
unworldly men I ever met. He gave his money to
the School in unstinted fashion, though he was any
thing but wealthy, and certainly made no fortune
out of his office. These headmasters laboured to
make this spot beautiful, and you have entered into
their labours, without knowing how Sherborne came
to be what it is. And he was kindness itself. Time
would fail me to tell the one tenth part of his not
able acts of kindness. I suppose he could be angry;
any man of real character is capable of that. But
we saw nothing of it. He praised the masters and
boys under him generously and was never captious
and petty and disagreeable to them, and he delighted 
in the growth of the School under his successor as
a greathearted man should. I think his face was
evidence of his nature. When he came as a young
man I do not think he was prepossessing, but as he
grew older kindness and goodness seemed to shine
more and more out from his countenance. Yo~ can
judge for yourselves, but I should dare to call his a
beautiful face in his latter days.
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But I have left till now what we should agree
most of all distinguished him from other men. One
associates the name of Westcott with our most holy
Christian religion, and he was the worthy son of a
famous father. His religious life was no official
habit just put on on Sundays, because it was his
duty to put it on. He loved preaching to boys more
than to any other congregation, and his sermons
were at their best quite inspired utterances. They
usually began, as befitted a good scholar, Fellow of
his college and Senior Classic, with minute dissect
ing of the text, to find out exactly what St. Paul
said and meant, and this did not always interest us
so much; but he then went on to preach a sermon,
such as hardly any preacher to boys has, I think,
excelled. And behind the sermon was always the
man, who, one felt, had such a wonderful insight
into religion and practised exactly what he preached.
Religion was to him the one thing needful. I think
he was not much interested in science, and certainly
not (as he once confessed to my sorrow) in literature.
These things I daresay appeared to him but the
scratchings of the surface when compared with the
tremendous issues of the growth of character and
the love of our Lord.

We do not think of a man's foibles or weaknesses
at such a time as this. Canon \Vestcott had them,
of course, some discovered by masters, some by
boys, but all who knew him well will say with me
that they were such as simply made him a more
lovable human being to remember. They were not
ignoble. I might mention one instance. The XV
had on a certain Saturday won a notable victory
over Tonbridge School, and on the Sunday evening
he publicly thanked them in the course of his ser
mon for the way they had played the game. This
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made us smile and perhaps feel rather uncomfortable.
But there was the simplicity of the man! It
seems to me looking back just an adorable trait of
character. I imagine this delight in football was
partly pure boyish enthusiasm, partly his feeling
that football was so important in forming the manly
character. He may have said something of this in
his last sermon to you the other day, which most
unfortunately I did not hear.

Love of the Lord Jesus, love of Sherborne-these
two went hand in hand to the end of his life. And
now it is over. His soul is at home with God, and
as Christians we ought to be glad, but as men we
cannot feel glad. His soul is at home with God:
his body is resting peaceably at his home in Norwich.
His journeys are done, and he will come here no
more!

No motion has he now, no force,
He neither hears nor sees,

Rolled round in earth's diurnal course
\Vith rocks and stones and trees!

1908.

AVE ATQUE VALE.
F.B.W.

Not alone with note of sorrow
Let us speed him on his way,

Though the hand be missed to-morrow
That we clasp so close to-day!

Let us look beyond earth's losses
To the Changeless and the True

Into crystal turn our crosses,
Till the light come shining through!
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Of the seeds we mortals cherish,
Of the fruits wherein we trust,

There be those that ne'er can perish,
There be those that fall to dust:

Happy they that in their sowing,
As the great ones only can,

Have for guerdon the up-growing
Of the God within the man!

Let us learn of this our Master,
While the lesser lore we claim,

Faith that cannot fear disaster,
N or is fixed on passing fame!

Whatsoever things are honest,
Whatsoever just and pure,

Happy thou if these thou connest,
For these only shall endure!

In the School by Ealdhelm founded,
Like our Master undismayed

Let us sound the note he sounded,
Let us play the part he played!

We may seek and failto find him
.Where of old he led the way,

But the heart he leaves behind him
Is our heritage for aye.

241

JAMES RHOADES.

IN MEMORIAM.

F.B.W.

When erst our bark amid the breakers lay
Tossing, and help seemed far, and friends were few,
He came, and into calmer waters drew,
And steered her straight, and ruled with gentle sway.
And, now that with no farewell word to say,
His voyage is o'er, the lads that were his crew,
Long scattered, yearn to him, the tried and true,
For what he taught them was not for a day.
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Here once in pageant-guise on Ealdhelm's throne
Brooding, he seemed, as I can see him yet,
Himself the Saint, engirdled with that zone
Of youth, whereof some, rapt before their hour,
Are now, by death's all-reuniting power,
Once more, methinks, around their Master met.

JAMES RHOADES.

Frederick Brooke Westcott was born Dec. 16th, 1857, at
Harrow, where his father, Brooke Foss Westcott, afterwards the
famous Bishop of Durham, was at that time an assistant master.
He was the eldest of a family of seven sons and two daughters.
He was educated at Cheltenham College and Trinity, Cam
bridge, where he won the Bell Scholarship and was Senior
Classic in 1881, becoming a Fellow of Trinity in the following
year. In 1884 he was ordained and became an assistant master
at Rugby. He was appointed Headmaster of Sherborne in
1892 and resigned his post at Christmas, 1908, but returned for
the summer term of 1909 in consequence of the fatal illness of
his successor, Mr. Charles Wood. In 1900 he was appointed
to a prebendal stall in Salisbury Cathedral; in 1909 he became
a Canon residentiary of Norwich and in 1910 Archdeacon of
Norwich and a Chaplain in Ordinary to the King. He was
Select Preacher at Oxford in 1904-5, the author of ' St. Paul
and Justification' (1913) and 'A Letter to Asia' (1914), and
joint-author with Dean Beeching of an anonymous' Experiment
in Conservative Revision,' being a revision of the Authorised
Version of the Epistle to the Hebrews. Dr. Westcott died
after a few hours' illness on Sunday, February 24th, 1918, and
was buried at the Rosary Cemetery after a service in Norwich
Cathedral, his body being conveyed on a gun carriage escorted
by a party of N.c.O's.

