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EDITORIAL.
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II
HE Uncle who went to visit his nephew at

school and astonished him by saying, "How
• . I wish I could change places with you," was

• a wise man, though we could not see it when
we heard the story long ago. Then the vision

of a corpulent uncle seated at a desk in shorts with a cap
perched on the back of his head and a half-chewed pen
protruding from his mouth, was only ridiculous; we thought
his remark about as fatuous as that time-honoured fallacy,
" It hurts me more than it hurts you." In fact, the thing
was absurd.

Well, views change considerably. At this moment many
leavers are feeling rather like the uncle did, though they
keep their mouths shut and try to look as though they had
just received their freedom, or finished their term of
conscription. But not really: everyone knows that for them
a good time has come to an end, that for the moment the
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silver cord is loosed, the golden bowl broken. Terms and
years have passed in orderly sequence; now like a river
quickening before the rapids, the last few weeks have been
a gradual period of awakening to the strange strength of the
bonds which hold us in our places here. And those bonds
are very strong. Some people reach that knowledge earlier,
others not until the end of their career at school: but once
found, it clings so tight that the very name of Sherborne
uttered far away in uncouth places makes the heart leap and
be glad again with the same old bounding gladness.

Sometimes we hear complaints about the school and its
arrangements; games are played too much at inconvenient
times, or else they are the wrong games altogether. It is
easy to forget the peculiar qualities of school games, and to
harp upon their defects: football can become a burden, and
cricket worse than that. But what other matches are
ever as good as house matches? Where else than on the
Upper does a crGwd of spectators feel that sense of being
represented by their team? The fifteen is your fifteen, not
a collection of strangers who play together every Sa.turday
for the exercise. Every member of it has become familiar
to you in ordinary life; he may be in your form, be your
fag-master, or command your platoon in the corps; and you
know them as you will never know another team whose faces
you have only seen in photographs or watched from grand
stands. And cricket too; it is worth while to play in any
game with sides; individual games are not the same, and
individual games are always at your service; why not take
the chance of playing in a side while the chance is given
you? Last summer there was a good deal of feeling against
watching matches. Why? ']'he School team deserves the



The Shirbternian

School's support, and the countryside is not so rare as to
make an afternoon spent down at the field a sacrilege, or even
wasted time. And if half the School come to watch a match
how many of the rest are "out in the country"? Complaints
at school sound wrong, when so much to enjoy is there for
the taking. " Let there be no complaining in our streets."
'fhe years are short, and time is precious; a cynical selfish
attitude is only an obstacle to your own happiness and a bar
to the School's prosperity. While the gate stands open,
enter in: the joy of living lies beyond.

SCHOOL NEWS.

Congratulations to the following on being presented with their
School Colours:-

1ST XV.
Nov. 15 R. W. Patterson (g)

T. C. Palmer (g)
P. J. Smith (d)
M. C. Walker (a)
R. H. Hinton (g)

Nov. 29 P. C. Messer (b)
Dec. 3 R. V. Cook (a)

T. M. B. Green (g)
B. A. Picton (a)
B. H. D. Robinson (b)

Dec. 16 J. D. H. lies (b)

~ND XV.
Nov. 8 R. W. Peters (c)

C. R. E. Follett (d)
J. J. Wiley (a)
G. A. P. Tarbutt (b)
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Nov. 27 B. W. O. Prosser (b)
A. F. D. Oppe (a)
R. M. M. Warne (j)
L. Knoop (h)
J. D. H. lIes (h)
T. B. Beresford (a)
E. O. T. Blanford (g)
P. H. Grayburn (b)
P. G. W. Manning (c)

COLTS' BADGES.

Nov. 8 Matthews mi.
Matthews ma.
Wheatley
Copeman
Williams ma.
Meakin
Lochore
Keena

[DECEMBER,

The Captain of Games wishes to thank all masters who
have in any way helped him this term, either by organising or
by taking games. Special thanks are again due to Mr. Hey,
whose assistance has been invaluable.

The Editors of the Shirbumian also wish to thank all those
masters and boys who have written accounts of matches for
this paper. Although many of these have been altered to such
an extent as to be unrecognisable, they have given the Editors
tremendous help.

Mr. G. C. Laws, O.S., gave a lecture on Friday, November
6th, on "A Mediterranean Tour."

On Monday, November 16th, the School went to the Carlton
Theatre to see the film "Africa Speaks," instead of afternoon
school.
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J. C. Rattan, Secretary of Sherborne House, Southwark, has
issued a general invitation to members of the School to have
lunch with him at Southwark on the first day of the holidays.

The annual Southwark concert will be held this year on
January 9th, at about 6.45 p.m.

On Monday, December 7th, the Headmaster granted a half
holiday in honour of R. E. Woodham's Organ Scholarship at
Christ Church, Oxford, and his appointment to the position of
assistant organist to the University.

WE TAKE OFF OUR HATS TO:

1. The master who set a boy" a hundred yards."

2. The new boy who asked the head of the school in break
whether his next lesson was Latin.

O.S. NEWS.

A. T. Lennox-Boyd (g, 1918-23) was elected Conservative
M.P. for Mid Bedfordshire.

R. E. Woodham (d, 1925-30) has won an Open Organ
Scholarship at Christ Church, Oxford, and has been appointed
Assistant Organist to the University.

J. de R. Kent (d, 192+-28) has been awarded a Trial Cap
in the Oxford Trial Eights.

C. C. Mallock (g, 1926-30) played football for the R.M.A.
against the R.M.C.
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R. A. H. Ward (b, 1926-31) has been boxing for Oxford
University.

J. A. Tallent (e, 1924--29) played for Cambridge in the
University match.

F. A. Simmonds (e, 1924-29) has been playing golf for
Cambridge.

D. E. Ashdown (e, 1923-28) has been playing football
regularly for Guy's Hospital.

P. R. Sheldon (a, 1926-31) has played for Oxford University
at Badminton.

The satirical pantomime, "Aladdin," written by V.C. Clinton
Baddeley (a, 1913-18), performed last Christmas at the Festival
Reportory Theatre, Cambridge; is to be played this year at the
Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith. Marie Blanche is to be
Aladdin: Ivy Tresmand, the Princess; Frank Birch, Widow
Twankey; and the author, Abanazer, the Wicked Uncle.

A new book by an O.S.: "Caesar Civil War," Book I (Bell's
Illustrated Classics), edited by W. J. Bensly (a, 1888-93).

ERRATUM (in last number).

H. W. O. Walker (a, 1926-30) played in the Freshman's
match at Oxford, not at Cambridge.

THE WANDERING GENTILE'S LOG BOOK
(1929-31).

[by Rathmell Wilson, F.R.G.S.]

This book, like his other books, "Still Wandering" and "The
Wandering Gentile," is a collection of travel sketches or
impressions of various places in Europe.
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I am perfectly sure that Mr. Rathmell WiIson is one of the
most unselfish travellers in the world. I do not mean in any
material manner, but that he has the gift of describing scenes
and foreign people so that they live before your eyes, thereby
enabling you to enjoy his travels almost as much as he did.
He describes a horse race at Siena, in Italy, where, before the
race, horse, jockey and trainer are led into a church to receive
the blessing of the Virgin Mary. His travels also take us to
Andorra, the smallest republic in the world, to Barcelona during
the exhibition in 1929, and to Oberammergau for the passion
play in 1930. His Paris wanderings show that if there is one
Britisher who really understands Paris, it is surely Mr. Rathmell
Wilson.

Of especial interest to Shirburnians is his account of a long
overdue visit to his old school. "Little did I think when I left
her in 1902 that I should ever return to Sherborne as a tripper !"
Yet it was as a tripper that Mr. Rathmell \Vilson came to
Sherborne a year or two ago. He expresses surprise at finding
in front of the station" a charming new park,.' as he describes
the Pageant Gardens. He then wandered into the courts of his
old school at last unmolested, and into his old study in the
School House. He describes with much sentiment old scenes
and incidents which his wanderings brought back to him. His
further wanderings in England take us to the Bradfield Greek
Play: his description of that gives much credit to the producers
of the Antigone. " The true spirit of Greek drama was most
skilfully revived:" a tribute to actors and producers which they
well deserved.

