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EDITORIAL.

VOL. XXXII.

I N spite of the intensity and infinite variety of life at School,
there are few who will deny themselves the pleasure of

attending a lecture or address on a subject in which they
take no specific interest; or eveil of going up or down the
town to see the Fair, or hear the declaration of the Polls.
We can all become ardent Conservatives or Liberals, or
students of Chinese politics upon occasion; although in
ordinary life politicians may seem to us exceedingly dull
men, and even the proverbial curiosity of youth palls at the
mention of Chang Tso-lin and Lu Hsieth Yuan.

In part, our interest is aroused by the attraction which
anything new or strange forms. We like to linger near the
man from the "wild and woolly West"-for such his clothes
proclaim is his origin-who wields the whip that none but
he can crack; or to watch the merchant with "one of those
international noses which all good Jews bring to bear upon
the major transactions of life," wh6 offers us fountain-pens
marked in big lettering "15/-" for 1/-. If we lmy one we piqne
ourselves on having secured a good bargain; if we refrain,
on not having been gullible enough to part with 1/-.



266 Th~ Shirbztr1zian [NOVEMBER,

Or perhaps it is the musicians that allure us. We listen
attentively to their discordant rendering of "Whydid I kiss
that girl ?," not because of the novelty of the song, but
because we have not heard it sung before in the streets by
men in toppers and tails. And we willingly give them our
last remaining pennies.

In part, of course, we go for amusement's sake. To hear
how rheumatism should be cured: to see the living adver
tisement for Frisby's boots: to smile at the tub-thumper
who would have us believe him polyglot, colonial land-owner,
African explorer, distinguished soldier, all in one. Or to
watch the young farmers whose essentialrusticityis but barely
hidden by their smart urban clothes; or the old farmers

"Their youthful hose well sav'd, a world too wide
"For their shrunk shanks."

We say good-bye to 1\1r. Kirby and 1\1r. Thome. We wish
them both the best of luck for the future. We are glad to
hear, however, that Mr. Kirby has paid Sherbome the
compliment of deciding to remain in residence here.

'Ne welcome 1\1r. Picton, as organist, and Messrs. Hort
and Bees: while 1\1r. 1\1iller is taking the place of Mr.
Goodrich, who is absent through illness.

We heartily congratulate Do\vnside on winning the Public
Schools' Physical Training Shield. We are indeed sorry
we could not compete against them.

Congratulations to Nunn and his side on winning the
Senior House Cricket Cup. Boss' also won the Junior
Cricket Cup, while the Junior Fielding Cup went to Carey's.

We wish Wright ma. all success with the School football
this season.
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SCHOOL NEWS.

On the 27th of September Bishop Norris lectured to us on
the present situation in China. vVe all found his anecdotes very
amusing, and he made the rather mythical characters in Chinese
politics live for us.

On the following day Dr. Cox talked to the Sixth Form and
Army Class on the Peshawar Medical Mission and on the social
condition among the Pathans.\

Mr. Onslow's lectures on birds have become a feature in school
life to which all of us look forward. This year he confined
himself almost entirely to the sea birds of the Scilly Isles, with
one or two slides which he had taken in Scotland.

We extend our congratulations to F. R. Cox on winning the
Huish Exhibition; to R. F. C. WeaIlens. D. R. M. Ackland
and F. G. A. Parsons on their Cadet Scholarships atWoolwich
and Sandhurst, and also to P. B. lames, who at the University
of London has taken the diploma in Librarianship, with first
class marks on every subject. The MacAlister Prize has been
awarded to him as being the best all-round man of his year.

Congratulations to R. A. Kinnersly on gaining his 1st XV
Colours, and to the following on their 2nd XV Colours:-

C. J. A. T. Cliff
R. D. Lean
]. L. G. WealI.
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The Hon. Henry Worsley Holmes it Court, who
was in the School House from 1883-89, died on
the 5th of October at the age of fifty three.

RALPH TANNER.

[Reprinted by permission of the Editors of The Elizabethan.]

Many generations of\Vestminsters will have heard
with deep regret of the sudden death of Mr. Tanner
on August 29th last. If any of us were asked what
was the secret of the continued growth and pros
perity of the School during the last forty years we
should have no hesitation in answering that it lay
largely in the life work of four men, Rutherford,
Gow, Sargeaunt and Tanner.

'The Buck,' as he was affectionately called up
Grant's, was born at Chewton House, near Christ
church, on July 13th, 1857, the third son of J\1r.
Joseph Tanner. In the old-fashioned courtesy of
his manners, in the careful neatness of his dress,
and in his love of good gardens and clear-running
streams, he preserved the flavour of a fast vanishing
West country world. In August, 1867, Tanner
went to Sherborne, where in due course he was
Head of the School, and in both the Cricket XI and
the Rugby XV. He always preserved a great
affection for his old school, which, like Westminster,
grew under the shadow of a great Abbey, and it was
at the time an open secret that if he had been a
younger man he would have been elected to the
Headmastership of Sherborne in 1908. In 1876 he
proceeded to Pembroke College, Cambridge, with a
classical scholarship and was tenth Classic in the
Tripos of 1880. After taking his degree he was for

271
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a year Second Master of Lancaster Grammar School,
and came to VVestminster at Dr. ScoU's request in
1881. In 1884- he married Miss Luey Eyre, and in
1890 he succeeded Mr. Heard as Housemaster of
Grant's. He retired in 1919 after nearly forty
years' service, and settled after his retirement in
Frant, in Sussex.

No mere recital of events and dates can give any
idea of Tanner's influence at \i\Testminster, of his
greatness as a Housemaster or of the weight which
he carried with his colleagues on the staff.

The influence which he exercised alike with his
colleagues and with the boys in his house was
attained without effect, for it was just the reflection
of a singularly loyal and beautiful spirit. He never
forced his views on you; he never fussed his boys
about religion; he never spied on them; he had no
favourites, unless indeed they were those members
of his little flock who in the· miniature troubles of
school life were afflicted or distressed. He
chose his monitors with great care, and having
chosen them he treated them with a confidence so
complete that no boy could have dreamed of
betraying it. His sense of humour was unfailing.
His unselfishness was almost a disease, and was
conspicuously shown in the rare courage with which
he stuck to his work under a grievous affliction in
1900, when the death of Mrs. Tanner cut short a
married life of complete happiness, and again in 1914,
when Ray Tanner died of wounds received in the
Battle of the Marne. Above and behind all these
social qualities lay the great moral principles which
were the final secret of his success, which can best
be expressed in the words of his own favourite
Chaucer, that he was one who

'lovede chyvalrie,
Truth and honour, freedom and curtesie.'