Archdeacon Westcott's work and life as Headmaster of
Sherborne are described elsewhere by those best qualified for
the pious duty: but although I never met him until after I had
been appointed to the office he had so lately vacated, I may
perhaps be allowed to pay the tribute of a few lines in the
School paper to one with whom I had peculiarly close intimacy
during the last eight years, an intimacy springing out of our
common interest in and common relation towards the School.
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It is a frequent observation that a man who has retired from an
important post usually does wisely and kindly not to settle down
too closely to the scene of his labours nor observe too narrowly
the proceedings of his successoJ;": and successors are often sup
posed to be sensitive on the point. I do not dispute the truth
of these views; but I cannot say that they applied to my
relations with Archdeacon Westcott. It is true that he did not
live at Sherborne: but he visited us very frequently, at least
three times a year, and maintained constant and intimate inter
course with his former colleagues as well as with myself: and
from my first acquaintance with him our friendship was so
affectionate and free from the slightest self-consciousness on
either side that I cannot imagine that anything but increased
pleasure and encouragement would have resulted from his living
within a stone's throw of the School House. Just as I fell in
love with Sherborne at first sight, so I may say I fell in love
with Canon Westcott (as he then was). His transparent sim
plicity and complete absence of egotism, his winning look and
boyish laugh and joie de vivre, the undisguised expression of
his views and feelings, his unfeigned enthusiasm for the School
and his generous appreciation of everything that indicated its
growth and prosperity, put all shyness or reserve on the part of
his successor quite out of the question, and were an unfailing
source of comfort and inspiration. From many a talk with him
and from all that I heard from others, I am convinced that he
exercised, to a degree that very few men could have done, a
healing influence upon the place, wounded and torn as it had
been by the unhappy dissensions that had brought the School
so low at the close of his predecessor's tenure of office. This
and the exceptional religious influence that he exercised in
virtue of his pure and sympathetic piety were the outstanding
gifts that he gave to Sherborne; and they were precious beyond
all comparison. He was fond of saying that he was not a great
Headmaster; and he had not in any conspicuous degree the
qualities which impress the outside world with a sense of
administrative power or commanding leadership. But however
successful Sherborne School may be, as I trust it may be in
many fields, it will owe to Canon vVestcott something far better
than success itself, the single-heartedness and kindly modesty
of tone and bearing which alone make success sweet and
wholesome to its possessors and a subject for rejoicing to their
friends and to onlookers.
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When Canon Vvestcott, as he then was, left Sherborne, a
School House boy wrote to him, 'For us no dark-cowl'd
Benedictine, but the memory 6f a great friend will haunt the
pillar'd shade.' He was thinking doubtless of the Chief in
gown or cassock passing through the Cloisters to the Old Sixth
Form Room, as he did twice a day.

·'vVell, I suppose most of us felt that, though boy-like we
could not easily shew it. \Ve of the House came to regard the
man in a way that perhaps only a few Outhouse boys could do,
for we most of all were enabled to learn the breadth of his
wisdom and greatness of heart.

\Vhether in his study or in ours, where he often came, or on
a House training walk before the Three Cock, when he would
sometimes set the pace, or when talking to us collectively in
the Dining Hall before Prayers, and even when he punished
us, which he did vigorously enough at times, though it was
hateful to him, in one way or another he made all of us, except
the inevitable few, feel that we were the people he understood
and loved to work for: and as we passed from the turbulent
stages of youth and grew up to be seniors, though often enough
we found our pigmy experience of life opposed to his mature
wisdom, our affection grew and we came to give him of our
best.

In the hearts and minds of most of us. he will live: and for
those few who knew him best I believe that' there is a corner
of a "foreign" field that is for ever Sherborne,' where with the
real sorrow of a Catullus we may speak our' Ave atque Vale.'

S.-H.

LINES TO EFFICIENCY.

. Tu quacumque, miser miles, regione moraris
Effice res uestras efficiente modo.

Efficiente modo si non perfungeris omni,
Servos eris: nobis soluitur imperium.

Namque suos iussit Germanorum Induperator:
, " Efficias " ne tu deficiaris iners'

Hinc bellum, prauae leges, hominumque labores,
Inque dies crescens pauperis exitium.
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Mercator, miles, doctor res urget et instat;
Soluitur et uirtus soluitur et grauitas.

Vir bonus est. 'Quid prosit?' ais; fateor, 'minus iIIo ':
, Promas;' mosque, fides, sacra mirentur idem.

Res antiqua ruit, magno risuque deorum,
Confundunt homines tempora membra bona.

Efficias, miles, res uestras, utque redisti
Victor, turn belli seruitiique memor,

Hic labor hoc opus est, angusto limite cogas
Improbius quos spes ambitiosa capit.

More patrum facias: non' effecere' priores;
Si tunc efJicies, te quoque deficias.

:MART: IUN:

A.D. Kal. Dec. MCMXVII.
Ex exercitu in Mesopotamia.

EARLY IN THE GARDEN.

a! Come with a heart that is happy and leaping,
Awake with the joy of the sun after sleeping;
Thy harvest of pleasure is waiting thy reaping
a! garner it now, while the flowers are heaping
The air with their perfumes, the earth with their dew.
The musk, and the daisy, the hare-bell stiII sleeping?
See, under her leaves the faint violet's keeping
Her tired blue eyes! but the pansies are peeping,
Early awake. Look! the daffodil's weeping,
And washing her goblet of gold in the dew.
a! many have breathed in the garden at even;
And many have walked down its paths at the noon,
And many have leisurely strolled when the moon
Was over the garden; but few know at seven
At seven i' the morning, when sparkles the dew,
Then few know the garden-O! happy the few!

c.
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THE LETTERS OF LUCIFER.