After further wanderings in Yugo-Slavia and France we come
to his last chapter on Holland. He gives us a picture of a
charming and beautiful country and of a kind and contented
race.

His style at first seems laborious, partly due to his very free
and illegitimate use of exclamation marks and brackets. He
frequently uses brackets quite unnecessarily, and inverted
commas and italics are freelv scattered-all of which tend to
damp the reader's enjoyme-nt. For instance, a page taken
quite at random contains six exclamation marks, five sentences
in bracl<ets and fi\'e words in inverted commas, most of which
are entirely unnecessary. But it needs a stern purist indeed to
be put off by these defects; we can safely say that this book
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provides for the majority of readers extremely agreeable and
interesting reading.

It is priced moderately at 5/-, and is published by John Davis.

LECTURE.

On November 6th, the School heard a lecture by Mr. G. C.
Laws, O.S., on "A Mediterranean Cruise." It was illustrated
by a number of interesting and picturesque slides, made for
the 1110st part from pictures taken by the lecturer's small
camera, but showing up clearly on the great screen.

Such a cruise must necessarily leave on a young man's mind
a great bundle of bright and varied impressions, and Mr. Laws
seems to possess the valuable gift of being able to sort this
extremely intriguing bundle and to give its essential contents
to his audience. This ability, combined with an easy delivery
and a keen insight into the minds of his audience, resulted for
us, in a really educational entertainment. In the short space
of an hour we saw the ruins of Pompeii and the slums of
Syracuse: we moored in Malta and climbed in a Ford car to
the glorious ruins of Delphi: we learned on the Acropolis the
different types of Greek architecture: we stood beside Rupert
Brooke's grave on Skyros and saw Socrates in a village of
Rhodes: we saw ships in Patmos harbour and a Fascist troop
in Brindisi; then the beauties of Corfu, of Cattaro, of Ragusa
--and all the weeping loveliness of Venice. The hard seats of
the Big Schoolroom became a yacht's gleaming deck, and the
surrounding darkness became the blue and white and brown of
a Southern sea,

"where in her Mediterranean mirror gazing
old Asia's dreamy face wrinkleth to a smile."

SHERBORNE HOUSE.

It is not generally known amongst Shirburnians that besides
the Cadet Corps, a Club for boys between the ages of eight



1931.J The Shirburnzan 215

and fourteen is run from Sherborne House. The main object
of this Club is to provide Cadets for the Senior Organisation,
and the boys, on reaching the age of fourteen, are expected to
join the Cadets. For the time being the membership is limited
to thirty, and the Club is now at its full strength.

During the first week in August, a successful Camp was held
at Hurley on the Thames. It was hoped that fifteen boys
would attend, but as the day of departure for the camp arrived,
this number dwindled to nine.

The camp was run by two Old Shirburnians, with the help
of two others, whose education had been sadly neglected; one
was an Old Berkhamstedian, the other had spent his now
comparatively distant youth at Bedford College; but in spite
of these drawbacks there could not be better camp partners, or
stouter fellows. This was proved by the fact that they were
prepared to spend some eight days of their limited holidays
with a number of small boys, whose whole object in life was to
cause as much trouble as possible, and to get as dirty as was
compatible with good health. These two, the two Old Shir
burnians, and occasional visitors, who sometimes stayed for a
night or two, did this, and enjoyed every moment of it.

It would be impossible to relate all the amusing episodes,
the trials, the frights and adventures, such as they were, that
befel that camp, but if the reader remembers that the first week
in August was almost a continual thunder-storm, and if he is
told that some of the boys had never been out of London before,
had never seen a living cow, heard an owl hoot at night, and
that none had camped out before, and that every fish was
regarded by them as being a kipper, that Post Toasties was
mistaken for chip potatoes, and finally that they were all under
fourteen-the youngest being nine-he will be able, no doubt,
to conjure up a picture of what the camp W,IS like. This
picture cannot be far from the truth, but should the reader
desire to straighten out at any rate some of the irregularities
which must appear in his picture, will he join the can;p next
year and help those two Old Shirburnians and the two other
fellows in their task of managing a much larger camp, with
many more boys.

In spite of all the troubles, the camp was a great success,
and towards the end, when the boys had got used to their new
life, things went along quite easily. Everybody enjoyed it.
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This was expressed by one small boy who said, "Can't we go
on for another week, mister?"

THE WILDMAN SOCIETY.

A Debate was held in the Lower Library on Saturday,
October 31st, at 6.45 p.m. The Hon. Secretary read the
Minutes of the last meeting, which were duly signed by the
President. After a certain amount of repartee about the
punctuality of the Committee, the President proceeded to
Public Business.

The motion before the House was that" The Cinema has
been detrimental to entertainment and has degraded public
taste."

The HON. 'fREAsUHER, as Proposer, hoped that the Society
would approach the motion with an open mind. The people
who condemn tbe Cinema either are accused of siding with
Mrs. Grundy, or are simply not fit to condemn it. People were
apt to appreciate the mecbanical and not the human element in
the Cinema. The continual repetition of a film dulled entertain
ment, whereas before a piece could only be seen once and
consequently was enjoyed and remembered all the more. Tbe
many undesirable films (undesirable, we were told, because they
were made in America) spread their bad influence because so
many people could see them. Film producers, he considered,
missed great opportunities, and he hoped for a time wben films
would be both beneficial and entertaining (Question).

MR. PETTrrT, as Opposer, obviously had a very high opinion
of human nature. He thought that people did not go to tbe
cinema to see" slop," therefore" sloppiness" did not degrade
public taste. Entertainment he divided into three categories.
The entertainment of Mrs. Jones-Brown's cocktail party, of
the theatre, and of everyday life. The cinema bad not (if it
could have) degraded the first type of entertainment. In the
second type, music halls were lower than any cinema, and
further, theatres and concerts were as full as they ever had
been. The last type (the entertainment of everyday life he
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limited to Chemistry Periods) had even been uplifted by the
cinema: the antics of masters were copied on the screen. He
ended by saying that in no way was public taste degraded,
Promenade Concerts were still full and good plays still ran
longest.

The third speaker, MR. WALKER, like the fourth, was a
technician pure and simple, although he soon proved himself
to be neither pure nor simple. In his opinion public taste was
shown by what was displayed at the cinema. The bad influence
of the films had reacted upon the stage. The modern film
portrayed to the public, not the good life, but the bad. The
cinema was of a sordid nature because the public demanded it
to be so. Therefore public taste was degraded. Now what
was it that the public demanded ? Whereupon he gave the
House a detailed list of all the great film successes, and showed
how they all pattened more or less on the central theme of
Tolstoi's Resurrection. The day of the type of heroine typified
by Mary Pickford was past. Even in the war epic, " Hell's
Angels," it was most of the heroine that most of the audience
went to see. He ended by passionately pitying the spotless
actresses who had to act in such undesirable films.

MR. TARBUTT, the fourth speaker, brought forth his vast
technical knowledge in defence of the cinema. He thought
that public taste had been degraded by some other factor than
the cinema. He showed that the best films for September
were all of a desirable nature and that the films mentioned by
the last speaker were mostly taken from famous books. What
would people do if there were no cinemas, he wondered. His
answer, we feel sure, is what he himself would do. He showed
the House how much trouble was taken over films by the
producers, and in contrast pointed out how often there were
mistakes in stage production. He had even seen the stage
scenery fall down, he added (" Shame! \iVhere?" interrupted
the school stage manager). Many stage stars were deserting
the stage for the screen. Thus the cinema was not detrimental
to, but increasing entertainment. His characteristic eloquent
incoherency was cut short by the President's bell.

