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EDITORIAL.

VOL. XXXIII.

I N this number of the" Shirburnian " it will be seen that
a Debating Society has been formed. For a long time

past agitation has been made, and made justifiably, for the
institution of such a Society, and it is hoped that next
term will see the success of the undertaking. Hitherto the
" Sopbists " have incorporated the fUlIctions of a Debating
Society and a Dramatic Society, with the unhappy results
that neither of these branches has been a snccess and the old
" Sophists" have become extinct. But as the Phoenix from
its own ashes, the .C Sophists" have been regenerated as a
purely Dramatic Society, whose object is to produce one or
two plays, well acted, each term. Under l\fr. Fox's able
supervision we have already enjoyed t,YO most successful
evenings, and the performance of "In the Next Room"
really excited the audience. Indeed, someone ,vas heard to
make the amazed remark, "I did not realise that the
Sophists could thrill you."

Let it be kllOwn that they are able to do so, and with the
support of the School we trust that the" Debating Society"
and tbe regenerated" Sophists" may flouriHh HllCccHHfully,
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We may here add, on behalf of the School, our most
sincere thanks to H. C. Hanrott, Esq., for his most kind
gift of an etching by Wenzel Hollar, after the original by
Hans Holbein (the younger), of Edward VI, when Prince of
Wales. The etching is now hanging in the Library.

SCHOOL NEWS.

Congratulations to the following on receiving their School
Colours :-

1ST XV.
Oct. 31st-W.lVI. IV!. lVIilligan
Nov. 7th-C. lVI. R. Spedding

R. Eglington
R. Bertram

Nov.14th-J. \V. N. Sharpe
Nov. 21st-E. R. D. Sworder

H. C. Carver
Dec. 5th-J. W. A. Lowis

R.Pbilp

2ND XV.
Oct. 26th-J. W. N. Sharpe
act. 31st-I. D. M. Wilson

G. C. Ashmore
F. A. Simmonds

Nov. 8th-F. J. Helbling
H. Egremont
G. C. de la Condamine

Dec. 5th-T. K. West
1\. V. Page
G. \V. H. Peters
G. R. Hawes



1926.] The Shirburnian

3RDXV.

Nov. 14th-Newman
Reed
Ashdown
Kreyer
Rugg-Gunn
Taylor
Green
Milligan mi.
Sahebzada
Fladgate
Wagner
Cooper
Reynolds
Greig
Gladden

COLTS' BADGES.

Nov. 6th-Tallent
Apperly
Wright mi.
Hunt
Haselden
Hawes mi.

Nov. 18th--Bellamy
Hopcraft
Beer
Nunn
Paterson
Carey ma.
Greig mi.
Crees
Tilby

CLASS LEADERS' BADGES.

Nov. 4th-G. P. Humphries-Davies
E. R. D. Sworder
D. 1\1. Clementi
D. C. Smith
R. G. B. Reed
A. V. Page
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O.S. NEWS.

[DECEMBER,

The heartiest congratulations to General Sir Claud ] acob
on being promoted to the rank of Field-Marshal.

Congratulations to R. G. Forbes-Bassett on captaining the
Hampshire Rugby Football team.

L. H. Bean (d) has been awarded a Scholarship on appoint
ment to a commission in the Somerset Light Infantry.

Rathmell vVilson has just produced a new book called" The
\iVandering Gentile." It contains impressions of his recent
travels around the Mediterranean Sea, and through the Syrian
Desert into Iraq.

MARRIAGE.

On September 22nd, P. B. lames (c) to Miss Bertha
\Vhitechurch.

owpov aowpov.

N os Princeps animo benigniore
Iussit post medium vacare solem ;
Ne quis ludere follibus laboret
Vel saevum manibus ligare caestum,
Neu declivia cursibus pererret,
Cautumst. Quae simul omnibus voluptas!
Quin cessamus et otium supini
Gratum amplectimur in loco iocosque ?
Ad corvos abeant mali magistri,
Invisum et pereat genus librorum ;
Nil membra haec hodieque mens aget nil.
Quid dixi? Placet in loco vacare ?
Edendumst simulacrum inane pugnae.

At, namque omnibus est nihil molestum,
CompJures hodie vacant magistri.

S.T.
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The death is announced of CANON EGLINGTON,
aged 54 years.

FRANCIS ALGERNON FULFORD died in a nursing
home at Exmouth on November 4th, after a long
illness. He was born on September 5th, 1861, and
came to Sherborne (Curteis' House) in the Summer
of 1876. After leaving Sherborne and King's College,
London, he was Assistant Engineer on the Canadian
Pacific Railway, then Secretary to the Royal
Commission on Civil Establishments (1886-91), and
subsequently Private Secretary to two Presidents of
the Board of Agriculture.

He was head of a family that for seven hundred
years has been well-known in Devonshire and has
played a leading part in many stirring events of
English history. During the last two years of his
illness he bore much suffering with a courage worthy
of his forbears. He accepted his inevitable doom
with a calm faith that nothing could shake, and to
talk with him during those two years of pain was a
privilege that carries an enduring memory of dignity
and strength. He was keenly interested in
Sherborne news and in the development of the
School since his day. He is buried near his own
home, Great Fulford. in the parish of Dunsford.
To him may well be applied the words which Hooker
spoke of President Garfield, "Life's race well run;
life's work well done; life's victory won;" and those
who knew him are happy to think of him as laid to
rest, near the home which travels far afield had oniy
taught him to love the more, with" his heart at
peace under an English heaven," for he was typically
of our race.
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CAMBRIDGE O.S. LETTER.

[DECEMBER,

There are 54 O.SS. in residence, slightly fewer than last year.
Devitt having gone down, \Vhitham remained to represent
Sherborne in the Rugby XV. He was playing splendidly when
he broke his leg against Dublin; it was execrably bad luck,
and a serious loss to the side.

Another Devitt has achieved immediate distinction in another
sphere: and on the principle of ladies first he is deserving of
precedence. The writer was more fortunate than some on the
first night of the A.D.C. Christmas H.evue, escaping notice
until the final choflls when Devitt graCIOusly threw him a rose;
if he had been seen earlier perhaps he would have been subjected
to the painful attentions which were so distressing to highly
respectable professors! For one of Devitt's many roles-he
made Protean changes from faun to female-was that of
"Janey" in the song "You don't look as good as you think you
look, but you're good enough for me," in which he ogled certain
members of the audience with the help of a mirror flashed in
their faces. Sometimes the results were inexpressibly comic!
a.ss. were very much to the fore in this delightful entertain
ment. Clinton-Baddeley has written the major part of it, and
acted in some particularly amusing parts. Perowne is presi
dent and stage manager of the A.D.C. and took a small part.
B. C. \Vright-who bas very attractive rooms in Old Court,
Corpus-nightly underwent strange metamorphosis into a
member of the beanty chorus: and Fitz-Gerald (King's) is
wardrobe master (assisted by \Vright). [It will, we feel sure,
be no reflection upon Fitz-Gerald if we mentioa a widespread
feeling that this post ought to have been filled by one or other
of the distinguished O.SS. of Queens' College. It was un
fortunate that their very extensive and up-ta-date experience
could not be placed at the service of the A.D.C., but they are
busy men, and the matter is in capable hands.] J. E. F.
Rawlins played in the 'Varsity golf trial and we are wondering
in what department he will next distinguish himself, having
already played for his college at cricket and rugger, thrown in
a Pilgrims' cricket tour by the way, and even, it is said, banged
the hockey ball after the best Sherborne traditions of the game.
E. S. \Varner is captain of boats, so that Sherborne, if weak in
numbers, is well represented at Queens'. Caius and Corpus,
as usual, have the largest quota with eight and seven. At the
former Bond has been performing successfully at Fenners in
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polo and high jumps; \iVeall, as will be known to most by now,
won a boxing Blue last year: Latham, Payne, Shippam,
and Devitt came up this term. C. R. Hopwood is captain of
Corpus Rugby and played for the second time in the Seniors'
Match; we are all sorry that he has not reached yet greater
success at the game; he plays for 'Varsity A and Richmond A,
and sometimes, we are told, for his college: Puckle and
Kinnersly are also in the Corpus side, and the latter played in
the Freshers' Match with distinction; also for 'Varsity A. In
Trinity also are seven O.SS. T. K. Bower is our secretary
and Tozer, who may be seen without difficulty on the river, is
the only freshman. In Pembroke, Forrester and \Vilcox have
brought the number up to six, of whom Spens was secretary of
the Boat Club last year and was tried for the 'Varsity, but is
giving up rowing this year to revert to cricket in the summer,
and Fraser is secretary of the Debating and Historical Societies.
Lean and Nunn paid Cambridge a visit this term: the former
said he enjoyed watching the Relays, so perhaps N lmn enjoyed
watching the XV play Swansea! It is to be hoped that Lean
reached Oxford that night and did not faH by the way like
some of his fellows; but we fear that in any case he is 5/- out
of pocket!