[MARCH,

[\Vith all necessary apologies, but meant in all sincerity and without
any bitterness, hate or rancour.]

La ire est breve,
Un peu d'espoir,
Un peu de reve,
Et puis, bonsoir.

1.
My dear Algernon,

I have read your last letter of three months ago, but have
forgotten its contents, and now it is lost. I seem to remember
some expressions of complaint about the commonplace nature of
my letters to you. You may be justified, but I had not
realised that you wanted anything but a chronicle of news.
That I should enter speculative thinking, and express some
thing of the process of my thoughts on paper, seemed incon
gruous, especially for a school-boy. Not even now have I any
desire to be a Walpole or a Montagu. The last thing I would
desire is publicity. Most decidedly I am incapable of writing
for the Shirbumiall, as you suggest. What is there to write
about? I say I do not want to be a Walpole, but no more do
you want to play Sir William Temple to my Dorothy
Osborne. You cannot expect anything romantic from a school.
Think, Algernon, of the romance of the commonplace! Be
satisfied! you want sorr.ething to divert you from the grimy
thoughts of war. If I exaggerate or pervert the truth, you will
pardon me and no one will be any the worse.

Everything goes along amiably. We exert ourselves some
times, or work off our high spirits by rushing across the courts.
We take unbecoming Turkish baths on certain warm days, and
fantastically wave about our arms and bodies. C'est
magnijique et c'est la guerre! Moreover, we have had a great
delight, we have had our meat-cards to fill in. I tried to invent
a new signature, but alas! it failed, and looked so like a bad
forgery that I had to erase it, very cunningly of course.

But these are only minor things. We grow weary somewhat,
underneath the surface. G-- has a decided air of being
'boy-rid, sick of perpetual boy.' But P -- is always the envy
of many and the subject of errant rumours. That little
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cloistered second-hand book shop you remember (in your days
it was rather like an old clothes shop, if many had been
forgetful of their coats, but had also the air of a parish room set
out for a jumble sale) that room of many memories and murky
light has blossomed into a veritable upas-tree of wealth: Some
days ago I decided I was letting the grass grow under my feet
too much in this matter. I called together a board of share
holders to be, Weelam and Bristleton among them. A
resolution was passed that P-- should be approached on the
subject of the formation of the Round Bookselling and
Lending Library Co., Ltd. (particularly limited, for we did not
think it ''liell for the many to join in the making of filthy lucre).
I was to beard the lion in his den. I found him soliloquising
sweetly, a large cash box at his side, in front a voluminous
account book. He snorted at my proposition, said that the
profits were insignificant, and would I kindly refrain from
making myself objectionable at his expense. I muttered
something about his wonderful organization and business
qualities, and then ventured on the proposal of amalgamating
his concern with the O.T.e. (with all its capital). I suggested
that it might be called the Itound Officer Training and Book
selling Co., (1918) Ltd. This incensed him still more. He
snarled that the door was behind me, would I shut it as I went
out. I strolled out unruffled, but inwardly worried. Noxon
seemed to have been waiting for me, and buttonholed me as I
passed down the cloister. \Vould I write a letter for him to
the Shirbumian proposing that the deep end of the bath
should be used as an extra Fives court for beginners in the
winter terms? Wrapt in my thoughts I passed on.

Au revoir, Algernon,
Yours devotedly,

LUCIFER.

LECTURES.

On Saturday, February 9th, Mr. \Vildman kindly favoured
the Society with one of his fascinating lectures to which we
always look forward with so much pleasure. He commenced
by :telling'usaboutthe English Chronicle which was begun in
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the reign of Alfred the Great, and which is considered the
greatest historical account of that period. About the same
time the Life of King Alfred was written by Assir, Bishop of
Sherborne, who is buried in the Abbey. He went on to say
that the Chronicle states that in 497 A.D. the Invasion of
'Vessex was attempted by the English and was renewed again
in 509 A.D. He explained to us that this fact is not proved by
Archaeological evidence, which is all against it, for the evidence
shows that the English had worked westward from the mouth
of the Thames by the number of cemeteries which had been
found in very large numbers up the Thames, Thame, Kennet,
and Oak Valleys. He pointed out that the evidenctJ specially
shows that the "Vest Saxons were in the Thames Valley as far
up as Fairford at least 50 years before t1H~ Chronicle says that
they got there. He then explained the difference between their
skulls and the Romano-British ones, and closed his interesting
and instructive lecture by extending a kind invitation to the
Society to hear another one on safety-pins at some future date.

On Saturday, March 2nd, Mr. Wildman favoured the Society
with another of his instructive lectures. His subject was
Safety-pins, and it proved very interesting indeed. He ex
plained to us how Archaeologists have been able to discover
many important facts from the pins and brooches found in
tombs, and how the habits and customs of races have been
mainly discovered from their jewellery. He said that the
secret of the safety-pin had been lost for a long while, and he
remarked that' he wondered how the babies had got on at that
period, the greatest enemy of a baby being a non-safety'pin.'

Altogether a very interesting and instructive lecture, which
it was a great pleasure for us to listen to.

On Friday, March 8th, we were most fortunate in having
the privilege of listening to Bishop Bury, Anglican Bishop of
Northern and Central Europe. Bishop Bury has the unique
distinction of being the only Englishman who of his own free
will has crossed the frontier of Germany since the declaration
of war.

