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T HE grass is still green on the Upper; the XV still wins its
matches-and loses them; the "Agriculturalists" are still

flourishing-and actually won two matches last season; the Abbey
still stands sentinel over us as it has done for centuries; the sun
still rises over what Cromwell left of the Castle; autumn leaves
still lie thick in Honeycombe; and it is still raining. Sherborne,
in fact, is much the same. But not 50 The Shirburnian. It is
true that in 1932 we find the Editors complaining rather bitterly
of the scarcity of literary contributions, but they were able to
print three and, on their own showing, refuse others, while we
have none even to refuse.

We are perfectly willing to admit that the primary function
of The Shirburnian is to act as a record-the only one there is
of the School's various activities, but we do believe, too, that
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The Shirburnian should be something more than just a record;
that it should reflect the views and thoughts of the School as well
as its actions; that there should, in fact, be large literary and
correspondence sections. And judging from the many criticisms
we have heard lately of the paucity and poverty of The
Shirbumiall, we are not alone in our opinion. When we first
stumbled on these critics we were pleased rather than otherwise:
in our innocence we thought that those who groused would
contribute. Now we know better. The grousers have something
far better to do than write articles for their own magazine.

Let people either cease ignoring the paste-board pinned on
their House notice-boards and bestir themselves, or let them stop
complaining: the former course is preferable.
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Congratulations to the following on having gained School
Colours :-

1ST XV.

Nov.25 W. P. Harman (g) Dec. 2 ]. H. F. Mermagen (b)
]. R. Thompson (g) ]. M. Hutton (g)
T. B. Wilkinson (g)

2ND XV.

Nov. 6 ]. R. Thompson (g) Nov.16 H.]. S. Muriel (g)
]. H. F. Mermagen (b) H. F. Breay (a)
]. M. Hutton (g) B.Humphreys-Davies (c)
T. B. Wilkinson (g) W. M. Amoore (g)
E. G. Hodgkinson (d) G. G. Lilley (a)

Nov.16 R. A. Higgins (h) Dec. 2 M.]. Miley (a)
A. D. Macpherson (b) M. L. Connor (g)

P. F. G. Hildesly (b) P. F. Kerr-]arrett (a)

H. S. Walker (b)

Nov. 5 Reinold (d)
Bovey (j)
Tucker (a)
Cosser (g)

COLTS' BADGES.

Nov. 5 Goddard (b)
Watts mi. (a)
Russell ma. (d)

CLASS LEADERS' BADGES.

Dec. 1 H.]. Crawfurd (a) Dec. 1 P. C. Ward (d)
A. S. White (b) ]. Burningham (j)
W. ]. Eldridge (b) D. M. Amoore (g)
H. G. Partridge (b) W. M. Amoore (g)
B.Humphreys-Davies (c) F.1. Damer-Priest (g)
]. M. Maxwell (c) G. G. K. Settcn (h)
]. H.]. Maidlow (d)
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We welcome Mr. Simms, Oxford, who is taking Mr. Brown's work.

On November 29th, the Headmaster granted a whole holiday on
the occasion of the royal wedding.

On November 20th, the majority of the School attended a
performance of " Tons of Money," given by the Sherborne Amateur
Dramatic Society.

On November 24th, Mr. Westlake organised a display of boxing,
which a large number of the School attended.

On November 25th, the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of
Salisbury held a confirmation in the School Chapel.

On November 30th and December 1st the School Dramatic Society
gave performances of the" Ware Case."

The Invitation Debate of the Wildman Society was held on

December 8th.
Among the preachers in chapel this term have been the

Headmaster of Rugby, the Rev. Canon A. C. W. Rose, Bishop Elect
of Dover, and the Vicar of Sherborne.

We should like to draw the attention of the School to the useful
clearing operations which Mr. Eperson is carrying out at the south
end of the Swimming Bath.

The following lectures and recitals have been given :-

November 13th-M. Debuissy spoke on "France's point of view in
foreign affairs," under the auspices of the League of Nations
Union. Miss Stuart was in the chair. Members of the Upper
School attended by permission of the Headmaster.

November 17th-Mr. Tyndale-Biscoe on "Kashmir,"

November 25th-A musical recital in the Chapel.

November 30th-Mr. Reginald Paul, a piano recital.

December 1st-Mr. Wearden, an organ recital.

(An account of Mr. Paul's recital will be found elsewhere in the
magazine).
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VARIOUS.

Taken from the issue of The Times dated 29th October :-"The
King has been pleased to approve the appointment of the Rev.
Geoffrey Charles Lester Lunt, M.C., M.A. (a, 1899-1905), Vicar of
Portsea and Honorary Canon of Portsmouth Cathedral, to the
Bishopric of Ripon.

Dr. H. B. Stallard (g, 1911-19) received an Honourable mention
in the Raymond Horton-Smith Prize Examination for a Thesis on
"Radium as a therapeutic and a pattogenic agent in certain
ophthalmic disorders."

A. W. C. Hatch·Barnwell (d, 1925-30) was twentieth in the list
of candidates selected for the Indian Civil Service.

SPORT.

Congratulations to P. L. Candler (b, 1927-32) on his Blue and
on being chosen for the second English International Trial, and to
J. A. Tallent (c, 1924-29) on being chosen for the first two English
International Trials.

C. R. Hopwood (b, 1919-24) is once again captain of Richmond.

W. D. S. Mossman (a, 1927-31) has been playing for Somerset
in the County Championship, and for the Army Trial XV.

R. H. Wheatley (g, 1929-33) was a member of the R.M.C.,
Sandhurst XV, against the R.A.F. College, Cranwell, and the

R.M.A., Woolwich.

T. B. de la P. Beresford (a, 1929.33) is a member of the Cranwell
pack for the second year.

A. F. Coombe (j, 1928-33) has been awarded his "Rep" at

Woolwich.
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E. L. Hancock (h, 1929-34) was second in the Freshman's
Quarter-Mile at Oxford.

BIRTH.

On October 29th, at Fairfield, East Grinstead, to Eileen, wife of
Edward C. Ffooks (a, 1910-12), of Tanganyika, East Africa-a
daughter.

ENGAGEMENTS.

The following engagements are announced :-

James Berry Garrett (a, 1918-23) and Joan Ormonde Heath, of
Dunstan, Tadworth, Surrey.

Arthur James Meredith Harris (h, 1921-27) and Helena Frands
Dorothy Felton, of Kildonan, Woking.

Michael Trethowan (c, 1923-28) and Phyllis Franklin Miles, of
Exmouth.

DEATHS.

We are sorry to report that there is now no doubt that W. R. H.
Martin (c, 1923-27), who was a member of the Lake Rudolf Rift
Valley Expedition, lost his life while returning from the examination
of an island at the south end of the lake. In the short time which
he had devoted to the subject of Forestry, he had already gained a
reputation and had the prospect of a great career before him. An
account of the expedition appeared in a recent number of The Times
newspaper.

We regret to announce the death of Grinstead Sllrrage Eastment
(a, 1867-71) which occurred on October 7th, 1934.

We regret to announce the death of Frands Reginald WaIter
(d, 1925-27), who was killed by lightning in Papua on November 7th,
1934-.
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We are very glad to hear of the revival by the Chapel Choir of
the Carol Service in the Abbey on the last Wednesday of term.