G.R.Y.R.
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THE BOOK OF THE BELOVED:

BY J. C. JOHNSTON. (I)

273

Mr. Johnston was in the School House from 1894 to 1900, in
which year he was Head of the School: and Mr. Johnston has
published a thick quarto volume of nearly 500 pages of poetry.
These facts explain both the insertion of this appreciation in
the Shirbumian and the tardiness of that insertion. It is only
right that so great a venture of an O.S. should be noticed in
this paper: but it is no easy matter to get anyone to embark
upon the attempt to appreciate a work, and that a poetical work,
of such a size. As usually happens, the task is here attempted
by the one person closely connected with Sherborne School who
has probably the least time to spare from inevitable occupations.

The Book of the Beloved is described by its author as "a
Modern Epic Poem." It contains hardly anything that can be
called narrative. It is a large collection of poems which
ordinary nomenclature would class as "lyrical"; of varying
lengths, but none of them long enough to make the term
"lyrical" seem possibly inappropriate, except the Masque of
the Stricken Soul,-which itself would probably be called a
"Iyri~al drama." The middle section of the book consists of
214 Sonnets. The word "Epic" therefore seems to be used
simply to claim a certain unity and grandeur for the whole:
and perhaps we may leave it at that, remembering that Dante
called his mighty vision a "Comedy," and that in fact the
classification of literature is at best a very artificial and external
thing without much significance orinfluence upon our apprecia
tion of the actual works.

The intention of the poem is set forth in the Preface, which
for fear of misrepresentation is printed here in full.

"THE BOOK OF THE BELOVED is a poem in three parts,
called respectively The Book of the Garden, The Book of
Images and The Book of God. These three parts are not,
however, consecutive, but to be understood as running
concurrently, the one with the other; or, if the poem be thought

(I) London, Lund, Humphries & Co., 3 Amen Corner. 1923.
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of as a building, then Part I might be considered the foundation
and floor, Part II the walls, and Part III the roof. Each part
is a self-contained whole, but each is also explained, illustrated
and amplified in the remainder.

"The Beloved is the Soul of Man, illuminated, dwelt in,
ensouled and glorified by the Presence of our Lord J eSU5
Christ. The Beloved is also Christ; for the theologians teach
us that the soul cannot in its ultimate be separated from its
Maker, except through that violation of His holy purpose which
they call sin. To the measure in which, by the action of
Christ's Love and of His indwelling Spirit, the soul is redeemed,
purified and brought in harmony with God's eternal Love,
\Visdom and Holiness; to that measure the soul insensibly
absorbs the lineaments of its Maker-so far as its inherent
nature will permit. To that measure, therefore, the soul
becomes the image of its Maker, so that in it is seen, dimly, but
with sincerity and truth, the Face of the Beloved. For the

.Beloved is God.

"Now the soul, as again the theologians teach us, lives in this
world-scheme a triple life. Necessarily so, since God in His
Being leads also a triple life, namely, God-in-Himself, God-in
His-Nature, and God-with-us-God Transcendent, God Im
manent and God Incarnate, to give the more technical terms.

"In The Booh of the Garden I have essayed a picture of the
soul in its relation to the world of sense, that world which is
normally bounded by those 'five husbands' of the Woman of
Samaria, the five senses of taste, touch, smell, hearing and
sight, but which is extensible for some through the opening up
of a sixth sense, frequently called Intuition, Telepathy or
Second Sight, and of a seventh sense so little known at present
as to bp. nameless; but its nature is a direct perception of the
Divine Presence in all things, that 'walking' of the Lord God
with man 'in the cool of the day,' which was lost when our
forefathers fled long ago the Garden of the Soul.

"For those who desire it, my Booh of the Garden is a simple
love-narrative, in which John and Margaret, betrothed already
when the poems opens, sing to each other under many guises
of Love Eternal, as exemplified by their own mutual friendship
through the ages. They marry; and by the deeper wisdom
which among men o"nly the true marriage, whether of body or
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soul, can confer, they are brought on a pilgrimage, lasting
over many years, to the sacred City of Shamballa, where at
length they come face to face with the Lord Immanuel, God
with-us, at whose hands they are finally and irrevocably wed.
'Those whom God hath joined together, let not man put
asunder.'

"For those who desire something deeper, I have sought in
The Bool? of the Garden to show that love, the love of one
man for one woman, his appointed complement and mate, is
the wisest and truest and highest thing to be attained in the
world of sense; and that, moreover, this love is the swiftest
and surest means of normal approach to the eternal verities;
indeed, the God-given road, for, Omnia vincit AlIlor!

"To those who seek deeper still, there is yet another meaning
in my Book of the Garden, but on this it is unnecessary to
enlarge. Let him that readeth, run! (Hab. ii Z.)

"It will thus be seen that my Booll of the Garden is intended
for a picture of man's soul in relation to the world of sense.
What, then, is my Book of Images?

"The Book of Images portrays the soul in its own world, the
world of soul. This is a world, not of events, but of fact; not
of space, but of state; not of time, but of image or impression.
The threefold soul, with its triple facuIty of memory, under
standing and will, rules over and abides in this sphere, producing
(by the operation of its threefold indwelling Spirit) through
divinely-guided will-Justice, Just Perception or Reality;
through divinely-guided understanding-Mercy, Beauty, Happi
ness and Truth; and through divinely-guided memory of God's
Covenant-Peace, Righteousness and Love.

"There is an old saying, 'A man is that which he sees.' The
life of the soul being so utterly different from the life of sense,
it seemed impossible directly to represent, using terms of sense,
the true life of the soul. The soul cannot, in fact, so be
described.

"Modern science has evolved a process of dealing with
unknowables which suggested to the author another means.