He first described his former relations with Germany and
especially his friendship with the Burgomaster of Munich; it
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was through this latter that he obtained permISSIOn from the
German Government to visit the camps where the British
prisoners, civil and military, were confined. On his journey
from Switzerland to Berlin hewas most courteously treated by
the German officials, which came as rather a surprise to us.
Ruhleben is about three miles from the capital and was before
the war a fashionable race course. Here, after a hard struggle,
the prisoners were granted the entire internal control of the
camp and the British Government has provided every material
for bodily comfort and mental improvement, so that three well
equipped laboratories have been set up and even Hebrew can
be learnt. From Ruhleben he visited several military camps.
The lecture was the most enjoyable one we have listened to for
a long time with its vividly coloured touches of human sympathy
and kindly humour.

On Friday, March 22nd, Major John Goodden gave us a
lecture on Serbia. The whole course of the settlement of the
Slavs in the Balkans and Southern Austria, beginning with the
migration from S. Russia, was carefully traced. The invasion
from Turkey and the aggression of Austria had for the time
being th\varted the idea of forming one big Slav State in South
Europe. From the time of the four great Turkish victories
culminating in Kossovo, 1389, to the first Balkan war, Serbia
had suffered from Turkish brutality and often also from the
misrule of her own Kings. The struggle of the rival Royal
Houses of Brenevitch and Karageorgevitch (to which the
present King belongs) were described. The lecturer touched
on the Balkan wars and rapidly sketched the part taken by the
Serbians in the present war up to the recapture of Monastir..
Altogether a very instructive lecture.

ARCHEAOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

On February 2nd the Rev. H. H. Palmer gave an interesting
lecture on "Warships.' He dwelt for a short time on modern
naval history, with photographs of old types, and then gave us



The Shirburnian [MARCH,

an interesting picture of life with the Mediterranean fleet, illus
trating it with many slides.

On the 16th Mr. Goodrich finished the lecture on ' Pompeii '
he' began ,last term. He dealt with the private houses; last
term his subject was the public buildings of the town; on both
he was very interesting, and we hope he may give us many
more lectures.

THE SOPHISTS

On Saturday, l\farch 2nd, and Thursday, March 7th, the
'Doctor's Dilemma' was read by the following cast:-

Sir Colenso Ridgeon K. B. Tindall, Esq.
Sir Ralph Bloomfield Bonington P. B. Freeman, Esq.
Sir Patrick Cullen V. C. C. Baddeley
Louis Dubedat R. C. Howard
Cutler \Valpole G. G. Morris, Esq.
Dr. Blenkinsop T. G. Benson
Dr. Schutzmacher ... A. ]. L. Hughes
Redpenny D. ]. A. Fletcher
A Newspaper Man (Act iv) D. O. H. Holland
Mr. Danby (Act v) D.]. A. F1etcher
Minnie Tinwell K. M. Davie
Emmy K. M. Davie
]ennifer Dubedat R. L. A. Harris
The cast was a particularly strong one, each member of it

giving ample proof of his abilities, and as such it might have
proved a great success. As it was, however, a large number of
the audience found the theme of the play rather too. deep for
them, with the result that the greater part of Bemard Shaw's
ironical humour was lost upon them. Possibly the recently·
introduced element of the Lower Fourth has 'leavened the
whole lump! '

On Thursday, March 21st, Galsworthy's 'Silver Box' was
read by the Society with but scanty success, chiefly due to the
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culpable failure of the Secretary to provide adequate stage
properties. The cast was as follows :-

John Barthwick, M.P. G. G. Morris, Esq.
Jack Barthwick (his son) D. J. A. Fletcher
Jones (a stranger within the gates) U. de Burgh
A Police Magistrate R. F. W. Leonard
Clerk D. O. Holland
Usher J. M. Pim
Marlow (a butler) G. H. Oldham
Roper (a solicitor) R. F. H. Allenby
Seddon D. O. Holland
Snow (a detective) A. G. Archer
Wheeler (a manservant) J. M. Pim
Unknown Lady H. M. Stubbs
Mrs. Barthwick H. M. Stubbs
Mrs. Jones R. J. L. Kingsford
The above cast is chiefly remarkable for the large number of

maiden performances, viz: R. J. L. Kingsford, A. G. Archer,
R. F. H. Allenby, F. G. Oldham, U. de Burgh. The perfor
mance of the first-named was particularly good, giving an
admirable example of the' milky mild' Mrs. Jones. A most
unfortunate contre-temp occurred in the refusal of B. O'Neill
to take the part the Unknown Lady, a refusal which was
announced to the Secretary after the time for which the
performance had been announced!

O.S. NEWS.

WAR NEWS.

Mentioned in Sir Douglas Haig's Dispatches of December
I1th,1917.

STAFF.

Col. (temp. Major-Gen.) C. R. Buckle, e.M.G, D.S.a.
Bt. Lt.-Col. (temp. Lt.-Col.) A. B. Carey, e.M.G., D.s.a., R.S.
Major (temp. Lt.-Col.) S. R. A. Hankey, D.S.a., Irish H.
Lt.-Gen. Sir C. W.]acob, R.e.B., Indian Army·;
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Major (temp. Lt.-Col.) A. H. C. James, 1LV.a., D.S.a., S.StaffR.
Major A. C. Temperley, D.S.O., Norfolk R.
Major H. F. Whinney, D.S.O., R. Fns.
Major (temp. Lt.-CoL) G. C. vVilliams, D.S.O., R.E.

HUSSARS.

Major (temp. Lt.-CoL) R. V. K. Applin, D.S.O.
Capt. M. F. RadcJyffe.

R.F.A.
l\Iajor R. Hovil, D.S.O.
Lt.-Col. C. F. P. Parry, D.S.O.
Acting Major A. H. Square.

R.G.A.

Major (acting Lt.-Col) ]. M. vVak.efield, D.S.O.

R.E.
Lieut. B. R. Egertol1

DORSETSHIRE ImGT.

