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ON examining a very recent editorial we were forced to
decide that the writer did not like editorials; such an

opinion appears to us to be little short of heresy. What is the
use of an editor who does not write an editorial? He is merely
a waste paper basket. Our writer quotes the time when there
was no editorial in the Shirb,mlia/l. We will show no delay
in pointing out that there is one solitary number-a disgrace
that will not easily be wiped out-in which the editors have 50

failed in their duty that the reader, unwarned. was confronted,
not by a sheet of virgin whiteness as they would have you
believe, but by a list of School Officers.

Do not, kind reader, suppose for one moment that we are not
well aware of the scintillating merits of these School Officers,
indeed, our own names are to be found amongst them; but it is



THE SHIRBURNIAN

the very fact of their scintillating brilliance which makes it
essential to have an editorial. For as the full dose of a drug is
not administered at the first injection, so we do not wish to
plunge our readers unprepared into a veritable maelstrom of wit
and talent.

Therefore we are bound to confess that we feel the editorial
to be an essential part of the magazine. Where else can the
editor express himself? He probably feels very strongly, poor
man, about his chilblains or his clothes, and he will never
degrade himself to the disgusting extent of writing letters to
himself.
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The following have preached in chapel this term since our last
number :-Rev. Canon C. H. Thompson, Rev. Bede Frost, The
Headmaster, Rev. A. E. Ward (a.s.), Rev. G. F. Trench and Bro.
Douglas.

On Sunday, November 22nd, The Right Rev. The Lord Bishop
of Salisbury held a Confirmation in Chapel; and on Monday morning
dedicated the new Roll of Honour in the Ante-Chapel.

Certificate "A" written examination took place on Tuesday,
November 17th; and a further practical examination on Wednesday,
December 9th.

The lecture by Mr. Rupert Howard was unfortunately cancelled,

but Mr. Yeates stepped into the breach with one of his excellent talks
on birds.

A new squash court is being built next to the masters' court. We
hope that this, as well as the masters' court itself, will be available
for use by the School next term.

We congratulate Mr. and Mrs. ElIison on the birth of a daughter.

The School Certificate Examination began on December 7th.

On Saturday, November 21st, some fortunate members of the
School attended Clive Carey's song recital in the Church Hall. We
were extremely !orry to hear on the next day that his ill health
prevented him from fulfilling his engagement in the Big Schoolroom.

We apologise for the omission in our last number of the following
details in the Valete of J. D. Devitt (b, 1931-36) :-House Prefect.

On Saturday, December 5th, most of the School heard an
interesting lecture by Mr. Frederick Addey on " Problems of Inter

Planetary Travel": an original and entertaining subject.
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O.S. NEWS
GENERAL.

R. E. D. Johnson (a, 1925-30) and M. J. T. Stephens (h, 1925-30)

have passed the General Ordination Examination, Part 1.

P. G. Bryan Daunt (a, 1918-2+) was successful at the Inter
mediate Examination of the Law Society held on November 4th
and 5th, and T. A. Rickard (j, 1930-33) was successful in passing
the Trust Accounts and Book-keeping portion.

P. J. M. Anderson (a, 1929-34) has been elected Treasurer of

the Oxford Union and President of the Oxford Conservative
Association. He is also Vice-Chairman of the National Federation
of University Conservative Associations.

ENGAGEMENT.

PHILLIPS - BAHBER. John Richard PhiIlips (h, 1925-30),

younger son of Dr. and Mrs. Miles H. PhiIlip!', of Glossop Road,
Sheffield, and Gertrude Mary Joan, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

J. H. Barber, of Ranmoor Park Road, Sheffield.

MARRIAGE.

NUNN-KELLEH. On August 1st, 1936, at St. Mary the Virgin,
Monken Hadley, Herts, by the Rev. E. J. Bentley, Vicar of Kentish
Town, assisted by the Rev. Gilbert Richardson, Rector, Michael

Gordon Nunn (g, 1924-27), younger son of Dr. and Mrs. J. W. Nunn,

of Pymlicoe House, Hadley, Barnet, to Josceline de Courtenay
Keller, of High Corner, Arkley Drive, Arkley, youngest daughter of
the late Mr. and Mrs. Leopold Keller.

DEATHS.

COLLET. Canon M. C. H. Collet, who died suddenly while at

prayer in Guildford Cathedral Church, was at Sherborne 1879-84
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(Tan.), and a scholar of Trinity Hall, Cambridge. A correspondent
writes :-" He spent the greater part of his clerical life in working
class parishes in the Diocese of Durham, and was Vicar of St. Hilda,
Sunderland, from 1901 to 1909. In that year he came south to
Milford-on-Sea, and in 1919 he moved to his last cure, the Surrey

village of Frensham. He was rural dean of Farnham from 1923
and early this year was made a canon of Guildford. He was a man
of wide reading and did much to promote sacred study among" the
clergy of his rural deanery. His interests included drama and
music, and the sacred plays performed every Christmas in his
beautiful and well-tended church were models of what such plays
ought to be. It was through his efforts that the ancient tower of
Frensham Church was carefully restored some years ago. But he
will chiefly be remembered for his generous sympathy; he never

lost touch with his old friends in the North and did much to help
them in times of unemployment and distress, and he leaves an
example of industry, humility and saintliness of life. Died,

October 6th, 1936.

EVERED POOLE. On Thursday, October 29th, 1936, Major
Evelyn James Evered Poole, M.C. (d, 1900-02), Indian Army'

(retired) (46th Punjabis), dear husband of Mabel Evered Poole,
Lower Shilstone, Throwleigh, Okehampton, Devon. Interred at

Chagford, Devon.