The Musical Society will give a Selection from Handel's "Messiah"
on Monday, December 17th, at 8 p.m.; the Soloists will be Miss
Freda Townson, Mr. R. S. Thompson and Mr. V. H. P. House, who
is coming down from Lincolnshire for the occasion.

We hope to print a notice of both events in our next issue.

Organ Recitals have been given in Chapel this term by Mr.
Picton (November 18th) and Mr. Wearden (December 1st); both
were well attended, and we are particularly grateful to Mr. Wearden,
who at this time of the term is a busy man, for a very delightful
programme. We very much hope he will play to us again in the
near future.

PIANOFORTE RECITAL.

To many of the present generation it was a new experience to
find a " Hall" remitted for the purpose of listening to a recital of
Music, but to some of us it was like old times to see the whole School
(with the Headmaster present) listening with genuine interest to
Mr. Reginald Paul on Friday, November 30th. At any rate, to the
writer (quite apart from the musical feast), it was of absorbing
psychological interest to watch the reaction of the one hundred and
twenty boys of the Lower School, who perforce occupied the overflow
seats on the dais. There was no doubt about their intense enjoyment.
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Mr. Reginald Paul is first and foremost an astounding technician;
in a programme which embraced the clavichord, classical, romantic
and modern periods, there was not a flaw in his amazing equipment,
but we could not help feeling that the clavichord stuff was over
pedalled, and the Mozart Sonata a little lacking in graciousness and
warmth. The Brahms variations (what a dull form except to the
Stanfordian pundits!) were colossal: for sheer technical efficiency
and pianistic bravura, this performance would be hard to beat.
The recitalist brought his programme to a close with two examples of
quasi-modern compositions-the "Dainas" preludes of Medins,
which had a certain Grieg.like charm, but very little cohesion in
form, and the" Falltaisie Orientale" of Balakirev, which apparently
had no form at all.

This is not to say the programme was uninteresting. On the
contrary, it was at once an hour's delightful music, and a most
stimulating change from the routine of form-work and the pursuit
of marks-not to mention the vaguely elusive Certificate. In fact a
piece of genuine education.

B.J.F.P.

THE PLAYING FIELDS.

Mr. Thomas and Mr. Gourlay and their helpers are to be thanked
for the trouble and skill with which they have made the rock-garden
beyond the Pavilion on the terrace-bank. It should be most attractive.
There are those who prefer a cricket ground to be just turf with no
external embellishments; but if pictures on the walls of a classroom
are good, may not flowers on the outskirts of a cricket field help to
remind us that athletes have their share of good taste and appreciation

of things beautiful?
Thanks must also be given to Freeman and his willing staff for

their work in levelling the site of five new tennis courts between
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Factory Lane and Westbridge House (on the precincts of which one
court has been made). There are some who feel that this is a
concession to disintegrating forces, and that anyhow tennis is being
overdone and becoming too expensive. The latter point is one for
the individual; as to the former, the critics need have no fear. Ample
safeguards have been formulated. No tennis will be played by boys
required by the Captain of Cricket or a House Captain. No part
of the cricket organization wiJI be sacrificed. The courts will exist
solely as a "recreational playground" for boys who have a day off
cricket. No official matches or competitions will take place. The
courts will not even come under the official notice of the Captain of
Tennis. But asan alternative to House Nets, for certain individuals
at certain times, they should be valuable.

A.H.T-R.

THE LIBRARY.

Among the books added to the School Library this term are:-

The Jews. Norman Bentwich}T C LOb
P . N H bl' S 'th he XXth entury 1 rary.nsons. . am fn ffll

Cambridge Ancient History, Vol. 10.

" " "Plates 4.
The Later Stuarts, 1660-1714. G. N. Clark.
The Oxford Book of German Verse.

" " " "Spanish Verse,
The England of Charles 11. Arthur Bryant.
Sherborne, Oxford and Cambridge. Mrs. E. S. Roberts. (A review

of this will be found on page 512).
The Librarians also acknowledge the ~ift of books in memory of

R. A. D. Fraser (b, 1919-25).
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SCHOOL SOCIETIES.

THE WILDMAN SOCIETY.

A Snap Debate was held in the Lower Library on Saturday,
October 20th, at 6.45 p.m.

After some entertaining back-chat, the House proceeded to public
business.

The first motion before the House was" That a Policeman's lot
is not a happy one."

MR. J. H. J. MAIDLOW proposed. His opinions were definite,

but his arguments vague.

MR. P. H. GEAKE, opposing, stated that the motion was obviously
untrue.

MR. M. H. MURRAY thought such a life unsuitable to his delicate
temperament.

MR. E. G. HODGKINSON thought that a policeman's life provided
power and excitement.

MR. F. J. KIDNER was philanthropic and autobiographical.

MR. C. W. A. MURRAY introduced the Nelson touch.

There also spoke: The Vice-President, The Hon. Treasurer and
Mr. H. S. Walker.

There voted: for the motion, 18; against, 11. The motion was
therefore won by 7 votes.

The second motion was" That this House deplores washing."

MR. J. E. N. HODGKINSON stressed thrift and temperature.

THE HON. SECRETARY was intimate and aesthetic.

MR. P. J. DOWDESWELL attributed longevity to not washing. He
was also forbidden by his conscience to do so.

MR. G. E. D. LANG thought that doctors and dentists would
profit by people's failure to wash.
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MR. D. A. HARRIS found the Tibetans healthy but unwashed.

He also deprecated laundry-work.
MR.P.D.RAWLINS concentrated on baths and their appurtenances,

of which he highly approved.
There also spoke: Mr. C. W. A. Murray and the Vice-President.
There voted: for the motion, 11; against, 18. It was therefore

lost by 7 votes.
The third motion was" That rudeness is a tonic."
MR. A. C. RITCHIE said that it was a healthy tonic for the

conceited.
MR. H. W. KING confessed to being a polite man.
MR. C. W. A. MURRAY drew a moral from the football field.
MR. E. G. HODGKINSON was sarcastic and personal- in fact,

everything but rude.
MR. R. W. HARRIS went into Society for his evidence.
MR. C. F. M. BALDWIN disagreed with the motion.
There also spoke: Mr. H. S. Walker. the Debate Secretary, Mr.

W. R. Assheton and the Hon. Secretary.
There voted: for the motion, 15; against, 13. It was therefore

won by 2 votes.
The House then adjourned.

The third Debate of the Christmas Term was held in the Lower
Library on November 10th, at 6.45 p.m.

The motion before the House was" That this House deplores
the gentleman."

MR. J. H. J. MAIDLOW, proposing, ridiculed politeness, which
produced hypocrisy and even dishonesty, for the sake of a label.
Men who relied on the accident of birth and position to justify their
claims to such a title as that of gentleman, were despicable creatures.
In reality clothes were a poor guide, and the servant was often as
good as his master, if not better.
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MR. H. S. WALKER, opposer, poured vitriolic scorn on the puny
efforts of the Proposer. He then proceeded to build up a strong
case for his side. He outlined various types and justified them all,
summoning Francis Bacon and the whole weight of the law to his
support. This speech was quite clearly Mr. Walker at his best.