The motion was then thrown open to the House. The first
member on his feet was MR. MACASKILL, who with his usual
cynicism, stated that public taste could not be influenced by
anything. What it wanted to·day was realism and sordidnes,s,
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in fact, a true representation of life. The next speaker, MR.
RALSTON, compared the taste of to-day with that of 1800, when
real taste was to watch an execution. MR. ANDERSON, with
his usual flowery speech, said that cinema-goers went to the
cinema to see beauty and came away refreshed. He saw, or
thought he did, a revival in the cinema like that of the pre
Raphaelites in Art, and ended with one of his well-known
attacks upon Americanism. MR. SMITH began by telling us
all about Mrs. Grundy on holiday, and ended by saying that
sordid films acted as a deterrent. The VICE-PRESIDENT, as
may be expected, considered that Americanism was corrupting
the English tongue. He regretted that so many theatres had
been turned into cinema houses. There was a wealth of in
sinuation in MR. HUMPHREYS-DAVIES' simple question, " Why
was a censor necessary?" The PRESIDENT then left the chair
to make a confession which the House believed. Even he had
his Mr. Hyde, which committed the heinous sin of visiting the
cinema. The very fact that Americanisms had crept into our
language was a proof of the degrading influence of the cinema.
MR. BOWMAN followed and said that people did not really take
bad films to heart.

Mr. Pettitt and the Hon. Treasurer then summed up. When
put to the vote, the Motion was lost by 15 to 17 votes.

A Debate was held in the Lower Library on Saturday,
November 21st, at 6.4-5 p.m. The Minutes of the last meeting
were read by the acting Hon. Secretary, Mr. Savage. In reply
to a question about the absence of some members of the
Committee, the President stated that they were obliged to
assist in various dramatic enterprises; the committee would
discuss the matter, with a view to preventing any. such clash
of engagements in the future. The President then put the
Motion before the House :-" That Civilization is the Mother
of Helplessness."

MR. GREEN, in proposing the motion, hoped that no one
would be misled into making irrelevant comparisons between
ourselves and primitive men; civilization, he asserted, was the
mother, not the child, of helplessness. He had read a prophetic
description of a state in which men buzzed instead of talking,
and consulted "programmometers" in place of barometers.
Ancient Britons would have been rightly shocked if they had
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been told of the conditions of life to-day. The human body
had· deteriorated as a result of civilization, teeth especially
having become worse. People lacked ability to look after
themselves: Mr. Jones of Surbiton would be quite helpless if
he were suddenly depri ved of trams, 'buses, and eggs and bacon.
Even cowboys and butchers were decadent. People, he con
ceded, did do such things as swimming the channel and flying
to Australia, but where did it all lead? To buzzing.

Members who ha,l been disconcerted by Mr. Green's depress
ing predictions, were considerably reassured when MR. PEPYS,
the Opposer, stated that the description was untrue: he himself
believed in free-will and refused to buzz. Cavemen were not
stronger than modern men; they were more prone to illness
and usually died when they were ill (Question). He defended
Mr. Jones of Surbiton; a savage put down in the midst of
Oxford Circus would be far more helpless than Mr. Jones
deprived of his trams. In other words, civilized men knew
more about barbarism than barbaria,ns did about civilization.
He evidently considered this point important, for he repeated
it, during the course of his remarks, in quite five different ways.
A civilized man knows how to apply remedies for illness,
whereas all a barbarian does is to offer a gift to his idol and
hope for the best. The Proposer's statement about teeth was
incorrect. After a brief repetition of his principal theme, Mr.
Pepys sat down amid grateful applause.

MR. SMITH, the third speaker, said that he considered it
quite likely that buzzing would supersede speech; the lower
school were already beginning to take it up. Various things,
such as Stonehenge, made it clear that prehistoric men must
have possessed considerable strength. Illness had become
more frequent as a result of civilization: for example, colds,
influenza and "all that sort of business." He could find
examples in everyday life of people being rendered helpless by
laughter, with pain, or even with admiration. Politics and
finance were becoming increasingly complex and getting out of
control: the ascendancy of woman was bringing abont the
helplessness of men; sport was degraded by professionalism, as
were morals by the cinema and, of course, all that sort of
business. The more sudden type of helplessness, caused by
such things as tanks and poison gas, was apparently counter
acted by protective inventions, which, however, were actually
bringing us nearer to being dominated by machines. In the
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course of our evolution from monkeys we had already lost our
tails; there was no saying what we might lose in the future.

MR. PETTITT, speaking fourth, said that he had been in the
room just forty-six minutes and his case was proved: that
child of civilization, the last speaker, had been so obviously
helpless that his speech had been nothing but a fog, out of
which emerged at intervals "women," "tanks," "poison gas."
This would have been a most impressive opening but for the
fact that Mr. Pettitt had inadvertently proved his opponent's
case instead of his own. He went on to say that we to-day
have to do a great many things for ourselves. It was not
civilization, but lack of civilization, that had caused the down
fall of empires. All this about losing limbs and buzzing was
pure speculation. Civilization had relieved illness, and was,
above all, intended to be helpful to mankind.

On the motion bein!{ thrown open to the House, MR. BARNES
declared that every previous civilization had brought on its own
ruin, and that our downfall was certain. MR. WILLIAMS
attempted to demolish each of the four speakers in turn, thereby
leaving everyone in doubt as to which side his remarks were
intended to support; the third speaker had said that we had
lost our tails; might he point out that we were descended from
apes, which had no tails? He was followed by MR. HARRIS,
with a forceful speech for the opposition, in which he accused
the Proposers of .. praising every century but their own." The
VICE-PRESIDENT spoke feelingly about cold showers, and then
went on to say that false teeth rendered some people quite
helpless. That product of civilization, Mr. Smith, had spoken
for a quarter of an hour, and the President had been too helpless
to ring his bell. MR. ANDEHSON, as usual, wished to look on
the subject from a different angle; bodies, he said, might have
deteriorated, minds certainly had not. MR. HODGKINSON,
determined to say something startling, declared that there was
no such thing as civilization to-day-we were still savages. He
thought that people nowadays still kept in good physical
condition; climbing the Matterhorn called for great physical
strength. MR. HIGGINS considered that civilization was nothing
but luxury, and MR. TAYLOR did not believe that it had brought
about mental improvement. The House then went into
committee on the subject of Greek History, but the President
came to the rescue by leaving the chair and making a short
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speech. There were, he said, the physical and intellectual sides
to the question; in the former there had been deterioration,
and in the latter undoubted improvement. There was a more
important aspect, namely the moral, and here he confessed
himself unable to make a decision.

Mr. Pepys and Mr. Green then summed up. The Motion
was won by 16 votes to 7. The House was then adjourned.

THE DRAMATIC SOCIETY.

It was a good plan that three one-act plays were chosen for
the Dramatic Society to act on November 28th. I went away
from the performance feeling that I had had" my money's
worth," and in not such a critical mood as had it been, say, a
three-act play. For people with simple minds, the "AIice in
Wonderland" kind of mind, the" Golden Dooin" was a very
satisfying performance; there was a fairy-tale atmosphere
about it which was very pleasing. I liked the acting of the
Boy and Girl best, perhaps because they were young enough
to feel this atmosphere, although]. W. Hearnshaw and]. Rogers
as the sentries and H.]. W. Meakin as the King's Chamberlain
deserve honourable mention.

There was no fairy-tale in "The Stoker," which was perhaps
the best-acted of the three plays. AIl the actors succeeded in
making you take a definite Iiking or disliking to them, which is
as it should be; G. R. M. Freyberg being especiaIly successful
as a rather obnoxious business man, while D. E. B. Harris was
quite charming as Sheila Pallant. D. R. W. ElIis as the Stoker
had the hardest part, but he acted it very well. Not for a
moment did the drama faIl or tension slacken, a proof of which
is that no one laughed at the wrong place. The climax was
good and really gripping.

In the last play we were given a glorious piece of fooling of
which the best exponents were G. A. L. Rutledge as the
astrologer and T. B. Beresford as Nekko. Whately-Smith
was a very convincing Duke. G. A. L. Rutledge did well to
keep up interest in the plot which only had a very little action
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in it; T. B. Beresford and A. C. G. Coward had a delightfully
inconsequential air. The end of the play was good, but I did
not like the love scene much; although Mair acted well, it
seemed a backwater to the rest of the play. It was very
pleasantto go away at the end having seen a fairy-tale, adrama
and a comedy, all of them well acted and produced, and I hope
that they will do it again.