COWARD. On December 6th, 1936, Alan Colin Gilroy Coward
U, 1927-31), dearly loved son of Alan and Mary Coward, Marlyns
Cottage. Burpham, Guildford. Interred at Brookwood Cemetery.

THOMAS PATRICK BROWNE was born on July 25th, 1909. He
came to Sherborne (a) in 1923 and left in 1927. He took his B.Sc.
Degree in London and became a Civil Engineer. After a short
period with the Thames Conservancy Board he went out to Singapore
as Assistant Engineer in the Public Works Department. He was
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a member of the local Sports Club and played all games with great

keenness, and he was a volunteer in the Singapore Artillery. This
year he took up flying, but on an instructional flight after a few
hours in the air his aeroplane touched the mast of a ship in the

harbour with its port wing and crashed. He died without regaining
consciousness, on August 20th, at the age of twenty-seven. He
was buried with military honours.

Those who knew him in his school days will not be surprised to
hear that every letter from those who met him, or worked with him,

seems to speak of his charm of manner and friendliness and quiet
efficiency. One of his own letters home, quite recently, spoke of
his great pleasure at spending an evening with five or six other

Shirburnians, whom he named, and those from his official superiors
tell of abundant promise in his work. His loss has been severely
felt.

NAVAL OCCASION.

Our acquaintance with the Army is of such long standing that an

opportunity of mal(ing contact with the Senior Service is always

welcome; such an opportunity was vouchsafed to us in the shape of

an invitation from Paymaster-Cmdr. Simplion, of the battleship
"Royal Sovereign," to visit his ship in Port1;lnd Harbour.

Accordingly, on November 28th, twenty-four members of the
School made the journey to Weymouth by motor-coach, and on
boarding the" Royal Sovereign" from the tender" Leeward" were
welcomed by our host. Here we split into two parties, each under

the guidance of a midshipman, and proceeded to make a tour of
the ship.
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The various guns and other weapons of offence and defence
were most competently explained to us by our guides, and even the
bewildering brass and steel nightmare of the engine-room began to
assume coherent and reasonable form under their lucid exposition;

but even they were unable to make our land-Iubberly minds grasp
the intricacies of the steering gear.

Hence we passed, or, to be literal, crawled into the turret of one

of the IS-inch guns, and were shown the functions of the various
parts and the duties of the gun's crew; as far as we could gather,
the whole affair when in action is an excellent imitation of the
Inferno! Our next move took us away from the comparative
security of the" deck. By means of perpendicular ladders and
movements reminiscent of the jungle we climbed to the bridge,

inspecting on the way various weapons, mainly for anti-aircraft

defence, and from the top gained a glimpse of the Navy's latest

acquisition, an unpleasant instrument of destruction known as the
multiple pom-pom, the effect of which is said to be the nearest
approach to the annihilation of matter yet made!

\Ve eventually reached a height of 115 feet above the sea, and
from this vantage point gained a view of the whole ship laid out
below us like a sectional model; but the vertiginous effects of too
prolonged gazing directly below were unsettling, Confidence was

restored, however, by an excellent tea provided by the Wardroom;
and such was the effect of the sea air and the superb feast offered

to which we were bidden, that most of the party were still hard at
it when the tender arrived to take us off.

\Ve parted from our guide after thanking him for the extremely
competent way in which he and his colleagues had enabled us to see
a few hours of the private life of the navy; to which he replied with
expressions of pity for us, as, he said, he supposed we should now

have to go home and write an essay on the expedition. We have.
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OHm nocte, dum silenter

servant greges ne vagentur
seduJis pastoribus

angeJus appropinquavit
lux et arva collustravit

emicans e nubibus.

Dixit: 'Ponite timorem
audituri me sponsorem,

missum de caelestibus,
vobis nova proferentem,
neenon gaudium prodentem.

quale fiet omnibus.

En, in urbe David natus
nuper, aeque mundo datus

aeque vobis proprius,
est saJvator, Christus Deus;
rem firmabit sermo meus,

dixero cum clarius.

Non invenietur natus
signis magnis demonstratus,

immo signis tantuHs:
fascia nam colligatus

et in faeno reclinatus
patet iIle credulis.'

H uic instanter assistebat
cohors caeli, quae fundebat

Jaudes cantans talia:
'Deo summo sit Jaus satis,
viris bonae voJuntatis

in terra concordia.'
a.V.H,
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For the benefit of those to whom the noble Latin tongue is
unfamiliar, a brief resumee of the whole term's programme seems
necessary. We no longer foregather in Mr. Green's rooms in

Cheap Street as aforetime, but the Oak Room has been kindly placed
at our disposal by the Headmaster. Here we meet once a week,

and papers are read on various classical subjects. The term's
programme has been completed, and papers have been read by all
the members on the Coephorae, Herodotus, the Greek Anthology,
Plato and Socrates, Horace's Odes, Lucretius, Euripides' Troades,
and Cicero Pro Cluentio. In addition to these varied items, we
were fortunate in persuading Mr. O'Hanlon to give us a lecture on

the Greek and Roman remains in Southern France. Mr. Brown
kindly lent his Episcope, and the meeting was made a gala one.

We were not disappointed, for Mr. O'Hanlon was interesting,
instructive and amusing, and we regretted that the exigencies of

time compelled him to cut his lecture short.

LES POLYGLOTTES.