THE HON. TREASURER, who filled the breach at the last minute,
spoke third. He also was heard to advantage. Like the Opposer
he had a "little list," but unlike him he condemned its contents to
perdition with cogent argument and caustic wit. He tried to take a
leaf out of the fourth speaker's book.

MR. C. W. A. MURRAY, however, snatched it from him and put
it back. He defended with complete savoir jaire the English
capitalist, the English gentleman, and the French aristocrat, bringing
his speech to an impressive and logical conclusion with a quotation
from the Prince of Wales.

There also spoke :-Messrs. R. W. Harris and E. J. P. Boulton,
The President, Messrs. ]. F. N. Hodgkinson and P. H. Geake, and
the Debate Secretary.

After the Opposer and Proposer had summed up, the motion was
put to the vote. There voted: for the motion, 6; against, 22. It
was therefore lost by 16 votes.

The House then adjourned.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

This Society is still breaking records, and now has a membership
of 160. The lectures of this term have all proved to be unqualified
successes, and members have shown their appreciation by turning up
in large numbers on each occasion at the rather inconvenient hour
of 5 p.m. on Saturdays. We expected an interesting and lucid

lecture from Mr. Ellison on "The Planets/' and we were not
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disappointed. He has had the great advantage of living at the
Observatory of Armagh, and so has been able to study all the planets
with the telescopes there (with the exception of Pluto, which is too
remote and small to be seen visually even in the largest telescopes).

Mr. W. S. Edom very kindly visited us once again and lectured
on " Salisbury Cathedral." To those of us who have already made
pilgrimages to this noble edifice, Mr. Edom's lecture was a great
delight, reminding us of the legends of its foundation when the
Cathedral of Old Sarum was abandoned, and amusing us with the
story of the homicidal sailor who stood on his head on the top of the
spire; whilst those who have yet to visit this gem of Early English
Architecture will certainly enjoy their first visit all the more for
having heard this interesting account of its history and its fabric.

In giving the" Imperial Airways" lecture, "Flying over the
Empire," Mr. Jarrett proved himself to be an excellent lecturer on
a subject about which he confessed he knew practically nothing a
fortnight before the lecture. He conducted us from the Airways
Terminus at Victoria Station to Croydon Aerodrome, where we were
shown the great precautions taken to ensure the safety of the great
air liners when in flight. He showed us the equipment of the liners,
their crews and carrying capacity, and finally took us for two long
journeys, the first to Singapore and the second to Cape Town, South
Africa. We visited strange places with strange sounding (and
sometimes unpronouncable) names, and our guide never faltered;
he showed us Athens, the Dead Sea, the Himalayas, the Pyramids,
Table Mountain, and they seemed as familiar to him as the highways
and byways of Sherborne or Dorset. This indeed was a lecture
which all enjoyed so thoroughly that they will never forget it.

D.B.E.
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GRAMOPHONE SOCIETY.

There have been no startling innovations this term; the Record
Library is well used by discernmg owners of gramophones, who are
not content with listening to the "latest" record several times a day
for weeks on end, but who prefer more variety in their music: the
Saturday evening recitals of light music (usually Gilbert and Sullivan
Operas) and the Sunday afternoon recitals have taken place regularly
throughout the term at "Tantallon." The audiences for these
recitals have shrunk to such proportions that they can comfortably
be accommodated in a small room, whereas when the Society started
three years ago, with a much smaller membership, the recitals took
place in the Big Schoolroom or the Music School. On paper the
Society appears to be as flourishing as ever, with over a hundred
subscribing members, but it is disappointing to find so few at the
recitals. What is the reason? Can it be that the plethora of "jazz"
from gramophones and wireless sets is gradually killing the average
human being's powers of appreciating music, even in its lighter
forms such as comic opera? Or is the type of recital unsatisfactory?
too informal? too highbrow? If any member has any helpful
criticisms to make the Committee would welcome them.

D.B.E.

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY.

This Society is probably the least known of Societie!. It is run
by Mr. ,Andrews, who spends a great deal of his time in making up
the developers and chemicals that are provided. The membership,
however, is small, and it is thought that this is because it is little
known how much is provided for a small subscription.

There are suitable developers and hypo for films and plates of all

speeds, and for the various different printing papers. There are two
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dark-rooms with enlargers, and two more for developing and printing;
besides which, the Society now possesses a studio with three powerful
lights, in which really professional results can be obtained.

Full instructions are written up for the beginner who knows
nothing about it, and advice can be obtained from more experienced
members.
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SOUTHWARK.

NOTES.

The main trouble here at the moment is the shortage of members.
There are various reasons for this-anti-military propaganda, other
clubs, perhaps the new secretary, though attendance, bad as it is,
has very slightly increased during the last six weeks. Those boys,
however, who can be called regular members are a capital lot, and a
good spirit prevails. Beside, of course, Colonel Bennett, who never
fails to come twice a week, our chief visitors and helpers have been
A. L. Sharpe, P. W. Barley, M. A. Woollcombe and General A. H.
Moberly. Activities, apart from drill and shooting, include P.T.,
Gym., Boxing and the usual club games. Classes in French and
German started enthusiastically, but soon fell flat. Painting also
had a short innings, but has retired to the pavilion. One cadet,
however, did noble work in the painting line by designing and
illuminating a three-ply wood banner with the Sherborne and
Regimental arms emblazoned on it, which was carried through
drenching rain in the Lord Mayor's Show, and not only withstood
the elements (unlike some of the others), but was generally admitted
to be one of the best of the cavalcade. Life has also been enlivened
by short cinema shows twice a week. At present a mixed band is
practising for the January entertainment. It produces a cheery noise,
and it is hoped that present members of the School who are in London
on January 12th will come and hear it. Many thanks, where they
are due, for boxing gloves, gym. shoes, clothes and papers.

W.J.B.

SUMMER CAMP, 1934.

Those of us who attended the Southwark Camp at Fort Gomer,
Gosport, held in conjunction with the City of London Cadet Brigade,
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had a very enjoyable week. We have been asked to give our impressions
of the Southwark Cadets and our own experiences. It is not insincere
flattery when we say that the outlook of every Southwark Cadet
seemed to us both more cheerful and more sound than that of the other
cadets with whom we associated there. This obviously reflects great
credit on the authorities on the spot, and on those Old Shirburnians
who have devoted valuable time and energy to Southwark. Most
gratifying to us, at any rate, was their pleasure in our company, their
great interest in the School, and their desire to see more of us in the
camp next year.

The camp was their annual holiday, of course, but it would have
been impossible to discipline !;uch a large camp without giving it a
certain amount of work. The mornings were therefore devoted to
the simpler tactics of section leading; the discipline, though enforced
at times, was not strict. But the great moment of the day was at
nine o'clock when the whole staff of Officers turned out to inspect
the lines and each tent. We venture to say that our lines were as
tidy as any at Warminster I The afternoons were not, we thought,
well managed, for though there were organised bathing parties, many
did not care to go, and stayed in the camp, doing very little. There
were seldom organised games, though one evening we, with a party
of Haileyburians, were invited to an enjoyable game of cricket by
some Stepney cadets. The boys were free to go into Portsmouth
and many took advantage of this, hut they did not, for the most part,
appear to enjoy it. We suggest that organised games would be an
improvement next year. The evenings were as at the O.T.C. camp,
a time for social gatherings, and it was then that we got to know the
cadets and to enjoy their company. Devitt and Sharpe, two 0.55.,
were both of inestimible value to us and to the cadets, as also were
the Officers and Lt.-Col. Bennett.

