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EDITORIAL.

VOL. XXXVI.

" Say, do the elm-clumps greatly stand

Still guardians of that holy land? "

HE pruner has done his woi'k well-that is

ruthlessly, relentlessly, but cleallly! Still
more cruelly has the woodcutter wielded his

axe, for one can see the Abbey clock now from
almost every classroom with unrestricted view

-even from the top of the tower above the gateway, if
indeed those lordly, exclusive, kernels of learning, the
Classical Sixth, ever deign to let their gaze roam to such

an unworthy extent.

How, indeed, are some of us going to endure watching
cricket in the long, lazy summer afternoons without the
shade of Nature's policemen to protect us while we enjoy

the succulent, subtle, lingering coolness of a melting ice?
To what grassy mound will the members of the School House

studies betake themselves on a Sunday afternoon?
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"

Yet there remains what neither pruner nor even wood
cutter has dared to touch, shrinking from their inviolability,
their invisibility, their sanctity-the roots! Sherborne has
indeed been pruned in every way-War has hurled his
thunderbolt, 'rime has swung his scythe, and Economy has
turned her threshing machine. Bnt what does pruning
signify? Why, Spring - Glorious, Youthful-above all
Youthful-Spring! Sherborne has, in fact, been" spring
cleaned." So have we all: we have passed through the
rigours of winter-cold, gloom, illness-and we are now
starting afresh with new vigour, new hopes and fresh
pleasur~s before us. Now is the time to fix our eyes on
some goal to strive towards. Sherborne's trees will grow
again, but it is for us to shape their growth, and the early
years are the most important. Are they to be the same as
before, or different? Are they to be gnarled or smooth,
twisted or straight, slender or stout? Will they be frail or
firm, beautiful or leafless, healthy or diseased?

Let us hope that once again we shall be able to nod our
heads at the poet's first question, just as we can still truth
fully say" Yes" to his succeeding Ones....

" Say is there Beauty yet to find?
And Certainty? and quiet kind?
Deep meadows yet, for to forget
The lies, and truths, and pain? .

SCHOOL OFFICERS.

Head of the School ... (b)]. H. Bowman
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School Prefects

Captain of Football

Captain of Hockey

Captain of Gym .

Captain of Fives ..

Captain of Shooting

Editors of the Shirburnian

(b) ]. H. Bowman
(c) P. M. S. Allen
(a) A. C. Goodden
(b) A. C. Pain
(j) T. V. R. Wilson
(d) G. A. L. Rutledge
(a) ]. E. C. Innes
(g) D. Evans
(b) P. C. Messer
(h) ]. D. H. Iles
(a) H. F. W. Fox
(b) P. L. Candler
(g) R. O. T. Blanford
(r) F. W. O. Smith
(c) R. Hawtrey
(g) W. D. Gibson
(b) D. L. Ridout
(j) M. Pettitt
(a) A. D. A. Wright

(b) ]. H. Bowman

(a) ]. E. C. Innes

(b) P. L. Cancller

(j) T. V. R. Wilson

(j) F. W. O. Smith

(b) ]. H. Bowman
(c) P. M. S. AlIen

VALETE.•

SCHOOL HOUSE (a).

T. ] .vVILEY-V.B (n), School Prefect, 2nd XV (1931), 1st Class
Gym., Class Leader.

W. D. S. MOSSMAN-VI (I1), House Prefect, 1st XV (1931),
2nd X V (1930), 2nd XI (1931), Sergeant in O.T.C., Class
Leader with Badge, 1st Class Gym., Gym. Squad (1930),
Member of Duffers.
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N. ]. M. TEACHER-VI (A.C.), House Prefect, Sergeant in
a.T.C., Class Leader.

M. C. WALKER-VI (Il), House Prefect, 1st XV (1931),
Sergeant in a.T.C., Class Leader with Badge.

T. W. NASH-VI (A.C.), Sergeant in a.T.C., Class Leader
with Badge.

A. F. D. aPPE-VI (Il), 2nd XV (1931).
A. H. P. HOPE-VI (Il).
P. N. Hoon-V.A (Ill), 1st Class Gym., Class Leader with

Badge.
P. A. DEVITT-V.A (rr).
1. C. STRUTT-Remove (I).
W. S. ]ONES-V.B (rr).

PARRY-lONES' (b).

C. A. P. TARBUTT-VI (nr), 2nd XV (1931), Gym. Squad
(1929), 1st Class Gym., Trebles (1931), Acting Lance
Corporal in a.T.C.

G. R. M. FREYBERG-V.A (A.C.), XXX Blazer (1931).
\V. MILLAR-Remove (rr).

BROWN'S (c).

R. a. HANCOCK--VI (Il), School Prefect, Class Leader with
Badge, Acting Lance-Corporal in a.T.C.

P. G. W. MANNING-Remove (n), House Prefect, 1st XI
(1931), 2nd XV (1931), Class Leader with Badge, Acting
Lance-Corporal in a.T.e.

R. W. PETERS - VI (rr), House Prefect, 2nd XV (1931),
Class Leader with Badge, Acting Lance-Corporal in a.T.C.

R. L. PENNO-Remove (rr), 2nd XI (1930-31).
1. A. NEISH-V.A (Il).

MACFARLANE-GRIEVE'S (d).

D. M. SOUTH-V.A (A.C.), School Prefect, Captain of Shooting,
Class Leader with Badge, 1st Class Gym., Sergeant in
a.T.C.
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G. R. E. FOLLETT-V.A (n), House Prefect, 2nd XV
(1931), Class Leader, 1st Class Gym., Lance-Corporal in
a.T.C.

D. W. E. BROWN-VI (A.C.), Class Leader with Badge,
Corporal in a.T.C., Member of Duffers, 3rd XI (1930-31).

ELDERTON'S (j).
A. C. G. COWARD-VI (Il), House Prefect, Class Leader.

Trebles (1930-31), Corporal in a.T.C., Member of Duffers.
D. E. WR1GHT--VI (m), Corporal in a.T.C.

ROSS' (g).

R. H. H1NTON- VI (Ill), School Prefect, Head of Ross',
1st XV (1931), Trebles (1929-30-31), Class Leader with
Badge, 1st Class Gym., Sergeant in a.T.C., Member of
Duffers.

J. C. F. CONNELL-VI (A.C.), House Prefect, Glass Leader,
XXX Blazer, Lance-Corporal in a.T.C.

G. A. R. SAVAGE-VI (m), House Prefect, Corporal in a.T.C.,
Member of Duffers.

T. M. B. GREEN-VI (I), House Prefect, 1st XV (1931), Class
Leader with Badge, Corporal in a.T.c., Member of Duffers.

D. J. Gow-VI (Il).
W. G. WARRE-DYMOND-IV.A (I), 1st XI (1931).

O'HANLON'S (h).
G. M. ADDISON - VI (A.C.), School Prefect, Head of

a'Hanlon's, Sergeant in a.T.C., Class Leader with Badge,
XXX Blazer, 1st Class Gym., School Gym. Squad, :Member
of Duffers.

J. F. aATS-VI (Ill), House Prefect, Sergeant in a.T.C.,
Class Leader with Badge, 1st XI Hockey (1930-31), XXX
Blazer.

W. S. BEVAN -Remove (Il), Shooting VIII (1930.31),
Marksman's Cup (1931).

[amitted from last July.]

V. F. BEUTTELL-V.B (m).
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Congratulations to the following on being presented with their
School Hockey Co10urs:-

P. ]. Smith
R. V. Cook
B. H. D. Robinson

The following were presented with their XXX Blazers at
the end of last term :-

(j) Smith ma.
(j) Lock
(b) Freyberg
(g) Connell
(b) Ralston ma.
(j) Carden
(b) Hobbs
(g) Evans ma.
(c) Horsfall
(c) Wigan
(a) Wright ma.
(j) Russell

]. H. Bowman has won an Exhibition at Trinity Hall,
Cambridge.

M. Pettitt has been awarded an Organ Scholarship of {SO,
at Clare College, Cambridge.

Congratulations' to H.]. Crawfurd on winning the Longmuir
English Literature Prize, and to vV. D. Gibson on winning
the Aston Binns Prize.

Congratulations to R. S. Elwell-Sutton on winning the
School Latin Prose Prize.

The Headmaster gave the School a half-holiday on Friday,
February 12th.
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A letter on another page draws attention to the completion
of the work on the playing-fields, which has been carried on
for the past twelve years. We should like to join in the
congratulation of all those who have been responsible for
bringing the fields into their present magnificent state.

We extend our sympathy to Mr. Palmer and Mr. Vvord£ worth
who have been unable through illness to come back this term.

The Headmaster granted a half-holiday on Wednesday,
February 24th, at the request of the Head of the School.

The Sports have been postponed until next term at the wish
of the House and School Captains of Games-with the exception
of the Mile and the Half-Mile, which were run this term.

On February 25th, Mr. ]. Betjemann gave a lecture to the
School on "The Regency Period in Architecture," and on
March 9th Mr. R. Blackburn lectured on " Flying Progress."

A meet of the Blackmore Vale Hounds was held in the
Courts on Wednesday, March 30th, when the Headmaster, at the
request of Lieut.-Col. F.]. B. vVingfield Digby, M.F.H., granted
the School a half-holiday from 10.45 a.m. to 1.0 p.m.

A Junior House Hockey Competition has been held for the
first time this term.

The Editors have received information from the Branch
Secretary of Toe H about the sum of twenty-five pouuds which
was sent by the School to help in Christmas charities in
Sherborne. The amount was distributed to unemployed with
families, aged poor and widows, the Lenthay Hostel and other
cases of need.

The Head of the School wishes to remind the School that :

(a) They should bring things that they find to him at once
(b) Those who have lost things should apply to him at once

and not give up hope altogether.
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Miss Jelly d'Aranyi gave a recital in Big School on Sunday,
March 20th.

THE GRAMOPHONE SOCIETY.

The Society has been the grateful recipient of a gift of £5
frol11 an anonymous 0.5. This has been utilised in purchasing
the "New \Vorld" Symphony (Dvorak), the "Clock"
Symphony (Haydn), and some Tannhauser records.