The Society has had ten meetings this term. Four plays have
been read, including works by Racine, Beaumarchais, Marivaux,
and Musset. G. J. B. Watkins, Esq., read a paper on "La France
sous Louis XV" early in the term, and towards the end of it

C. F. V. Martin and R. A. S. Godfree read papers on "La Vie de
Louis XIV" and" La Vie de Schubert," respectively. All three

papers were excellent and much appreciated.
The Society regrets the absence of the Headmaster this term,
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and the presence of H. H. Baker, Esq., is especially missed. How

ever, the term has proved most interesting and agreeable, thanks to
the hospitality and endless trouble taken by the President.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

On November 21st, "Round the \Vorld in 60 minutes," a series

of films with a running commentary by Perrins, was presented to a
small audience in the Big Schoolroom. The scenes were chiefly
taken in the Far East, and included the traditional" Crossing the
Line" ceremonies on board the" Empress of India," The com

mentator. operators and nnmerous assistants are to be congratulated
upon the smooth running of the show and the entertainment that

they provided.

At the invitation of Col. F. J. B. Wingfield Digby, a party over

forty strong visited the Castle on Sunday afternoon, December 6th.
Our host and Mrs. Wingfield Digby personally showed us round
the many palatial rooms with their magnificent collections of antique

furniture and portraits by such noted artists as Kneller, Reynolds,
Hoppner, Gainsborough and Vandyke, until we finally reached the
"Oak Room "-the original Banqueting Hall-where we weJe very

kindly given refreshments. On leaving the Castle we visited the
small building used as a Museum: here are to be seen a Romano
Saxon tessellated pavement found at Lenthay, relics from the old
Norman Castle, documents and deeds with huge wax seals, ancient

weapons, man traps, hollowed trunks lIsed as water pipes, besides

many other interesting objects which the archaeologist values.

A Lantern Lecture entitled" \;Yhen and Why?" was given by
Mr. Eperson, with the assistance of his audience, on Saturday,

December 12th. Views of familiar and unfamiliar scenes in Sher-
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borne were shown, and the lecturer endeavoured to answer the
invariable questions as to When? and Why? the buildings were

erected.

CINEMA SOCIETY.

A programme of short films was shown on October 31st. It
included cartoons, " He would a-wooing go "-a first-rate hiological

film giving the life history of a frog, Scenes from Commemoration

1936, taken by Perrins, and the Story of the Cunard White Star
Liner, the" Queen Mary," from the time of the laying of its keel
till it arrived in New York after its maiden voyage across the Atlantic.

"I Was a Spy" was shown on November 28th. In spite of the

usual and inevitable difficulties of obtaining good sound reproduction
from miniature copies of commercial films, enough of the words were
audible to enable one to follow the general trend of the action, though

some of the details of the plot were obscure.
King-Church and his small army of assistants-some of whom

deserve the title of "electrical engineers"- have worked hard

throughout the term trying to bring the standard of performance as
near perfection as possible. Difficulties stIll remain to be surmounted,
but as long as reproductions of commercial films are used, dis

appointment is unavoidable. D.B.E.

THE BEN DAVIS SOCIETY.

The Society has had a very successful term. Owing to the great
influx into the Upper School this term, the membership of the Society

has increased from 87 to 120, the highest yet attained: But it has
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been noticeable that the attendance at meetings has not corres

pondingly increased.
The first meeting ·was on October 18th, when Mr. ElIison read

an excellent paper on "Infra-red Photography." Good diagrams
and very attractive slides enabled the speaker to instruct his audience

on this very important subject. Mr. Ellison has a reputation for
reading good papers, and this one was no exception to the rule.

On November 1st a certain number of the Society were enter
tained by Mr. Ross to tea, after which M. P. Durham read a very
good paper on "The Work of Lord Lister." Due to the excelIent
tea provided by the host, and the good paper presented by Durham,
the meeting was even more appreciated than the usual ones, and I

should like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the Society, of
thanking Mr. Ross very much indeed for entertaining us that

Sunday afternoon.
On December 6th W. H. Dowdeswell, an Old Shirburnian, came

down from Oxford to read to the Society a very interesting paper
on 11 Mimicry." It was a good paper, though perhaps too advanced

for some, on a subject which many did not know even existed, and
we are very grateful to him indeed for coming down and interesting
us in this subject, on research into which he is now engaged.

THE GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY.

The Society has had a successful term, more than doublihg its
membership. The programme arranged has been a varied one.
On two Sunday afternoons Mr. J. Fowler kindly conducted "a
geological walk" in the neighbourhood of Milborne Port. Mr.
Fowler explained how the land had taken its present shape: among
the many interesting things he showed us was an excellent example

of a "fault," revealed in the face of an old quarry.
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Two lectures and one cinema "show" were also arranged. Sir

John Hanham, Bart., who has himself been on an expedition to
explore Greenland, gave us a most interesting talk on that country,
and Mr. Ellison talked to us about "A Meteorological Station" in a
way which made everything extremely clear. Both lectures were
illustrated by a number of excellent lantern slides. The films chosen
for another meeting showed us various parts of the U .S.A.

My only regret about the Society's activities is that the attendance
at lectures is often so poor. I am sure the lectures arranged this

term would have interested anyone, nor is it very encouraging to a
lecturer 10 find such a small audience.

THE ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY.

The programme for the Christmas term consisted of three papers,
all weIl read and all interesting, and it is to be lamented that the last
two did not have better audiences.

The first paper, by Mr. ElIison on October 11th, was on the

Spectra of the Stars. He told of the many uses to which spectra
are put in astronomy, and gave a brief history of Spectrology. On

November 8th there was a double paper, the first half by A. R. Coad
on the Moon, and the second by M. P. Dandridge on Nebulae.
Both subjects were weIl dealt with, considering the limited time, the
former being notable for a good description of living conditions on
the Moon, the latter for some remarkably fine slides. The last

paper, on December 6th, attended by the President and Vice
Presidents but very few other members, was by F. Addey, Esq.,

B.SC., F.R.A.S., on "Greenwich Observatory." This is the first
occasion the Society has had a lecturer from outside the School, and
the paper was worthy of the occasion. The !llany intricacies of the

Observatory weIe clearly expounded, and to judge from all the
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multifarious and wonderful instruments, it is no wonder that

Greenwich is the Mecca of Meteorologists. On the whole, a term

marked by three very good papers.