It would be useless to say that the c~mp was without fault; no
camp ever is. But the merits outweighed the defects, and the extra-
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ordinary kindness and welcome given to us by officers and cadets
alike make it a very easy thing for us to recommend it to everyone
next year. We suggest that the best way in which the School can
help is by making contact during the Whitsun visit or at the summer
camp, or at the January entertainment, and by maintaining it with
visits to Sherborne House in the holidays.

I t is impos!;ible to say in a short article all that we would like to
say about the Southwark camp. We shall be very grateful if anyone
interested will ask us more about it at any time.

D.M.P.T.

W.P.H.
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"ARVAKU R."

This night the Great God sleeps,
No sprite his vigil keeps,
To guard the sacred deeps,

Wild in December;
Gleams cold the staring moon,
Pale chants her frigid tune,
Through the sad forest strewn,

Coals and red ember.

Now come the golden fauns,
Sloe-eyed old leprechauns,
Dancing on ghostly lawns,

Through the dead hours;
Screeches a witches hymn,
Shatters the ashen glim,
Cold as the heaven grim,

Laughs as she scours.

Deep in the brooding trees,
Dark as the quiv'ring seas,
Swirl in a midnight breeze,

Flicker white shadows;
Aloft a nightmare owl,
Blinks a benighted cowl,
Casting a witching scowl,

O'er ghostly sorrows.
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REVIEW.

SHERBORNE, OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE.

[Recollections of MRS. ERNEST STEWART ROBERTS, with an
.introduction by ROSE MACAULAY.-Martin Hopkinson.l

This is the life-story told by herself of one who spent practically
all her life in these three "seats of godliness and learning." Mrs.
Roberts was Hugo Daniel Harper's daughter, and spent the first
twenty-two years of her life at Sherborne (1856-1878), and the first
part of the book that describes these years is the most interesting to
Shirburnians. She was; born in the building that was before, and is
now again (alas 1), the Lady Chapel of the Abbey, and one of the
most delightful things in this little book is a picture of the drawing
room in the "Old House," as it was called. Mrs. Roberts right from
the first enters into the spirit of Sherborne. Talking of her brothers
and sisters she says "We were all tremendously patriotic and took the
keenest interest in the matches, athletics, etc." But looking back on
those days and writing this chapter, naturally the chief interest, the
commanding figure, is Dr. Harper, her father, whom she worshipped;
and the chief value to Shirburnians of this book is the account of him,
which includes many pleasant anecdotes.

In 1878 Dr. Harper became Principal of Jesus College, Oxford,
where he had been an undergraduate. There the writer followed him
and remained until in 1886 she married Ernest Roberts, then tutor,
and afterwards master, of Cauis College, Cambridge.

The chapters describing Oxford and Cambridge contain mention
of many famous figures. Jowett, Lewis Carroll, Oscar Wilde,
Richard Gibb, the great classical scholar, Arthur Benson and many
others were the writer's friends, so that life at both these places can
have been anything but dull.
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This is a pleasant little book, told in a quiet, unassuming way.
It was the writer's good fortune to spend her life surrounded by
illustrious people, and we, the readers, are thankful for her story, that
is for this reason so interesting.

Finally, mention should be made of a delightful introduction by
Rose Macaulay.
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FOOTBALL.

1ST XV.

SCHOOL V. TONBRIDGE.

Played at Tonbridge on Saturday, October 27th.

The School attacked from the start, and a knock-on led to a grovel
in the Tonbridge twenty-five. Llewelyn took the ball at full speed
and cut through diagonally at a great pace,scoring between the corner
flag and goal post.. The kick failed (3-0). Play was even for some
time after this, and a free kick to Tonbridge had no effect. The
School outsides were shaping well, but the forwards had not settled
down. Moir failed in a drop at goal and then from a forward melee
the ball came into the open and Stanton, the Tonbridge left-wing,
scored a spectacular try (3-3). Setten and Rogers were off-side in
quick succession, and Tonbridge were getting the ball. Moreover,
some of the School outsides were hanging back in defence, and it was
mainly superlative defensive work by Peters that stopped Tonbridge.
The same player then broke away for fifty yards and then Llewelyn
put Young in a position to score, but the ball was knocked on.
Tonbridge relieved and attacked strongly, but the School came back
and Hl1tton scored a good try, again unconverted (6-3)' Several
free-kicks against the School marred the game, and the first half
ended with Tonbridge attacldng.

With the wind behind them the School outsides had an easier
time and the forwards were now better in the close scrums, so that it
was not long before they were attacking strongly. A fine movement



THE SHlRBURNIAN

seemed certain to succeed, but Mermagen's pass to Robinson was
given forward. Llewelyn made a good run and then Hodgkinson
saved brilliantly when Eldridge was submerged. Priest started a
very promising attack, but Robinson was unable to score. Then
"from a grovel on the Tonbridge twenty-five line Llewelyn received
from Peters and dropped a splendid goal thirty yards from the line.
It was an excellent kick and deserved the applause which it received ..
(10-3). A great struggle took place almost on our line, but defence
held out. A free-kick to Tonbridge gave them three points (10-6),
but a moment later Mermagen scored a try which was converted by
Robinson (15-6), and Hutton added another excellent try just before
the end (18-6).

The forwards played well in the second hair, and the outsides
made a very good impression. Peters and Llewelyn were outstanding.
But nearly a dozen free-kicks were awarded against the School by
one of the best referees in England. That is a matter which cannot
be left where it is, and it is time to do some hard thinking about our
interpretation of the off-side rule!!..

School-W.J.Eldridge (b) j S.J.D.Robinson (b), ].H.Mermagen (b),
1. D. L. Moir (h), J. M. Hutton (g); R. S. Llewelyn (b), J.A.Peters (g)j
A. W. Young (a), A. S. White (b), J. R. Thompson (g), F. Damer
Priest (g), G. G. K. Setten (h), T. N. S. Copeman (h), J. Rogers
(capt.) (d), E. J. Hodgkinson (d).

Tonbridge-T. C. Cobb j A.A.Greig, V. H. Brookes, C.R.Caridia,
H. W. Gibson j K. C. Yates, W. S. Killpack j W. O. Chadwick,
P. B. Wacher, C. F. Beresford-Knox, R. H. McConnell, S. E.
Randall, T. H. Stanton, R, H. Sandiford, G. H. Jackson.

Referee-H. Freethy, Esq. A.H.T-R.

SCHOOL V. DOWN SIDE.