The best news has been kept to the end. Assiduous readers
of The Daily Mirror will have seen a picture of an undergraduate
leaping off Magdalene Bridge in cap and gown, with umbrella;
they mayor may not have recognised in him an old Shirburnian
who does much to keep the flag flying in Cambridge. Ask him
if the ducking was worth while when you meet him!

It remains only to apologise to those whom it is impossible
to mention for lack of space-and to ask you to sympathise
with \Vhitham and not to forget Oxford: December 14th will
be past history when you read this-but that is all the more
reason for your sympathy!

THE DEBATING SOCIETY.

A Debating Society has been formed and it is proposed that
it should become active next term. All members of the Upper
Sixth are eligible for election upon application, and ten others
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from the School who wish to become members, preference being
given to those who are in the Sixth Form.

Two or three debates will be held in the Michaelmas and
Lent Terms, which may be attended by anyone who wishes to
be present. W.M.M.M.

ENTERTAINMENT.

l\1r. J. Chester's rollicking entertainment on October 23rd
seemed to be genuinely appreciated by the Radley XV and by
a large majority of the School. The audience were ready to
laugh even before Mr. Chester had opened his mouth, so that
many of his words were drowned in roars of laughter. Mr.
Chester proved himself an adept not only on the piano, but as
a conjuror, a mimic and an actor: some amusing verses set to
haunting tunes, which included the old favourite, "The Big
Drum-Major," and an ingenious skit on the" Penny-Dreadful"
serial story, were skilfully interwoven with some new jokes and
some" old chestnuts." The best item was a recitation by a
gentleman of the Lord Augustus Vere-de-Vere type in which
"The Schooner Hesperus," "Casabianca," "The Village
Blacksmith" and other familiar victims of parody were mixed
up to make the most clever nonsense. Two wise and
stimulating serious poems served as an admirable foil to the
rest of the programme, which was marred, we felt, by the
inclusion of several sketches in a VVest-Country dialect. It
was a pleasant and diverting programme, chiefly because it
catered for everyone's tastes.

MADAME FACHIRI'S CONCERT.

It is always a great pleasure, though one that is far too rare,
to be able to go to a concert with absolute certainty beforehand
of complete enjoyment. It was, however, with well-justified
feelings of this sort that the concert of Madame Adila Fachiri,
on Wednesday, November 3rd, was anticipated by the School;
nor can anyone have been disappointed.
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The programme was excellent: it provided for all tastes, and
if the Spohr and the last four pieces sounded rather dull after
the other two, that was only to be expected seeing that the first
of those was a Mozart sonata and the second the Chaconne of
Bach.

As for the a~tistes, Madame Fachiri, as usual, surpasses all
criticism. In the Mozart her violin did not sound like an
instrument of this poor world at all. The whole Sonata was
infused from beginning to end with the gay spirit of the great
composer himself. Each movement sparkled and radiated with
joy, and any listener could easily see and feel that both violinist
and pianist enjoyed playing the work thoroughly.

In the Chaconne, which was played as it should be played,
without any accompaniment, Madame Facbiri displayed all her
abilities to the full. Her technique was flawless, difficult
passages were played with that fluency and ease which only
the truly great can realise, and not only that, just the right
feeling was conveyed to the mind of the listener. In fact it
was altogether a superb rendering, and will remain long in the
memory of those who were fortunate enough to hear it.

The rest of the programme, the Spohr concerto and the four
shorter pieces, was naturally on a far lower plane musically
than the Bach and the Mozart. Nevertheless, it would be
impossible to find any faults in the rendering of anyone of
them. All are quite perfect.

A word must be said of Mr. Bertram H arrison, the
accompanist. His playing reached a very high level indeed,
and his style, marked by his absolute ease and the fluency of
his technique, was beyond reproach. Indeed, the whole concert
was above criticism.

The programme was as follows :-

Sonata in D major for Violin and Piano (K. No.306) Mozart

Chaconne (for Violin alone) Bach

Concerto, No. 8 (GesaJlgsCetle) Spohr

l.

2.

3.

4. (a) Slavonic Dance, No. 3
(b) Hungarian Dance
(c) The Tenpenny-bit (jig)
(d) Preludium ed Allegro

Dvorlik-Kreisler
Brahms-Joachim

arr. Herbert HlIghes
PlIg1zafli-Kreisler

K.D.F.
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SONG RECITAL.

1\1r. Steuart \Vilson came down to sing to us on November
27th, and those privileged to hear him were unanimous in their
praise. The whole programme - which we append - was
cleverly constructed for its purpose, and from such a galaxy of
delight it would be invidious to single out any item for particular
praise; but, if such a choice had to be made, we should select
Vaughan- Williams' lovely setting of "The Water Mill:"
perhaps the most perfect piece of lyrical painting since
Stamford's " Fairy Lough."

\Ve look back on Mr. Steuart Wilson's visit with pleasure,
and look forward to a return visit with eager anticipation.

Programme :-

C. V. Stanford
R. Vaughan Williams

John Dowlalld, 1604
J aIm Dowland

John Bartlett,1624
John Bartlett

"
""

"

"Clive Carey
C. A. Gibbs

16th Century

"

I. Lutellist SOllgS.
(a) Fine Knacks for Ladies
(b) A Farewell to Arms
(c) Whither runneth my Sweetheart
(d) When from my Love

11. Tudor Ballads,
(a) The Spanish Lady's Love
(b) Phillida flouts me
(c) Hey Boys, up go we

Ill. Schubert Songs.
(a) Spring-time
(b) Schubert and his Piano
(c) The Pied Piper
(d) Earthly happiness
(e) To Music

IV. Modern Songs.
(a) The Monkey's Carol
(b) The Water Mill
(c) Linden Lea
(d) Melmillo
(e) Five Eyes

V. Folk Songs.
(a) The Bailiff's Daughter of Islington... arr.Clive Carey
(b) Come My Own One arr. Georgc Butterworth
(c) The Derby Ram arr. Lucy Broadwood
(d) Rio Grande
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LECTURE.

337

On the evening of Thursday, December 2nd, Captain
Carpenter, V.c., lectured with slides on the British Navy. His
light and amusing style rendered what might have proved a
dull and uninteresting subject a great success. No one could
help feeling a profound pride in our navy, and his claim that
it was the finest body of men in the world was well grounded.
No one who remembers the story of Zeebrugge can possible
doubt its past excellence, and, as Captain Carpenter said, it is
the duty of the present generation to see that it does not
deteriorate from that standard.

Captain Carpenter began by showing how the British Empire
was won by the ability of the English nation to send their
armies across the seas. The navy was responsible for this,
and it is also the means of the preservation of that Empire and
its trade routes. To such an extent are we dependent upon
the dominions for the necessities of life here in England, that
we cannot afford to let our Empire go, and it is therefore
essential for our navy to be powerful in order to preserve it.

Against the navy and mercantile marine, he said, it is often
argued that in a few years time all transport will be by air.
This was quite impossible; it takes two hundred airships of
the very latest and largest type to carry the cargo of a simple
steamer, such as are daily crossing the Atlantic. Nor will the
development of aerial warfare in any way affect the main
tenance of the navy, for bombs from the air make practically
no impression on a battleship whatever.

Having made clear the importance of our navy, Captain
Carpenter spoke of the possibilities of the naval career. Some
perhaps were wavering between flying and going to sea. In
the navy it was possible to do both. He showed several slides
of aeroplane-carriers and naval planes. Those who went in for
this branch of the navy stood just as good a chance of pro
motion as any other officer.