DRAMATIS PERSONJE.

"THE GOLDEN DOO~I"

BY LORD DUNSANY.

The King
The King's Cham berlain
The Chief Prophet
A Prophet
A Sentry
Another Sentry
A Spy
A Stranger
Attendant
A Boy
A Girl

D. G. HARRIS

H. J. W. MEAKIN

'" B. J. RUSSELL

E. G. HODGKINSON

J. W. HEARNSHAW

... J. ROGERS

·M. PETTITT

T. S. S. GREGORY

R. E. O. WILLIAMS

J. H. J. MAIDLOW

D. W. B. TAYLOR

Scene:

Time:

Archie Railton
Peter Howard
The Captain
The Stoker
Mrs. Leighton
Sheila Pallant

Outside the King's door at Zericon.

Some while before the fall of Babylon.

"THE STOKER"

BY HAIWLD BRIGHOUSE.

B. H. LOCK

G. R. M. FREYBERG

J. HOMFRAY

D. R. W. ELLIS

P. A. DEVITT

D. E. B. TAYLOR

Scene:

Time:

The Captain's room on board an East Indian liner.

The present.
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"THE INVISIBLE DUKE"

223

BY F. SLADEN-SMITH
The Duke A. R. WHATELy-SMITH
The Astrologer G. A. L. RUTL,EDGE
Nekko 1 . {T.B. BERESFORD
Dekko JClowns attendant on the Astrologer A. C. G. COWARD

Francesco, cousin to the Duke... J. MAIR
Emilia, betrothed to the Duke O. CLARKE

Scene:
Time:

The Laboratory.

The Middle Ages.

~"

Stage Manager-F. W. O. Smith.

Electrician-S. J. Stephens.

THE NAVY IN THE EAST INDIES.

[The following is part of a letter received from an 0.5. serving in the Navy.]

Trincomali,
23rd October, 1931.

I left England on the 12th of June and joined the ship out
here, taking passage in a luxuriant P. & O. liner. Shades of
national economy! Almost immediately after I joined we
sailed, and the first place we stopped at was Diego Garcia, in
the Chagos Archipelago. The island is leased from the British
government by a company which sends a schooner three or four
times a year to collect the cocoanuts. The only white man on
the island is a Frenchman, who lives there with his family. He
came on board and saw our cinema one night, and we gave him
some tobacco and the latest papers, and just before we left he
sent a live pig on board as a present to the admiral.

We then went to Mauritius and had a wonderful time. vVe
played tennis, rugger, soccer, hockey and, for those who liked
it, golf. I get every second afternoon and evening off, and there
was not a day that I was not doing something. There are a
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great many French people in the island, most of them descended
from the emigres of the Revolution; they keep very much to
themselves and speak French, but most of them can speak
Ertglish and they go to Cambridge if they go to a university at
all. They say they are proud to be French and also to belong
to the Empire, but I don't think they would be sorry to see
Mauritius in French hands.

After Mauritius we touched at one or two little islands, saw
how they were getting on, and then passed on our way to
Kilwa Kisiwani, a native village on the east coast of Africa in
Tanganyika territory; there is a very good harbour there, and
last year when the ship came in the shooting was very good,
but this year it was rotten. The Persians used to trade here a
great deal and there is still the remains of an old fort of theirs,
and even now by walking along the sea-shore it is easy to pick
up beads which these Persians used to cast into the sea to
placate the Gods.

We then went to Dar-es-Salaam, which was hot and not
terribly interesting, although we were given a very good time,
as we were everywhere. vVe stayed there four or five days,
and then went on. to Zanzibar. When we anchored we gave
the Sultan a royal salute of 21 guns. He is the ruler here and
has plenty of very nice palaces round about. He is advised by
a council, but all laws that he passes have to have the signature
of the British Resident. The admiral had him to lunch one
day, and after lunch he was shown a boxing display, a bayonet
fight, a hornpipe, and some conjuring tricks, and given a large
picture and crest of the ship. He hada barge which was given
him by Queen Victoria, in which he was rowed off to the ship;
the crew were dressed in scarlet and blue, and he sat in a silver
chair under a canopy surrounded by his sheiks, and the whole
thing looked very picturesque. I went for a drive inland, and
saw them picking and drying the cloves. They are laid out
in the sun in front of the villages on mats, and gradually shrivel
up and turn brown and become as you see them in apple tart.

We then went on to Pemba Island, a dependancy off Zanzibar,
just north of it, and there I saw my first bull-fight. The show
was really in honour of the admiral's visit. He was met when
he landed by the local sheik dressed in his flowing oriental
robes, a coloured turban and with his scimitar by his side: the
English population, a doctor, the Commissioner and the District
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Officer followed, and they were preceded by a mob of howling
natives who were the guard of honour. Thus the procession
arrived on what might be termed the village green, and there
were about a dozen separate groups of natives doing different
dances to the accompaniment of tom-toms,wooden pipes, rattlers,
and the clapping of hands, while at times the" orchestra" would
break into a chant.. It was all frightfully interesting, and after
looking at the dances we went down to the" arena." It was
actually the soccer ground (the nati ves play soccer rather well,
and can kick like anything with bare feet), and was bounded on
three sides by hills. We were shown to the grand stand, which
was of the most flimsy structure, and we climbed up and sat on
chairs which were perched on branches spread across. Just below
us there was a native with a wooden pipe; he had but three
notes and very piercing they were, and he harped on these three
for an hour and apparently did not stop even to take a breath.
They then produced the bull, and dragged it by a long rope
across a field and tied it to our stand and hooted at it for about
five minutes. Then they let it go and it trotted quite peacefully
towards its house, not attempting to knock anyone down, which
was very disappointing. They produced two more bulls; one
did make some half-hearted attempts to charge, but the natives
dodged out of the way, and it just made for home. So ended
my first bull-fight; not a very gay affair!

After Pemba we went to Mombasa, and a party of 75 officers
and men were invited up to Nairobi. Vve took up our rugger,
soccer, hockey and boxing teams,·and our concert party. The
latter gave two shows and our boxing team fought Kenya and
won, and there was some sort of match every afternoon; the
proceeds from all these paid for our train fares and the lodging
of the men. All the officers were lodging out with various
people. I got one day's shooting, and shot two beasts with
quite good heads which are' being mounted now. After
spending a week there a party of fifteen officer!' and ten men
were invited up to Kampala on the ~hores of Lake Victoria
Nyanza. We had a ripping time there, and all that was at the
expense of the Uganda government. \Ve spent three nights in
the train going back, and we climbed up to 9,000 feet, to
Timboroa, which is supposed to be the highest peak in the
British Empire; we crossed the equator three times at that
height and it was quite cold. The day we got back the ship
left Mombasa, and next stopped at Seychelles; we stayed for
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four days at Mate Island, and then came on to Colombo for a
week, and after that round here to Trincomali, having done over
8,000 miles. That is how we protect the Empire, and, from
our point of view, a very good way of doing it!

BALLADE OF NOVEMBER THE FIFTH.

" Urchin, how can you revel so
With spirting squibs and fire ablaze?

One might suppose you didn't know
\Vhy custom sanctions these displays.
Have you 110 grateful hymn of praise

Instead of that unseemly cry?
He turned on me his stupid gaze

"\\Tho'lI give a penny for the guy? "

" Because some centuries ago,
Foul treason did the land amaze,

It is not right to overflow
With raucous shouts and wild affrays."
-But he continued still to raise

A most indecorous reply:
" God blegs yer, ev'ryone wot pays!

V\'ho'll give a penny for the guy?"

" But see," I thought, " his face aglow
As to the match his hand he lays;

How clearly does his action show
The spirit that his heart obeys !"
-Then through the dull November haze

A rocket shed its stars on high;
I cried, infected by the craze :

" \\Tho'll give a penny forthe guy?"

ENVOI.

Prince, do not blame their noisy ways,
Look on them with a lenient eye;

Their shout brings thoughts of bygone days :
" Who'll give a penny for the guy?"
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ARMISTICE DAY.