Played on the Upper on Saturday, November 3rd, and resulted
in a win for the School by three goals and five tries (30 points) to
two goals (10 points).
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It was a dry day and the School started playing into a very bright
sun, and took some time to find their real form. For the first few
moments it looked as though Downside were going to be a good
aggressive side. They were quicker in the scrum, handled well
outside and always made ground, partly because of the peculiar
positioning of the School outsides, who were leaving wide gaps in the
defence. Peters, however, was invaluable in defensive covering.
Downside were the first to score, their fly-half making a good opening
and putting the right wing in for a converted try (0-5). The School
forwards now woke up and began to get the ball in the loose scrums
and line-outs, although they were often beaten in tight scrums.
However, the School outsides were faster and cleverer than their
opposite numbers, and soon scored through Robinson who kicked
ahead and touched down for a lucky try. The kick failed (3-5).
The School forwards steadily improved, and with Peters serving
Llewelyn well, the latter went through for another unconverted try
(6--5)' Soon after, a good passing movement sent Robinson in for
his second try, which he converted (II-5). Half-time came with
the School well on top and the spectators wondering how many more
points they would score in the second half.

The School centres, particularly Mermagen, now developed a
mania for kicking ahead, in the hope that the Downside full-back
would be dazzled by the sun and completely lose sight of the ball.
The idea was good, but it continued to fail in an aggravating manner.
However, Robinson soon got a pass, and side-stepping brilliantly
scored a fine try, which he converted (16 -5)' Another good move
ment ended in a perfectly timed pass from Crawfurd which put
Hutton in for an unconverted try (19-5). Shortly afterwards
Robinson went away on the left wing, miraculously picking his way
through a crowd of would-be tacklers only to fall just short of the
line. From the ensuing play Button scored (22-5). Hutton,
Wilkinson and Rogers now took play to Downside territory after Craw
furd had found a good touch: a quick heel, and Robillson was over
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again (27-5). Then Crawfurd in holiday mood tried to add variety
to the score; with two men outside him he took a drop at (:{oal.
Mermagen followed up well and scored a try when the ball bounced
back from one of the posts ,30-5). Surprisingly enough, Downside
rallied strongly and took play straight to the other end of the field,
where Slattery, the fly-half, scored a good try, twisting his way over
near the scrum. The kick was successful (30-10).

A convincing win, yet one came away from the ground with a
feeling very near disappointment. Once more the School team had
hinted at possibilities far above the ordinary standard of school sides,
yet somehow failed to finish as well as one would have expected.
But it is easy enough to criticise, and perhaps not fair after a twenty
point win. The School played very well. All the backs did good
things at times. The forwards, after a slow start, became very
effective in the loose, Copeman and Damer-Priest working particularly
hard, while WiIldnson and Rogers did a lot of good work. But itis
a pity that the set scrums were not more successful.

School-W.J.Eldridge (b); S.J.D.Robinson (b), J.H.Mermagen (b),
H. J. Crawfurd (a), J.M.Hutton (g); R.S.Llewelyn (b), J.A.Peters (g);
A. W. Young (a), A. S. White (b), J. R. Thompson (g), G. G. K.
Setten (h), T. N. S. Copeman (h), J. Rogers (capt.) (d), F. I. Damer
Priest (g), T. B. Wilkinson (g).

Downside-O. J. Bamford; P. S. Smith, B. Maguire (capt.),
M. J. McKenzie, P. M. Richey; D. D. Slattery, A. Turnbull;
P. \Varrington, E. Ciseri, G. J. Coke, J. Hallahan, P. Thornely,
C. Brown, M. L. Fitzgerald, R. J. Leeper.

Referee-F. P. Cannell, Esq. H.F.W.H.

SCHOOL V. DULWICH.

Played at Dulwich on Saturday, November loth.
The match was played in pouring rain and a cold wind. The

kick-off led to a grovel near the touch line on the Dulwich twenty-five,
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which resulted in a try that was as perfect an example as the writer
has seen. Robinson came inside L1ewelyn so that both halves and
every three-quarter handled, drew their men and timed a beautiful
pass, before Button touched down (3-0). A free-kick to Dulwich
gained them some ground and their forwards were undoubtedly
getting the ball in the tight. The School outsides, however, handled
well when the ball came their way, as it frequently did from loose
scrums, and Robinson soon added three more points (6-0). Three
free-kicks to Dulwich followed in quick succession and then Robinson
made a brilliant run and scored for Hutton to convert (u-o).

In the second half, Dulwich, whose forwards were very good in
the set scrums, attacked persistently, and only magnificent defensive
work by Peters, and good marking by the outsides generally,kept
them from scoring. At last a scrum was given five yards from the
line and the Dulwich scrum-half slipped over with a try which was
richly deserved (11-5). For a brief period the School attacked and
Hutton all but scored, but it was only on two occasions in thi!> half
that the School appeared dangerous. Further free-kicks to Dulwich
added to this lack of success. The game ended with the School
ahead by six points.

The conditions were such that really good foothall was hardly
likely, and on the whole the outsides did extraordinarily well, all
things considered. Peters was a tower of strength in defence. Attack
could only be intermittent in such conditions, but the wings were
always dangerous when they got the ball. Moir, who lost the studs
off his boots, was severely handicapped, and Crawfurd, though he
kicked well on three occasions, again tended to forget his wing.
Priest played very well among the forwards, and WiIkinson was very
quick on to the ball and good at the line-out. The forwards, as a
whole, were better in the loose than in the tight scrums and so
reproduced much the same effect as against Tonbridge and Downside.
Again there were too many free-kicks awarded against the School for
anyone to feel comfortable.
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Sckool-W.JEldridge (b); S.J.D. Robinson (b), H.J.Crawfllrd (a),
I.D.L.Moir (h), J. M. Hutton (g); R.S. Llewelyn (b), J.A.Peters (g);
A. W. Young (a), R. A. Higgins (11), ]. R. Thompson (g), G. G. K.
Setten (h), T. N. S. Copeman (h), J. Rogers (capt.) (d), F. I. Damer
Priest (g), T. B. Willcinson (g).

Dulwick-C. A. Holliman; J. F. Ross, J. G. Haycock, J. Mears,
K. L. S. Bathurst; R. M. Harcourt (capt), C. A. Williams; N.le C.
Agazarian, F. D. A. Rees, W. F. Molyneux, J. Berger, D. G. A.
Mountford, F. B. Wood, J. A. Hora, A. G. Barson.

Referee-C. A. F. Fortune, Esq. A.H.T-R.

SCHOOL V. MAKLBOROUGH.

Played on the Upper on Saturday, Nov. 17th, and resulting in a
win for Marlborough by two placed, two penalty goals and two tries
(22 points), to one placed goal and one try (8 points).

Marlborough attacked strongly from the start and soon took the
lead: one of the School forwards was off-side in a loose scrum, and
Dickson kicked a good penalty goal from wide out on the twenty-five
line (0-3). The School soon replied. Llewelyn half broke through
in the centre and the opening was completed by Crawfurd and
Mermagen before H.obinson received the ball and scored behind the
posts, himself converting (5~3)' Marlborough, however, soon
regained the lead with another fine penalty kick by Dickson, this
time against a forward for picking up in the scrum (5-6). Thanks
mainly to the splendid work of the forwards, Marlborough continued
to do the bulk of the attacking, and before half-time had added to
their lead with a converted try by Petrides. Half-dme arrived
with the score 5-11 in Marlborough's favour.