. If, thought he, it were possible to show a great number of
events, persons or ideas which present themselves to a given
mind, surely from this congeries of representations there would
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be disentangled one single idea-itself the resultant of the
impact of many forces-that could be taken as an ideal portrait
of that mind. Carry the process one step further, and before
you is my Booh of Images.

"In this Book I have set in front of the reader a long series
of portraits, close on two hundred altogether, in which the
personages speak, each for himself. It is hoped that The Booll
of Images will prove interesting because of these personages;
but it is hoped further that my portrait of a Soul, which is its
true purpose, will gradually be disengaged from the mass of
discrete phenomena, and take shape and form. Such, at least,
is my wish and intention; for The Booh of Images is my
attempt to portray the Beloved in terms o~ the soul.

"Fin~lJy we come to The Book of God. The Book of the
Garden has described the soul in its relations with the world of
sense; The Book of Images, the soul in its relation with
itself; The Booll of God describes the soul in its relations with
the Divine \iVorld.

"God, by His threefold Manifestation of ·WilI, Wisdom and
Activity or Love, is shown drawing forth the soul from a
condition of the utmost dereliction, sorrow and separation from
Himself, through a long pilgrimage of progressive happiness
and illumination, to ultimate union with His own divine Light,
Life and Love.

"To this great end all three Channels of the divine Mani
festation, all three Persons of the Blessed Trinity, are conjointly
and consecutively employed. For, in The Masque of the
Stricken Soul, God the Holy Spirit by His loving Activity
quickens that which was dead in sins; in The Setting Forth,
God the Son by His Wisdom, the Divine Sophia, blesses,
enlarges and ennobles the quickened consciousness; and in The
Hymn of the Divine Vision, ultimate union with the Father,
the union of will with \i\TilI, is irrevocably attained.

"Such is my plan in writing The Book of God.

"As regards The Hynm of the Divine Vision, it will be
observed that this Hymn is sung twice. The first singing
requires no explanation; but the second singing represents yet
a further unfolding of the soul's consciousness, by which it, in
union with God, becomes as it were the choregus of all creation.
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Whereas, in the first singing of the Hymn, the soul sees only
God and is absorbed entirely in Him; in the second singing it
realizes that, although God's Being is neither increased nor
diminished by the operations of His creative Will, nevertheless
that Will must perfectly be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

"The Hymn is accordingly sung throuRh once again, stanza
by stanza; and the spirits of all creatures must be imagined as
singing simultaneously with the Hymn. Thus the first stanza
is accompanied by the spirits of the winds, the wa'iers, the
lightnings, the redeemed earth-for the unredeemed is, alas!
dumb in the Divine Presence-and the Spirit of the Fifth
Essence; but the songs of the spirits are simultaneous, not
consecutive; nor is it intended to convey that they cease when
the song that is given them in my book has ended. These
events are out of our space and time; and the hymn of creation,
finite as it is, has neither beginning nor end. Realm after
realm catches up the one Song; realm after realm echoes it
indefinitely unto the unimaginable consummation of the All.

"It will thus be seen that in my Book of the Beloved there
are three who are called Beloved. The Soul of Man is the
Beloved; Christ is the Beloved; and God is the Beloved.
These three are the One Beloved; and it is in Their honour
that The Book of the Beloved has been written."

This is a tremendous programme; and the only way to judge
of the execution of the programme is to read the whole book
through until you have mastered it completely. Clearly, before
one can be aware of the whole in every part, which the author
insists upon as the only condition of understanding him, we
must be familiar with it all in detail. The present writer can
not pretend to such familiarity. He has read the whole book
through, and many of the separate pieces several times: and is
bound to confess that he doubts whether the theory of the
Preface is really expressed in all parts of the poetry. But he
has a strong, though vague, impression of a mystic, brooding
over the eternal question of the Soul (the Soul conscious of itself,
conscious of the world of sense,and conscious of God), and, like
all the mystics, finding an answer to the question in Love, love
of Beauty, love of Wisdom, love of Love. The mysticism is
also definitely Christian mysticism, however far it be, like most

•
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Christian mysticism, from being confined to the traditional
dogmas of any particular branch of the Church.

To summarise the actual contents of the poem, which are by
no means described in the preface, however much that. may
describe their ultimate purport, Part I The Booll of the
Gardw consists of a series of 26 (or if further subdivided 43)
lyrics, mainly love-poems, setting- forth moments, aspects,
moods, of the love-story of John and Margaret. John and
Margaret are at once a pair of lovers, as it might be the author
and his spouse, and also the type of lovers. All this part of
the poem is in unrhymed vers libre, that form of verse which
has become so fashionable in this century, and which Mr.
Johnston manages much more melodiously than many of his
contemporaries. It is also full of Oriental, especially Indian,
names, allusions, imagery, ideas,-much of which is unintelligible
to the ordinary English reader, though one can be aware of the
sensuous beauty of much of it, just as one can be aware, with
out understanding, of the sensuous beauty, and even to some
extent the spiritual appeal of Chinese porcelain and Japanese
prints.