It is perfectly possible for any boy on leaving school to enter
the navy; it is not necessary to go to Dartmouth. Those that
enter when they are older are selltto the"Ereblls"for a year, after
which they join their ship. They are in no way considered
junior to those who have taken the longer course. Though he
spoke of the games and enjoyment which the naval career
entailed, he laid special emphasis on the fact that it is useless
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to join with the idea of having a good time, Hard work is the
rule, not ease.

In the navy there are three branches of officers, the executive,
the paymaster and the engineer officer. The former can fly
alternately with serving on board ship. The paymaster need
not have perfect eyesight, and is therefore a rank to be aimed
at by those who are refused a post as executive officer for any
imperfection of their sight. It is a mistake to consider that the
paymaster takes no active part in actual fighting. On the
contrary, he is one of the most important fighting men on
board, being connected with firing the guns. The engineer
officer has a longer training then the others, lasting for four
years. Every officer is, however, given a short course in
engineering.

Captain Carpenter showed no sentimentality as regards
disarmament. He fully realized how essential it is for England
to maintain a really efficient navy, and that it is impossible to
forego our naval supremacy as long as there is any danger
likely to threaten the Empire in any quarter. It is on our navy
that our safety depends.

THE SOPHISTS.

A Dramatic Society has been inaugrated this term, which,
through want of a better name, still calls itself "The Sophists."
The object is to produce modern plays of merit as well as scenes 
from Shakespeare, and also one or two lighter plays for the
benefit of the uninitiated members of the School. It also hopes
to give those who like acting an opportunity of demonstrating
their talents. There are rehearsals twice a week, but owing to
lack of time and other school engagements, the plays are bound
to be read. The Society is going in for the Shakespearean
Competition which has been started this year to gain funds for
the new Stratford-on-Avon Theatre. Certain set scenes will be
read before the Judge, Mr. H. H. Hulbert, who is coming to
Sherborne at the beginning of next term.

On Saturday, November 20th, the Sophists held their first
performance under their new organization. Its success cannot
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be denied; the whole performance, each piece, whether light
or serious, was well staged, and quite a high standard of acting
was reached. The first part of the performance was a portion
of the Agamemnon. The acting was perhaps best in this,
though the lack of action that characterises a Greek play
is always inclined to make it dull. The play opened with
the soliloquy of the sentinel, during which the dawn broke,
which was quite effectively imitated by skilful manipulation
of the electric lights. The chorus then came on the stage.
They were especially good; they had five lines to speak, and
they did them justice. Mrs. Rees played the part of Kly~am
nestra very nicely.

This was followed by a short play called" The Miracle" by
members of Westcott House. Findeisen was the making of
the piece. He was admirably suited to his part, that of a
tyrannical sick-nurse, and he has the great gift of knowing
exactly where to stop. He did not overdo the part in any way.
His facial contortions and the intonation of his voice were above
all criticism. Harris and Hardy both acted well, though
perhaps somewhat eclipsed by Findeisen's excellent perfor
mance.

The second play acted by Mr. O'Hanlon's House was called
"References." It was also of a humorous character, and also
well acted. Findeisen again took the leading part, and did it
justice. The third of the lighter plays was called" Parents,"
in which a desperate widower spoils his daughter, and an
equally desperate widow spoils her son, and neither have the
heart to resist them. The result is too obvious to require ex
pression.

The second serious piece was the trial scene from the
" Merchant of Venice." Here again the acting was good, and,
considering the inevitable lack of scenery, and the fact that the
scene was read, quite impressive. Mrs. Rees took the part of
Porth splendidly, and Clarke made an excellent Shylock.
Mr' Fox is to be congratulated on the great success he made
of the first performance of the reorganised Society. \Ve hope
he will be equally successful in the future.

"IN THE NEXT ROOM."

It might well have been doubted whether the choice of this
play for the Sophists' second performance tbis term was quite
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fortunate. Light and humorous plays are all very well, one
might say, but can the Sophists produce that feeling of tension
and apprehension which are necessary for the effective pro
duction of a detective play, while they read their parts, and are
necessarily greatly handicapped by the inevitable sparseness of
scenery? Such fears were entirely unfounded. The Sophists
proved themselves capable of creating the right atmosphere for
a play of such a nature and of sustaining it throughout.

The standard of the acting in this play was extremely high,
perhaps higher than ever before; and in this respect especially,
that the whole caste was composed of persons who could really
act, and it was not the case, as so often happens, that merits of
the leading players were counterbalanced by the inferior acting
of those who took the lesser parts. Each character had been
carefully studied, and was ably taken.

The clothes were also effectively managed, and full use was
made of such little make-ups as were available, all of which
tended to add to the reality of the performance. M. Armand
looked a Frenchman from head to foot, and what is more, spoke
and gesticulated perfectly in accordance with the traditional
character of that nationality. Parks, too, looked his part
thoroughly, and adapted his voice quite delightfully Findeisen
had one of the most difficult parts to play, and did it very well ;
he looked guilty and shifty, and even his voice seemed to have
a half insane ring in it. Harris took the part of Mr. Van tine,
and managed to die really effectively. VYe hope it was not too
painful. Hardy looked his part rather better than he acted it,
but was 110t a failure. Lang found natural difficulty in making
his few bold statements sound interesting. Fladgate makes a
good hero, and his moustache suited him. Of those who took
the female parts, 1\1rs. Rees was excellent; she is entirely a
natural actress. Harley made a prim and courteous duchess,
and his delightful little mannerisms were quite apposite.
Another word of praise is due to Holt, who made nearly as
good a criminal as he did a Freuchman, as which he was
almost unreproachable.

So far almost everything has been said in praise, and it is
certainly extremely hard to find fault justifiably. Perhaps the
broken cuff-link was dropped rather ostentatiously, and the
weapons produced were comical rather than realistic. But
such are mere trivialities. The arrangement of the stage, the
excellence of the acting, the able production of tht whole
by 'Mr. Fox, all contributed to mal\e the play a complete
success.
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FOOTBALL.

SCHOOL V. BLACKHEATH " A."

Played at Sherborne on Saturday, October 30th; lost by
30 points (3 goals, 5 tries), to nil.

Play started well for the School, who carried the ball into the
Blackheath half immediately, and were awarded a penalty kick
within shooting distance. Eglington just failed to convert, the
ball hitting the cross-bar. Blackheath soon, however, began to
show their superiority, which lay mainly in their three-quarter
line. Both their left and right wing were considerably faster
than any player on the School side, and their passing, though
often thoroughly unorthodox, was more accurate and less blind
than that of the School. The School three-quarters did not
make enough ground when finding touch, and the tackling of
the insides was rather unreliable. The forwards did well to
hold a rather heavier scrum, and they seemed to get their full
share of the ball; but they do not yet seem to have learnt to
use their feet neatly and effectively. Sharpe played a good
game at back.

Several times the School looked like scoring, but failed
through inability to carry out a correct passing movement,
and also through the superior tackling of the other side. Their
tries were practically all scored after a long run up the field,
rather than stolen during moments of fierce play near the School
goal. Such crises were many, but by vicious and, as it seemed,
indefatigable defence-work, disaster was nearly always averted.
During the first half Blackheath scored three goals and one try
(18--0). During the second half play was perhaps more evenly
contested, but nevertheless four more tries were scored against
the School, leaving the final score at 3D-nil.

School-J. W. N. Sharpe; R. F. C. Witherby, C. l\LR. Sped
ding, Wilson, Simmonds; J. W. A. Lowis, E. R. D. Sworder,;
E. C. Alderton, R. Eglington, R. Philp, W. M. 1\1. l\Iilligan,
H. C. Carver, R. Bertram, A. G. de Carteret, Ashmore.

SCHOOL V. TONBRIDGE.

This match was played at Tonbridge on November 6th and
resulted in a win for Tonbridge by 14 points (1 goal and 3 tries)
to 3 (1 try).
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The ground was slippery, but not sufficiently wet to make the
ball difficult to handle; and there was a slight wind which we
had behind us for the first half. From the kick-off Tonbridge
took the ball into our twenty-five, but thanks to a fine rush by
our forwards we were soon attacking the Tonbridge line. Once
we nearly scored through Lowis backing up Witherby on the
wing, and a second time Wilson got over the line only to be had
back for an almost imperceptible knock-on. Our attack was
ended by one of our forwards who, when within ten yards of the
line, kicked the ball hard and very foolishly for Tonbridge to
touch down. From the drop-out Spedding made a mark,
from which he failed to drop a goal by inches. Then came the
Tonbridge attack, which lasted too long to be pleasant. How
ever our forwards played gallantly and our outsides tackled far
better than in any previous match: but the continuous pres'=
sure was bound to tell and a few minutes before half-time one of
the Tonbridge outsides succeeded in scrambling over for a try
which was not converted.