O.S. NEWS.

J. A. Tallent (C, 1924-29) played football for England against
the South Africans and Wales.

J. de R. Kent (d, 1924-28) has been awarded a Rowing
Blue at Oxford.

C. R. Hopwood (b, 1919.25) has been captain of Richmond
football club this season.

I n the New Year Honours the C.B.E. was conferred upon
W. B. Slade (a, 1856-58) "for services to agriculture and for
other public and philanthropic services in the State of
Queensland."

The following abbreviated account is taken from The Brisbane
Courier, and was sent by an O.S. in Australia.

" Mr. W. B. Slade, C.B.E., is one of Queensland's oldest
living pioneers and a gentleman whose name is an honoured
household word throughout Queensland and particularly on the
Darling Downs, with which province of the State he has been
so closely and so happily associated for fully 67 years. It has,
therefore, with truth been said that he is one of our most
distinguished pioneers and citizens. He was born at Yeovil,
in Somersetshire, England, on December 5th, 1843; was
educated at the King Edward VI public school at Sherborne,
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and studied for the legal profession for two years. Not being
constitutionally fitted for a sedentary life, he then left for
Australia, and arrived in Sydney in 186l.

He was sworn in as a magistrate in 1871, and was a member
of the first cavalry corps in Queensland, with headquarters at
Warwick, but declined the command of the regimentfor business
reasons. He was one of the first members of the Zingari
Cricket Club, formed at \iVarwick in 1868, and continued to
play with the club until 1907, almost an unbroken period of 40
years, for 30 of which he was the team's captain. He presented
the club with a completely fenced cricket ground, known as
Slade Park, in the centre of Warwick.

Mr. Slade has supported many charitable institutions and
privately does many charitable acts which never come under
the public eye.

Despite his 90 years, he still rides on horseback, and drafts
his own cattle on Blink Bonnie, near Pratten, where he at
present resides.

Prominent in Masonic circles, Mr. Slade also is the only
surviving foundation member of St. George's Lodge, Warwick,
and recently he attended the jubilee celebrations of the lodge.
In 1873 he married the youngest daughter of Mr. WilIiam
Thompson, the first manager of the Bank of New South Wales
at Warwick. His two sons, Messrs. O. C. and A. E. Slade,
are both ellgaged in the pastoral industry, and carry on the stud
work founded by their father."

The engagement is announced of Dr. H. B. Stallard, F.R.C.S.
(g, 1914-19), of HarIey Street, \iV.l., to Miss Gwynneth
Constance Page, younger daughter of Canon and Mrs. F. G. J.
Page, of the 1Iaster's Lodge, Lord Leicester's Hospital,
\Varwick.

C. ]. SearIe (d, 1924-27), has won the R.LB.A. Tite Prize
of £50 for a Classical Drawing Subject.

F. A. Simmonds (c, 1924-29) has been awarded a Golf Blue
at Cambridge.

F. T. Horan (a, 1919-23) was President of the successful
Cambridge University Athletic Team.
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A. C. A. Wright (a, 1924-29) captained the Oxford University
] u-]itsu team against Cambridge (his opponent was rendered
unconscious by a stomach throw).

D. E. Ashdown (c, 1923-28) played for Guy's in the final of
the Hospitals' Cup.

"The Barcaster Mystery" by A. N. Hodges (c, 1898-1902)
has recently been published by Eyre and Spottiswoode at 7/6.
The book is thrilling, and the plot competently developed,
though the writer's style seems a trifle sticky at times, especially
in dialogue; the plot, by the way, turns upon a most remarkable
scene in a court of law, when a prisoner is shot dead in the
dock while the judge is in the \'ery act of passing the sentence
of death. This is enthralling enough, and the first chapter,
which relates a very ordinary murder by the bank of a canal,
gives a wrong impression of the worth of the rest of the book.
It is, in fact, a very good detective novel indeed.

NOTE-The Editors are always glad to receive from any
source Old Shirburnian News for publication on this page.

TWO PLAYS.

Coming as a fitting conclusion to the festivities at the end of
the Christmas term, the entertainment provided by our hard
working and self-sacrificing staff always gi yes us that delightfully
idle feeling of "layin' low and sayin' nuffin'." The amonnt of
time which they must have lavished on rehearsals was, indeed,
well spent, and it is needless to add that they played to a duly
appreciative audience.

The first play was" St. Simon Stylites," by F. Sladen-Smith.
As the name suggests, the play dealt with the ancient saint who
spent his life sitting on a pillar and guzzling dates, refusing to
descend to the world below, though at times sorely tempted.
Mr. House took the title role in characteristic fashion. In vain

,did Miss Eva Weiste, as a prominent member of the most
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exclusive Eastern society, plead with him to renounce his vows
of solitude. Even though starvation stared him in the face,
he remained passive when Miss Molly Kirke threw his dates
piecemeal at the passers-by in the street below. It may be
added that though Miss Kirke left much to be desired as a
perfect attendant, yet as an actress she was Excellence itself.
Mr. Elder, as the pompous king, deserves an honourable
mention; and his impersonation of the Devil was magnificent.
Our only hope is that this latter part did not come too natural
to him. \Ve were greatly amused by Mr. Gourlay's conception
of what a devil's blackamoor friend should be. Apparently one
of his duties is to act as a foil to the brilliance of the devil; for
he was continually hauled up before the" beak" to receive a
" wigging" for being the Personification of Inefficiency. We
were also given a very good performance by Mr. \lVatkins, as
the young pilgrim who spun long yarns about the urgent need
of the world below for a man such as Simon. But the palm of
the evening was borne by Mr. Clarke, as the king's jester. \lVe
all listened with ears agog for the familiar cry, "Way for the
King of Ballerani," and the gym. chairs creaked ominously
when he was sent away with a flea in his ear for daring to
interrupt.

The second play, "Five Birds in a Cage," by Gertrude
Jennings, was of lighter and less serious nature than the first.
Five people were in a lift, when suddenly it jammed half-way

.down the shaft. A general panic ensued, Mrs. Andrews as the
Duchess of VViltshire gi ving us a particularly enlightening
precis of her new year's resolutions-conditional on her escape
from her imminent danger. Amongst other things she wished to
play the part of Lady Bountiful for the benefit of the harassed
milliner's assistant in the person of J\Iiss \Veiste. But the
bread of charity is not sweet, and her good intentions fell on
unheeding ears. 1\1r. Campion, as Bert, appeared as another
parabolical swine in dealing with the pearls of price cast before
him by the well-meaning Duchess. The only one who was
" for aye her footlicker" was 1\1 r. \Vatkins as Leonard, Lord
Porth: and he was continually spurned for not being it hairy
chested he-man.

In spite of all these petty private squabbles, 1\1 r. Randolph,
the lift-man, remained supine. He played his part superbly,
and altogether he was the" P " in Perfection. "Here I am
and here I stick; I can't go against orders; it's in the Bye-



The Shirburnian [MARCH,

Laws and Regulations" was his creed; and he certainly proved
no heathen in this respect. Eventually he was persuaded to
go down the lift shaft and effect a personal reconnaissance, and
when he re-appeared everything was in working order. In the
meanwhile, Bert, whose heart-strings were temporarily untied,
had decidt'd to" walk-out" with Nelly; and the Duchess in
consequence had to reconsider her decision with regard to the
despised Leonard, so that soon they were both billing and
cooing like a couple of turtle-doves; and everyone, of course,
lived happily for ever and aye. But there were no wedding
bells for Horace the liftman, since he was already married; and
anyway, the Bye Laws and Regulations were not very
conducive to much matrimonial diversion.

DRAMATIS PERSONA<;.

V.H. P.HOUSE

G.J. B. WATKINS

H.ELDER

... R. B. CLARKE

EVA WEISTE

MOLLY KIRKE

H.ELDER

A. B. GOURLAY

The top of the column.Scene:

ST. SIMEON STYLITES

(by F. Sladen Smith).
St. Simeon Stylites
A Young Pilgrim
A King ."
His Jester
A Lady ...
Her Attendant
The Devil
His Friend

FIVE BIRDS IN A CAGE

(by Gertrude Jennings).

Susan, Duchess of Wiltshire
Leonard, Lord Porth ...
Nelly, a milliner's assistant ...
Bert, a workman
Horace, the liftman

Scene: A tube lift.

VERA ANDREWS

G. J. B. WATKINS

EVA WEISTE

... C.J.CAMPION

J. H. RANDOLPH
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An Invitation Debate was held in the Gymnasium on
December 12th, 1931, at 6.45 p.m. When the Hon. Secretary
had read the minutes of the last meeting, the President
welcomed the two visiting Speakers; Mr. Sellar (Joint author
of "1066 and all that") who had reluctantly left 150 uncorrected
examination papers to come and speak, and Mr. Darlington
(Dramatic Critic of the Daily Telegraph and author of " Alf's
Button") who had already proved himself an experienced
debater at Oxford. The President then announced the Motion
that" Public Opinion is a Safe Guide."

MR. SAVAGE, the Hon. Proposer, likened Public Opinion to
that vague thing the school boy's code, although he confessed
that he had only seen this code used as a means of signalling
in form. He considered Public Opinion to be a social Baro
meter and could only exist through confidence. It was not
constructive or brilliant, but a good steady influence. Those
people who voted against the Motion were either conceited, or
had not understood the wording of the Motion. The worth of
Public Opinion was proved by the fact that the best plays ran
longest. Public Opinion was not superstition and it was not
anti-social. To flout Public Opinion did not show any great
cleverness. He ended by modestly hoping that what he had
lacked in sharpness of wit he had gained in sincerity.

MR. WALKER, in opposing, confessed that he was either
conceited or had not understood the Motion. Where, he asked,
did the Public get their opinions? From the Newspapers
which were ever changing their opinions and from the gossip
of the local drawing rooms. He pointed out how bad this was
since the paper which had the largest sale was the most
sensational. He alluded subtly to Beaverbrook's "Daily
Express". \Vhat had Public Opinion done? Clothes were
irrational, but could not be changed. In the Garden of Eden
Public Opinion had been wrong. Then after a short pause
while he drew inspiration from a hymn by Kipling, he ended
by saying that by being superior at least one could not be
inferior.