On resuming, the School forwards were for some time much
improved, and the School outsides at last had some chances to show
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their attacking powers, but, though Llewelyn and Crawfurd both
broke through and a score looked likely on more than one occasion,
something always went wrong at the last moment. A good burst by
their forwards brought relief to Marlborough, and soon afterwards
passing by backs and forwards ended in another try, which Dickson
converted (5-16). An unconverted try by Rogers (8-16), who
broke away from a loose scrum with the ball at his feet and dribbled
over the Marlborough line, brought a moment's hope to School
supporters, but Marlborough soon regained the upper hand, and tries
by their left wing and a forward, one of which was converted by
Dickson, served to emphasise their very definite superiority.

The feature of the game was undoubtedly the play of the Marl·
borough forwards. They were exceptionally quick on the ball and
their heeling in both tight and loose scrums was excellent. They
were magnificent, too, in the line-out and in covering their three
quarters in defence-on one occasion Robinson beat his man only to
find himself faced by three forwards-while they showed they could
also handle the ball well when necessary. In comparison, the School
forwards were slow and sluggish, with the result that the backs were
given few chances. The latter stuck to their work in defence well,
and could hardly be blamed for the size of the score against them,
while they did sufficiently well with their few chances in attack to
show that they would have been dangerous, given more chances.
The Marlborough backs were very quick up in defence, but with the
exception of O'Regan (left-wing) were not particularly dangerous in
attack. Greig, at fly-half, however, did some excellent and very
useful kicking. Both full-backs were sound.

School-W.J.Eldridge (b); S.J.D.Robinson (b), J.H.Mermagen (b),
H. J. Crawfurd (a), J.M.Hutton (g); RS.L1ewelyn (b), J.A.Peters (g);
J. Rogers (capt.) (d), F. I. Damer-Priest (g), T. B. Wilkinson (g),
G. G. K. Setten (h), T. N. S. Copeman (h), A. W. Young (a), W. P.
Harman (g), R. A. Higgins (h).
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Marlborough-A. C. B. C. LIoyd; R. C. Fletcher, A. F. Spooner,
T. L. Dick, M. L. V. R. H. O'Regan; D. C. Greig, A. F. Dawkins;
J. D. L. Dickson, C. J. Hooper, D. C. Argyle, A. T. H. Cripps,
F. B. Petrides, J. B. Birkett, T. R. Jucke~, A. G. Browning.

Referee-R. B. Hunt, Esq.
S.H.

SCHOOL V. BLACKHEATH "A."

Played on the Upper on Saturday, November 24th, and won by
the School by fourteen points to three.

The School won the toss and played towards Sherborne.
Blackheath were two men short and called on two ofthe School as
reserves at right-wing and in the scrum. Both deputised very well.
It was obvious from the start that the School side was in much
better form than against Marlborough, although it mm.t be taken
into account that Blackheath were not a strong side. The forwards
packed and shoved much better, and the School soon began to get
the ball. This made all the difference to the side, which became as
lively as it had been sluggish the Saturday before. The first score
came after a quarter of an hour's play. From a line-out on the left
of the field, the ball went along the three-quarter line to Hutton on
the right. He passed inside to LIewelyn, who passed again to
Thompson. The latter, after some uncertainty at finding himself in
the right place with the ball in his hands, ran twenty yards to score
near the posts. Hutton converted (5-0). Not long after, Llewelyn
went away and passed inside to Wilkinson. Again Thompson found
himself favourably placed, and this time, showing that he knew the
ropes, he scored between the posts. Moir kicked the goal, but it
was disallowed because it had been touched (8-0). The School then
continued to press and another try was scored by Llewelyn near the
left corner flag, after Robinson had nearly reached the line but had
been foiled (tt-o). Another chance of scoring came from a nice
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break through, but Crawfurd, instead of passing out, passed poorly
inside to Llewelyn and the ball was knocked forward. Two minutes
later Blackheath scored through Davies, who cut out a beautiful
opening and easily outpaced the defence-he might have scored this
try against any defence. The try was not converted (II-3).

After half-time the game deteriorated; the forwards began to lose
their sting, and though Blackheatb had only seven forwards we began
to let them get the ball. The outsides also were running acro~s

badly. A try was, however, scored by Young from a line-out, where
he found himself unmarked and had ten yards to go to the line.

There was never any question that the School would win. They
were better than Blackheath, but it was not good to tail off in the
second half. Even so the pace and liveliness of the side was quite
different from what it had been a week before, and was encouraging
for the remaining School match.

Scltool-W. J. Eldridge (b); S. J. D. Robinson (b), H. J.
Crawfurd (a), I. D. L. Moir (h), J. M. Hutton (g); R.S. L1ewelyn (b),
J. A. Peters (g); J. Rogers (capt.) (d), F. 1. Damer-Priest (g), T. B.
Wilkinson (g), J. R. Thompson (g), T. N. S. Copeman (h), A. W.
Young (a), W. P. Harman (g), P. F. G. Hildesley (b).

Blackheath "A"-D. E. L. Parsons; 1. L. Gordon (a), J. G. W.
Davies, J. B. Maylam, P. E. Devitt; F. R. McAlIister, D. G. B.
Pilkington ;. P. G. K. Heenan, W. Wallis, R. H. WanneII, C. A.
Hamsworth, J. W. C. Newman-Young, C. W. J. Brandram, D.
Tasker (g).

Referee-P. E. H. Parry-Jones, Esq. R.M.M.B.

2ND XV.

SCHOOL V. BRUTON.

This game was played at Bruton on Thursday, November 1St.
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It was soon apparent that the School side had the pace of the
opposition. Repeated attacks were made in the first quarter of an
hour, but the sound tackling of the home three·quarters, and passing
lapses by the attackers prevented more than two tries materialising
in the first half. One of these was converted. Meanwhile, Bruton
had had a spell of hard pressing, during which they were only just
kept out on two occasions.

Crossing over with a lead of eight points, and being now helped
by the wind, the School soon took up the attack again. This time
the finishing was better and gradually the home defence found the
fast pace of the game beginning to tell. Tries were added by
Macpherson, Partridge ('2), Amoore and Crawfurd, of which Amoore
converted three, the other two being narrowly missed. When the
side settled down in the second half some excellent football was
seen, Crawfurd especially being too quick for the opposition and
giving his wing many chances which would have led to tries if the
latter had had more pace.

Of the forwards, Higgins, Hildesley and Hodgkinson were the
pick, but all played well. The chief failing was lack of shove in the
tight scrums. Lilley at full-back played a good game.

School-Lilley (a); H. G. Partridge (b), Breay (a), H. J. Crawfurd
(capt.)(a), Amooremi.(g); Muriel (g), Macpherson (b); Hodgkinson(d),
Walker ma. (b), Hildesley (b), Connor (g), Miley (a), Humphreys
Davies (c), Higgins (h), Kerr-Jarrett (a).

SCHOOL V. WELLINGTON (SOM.).

This game played on the Lower produced what was probably the
best performance of thtl year by the 2nd XV. The visitors were a
lively side and had been scoring a great many points, but they were
not allowed to settle down.
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The School started off with the wind behind them and were soon
on the attack. A half opening by Muriel sent Breay in for the first
try after about five minutes. Amoore converted this, and two more
tries scored in this half by Mermagen and Partridge respectively.
Finally he narrowly missed converting a try scored far out by himself.