Major (temp. Lt.-CoL) V. B. Thurston

SHROPSHIRE L.I.

Major (temp. Lt..CoL) H. M. Smith, D.S.O.

KING'S R.R.C.

Temp. Lt.-Col. E. M. Ley, D.S.O.

MACHINE GUN CORPS.

Temp. Major G. R. H,enniker-Gotley.

LABOU R CORPS.

Capt. W. A. DUl1combe-Andersol1.

A.S.C.

Major (temp. Lt.-CoL) A. G. Galloway.

A.V.C.

Capt. (temp. Major) V. C. Leckie.

A.P.D.

'Temp. Lt. S. F. Hawkey-Edwards.
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1killel.' tn Bctton.

• LIEUT. KEITH KNOX MUSPRATT, M.C., Dorset
Regiment, attached R.F.C., who was killed on
March· 16th in Suffolk while flying, was the youngest
son of Dr. C. D. Muspratt, of Bournemouth, and was
aged 20. He was educated first at Wychwood,
Bournemouth, and went in 1911 to Sherborne
School, where he remained till the end of the sum
mer term, 1916. He was a school prefect, played
football for the School House, and was an active
member of the a.T.c., in which he was given a
commission as cadet officer. Training at Rendon,
chiefly in his holidays, he took his flying certificate
before he left school, and he received his commission
and joined the R.F.C. within a week of leaving
Sherborne. Re obtained his' wings' the following
November, and was employed as an instructor before
he was 19, being afterwards appointed to a testing
squadron. Re went to France last May, and in
September was awarded the Military Cross. In the
account of the award in the Gazette, which appeared
in The Times of March 12th, it was stated :-' Re
set a magnificent example by his skill, gallantry,
and initiative.'

The above extract from The Times is a brief, but
eloquent, summary of the career of one of the latest
and youngest of her sons whom Sherborne proudly
mourns. She mourns them all with equal pride and
love; as our Sherborne poet (as we may surely call
lames Rhoades) has written:-

, And he that was greatest among them is even as
he that was least;

They were men in the might of their manhood,
or boys in the beauty of youth,

But they held all as dust in the balance to battling
for freedom and truth.'
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But Keith Muspratt was so recently a boy among
us, so familiar and dear to many of us who are still
here at School, that one special word of loving re
membrance may fitly be added to the brief chronicle
on behalf of boys and masters. Tam cari capitis f.
no boy of sunnier aspect, more debonair, Was ever
at Sherborne School. He passed through school
life blameless, heloved by young and old. He was
so happy and insouciant that graver heads might
be pardoned if at times they feared he took life too
easily for"future credit or solid work: yet there was
a quiet confidence and a fearlessness about him
which always assured one at least who knew him
well that he would rise to his opportunities. The
persistency and success of his experiments, as a
mere boy, in studying aviation was in itself good
warrant for such a faith; and the brilliancy of his
all too short career as an airman in France was
proof enough. The youngest of three brothers here,
all of a courage to match their distinguished military
lineage, he leaves his two elder brothers in the thick
of the fighting in France and Mesopotamia. His days
have been few, but very far from evil. May theirs
continue as fair and far longer for the comfort of
their family and friends!

2ND LIEUT. J. D. WYATT-SMITH, R.F.C., was
the second son of Rupert \Vyatt-Smith, O.S., and
belonged to a family long known and honoured in
this School. Educated first at Packwood Haugh
Preparatory School, he entered the Abbey House
in January, 1913, which he left in July, 1917,at the
age of 1St to join the R.F.C. On joining the School
he at once gave evidence of exceptional athletic
ability, gaining both his XV and XI colours in
1915, and becoming one of the best all-round
cricketers Sherborne has produced. Although made
a School prefect he did not rise high in the School.
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Yet, though not excelling in booklearning, he
possessed good judgment and sound commonsense,
and was a born leader. Indeed he became proverbial
in his 'House'-and also in the School-for efficiency
in command and leadership, not only as a class-leader
of physical training and in all games (he was very
largely instrumental in reviving a waning interest in
cricket during his year of captaincy), but also in the
O.T.C., in which he became a Cadet Officer. Many
of his friends regretted his choice of the R.F.C., in
which branch of the service he might not get full
scope for his conspicuous gift of getting the best
out of everyone, whatever his character and.disposi
tion, under his command.

His progress in flying was very rapid, and after a
six months' probation he was sent out in the middle
of this month to Italy, whence in a letter to one in
the School he described with boyish light-hearted
ness his feelings for the first time under fire. Three
days later-on Sunday, March 17th-he was killed
in an accident to his machine as he left the aero
drome. ]ackvVyatt-Smith has bequeathed to us the
memory of a true son of Sherborne. Keen in what
ever he set his hand to, brave, modest, affectionate,
intensely loyal to his School and his friends, 'hating
the evil.' Full of sorrow we, who watched his
growth and development here,are also full of gratitude
and pride for the life of one-cut off indeed before
his day in the midst of rich promise of usefulness
and service to others,-' sed miles, sed pro patria.'

FREDERICK ]. NEWMAN YOUNG, Temporary
Captain, A.S.C., was at Sherborne in \Vilson's
from 1894 to 1897. After leaving School he took
up Land Agency work at Reading and soon after
the out-break of war was gazetted to a Commission
in the Army Service Corps. He died of disease in
Mesopotamia on 1st March, 1918.
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The following letter is taken from The Field :-

NOTE ABOUT CAPTAIN F. \lv. SIMMONS.