MR. SELLAR, the third speaker, regretted that invited
speakers were expected to display both eloquence and wit.
He could do neither. The Hon. Opposer as an individualist
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he felt sure would come to a bad end. He would approach
the question geometrically. Let it not be so. Let Public
Opinion not be a safe guide. In technical and artistic ques
tions perhaps this was true. Yet Public Opinion could give a
simpler answer to the question of the distance between the
Earth and the Sun than ever the lucidity of Sir James Jeans
could. Public Opinion would say that Beethoven is greater
than Noel Coward, Shakespeare than Edgar vVallace, and
Milton than Vlilhelmina Stitch, although, like women, it does
not know why. Democracy may not be right, but it is safe.
Even in the realm of horse racing it is not safe to follow the
expert's advice. (Evidently his expert had failed him). Public
Opinion is the compromise, essential to politics. The eccentric
is never chosen in business. In fact those who voted for, would
vote for common sense.

MR. DARLINGTON, speaking fourth, agreed that Public
Opinion was a safe guide, jf safety was all we wanted. He
considered that limited to the inmates of a workhouse. vVhen
does an Opinion become Public? A majority of 50-49 does not
make it Public. Public Opinion is shackled to the least
intelligent opinion. For all we lmow our opinions may be
wrong. \Ve have proved that the sun is not a foot and a half
across and that the earth is not flat. Except for proved facts
nothing can be said to be the correct opinion. Every party
and every religion is entitled to its opinions. As a theatrical
critic he knew this to be true of the stage. The Hon. Pro
poser's wild remark that best plays run longest is arrant
nonsense. Which is a greater play, King Lear or Charlie's
Aunt, and which runs longest? The English standard of theatre
going is deplorably low, people only going to be amused. The
Newspaper did not mislead opinion since only one paper cost
twopence. Good papers could be bought for the price of the
bad ones. The only function of Public Opinion was to deal
with Public \Velfare. He ended, as we hoped and he feared,
without muddling his notes on Camp Sanitation with his
debate notes, which preceded them in his note book.

The Debate was then thrown open to the House. MR.HARRIS
thought that Public Opinion worked by whim. \Vellington,
feted in 1815, was booed in 1832. He thereupon exhorted
England to wake up, as if he was trying to wake up the dead.
The rule of one man he thought better than that of Parliament.
MR. TARBUTT even baffled the Hon. Secretary. MR. SMITH,
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beating MR. MILLIGAN by a short head (a victory not even
the experts could have foretold) proceeded to suspect Public
Opinion to be influenced by crowd psychology. This herd
instinct was ever wrong. At last MR. MILLIGAN caught the
President's eye. His pent-up anger (or shall we say indignation)
was freed at last. How dare the fourth Speaker say that there
was only one good paper costing more than a penny. Had he
not heard of the Aberdeen Free Press at three halfpence, and
the Glasgow Herald at twopence, and the Scotchman at l wo
pence? Now he turned to attack the third Speaker, who was
himself an expert in teaching at Cal1ford. The third Speaker
then stated that he had said that he was a master at Canford,
but that did not mean he taught anything. MR. MILLIGAN
undaunted, continued by saying that Public Opinion had often
been wrong. It had wanted to hang the Kaiser and would want
Sunday Cinemas if a plebiscite were taken. Opinion did not
change with the weather, for that never changed. The President
now pointed out two paradoxes. The Aberdeen Free Press at
three halfpence, and a Scotchman fighting with a Scotch man.
Mr. THOMAS rose to say that the fourth Speaker had proved the
case for the Opposition in his first remark. MR. ANDERSON
considered Public Opinion an expression of the Moral Code.
It was merely a dam which would ultimately be broken down
by adverse opinion.

MR. \VALKER and MR. SAVAGE had a minute each in which
to sum up.

The Motion was lost by 94 votes to 62. The Meeting was
then adjourned.

A "Snap" Debate was held in the Lower Library at 6.35
p.m. on Saturday, February 6th, 1932. The Hon. Secretary
read the minutes of the last Meeting, which, subject to one small
correction, were signed by the President. Thereupon the
President, in most carefully chosen words, complimented the
Society on the wisdom it had showed in re-electing him.
However, he regretted that even an unsuccessful attempt had
been made to include other masters besides himself in the
Society. He then explained what a "Snap" Debate held in
store for the expectant members.

The first l\lotion before the House was that "Oranges are the
best fruit". This was confined to Senior members. The Hon.
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Proposer proved to be MR. ELLIS. At first we were unable to
understand which way he was speaking until he suddenly told
us that oranges were round, which was an advantage, and that
bananas were never straight, which was aggravating. MR.
HARRIS, opposing, in one of his moving speeches told us how
messy and untidy oranges were. However, the third Speaker,
MR. SMITH (E.S.), thought that oranges had a nice smell and
moreover, they did not not lose their utility when bad. MR.
TRETHOWAN, speaking fourthly, held forth most patriotically,
considering oranges a most unpatriotic fruit. They also gave
him qualms whenever he ate them, because he imagined dirty
little nigger boys packing them. The fifth Speaker, M[{. MAY
thought the apple was touched by quite as dirty, although
daintier fingers. MR. ANDERSON speaking sixth, had a wealth
of argument against the orange. He hoped that he was sincere
in his dislike of this fruit of the populace. If the Disarmament
Conference was to succeed, the street boys projectile must be
abolished. The Motion was won by 21 votes to 17.

The second Motion was that this House "prefers Bradshaw
to Mrs. Beeton". The Proposer proved to be the Hon. Secretary,
who considered that Mr. Bradshaw's immortal work epitomised
civilisation, while Mrs. Beeton could not even claim to be the
mother of the lovely Miss Beatons of society fame. MR.
BOWMAN, opposing, said that he always associated Bradshaw
with coming back to school. He considered that sufficient
condemnation. The efficiency of the two could not be compared
if one was in the familiar surroundings of a desert island. MR.
BLACKBURN in one withering sentence accused all the
supporters of Mrs. Beeton of living only to eat. MR.
BURNINGHAM, however, admitted rather rashly a partiality for
female writers. We understand that he was opposing the
Motion. To the fifth Speaker, the HON. TREASURER, Mr.
Bradshaw was a paragon of industry. His manual had swelled
from 20 to 800 pages. Besides he had also written a guide to
inland waters, in which the Speaker found, paradoxically,
romance and utility. MR. MAIR denied that Mr. Bradshaw
possessed a methodical make-up. He had not known the good
gentleman had tripped the boards. Mrs. Beeton, on the other
hand, was to cooking, what North and Hillard was to Latin.
On the Debate being thrown open to the House, MR. SMITH
(F.W.O.), fresh from a quotation from Napoleon, placed Mrs.
Beeton on a level with Section Leading. MR. PETTITT and
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MR. ELLIS supported Mr. Bradshaw with facts as hard as Mrs.
Beeton's cakes. The Motion was lost by 21 to 12.

At this point the President left the chair to try his patience
at theatrical activities. The Vice-President announced the next
motion that in the opinion of this House, "Blow football should
be substituted for Rugby League Matches". This Motion was
limited to junior members. MR. CLARKE, the Proposer, spoke
with an eloquence bred from bitter experience. He thought a
game of skill would advantage him more than a game of brawn.
MR. ALLEN ridiculed the idea of the final of a blow football
competition. MR. H IRST after giving us purely utilitarian
arguments for blow football suggested the possibility of including
the female element. With curious insight MR. WHITE told us
that League games give the 1st XV an opportunity of exhausting
their otherwise unused energies. Besides, unlike Rugger, in blow
football there might be a temptation to play foul. MR. CRIEB
pointed out thst blow football nece~sitated sl{ill, but did not
necessitate demonstrations of ferocity by Masters. In MR.
WILLIAMS' speech we heard expressed all the finer sentiments
of the Public School. He stressed the moral, as well as the
physical benefits of footer. On the Debate being thrown open
to the House, Mr. TROTMAN spoke mechanically and MR.
BOOME medically. The result proved that decadence has not
yet set in. The Motion was lost by 20 to 13.

The last Motion was that in the opinion of this House, "long
skirts are a blessing in disguise". MR. BAMPFYLDE thought
long skirts more seemly. MR. RALSTON told us how he had
put his foot on one. l\'TR. ELLWELL-SUTTON thought of the
dressmakers. MR. HARRIS told us a sad anecdote. MR. BOWMAN,
althougth less clumsy than Mr. Ralston, put his foot in it. The
HON. SECRETARY saw the hypocrisy of the Victorian age
returning. The Motion was won by 20 to 17. The Meeting
was then adjourned.

THE POUND.

There is something terribly romantic about getting a book
from the Pound. It is a thrill which you can obtain from
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purchasing no other book, either new or second-hand, for it is
a thrill obtained as often as not by pure chance.

It is already three minutes to the quarter when you make
your hurried entrance to the pound. Once arrived, the first
difficulty is to find the shelf where the object of your search
lies. When this is accomplished there is usually not much
time left to your disposal, so you hastily grab a volume which,
although somewhat dusty, appears at first sight to be slightly
newer than the rest of its kind. You then proceed to join a
rather anxious throng of fellow-adventurers whose worried,
impatient looks patently declare that they are on the horns of
a dilemma-for it is as much as their life is worth to attend
the next period late, while they are equally afraid of appearing
without a book. At last, after much well-timed pushing and
subtle manoeu vring, you manage meekly to catch Authority's
calm and impartial eye, and the stamp and signature quickly
follow. You then hurry with your prize to the classroom, where
you fall breathless into your seat as the Abbey clock strikes the
quarter. Thus ends the first part of the great adventure.