Part II consists, as the Preface says, of "a long series of
portraits, close on 200 altogether, in which the personages
speak, each for himself." These personages are a strange
procession of familiar and unfamiliar names. They are divided
into Chapters, the Chapter of Law-Givers, such as Menes,
Moses, Zoroaster, Buddha, Confucius, Mohammed, even Odin :
the Chapter of Sages, Chinese, Indian, Greek, Russian, Ger
man: the Four Kumaras (whatever they are): the Four
Regents, who are the Angels of North, South, East and West:
the Chapter of Planets: the Chapter of Stars: then, after an
interlude of six sonnets called Margaret and John, the Chapter
of Philosophers and Mystics, such as Pythagoras, Plato, St.
Thomas Aquinas, St. Francis, St. Catherine of Siena, Ignatius
Loyola, Tauler, Thomas a Kempis: the Chapter of Men of
Thought and Action, such as JuIius Ccesar, Rabbi Eleazar
Ben Simon Ben Iochai, Joan of Arc, Boccaccio, Cesare Borgia,
Drake, Bacon, Cromwell, Newton, Swedenborg, Voltaire,
Rousseau, Kant, Napoleon, Bismarck, Carlyle, Mrs. Eddy,
Pius X (a strange galley indeed, with other members of the
crew besides!): the Chapter of Painters, in which Sir Joshua
Reynolds seems to get rather harsh treatment, and Gainsborough
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more subtle appreciation: the Chapter of Sculptors and Archi
tects, from Pheidias to Christopher Wren,-a full stop which is
in itself a severe criticism on modern sculpture and architec
ture: the Chapter of Musicians, from Palestrina to Brahms
and Tschaikovsky: and lastly the Chapter of Poets, from
the Mahabharata through the great Greek and Roman poets,
to Dante, Goethe, Heine, Hugo, and to our English poets from
Shakespeare (Chaucer and Spenser are curiously omitted) to
Alice Meynell and Laurence Hope. This great sonnet sequence
is an extraordinary tour de force, full of almost incompatible
qualities, sensuous music and boisterous shouts and acrobatic
wit and the grotesqueness of gargoyles, all poured out in a
tumultuous flood of rhyrr..es, which are nearly always facile and
wonderfully often felicitous. It asks for a commentary as
obviously as Browning's poems or Carlyle's Sartor: and to the
merely curious reader is likely to be the most interesting section
of the book.

Book III, The Book of God contains, first, The Masque of the
Stricken Soul, the longest single poem in the volume, in rhymed
stanzas of varying types, often difficult, yet not too difficult,
and full of passion and spiritual aspiration, mingled with the
author's abrupt satirical outbursts. Next follows The Setting
Forth, written mostly in poetical prose somewhat after the
:nanner of The Book of Wisdom in the Bible. And finally
there comes The Hymn of the Divine Vision, first the 49
stanzas (7 x 7) of the Hymn itself; then each of these repeated
with an accompaniment of stanzas sung by Spirits, the Spirits
of the Winds, the Waters, the Lightnings, the Redeemed
Earth, the Fifth Essence, the Storm, the Gentle Breezes, etc.,
all sorts and aspects of Nature, plants, animals, Just Men made
perfect, Christian vVarriors, Pagan \Varriors, \Vedded vVomen,
Unwedded Women, Holy l\Ien of Heart, etc., Apostles, Little
Children, Statesmen, Poets, Makers of Gardens, etc., Buddhists,
Brahmans, etc., Angels, Virtues, Heavenly Powers, Cherubim,
Seraphim, Manifested Sons of God.

Such in very brief and imperfect outline is the idea of the
work. The book contains much beautiful poetry, of which it
is unfortunately impossible to give specimens in" the space at
our command(l). Whether or no it is a great poem, in the sense

(1) The printing of this article means a considerable loss on this number
of the Shirburlliall.
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that it is destined to work its way into the fabric of the best
thought of mankind, only Time, which, as Pindar says, brings
all things to the proof, can shew. But it is at any rate a
Magnum opus, and an achievement of high seriousness,
I77rOv(Ja'OT'It;;, and noble endeavour, an attempdeven if it prove no
more) of which the Shirburnian community may be legitimately
proud, especially if we are willing as Shirburnians to give it
our sympathetic and brotherly attention.

MUSICAL SOCIETY.

The last Concert was given on Monday, July 28th, to a fair
amount of visitors and a school depleted by the mumps. The
term had been wet and unsatisfactory; the holidays were to
follow suit. This, however, was mercifully unknown to us.
Under the circumstances it was right that two-thirds of the
concert should be festive in character and that the large number
of leavers should be condoled with and lamented. It was
hardly necessary that it should be so very long. "Merrie
England" in fact, like the poor relation in the poem, outstayed
her welcome while, and sang the jest without the smile. We
began, however, seriously enough with the fine Motet "Glorious
and powerful God" by Villiers Stanford, in which the trebles
shewed their quality. Two leavers played on the grand piano,
Vincent-Smith giving us a whimsical prelude of Debussyand
Cox a sound version from Schumann's Kreisleriana. Then
came some Corelli and Lully, charming 17th century music,
simple and attractive, the former in Quartet, the latter played
by the School Orchestra. Miss \Vilson-Ewer had brought
both well up to concert pitch. Space prevents any detailed
criticism of German's "Merrie England." There was too much
of it doubtless, but the sprightly music was clearly a favourite
with the choir and school. It was sung con amore, some of the
choruses being almost of the house supper pattern. Mr. Hunter,
Mr. Hornsby-Wright, Mr. Parry-Jones, and the trebles
Cunningham mi. and Sworder, all had several innings which
were much appreciated by us. The electric lighting and the
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rather striking new portrait of young Edward VIth graced the
scene and gilded a performance for which we thank Mr. Thorne
warmly, but regretfuIIytoo. Three School songs followed and
closed the concen. They were of course a dirge for the fate
of the leavers and regret was their prevailing note .. Valete
omnes.

Programme :-

1 Motet-"Glorious and powerful God" ... ... Stanford

2 Piano Solo-Prelude from Suite Bergamasque Dcbuss;y

VINCENT-SMITH.

3 Suite of Pieces ... Lull;y (1633-1687)
(a) Gavotte (b) Air (c) Sarabande

(d) Hornpipe (c) Cibel
THE SCHOOL ORCHESTRA.

4- Piano Solo-Kreisleriana (No. 2)
Cox MA.

Schumann

5 Quartet for two Violins, 'Cello and Piano Corclli (1653-1713)

MISS WILSON-EwER, FITzGERALD, WARNER MA.,
WELDON MA.

6 Selection from "MERRIE ENGLAND" Edtd.Germatt

No. 1 Opening Chorus.

No. 4- Quintet.-uLove is meant to.llia.ke us glad."
SWORDER, CUNNING HAM MI., MR. HUNTER,
MR. PARRY-]ONES & MR. HORNSBy-WRIGHT.

No. 5 BaIIad-"She had a letter from her love" (Bessie).
SWORDER•.
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No.6 Song with Chorus-"The Yeomen of England"

MR. HORNSBY·WRIGHT.

No. 7 Duet-"Come to Arcadie" (Bessie and Raleigh).

SWORDER AND MR. HUNTER.