So far we had had the better of the play, but had failed to
score. The first ten minutes of the second half decided the
match. Our forwards failed to get the ball rather frequently
and under the concentrated attack our outsides' defence
cracked. The result was two tries for Tonbridge, one of which
was converted. These disasters fortunately did not lead to
rout, but they might well have done if Sharpe had not made a
magnificent tackle. Our forwards then did a piece of dribbling
worthy of a first-class pack right down the field, heeled the ball
at the right moment and nearly allowed us to score through
Lowis, who had again backed up well. Next came a fine cut
through by Sworder, but unfortunately the last pass went
astray. Play was then carried to the middle of the field and
Tonbridge attacked, but Wilson intercepted a pass, got away
and gave Helbling a clear run in from the half-way line. Helb
ling was caught two yards from the try line: if he had moved
a yard to one side or the other he could not have failed to score.
But of course there ought to have been someone there to back
him up. Soon after this our forwards showed how well they
can play when necessary. They heeled the ball after a good
rush, and after a fine bit of play-the only real good bit of
attacking in the match-by Sworder and Wilson, Helbling
scored in the corner.

Though defeated we were anything but a "beaten" side;
Our forwards were up against a much heavier pack, and yet
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they gave us plenty of the ball outside the scrum. They all
played about as well as they can, though at one time they adopt
ed the disastrous tactics of trying to take the ball through a
heavier scrum. Outside the scrum our defence was good for
the most part, but our attack was weak chiefly due to slow
passing; and we had not the penetrating power to make the
most of our opportunities. Fortunately, however, Tonbridge
were as erratic outside the scrum as we were! Lowis and
Sworder had the most difficult job, for they were opposed to
the two best players on the Tonbridge side, but all the same
they did their job very well. Lowis and Witherby got through
an enormous amount of work, but Lowis's passing was rather
funereal. Sharpe was as steady and safe as one could wish a
full-back to be.

School-J. W. N. Sharpe; R. F. C. Witherby, C. M. R.
Spedding, J. D.M. Wilson, Helbling; J. W. A. Lowis, E. R. D.
Sworder,; J. W. Kelway, E. C. Alderton, W. M. M. l\Iilligan,
R. Eglington, R. Philp, H. C. Carver, R. Bertram, A. G. de
Carteret,

SCHOOL V. BLUNDELL'S.

Played at Sherbome on Saturday, November 13th, and lost
by 3 points to 16 (2 goals, 1 penalty goal and 1 try).

Weather conditions were about as unfavourable as they
could be. The School started playing towards Yeovil against
a strong wind and with rain driving in their faces. Kicking
was almost impossible; often ground was lost when a kick
was attempted. The ball was too greasy for the three-quarters
to do much useful work. The match depended entirely upon
the forwards. As usual, these were inferior in weight and·
height, and, though they managed to hold the Blundell's scrum,
they did not get the ball very often. They played extremely
well in the loose, but suffered for their smaller size in the line
out. Before half-time play was entirely in the School half.

Blundell's scored first, quite at the beginning of the game.
They were awarded a penalty-kick which was converted (3-0).
They pressed continually, and scored two goals, and a try, just
before the whistle for half-time (16--0).

By this time the rain had stopped, and the wind was not
blowing quite so strongly as it had been when play commenced.
So the School changed over 16 points to the bad and without
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the full benefit of the advantages Blundell's had made such
good use of. At first the School looked like scoring several
times. A chance was given in the form of a penalty kick in
much the same position as that awarded to Blundell's in the
first half, but Sharpe just failed to convert. Then Witherby
scored between the posts, but the kick was missed (16-3). At
this point Blundell's weight began to tell, and in spite of the
wind, were dangerously near scoring more than once, and play
was as much in front of the School goal as in front of theirs.
Just before the end of the match another chance was missed
through the failure to convert a rather difficult penalty kick.
One cannot help feeling that if the School had won the toss,
the result might have been very different.

School-]. W. N. Sharpe; R. F. C. Witherby, C. M. R.
Spedding, 1. D. M. Wilson, F. S. Helbling; J. W. A. Lowis,
E. R. D. Sworder; J. W. Kelway, E. C. Alderton, W. M. M.
Milligan, R. Eglington, R. Bertram, R. Philp, A. G. de Carteret,
G. C. Ashmore. .

SCHOOL V. DOWNSIDE.

Played on the Lower Ground on Saturday, November 20th,
and lost by 11 points (1 goal, 2 tries) to nil.

The School started well, and at once began to press. But
the fonvards found themselves far outweighed, and much handi
capped by the new rule that has been passed by the Rugby
Football Union, by which the scrum-half is no longer allowed
to tell the scrum from what side and at what moment he is
throwing in the ball.

The Downside threequarter-backs were all much faster
than the School outsides; it is in their lack of speed that the
School team is so weak this year. The fonvards, too, failed to
follow up any long kick down the field, and thereby a chance of
scoring was frequently lost. But the team played well,
especially Sharpe at back. His kicking was sound, and his
tackling reliable. Spedding played well, and often made a lot
of ground by kicking. de la Condamine took the place of
Lowis as scrum-half, but was not very successful. Sworder
played a very good game, but is handicapped by his slowness.

Quite near the beginning of the game Downside scored
through their right wing, who, after a good run, touched the
ball down between the posts, and the kick was successful.
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Afterwards the play went mostly against the School, but the
defence was sound, and it was not till nearly half-time that a
second try was scored by Downside, again between the posts,
but the kick was not converted (8-0).

One of the chief features of the game was the unusually large
number of penalty kicks, all given in favour of the School.
Four times Sharpe tried to convert, three being very long and
difficult shots, but each time he failed. During the second
half the School pressed more than before, and several times
seemed likely to score. Just before the end of the match
Alderton was winded, and, perhaps owing to this loss, Downside
scored again on the right wing near the flag. The kick failed
(11-0).

The School never looked like winning; the Downside team
was man for man heavier and taller than the home team, and
faster too, for the most part. The School threequarters do
not seem to know how to carry out a reverse passing move
ment, and are consequently rather nonplussed when their
opponents do so. The fault of the forwards is their failure to
keep up with the threequarters in attack.

School-J. W. N. Sharpe; R. F. C. Witherby, C. M. R.
Spedding, 1. D. M. Wilson, F. J. Helbling; G. C. de la Conda
mine, E. R. D. Sworder; J. W. Kelway, E. C. Alderton, W. M.
M. Milligan, R. Eglington, R. Bertram, H. C. Carver, A. G. de
Carteret, G. C. Ashmore.

SCHOOL V. RICHMOND" A."

Played on Saturday, November 27th, and won by Richmond
by 36 points (4 goals, 1 dropped goal, and 4 tries) to 3 (penalty
goal).

The School was seriously outweighed by the Richmond team,
and the premature exhaustion of the former was evident at a
somewhat early stage of the game; nevertheless, they played
with unflagging vigour till the very end. The introduction of
the new rule restricting the vocal activities of the scrum-half
is still rather unfamiliar, and has frustrated the traditional
tactics of the Sherborne pack; but fortunately for the School
it was not enforced very consistently. The fom'ards all played
well, and during the second half not only combined well, but
pressed assiduously towards their opponents' goal. Alderton
worked remarkably well, and was prominent in several rushes.
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Of the backs Lowis and Sworder showed extraordinary
energy, and the latter is safe with a pass, though he is not par
ticularly fast. The former played excellently. Spedding
undoubtedly played his best game of the season, and seemed
at times ubiquitous, and it is clear that he has overcome some
of his earlier defects as regards passing, and he has also acquired
increased accuracy in his kicking. He saved several tries
from being scored. At back Sharpe rather disappointed
expectations. but occasionally brought off a good tackle.

Several creditable attempts were made by the School backs
imitative of the manner in which a Richmond back dropped a
goal, but it is obvious that greater precision and accuracy, such
as can only come from practice, are still needed before this
method of scoring can become effective.