227

The joy of home-fires and the gift of will
Faded to memories, for them .... yet laughter still
Softened their fleeting lives, refreshed their brain,
And steadied jangled nerves with its refrain-
Laughing they lived, until hard-moulding Death
Stiffened their laughing lips-sharp caught their breath
And turned its warmth to mystic nothingness.
Now they are gone; have left the wearing stress
Of random death, sped from an unseen hand-
Left, too, the haunting sorrow of the land,
Ravaged and scarred; no more the ghost-filled nights
Will bar them sleep, but comradeship's delights
Shall hold them ever-now friend meets with friend
In carefree happiness until the End.

IRONY.

A young man stumbled in the moon-lit night
Into the cool air, sighing-

Sobbing for joy of the silent-moving light
Catching his breath and crying:

"Oh, for the void of heaven's blue
And palaces of gold!

Oh, for a pagan snatch of song
Half-heard in the dawn and dew!
Music of rivers, cool and long,

And the wind's call, ages old!

Oh give me Beauty, God," he cried,
And cried again ... and crying ..• died..•



228 The Shirburnian

FOOTBALL.

1ST XV.

[DECEMBER,

SCHOOL 'V. CLIFTON CLUB.

Played on the Upper on Saturday, November 7th.
The School won the toss and played towards Sherborne.

The school forwards settled down quickly ,1Ild proceeded to
dominate the scrums and line-out, but, although the outsides
broke through on more than one occasion, the Clifton defence
was sound. From a scrum beneath the posts Clifton were
offside and Candler missed the goal with his place-kick. Soon,
however, Mossman cut through and passed to Ridout, who scored.
Bowman missed the goal from an easy angle (3-0). The school
forwards had been playing very well, and Bowman nearly
scored from a line-out; the Clifton left wing then had to leave
the field with a dislocated elbow. The school outsides for the
remainder of the first half tried to give our forwards a rest,
but, unfortunately, they constantly kicked right into the hands
of the full-back, Evans, who was a fine player.

In the second half Clifton pressed hard from the kick-off, and
from a loose scrum on the line Foss dropped a goal (3-4).
Clifton pressed again, but a fine rush by the whole school pack
nearly led to a try. Clifton took play back again, and Cleveland
Smith cut through in the centre to score a nice try. The kick
failed (3-7). Although heavily outweighted (for Ridout had
already left the field) the school forwards responded well, and
the pack, well led by Bowman, made some very fine rushes
taking all before them, but, unfortunately, they failed to score
again before no-side.

The match was a triumph for the school forwards, who had
control in the loose most of the game, but the school defence
was none too certain, although Patterson and Candler played
well together. But the match ought to have been won, and
would have been won if the school kicking had been even fair.

School - Prosser; Oppe, R. V. Cook, W. D. S. Mossman,
B. A. Picton; P. L. Candler, R.W. Patterson; J. H. Bowman,
D. L. Ridout, T. Fenwick, R. H. Hinton, P. C. Messer, T,
Palmer, M. C. Walker, P.]. Smith.
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ClijtOll Club.:......-R.D. Evans; K.O.CottelI,K. D.e.Cleveland.
Smith, N. G. Harvey, L. F. Betty; J. S. Hall, N. F. Fitzhenry,
H. B. Jolly, G. L. Foss, N. F. Newsome, S. J. Carwardine,
L. W. Davey, D. C. Osborn, A. C. J. Neale, B. H. Page.

SCHOOL v. DOWNSIDE.

Played at Downside on November 14th, and won by a goal,
a dropped goal and a try (12 points), to a try (3 points).

The School won the toss and played downhill with the wind
and rain blowing across the field. Throughout the match
rain fell steadily, so that the ground became a quagmire and
open play difficult.

From the kick-off the three-quarters began passing and
Robinson took the ball into the Downside twenty-five. From
a scrum soon afterwards Candler cut through all the left and
passed inside to Bowman, who passed to Fenwick to score
under the pasIs. . The try was not converted. Palmer marked
from the next kick-off and kicked well to touch. Again the
three-quarters got going, but Cook's pass to Robinson, when
the former was nearly over the line, was too Iow and a knock
on resulted. A minnte later, Candler dropped a goal from a
set scrum straight in front of the posts. Score, 7-0. A few
minutes later Candler again cut through and passed to Cook,
who scored near the posts. This try was converted by Fenwick.
There was no more scoring for the remaining twenty minutes
of the first half, Downside repeatedly getting the ball in the
scrums.

In the second half, play was for the most part in the Down
side half of the ground, but we were unable to score again,
though we often looked dangerous. With about fifteen minutes
to go, Biegel, the Downside captain, ran through on the left
wing from a short pass and, beating several men by real pace,
scored far oul. Score, 12-3. The remainder of the game·
was a mud-battle between the two packs, with an occasional
burst by the three-quarters. Candler made another attempt to
drop a goal.

There was no question of the School's superiority as a side,
though the Downside forwards taught us something in taking
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the ball and in kick and rush tactics. The School outsides,
especially the halves, were good and at times handled the ball
as if it had been dry. Connell at full-back found conditions all
against him, and Cook's hands sometimes played him false.
The forwards were not so good as they had been against
Clifton Club: they did not get their fair share of the ball in
the tight, though they were lively in the loose. The line-out
must be improved.

School-Connell; B. H. D. Robinson, R. V. Cook, W. D. S.
Mossman, T. M. B. Green; P. L. Candler, R. W. Patterson;
J. H. Bowman, D. L. Ridout, T. Fenwick, R. H. Hinton,
T. Palmer, M. C. Walker, C. C. Macaskill, P. J. Smith.

Downside-H. J. Whyte; J. A. Addington, B. M. O'Brien,
A. E. Denaro, P. H. Biegel; H. K. Cook, I. K. Mackenzie;
J. A. Arnold, A. D. H. Grayson, G. R. H. Grayson, A. A. Muir,
G. B. Shaw, S. H. Scroope, W. G. M. Worrall,. A. M.
Bonham-Carter.

SCHOOL V. RICHMOND "A."

Played on the Upper in fine, sunny weather on Saturday,
November 21st.

The school won the toss and played towards Sherborne. The
school failed to get the ball in the first few scrums; and play
was ragged. But from a scrum in the Richmond twenty-five
Candler went round the blind side, passed to Fenwick, who
spoilt a certain try by knockiug on. However, from the ensuing
scrum, Candler dropped a good goal (4-0). From the kick-off
Patterson broke away, bur failed to pass to Robinson, who was
backing up. Richmond retaliated, and Gaye nearly scored,
and, although Candler relieved with a kick to touch, the school
were forced . later to touch down. From the scrum on the
school line, Robinson, the Richmond fly-half, dropped a goal
(4-4).

In the second half the school played a little better, Mossman
scoring far out (7-4). The school forwards, although getting
the ball, were nowhere in the open and loose, and when
Bowman broke away once or twice on his own there was no
one to back him up for about thirty yards. Smith picked up
once in the loose and passed to Candler, who then passed to
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Robinson, who ran half the length of the field to score. Bowman
kicked a good goal (12-4). Although Richmond pressed from
a forward rush, the school nearly scored again through Mossman.

Thus ended an uninteresting and, at times, even comical
game. It was nothing but a series of mistakes, for nothing
went right. Although the forwards obtained their fair share of
the ball, they were absolutely nowhere in the loose, while the
outsides often dropped passes and failed to draw their men.
Perhaps the worst fault was that nobody ran at full pace when
he had the ball. However, it was a match more of an experi
mental nature than anything, for the side was not at full strength.

School-Prosser; B. H. D. Robinson, B. A. Picton,W. D. S.
Mossman, T. V. R. Wilson; P. L. Candler, R. W. Patterson;
]. H. Bowman, D. L. Ridout, T. Fenwick, P. ]. Smith, M. C.
Walker, R. H. Hinton, P. C. Messer, C. C. Macaskill.

Richmond "A"-]. C. May; ]. A. Keyner, W. O. Smedley,
D. B. Gaye, H. C. Partridge; ]. C. Robinson, W. Philipson;
C.]. Carey, G. W. H, Peters, C. Abell, R. S. Paterson, R. H.
Bellamy,]. H. C. Rowe, C. W. Burnett, H. Williams.