[MARCH,

Sir,
In your issue of December 8th last there is an obituary

notice of Captain F. VV. Sirp.mons, Hampshire Regiment,
giving some account of his activities in the agricultural world.
Should you be able to spare the space, I would like to supple
ment your notice with a few words concerning his military
side. As his brother officer for the last three years in India
and Egypt, I was in a position, peculiarly well suited, to form
some estimate of his work and character. It is difficult to
conceive a more useful regimental officer. A natural power of
command was, united to ability and quick decision. He was
beloved by his men, and I shall not forget the form in which this
was expressed on one occasion. \Ve were in bivouac, prepara
tory to a long and arduous march through desert country up to
the front. In the cold dawn Simmons returned from down
country, just as the hurry of preparation for the start began.
He came striding over the hill, and as he drew near, his
company recognised their leader, returning at the nick of time,
and spontaneously burst into rounds of cheers. An unrehearsed
effect, but I for one felt how much it meant. It takes a lot to
make Englishmen so demonstrative. A few months later he
fell, at the head of his men, within sight of Jerusalem.

This is the happy warrior, this he
Whom every man at arms should wish to be.

BROTHER OFFICER.

MILITARY DISTINCTIONS.

D.S.O.

Capt. G. M. Dammers, M.C.
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MENTIONED IN DISPATCHES.

257

Lt.-Col. A. J. B. Church
Col. H. R. B. Donne, C.B.
Major H. G. Gregorie, D.SO.
Temp. Capt. K. T. Lilllbery
Lt.-Col. W. K. N otley
Lt.-Colonel A. le G. Jacob,

C.I.E., D.S.O.
13t.Lt.-Col. C.L.B.Greenstreet

13t. Lt.-Col. H.R. G. Deacon,
D.S.O.

Temp. Capt. F. S. N. Young
Lt.-Col. J. H. R. Bond, D.S>.o.
Capt. R E. Barker
Lt.-Col. F. \V. Gee, ILB.
Lt. S. I-I. Bratby

MENTIONED FOR WAR SERVICE.

Major H. Dunkin
Col. E. A. Iremonger
Major H. Laurie
Col. F. 11. Loveband
Temp. Lt. D. Lucas
13rig.-Gcn. Sir E. Raban,K.c.B.

Brig.-Gen. H .S. Sloman, D.S.O.
Major F. \V. Sapper
Major B. G. E. Sunderland
Capt. H. G. \Vaterall
Major F. C. C. Ensor
Capt. (local l\fajor) C. G. H.

Moore

Belgian.

GRAND OFFICER ORDRE DE LA COURONNE.

Lt.-Gen. Sir C. W. Jacob, K.C.B.

CROIX DE G UERRE.

Lt.-Gen. Sir C. W. Jacob, K.C.B.

Italian.

CAVALIER THE MILITARY ORDER OF SAVOY.

Bt. Col. A. H. Moberley, D.S.O., R.G.A.

<;:AVALIER ORDER OF ST. MAURICE AND ST. LAZARUS.

Bt. Col. A. H. Moberley, D.S.O., RG.A.
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WAR MEMORIAL.

[MARCH,

SECOND LIST OF DONATIONS AND PROMISES.

Baring-Gould, C. S.
*Carey, G. M.

Douglas, Rev. M. S.
Hardy, Capt. H. de L.
Harston, Brig.-General C. G.
Hay, K. R.
Hempson, Capt. G. O.
Hempson, 2nd Lieut. O. A....
Hulbert, Major T. E.
Prevost, Lieut.-Col. G. H.
Reeves, 2nd Lieut. L.
Stone, 2nd Lieut. G. F. J. P.

':'Upcott, L. E.

'Money promised.

£ s. d.
500

50 0 0
20 0 0
10 0 0

1 1 0
26 5 0

1 1 0
1 1 0
5 0 0
5 5 0
500
2 0 0
500

£136 13 0

CHARACTERS OF THE XV.
(1917-18).

M. J. RENTON (1915-18). A very good captain, on and off
the field. Has led his forwards with skill and judgment.
Heavy and untiring; if he learns to control the ball better in
loose rushes, he will be a forward among the best.

D. C. R. EVANS (1916-18). Heavy and strong with a good
knowledge of the game, might make a good forward if he would
use his weight in the grovel and give up winging.

A. M. S. BAKER (1916-18). A good though light forward,
prominent in the open, but requires to improve at the line-out.

R. H. THORNTON (1916-18). Showed promise as a centre
three-quarter, lacks pace; strong and safe in defence.

M. D. DIXON (1916-18). Has not fulfilled his last year's
promise as a scrum half, largely owing to his being too
mechanical; feeds his fly-half and stops rushes well,
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R. F. W. LEONARD (1917-18). Quite one of the best backs
the School has had. Has safe hands, punts and drops with
either foot; a very fair tackler.

O. A. D. FRASER (1917·18). A really useful forward who
works hard in the grovel, and shews plenty of dash in the open.

R. F. LANE (1917-18). A strong runner with a fair amount
of dash. Requires more experience in timing his pass.

A. P. WAYTE (1917-18). A very dashing outside, lacks
weight, but is fast and strong. He wiII make a good scrum
half if he can make his hands safer.

C. T.]. ADAMSON (1917-18). A keen and hard-working but
slow forward; should make a really good player another season.

E. A. LANGDON (1917-18). Has improved considerably this
year, and is on the way to becoming a strong and dashing
centre three-quarter. He must learn the fine arts of outside
play.

F. W. PATERSON (1917-18). A keen but light forward;
shewed promise in: the open, but excelled chiefly in his hooking.

R. L. L. INGPEN (1917-18). A light but dashing forward,
always plays hard and dribbles very neatly.

]. S. MULOCK (1917-18). A strong and heavy forward;
always did his full share of the heavy work of the grovel, but
should learn neatness in the open.

A. R. LUXTON (2nd XV Colours). A fair wing three
quarter. Has never got rid of the fatal habit of slowing up on
reaching the full-back. A very fair kick and moderate tackle.

FOOTBALL.