The visiting team scored within the first three minutes, before
the School team had had time to get together. But the deter
mined and plucky resistance displayed by the School backs
prevented the score from exceeding, during the first half of the
game, 15 points to the 3 scored by the School in the form of a
penalty goal, which was successfully kicked by Eglington.
During the second half the School pressed, and it was only
owing to several lapses in the School tactics that the score
reached such high figures.

School-J. W. N. Sharpe; R. F. C. Witherby, 1. D. M.
Wilson, C. M. R. Spedding, F. J. Helbling; J. W. A. Lowis,
E. R. D. Sworder; J. W. Kelway, E. C. Alderton, W. M. M.
Milligan, R. Eglington, R. Bertram, H. C. Carver, R. Philp,
A. G. de Carteret.

SCHOOL V. DULWICH.

This match was played at Dulwich on Saturday, December
4th, and resulted in a win for Dulwich by 16 points (2 goals,
2 tries) to 8 (1 goal and 1 try).

The ground was very heavy and the ball and the players
became caked with mud, but in spite of that the game was well
worth watching. It is a pity that we are incapable of produc
ing our best form on our own ground; for some people, judging
by our matches here, imagine that we cannot play the game of
football better than moderately. If only the School had been
able to see the Tonbridge and Dulwich matches, they would
have realised that we can play thoroughly well. In this match
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with a very small piece of luck we should have won; and even
if we did not win we did at least show that we can play football.
For the first ten minutes after the kick-off play remained in the
middle of the field, and though Dulwich got the ball every time
our defence seemed to be holding out. But suddenly the
Dulwich captain, who had a very strong hand-off, got started,
handed off four of our outsiders and scored between the posts.
From the kick-off our forwards played magnificently. They
more than held their own for the rest of the game and gave us
plenty of the ball outside the scrum. Spedding made two of
his cork-screw runs, and once very nearly scored, but he was
just held up on the line. From this position we attacked for
ten minutes, but though we were very near scoring more than
once we failed to press home our advantage. For the first
half the attacking was done by us, but the scoring by Dulwich.
For after our long spell of attack Dulwich got" the extra man
over" and he evaded Sharpe and scored far out. However
we attacked again and Sworder gave a perfect dummy to his
opposite number, drew the full back and gave Spedding a clear
run in under the posts.' 8-5 was much more promising,
especially as we seemed to have got the upper hand. But just
before half-time Dulwich drew ahead again. There was a
scrum ten yards from our line. The ball appeared not to go
into the scrum, but the Dulwich wing-forward kicked the ball
hard: it went straight through Sharpe's hands and Dulwich
scored. It was certainly a bit of bad luck for us, but we ought
to have played to the whistle. Half-time arrived with Dulwich
leading 11-5.

In the second half we again did most of the attacking. Twice
we had" the man over" but a dropped pass spoiled the good
work. Then Helbling had a beautiful chance of scoring, but
instead of going for the corner-flag he turned inside and was
promptly tackled by the back. However, we scored eventually
though by this time we ought to have scored two or three times.
Lowis and Sworder did a nice bit of work on the blind side of
the scrum. There was very little room to move in and Sworder,
instead of giving the ball to Helbling on the wing, gave a pass
to Alderton who had come up inside, and the latter managed
to force his way over the line. Sharpe made an incredibly
good attempt to convert this try from a very awkward angle,
but the ball, after giving us a few seconds of hope, sailed per
versely just outside the post. The score remained at 11-8 for
the rest of the game, though several times we looked like draw-
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ing level; but just as it appeared to be time one of the Dulwich
forwards scrambled over our line from a scrum almost under
the posts. This was converted and no-side was called.

The game taken as a whole was a very satisfactory disappoint
ment-satisfactory because we played extremely well, but a
disappointment because, though we had the best of the game,
we just failed to win. It isn't true that the better side always
wins!

After the first ten minutes our forwards were excellent.
They have certainly never played better. They took the ball
and heeled it as rapidly and efficiently as one could wish.
Lowis played the game of his life, and his play was a comment
ary on that of the forwards, for they gave him the chances
which he knows so well how to use. Sworder too was almost
faultless: his tackling was nearly as good as his almost perfect
openings. The centres. were good except for one bad lapse in
defence. Their attack had much more life in it. Witherby,
as usual, had few chances, but he did all that was required of
him. Unfortunately Sharpe had a.thoroughly off day, though
once he saved what looked like a certain try.

School-J. W. N. Sharpe; R. F. C. Witherby, C. M. R.
Spedding, 1. D. M. Wilson, F. S. Helbling; J. W. A. Lowis,
E. R. D. Sworder; J. W. Kelway, E. C. Alderton, W. M. M.
Milligan, R. Eglington, R. Bertram, H. C. Carver, R. Philp,
A. G. de Carteret.

2ND XV V. BLUNDELL'S 2ND xv.

This match was played on the Lower on October 30th,
and resulted in a win for Blundell's by 26 points to 11. Blun
dell's were a faster team and played the better football.

The Schgol scrum lacked a winger to stop the Blundell's
scrum-half, who was the best player on the field, Four out of
the six tries that Blundell's scored were due to his break-away
from the scrum. The School forwards played hard, but must
learn that the quick heel after a rush is the easiest way to score
tries, and it would be as well for them to remember that they
are allowed to tackle the opposing outsides, but cannot do so
if they go on shoving blindly when the ball has left the scrum.
Of the School backs Green ran with determination but had not
many chances; Egremont played well but got little help from
his scrum half who was far too slow in getting the ball away.
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2nd XV-Peck, Ashdown, Green, Page, Egremont, de la
Condamine, West, Martin tert., Peters, Greig ma., Lang, Holt,
Cooper, Rugg-Gunn, Milligan mi.

2ND XV V. ALL HALLOWS.

Played at Honiton on November 6th, and lost by 13-12.
The School took some time to settle down in the unusual

conditions of mud and wet, and consequently All Hallows, who
were playing uphill, scored early in the first half from a cut
through, and converted. For the rest of the first half the
School pressed unremittingly but only managed to score once
far out on the right wing. One or two promising movements
broke down through faulty handling and bad backing up. So
the School changed ends two points down with the hill against
them, and there seemed likely to be an even game. But for
the first twenty minutes of the second half there was only one
side in the picture. All Hallows were beaten forward and behind
the scrum and the football was as good as could be wished.
The forwards played with re·al fire and dash and the quick
heeling was first-class. In this time three tries were scored
and two more apparently touched down were disallowed. The
School deserved better luck and with that and better place
kicking might have added nearly twenty points. Then in the
last ten minutes the All Hallows heavy pack roused themselves
and dominated the game.

Inexperience on our side failed to counteract the All Hallows'
attack and we could not keep them out. They scored wide out
and needed a goal to win. With about three minutes to go
they scored in the centre and converted. The kick with a
slippery ball might well have been foozled, but it went straight
and true between the posts, a worthy example to our place
kickers.

The game in a way was disappointing: it is always unpleas
ant to see a side beaten in the last ten minutes; but the side
can console itself with the fact that they, as several All Hallows
spectators remarked, played the better football and would
undoubtedly have won on a dry day. The halves and some
of the fonvards were excellent and the inside threequarters
have improved their form on their last match,
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School-Peck; F. A. Simmonds, West, Page, Green; Egre
mont, de la Condamine; F. G. Warner, A. C. A. Wright,
Peters, Lang, Hawes, Cooper, Martin tert., Greig.

2ND XV v. KING'S SCHOOL, BRUTON.

Played at Bruton November 27th, and lost by 19-11.
The play of the School was disappointing at the start; the

tackling was weak and the forwards were entirely devoid of
dash.

Without making undue excuses, it should be said that we
drove over on a cold day, and went straight on to the ground
and played. For the first ten minutes, their fly-half, a burly,
strong running player broke through and scored. The try
was converted. They added two more tries in the first half,
and should have had more but for very faulty handling outside.
Towards the end of the second half the School roused themselves
and several movements looked dangerous, but came to nothing
through selfishness and lack of dash. The outsides returned
to their old habit of running across the ground, and the result
of passing movements generally was a loss and not a gain in
ground. In the second half, being 11 points down, the School
played better, and playing uphill scored as many points as
their opponents. The forwards, well led by Warner, hustled
the Bruton pack and gave the backs plenty of chances. One
try was the result of really good forward play; a rush and
several bouts of quick-heeling set up a series of attacks which
resulted in Green scoring. Bruton scored twice as we did, but
faulty tackling allowed them to do so.