No.8 Chorus-Entrance of Queen Elizabeth.

No. 9 Song with Chorus-
"0 peaceful England" (Queen Elizabeth).

CUNNINGHAM MI.

No. 10 (a) Song with Chorus-
"It is a tale of Robin Hood" (Bessie),

SWORDER.

(b) Quartet and Chorus-
"The four men of Windsor."

THOMSON MI., SPENCER-PHILLIPS,

PORTER MA. AND COX MA.

No. 11 Chorus with Solo Oill-all-alone).

CUNNINGHAM MI.

No. 12 Quartet-"In England, Merrie England."

SWORDER, CUNNINGHAM MI., MR. HUNTER

AND MR. HORNSBy-WRIGHT.

No. 13 Quartet-"The sun in the heaven."

THOMSON MI., SPENCER-PHILLIPS,

PORTER MA. AND COX MA.

No. 16 Song (Raleigh)-"The English Rose."

MR. RUNTER.
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No. 18 Song-"O who shall say ?" (Bessie)~

SWORDER.
No. 20 Finale.

7 School Songs-(a) Valete

(b) God Speed

8 Auld Lang Syne

God Save the King.

{
J.H.F.F.
B.G.T.

{
J,R.

L.N.F.

Instructor of the Orchestra
Accompanist ...
Conductor

MISS M. B. WILSON-EwER

MR. W. E. WEARDEN

MR. A. E. THORNE

SONG RECITAL.

l\Iiss Joan Elwes, who came down to sing on October 3rd,
showed us that she had a soprano voice of really beautiful
quality in the upper register, though without much variety of
tone-colour. Her programme, which it is beyond the limits of
this short notice to discuss in detail, was, with the possible
exception of the Holbrooke, all good stuff.

If we may be permitted to make one note of criticism, it is
to say that we felt the programme as a whole· lacked balance.
The first three items were a gargantuan feast in themselves;
but we must confess that after two big operatic excerpts and a
gorgeous Bach Cantata (with its joyous and serene Gavotte
as a Coda), the sugar plums and salted almonds of the modern
group found our musical palate somewhat jaded.
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For the rest, it should be recorded that Miss Joan Elwes
proved her powers of interpretation by her treatment of
Cesar Franck's "La Procession," and-to use a contradictory
phrase-we liked the way she caught the sophisticated artless
ness of Arne's "Lass with a delicate Air."

We append the programme :-

Air{from FreischiUz}

Pace Pace (from Forza del Destil1o)

Spring Cantata (No. 202)

Christmas Eve at Sea ...

Come not when I am dead

Brittany

La Procession

La Cloche

My lovely Celia

Oft have I sighed

The Lass with the Delicate Air

Weber

Verdi

Bach

Malcolm Davidsol1

Josef Holbrooke

Erl1est Farrar

Cesar Franck

Saint-SaCl1s

... Mttnro

Campiol1

Arne

Accompanist-MISS IRINA MEYRICK.

DUKE OF YORK'S CAMP.

The Duke of York's annual 'camp 'at New Romney, Kent,
started on Saturday, August 2nd; and lasted ,a week. " The camp
consisted of 200: boys from the Public Schools, and 200 from
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the industrial. centres of England, each school and factory
sending, as a rule, two representatives. We assembled at
the Royal Mews, Buckingham Palace, where we all had lunch,
after which we were shown over the Mews, and then proceeded
by train to New Romney. Arriving at the camp, we soon made
ourselves comfortable, or rather, as comfortable as is possible
between straw paliasses and army blankets on concrete floor,
for the camp was an old army camp, and we slept in brick huts.

The camp was divided into 20 sections, each consisting of ten
fellows from the Public Schools, and ten from the factories.

The objects of the camp are best summed up in the words of
H.R.H. the Prince of \Vales, who, as guest of his Royal brother,
visited the camp on Thursday, August 7th, and in the course of
a short address, said :-

"I think this is a splendid camp; it is a great idea. It has
two objects. First of all, you 400 boys have a good week's
holiday, and secondly, it provides you with the opportunity of
getting to know other. It is not always easy for people leading
different lives, and following different professions, to get to
ImolV each other intimately, and this camp gives you a chance
of doing this under what I should say are ideal conditions, and
of getting to know each other's values-for we all have values
of some sort. This process of understanding is the most
important thing in the world, and is a tremendous help on
many occasions.; ...."

These objects were, we hope and believe, in some measure
attained. The two classes must have left the camp with a
better understanding of each other than they. had before. But·
to get different classes to mingle closely is not easy; the interests
of each are so unlike that lengthy conversation between them
is difficult, and it is only natural that, unconsciously, friendships
are formed within one class. But perhaps this does not matter:
at any rate, we lived together for a week all taking part in the
various intersectional tournaments which took place every day:
these were designed to give everybody a chance, so that the
athlete should not throw into the shade those not gifted with
athletic abilities.

The entertainments which took place every evening were
good and varied. One evening, Major Dugmore's film, "The
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Wonderland of Big Game" was shown, while Colonel Applin,
O.S., gave interesting and amusing explanations. (It may not
be generally known that Colonel Applin was the first white
man .to cross Borneo.)

There is only one unfavourable comment to be made of the
camp. , For the first day or two, before the tournaments were
in full. swing, there was a considerable amount of time with
nothing to do, and it was impossible to obtain a newspaper or
imy other forms of literature in the camp. This was especially
unfortunate,as it was at a time when the School's gallant
re'presentative was performing wonders at Lord's. Our time
however, was fully occupied once the tournaments were started.

The effect of the camp cannot be other than beneficial, and
it would be impossible to find a camp chief and camp staff
more capable of splendid organisation, or more suitable for the
fulfilment of the objects of the camp than were those of the
Duke of York's camp this year.

B.W.B.S.

SWISS CAMPS.

As usual, the Student Christian Movement Schools' depart
ment is running a Swiss Camp for the \Vinter Sports. The
arrangements are as follows: Camps will be run at Savogrin
and HospEmtal from December 26th till January 13th. The
inclusive fees are from £13. 15s. Od. to £14; 15s. Od" and each
party will number between forty and fifty. Full information
may be obtained from the Schools Secretary, Student Christian
Movement, Annandale, North End Road, N.\V.ll , or from
Mr. R. S. Thompson. Application should be made as soon as
possible.

o.s. TOUR.