In the second half Wellington had the wind behind them, and
for ten minutes looked as if they might pull the game round. At the
end of this period bad marking allowed the vh;iting scrum.half, who
played excellently throughout, to score a good try,which was converted
(18-5)' The School side then rallied and further tries were scored
by Breay (2) and Amoore (2). Three of these were converted,
bringing the School score to 36. Meanwhile a good run by the
Wellington scrum.half had been followed by an excellent dropped
goal by the full-back. Shortly before the end of the game further
blind play by the School forwards allowed another try by the visiting
scrum-half. This brought the score to 36-12.

The feature of the game was the way in which the visitors kept
up their liveliness throughout. They were badly outpaced, but gave
the impression that they might at any time become dangerous if the
opposition began to tire. The School backs played very well,
notably Muriel and Amoore, while Mermagen was excellent in attack
and Breay did many good things. Of the forwards, White was as
usual un tiring and ubiquitous, and was very well supported by
Hildesley, Hodgldnson and Walker. The chief fault was a tendency
to forget to watch the sides of the of the grovel.

School-LilIey (a); H. G. Partridge (capt.) (b), Breay (a), J. H. F.
Mermagen (b), Amoore mi. (g); Mllriel (g), Macpherson (b); E. G.
Hodgkinson (d), Walker ma.(b), Hildesley (b), Ardagh (b), Murray (b),
Miley (a), A. S. White (b), Connor (g).

SCHOOL V. DOWN SIDE.

It was a pity that for this match, played on the Upper, Downside
were very much below strength.
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The School side showed good form, but were not quite so lively
as two days before against Wellington. Altogether, ten tries were
scored by Amoore (3), Macpherson (2), Partridge (2), Breay,
Mermag-en and Muriel. Four were converted, and the School won
by 38-0. This was a dull game, as the result was never in doubt.

School-Lilley (a): H. G. Partridge (capt.) (b), Breay (a), J. H. F.
Mermagen (b), Amoore mi. (g): Muriel (g), Macpherson (b); E. G.
Hodgkinson (d), Walker ma.(b), Hildesley (b), Ardagh (b), Murray (b),
Miley (a), A. S. White (b), Connor (g).

SCHOOL V. CASTLE CARY.

There is always something to be learnt from a game against
Castle Cary. The robust type of football, with its good forward
play, hard tackling and pathetic passing, that we have learnt to expect
there, is very different from that met with in the other 2nd XV matches.
The School were clearly the faster and more crafty side, but the hard
play of their opponents seemed to aflect their handling and to make
them do extraordinarily foolish things when a score seemed inevitable.

Playing towards the steeper end of the peculiar shaped ground,
the School soon attacked; and Breay was right through with only
the full-back to beat and Partridge at his elbow. No try ensued. In
the first half only Amoore, with a neat side-step succeeded in getting
over. He converted his try, but missed two fairly easy penalties.
The School pack made an error in judgment in trying to wheel
against opponents well versed in spoiling tactics. This eventually
led to a try by most of the Castle Cary pack, who collapsed as one
man on the ball after pushing the School pack down the treacherou$
precipice which marks the lower end of the ground.

In the second half, much scrappy play was enlivened by a good
dash through by Rawlins, leading to a try by Amoore, and by a
somewhat lucky try by Rawlins, who snatched up a loose Castle
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Cary pass (11-3)' There was also the occasion when Partridge
emerged from the scrum in full pursuit of a terrified opponent who
had incurred his wrath. Neither player seemed at the moment to
remember that there was a ball to worry about at all.

Mr. Holmes very kindly came over to referee, and maintained an
even temper and a superb indifference to many vocal attacks from
the bearded veterans on the touch line.

School-G.G.Lilley (a); H.G.Partridge (capt.) (b), H. F. Breay (a),
Rawlins (b), W. M. Amoore (g); H. J. S. Muriel (g), Jolliffe (c);
E. G. Hodgkinson (d), H. S. Walker (b), Miley (a), Connor (g), B.
Humphreys-Davies (c), R. A. Higgins (h), A. S. White (b), Kerr
Jarrett (a).

SCHOOL V. BRYANSTON.

This game was played on the Lower on Wednesday, November
28th, in order to leave the next day free for the proper uses of a
whole-holiday. The School were clearly the faster and better side, but
there was a lack of quality about their play quite out of keeping with
the many good performances of the season. The handling of the
outsides was faulty, for a change, and this appeared to dull the edge
of the forward play.

Tries were scored in the first half by Amoore, Crawfnrd and
Jollifle, and some weak defensive play allowed Bryanston to break
away and score a converted try (11-5).

In the second half things improved greatly. The handling was
better and the forward play more finished. .Tries were scored by
Partridge (2), Amoore (2) and Muriel, three being- converted by
Amoore.

Of the backs, after a shaky start, Crawfurd was outstanding and
always looked dangerous. Moir was \'ery unlucky to injure himself
in· the second half, when he looked like settling down to play in his
proper form. Hildesleyand Hodgkinson were the best of the pack,
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weather conditions, and stout tackling and opportunism on the part
of their opponents, accounted for their failure to bring off the double
in the return match. Weymouth 2nd XV were a bigger, stronger
and more experienced side, and a defeat at their hands was no disgrace.

The forwards were a level and generally hard-working pack, and
most should distinguish themselves in higher company next season.
If lacking in the finer arts of forward play, they had the virtues of
tight and quick packing, shove in the tight and keen following up.
One or two have still to learn to tackle and all-without exception
must learn to dribble. Behind the scrum, what strength there was
lay in individual pace and dash, rather than in combination or
cleverness. Their weakness lay in bad positioning-, which is largely
a matter of experience, and inability to give and tal{e passes when
running at full pace - the fundamental principle of three-quarter
play. The first lesson all had, and still have, to learn ",as to watch
the ball rather than the man when taking a pass. The full-back was
more than adequate.

The season is inevitably short, but It is to be hoped that next
year's fixtures will be so arranged. that it will not be necessary to
play three matches in six days.

P.R.H.P-].

JUNIORS.
ROUND I.

Elderton's beat Parry-Jones', 3-0 (after extra time)
Ross' heat O'Hanlon's, 6-3 (after extra time)

ROUND n.
Ross' beat Brown's, 16-0
Barlow's beat Elderton's, 12-0

SEMI-FINAL.

Barlow's beat ROss', 17-0
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with Higgins also playing a good game. Walker showed pace and
dash at times. Despite the much improved form in the second half
the game seemed vaguely unsatisfactory, as far too many movements
broke down in mid-field. In this match and in the Castle Cary game,
Jolliffe, substituting for Macpherson, showed promising form-apart
from occasional passes behind his man.

School-G. G. Lilley (a); H. G. Partridge (b), I. D. L. Moir (h),
H. J. Crawfurd (capt.) (a), W. M. Amoore (g); H. J. S. Muriel (g),
Jolliffe (c); E. G. Hodgkinson (d), H. S. Walker (b), P. F. G.
Hildesley (b), Connor (g)/ Kerr-Jarrett (a), Miley (a), R.A.Riggins (h),
B. Humphreys-Davies (c).

J.R.

OTHER MATCHES.

3RD XV.
Played the 7th Field Brigade R.A. at home on November 1st,

and won 18-II.
Played Taunton School 2nd XV at home on November 15th, and

won 31-3.
Played Yeovil "A" at home on November 24th, and won II-O.