THE DUFFERS.

This term the Duffers have been fortunate enough to hear once
again some really excellent papers. A. J. G. Crocker, the first
reader of the term, made Mr. GJ.adstone an interesting character far

removed from School Certificate History, and even managed to find
in him the seeds of Socialism. Mr. Yeates, an acknowledged expert,
gave another Bird Lecture, and the best praise it can be given is

that it was even better than his first. D. J. McK. Caldwell was
original and interesting with his Jazz Movement, which-after
minor mechanical misfortunes- he successfully illustrated with some
gramophone records. R. B. Marshall revealed the life and works
of "Ibsen," an author often known only by name. Perhaps the
best paper of the whole term was H. W. King's" Erasmus"; this

was scholarly, interesting and witty; it revealed how a man may be

entirely misjudged because he wrote his works in Latin. The last
paper of the term was read by the visiting speaker, Mr. P. A.

Landon. His subject, " Richard Wagner," could hardly fail to be

interesting, and he did it full justice, especially through the passages
he played on the piano.

MUSIC NOTES.

Brahms' "Requiem," which the Musical Society have in

rehearsal this term, is proving a great attraction to the members;
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much of the work is naturally in a reflective and austere mood, but
there are many moments of tremendous vigour and exultation.

A selection from the work will be performed at the end-of-term
Concert, but we hasten to add that the second part of the programme
will be cast in a lighter and more festive key, and we hope the School

will join in the "delectable tunes" which have been prepared for their
co-operation and enjoyment.

By the time these notes appear, the Carol Service will have been
held, but too near the end of term for any details to appear in this
Issue.

\Ve offer our sincere congratulations to J. Rodie Peters
(Organ Exhibitioner of Jesus College, Oxford), on passing the
1st Mus. Bac. within a few weeks of leaving School.

"Ve wish to record our thanks to the" Trustees of the Carnegie
Trust in Great Britain" for their presentation to the Music School

of the ten monumental volumes of Tudor Music edited by Dr. E. H.
Fellowes, Sir Percy Buck and others, and produced by the Oxford
University Press. It is a munificent gift, and our grateful thanks

are due to the Dean of Wells, through whose good offices the gift
became possible.
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DEAD PAGAN.

[N.B.-The Editors do not hold themselves responsible for this contribution:
they are told that it is modern].

When we drew up at my uncle's house. the Vicarage, at
Manorbier, in Pembrokeshire, it was six o'clock. We, that is to say

my fiance, Richard Devins the writer, and myself, June Heatherilll!,

had come at my uncle's request to be shown my fiance, and Richard
had driven us in his car from Gloucester that day,

My uncle was very pleased to see us but seemed anxious and
prepossessed, but I didn't say anything at the time. However, after
dinner when we had unpacked, I asked him what was the matter.
At first he denied that anything was wrong, but when I pressed be
told us a rather queer story.

" If you must know, my dear. I'll tell you. As you realise, this
village is a very dull place as a whole-all things considered. But

one thing took place last week which gave us quite a thrill. On
Wednesday morning one of the villagers on the beach getting sea
weed for his garden saw some large object on the shore with a mass

of gulls wheeling round. He walked up to see more closely and the
gulls flew off. Imagine his horror on seeing a human body horribly
battered by waves and rocks, and in an advanced stage of decomposi
tion. He came back quickly to the village which, being as you know

a scattered collection of farms, does not possess a policeman. So he
came to me and I telephoned to Tenby and one came along quickly;



in the meantime a curious group of farm hands had gathered round
the body. The body being very dead, it was removed in a sheet to
the church until the doctor came.

Well, there was an inquest, and the only thing we got out of it

was that it was not European but Chinese, and had been indisputably

drowned. So it was buried at the public expense in the churchyard,
as no one knew of any missing Chinaman.

The night after the burial, however, I went to bed and to sleep
very quickly, but I had a frightful dream. It wasn't so much that it
was a horrid thing that happened to me in the dream as that I was

conscious of something indescribably evil hovering round and driving
me on to do something. At last I woke up, but not in my bed, no,

but standing in the churchyard and gazing down at the newly-finished

grave. I was bitterly cold and had no dressing-gown on so I made
my way back as quickly as possible.

This is not all, for two nights later the same thing happened and
I woke in the same place to find myself making the sign of the Cross,

at which all sense of impending evil vanished. But I feel that that
is not enough, and it may happen again at any time."

When he finished I looked across to Richard. He was very

interested, and said, "'Well, Mr. H~athering, it's very thrilling, and
we must see if we can account for it."

We then went to bed and slept peacefully.

The next day was fine, and so after breakfast as my uncle was busy
Richard and I went for a stroll in the village. The first place we
came to was the church.

" How about seeing this grave ?" I said to Dick. " Just what I
was thinking," he replied.

The grave was close inside the gale, obviously fresh, and some
flowers which a kindly farmer's wife had put there were still living.

As this was all there was to see we did not spend long in the church
yard, but went into the church. It was very old, the windows were
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small and round-arched, which Dick said was Norman. There was

one large tomb inside, of very ancient date, and so worn that the
lettering was hardly visible.

After this we left the church and walked over the hills about a
mile to the Castle, to which my uncle had advised us to go. What
we saw at the Castle does not concern us now.

\Vhen we got back for lunch we asked my uncle about the tomb
in the church.