But the real thrill comes later-it rather depends upon your
own character when. To the industrious or observant it may
come that very same hour-but to the lazy it may not come
until weeks later in the pI ivacy of the study. For it all depends
when you open the book. When you do, just inside the cover
perhaps a dozen names, all erased with a large pencil-stroke,
meet your gaze. These are the traces left behind by the last
owners. Perhaps one of them will seem familiar, and by
thinking hard, you will remember having seen his name on
Honours Boards, included in the English XV, or advertised in
publishers' announcements. Perhaps there will only be one
other name of some past hero of whom you have never heard.
Yet whoever he be, famous, or unknown and unheard of, he will
be linked to you by a bond of friendship like no other friendship
in the world. There may be notes and comments in the margin
to show his feelings when he occupied your position, there may
even be concrete help in the translation of words and phrases,
or a hundred other things. In one book, which I myself
obtained from the Pound, I found written at the beginning,
"Abandon hope all ye who enter here," a warning which I long
remembered as very apt.

You may compare your feelings with what you imagine his
to have been concerning the book, indeed you may even find
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that the mantle of Elijah has fallen upon Elisha, and that you
derive inspiration from your unknown, or rather unseen, triend.

Lastly, of course, make sure that you leave your books to the
Pound when you leave, for there they will obtain an appreciation
which they will never get by disposal at an ordinary second
hand bookshop, for here we are all members of one fellowship,
and you can be sure that your name and thoughts will be read
by no stranger, but by one who is pushing through the same
mill for which you were the grist, and knows that he too is
facing the same grindstones.

FOOTBALL IN CANADA.

[Some years ago an old School House boy (R. Swan-Dixon) started
Rugger in Winnipeg. He has sent the following account of its progress.]

In 1926, when some used Rugby balls were sent out from
Sherborne, the first game of Rugger was played in Winnipeg
between teams from the University of Manitoba and the
Winnipeg Grain Exchange. From the beginning the game
has grown slowly until, at the moment, there are something like
thirty-eight XVs operating in vVinnipeg. Montreal, Quebec
and Toronto began the development of the game about 1927 to
1928, and in 1930 Rugger clubs were formed in Saskatchewan
and Alberta. The result of this was that in 1930 a team from
the Universities of Japan paid a visit to British Columbia and
played the teams from Vancouver and Victoria. So successful
was this trip that the Japanese Government proposed that
return games be played there and asked that an all-Canadian
representative team should be sent to Japan. The team which
so often has received encouragement from the School, namely
the XV from the Grain Exchange, was chosen to send two
representatives, and both men going had played in the first
game in 1926, when a Carey's house ball inaugurated Rugby
in the Prairie Provinces. Owing to the very small stature of
the Japanese, none of whom were over 5 feet 3 inches, their
scrum last year habitually packed lower than the Canadians,
and the only way to get the ball out was tosnap it back quickly,
if possible. The standard of Rugby in Japan is very high
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indeed. However, this definitely makes a start for Canada in
International Rugger, and it is sincerely hoped by all the
sponsors of the game that before many years it will be possible
to send a team to England.

At any rate Sherborne has played a great part in foundinl{
Canadian football.

TOC H INDUSTRIAL TOUR.

This tour was arranged by the Schools section of Toe H, with
the object of giving people an opportunity of seeing how those
who live and work in an industrial area spend their day and
some of the conditions in which they spend it. To enjoy and
profit by such a tour the numbers must be small. Accordingly
twelve boys and a master met their guide at the Borough
Polytechnic at two o'clock in the afternoon. Mr. Bispham,
the principal, explained first of all the general purpose of the
London Polytechnics, and then the party split up into two groups
to be shown round the various departments. These included
the girls' dress-making, upholstery and painting departments,
and the engineering, carpentery, laboratory and baking depart
ments where boys are trained. The two parties then met for
tea and an exchange of experiences, after which we walked to
the Brothers' House in the Kennington Park Road, where we
were shown round a typical Toe H hostel. After dinner we
joined in a Guest Night, our guide, H. A. Secretan, being the
speaker on Toe H in relation to boys' clubs. After a discussion
and prayers we parted till next morning.

Our rendezvous this time was All Hallows Church, Barking
by-the-Tower, the Toe H church, which is full of most
interesting relics of the war and of architectural features. We
were taken round by a most genial and efficient guide, who also
showed us the crypt where so many things of interest have been
discovered during recent excavations. Thence we went by
underground to Euston on a visit to the St. Pancras Building
Society, which we prefaced by lunch at the "Anchor," a model
public house adjoining the housing scheme. Here we had a
really excellent lunch for under half the price paid for asimilar
one in a west end restaurant. After lunch Father Scott, of
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the Magdalen Mission, took us round the housing scheme,
explaining the methods, the joys, and the difficulties of the
work. We were shown round one of the flat s and round the
nursery school, which was a sheer delight. Our next destination
was the up-ta-date factory of Messrs. Crosse and Blackwell in
Bermondsey. We were taken over the whole place by one of
the staff, from the vegetable kitchens where the tinned soups
are prepared, through the pickle department, to the machinery
room where the tins are made. We were then given a very
good tea before leaving for Pierhead House and the river. This
house is on the river bank at Wapping and is another Toe H
hostel. Here we ran into a small conference of parsons and an
O.S. who was living there while acting as a dock labourer
during the dock strike. After dinner we departed again for
Bermondsey and en route we saw the Tower Bridge
opened to let through the river craft. At Bermondsey we
divided into two groups, one going to one boys' club and the
other to another. Here we amused ourselves playing ping-pang
or talking to the boys, while two energetic people went for a run
round the" Two Bridges" course. This is a recognised form
of training by the London club boy, night time being his only
chance of getting regular exercise and the streets being compara·
tively free from traffic. After prayers some of us went on to
the Old Boys' club, where dancing, billiards, ping-pong and
other amusements were in full swing.

On the following day we met at the early hour of 9.15 at
Fenchurch Street Station for our last trip, to the Albert and
King George Docks, the largest and most up-to-date group of
the London dock system. We were shown round the cold
storage and tobacco warehouses and the new dry dock. This
part, though interesting enough, was perhaps the least interesting
part of the tour because, owing to the dockers' strike, things
were very quiet.

There is no space to do more than give a bare outline of this
trip, and so the human element is entirely lacking. But much
might be said ahput the tone given to the party by the presence
of one umbrella carried faithfully by p-"-n (except on the last
morning), of the pleasure it gave the rest of the party when
P--t arrived at the docks in time to come back with us, of
the painful indecision of over the question of tickets to
the docks! The main point is that everyone enjoyed it, learned
a great deal they didn't know before, and would like to repeat
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the experience. Lastly, our grateful thanks are due to H. A.
Secretall and G. K. Tattersall and all our guides for making
this tour possible.

THE HUMANITARIAN AGE.

[To ill-treat an artisan's child is, in this country, a risky business, but
no representative of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children ever ventures into the precincts of Harrow, Marlborough,
or Sherborne . (Mr. Raymond Mortimer; .. Sayings of the
Week;" The Observer, February 28th, 1932.)].

The workman's child is sacrosanct
And may not lawfully be spank'd
Or, if he is, we may infer,
The N.S.P.C.C.'ll demur.
But we are told by judges shrewd,
That punishment both harsh and crude
Awaits those lads who break the rules
Of sundry noted Public Schools,
Which practise customs born of Sparta
Including our own Alma Mater.
But can we let our name be smear'd
By tales as false as they are weird?
For when he started all this fuss
Our friend, it seems, had missed his 'bus.
For five men-just a year ago
Inspected Sherborne-on-the-Yeo.
They supervised our games and sport,
And saw how modern youths were taught;
How dim-wits,- sitting mute and dumb,
Conceived a morbid love of "sum ;"
And others, diligently swotting,
Devour'd-the works of Mr. Batting.
They saw sedater lads at peace
Among the tales of Rome and Greece,
While scholars probed the inner myst'ry
Of modern European hist'ry;
And others dealt in Tugs and Tensions,
And sums involving four dimensions.
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But was there ever anyone
Ill-treated for a hall undone?
\iVhatever his degree of fervour,
No sluggard justified th' "Observer."
So when our friend deplores our lack
Of mercy, he's right off the track.
For on his path he's dragged a bloater,
By merely burbling through his boater.

A.W.H-D.

TO A STEAK OF COD SEEN IN

A FISH SHOP.

o steak of cod in the fish shop,
Beautiful steak
Of cod.
The thoughts that you bring me, crowding
Into my mind
Areodd.
Sometimes I think a snowflake
Is not as white
Asyou.
Sometimes I think my nose can
Never have looked
So blue.
Sometimes I think of frogspawn
Floating about
The pond.
Sometllnes you set me thinking
Thoughts of the world
Beyond.
Mostly you make me think of
Friday's dinner.
'Tis odd,
Slimy, greasy and loathsome,
Horrible steak
Of cod.
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A FRAGMENT FROM AN ULTRA-MODERN
NOVEL.

.... So he stood. Rococo madness lashed his brain to
laughter, and the echoes fled screaming to the infinite. Dark
ness welled up between them, wave-like, unkempt, and all
consuming. Hc could feel a vibrant animal against his coat,
and star-shot stones against his massy knuckles as he stood.
Words stabbed the taut silence and red horror leapt at him.
But in vain. Destiny unleashed his mad-dog gasps, and a knife
flashed, star-embedded. Now do it. Yes. Machine-like anger
sobhed and beat as he killed. Shuffling, and a white huddle of
garments-a dead bird, perhaps. His throat contracted, and
breath-strife throbbed and gurgled at his lungs. The darkness
pres~ed upon him, starred with red ... red .. red .. The
clock of thought ticked on. 1hen horror loosed frenzy.
\Vild-haired, he started backward ... drop by drop ... 0
God! .. The mirror lay shattered. Splinters of life fled
void-wards....

MURDER AFORETHOUGHT.

The Detective stopped short: like lightning his nimble brain
set to work upon the evidence and ere long laid before him this
stupendous conclusion. A shot had been heard. A gunshot.
Someone had fired that shot. A man. And who else but the
Villain of the piece? With such swift and subtle deductions
the detective's agile mind arrived at the truth. Murder.
Murder, most black and foul. The sweet-faced girl he had met
but two nights ago at the Cinema Colossale. . .. The tender
appeal of those mournful eyes. . .. The detective lost not a
moment. He leapt the great wall and in another minute was
stealing across the murky garden to the scene of action....