FINAL THIRDS.
Played on No. 6 on Saturday, March 9th, and resulted in a

win for Schoolhouse by 3 points to nil. In the first half,
although against the sun, the House pressed hard, but Brak
spear ma. saved several times with good kicks; Bamford also
was conspicuous. Kestell-Cornish played very well at back
for the House. Towards the end of the half, Pitts-Tucker got
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possession and, after a good feint, scored; Devitt just failed to
convert (3-0). On resuming, the House, by means of superior
forward play, passed the School in their twenty-five, and Pitts
Tucker almost scored, but the School tackled well. Although
trying hard, the House failed ,to add to their lead. For the
winners, Stallard, Pitts-Tucker and Devitt were the best out
sides, while Lewis, Bennett and Collingwood played excellently
in a grovel, in which everyone worked hard. For the losers,
Gaye, Bamford and Brakspear ma. were good outside, and
Brakspear mi. and Halliday worked hard in the pack. The
School were undoubtedly up against a much superior pack;
which had a great advantaRe in weight. Outside, however, the
advantage was reversed, but mainly owing to Stallard the
School line never got going. Teams:-

Schoolhouse-Kestell-Cornish; Devitt, Wallinger, Bond;
Stallard mi., Pitts-Tucker mi.; Lewis mi., Bennett, Colling
wood, Spencer, Macpherson, Maxwell.

Ross' & Carey's-Hooper; Griffin, Bamford, Boulton;
Brakspear ma., Gaye; Brakspear mi., Bastin, Powys, Young,
Read, Halliday.

SENIOR HOUSE MATCHES.

FIRST ROUND.

CAREY'S v. ROSS'.

Played on the Lower on Saturday, March 16th, and resulted
in a win for Carey's by 22-0. The winning side were far
better on paper and ought really to have defeated Ross' very
easily. For Ross', Colley, King and Hamilton played best in
a side which played well all through. Teams:-

Carey's-vVyatt; ]. L. Kimber, Pitts-Tucker, R. B. \iVyatt
Smith, Drake; M. D. Dixon, H. B, Moorhead; M.]. Renton,
C. T. ]. Adamson, H. T. L. Kitchin, Davie, O'Neill, Bastin,
Lean, Fraser.

Ross'-I. H. A. King; H. B. Stallard, Griffin, Young,
Alexander; Brakspear ma., Bamford; A. S. Colley, T. W.
Hamilton, Howard, Halliday, Read, Favell, Boulton, Dearden.
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TINDALL'S v. DUNKIN'S.

261

Played on No. 5 on Saturday, March 16th, and resulted in a
win for Dunkin's by 14 points to nil. For the winners, Wayte
(3) and Lewis scored, and Ingpen and Dicker played well.
For Tindall's, Langdon did more than his fair share of the
work. Teams:-

Dltllkin's-Greathead; J. W. Lewis, Haines, Berkeley,
Rybot; ]. Howard-Smith, A. P. Wayte ; R. L. Ingpen, L. A.
Northcroft, S. N. Bax, C. C. B. Dicker, Whitford, Adams ma.
Street ma., Bax mi.

Tilldall's-Maw; K. R. Gray, V. C. Baddeley, Hawse ma.,
H. ]. Calmer; E. A. Langdon, L. H. Clark; R. A. Grant,
L. P. S. Ellis, Stubbs, Oldham, Alexander, Dawnay, Bond ma.,
de Pinto.

SECOND ROUND.

CAREY'S v. KING'S.

Played on Thursday, March 21st, on the Lower, and resulted
in a win for Carey's by 18 points to nil. For Carey's, Renton
(2), Kimber and Moorhead scored. King's played extremely
well in an uphill game, Kennedy especially distinguished him
self. Teams:-

Carey'~ as before, except Woolmer for Fraser..
Killg's-Stevens; A. R. Luxton, Bateman, T. G. Benson,

Luxton, mi.; H. R. Rix, Davies; R. L. A. Harris, ]. M.
Taylorma., Tweedy, Kennedy, Baker, Coleman, Pickhard, Tew.

TINDALL'S 'C'. ROSS'.

Played on the Lower on March 19th, and resulted in a win
for Tindall's by 8-0. Langdon broke away twice, but other
wise Ross' pressed the whole time. King and Colley played
wel! as also did Langdon, who surpassed himself.

Teams as before.
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THIRD ROUND.

CAREY'S v. DUNKIN'S.

Played on the Lower on Monday, March 25th., In this
match Carey's again did not come up to expectations and only
won by 11-0. Moorhead (2) and Renton scored. Wayte,
Ingpen and Dicker played well.

Teams as before.

THE GYMNASIUM.

490
394
369
367
346
321
313
295

Carey's ...
School House A
School House B
King's ...
Tindall's
Dunkin's
Ross'

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The House Competition in Physical Training took place on
on Saturday, March 23rd, and, as last year, was divided into
two parts.

The following result was obtained :-
A.-Massed Drill.

Max.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

B.-Selected Squads.
Max.

Carey's .n
King's ...
School House A
Dunkin's
School House B
Tindall's

Final Result.
Max.

Carey's ...
School House A
King's ...
School House B
Dunkin's
Tindall's

834
747
654
643
610
608
554

1324
1141
1012
1000
975
923
875
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Captain 0lsson, A.G.S., to whom we owe much gratitude for
his kindness in devoting one whole day of a very brief holiday
to coming from Aldershot to judge the competition, writes, in
response to a request by the Editor for his impressions of what
he saw, 'As on all previous visits, I found the standard of
efficiency very high . . . I ascribe this excellent result partly
to the efficiency of the instruction imparted to the boys, partly
to the fine leadership of the class leaders and partly to the
spirit of the School as a whole.' There follows certain
criticism on two or three points, on which emphasis will be laid
in the Gymnasium next term.

CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editor of The ShirbllYllian.