" It's the tomb of a lord of the manor who lived in the twelfth
century. He is the only one buried in there because he is the only

one who went on the Crusades. He was a fanatical hater of
Moslems and all other pagans, though he was a pretty loose liver
himself." This was all he could tell us about it.

My uncle was very depressed that evening, but did not say any
thing about it, and we went to bed fairly early.

In the night, however, I was wol,en by the noise of someone

going down the stairs. I opened my door softly and called out; it
was Dick. I said, .. \Vhat are you doing ?" He said, " Hush! your

uncle's walking in his sleep." So I said, "Are you following him?
I'll come too." Dick didn't like this, but I slipped on my dressing
gown and ran after him.

It was cold outside and the moon was full. Ahead I could see

the figure of my uncle walking fast towards the church. We ran

softly after him and were just drawing near when he turned into
the churchyard. The moon shone full on him and I could see on
his face a look of horror that chilled me and made me clutch Dick's

arm. In one hand he was carrying a prayer-book and in the other

a bowl of water.

We stood in the shade of a laurel bush as we did not dare to go
near him. He put the bowl of water carefully on the ground and
opened the prayer-book at some place or other. II is lips worked

feverishly and the distortion of his face grew more and more intense.
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Dick held me tightly and I felt horror such as I have never before
nor since. I wanted to get away from the place. It was a church
yard of fear which held me and numbed me and paralysed my heart
and brain. At last my uncle finished with the book and closed it.
Then, and here the climax came, knelt down and, dipping his finger
in the water, made the sign of the Cro!>s on the new grave; rising
quickly he held up his hand for blessing. There was an electric

wave that ran through everything, and the sound of a spirit rushing
through the air.

Then in a flash I realized what it was. The body of the drowned
man had been a pagan and the spirit of the old Crusader had been
protesting against its burial in the churchyard. Some supernatural
instinct had made my uncle come and perform the service of baptism

over the grave, whereby the spirit of the pagan body was made

Christian.

All this may sound absurd, but if you had been in that churchyard
you would have thought differently.

A.W.

"WINTER ON THE TOWN."

The spires are swinging,

They reel above the chiming air,
Through it their songs are falling;
Strains in their mystic murmuring,
Peals of old raptured psalmodies, of prayers,
Of wind-hewn anthems, so heroical.
Mist cloaks their song, lank tapestries of night,
Softly they drape each sky-lit, soaring pinnacle

In velvet hangings.

Their breathless heart throbs in the empty height,
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The lungs in whispering,

The tongues in helpless fearing
Plead to protecting faces, carved . . . . hysterical.
Gold, from its shadowed flare
Glimmers their watchman, brave small belfry light
Guarding the homes beneath, a weary care
So faint ...• so tired its flickering.
And winter,
Bridal winter creeping through the hills,

Breathes on the withered stones with ice-blue frills,
Sheeting the oval tracery in palest tentacles.

S.J.H.D.

AS OUR COUSINS SEE US.

Until the train began to struggle to a stop, I had felt fairly
tranquil within. When, however, that awful moment had arrived,
I staggered down the corridor, burdened with baggage and anxieties,

to be met by Mr. Wallace and my first view of Sherborne-a place I
had known before only by name and an inaccurate imagination.

First was the perilous drive up Cheap Street as we dodged
bicycles, baby carriages, small dogs and the curb-stone-all in the

most un-American manner, for where it was sufficiently wide to
drive on one side, we veered to the unorthodox, i.e. the left. Then

mto the Courts, with the brown stone walls mellowing in the
afternoon sun. I was unable to suppress the slightly irrelevant
thought that some of the buildings had been thus mellowing long
before the Americas had been discovered, and ever so long before

the first American tourist arrived with his cigar and notebook. Here

the English Speaking Union had sentenced me for one year.
After a few weeks, not only had I survived the foreign diet of
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tea and bread, reinforced by the excellent institution of the" Toey,"
but also I had acquired the subconscious control necessary to sleep
through the Abbey bells. In addition to learning these arts of

self-preservation, I became aware of several less-obvious differences
between the British and the American system of education.

The masters first engaged my attention, partially because of their
custom of wearing gowns, which are to be seen on the other side of

the big pond only on the annual Prize Day, but more because of
their lack of intimate association with students. This comparative
formalism was also noticeable to me in the numerous school rules,
customs and discipline. The severity of control particularly im
pressed me, for corporal punishment is unknown in the true land of
liberty. (Fortunately I have not as yet been physically impressed
by this discipline). The general routine al!.'o seemed more rigid and

punctilious, but, surprisingly, the actual work and the attitude with

which it was regarded appeared more relaxed. Nevertheless the
English schools do attain a higher scholastic standard, possibly
through their earlier and more thorough specialization of a particular
branch of learning.

There are, of course, innumerable superficial differences to be
found. Yet when an intervening distance of several thousand miles
is taken into consideration, there is really no insuperable gulf between
the English and American schools. The impression of Sherborne
which wiII live with me longest is not the apparent difference, but

rather the fundamental similarity of the two school systems.
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FOOTBALL.

1ST XV.

SCHOOL v. TONBRIDGE.

Played at Tonbridge on Saturday, October 31st.
Played in driving rain and on a heavy ground, this match

resulted in a win for the School by one goal (5 points) to nil. The
try was scored in the first quarter of an hour of the game by Griffin,
who made an opening from a scrum on the Tonbridge twenty-five,
and cut through to touch down between the posts. The goal was
kicked by Griffin. The game then settled down into a tussle between
the two scrums. In the first half the School forwards took the ball
and there were some good wheels. In the second half the ball was
heeled more, but there were some good forward rushes, amongst
which Letchworth was prominent, and Rowlette, who just failed to
score a try through slipping. There was a tense moment in the
middle of the second half when, after the Tonbridge forwards had
heeled the ball from a loose scrum on the School twenty-five, the
right centre three-quarter got through and touched down under the
posts; but there had been a forward pass and a scrum was called
for between the twenty-five and the goal line.