SCHOOL V. DULWICH.

Played on the Upper on Saturday, November 28th, on a
dull day with no wind.

The school won the toss and played towards Sherborne.
Dulwich started dangerously, Cook missing his man badly, but
fortunately these mistakes were covered. It was soon obvious
that the school forwards were now obtaining the superiority,
and the school began to press. The forwards" held" the ball
on the Dulwich twenty-five line, and Dulwich were penalised
for offside. Bowman kicked a nice goal (3-0). After the
kick-off the school continued to press and soon after Bowman
broke away from a line-out near the half-way line; after a good
run he kicked over the full-back's head and scored a fine try far
out on the left. The kick failed (6-0). Not long after,
Robinson, by a good run on the wing, took play into the
Dulwich twenty-five. From a scrum in front of goal Candler
tried to drop a goal, but failed. Dulwich began to press very
strongly, and Candler made a magnificent save to prevent them
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scoring. Dulwich kept up the pressure and the school were
forced to touch down again. The school had brought play back
to mid-field when half-time came.

Dulwich pressed from the kick-off, but good tackling pinned
them down. The school outsides now passed well, and nearly
scored twice on the blind side through Green, who was very
obviously crippled and thus not going full pace. Dulwich were
then penalised on their own line, and Bowman placed another
goal (9-0). From now till the end of the game the school
were in the Dulwich half except on two occasions; once when
a forward dribbled to half-way, and again when Knowland cut
through but was well tackled by Bowman. Candler put in a
magnificent kick to their corner flag, and it only needed a lovely
quick heel to send Patterson over for a try which Bowman
failed to convert (12-0).

This was a fine match; the forwards obtained a definite
superiority throughout, and their defence was sound. Bowman
was at his best, and his defensive tackling was a pleasure to see.
Candler kicked and handled well, while Iles played well at full
back, but the Dulwich defence was too safe to allow in(lividual
success to the outsides. In fact, the whole side are to be con
gratulated on a fine win.

School-J. D. H. lIes; B. H. D. Robinson, R. V. Cook,
W. D. S. Mossman, T. M. B. Green; P. L. Candler, R. W.
Patterson ; J. H. Bowman, D. L. Ridout, T. Fellwick, T. C.
Palmer, P. J. Smith, M. C.\Valker, R. H. Hinton, P. C. Messer.

Dulwich-G. V. Blaine; A. J. Boon, S. C. Griffith, B. F.
Godfrey, H. T. Bartlett; J. F. B. Phillips, V. H. Z. Knowland;
R. H. Spencer, J. S. Yonng, C. Ken, V. J. Derrick, H. S. Gain,
R. T. Coulton, S. T. Cayson, M. J. H. Darke.

SCHOOL 'V. MARLBOROUGH.

Played at Marlborough on Saturday, December 5th, and won
by three goals, one try and one penalty goal (21 points) to nil.

The School won the toss and played with the wind slightly in
their favour, blowing diagonally across the ground from right
to left. The ground wss greasy on the surface and rain fell in
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the first ten minutes. Marlborough were without Presc6tt,
their captain and leader of the forwards.

Play started slowly, because both sides found the foothold
very treacherous, but the School put in the first attack on the
left. From a set scrum Candler had a drop at goal, but the
shot went wide. The attempt had a heartening effect on the
School and shortly afterwards from a cut through on the left,
Candler sent out a long, high pass to Picton, who took it well
in his stride, and scored filr out. Bowman converted with a
good kick. There followed an exchange of free kicks for various
scrum offences, but Bowman kicked a good goal from the last
of them. Apart from one good break-away by their right wing,
who side-stepped Picton, Marlborough never appeared really
dangerous during this period. With about ten minutes to go
the School, thanks chiefly to Mossman, made a strong attack on
the right and Robiuson appeared to have scored; he slipped
into touch, however, before he grounded the ball, From this
position near the corner flag the School forwards attacked
continuously and gave a fine exhibition of control of the loose
scrums and quick heeling. Various attempts were made to
score until at last Candler slipped over on the left of the goal
posts. From right corner-flag to left goal-post the ball probably
was never more than five yards from the try-line. Bowman
converted the try. Apart from another good attempt at a
dropped goal, which touched the post, an occasional cut-through
by centres and good control by the forwards, the rest of the first
half was uneventful.

In th,· second half the l\Iarlborough forwards made some good
ru::hes, but in the main the School were too good for them.
Candler scored a good try from a clever cut through by
Robinson on the open side, and Picton scored a try from a cross
kick of his own, picking the ball out of a mass of opponents.
The first try was converted by Bowman. On several other
occasions the School lool,ed dangerous, Cook making some good
openings, aud Palmer more than once being up for a pass, but
we could not just get in.

The School played their best game of the season, and for
that reason, beside the fact that it would be invidious when
everyone played well, it is almost impossible to pick out indi
viduals for special mention. This is as it should be. There
was no question of our superiority from start to finish, and our
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opponents were generously the first to admit it. The centres
played better than they had ever played before, and the tackling,
handling and kicking of the side reached a high standard. One
special word of praise is due to the MarIborough full-back, who
throughout the game was magnificent.

School-]. D. H. Iles; B. H. D. Robinson, R. V. Cook,
W.D. S. Mossman, B. A. Picton; P. L. Candler, R.W.Patterson;
]. H. Bowman, D. L. Ridout, T. Fenwick, T. C. Palmer, P.].
Smith, M. C. Walker, R. H. Hinton, P. C. Messer.

SCHOOL V. YEOVIL.

Played on the Upper on Saturday, December 12th, and won
by the School by a goal and a try to a try. The game was a
close one, and the first half, at any rate, saw some good move
ments by the School three-quarters and some excellent kicking
by both sides. In the second half, play degenerated into a
forward scramble, and the outsides were hardly given a chance;
kicking to touch seemed to be rather overdone. The School
forwards ~ere good against a heavier pack, and though they
were shoved in the tight, they secured a fair share of the ball.
The Yeovil olitsides were well marked, but their left wing was
dangerous whenever he received the ball.

For the first few minutes of the game play was even, though
the School did most of the attacking; long kicks to touch,
chiefly by Candler, kept the play in the Yeovil half, and one
good forward rush brought the ball right up to the Yeovil line
from the School twenty-five, after a cut-through by a Yeovil
centre had gained them a great deal of ground. The School,
however, were unable to score, and after a time begall to press;
an intercepted pass and a kick ahead nearly brought them a try,
but Robinson touched down first. Good kicking brought relief,
but Yeovil still kept up the pressure, and soon afterwards a
good run by one of the centres and excellent swerving on the
wing resulted in a try. The kick failed (0-3). The School
rallied, and just before half-time Picton secured us a try by a
very well judged cross-kick, which enabled Fenwick to score
under the posts; Fenwick himself converted (5-3).

In the second half, Yeovil again began to press, but the School
gained ground by kicking, and from a scrum outside the Yeovil
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twenty-five, Candler ran round the blind side and passed in to
Macaskill, who scored; the try was unconverted (8-3). The
School continued to attack, and another cross-kick by Picton
only just failed, but as the game went on, play grew scrappier,
and became a series of kicks to touch and loose scrummages.
There was no more scoring, and towards the end, neither side
looked particularly dangerous, though the tackling was hard,
and keen play was often seen amongst the forwards.

School-J. 'D. H.Iles; B. H. D. Robinson, R. V. Cook,
W.D.S.Mossman, B.A.Picton; P.L.Candler, R.\V.Patterson;
T. Fenwick, T. C. Palmer, P. J. Smith, M. C. Walker, R. H.
Hinton, C. C. Macaskill, J. J. Wiley, T. B. Beresford.

2ND XV.

SCHOOL v. CLIFTON CLUB "A."

This match was ,played at the same time as the 1st XV
match against Clifton club. Despite the usual feeling of
isolation that always accompanies playing on the Lower while
an Upper match is in progress, the School side played better
football than in previous matches. CliftOll were the first to
score through weak tackling in the centre, but soon afterwards
the School drew level with a well kicked penalty awarded for
offside. Shortly afterwards Gates ran well after a good pass
from Grayburn to SCOI e under the posts. Fox converted, and
the School led for a few minutes. Before half-time, however,
the club again scored close in and the scores were level at 8 all.