The O.S. Tour this year started on Tuesday, July 29th, with
a one-day match against the Dorset Rangers on the School
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Ground. The O.S. lost, owing largely to their weakness in
bowling.

Things however greatly improved at Exeter, where the O.S.
made 222, and got the Dumplings out for 96 in the first innings,
and 145 in the follow-on. The bowling had greatly improved
and C. B. Sharpe was a big asset here. The tour finished with
a two-day match against Exmouth, which ended in a draw,
owing to rain; the O.S. were in a good position, largely to a
really good knock of 89 by D. MacDonald, and a 57 by
G. Peddie.

The tour was a great success, and is, we hope, the forerunner
of many to come.

SCORES.
O.S. v. Dorset Rangers.

O.S. 167. G. Peddie, not out, 95.
Dorset Rangers, 177 for five wickets. F. M. Doulton, 63,

not out. R. J. Luffman, 54.

O.S. v. Devon Dumplings.
O.S., first innings, 222. M. E. K.WestIake, 56. F. H.Wright,

43. Second innings, 21 for 1 wicket.
Devon Dumplings, first innings, 96. Second innings, 145.

Capt. Blakeney, 38, not out.

O.S. v. Exmoutb.
Exmouth, first innings. :222. Capt. Hogg, 51. \V.J. Blackwell,

43. Capt. Gladstone, 35.
O.S., first innings, 250. D. l\1acDonald, 89. G. Peddie, 57.

CRICKET.

SENIOR HOUSE MATCHES, 1924.

In the first round :-
Ross's beatO'Hanlon's.
Carey's beat Fox's.
Bensly's beat School House A.
Elderton's beat School House B.
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In th~ second round ;-
Ross's beat Bensly's.

. Carey's beat Elderton's.
In the /tnal ;_.

Ross's beat Carey's.

[NOVEMBER,

FINAL" SENIOR HOUSE MATCHES•.

Ross's met Carey's on the Upper in the Final of the Senior
House Matches.

Ross's made full use of the advantage of winning the toss,
and on a very easy-paced wicket had no difficulty in scoring
numerous runs at a steady pace. Eglington left early, but
Nunn, with Reed as partner, found little difficulty in scoring,
and by the end of the afternoon had completed a delightful
century. He was. missed early at slip, but was generally
perfectly at home for the rest of his innings. Later Neve
occasionally hit with his wonted vigour, but his innings, though
very useful, was not attractive to watch. He was lucky with
a number of high shots.

The fielding was very fair considering the size of the score;
Peddie worked with untiring energy, and also did not spare
himself in his bowling efforts, which for short periods was
quite effective. Sharpe also bowled with vigour and life.

Carey's fared disastrously when they went in. The bowling
was not really very formidable, though Forbes-Bassett was as
usual very hard to get away.

Peddie was the only one of the earlier batsmen to stay for
long, and he scored quietly off any loose balls. After he had
left came an absolute collapse, and Hodgkinson alone could
defend his wicket successfully. The last few batsmen certainly
played with a certain amount of pluck, and in the follow on they
again displayed determination to fight to the finish; but the
earlier batsmen once more collapsed rather unaccountably,
though Neve was bowling with much more fire.

Ross's were undoubtedly a superior team in all departments
of the game except the fielding, where they were not too good,
save for Nunn, Eglington and Forbes-Bassett.

Their bowling had much more life in it than that of Carey's,
and their batting, judged by the form displayed in this match 1
was far sounder and there was more of it.

Ross's beat Carey's by an innin~s and 85 runs,
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ROSS'S.
R. Eglington, lbw, b Wright 12
Ashmore, lbw, b Peddie 1
J. A. Nunn, c Kinnersly, b Sharpema. 104
I{. G. B. Reed, c Hindmarsh. b Rawlins 31
G. C. W. Neve, c Rawlins, b Sharpe ma, 82
R. G. Forbes-Bassett, b Peddie 13
K. C. P. Horsford, c Devitt, b Peddie 38
T.F, Witherby, b Peddie 2
Sharpe quart., c Hodgkinson, b Peddie 10
Weall, not out 7
Oliver ma., c Devilt, b Sharpe tert. ... 0

Byes 8, leg bye I, wides 7 16

Total 316

289

CAREY'S,
1si innings. 2nd innings.

G. Peddie, c Oliver, b Neve 44 lbw, b Neve 17
P. E. Devitt, b Witherby ... 6 b Witherby 0
J. E. F. Rawlins, b Witherby 5 bNeve 24
F. H. Wright, c and b Witherby 0 b Witherby 4
D. A. Hodgkinson, run out 25 b Witherby 7
Hindmarsh, lbw, b Witherby 4 b Neve 12
B. W. B. Sharpe, lbw, b Witherby 4 c and b Witherby 10
Lean, b Forbes-Bassett 0 b Neve 4
Cunningham, not out 10 c Asbmore, b F .-Bassett ... 17
Sharpe tert., b Neve 13 not out 11
Kinnersly ma., lbw, b Sharpe quart. 0 b Witberby 0

Byes 3, leg bye I, wide
Byes 3, leg byes 6, wides 1 10 ball 1 5

Total ... 121 Total ... III

BOWLING ANALYSIS,
ROSS'S.

Bowler. Overs. Maidens. Run•• Wickets.
G. Peddie 34 5 58 5
J. E. F. Rawlins 23 2 69 1
Sbarpe tert, 17 5 52 1
B. W. B. Sbarpe 21 3 56 2
Kinnersly ma. 9 1 21 0
F. H. Wrigbt 13 2 '33 1

CAREY'S, 1st innings.
G. W. C. Neve 13 1 36 2
R. G. Forbes-Bassett 23 5 33 1
T. F. Witberby 12 0 7 5
Sharpe quart. 1'3 0 7 1

CAREY'S, 2tld innings.
T. F. Witherby 10'4 0 36 5
R. G. Forbes-Bassett 18 6 26 1
G. C. W. Neve 11 1 35 4
Oliver 3 0 8 0
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FOOTBALL.

fN OVEMB-ER,

SHERBORNE V. YEOVIL CLUB.