Only t wo nights ago the Damsel had met him. Since then
she had tbought of nothing else. As she typed away in the
dreary little office, she found the letters forming words of love.
No longer was she the dutiful servant of her employer, with
never an error made, never a word misspelt. Her mind was
not in her work.
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The Employer's heart grew black with evil thoughts within him.
For many a year he had silently adored, and now .... now
she was love-sick for another man. Even as dull a mind as
his could reach at an inkling of the truth, when he found his
business letters interspersed with loving terms .. not meant,
he knew, for him. For who could call his figure lithe and
agile, who refer to his deep-blue eyes? For in his heart of
hearts he knew that he was not lithe nor agile and that his eyes
were green. So his heart grew black within him, and he
designed a plot. He would find his rival out .. and then...
And as he plotted, light came to him and his lips resolved
into a diabolical smile. Hate and triumph blazed in his eyes.
He would kill his man: by guile he would learn his name from
his fair employee.

And so that evening he approached the damsel and plied her
with subtle questions. But her woman's wit (for she had early
been trained on Mogson's Mind-making Method) pierced
through his guileful plot, and she saw all.

Raising her delicately-formed chin she replied with brave
nonchalance, though her heart was beating fast within her: ,. I
do not know his name: why should I ?"

But he answered with a fearful oath: "Tell me, tell me who
he is."

Raising her beautiful eyebrows but a fraction of an inch she
said: "You poor fool, never will I tell you."

"Then you know," he thundered and his flaming eyes bored
through her, and his face was distorted with hate and passion.

"Just as you like," she said, with superb disdain.
He stepped a pace nearer and bent over towards her, his evil

eyes dilated with fury: she could feel his hot breath beating on
her face. She could not scream.

Suddenly she saw he had a gun in his hand.
"Tell me or I shoot," he croaked hoarsely.
"Then shoot," she cried, her iron will unbroken to the last.
He shot.
A moment later the detective was on the spot. His well

trained eye had in a moment's time taken in the whole scene.
His quick brain leapt like lightning at the truth.

o "You've killed her," he shouted, pointing to the gun in the
employer's hand.

But not for a moment did he lose his head.
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Calmly, clearly, and with decision (he had been brought up
on Section Leading) he blew his whistle and covered the
employer with his gun.

In less time than it takes to tell, three burly policemen-three
of London's best-were on the spot.

"Take him," he rasped concisely.
They took him.
The master-mind stooped down by the corpse, and laid his

hand upon her heart. It was beating still. Rapidly his brain
worked, and his hand shot to his pocket and produced a flask
of brandy (without which no detective is complete) and applied
it to her lips.

Just the flicker of an eye-lid. "Darling," she whispered.
Their lips met.

AN EARLY VICTORIAN STORY.

On a fine summer's morning a few years ago any but the least
observant spectator might have seen a tall, upstanding gentle
man of fifty years and upwards taking his morning promenade
in the company of his little daughter along one of the
spacious side-walks of Regent's Park. The father (for so in
truth he was) had a face in which were stamped the vestiges of
a severe and terrible suffering, and his fine eyes and nobly
chiselled lineaments had lost that sparkle of youth, that
quintessential omnipenetrant quality which is found developed
to the highest degree in the high-born sons of the noble
families of this land. His shoulders were bowed, as though by
a perpetual burden of grief, and as he walked his eyes were
rooted to the earth a few yards to the fore of his ever-advancing
paces, and were blind to the panorama of glorious sights which
Nature had spread before him on that fine summer's morning.
The sky above was of the deepest azure; the trees set forth
their delicate fronds of verdure in an emulous profusion which
might have vied with the tropical thickets of darkest Africa or
sunny Ceylon; the blossoms in the beds aligning the walk were
a gay and sparkling intermixture of colour; the birds sang
blithely from every twig strong enough to afford a perch to the
feathered songsters; in a word, the elements had combined to
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exert that morning every joyous and uplifting influence which
Our Maker of his bounty has provided for as many of our fellow
creatures as have been titted by high-born descent and a
gentle education to appreciate them. But, dear Reader, if the
father was heedless to Nature's call, the daughter was not so
obdurate. As they proceeded on their matutinal excursion,
which Habit had rendered as punctual as the chiming of the
grandfather clock in the hall at their home, the child pranced and
chattered by her father's side, evincing every indication of a
generous and cheerful-hearted disposition. It was,indeed, a
pretty sight to behold, calling forth, as it did, reflections upon
the ephemeral nature of our sojourn upon this earth, and the
short life of Youth and youthful exuberance amidst the carking
cares and cantankerous catastrophes only too incidental to
adult existence. It was therefore a mournful sight also. A
sight, in a word, at once pretty and mournful. But to resume.

Our friend and his youthful daughter (for so we may now call
him, Reader) had reached the farthest limit of their customary
stroll, and the word, "Come, Letitia, let us retrace our steps,"
were already upon the lips of the father, when the child antici
pated the utterance of her elder by an interruption which would,
in other circumstances, have elicited a stern rebuke: "Papa,"
she observed, " I declare I see a strange man approaching us
with eleemosynary aim~." \Vearily the worn gentleman
elevated his gaze from its customary station upon the ground.
Immediately he perceived that the young child's dednction was
indeed correct. The figure of a man, clad in the meanest
garments and bearing every sign of neglect and sordid living,
was advancing towards them with ontstretched palm. To say
that he was, in the vulgar phraseoiogy, a Beggar or Common
Tramp, would be to overstate the conditions of the case. There
was about the stranger an indefinable air of shattered gentility,
which warmed a corresponding glow in the cockles of our
friend's heart; otherwise we may be assured that he would
never have condescended so much as to hold intercourse with
so depraved and degraded a specimen of what he would have
been justified in surmising to be a member ofthe Lower Classes.
Moreover, our friend was suddenly conscious of that sensation,
almost amounting to vertigo, which a sudden shock to the
functions of the memory is wont to administer to the occiput.
Upon hi!'. recovery, it was born in upon him with an over·
whelming conviction that here indeed was the long lost
companion of his youthful years, his erstwhile bosom friend
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and hoon companion, Septimus Hownow. "Septimus, old
friend," he said, almost in a whisper (for his voice was weakened
by the ravages of emotion)," Septimus, have you really returned
to me, oram I labouring nnder a painful delusion?" "Angustus,"
said the stranger in tense and barely audible tones, "Your
latter assumption is correct." At this, tears of honest joy
sprang unin vited to the eyes of our friend, and it is fitting to
draw a veil over the tender exchanges of their reunion. But,
Reader, all is not well. A careful scrutiny would reveal a
certain chillness of bearing in Septimns Hownow, a lack of
that warm emotion which springs on such occasions from every
manly heart. There was a gleam in his eyes which boded no
good for his trusting and generous old friend. Had the
vicissitudes of life altered the gen tIe and warm-hearted character
of Septimus Hownow? Header, they had. It is a solemn and
a sad thought to calculate how many brave young souls bound
together by every tie in boyhood days, are sou led and torn
asunder by vice and vicissitude in the years that succeed the
threshold of man's estate. Yes, it is a solemn thought, and one
which every yonng boy or girl would do well to write large on the
tablets of his or her memory. And now,dear Reader, I approach
with sorrow to the saddest portion of my story. \Vhile our
old friend was shedding tears of noble joy upon the unworthy
shoulder of Septimus Hownow that misguided and alas, how
altered man, committed a horrible act. Reader, I shudder to
relate it. He inserted his hand into the interstices of the over
coat of Augustns, and reaching his fop, extracted thence his
wallet, containing as it did a considerable sum of banlmotes,
silver and copper coins. 0 Reader, is it not dreadful to
contemplate the extent of Man's iniquity? However, we must
proceed. Augustus, overcome by honest joy, never perceived
the dastardly theft, and Letitia, in the iunocence of childhood,
could hardly be expected to comprehend the methods of men
of crime. And so, when soon afterwards, Septimus Hownow,
upon some slight pretext, took his departure in spite of the
protests of our friend, he also took with him no mean accession
to his stock of wealth. The remainder is soon told. Father
and daughter retraced their steps towards the domicile whence
they had issued but an hour earlier; the elder in silent con
templation of his friend's misfortunes, and the young child also
in rather more sedate fashiou than was her wont. After many
minutes of pondering the child spoke. "Papa," she interrogated,
"that man behaved strangely, did he not, when he :removed
your wallet from its fop? Propriety forbade me from interjecting
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an observation upon it in the presence of my elders and betters,
but I confess that curiosity has now got the better of my
manners." "Goodness gracious me!" ejaculated her father
upon receiving this startling intelligence, "To think that
Septimus Hownow could have been the author of so outrageous
a subterfuge l My child," he added, "never shall that name,
a name now utterly abhorrent to me, be mentioned in my
presence henceforward. May God have mercy upon him! "
After the expression I)f these awful sentiments, a further
accession of grief bowed his shoulders still lower, and he
continued for the remainder of the walk with his eyes fixed
immovably upon the gravel path before him.

And so was the beauty of that fine summer's morning soured
and cast over by man's iniquity. l~eader, with what depth of
perception and truth are those blissful lines charged

" \iVhere every prospect pleases
And only Man is vile!"

THE STEEPLECHASE.

The Steeplechases were run over the usual course, although
an interesting alternative had been prepared had the weather
demanded a change. Mr. Davis got the competitors started to
time and some good running was seen. The] uniors were away
first and kept well together right up to the turning point by the
Rail way Arch with Wilson leading and vVilkinson a short way
behind. The latter got ahead coming back over the Common,
and was an easy winner in excellent time, with Rawlins, who
also ran very well, sixty yards behind. \Vilson just beat
Gwynn for third place.