In the second half the extra weight of the club side began to
tell, The School halves, who had done well in the first half.
were no longer able to get their men, and more tries were added
for the club. The final score was 24-8.

This represented quite a g08d effort on the School side.
Wigan was very much better than against Bryanstoll, though
his lack of size and pace told against him in the second half.
Gates played a good game. On the wing Grayburn played for
the first time, and acquitted himself well. The forwards were
good up to a point, but there was a tendency not to watch the
ball in the loose scrums.
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School-Connell; Oppe, H, F. W. Fox, Oates, Grayburn;
Lock, Wigan; R.W. Peters, C. A. P. Tarbutt, G. R. A. Follett,
J. J. Wiley, Manning, Knoop, Warne, Beresford.

SCHOOL 'V. BRUTON.

This game produced the best display of the season as far as
the 2nd XV were concerned. Playing against the wind in the
first half the School forwards soon showed that they were going
to control the game. The first score came from a penalty
awarded for off-side just outside the twenty-five line. This
was followed by two unconverted tries before half-time. Fox
crossed for a third try, but it was disallowed because the ball
was not properly grounded. During this half the School were
playing well, but were inclined not to finish off their movements.
The Bruton left centre had looked dangerous whenever he was
given the ball, hut mistakes in the School defence were always
well covered. After half-time the School got right on top.
Cook, who had done only fairly well in the first half, began to
play his best game and led up to several good tries. The score
was taken to thirty before Bruton were able to reply with a
good try, which was convel ted.

The form shown was very promising, especially as Bruton
were by no means a bad side. Peters led the forwards very
much better than he had done before, and all eight appeared to
be playing intelligently. Warne was often prominent, but still
showed a weakness in finishing off. Knoop played his first
game at scrum half and, although very slow, was accurate. He
got Cook going very well in the second half. The three-quarters
were adequate, Fox showing something like his best form.
lIes at full-back played very well indeed, some of his catching
being first-class.

School-lIes: Oppe, H. F. W. Fox, Freyberg, Grayburn;
R. V. Cook, Knoop; R. W. Peters, C. A. P. Tarbutt, G. R. A,
FolIett, J. J. Wiley, Manning, Blandford, Warne, Beresford.

SCHOOL 'V. CANFORD.

This match turned out to be the only one of the season in
which a full 2nd XV could be played, and the side certainly
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took advantage of the occasion. Canford were not quite at
full strength, and playing against the wind first half, they soon
found that they were up against it. Quick heeling by the
School forwards gave the backs plenty of chances, though Knoop
was still slow at getting the ball away. The first score came
from a good break through by Wilson, who passed inside for
Warne to finish off the muvement. These two were noticeable
for good combination many times during the match, one other
try coming in the same manner. Four more tries came the way
of the School before half-time, and the score at that point was
the very comfortable one of 26-0.

In the second half it was soon apparent that Canford would
not be able to take ad vantage of the wind to the extent that the
School had in the first half. Play was certainly more level, but
the School forwards were well on top. For some time, bad
passing in difficult conditions prevented further scoring, but
eventually two more llnconverted tries were added by the School
without any reply by Canford, the final score being thus 32-0.

This was a very satisfactory game. Vv'ilson, at fly-half,
showed the form of the end of last season, and was always too
quick for his opposite number. Picton played a game in the
centre which showed that he is probably potentially a better
centre than a wing, though he was inclined to hesitate when he
got up to the full-back-incidently the best player on the
Canford side. The forwards were well together and mostly did
what they were told, though Blandf01 d showed rather an in
clination not to listen to Peters. Iles was again sound at full
back, and brought off one really fine save in the second half.

School-lIes; Oppe, H. F. VV. Fox, B. A. Picton, Grayburn;
T. V. R. Wilson, Knoop; R. W. Peters, C. A. P. Tarbutt,
G. R. A. Follett, ].]. WiJey, Manning, Blandford, Warne,
Beresford.

SCHOOL V. CASTLE CARY.

This game was played under most depressing conditions of
wind and rain. The School played with the wind first half,
and made good use of their opportunities. Two tries were
scored, one of which was converted. The first try was the
result of a particularly good run by Grayburn. In addition,
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Wilson dropped a very clever goal when surrounded by
opponents. The forwards played well, Beresford being in good
form, but their tactics were not of the best. Many of the
Castle Cary forwards preferred to hang about the fringes of the
grovel instead of getting in, and the correct plan would have
been to have held the ball and rushed in down the field .

. Instead of this, the ball was repeatedly heeled, only to be kicked
away by the opposing forwards, who were frequently pulled up
for off·side.

In the second half the same tactics were repeated, with the
result that the game was all but lost in the last few minutes.
With ten minutes to go, the score was still 12-0, but then the
Cary forwards got the ball near the School line and forced it
over for a try. Almost at Once they were on the School line
again, and a rather wild kick gained them a second try. This,
however, ended the scoring and left the School winners of a
rather scrappy game by 12 points to 8.

School-W. B. O. Prosser; A. F. D. Oppe, Oates, Freyberg,
P. H. Grayburn; T. V. R. Wilson, L. Knoop; R. W. Peters,
C. A. P. Tarbutt, G. R. A. Follett, ].]. Wiley, P. G. W.
Manning, E. O.T. B1andford, R. M. M. Warne, T. B. Beresford.

SCHOOL v. ROYAL TANK CORPS.

I t was very unfortllllate that the 2nd XV had to bring their
season to a close by playing with a very depleted side against the
Tank Corps team from Bovington. All the same the match
proved to be a good one. The visftors were naturally heavier
than the School side, although they were a forward short.

Playing with a slight wind behind them the TankCorps were
soon on the attack. After a spell of somewhat scrappy play
with occasional raids by the School, the visiting scrum half
slipped round the blind side and scored far out. After afurther
ten minutes the same player made an opening for Lock, who
was deputising for the visitors, to score a.good try. Both these
tries could have been saved by quicker breaking by the wing
forwards and more deternined tackling at scrum half. ] ust
before half time Fox intercepted a pass and a good movement
saw Ralston score near the post. Fox converted.
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In the second half the School ought to have got on the attack.
Weak finishing, however, prevemted them doing so. Many
good wheels by the forwards were discounted by poor tackling at
the end. The backs were not getting many chances as Peters
decided to keep the ball fairly close. This was quite a good
decision, and might well have succeeded. When the ball did
come out Wilson was a little bit inclined to hang on too long.
The first score in this half was a converted try by the Tank
Corps, following good work by Lock. In the last few minutes
the School really did begin to attack and the result was a good
try by Freyberg which was converted by Fox. It was too late,
however, for no-side went almost at once. The School were
attacking right up to the end, and the last kick of the game was
a good attempt to drop a goal by Prosser.

On the whole the play was satisfactory, though there were
weak spots. Of the substitutes, Ralston played a good game,
and should be useful next year.

SchooZ-Connell; Freyberg-, W. B. O. Prosser, H. F. W.
Fox, Addison; T. V. R. Wilson, L. Knoop; R. W. Peters,
C. A. P. Tarbutt, E. O. T. Blanford, P. G. W. Manning,
R. M. M. \Varne, Ralston, Hobbs, Evans.

The Pilgrims' match against the Old Haileyburians will take
place on Monday, January 11 th, on the ground of the Old
Merchant Taylors, at Teddington. Kick-off, 2.30.

THE Two COCK.

Played on the Lower on Thursday, December 3rd.
The House won the toss and played towards Sherborne with

a fairly strong wind. Play starled with a scrum in the middle
and from the start the School pressed, and heeled on the House
line. Watney ran through, but good tackling just kept the
School from scoring. Then the House started to press, and
Alexander ran through the defence more than once, but the
outsides lacked final thrust and failed to score, although
Alexander was pushed into touch a yard or two from the line.
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It was from one of these attacks which broke down that Miles
snapped up the ball and raced away, dodged the full-back and
passed to Helbling, who scored beneath the posts (3-0). The
House continued to attack and the School were penalised for
off-side on their own twenty-five line. The House appeared
to throwaway a chance of a goal with a following wind by
finding a short touch. The House continued to press and were
within an ace of scoring just before half-time, but the School
held out.