The School defeated Yeovil Clubon Saturday, September27th,
by 19 points (2 goals, 1 try and 2 penalty goals) to 8 points
(l goal and 1 try).

After several minutes' play in the Yeovil half, from a good
heel N unn cut through and passed to Kendal, who gave to
Kinnersly to score near the posts, Whitham failing to convert
(3-nil). Another heel sent the ball down to Wright, who cut
through and passed back for Nunn to score under the posts,
Lean converting (8-nil). Lean then kicked a penalty goal,
thus bringing the score at half-time to l1-nil.

Yeovil were the next to score through a wild pass from the
scrum and weak tackling by the School three-quarters. The
kick failed (11-3). Whitham then kicked a good penalty
goal (14-3). Yeovil were now pressing, but \iVright relieved
the pressure by a good run followed by a cross-kick, which
bounced fortunately for N unn, who, backing up well and
showinga great turn of speed, scored for Lean to convert (19-3).

Finally Yeovil broke from a line-out and following some
close passing, a forward by good dribbling scored for the try to
be converted (19-8).

It was a promising start for the season as far as the forwards
and halves were concerned, but the three-quarters had a
tendency to muddle and jumble, and lacked neatness and co
operation. Whitham at full back defended very well, though
his kicking was not up to his usual standard. N unn was the
best of the backs, and all the forwards were prominent at one
or other period of the game.

The School Team-J. P. Whitham; P. E. Devitt, F. H.
Wright (capt.), J. E. F. Rawlins, Latham ma.; J. A. Nunn,
Dyball; J. Kendal, B. W. B. Sharpe, T. E. H. Panton, Cliff,
Kinnersly, Weall, Lean, Barnes.

SCHOOL v. BLACKHEATH "A."

This match, played on the Upper on October 4th, resulted
in a win for the School by 16 points to 11.
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The School started well, as from the first scrum, Wright cut
through and gave Whitham a clean run in. The School had
the better of the first half, \Vright and Nunn combining well,
the latter scoring two tries from return passes from Wright
after he had cut through.

Blackheath scored through their out-half, who picked up on
the run and went straight through for a good try, which Devitt
converted.

The second half was more level: N unn scored an individual
try by barging through the Blackheath scrum, but Devitt made
a good run which ended in a try in the corner, and shortly
after kicked a good goal from a mark. \Vhitham was tried as
a wing three-quarter, and kept Devitt well in check.

The forwards did well, Kendal, Kinnersly and Cliff being
perhaps the best, but they are rather apt to fail to tackle a man
when he picks up in the loose. Higginson was slow in the
base of the scrum, but his defensive work was very sound.
Nunn was very good at out-half, and Wright and Whitham
were a powerful wing.

School XV-Witherby, back; J. P. Whitham, J. E. F.
Rawlins, F. H. \Vright, H. D. Latham, three-quarter backs;
J. A. Nunn, Higginson, half-backs; J. Kendal, B.\V.B. Sharpe,
Kinnersly, Cliff, Lean, Weall, Barnes, Neve, forwards.

Blackheath "A" XV-J. Kelly, back; Sir T. G. Devitt,
W. E. Hind, J. E. Conway, L. B. Box, three-quarter backs;
J. C. Blake, R. C. Hubbard, half-backs; J. G. Bell, C. R.
Honnywill, W. M. Mason, W. J. Stitt, T. F. Witherby,
\V. E. Tucker, F. J. Parsons, Whitely, forwards.

SCHOOL tl. EXETER.

Exeter kicked off towards the town with'the wind behind
them. Scrambling play took place till N unn used a free kick
to gain some ground and a run by Rawlins took play to the

.~

I
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Exeter line. Wright ran right through the Exeter side and
Lean converted (5-0). A minute later Nunn cut through
and from the ensuing grovel in the Exeter twenty-five all the
School outsides handled and Devitt scored (8-0). Cliff and
Nunn next started an attack and the School kept up the
pressure. A strong attack saw Exeter penalised for offside and
Lean added three points (ll-O). Then for the first time
the Exeter forwards attacked, and kick and rush tactics forced
\Vitherby to touch down. Kendal was prominent in subsequent
play, and Nunn relieved pressure witha good punt. The School
were getting the ball pretty well and N unn was in excellent
form, so that the outsides had plenty of chances. Wright was
very successful as an individualist, and Rawlins, who wasshow
ing very marked improvement in pace and opportunities,scored a
pretty try just before half time, Lean adding the points (16-0).
The School had completely got the upper hand and both at
forward and outside did much as they pleased. The Exeter
defence was very poor and gave but little helpful practice for
our subsequent matches. Kinnersly was very sound among
the forwards, but all were obvious at various times. Dyball's
passing gave N unn plenty of chances, and he was able to get
the three-quarters moving time after time.

On resuming Devitt was noticeable for good kicking, and
Wright for a great run. Rawlins then scored after a pretty
individual effort, Lean converting (21-0). Loose play followed,
and Exeter attacked spasmodically, but found Witherby pretty
safe. A great forward rush followed, in which Kendal, N eve,
Cliff and Weall shared, the latter scoring (24--0). Play now
deteriorated and became less interesting, except perhaps for the
success of Panton as hook while playing for Exeter in the
second half. Play on the whole was loose and scrambling till
Nunn did a beautiful feint and scored (24-0). There was
another spectacular rush by the forwards, then Wright ran
through and Lean converted, the final score being School,
5 goals, 1 penalty goal, 2 tries (34 points), Exeter, O.

It will perhaps suffice to say that the sending of so weak
a side from Exeter did them no credit and gave the School no
pleasure; and it is the first time in the history of the School,
and we hope the last, that a visiting official has stopped the
game to make sure that the School were only playing 15 men.
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School Teatn-Witherby, back; ]. P. Whitham, ]. E. F.
Rawlins, F. H. Vhight, P. E. Devitt, three-quarter backs;
]. A. Nunn, Dyball, half backs; ]. Kendal, B. W. B. Sharpe,
R. A. Kinnersly, C. J. A. T. Cliff, L. G. Weall, R. D. Lean,
N eve, Barnes, forwards.