In the Senior event Patterson practically had tbe race in his
pocket all the time. The course was past Darl,hole Farm
where the runners were well together. The water jump further
on divided them a little, but the majority were running evenly
for three-quarters of the race. \Vhen they reached Lenthay
Common Patterson was moving comfortably "ith \Vbately
Smith beside him, while Evans was running very strongly till
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he was in difficulties for a few minutes before the finish. Three
hundred yards from home Patterson was well ahead and vaulted
the last gate with apparent ease, finally winning by eighty yards.
Whately-Smith was second and Jerram third. Both Cups
went to Ross'. It was noticed that the runners as a whole
stood the course better than usual and were not really distressed,
although the time was practically the !'ame as Jast year and
good at that.

THE MILE.

The Mile was Iun on Saturday, March 19th. There were
thirteen entrants. Fyson took the lead from the start, and was
still ten yards ahead at the end of the third lap: behind him
were Henriques, Picton, Patterson and Palairet with the
others some distance away. In the fourth lap, Henriques made
a great effort, but he started his spurt too early; Patterson,
timing the race with great judgment, took the lead fifty yards
from the tape, and won by four yards. Fyson was second, and
Henriques was two yards behind Fyson; Palairet was fourth.
The time was the fast one of 4- min. S8 secs.

FIVES.

SCHOOL V. WEYMOUTH COLLEGE.

This match was played on our courts on March 3rd. It was
unfortunate that Weymouth were without their captain, who
had damaged his hand. \Vilson and Candler made a good
first pair; both hit cleanly, and they covered each other well
considering how little they have played together as a pair.
Innes and Ridollt were not so good-both missed too many
easy ones, and there was little sting in their strokes. In the
singles \Vilson played very well and ran his opponent off his
legs. The other three have not realized the importance of
placing and the variations of pace.
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Sherborne. Weymouth.
T. V. R. Wilsonl 15 J. H.. G. Webbt 6v.
P. L. Candler l 15 J. W. Paul I 3

15 S. T. H. Young} 0v. H. S. Clarke15 I

J. E. C. Innes/ 15 v. S. T. H. Young} 7
D. L. I{idout i 15 H. S. Clarke 4-

15 J. R. G. Webbl 2
16 v. j. W. Paul I 15

T. V. R. Wilson 15 J. R. G. Webb 6v.
15 0

P. L. Candler 15 J. W. Paul 6
15

v.
7J. E. C. Innes 9 v. S. T. H. Young 15

15 12
D. L. Ridout 15 H. S. Clarke 7v.

15 2

235 93

----

FOOTBALL RETROSPECT, 1931.

Contrary to the expectation of some, the season was a good
one if measured by success against other Schools in First
Fifteen 1\1 atches. Faced with the unexpected loss of key men
outside the grovel, the team seemed to have a difficult task
ahead of them. The discovery of a good scrum-half to feed
Candler and the excelleut work of the forwards under Bowman
combined to make an efiective side who would have won every
School i\latch, like last year's team, but for the extraordinary
failare to convert any of the five tries scored on the Blundell's
Ground. The team played best, perhaps, in the lYIarlborongh
Match, and their twenty-one points victory was well deserved;
nor were the wins over Tonbridge, Dnlwich or Downside any
thing but convincing.

The forwards owed mnch to the leading of Bowman and his
guidance in the grovels Their chief merits on their best days
Were quick heeling and control in the loose scrums. These
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virtues they displayed best against Clifton Club and Marlborough.
They were never really good in the line-out, nor as good as last
year in backin"g up, but their play at times reached a high
standard,and they were largely responsible for the success of
the side. At Marlborongh their control of the game was
remarkable.

Outside the scrum the problem from the start was intensely
difficult. Candler at fly-half was the only certainty, and a
host in himself. Two new centres, a scrum-half and a full-back
had to be found; and of the wings, olle was away the first half
of the season, and the other the second half. Patterson came
on just in time to make a good scrum-half, and though of the
centres Mossman was too high geared for quick starting and
Cook very erratic in defence, it must be rel1lemh~red that the
outsides as a whole averaged under seventeen and a half years
and actually they did not compare at all badly with those of
other Schools whom we played. Their difficnlty, as usual, was
to cope with the experience of Club sides. It may be mentioned
here, that a good deal of trouble wonld be saved all through the
School, were House Captains to insist more firmly in the lower
games on that most essential of all principles for outsides,
correct position. Only from the confidence that comes from a
limitation of needless mistakes, can spring the initiative which
is the essence of outside play. A tribute should be paid to
Picton for work well done, first on one wing and then on the
other. At fnll-back, three men were tried. lies was the final
choice, bnt Connell (and also Prosser) ran him very close. It
only remains to say that the side was admirably captained by
J. H. Bowman, who also, as stated above, led the forwards with
great success.

CHARACTERS OF THE XV.

J. H. BOWMAN (1929-30-31). An excellent leader who used
his judgment well in tactical play. He stood out 111 all depart
ments of the game and set his forwards a magnificent example
in the smother-tackle. Good in the line-out. He must not
forget to shove when he gets up to Camhridge. Played for the
English Public Schools v. Scottish Public Schools.

P. L. CANDLER (1930-31). Fly-half. A really gifted player
with wonderful hands, marked acceleration and sound defence.
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He must vary his attack more to be really first-cla:;s. A good
drop-kick. Was invaluable. Played for English Public
Schools 'If. Scottish Public Schools.

D. L. RIDOUT (1930-31). Did not shine so much in the open
this year, but was invaluable in the loose grovels. A better
getter of the ball than anyone in the pack. Always worked
hard and intelligently.

T. FENWICK (1930-31). He has a footballer's sense of
position, and continually turned up in dangerous situations.
Did not seem so fast as last year. A good dribbler and spoiler.

W. D. S. MOSSMAN. Centre-threequarter. Did some good
things, especially in defence. A slow starter, but effective when
lIe got going. Can sell a pretty dummy when in the mood.

R. W. PATTERSON. Scrum-half. Found himself in time to
he most useful to the side. Has Cl good long pass which is
usually accurate, and does all he should (and some that he
should not) in defence. Lacks a perfect sense of position.

T. PALMER. Began the season clumsily, but played his best
game in the end against Marlborough. \Vorl{S hard in the
loose grovels, though he is inclined to be clumsy. A very fair
dribbler.

P. J. SMITH. Has great possibilities, being a natural player,
but he has weaknesses. His footwork lacks power, and he is
too slow on to his man, and he is bad at the line-out. But he
did many good things for the side, not the least being two
courageous games at full-back.

M. C. WALKER. A good hooker, and clever with his feet
both in the grovels and just outside them. He never really
showed his best outside the scrum; hiS tackling was inclined
to be half-hearted.

R. H. HINTON. A forward who improved steadily. His
chief asset was his tackling, his chief weakness his footwork.
Always played hard, and cured himself in a large measure of
his clumsiness.

P. C. MESSER. A solid, if rather slow forward. Sometimes
very fair in the line-out, thongh too often inclined to blindness
in the tight. But he got through a good deal of honest work.
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R.V. COOK. Centre-threequarter. Played himself into and
out of the side alternately. Miscalculation in defence was his
worst trouble. Has a quick start and a healthy cut-through.
With more experience should be very useful. Kicks well.

T. M. B. GREEN. Wing-threequarter. Lacks balance and
nimbleness in turning, but has pace and determination and a
useful cross-kick. \7Vould have scored tries had he not been
crocked.

E. A. PICTON. Wing-threequarter. Played all through the
season as deputy for one or other of the two regular wings.
Runs strongly. Lacks the finer points of the game, bnt was
very useful in his own way.

E. H. D. ROBINSON. Wing-threequarter. A promising
player with natural advantages of speed, perfect balance and a
quick swerve. Needs experience. Was only playing half the
term.

J. D. H. lLEs. Full-back. Cured himself of his tendency
to run instead of kicking. Must produce that long punt of his
on the field. A moderate tackler. Fields the ball well, but is
slow.

2ND XV, 1931.

The 2nd XV had a fairly successful season. Nine matches
were played of which five were won, one drawn and three lost.
The only school match lost was that against Bryanston, a new
and welcome fixture, in which the side failed to do itself justice.

In any season the 2nd XV has to expect a good many changes
in personnel, but this was especially so this year. The
consequence was that it was comparatively late in the term
before the side settled down. The forwards were a promising
lot to start with, but enforced changes in leadership prevented
them from settling down into a pack until Peters took command.
He turned out to be quite a good leader, and the good play of
the side later on was largely due to him. Of the other forwards
Follett was probably the soundest, and would doubtless have
had a trial for the 1st XV but for his lack of weight. The wing
forwards Warne and Beresford were both more than useful,
though the former has two bad faults, a tendency to get offside,
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and failure to finish offhis rushes with a good tackle. If he can
overcome these failings he may well be a really good forward.

Of the outsides the two wings Oppe and Grayburn were very
useful and scored many tries. Fox began shakily but improved
a great deal as the season went on. He captained the side well.
The halves were changed abolit several times for various reasons.
In the end Knoop filled the scrum-half position. He was slow
but very fairly accurate, and usually managed to give his fly
half some good chances. Wilson at fly half did many good
things, but was rather inclined to go off on his own with the
ball and get lost. His quickness off the mark is his chief asset.
At full back Prosser was too slow to be really good, though he
was usually adequate.

Much the best games played by the side were those against
Bruton and Canford. The latter were a weak side, but Bruton
were not, and it was a very good performance to take thirty
points off them. Once more it was made clear that club matches
are nothing like so useful for the 2nd XV as school matches.
Club sides, unless they are very bad, have such an advantage
in the matter of weight and stamina that the result is usually a
foregone conclusion.

On the Upper the 2nd XV pack did very well against the
heavier 1st XV, and the outsides usually stuck to their faster
opponents very adequately. This is always a gruelling task for
the 2nd, and they well earned the thanks of the 1st XV for the
way in which they tackled it.

FOOTBALL.
•

EASTER TERM, 1932.

It was exceedingly unfortunate that in the short time
available for House matches the School had to contend with
the influenza germ once more. For it had long been obvious
that, unless they were exceedingly unlucky, Parry-Jones' were
certain to win the Thirds, and although their whole pack was
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swept away by the disease they still managed to pull off a very
creditable win after three thrilling matches.