The tackling outside was atrocious, though Egremont stuck
manfully to the big player opposite him and only missed him
once in the second half, when he scored their last try. It was
a disappointing display by the whole side.

School-Peck; Green, Ashdown, Page, F1adgate; G. C.
de la Condamine, H. Egremont; F. G. Warner, A. C. A. Wright,
G. C. Ashmore, Peters, Hawes, Lang, Martin tert., Kinners1y ma.

2ND XV V. CANFORD 1ST xv.
On the Upper: Thursday, December 2nd.
Canford began by attacking strongly for the first quarter-of

an hour. but did not score: then the School cleared and reached
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the Canford " 25." From here Kreyer kicked a good penalty
goal (3-0). Soon after Egremont cut through well and handed
to Page, who sent Green over for an unconverted try (6-0).
Canford then got back to the School line and a scramble resulted
in a converted try. Score at half-time 6-5. The School now
attacked repeatedly but the Canford defence was good. Final
ly Canford broke away in mid-field and the right wing scored an
unconverted try (6-8). The School pressed in turn and Wright
scored from a line-out (9-8). After even play the Canford
right wing ran well and scored. This was not converted.
Thus Canford won an even and well-contested game: they
were heavier forward but not good outside. The School pack
was better in the open, Peters, Hawes and Kinnersly being
prominent. Peck at back and the halves were also good.

School-Peck; D. M. Clementi, Kreyer, Page, Green; H.
Egremont, G. C. de la Condamine; F. G. Warner, A. C. A.
Wright, G. C. Ashmore, Peters, Hawes, Lang, Martin, Kinnersly.

COMBINED 2ND AND 3RD xv V. TAUNTON Y.M.C.A.

Played at Taunton November lIth, and won by the School
14-11.

This game was the most pleasing exhibition of football seen
this term. The Y.l\LC.A. had beaten the 3rd XV rather badly
earlier in the term, so that it was decided to send over a
strengthened side, which was composed of the 3rd XV forwards
and the 2nd XV outsides.

The game was fast and open throughout, and the form shown
by our outsides was a great improvement on anything they
had done so far. The first half was fairly evenly contested;
good play on the part of our forwards and sound tackling by the
outsides kept the Y.l\I.C.A. out; the fast Y.l\I.C.A. right wing
was very rarely allowed to get into his stride by Simmonds,
and only once, when he scored, looked as dangerous as he showed
he could be against the 3rd XV three weeks earlier. The School
crossed over to play slightly uphill with nothing in the score 5-6.

In the second half the Y.l\I.C.A. got together and after some
rather erratic play brought their score up to 11 points with
ten or fifteen minutes to go. The School rallied finely and with
five left for play equalized the scores, and almost on time added
a final winning try. The game was most (,:xciting to watch
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and the School deserved to win. The dribbling of the forwards,
of Milligan mi., Reynolds and Wagner in particular, was good,
and the tackling outside left little to be desired in almost all
cases.

School-Peck; Simmonds, Page, West, Green; de la Conda
mine, Egremont; Sahebzada, Wagner, Rugg-Gunn, Reynolds,
Halt, Greig, Taylor, Milligan mi.

JUNIORS.

1st Round.
CAREY'S v. ELDERTON'S.

Played on the Lower on Thursday, 18th November.
Elderton's pressed hard early on and Newberry mi. scored far

out, as a result of a break-away by Warren ma.; the kick failed
(3-D). Shortly after a free kick was given to Carey's near
their opponents' twenty-five, Sharpe kicked a goal (3 all).
Some very even play followed and Hodgkinson scored for
Carey's, the kick failing (3-6). Just before half time Elderton's
again scored, this time through Hall, the kick failing again
(6 all). After half-time Carey's scored twice early on through
Hodgkinson and Tilby, both kicks failing (6-12). Very even
play then followed until shortly before the end when Carey's
again scored far out, the kick failing again (6-15). The ground
was very wet and the rain practically continuous.

The forwards on both sides were evenly matched and played
very well, Martin mi. hooking very well for Elderton's and lVIac
Carthy being prominent for Carey's in the loose.

The sides were as follows:-
Carey's-Pinckney; C. E. O. Taylor, Seale, Tilby, Shiel;

Hodgkinson, Sharpe; MacCarthy mi., Gould, Hazelden, Boddy,
Wright mi., Clarke, Paterson, Cunningham.

Elderton's-Loveluck; Newberry mi., Meyer, Boome, Hall;
Warren ma., Newberry ma.: G. L. Galloway, Martin mi.,
Croly, Hind, Allen, Newberry tert., Abell, Wells mi.

BENSLY'S v. O'HANLON'S.

Bensly's met O'Hanlon's in the first round of the Juniors
on No. 1 under inclement weather conditions. The boggy
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state of the ground reduced to a minimum the subtler points of
football, and confined the game almost entirely to forward
play. O'Hanlon's had bad luck in the early stages-of the game,
Field-Richards failing to touch down after crossing the line.
After this, though both lines were seriously endangered on
several occasions, there was no score till about ten minutes
from the end, when a forward rush by Bensly's resulted in
Gomez scoring on the blind side. The kick failed, and Bensly's
were finally left victorious 3-nil.

For the losers, Harris ma. and Panton ma. played well in the
grovel, and Harris tert. at back, while for the winners Knight
and Harvey were prominent in the loose and Cameron kicked
well at back.

Teams :-Bensly's-Cameron ; Wilson, Walley, Gregor,
Gomez; Thomson, Tallent; Martin ma., Bax, Knight,
Harvey, Cobb, Beadle, Betts, Wigan.

O'Hanlon's-Harris tert.; Davis, Nowell-Smith, Duff,
Field-Richards ma.; Godwin, Saunderson; Giffard, Panton
ma., Harris ma., Vine, Panton mi., Rootham, Read, Maynard:

2nd Round.

ROSS' v. FOX'S.

Ross' forwards dominated the scrums throughout and gave
their outsides the necessary opportunities. Hunt and Bellamy
perhaps were the most conspicuous, the formers' hooking being
especially good. Fox's were the lighter pack and, though they
played pluckily under Radford's leadership, were unable to get
going. At half-back Carey mi. played a great game, though
Shaw did all that a scrum-half behind weak forwards could do.
Ferguson was able to stop Godfrey when the latter was attack
ing, and Nunn at fly-half for Ross' played a really good game
and contributed four tries to the score. For the winners, in
addition to those mentioned, Brookes mi. and Pine-Coffin were
good, and for the losers :Millar and Kent at forward deserve
special mention, while Shaw and Hudson were promising out
sides in addition to scoring tries. Score-Ross' 2 goals 4
tries (22 points), Fox's 2 tries (6 points).
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Ross'-Hawesmi.; Pine Coffin, Brookes, Nunn, Woollcombe;
Ferguson, Carey; Godfrey, Leeper, Peter Hoblyn, Hunt, Beer,
Bellamy, Barton, Beecher mi.

Fok's-Oak-Rhind; Hudson, Glover, Walter, Greig mi. ;
Shaw, Godfrey mi.; Smith ma., Radford, Kent, Millar, Auret,
Bakeman, Warner mi.. Martin quint.

CAREY'S v. BENSLY'S.

Carey's beat Bensly's on the Lower by 15-6. The game
was keen, but there was very little real football, and among
the forwards especially play was very clumsy. Outside, for
the winners, Tilby was too selfish with the ball but he got in
some very timely kicks. Hodgkinson played a good game at
scrum-half and Taylor on the wing was very effective. For the
losers Walley played well. Tries were scored for Carey's by
Taylor (3): Hodgkinson (1): Tilby (1): for Bensly's by
Walley (1): Martin (1).

Teams:-
Carey's-Hutton; C. E. D. Taylor, Seale, Sharpe, Sheil;

Tilby, Hodgkinson (capt.) ; Gould, Wright, Haselden, Mac
earthy mi., Paterson, Boddy, Bennett, Clarke.

Bensly's-Cameron; Stone, Walley, Gregor, Gomez ; Tallent,
Wilson. W. R. H. Martin (capt.); Humphreys-Davies, Bax,
Knight, Cobb, Harvey, Betts, Wigan.