DEBATES.
Dear Sir,

The purpose of a letter to the Shirbuynian is as a rule to point out
defects which may be remedied at some future date, within the next twenty
years or so. And so it is not in a spirit of carping criticism that I venture
to express my dissatisfaction with the present conduct of Sophists' debates
when they are held, which is seldom. \Ve all recognize that plays are very
much more suitable for the general audience. They go down better for
they require no mental effort, no tbought. Every term lately it has become
more obvious that a debate must be ruined and made ridiculous by fatuity
before the members of the society pronounce it a success. It would surely
be better for the society to confess its failure to organize sane debates, and
allow a School debating society to be formed, limited to Upper School.

At present the debates are a minor disgrace, though this in itself does
not prove the case for reform. Plays and debates are extremely hard to
run together, and the secretary for debates is scarcely responsible for the
insanity of the present uproars called debates. His difficulties are almost
unsurmountable. If a new society could be formed to meet even twice in
the term and invite masters to speak, as in former times, this would be
a good step.

This letter of course will be accused of many things. The very fact
that it advocates reform will be enongh to earn its rejection. Do not think
a new society would mean dryness, dulness, boredom, endless statistics and
quibbles. Anything we feel would be better than the present condition.
We are notoriously conservative at Public Schools. Let us imbibe a little
of the new spirit of reconstruction and sensible revolution !

Yours uneasily,
F,
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FIVES.

[MARCH,

Dear Sir,
Do we imagine that only two members of the School are capable of

running the various School institutions-the Captains of Cricket and
Football? May I suggest that in future a Captain of Fives should be
appointed and that as far as possible the result of the Senior Singles should
guide the appointment. Fives has hitherto been despised as a School game;
but now larger numbers play <lnd the enthusiasm for it has greatly
increased, so that a captain, who is responsible and independent of
football, is needed. Possibly fixtures could be arranged with other Schools.

Yours, etc.,

LII3ERALIS.

SCHOOL OFFICERS.
Dear Sir,

Are we intentionally exclusive or has it never entered our heads that
the School institutions are all run by two or three people? Let us have
either an aristocracy or a democracy but not an oligarchy.

Could we not have a Captain of Fives, a Captain of Gym., a Captain of
Swimming, and a Captain of Running (if we ever take up sports seriously) ?
And could not all these officers be themselves responsible and not deputies
of the Captain of Football or Cricket?

This is a mere suggestion, and not by any means the whole question,
but it will do for the present. \Ve are certainly not so perfect that we need
no changes.

Yours,
O.

Dear Sir,

\Ve read with pain and surprise the notice of the editors of the
Shirburnian on the School board of their intention of making that paper a
literary effort rather than a chronicle of School news. Perhaps they do
not realise that the Shirburnian is one of the chief connecting links
between O.S's. and the School, and one may be sure that they prefer the
School news to the literary efforts of the editors. Does the Shirburnian
desire to usurp the function of the" Criti.: "? Do the editors hope that
they can thus lightly break the precedent of so many years? The ghosts
of their predecessors turn in their graves at the thought of such sacrilege.

Yours,

ALPHA AND OMEGA.

CRICKET.
Dear Sir,

May 1 make a suggestion or two about Cricket? (1) Matches between
forms were tried last year to some extent and proved interesting. Might
not this scheme be developed to mitigate the dulness of leagues and house
games? Last year, at all events, the Upper Middle School forms were aU
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strong enough to play one another with a fair chance of success. In a
normal year such matches might well displace leagues altogether, but this
year when we hope that the call to the land will make even larger demands
on us than heretofore, it is probable that forms would not often be up to
their full strength and matches played under such conditions are without
interest. However, they might have a knock-ant Competition. (2) \Vould
it be possible to organise all agricultural corps of boys unfitted for cricket,
to be supplemented by cricketers when needed? (3) I should like to see
house games tabooed except for a short time before house matches begin,
say the previous fortnight, when tbey wonld ipso facto have an acqnired
interest, and ahove all do not let us have the house matches begun before
the teams are in practice. (4) It would make for efficiency if the Captain
attended mainly to the two Upper games and the Colts and delegated to a
subordinate the details of the management of the remainder of the games.
(5) One word more, I am sure that the policy of filling up the eleven several
weeks before the end of the term is a bad precedent.

Yours,
z.

CONTEMPORARIES.

The Editors acknowledge the receipt of School magazines
with many thanks.

HOUSES.

The School House (a).

James' Curteis', Wood's, vVbitehead's, \Vildman's, Carey's (b).

Tancock's, vVilson's, Dunkin's (e).

Blanch's, Bell's, Bensly's, Tindall's (d).
Hetherington's, Rboades', Hodgson's, King's (j).

Milford's, Ross's (g l.
Town (T).

Preparatory (Prep.).





NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

All Business Communications
~ith regard to the Shirburnian
should be made to the Publishers
Messrs. F. Bennett & Co., Ltd.,

The Parade, Sherborne, to wh~m
alone Subscriptions shculd be

sent.



NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENJS.

All Letters and Articles intended for publication should
be sent to the EDITOR, School House, Sherborne, Dorset.

The Annual Subscription is 3/6 including postage. The
Shirburnian is published six times in the year, twice each
term.

Subscribers changing their addresses are requested to
communicate at once with the PUBLISHERS, as otherwise
the Shirbumian t.:annot possibly be forwarded to them.
This applies especially to subscribers entering or leaving
the Universities.

No anonymous contribution will be accepted, but the
full name must be enclosed in a sealed envelope, which
will not be opened if the article be rejected.

If an article is to be continued in successive numbers,
the whole is to be sent in at once.

No contribution will be inserted, which is not the bO/la fide
production of some one who is, or has been, a Member of
the School.

We decline to hold ourselves responsible for the opinions
of our contributors.

Contributors are requested to write legibly, and
only on ONE side of the paper.