Considering the weather and ground conditions, the bandling of
the ball by both sets of outsides was very good, very few passes
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being dropped. Play was for the most part in the centre of the
ground, and the wing three-quarters saw very little of the ball.

At full·back Bulmer played a steady game, fielding the ball well
and getting long touches with his kicks. The Tonbridge full-back
played magnificently throughout.

The game was a keen one and exciting to watch, especially
during the last quarter of an hour, when the tackling by both sides
was hard and fast. On the whole, the School saw more of the ball
and deserved to win.

School-A. D. B. Bulmp.r; D. H. Dammers, P. I. Alexander,

C. Chettle, H. Sassoon; H. P. Williams, P. S. D. Griffin; E. P. T.
Letchworth, E. W. Cosser, J. A. H. Simonds, K. M. Reinold,
C. F. V. Martin, J. F. R. Withycombe, R. B. de Glanville, K. D. H.

Rowlette.
TOl1bridge-P. Corker; B. W. Cox, D. B. Law, T.J. F. Killick,

E. I. C. vVood, B.N. S. Kidson, M. Lathaw; J. A. Dew, R. Maggs,

K. N. Dibben, J. K. W. Bingham, A. G. D. Durnford, F. J. G.
Symes, M. J. E. Ephraums, A. R. Thom (capt.).

Referee-R. B. Hunt.

SCHOOL V. DOWNSIDE.

The School played Downside on the Upper at 2.30 p.m. on

Wednesday, November 4th, and beat them by 21 points to 11.

Downside lost the toss and were set to play downhill. The first
ten minutes saw the Downside forwards, who were heavier and
bigger than the School pack, getting the ball, but their outsides, save
for Addington, their left wing, lacked thrust, and the School outsides
tackled hard and relentlessly. Eventually the School attacked, and
Dammers scored a good, unconverted try on the left wing from an

openin~ by Chettle (3-0). The School again attacked, both
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Alexander and Wylie running very well. Now Downside attacked
and took the lead from a try by Addington, converted by Mathias
(3-5). The School outsides were very good at this point, Bulmer
especially clearing well. From a good )eel after a forward rush,
Griffin went straight through to score under the posts. Griffin
converted (8-5). Again Downside attacked, and Mathias kicked
a good ,penalty goal from the twenty-five line, given against the
School for "foot-up" (8-8). Good backing up by the forwards led
to the School scoring again, and Dammers went over on the left
again, to give the School the lead at half-time (11-8).

The School started attacking immediately and were given a free
kick, which Alexander missed. The School, however, penned
Dowhside in their own half, and Griffin dropped a good, snap goal,
after missing an easier chance (15-8). Again good backing up led
to a try, scored by \iVylie (I5-8), and just after this a Downside
centre went off, an old thigh injury having cropped up again. Soon
after this Downside scored, but Matthias missed an easy kick (18-11).

The School, however, scored again when Alexander put Dammers
through, who went hard for the line, running round to score under
the posts. Griffin, however, missed the kick (21-11). Soon after,
the whistle went for "no-side" with the the School still attacking.

School, 21 points; Downside, 11 points.

The forwards did really well to hold and beat so much heavier a
pack. In the open Letchworth and Rowlette were good, but they
all lacked their usual fire, probably owing to having had to play
Tonbridge only a few days before.

The outsides were very good, especially at tackling, every
Downside three-quarter going down with almost monotonous regu
larity. There was little or no thrust in the Downside backs, but the

School outsides continually had their opposite numbers guessing,
particularly Dammers and Alexander. Griffin and Chettle too were
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thrustful, and Williams and Wylie made the most of their chances.
Bulmer was safe, though unsteado on his feet.

School-A. D. B. Bulmer; W. J. P. Wylie, C. Chettle, P. I.
Alexander, D. H. Dammers; P. S. D. Griffin, H. P.Williams; R B.
de Glanville (capt.), K. M. Reinold, J. A. H. Simonds, J. F. R
Withycombe, C. F. V. Martin, E. P. T. Letchworth, E. W. Cosser,

K. H. Rowlette.

Downside-G.J. H. MacPherson; RT. Addington, R. L. Masters,
R. J. Sheridan, A. D. Keary; .A. C. Glass, P. E. S. Dawson; T. R

Mathias (capt.), E. N. Fitzgerald, J. W. Berridge, J. J. P. Pickergill,
T. S. Reeve-Tucker, P.W. Nugent, P. A. G. Rawlinson, J. K. Mason.

SCHOOL v. RICHMOND "A".

This was played on the Upper on November 7th, and resulted

in ·a win for the School by four tries and one penalty goals (15 points)

to one try (3 points).

The School kicked off into the wind towards Yeovil. After ten
m!nutes' play a Richmond three-quarter movement broke down and
Griffin dribbled through to score under the posts. His kick, however,

hit the posts and bounced back. A few minutes later, with their
scrum-half off the field, Richmond scored from a rush, but with no
extra points added the School crossed over on level terms (3-3).

The School went ahead with a penalty well kicked by Alexander.

\Vith the wind behind them the School attacked more often, and
then Dammers picked up and ran well to score under the posts. The
kick was unsuccessful, with School leading at 9-3. Soon afterwards
Dammers ran through the defence and scored under the posts to
make the score (12-·3). Finally, a few minutes before "no side"

the School forwards heeled from a set scrum near the Richmond line
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and ChettIe ran over near the posts. The kick failed. There was

no further score, The School made use of having the wind behind

them in the second half. The heeling of the School forwards was
ragged, but the outsides were on top most of the game.