Challenge Round:

O'HANLON'S v. FOX'S.

This match resulted in a win for O'Hanlon's by 6 points to 5.
The game was evenly contested, and O'Hanlon's were certainly
lucky to win. Both their tries were scored in the first half,
Panton and Rootham being responsible. Kent scored in the
second half for Fox's after breaking from the line out, near the
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posts, and the kick was converted. The standard of play was
not high on either side.

O'Hanlon's-Harris tert.; Davis, Nowell Smith, Duff,
Field Richards ma.; Godwin, Saunderson; P. G. Giffard,
Panton ma., Harris ma., Vine, Panton mi., Rootham, Read,
Maynard.

Fox's-Oak-Rhind; Hudson, Glover, Wild, Greig mi;
Shaw, Godfrey; Smith, Radford, Kent, Millar, Auret, Bate
man, Warner mi., Martin quint.

BENSLY'S v. ELDERTON'S.

This match resulted in a fairly easy win for Bensly's, the
score being 16 points (2 goals and 2 tries) to 6 (1 try and 1
penalty goal).

Bensly's had easily the stronger team, and, throughout the
first half at any rate, they pressed continuously. They had
the advantage of a good wind behind them, and their kicking
was strong and accurate, while Elderton's made the common
mistake of trying to kick against the wind, and at times they
even lost ground in doing so. The forwards on both sides
were not up to the usual standard; play was scrambling, but
was redeemed by a few good rushes by the Bensly's pack.
Elderton's were lucky in being awarded a penalty kick within
their opponents' 25 line, which was converted by a good kick.

Bensly's-Cameron; Stone, \Valley, Gregor, Farquharson;
Tallent, Wilson; W. R. H. Martin, Bax, Humphreys Davies,
Cobb, Knight, Harvey, Beadle, Wigan.

Elderton's-Loveluck; Newbery mi., l\leyer, Boome, Wool
mington; Warren ma., Newbery ma.,; G. L. Galloway,
Martin mi., Croly, Hind, AlIen, Newbery tert., Abell, Wells.

BENSLY'S v. ROSS'.

A wise challenge, since it has altered the combination of
houses to compete against the School House. Bensly's deserv
ed to win, for their side played better than ever before this year.
Their forwards were excellent, showing technique as well as
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vigour, and amongst them Bax and Humphreys-Davies were
especially prominent. Tallent, too, showed himself capable
of swerving and " selling the dummy" effectively at fly-half ;
he scored a good try after a long run up the field. Farquharson
was responsible for the other try for Bensly's.

Ross' team played well also, especially Hawes at back and
Carey at scrum-half. During the first half they scored a try
through Pine-Coffin and Brookes mi., but the kick was not
converted so Bensly's crossed over 3 points down, but played
sufficiently well in the second half to justify their victory. They
narrowly failed to add three more points to their score in the
form of a penalty goal, but the kick failed. Gregor kicked
well for Bensly's. The final score was 8--3.

Bensly's-Cameron; Farquharson, \Valley, Gregor,
Trethowan; Thomson, Tallent; Bax, Humphreys-Davies,
Cobb, Harvey, Beadle, Betts, Wigan, Stone.

Ross'-Hawes mi.; Pine-Coffin, G. R. B. Soltau, Nunn,
Woollcombe; Ferguson, Carey, Godfrey, Leeper, Peter Hoblyn,
Hunt ma., Bellamy, Beer, Barton, Becher mi.

Semi1inal Juniors.

CAREY'S v. ROSS'.

Carey's beat Ross' by 12 points to 3 in an unconvincing game
with few glimpses of good football. Carey's attacked at first
and scored twice through Haselden and Hodgkinson. Then
Ross' were dangerous but did not score. Sheil scored for
Carey's before half-time. In the second half Ross' got pos
session and pressed most of the time, Nunn scoririg. Tilby
sent Sheil over for Carey's final try. For the losers Carey at
scrum-half was very good.

Carey's-Hutton; C. E. D. Taylor, Sharpe, Sheil, Hodg
kinson; Tilby, Gould; Wright, MacCarthy, Haselden, Seale,
Paterson, Boddy, Cunningham.

Ross'-Hawes mi.; Pine-Coffin, SoUau, Nunn, Woollcombe;
Ferguson, Carey; Godfrey, Leeper, Peter-Hoblyn, Hunt ma.,
Beer, Bellamy, Barton, Becher.
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TWO-COCK.

Carey's and Bensly's met the School House on the Upper,
in the final of the Junior House matches on Thursday, Dec. 9th.
The School won by 15 points(5 tries) to 1 try.

The School had the stronger team, and therefore deserved
their victory. On the other hand the School House, though
having a smaller and lighter pack, and a less reliable three
quarter line, managed very creditably by their assiduous efforts
to prevent such a high score as might easily have been piled up
against them. But by their weight, the School forwards were
able to get the ball in the majority of the scrums, and in the
loose they generally made ground. The School House for
wards were only just able to hold the School pack and their
heeling was slow. Apperly led them well, and was himself
often prominent in rushes. Both the School House halves
played excellently. Browne, at scrum-half, though not as
quick as Hodgkinson, for the School, was reliable in his passing,
and more than once cut through neatly. The School House
three-quarter backs did not run as straight as their opponents,
and lost much ground thereby; nor did they give the outsides
sufficient chances. But their tackling and their passing was
sound, for the most part, and they played a most strenuous
game. Potter especially played well among the insides, and of
the outsides Nash ma. was excellent, and, as we have said, he
should have been given more opportunities for making use of
his speed. The School backs also played well, especially Tilby
and Tallent. Both full backs were good, and kicked well.

At the very beginning of the game the School House pressed,
and several times looked like scoring, but soon play was trans
ferred to the other end of the field, and it was not long before
Taylor scored far out. Tallent took the kick, but failed. The
School pressed during most of the remainder of the first half,
but several rushes by the School House were very dangerous,
and on the right wing Nash nearly scored more than once.
Two more tries were scored by the School, one through Tallent
on the extreme left wing, and one by a fonvard on the extreme
right; but neither kick was successful.

The School House changed over with the score standing at
9-0 against them, but with the advantages afforded by wind
and slope. They at once pressed, and after some desperate
play in front of the School goal, Potter cut through and scored,
but he failed to convert. After this the superior weight of th~
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School began to tell, and most of the play was in their favour.
They scored two more tries, the first through Haselden, who
broke through by sheer weight from the line-out, and the second
through Tilby, who had played well throughout the whole game.
Though of the sum total of 6 tries no single kick was converted,
the place-kicking was in no way weak, but almost all were long
and difficult, and were attempted very creditably. During
the second half of the match Potter tried to convert a penalty
kick almost from the half-way line; it was a good kick, being
perfectly straight, but failed to carry the distance. The foot
ball on both sides was good, above, probably, the usual standard
of the Junior House matches. The School House team is
especially to be congratulated on its keenness and perseverance
against odds.

School-Cameron; Taylor, Tilby, Sharpe, Sheil; Hodgkin
son, Tallent; Gould, Bax, Wright, Hase1den, l\facCarthy,
Paterson, Boddy, Wigan.

School House-Cornish-Bowden; Sandilands, Barker, Potter,
Nash ma.,; Browne, Alexander; O. D. Holt, Apperly, Henley,
Hopcraft, le l\farchant, Higginson, Ladenburg, D'Oyly Carte.

THE COLTS.

Of the twelve 1925 Colts who have been available this term
four have played more or less regularly in or with the 1St XV
and six for the 2nd XV, and this makes one feel some regret for
the unavoidable crippling of the Colts as a unit in School foot
ball by the sheer impossibility of giving them proper practice
games under existing conditions.

What should have been a fine side in some respects this year
has therefore failed to do itself justice, though undoubtedly
some individuals will be heard of again before they leave.
Under Apperly's confident leadership the forwards have shown
promise, and it is hard to pick out individuals without injustice
to the rest on somewhat short acquaintance. Too ladylike at
the start, they came on in the matter of power, though without
learning much of the finer points of the game.

Outsides need so much longer to learn their game that little
has been possible and little achieved. Some obvious faults in
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5 2 31 1 3 \Von
3 5 35 1 0 5 \Von

1 3 2 4 "? Lost
1 1 8 --- \Von
4 7 41 --- 'Van

defence and still worse ones in attack were noticed if not wholly
cured. But they are nearly all potentially useful players.