It looked as if the School would now win fairly comfortably,
having the advantage of the wind, but such was not the case,
for the House forwards proceeded to play a fine game under
Homfray's leadership. For the whole of this half they had the
better of the play, but slow heeling prevented their backs from
getting really on the attack. The most astonishing thing about
the School forwards this half was that, although they held the
opposition well and were on to their mistakes like a flash, they
persisted in denying their backs the ball. The result was that
although the School kept relieving by short kicks to touch and
loose rushes the House forwards continnally worked the ball
back again. There was only one occasion when the School
were right on top of their opponent's line, and then they scored
far out on the left through Lochore (6-0). On another
occasion the House had a lucky escape when Fox took a penalty
from the touch-line and it hit the cross-bar!

Thus ended a fine struggle. Both packs of forwards played
hard and well, the House forwards being superior in footwork.
Homfray led well and kept them going to the end; Ryle and
Smith both played a good game, while Jones saved an almost
certain try at the end with a fine tackle. The tackling of the out
sides on both sides was very good and hard; Hopcraft especially
was ubiquitous in defence, bringing off some fine tackles. Round
Turner was safe, even if he did not kick very long. For the
School, Hunter and King played well among the forwards,
while the passing of the backs was very good. Watney, Fox
and Miles all did good things, but a good defence was always
ready for them.

School-Alien; de Carteret, Fox mi., Miles, Helbling;
Watney, Lochore; King, Hawtrey, Chase, Fyson, Neish,
Newman-Young, Hunter, Humphreys-Davies ma.
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School House---Round-Turner ma.; Cunningham, Nash,
Goodden, von Blumenthal; Alexander, Hopcraft; Homfray,
Lyle, Kentwell, Sharpe, Young quart., Jones, Smith quart.,
Morgan ma.

JUNIORS.

The results were as follows :

First Round.
Elderton's beat Parry.Jones', 12-8.
Macfarlane-Grieve's beat O'Hanlon's, 14-5.

Second Round.
Ross' beat Elderton's, 14-0.
Brown's beat Macfarlane-Grieve's, 21-5.

Challenge Roulld.
Parry-Jones' beat O'Hanlon's, 19-0.
Macfarlane-Grieve's beat Elderton's, 6-3.

Third Round.
Brown's beat Ross', 6-3.

Challenge ROUlzd.
Ross' beat Macfarlane-Grieve's, 6-0.

CORRESPONDENCE.

[The Editors of The Shirbllrnian do not hold themselves responsihle for
the opinions expressed by contributors.)

To the Editors of The Shirbltrnian.

Sherborne House,
31, Union Street,

London, S.E.1.
11th December, 1931.

Dear Sir.

Our last letter to you met with a certain amount of interesting response,
particularly from Old Shirburnians, who all expressed a desire that a
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regular terminal letter should come from us. giving a few events that have
taken place at Sherborne House. One letter in particular. which came from
India. was of singular interest; not only because it contained a cheque for
a substantial sum of money (which the bank cleared without any rude
remarks I). but also because it was an exceedingly pleasant one and made
us feel that even in these difficult times Southwark was worth while. We
hope the sender will read this and realise how much we appreciated it.

We have been having a busy time since we last wrote. and our activities
range from Church Parades (one with the Mayor of Southwark in Sonthwark
Cathedral. and anotbl,r on Armistice Sunday with the 24th London Terri
torial Regiment) to Billiard and Physkal Training Competitions. The
number of recruits who have enlisted since the summer is well over thirty.
for which we have Sergeant-Major to thank. so that our total force is now
52. All the recruits. it may be said. are very keen fellows.

The" Lady West" Shooting Competition took place a week or so ago.
The result was quite good and the number of competitions large (A. H. L.
Batter and J. S. Vine have been managing the shooting and they are to be
congratulated on their efforts;n-Sec.).

The Government have now decided that they will recognise us again. and
our thanks are due to Lord Allenby. whose persuasion and interest are
responsible for the decision.

Sergeant-Major and Mrs. Neal are well. and Mrs. Neal has quite recovered
from her operation.

We should like to thank most heartily those who have sent us clothing
and books, etc. The Library flourishes with a stock of 300 books.

In conclusion. we hope that all who possibly can will come and have a
look at the place next holidays. They will be very welcome.

On behalf of the Young 0.5. Committee working at Southwark.

J. C. RaTTaN, Hon. Sec.

P.S.-To intending visitors. Please remember:-

1. That we are more or less normal human beings.
2. That you will be treated more or less as one when you come.
3. That we do not talk about" the great cause" or "this splendid

work."
4. We are not teetotalers.

Dear Sir,
I hope this may be of interest.

To the Editor of the Morning Post.
Sir.

Seeing that you have taken up the subject of emphasising the importance
of encouraging the young idea to be proud of his kicking-either drop,
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punt. or place kick-I should like to mention another great Rugby School
where a competition was at one time annually held. I am speaking of
Sherborne.

Why this competition was done away with I do not know. but that it
did exist I am certain, because I helped (the competitors consisted of the
two best performers from each House) to win it.

Judging by the number of unconverled tries scored for Sherborne this
season, it might well be re-introduced.

L. P. (Old Shirburnian).
Gloucestershire.

Yours sincerely,
D. C. BOLSTER.

[In recent matches, however, the place-kicking has left little to be
desired.-ED.]

Dear Sir,

May we suggest that things bought by the School authorities should be
exclusively British in origin. For example, glass-ware in the laboratories.
matches in the tuck-shop, and gym.-shoes snpplied by the gym.

Yours.
A. c. G. COWARD, A. RUTLEDGE,
T. V. R. WILSON, M. PETTITT.
R. H. HINTON.

Dear Sir,

Would it not be possible for the Dramatic Society to produce a play by
some modern or nineteenth century playwright, instead of the usual
Shakespeare play? If one of these was done every other year. the audience
might not then be so bored with Shakespeare. The actors would definitely
prefer a modern play; and whether Shaw, Galsworthy or Sheridan was
chosen. I think that everyone would appreciate the change.

I remain. sir,
Yours, etc.,

THE FOOTLIGHTS.

Sir.

The Library Suggestion Book has vanished. Could it be replaced?

Yours faitbfully,

QUESTIONER.
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Dear Sir,
Many recriminations against the Tuck Shop have appeared in these pages

from time to time. Now, it seems fitting that onr gratitude should also be
expressed in the same place. This term has seen, if not a revolution, yet a
reform, in the food supplied by the tuck shop. This body has now taken
note of the School's desires. We may now fill onr mouths and stomachs
with a pound of monkey-nuts (more vulgarly termed" pea-nuts") for a
sixpenny bit, where before we could only half-fill them with sweets and
chocolate, for the same initial outlay. Besides, we have returned to the
fine old British Bourneville and dealt a death-blow to the cheaper breeds of
Dutch chocolate. "'e can now eat delicate" Cup-cakes," instead of dough
buns. For these things and many more I hope our thanks will be felt in
the proper quarter.

May I end with a suggestion. This is that a School Prefects' meeting be
called on the subject of the tuck-shop commodities, once a year, to provide
for the fickle tastes of the School's gourmets.

I remain, yours,
"BLOODLESS REVOLUTION."

Dear Sir,

What is the matter with the organization of our chapel services?

Yours,
WHATNOTE.

HOUSES.

The School House (a).

James', Curteis', Wood's, Whitehead's, \Vildll1an's, Carey's,
Parry-Jones' (b).

Tancock's, Wilson's, Dunkin's, Bensly's, Brown's (e).

Blanch's, Bel1's, Bensly's, Tindal1's, Fox's,
Macfarlane-Grieve's (d).

Hetherington's, Rhoades', Hodgson's, King's, Elderton's (j).
Milford's, Ross's (g).

O'Hanlon's (h).

Town (T).

Preparatory (Prep.).
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