School-A. D. B. Bulmer; D. H. Dammers, P. I. Alexander,

C. Chettle, W.J. P. Wylie; P. S.D. Griffin, H. P. Williams; J. J. S.
Green, E. \iV. Cosser, E. P. T. Letchworth, K. M. Reinold, P. H.

King-Fretts,j. F. R.Withycombe, R. B. de GlanviJIe (capt.), K. D. H.

Rowlette.

SCHOOL v. DULWICH.

Playing at Dulwich on Saturday, November 14th, the School won
by three goals and two tries to a penalty goal (21-3).

The ground was rather wet and heavy, but this did not prevent
both the outsides and the forwards fro III completely dominating the
game. In the tight scrums the School were very solid, and Cosser
continually hooked the ball, while in the loose they excelled them

selves. The three-quarters, too, were on top of their form in attack,
although the tackling in defence might have been much belter. The

School scored after about ten minutes through Dammers, after a

break through by Chettle. Alexander converted (5-0). For the

next twenty minutes the School were continually on the attack. but
seemed to lack thrust, and the Dulwich three-quarters broke tprough
at least three times and only good defence covering by the forwards

saved the situation. The next try was scored by Wylie after a
clever, unexpected cross-kick by Alexander. The try was not
converted, and at half-time the School led by 8-0.

• Dulwich pressed hard at the beginning of the second balf, and
the School forwards fought back magnificently, but an unfortunate
"off-side" gave Dulwich a penalty goal, kicked by B. C. Gray.

The School answered with a clever try from a drop-out by Dammers,
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who ran beautifully and entirely bewildered the Dulwich defence.
This was followed by Griffin, with a clever cut-through, scoring
under the posts. Both were converted (18-3). The ftlrwards
were completely dominating the opposition at this period, and
heeling beautifully, with the result that not long after Alexander
dribbled over to add the last try (21-3).

Of the forwards, Cosser hooked very well, and Martin, de Glanville
and Reinold were especially prominent. Williams played very well
at scrum-half, though Griffin at fly-half was rather off his form.
Bulmer at full-back was safe, if not brilliant. The centres and
wings played well, especially Dammers, whose speed is a great asset
to the side.

School-A. D. B. Bulmer; D. H. Dammers, P. I. Alexander,
C. Chettle, W. J. P. WyJie; P. S. D. Griffin, H. P. WiJliams;
J. V. N. Symonds, E. \V. Cosser, E. P. T. Letchworth, C. F. V.
Martin, K. M. Reinold, J. F. R. Withycombe, R. B. de GlanvilIe
(capt.), K. D. H. Rowlette.

Dulwich-J. H. Gibson; L. H. Burnett, H. R. Chatten, H. P.
Gray, B. C. Gray; N. J. Seymour, A. C. Shireff; ·E. P. Tann,
H. A. Hora, M. A. Kidd, R. Makepeace, D. \V. Lancaster,
C. MacGiIl, R. de L. Agazarian, A. T. Wheatley.

SCHOOL V. MARLBOROUGH.

After one of the most magnificent games that has been played
on the Upper for many years, the School beat Marlborough by a
goal to a try (5-3).

The School won the toss, and MarIborongh kicked off towards
the Sherborlle end. From the first SCrl,lm the Sch091 had the ball
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out quickly to Dammers, who beat his man, but slipped as he

attempted to pass the full-back. This quick start seemed rather to

rattle Marlborough, and for the first ten minutes the School had all
the game, especially in the loose. But it was not long before
Marlborough found their feet and showed how dangerous they

could be. The School forwards were heeling rather slowly, but
were getting the ball more often than not. The tackling on both
sides was deadly, Alexander especially giving the redoutable Dick
no chance to make an opening. It was not until thirty minutes of

really hard play were ended that the School crossed the line. From
a five-yard scrum near the touch-line, they pushed Marlborough back
over their line, and had grounded the ball, when the referee ordered

another five-yard scrum for a small infringement. The School

repeated their tactics-bluff, which took Marlborough by surprise
and after another" straight shove" de Glanville grounded the ball,

to give the School a three points lead, which \Vylie increased to five
with a magnificent kick, which, as it turned out, was to win the match.

Marlborough attacked strongly in the second half, but the School
defence was superb, and indeed, several times they looked like
scoring again. But the Marlborough forwards were now getting

the ball IIlOre often, and about half-way through the second half a
forward broke away from the line-out, to put their right-wing over

the line. The kick was not successful. The game now hecame a
mid-field battle, the School determined to hold to their lead, Marl

borough equally determined to get ahead. Once, only a good kick

~y de GlaD\'iIle from a line-out saved a desperate position, and once
a good forward rush took the ball right on to the Marlborough "line."

The School onlookers, the visitors, and indeed the staff. were all
cheering on the sides to the utmost of their ability, and the noise
was truly deafening. It seemed to have its effect, for the School

were well on the attack when the whistle blew to end this epic

"trug!5le•
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SCHOOL v. BLACKHEATH "A"

Played on the Upper on Saturday, November 2+th, and resulted
m a defeat for the School by 15 points to 3. There was no wind,
but it was very cold, at any rate for the spectators, and as it was a
rather disappointing and scrappy game the usual enthusiasm was
not so noticeable forthcoming.