SHERBORNE 'tI. DOWNSIDE.

The School played Downside at Downside on Saturday,
October 18th, and were defeated by 22 points (2 goals 4 tries),
to 5 points (1 goal).

The School played quite well in the first half. After
20 minutes' even play, the School forwards brought off a good
heel, the ball went to Wright, who cut through and passed back
to N unn, who scored after a good run beneath the posts, Lean
converting. Downside replied by scoring from a line-out: the
try was converted by a good kick, bringing the score at half
time to 5 all.

The second half was a complete disaster: the whole side,
particularly the forwards, went all to pieces. Downside scored
five times and seemed to find little opposition. Kinnerslyalone
of the forwards was good and played well throughout. Of the
outsides, Wright, Nunn and vVhitham worked very hard, but
received no support and were well marked. Downside showed
themselves to be a strong side with weight and pace, but they
were more than flattered by the feeblene~s of the defence.

Sherborne Team-]. P. Whitham, back; P. E. Devitt,
F. H. Wright -<capt.), ]. E. F. Rawlins, Latham ma., three
quarter bacl{s; ]. A. Nunn, Dyball, half-backs; ]. Kendal,
B. W. B. Sharpe, R. A. Kinnersly, T. E. H. Panton, C.]. A. T.
L. G. vVeall, R. D. Lean, Neve, forwards.

Dowl1side-N. Thornely, back; P. ]ukes, ]. Hulton (capt.),
C. Sheldon, C. Mitchell, three-quarter backs; R. Arbuthnot,
M. J. Turnbull, half-backs; C. Turnbull, A. Poett, C. Haddon
Cave,W. Beale,V. Foden-Pattison, N. Mackenzie, P. Littledale,
W. Ritchie, forwards.
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2ND XV v. DOWNSIDE.

Downside won the toss, and elected to play towards Yeovil.
Play was uneventful until Balfour cut through and kicked;
Baker followed up, but failed to score. During the next ten
minutes three free kicks were given, one in favour of Downside,
and the other two for the School, but neither side gained any
advantage. A few minutes later the ball was passed to Baker, who
scored. Kendal converted (5-0). After this there followed three
free kicks in favour of the School. Just before half time the
School were pressing, and Higginson cut through from a grovel
and scored. Kendal failed to convert (8-0).

In the beginning of the game it seemed as though Downside
was going to win, but after half time the School pressed nearly
all the time, except for once when the opposing team scored.
The School was playing badly, and Downside seemed off their
game. In the tight the School forwards generally got the ball,
but in the loose they gave way to a heavier pack. Our inside
three-quarters persistently refused to pass out to their wings,
and consequently they, especially Baker, had little opportunity
of showing off their merits. The final score was 13 points to 3.

The School Team-\Vitherby, back; Baker ma., Bailey,
Puckle ma., Evans, three-quarter backs; Balfour, Higginson,
half-backs; Barnes, Whiteley, Standring-Smith, Stanton,
Kendal, Carson, MacGillivray, Alderton, forwards.

COLTS V. DOWNSIDE.

This match was played at Downside, and ended in a victory
for the Colts by two goals and three tries to a try. The forwards
under Kelway were excellent, Woods, Kelwayand Philp being
most prominent. N ewman played well at scrum half and the
three-quarters were fair, except for wild passing. Devitt was
safe at back. Spedding was valuable on the wing, and scored
two tries, the others being obtained by Hamilton, Garner and
Woods, the latter converting two of them.

School-Devitt, back; Spedding, Hanult, Kinnersly,Clementi,
three-quarter backs; Garner, Newman, half backs; Woods,
Kelway, Philp, Holt, de Carteret, Rugg-Gunn, Windus, Hillyar,
forwards.
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To the Editor of The Shirburnian.
Dear Sir,

While in Southport, I went to see a show called "The Rising Genera
tion," and was disgusted to see a made-up youth in an 0.5. blazer, acting
the supposed part of a public school "blood"; but in reality behaving like
a small boy in a preparatory school, and an "oik" at that. I at once sent
round my card asking whether he was an 0.5., and, if not, why was he
wearing an 0.5. blazer?

In the second act he had changed into a Bradfield one.

I saw him afterwards and he was apologetic about it, and said he was
an old Bradfield boy, and then admitted that wearing his old school blazer
on the stal;e was distasteful to him, and he could well imagine my indigna
tion at my seeing myoId school made a fool of.

Something ought to be done to stop the false wearing of these colours
on the stage, and the public schools ought to give a lead.

I have written to the producer in London about it.

Yours sincerely,

S. G. WOOLMER.

HOUSES.

The School House (a).
lames', Curteis', Wood's, Whitehead's, \Vildman's, Carey's (b).

Tancock's, vVilson's, Dunkin's, Bensly's (e).
B'anch's, Bell's, Bensly's, Tindall's, Fox's (d).

Hetheriqton's, Rhoades', Hodgson's, King's, Elderton's (/).
Milford's, Ross's (g I.

O'Hanlon's (h).
Town (T).

Preparatory (Prep.):





NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

All Business Communications

with regard to the Shirburnian
should be made to the Publishers
Messrs. F. Bennett & Co.,
The Parade, Sherborne, to whom·
alone Subscriptions shculd be

sent.



NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

All Letters and Articles intended for publication should
be sent to the EDITOR, School House, Sherborne, Dorset.

The Annual Subscription is 6/6 including postage. The
Shirbll'miall is published six times in the year, twice each
term.

Subscribers changing their addresses are requested to
communicate at once with the PUBLISHERS, as otherwise
the Sltirbllmiall cannot possibly be forwarded to them.
This applies especially to subscribers entering or leaving
the Universities.

No anonymous contribution will be accepted, but the
full name must be enclosed in a sealed envelope, which
will not be opened if the article be rejected.

If an article is to be continued in successive numbers,
the whole is to be sent in at once.

No contribution will be inserted, which is not the bona fide
production of some one who is, or has been, a Member of
the School.

\Ve decline to hold ourselves responsible for the opinions
of our contributors.

Contributors are requested to write legibly, and
only on ONE side of the paper.