In the Seniors also Parry-Jones' were obviously superior to
anyone else, and it was very unfortunate that influenza attacked
them just when it did, for although they did very well to get
through the second round with only fourteen men-and most of
them substitutes-they were forced to scratch before the match
that might have taken them to the Three Cock.

No one, however, can grudge School House their superb
victory after a most exciting match. It is very sad to think
that there are still some disgruntled people who say that School
House were lucky to win because they were not really the best
side-a fact which they themselves ungrudgingly admit-for
the fact remains that they were a better side than that which
actually opposed them in the Three Cock. Lastly, it is
pleasant to think that they have at last gained the reward which
they have been trying cheerily and tirelessly to regain for nearly
thirty years.

The results of the House Matches were as follows :-

THIRDS.
First Roulzd.

O'Hanlon's beat Brown's (33-niJ).

Second Round.
Parry-Jones' beat Ross' (20-11).
O'Hanlon's beat Macfarlane·Grieve's (8-nil).

Third Round. •
Parry-Jones' beatO'Hanlon's (8-3).

PARRY-lONES' 'tI. O'HANLON'S.

Parry·Jones', in spite of a scratch pack, won after extra time
by a goal and a penalty goal (8 points) to a try (3 points).

O'Hanlon's forwards dominated the game, but their backs
CQuld do nothin~. RobinsoIl kicked a penalty ~oal for Parry-
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Jones' before half-time (3-0). Setten scored after a fine rush
later (3-3). O'Hanlon's continued to press, but the defence
was sound. Extra time saw O'Hanlon's still pressing, but
Llewelyn intercepted a pass, and Robinson scored and converted
his try (8-3). No side followed.

THE FINAL.

The House won the toss and kicked off with the wind, but
against a bright sun. From a scrum in the middle the House
pressed at once and did not give the School a chance. The
quick heeling of the House forwards, contrasted with the
slowness of the School pack would have given the House more
than one try if their backs had held their passes. The School
then made one .effort to press, but the House kicked back.
From the ensuing line-out Young broke away and scored a well
deserved try for the House. This was not converted (0-3).
The School forwards still could not heel the ball, and it was not
long before Homfray scored again for the House and Lilley
converted (0-8). The School made one or two vain efforts,
but at half-time it looked as if the House would win easily.

After the interval, however, the School forwards woke up,
and let their backs see something of the ball. Crawfurd was
always dangerous and broke away several times on his own,
but Bannerman was very safe and tackled splendidly. It was
after one of these breakaways that the School forwards made
their best rush of the day and after a scrum on the House line,
Macpherson went round the blind side and passed to Hornsby,
who scored (3-8). From then onwards the School backs kept
up pressure and Llewelyn scored a rather lucky try from a pass
dropped by the House threequarters, which Robinson converted
(8-8). Mermagen was nearly over once, but was finely
tackled by Young, who was the best forward on the field.
From a scrum in mid-field Llewelyn placed a capital pllnt
right into the corner, where Mermagen obtained the touch-down.
Damer-Priest converted with a fine kick (13-8). No side came
soon afterwards.

This was a thrilling struggle to watch, it being anybody's
match. For the House, Crawfurd was the life and soul of the
back division, while Young dominated the forward play, although
Nesbitt also played well. For the School, Llewelyn was by no
means at his best, Robinson ran extraordinarily well on the
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wing, while Mermagen was ubiquitous in defence. Bannerman
also saved the side more than once. The forwards were not
up to the standard of the House, but Damer-Priest was
prominent in the loose, while Connor and Fegen were good at
the line-out.

School-Bannerman; Hornsby, Mermagen, Young ma.,
Robinson mi.; Llewelyn, Macpherson; Damer-Priest, Fegen,
Tasker, Gwynn, Connor, Sherley-Price mi.

School House-Lilley; Gordon, Smith, Addams-Williams,
Montgomery mi.; Crawfurd, Homfray mi.; Young quart.,
Nesbitt, Kerr-Jarrett, Sheridan, Baxenden, Pertwee.

The Captain of Games wishes to thank all those masters and
boys who have in any way assisted in the organisation and
sllpervision of games this term. The part played by boys in
the latter has been considerably increased, which is all to the
good and promises well for the future.

SENIORS.

First RoUtzd.
Brown's beat Macfarlane-Grieve's (26-niJ).

Second Round.
Ross' beat Brown's (32-10).
Parry-Jones' beat Elderton's (17-13).

Third RoUtzd.
Ross' beat Parry-Jones' (walk-over).

THE THREE COCK.

On Saturday, February 20th, School House won the Three
Cock by 12 points to 9. The game was a magnificent display
on the part of the House, and though the sides were more
evenly matched than they have usually been of recent years,
the House thoroughly deserved their victory. The forwards,
especially in the second half, held their own against a heavier
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pack, and towards the end of the game secured the ball
regularly from the scrums. But it was the outsides, and
especially Picton, who scored three of the four tries, who deserve
the greatest praise; their tackling was excellent, and they
combined better than their opponents. The School were rather
disappointing. They were leading 9-3 at half-time, and
appeared to have the game well in hand; but for a long period
in the second half they were tied down by the House in their
own half of the field, and only reasserted themselves in a
furious attack right at the end when it was too late. Fenwick
and Blanford were the most dangerous of the pack, and Green
was safe at full-back, though his kicks did not always reach
touch in the strong breeze which was blowing from the east
throughout the game. The School three-quarters were not
convincing, but they were not well served by the halves, who
were inclined to hold on to the ball too long. Both forwards
and outsides made good use of the wind, and Patterson and
Blanford made some excellent kicks. The three-quarters were
handicapped by slow heeling from the forwards, but when they
did get the ball their combination was not good, and except for
some good work by Jenkins, they were generally rather
disappointing.

School House kicked off against the wind, and the School at
once began to press. A long kick by Jenkins nearly reached
the corner flag, and the House were hard put to it to save a
score, and after five minutes Fenwick ran over from a line-out
on the other side of the field. The kick failed (0--3). The
School continued to attack for the next quarter of an hour and,
except tor one or two House forward rushes, the game was
confined to the House half. Fox made one good run, but
waited too long before passing, and the School quickly renewed
the pressure. Another try came when Fenwick made a strong
run down the touch-line from half way, and was only tackled
as he grounded the ball over the try-line. The kick again
failed (0-6). After this the House began to hold the School,
and to get the ball more often from the scrums. Hopcraft,
however, was rather slow with his passes, and the House
three-quarters showed a tendency to work the blind side over
much, so that no definite advantage was gained. Long kicks
with the 'wind down-field began again to pen the House in their
own twenty-five, till counter-kicks and a good forward move
ment took the ball almost up to the School line, and it looked
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as though the House were going to score. But a great forward
rush led by Fenwick down to the Honse end of the field almost
immediately gave Gibson a chance to snap up the ball and run
over for a try far out on the left. The kick at goal went wide
(0-9). Very soon afterwards, just before half-time, a passing
movement was started by the House three-quarters which
ended in Picton going over near the corner-flag-too far out
for the try to be converted (3-9).

From now onwards the House never looked back. They had
a large share of the ball in the tight, and their outsides made
good use of the wind with well-judged kicks, besides carrying
out several excellently combined movements. Two tries, both
unconverted, by Picton and Fox, made the score equal (9-'-9).
The game was now being contested with tremendous energy.
Both sides made strong rushes, but excellent defensive work,
by Hopcraft in particular, prevented any score; on the whole
the House were superior: their three-quarters were running
with great determination, and Cook made ground with some
long kicks, but the School defence was sound, and Blanford
and Holloway were conspicuous with their long counter-kicking
against the wind. Excitement was intense, and people were
beginning to think about extra time when Picton at last scored
again in the corner, after running exceedingly well from near
the twenty-five line (12-9). In the remaining two minutes
of the game the School attacked with a desperate effort which
nearly succeeded; once Jenkins was put down only a yard from
the line, and Evans only just failed to force his way over, but
there was no more scoring, and the whistle went with the
House line still unaossed. This was a fitting end to the best
Three Cock seen for many years.

The game was the first to be played on the new ground,
No. 10, to the south of Carey's.

School House-Round-Turner; Alexander, H. F. W. Fox,
B. A. G. Picton, Whately-Smith; R. V. Cook, Hopcraft;
T. B. de la P. Beresford, Goodden, Kentwell, Homfray, Ryle,
von Blumenthal, Lansdell, Morgan.

School-Green; Gibson, Holloway, Jenkins, Dunn ; T.V. R.
Wilson, R. W. Patterson; T. Fenwick, D. L. Ridout, E. O. T.
Blanford, Evans, Tuck; Chase, Tyson, Molison.







1932 .J The Shirbttrnian

CORRESPONDENCE.

[The Editors of The Shirburnian do not. hold themselves responsible for
the opinions expressed by contributors.]

To the Editors of The Shirburnian.

February 17th, 1932.
Sir,

FOOTBALL GROUNDS.
The actual levelling work on Carey's and the adjoining fields is now

completed, though much remains to be thought out and arranged in the
matter of using them to the best advantage. Itis a fitting time to summarise
what has been done.

Before this work was started the fields on the east side of Factory Lane
were enormously improved; and then parts of the present No. 1 Ground
were levelled by .. E.]. 's" father (Mr. l'reeman of Leyton) under contract
with the School. But Carey's as a whole and the more recent work have
been dealt with by Freeman and his staff, assisted intermittently by boys and
masters of the School during the last twelve years. All the work has been
done really as an addition to the routine work normally performed by such a
staff. It is reckoned that nearly a quarter of a million turves have been cut,
taken up and relaid; some 82,000 square yards of ground have been levelled
and about 46,000 cubic yards of heavy soil shifted-at times for considerable
distances. About 520 yards of solid hedge and bank have been removed
and some two thousand yards of land-drains laid under-ground.