A 3rd XV Retrospect will be published in our Spring number.

COLTS.

Played Weymouth 2nd XV at home on November 1st, and lost
O-II.

RETROSPECT.

The Colts XV had a comparatively good season, winning three
matches, drawing one and losing one, scoring in all ninety points to
fourteen. Tbe earlier matches matches call for little comment, the
best display being the home match against Downside, wben tbe whole
side touched the top of their form. Failure to rise superior to
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CORRESPONDENCE.

[The Editors decline to hold themselves responsible for the opinions
expressed by theIr correspondents].

To the Editor of The Shirbumiatl.

Dear Sir.

The present system of athletics in use at this School must seem
farcical to many: the races are unprepared for; the jumps are
tedious, and people, generally, care very little about a very interesting
branch of sport.

To advocate the abolition of the relay system would be merely
destructive, without being constructive; such a system has obvious
merits, which it would be a pity to do away with j on the other hand,
one must feel that the individual is not getting a real chance.

It seems, therefore, that it might be possible to introduce a system
whereby individual races as well as relay races might be run: the
one objection seeming to be the lack of time.

Now, Sir, you must be well aware that most boys in the School
have two days off cricket every week, when they have to go for
bicycle rides which become increasingly boring: these two days
might well be occupied by them in the practice of running and of
field events such as the pole jump, putting the weight, throwing the
discus, hop, step and jump, etc.

The actual performance of these events might be allotted to
Saturday afternoons, when generally there are only intra, or inter,
house matches without aim and meaning being played; the sports
could thus continue throughout the whole of the term, with the relay
races, as usual, in the last week, cups being awarded on every event
possible, thus possibly tending to give the weaker houses a better
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CHALLENGE ROUNDS.

Parry-Jones' beat O'Hanlon's, 8-0
Elderton's drew with Brown's, 3-3
Ross' beat Elderton's, 5-0

Up to the time of going to press the Two Cock has not yet been
played.

THE PILGRIMS.

The annual match between the Pilgrims and the Old Haileyburians
will take place on January 14th on the ground of the Old Hailey
burians at Ruxley Lane, EWELL. Trains from Waterloo, 1.45,2.5.
Kick-off, 2.30.
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propose of running them. But the advantages, I think, far outweigh
the disadvantages. Some obvious disadvantages are the temperature,
the counter-attraction of hockey, and the suitability of the end of the
Summer Term in many ways. But I have dealt with the matter in
outline below, and hope my suggestions will, at any rate, receive
your consideration.

I propose:-

(i) That the Sports be held at the end of the Easter Term.

(ii) That the contests are all individual, with a limited entry from
each House of either two or three (preferably the latter).

(iii) That the marking be as follows :-First place in any event
(including steeplechases and jumps), 3 points; second place,
2 points; third place, 1 point.

(iv) That the House Cup be awarded to the House with the most
marks.

(v) That the School should send a team to compete in the Public
School Sports at the White City, in the Easter holidays.

The reasons for these changes are manifold. For 0) they are as
follows:- We should not have to practice, and in some cases actually
race, round a cricket ground on which a tense House Match is taking
place, and there would no longer be any need for qualms on the
part of the fast-bowler, on account of the Quarter-Mile to be run at
the end of the innings. Again, although critics will say that it will
be hard to take people away from hockey, I believe that most people
like it less than cricket. Also, at the end of the Summer Term there
are the counter-attractions of the Bath and Tennis.

The reasons for (ii), (iii) and (iv) are more complicated. Relays
were advocated some time ago as .. interesting" more people. If
you have a possible entry of three from each House, as I suggest, in
each event, you interest as many people as there are at present
(where four people are allowed from each House in some events,
and two in others).
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chance, and to prevent the runaway victories of one or two houses
that have been over-common in the last few years.

Yours truly,
E. G. HODGKINSON.

At first glatfce difficulties seem to be :
(a) Usual complaint is that boys do not get enough time to bicycle

. out into the country. Your correspondent's account does not
tally with this.

(b) Grounds are too often fully occupied (but occasionally running
might be possible).

(c) The putting up and removal of Sports apparatus means a lot of
extra work, or its permanent presence (if feasible) means much
extra bother in mowing. No ground staff can work harder than
ours. The addition of five tennis courts, even if it can be
financed, is going to break the camel's back, if we are not careful.

(d) Whatever arrangements are made only the very few interested
can be catered for. It will not touch the School as a whole, or
even a visible part of it.
Even so, Saturday evenings after 6.30 p.m. might be usefully

employed provided it means no extra work for the staff. But it is
hardly possible (if your correspondent's letter is understood) to let
marks count for some competitive event when the chief athletes of
the School are absent? It may be noted that four years ago basket
ball apparatus was provided for such people as your correspondent
has in mind, but no-one even took advantage of it.

A.H.T-R.

Dear Sir,
The Sports are a vexed question, and it is with some trepidation

that I broach it. There are many disadvantages in the method I
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a similar letter, and we would refer our correspondent, Mr. Bruce,
to The Shirburnian of last December, which, as we think, contains
an eminently satisfactory reply.

In addition might we add that the illustrated account of the
Sherborne-Tonbridge match which appeared in the Times, and
which Mr. Bruce refers to, was not especially solicited by Tonbridge 
but was chosen by the Times as a good match to report for that

particular Saturday. EDITOR.

The White Hart Hotel,
Nettlebed,

Henley-on-Thames,
Oxon.

Sir,
May I, through the medium of your Magazine, express my

sincere thanks to the whole School for their very generous gift on
my departure from Sherborne last term? I shall always treasure
it with gratitude as a lIlemento of six happy years.

Though I have left the School, I very much hope that anyone
who finds himself on the road between Henley and Oxford will spare
a moment to come and see me at my new address (above, after
January 17th, next), so that we may not lose all touch with each
other.

Yours faithfully,
V. H. P. HOUSE.
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Again, a mixed system of relays and individual races is obviously
unfair. For instance: a House, by securing the first three places
in the Steeplechase, Mile, Half Mile or Three-quarter Mile, can
obtain 19 points. Whereas a House with the four best hundred-yard
runners can only obtain 10 points. Also, the baton-changing and
curious inter-locking system we employ in the 220, cannot be any
thing but unfair. How much fairer to run it as an individual race,
either in lanes on the old course or as a straight race on Carey's.

There are other odd advantages. The Jumps, for instance, could
be run on much simpler lines, and take possibly a quarter of an hour,
instead of the hours they took last year. The Steeplechases, mile,
half-mile and quarter would be rlln off, as before, at intervals through
the Easter Term, and allow runners to train for the short distances
and field events. The jumps, hurdles and markings for the distances,
could be set out some weeks before, for practice, instead of the usual
week or less.

As for proposal (v), many people have little enough to do in the
Easter holidays; and the records for the last three or four years show
that we need not, by any means, disgrace ourselves.

Yours, etc.,
H. S. WALKER.

Dear Sir,
The railings outside the School gate are rusty, and badly in need

of painting. Could not this be remedied?
Yours, etc.,

E. G. HODGKINSON.

We have received another of the many letters which are written
us complaining of School Matches not being reported in the papers.
The position now is exactly the same as it was last time we published
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