At full back Hawes mi. was of outstanding merit. The side
won their three matches, and in the game at \Veymouth
especially showed a capacity for fighting sternly and without
confusion. There has been no lack of keenness and some of
the side will without doubt be seen one day playing good foot
ball for the School XV, even if they have to wait a couple of
years.

Full back, Hawes mi. ; three-quarters, Davies, Nunn, Tilby,
Grey mi.; half-backs, Carey ma., Tallent; forwards, Apperly,
Hunt, Baselden, Dellamy, \Vright, Astley-Deer, Paterson,
Hopcraft.

3RD XV.
A 3rd XV was started for the first time this year, and has

proved qu:te a success. Not only did it win 4 out of 5 matches,
but, which is of far greater importance, it helped to bring- to
light talent which might otherwise have remained undiscovered,
as well as providing an organised opposition for the 2nd XV.

Nearly all the matches were of interest, and the one defeat
was received at the hands of a considerably bigger and faster
side, which thoroughly deserved its victory.

The personnel of the side changed a good deal during the
season. Of the regular players Reed was outstanding and
captained the side with excellent judgment and splendid keen
ness. The backs had pace, but little chance of getting together.
Kreyer alone playing regularly. Milligao, Reynoldsand Cooper,
when not playing for the 2nd XV, were perhaps the pick of the
forwards; all of whom showed promise-most, however,
have yet to acquire neatness and the ability to drive their
rushes home. Browne was an extremely useful substitute as
scrum-half and was unlucky not to secure a regular place in
the side.

It is to be hoped that next year a longer fixture-card will be
arranged, if possible, on days when the 1st XV are not playing.

The matches played resulted as follows ;-
For Against

Date Opponents Where played G. T. P. G. T. P. Result

Sat..Oct. 9 Downside 3rd XV Away
Sat.. " 16 Bruton 2nd XV Home
Thurs." 21 Taunton Y.M.C.A. Home
Sat.. " 30 ,-anford 2nd X V A way
Sal.. Nov. 20 Downside 3rd XV Home
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[The Editors of The Shirbllrnian do not hold themselves responsible for
the opinions expressed by contributors.]

Sir.
Amongst the rank and file of the School your paper is not popular;

read on, I am not going to be rude, but I wish to make this paper's
apology. It has long been a recognised fact, that The Shirbllrnian is, for
the most part, devoid of interest. But before the young critic of the
Lower School forms harsh judgements, I would have him pause and
consider: What are the main requirements of a school magazine, and how
far does The Shirlmrnian satisfy them?

In the first place it should record faithfully and accurately the conduct
of the School, both in order to keep past members informed of the progress
and doings of the present generation, and also to serve as a reference for
future years. In this respect The Shirburnian is well organized.

But at the same time it should contain something to prevent the young
critic, we have already mentioned, from thinking that he has wasted his
1/6, and to distract his attention from faults in style and misprints. Here,
sir, your magazine is lamentably deficient. I do not say that you are to
blame, though you certainly might show greater enterprise in finding such
correspondence. But rather the School itself is to blame, and, while
censuring The Shirburnian, let each, at any rate, of the Senior members
of the School, remember that it is within his power to improve it by
contributing himself.

Experience, however, has shown that unsolicited contribntions are
infrequent. But if some of the profits which we hear, and can readily
believe, are now being, or are likely to be, made on The Shirbllrnian were
used for affording suitable emoluments to such as offer articles of sufficient
merit to find a place in your magazine, sir, we believe that the stigma of
dullness might deservedly be removed.

.1 remain, sir,
Yours faithfully,

ROTIDE.

Dear Sir,
May I draw attention to one of those unassuming little paragraphs at the

end of the Roll Book? It concerns Fives. Most of the 'School, doubt
less, know the words by heart; all the School know of the existence of
the courts; but why, it is asked by many, do they make so little use of
those "six courts, all roofed in with glass' '? We know that for the majority,
rugger leaves little time for other exercise; this, indeed. we are invariably
told upon any mention of the subject. But even for those who play most
rugger there are frequent opportunities for a game of Fives-in the Lent
Term if not at Christmas.
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Yet in the School at present there are so few players of any merit that
the best of them next term, if any School matches are attempted, will
shrink from calling themselves by any title so dignified as .. the School
Four."

Yours, etc.,

D. A. HODGKINSON.

Sir,
Sherborne School has undoubtedly taken a wise step in permitting those

of its ,"embers, who are unfit, to join the local golf links.
There is, however, an even larger percentage of boys who have neither

enthusiasm nor aptitude for rugger, but who are yet compelled under
existing School regulations to play it,

I venture to suggest that Golf should ce approved in snch cases as
an alternative game.

\Ve are accustomed to recognize the existence of wide diversity of taste
in regard to indoor games, and a person preferring ma jong to billiards
would not be considered either unreasonable or abnormal. It seems sur
prising, therefore, that in the realm of outdoor recreations this spirit of
toleration is at present absent. .. Surely the assnmption that all tastes
and requirements in outdoor games are necessarily identical is both
arbitrary and erroneous "?

Yonrs faithfully,

JEHU.

Sir,
For several terms the main topic of discussion in these pages has been

the Congregational singing in chapel. Protests have been raised against
particular hymn tunes, and these, in turn with the choir and organist, have
been made the snbject (or rather the object) of more than one sarcastic
invective. This is all "ery well, but surely we have heard enough of it.
The vast majority of the hymns we sing are universally popnlar, and it is
only a few individual tnnes that are condemned, and that as often as not
through lack of appreciation or refusal to give them a fair chance on the
part of the congregation itself. And, when the care and tronble w'hich is
taken over the choice of hymns and their execntion (do not misinterpret
my meaning) is taken with consideration, it is impossible not to feel that
much of what has been said has been in bad taste.

'Yours faithfully,

R.I.P.

Sir,
Mr. Steuart \Vilson's recital was undeniably a great success, for which

the fact that a programme of words was supplied was indisputably partly
respollsible. Could not this be done in the case of every ,"ocal coucert?

Yours, etc.,

!3EflEIIIOTH.
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We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the following
and apologize for any accidental omissions:-

The Alleynian, The BI1t1tdelliall, The Carthusian, The
Chelfonian, The Clijtollian, The Dovoriatt, The Elizabethan,
The Elthamian, The Eton College Chronicle, The Felstedian,
The Fettesian, The Haileyburian, The Lancing College
Magazine, TheLorettonian (2), The Malvernian, The Marl
burian (2), The Meteor (2), The Mill Hill Magazine, The
Ousel, The Pauline, The Radleiau (2), The Reptollian, The
Tonbridgian, The UpPingham School Magazine, The lVylle
hamist.

HOUSES.

The School House (a).

james', Curteis', \Vood's, \Vhitehead's, Wildman's, Carey's (h).

Tancock's, \Vilson's, Dunkin's, Bensly's (e).
Blanch's, Bell's, Bensly's, Tindall's, Fox's (d).

Hetherington's, Rhoades', Hodgson's, King's, Elderton,s (f).
Milford's, Ross's (g).

O'Hanlon's (h).

Town (1').
Preparatory (Prep.).



NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

All Business Communications
with regard to the SlzirbuY1ziall
should be made to the Publishers
at The Abbey Press, The Parade,
Sherborne, Dorset, to whom alone
.Subscriptions should be sent.
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

All Letters and Articles intended for publication should
be sent to the EDITOR, School House, Sherborne, Dorset,

The Annual Subscription is 6/6 including postage. The
Shirburniall is published six times in the year, twice each
term.

Subscribers changing their addresses are requested to
communicate at once with the PUBLISHERS, as otherwise
the Shirbzwnian cannot possibly be forwarded to them.
This applies especially to subscribers entering or leaving
the Universities.

No anonymous contribution will be accepted, but the
full name must be enclosed in a sealed envelope, which
will not be opened if the article be rejected.

If an article is to be continued in successive numbers,
the whole is to be sent in at once.

No contribution will be inserted, which is not the bona fide
production of some one who is, or has been, a Member of
the School.

We decline to hold ourselves responsible for the opinions
of our contributors.

Contributors are requested to write legibly, and
only on ONE side of the paper.