The result all can see. Those who do so may well pause and think of
the perseverance and courage needed to go through with this great task,
the fruits of which they and their successors will enjoy; and I am sure that
the School will join in congratulations and thanks to E. ]. Freeman and
those who have assisted him.

Yours faithfully,

A. H.TRELAWNY-ROSS.

Dear Sir,
May I offer a suggestion to pew keepers, that when handing in their pew

cards they should hold them in the bottom left hand corner and erect, not
hind-side before and upside-down? The facilities for standing on one's head
outside the chapel while collecting cards·are totally inadequate.

Yours etc.,

A SCHOOL PREFECT.
[Hear, hear l-ED.]
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Dear Sir,

A year or two ago Congregational Practices were quite frequent. Now
they are few and far between. Could they not be reinstituted to the benefit
of the singing in chapel?

Yours etc.,

CANO (?)

Dear Sir,
Amongst the many good things which the B.B.C. provide in their

broadcast programmes are a number of excellent talks. It can hardly be
denied that these are of considerable interest and value, not only to
scholarship candidates, but to most members of, at least. the Upper School.
Unfortunately, they nearly always coincide with hall-time, and unless we
trespass upon the kindness of our Housemasters, it is often impossible to
hear them. I think that many people would be ready to go to Big School
and listen to a portable wireless during second hall, if arrangements by
Houses were inconvenient. At any rate the idea has possibilities.

Yours sincerely,
OLIVER TWIST.

Dear Sir,
Why have Editorials if you can't write them?

[Same to you, and many of them.-ED.]

Yours,

JABEZ.

Dear Sirs,

Some have coughs, others have not. Could we not have hymn-boards in
the chapel? Then, maybe, the first verses will be sung more heartily.

Yours etc.

H.A.W.

Dear Sir,
The Point-ta-Point Cup was abolished last year. Until quite recent times

two cross-country races were run in the Easter term: one an individual
Steeplechase. and the other a team race which wa.s decided on a system of
points, and for which each House sent in a fixed number of entrants.
Later both races were combined into one; and now the Point-to-Point has
vanished altogether. The rest of the Sports are being worked on the Relay
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system, or the Team system if you prefer to call it so, but long distance
running has for some reason been excepted. Long distance, of course,
strikes the medical note; but every House continues to enter two or three
runners individually, or could do so in a normal year. The Point-to-point
used to be one of the most enjoyable features of the Easter term, particularly
for those who were not ph ysically fitted to excel in the more distinctly
specialised branches of athletics; and its disappearance is a considerable
loss. It is to be hoped therefore that the authorities will see their way to
restoring it.

I am, Sir, yours sincerely,

A. N. OTHER.

Dear 'Sir,

It might be rather a. good thing before the Summer Term begins to
reconsider the question of Privileged Bathing. There is a strong body of
opinion in the School at the moment, which feels that far too many people
have received the privilege recently. On any hot afternoon, last summer,
during the hours of privileged bathing, the bath presented the appearance
of the bathing beach of one of our more popular sea-side resorts on Bank
Holiday-even down to the awful accompaniments of unwanted music, for
gramophones are not prohibited on the shores of our bath either. And
then-a faint cry of ··It's struck" would arise from without; the privileged
bathers fought for the steps like shoppers for a 'bus, to leave the water
vacant for all the rest of the School to bathe in (such is the consideration
of privileged persons for others) only to see a handful of Olympian small
boys stroll in for a leisurely swim in the still and untroubled waters of the
bath. Anyhow, that is my impression of the state of affairs. And, as I
said before, I do not stand alone. A letter in your paper last July expressed
exactly the same sentiment, though in fewer words; and fifty-one years ago
another correspondent made the same protest. "Sir," he wrote, ., the
right of the Sixth form to bathe at any time except school hours, obviously
ceases to be a privilege if forty or fifty other fellows may also bathe
whensoever they will' in the afternoon." 'Veil, there is the whole bnsiness
in a nutshell. All that remains is for some scheme of active reform to be
worked out.

I am, yours, etc.,

YUM-YUM.
[Exactly ~o: some rather more constructive suggestions than these would

be interesting.-ED.].

Dear Sir,
This is probably the last issue of the Shirburnian before the start of

bathing in the Summer Term ; may I suggest therefore that some system
mij:(ht be inaugurated whereby at least one day's notification is given to
participants in such events as Relays, Doubles Trials, etc. Not infrequently
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last summer such notices only appeared on the school board just before
chapel, and even occasionally during break-the events in question being
immediately after school bathing at 12.30. This was, not unnaturally, of
great inconvenience to the said participants.

I am, yours etc.,

FONS LIMPIDUS.

Dear Sir,
One of your recent correspondents suggested that there should be a light

over the school board. May I second this suggestion?
Brightly yours,

LUCIFER.

Dear Sir,
Now that we have got new gym. lockers, are we to be deprived of the

pigeon-holes in which we used to keep our books during gym? And may
we not have some pegs on which to hang overcoats, mackintoshes and the
like? I am aware that there are a few hooks at the top of the lockers, but
for all practical purposes they are out of reach, and therefore useless.

I remain, yours,
ARDENT GYMNAST.

Dear Sirs,
Of recent years there has been considerable talk in the Press on the

subject of brighter cricket. Although I do not like this hackneyed phrase,
nevertheless it exactly describes what is lacking in the cricket at Sherborne.
It is no exaggeration to say that five out of every six boys when they come
from their preparatory schools are keen on cricket and enjoy it; but by
the time they leave five out of six are sick to death of the game, at any
rate as it is played here.

It seems to me that, in the present state of affairs when every House
competition with a cup attached to it is taken with a grim earnestness, the
only solution is the abolition of both cricket cups. At present House
matches are ruining school cricket. Every year House matches get grimmer
and grimmer and every year school matches get more and more uninteresting.
It is no small wonder that the majority of the school hate watching school
matches. House Games could take the place of House matches and the
result, I am sure, would be considerably brighter and more interesting
cricket both to players and spectators alike.

But it will be argued that people will take no trouble to play decent
cricket if ihere is no cup attached to these Games. This argument is
ridiculous. Ask anyone if he would rather score a hundred or nought. Ask



The Shirburnialt

anyone if he would rather hold a catch or drop a sitter. The answer is
obvious. Thus under such conditions cricket would lose nothing, but would
give pleasure to the players and a better name to Sherborne cricket.

I remain,
Yours etc.,

RUSTICUS.

Dear Sir,

The position of Captain of Swimming is automatically taken over each
year by the senior Treble, irrespective of his being a cricketer or not.
Surely this position ought to be occupied by one who is a non-cricketer as
thus he would have more time for the efficient execution of his duties?

Yours etc.,

PRO BONO PUBLICO.

Dear Sir,

I feel it my duty to bring the following to the notice of the School and
especially of the House captains: although owing to illness less football
has been played this season than for some years, more footballs have been
lost than ever before.

Yours etc.

J. H. BOWMAN.

Dear Sir,
Hockey has now arrived at the status of a recognised School Game:

Senior and Junior House matches are played, and there is a flourishing
1st XI. An added stimulus would possibly be given if House Colours were
granted for Hockey, just as they are for Football and Cricket. They need
not be expensive: a badge sewn on to the shirt pocket would be quite
enough. Perhaps the authorities have already considered the question;
but if not, it might be worth while to put it before the Games Committee.

Yours sincerely,
ISLAM.

[Aren't there enough Colours already?-ED.].

NOTE.
A letter submitted for publication in the December issue of the

Shirburnian ran as follows :_u \Vhat is the matter with the organ-ization
of our chapel services? "-obviously a perfectly harmless and, in fact,
commendably humorous allusion to electrical breakdowns (of which there
were also some different manifestations last term). Owing to careless
proof-reading, for which the Editors humbly apologise, the key-word was
printed without its essential hyphen, whereby the letter was not only robbed
of all point, but was even given the semblance of a criticism of the School
authorities. It was perfectly clear from the manuscript that no such
offence was in tended.
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We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the following
magazines and apologize for any accidental omissions :-

The Blundellian

The Carthusian

The Cheltonian
The Cholmeliall
The Clavinian
The Clijtonian
The Dunelmian
The Eton College Chronicle

The Felstedian
The Fettesian

The H aileyburian

The Kelly College Chronicle

The Lorettonian
The Marlburian
The Meteor

The Ousel
The Radleia1~

The Reptonian
The Sutt01~ Valence School

Magazine
The Uppingham School

Magazine
The· W ykehamist

HOUSES.

The School House (a).
James', Curteis', Wood's, Whitehead's, Wildman's, Carey's,

Parry-Jones' (h).
Tancock's, \Vilson's, Dunkin's, Bensly's, Brown's (e).

Blanch's, Bell's, Bensly's, Tindall's, Fox's,
Maefarlane-Grieve's (d).

Hetherington's, Rhoades', Hodgson's, King's, Elderton's (j).
Milford's, Ross'~ (g).

O'Hanlon's (h).
Town (T).

Preparatory (Prep.).







NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

All Business Communications with

regard to the Shirburnian should
be made to the Publi5hers at
The Abbey Book Shop,The Parade,
Sherborne, Dorset, to whom alone
Subscriptions should be sent.
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

All Letters and Articles intended for publication should
be sent to the EDITOR, Sherborne School, Dorset.

The Annual Subscription is 6/6 including postage. The
Shirbur1tian is published six times in the year, twice each
term.

Subscribers changing their addresses are requested to
communicate at once with the PUBLISHERS, as otherwise
the Shirbur1tian cannot possibly be forwarded to them.
This applies especially to subscribers entering or leaving
the Universities.

No anonymous contribution will be accepted, but the
full name must be enclosed in a sealed envelope, which
will not be opened if the article be rejected.

If an article is to be continued in successive numbers,
the whole is to be sent in at once.

No contribution will be inserted, which is not the bona fide
production of some one who is, or has been, a Member of
the School.

We decline to hold ourselves responsible for the opinions
of our contributors.

Contributors are requested to write legibly, and
only on ONE side of the paper.

PRINTED & PUBLISHED AT THE ABBEY BOOK SHOP,
THE PARADE, SHERBORNE.