The School kicked off, playing towards YeaviI, and pressed for

a short time, but after a good rush by Blackheath, who were a fast
and heavy side, the School were on the defence for some time until
the opposing right-wing scored. The kick was unsuccessful. After
this Blackheath again pressed, and were awarded a free-kick inside
the School twenty-five, which was converted (6-0). Even though
the forwards heeled well, the School did not press for the rest of the

half, and the opposing fly-half dropped a goal near our line as it

came out of a five-yard scrum. Shortly after this it was half-time,
and Blackheath were leading 10--0.

In the second half the School, playing towards Sherborne, started

at great speed, and there were some fine forward rushes and
good handling by the three-quarters. But Blackheath were fielding
a heavy forward pack, who piled up on the ball more than was
necessary; their outsides were fast and bustling and swift to seize
on any mistakes by the School backs, with the result that the School
managed to score one try in the second half, but Blackheath replied
with a goal. So that when finally this rather disappointing game
came to an end, Blackheath were leading 15-3.

School~A. D. B. Bulmer; D. H. Dammers, P. 1. Alexander,

C. Chettle, W. Hutchison; P. S. D. Griffin, H. P. Williams;
J. A. H. Simollds, E. W. Cosser, E. P. T. Letchworth, C. F. V.
Martin, K. M. Reinold, J. F. R. Withycombe, R. B. de GlanviIle

(capt.), K. D. H. Rowlette.
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SCHOOL v. CLIFTON.

Played on the Upper on December 5th.

After winning the toss the School chose to play towards
Sherborne. After about three minutes' play ChettIe cut through weIl
and passed out to vVylie, who returned it and enabled him to score far
out; it was well converted by Wylie. Cl ifton were pressing hard
for the next ten minutes, but the School defence held; shortlyafter
wards Rowlette intercepted a pass-out from a line-out and ran through
to be tackled by the fuIl-back. Shortly after this Wylie kicked a
penalty goal for the School from inside the Clifton twenty·fiye.
Clifton pressed again and there was a long tussle on the School line,
but good kicking behind the scrum prevented Clifton scoring. Then

a kick ahead by ChettIe was picked up by Dammers, who went right
through to score between the posts. The convert failed, leaving the
score at half-time 11-0

After half-time play was even, with Clifton pressing at intervals.
There were also several good forward rushes by the School, in which
Reinold and Letchworth were often in the van. Nearing time there
were several kicks against the School, one of which was successfully
kicked over for Clifton by Heaven. Play was stilI even when the
whistle for "no-side" was blown.

It was rather a scrappy game on the whole, and rather spoilt by
the habit of the Clifton forwards of "piling-up" on the ball. The
School side felt definifely on top for most of the game, and were by
no means as fully extended as a fortnight previously against
Marlborough. Several times the centres on each side broke away,
but failed to get right through.

School-A. D. B. Bulmer; D. H. Dammers, P. I. Alexander,
C. ChettIe, W.]. P.Wylie; P. S. D. Griffin, H. P.WiIIiams; ]. D. H.
5imonds, E. W. Cosser, E. P. T. Letchworth, C. F. V. Martin,
K. M. Reinold, ]. F. R. Withycombe, R. B. de GlanviIle (capt.),

K. D. H. Rowlette.
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2ND XV.

SCHOOL v. EXETER.

Played on the Lower on Thursday, November 12th.

Exeter won the toss and decided to play down hill. The School
pressed from the start, and after ten minutes' play nearly scored.
A free-kick to Exeter temporarily took play back to mid-field, but
the School soon attacked again. From a scrum on the Exeter
twenty-five a good three-quarter movement resulted in a try by
Hutchison. The kick failed. For the remainder of the first half
play was more even, and half-time came with the score still at 3-0.

Soon after the beginning of the second half a penalty goal to the
School failed, but it was not long before a passing movement among

the forwards led to a try by Candler near the touch-line. Hancock
failed to convert. Five minutes later, after a good break away,

Munden sent Goddard in to score near the posts. Once more the
kick was unsuccessful. From a scrum Mitchell broke away and
scored under the posts: Russell converted. Just before time a for
ward rush resulted in another try by King-Fretts, which was not

improved.

SCHOOL v. HERTFORD COLLEGE "A."

The School played an Oxford College side on the Lower on Tues
day, November 2nd; it had been raining all the morning, and,
though it stopped for the first half, the field was wet and the ball

slippery.
The School won the toss and played up the hill and against the

wind in the first half. The School forwards played a good game

against a heavier pack, but the outsides had little thrust, and their
handling was not up to its usual standard. However, the School had
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just the better of a pointless half, but they had missed some chances

when in a good attacking position. Half-time 0-0.
In the second half, the School outsides looked more dangerous,

but could never quite get over, though the College line had some
narrow escapes. The Hertford outsides too attacked in the second
half, employing the kick ahead often but fruitlessly. Eventually

the Hertford forwards broke away, and though held up, finally scored

an unconverted try far out. Now the School attacked strongly and
missed scoring by an ace on more than one occasion, until about
three minutes from time, Hancock dropped a brilliant goal from the

touch-line to snatch a victory just on time.
Thus the School managed to keepltheir three-year-old unbeaten

record-for the second time demonstrating the value of good kicking
School, 4- points; Hertford, 3 points.

SCHOOL v. DOWNSlDE.

This match was played on the Lower, on Saturday, November 7th.
The School won by six tries (18 points) to nil. The weather was

about as bad as it could be for rugger, a strong biting wind blowing
from Yeovil, with occasional drizzle. Even the forwards complained

of the cold.
The School lost the toss and, defending Sherborne, kicked off

into the wind. For the first ten minutes play was, if anything, in
the School's half, but a forward rush led to a loose scrum on the
Downside line, and Munden scored a few yards out (3-0). The

School pressed for the next ten minutes, and Russell cut through
and scored (6-0).

In the second half, with the wind behind them, the School pressed

continually. Directly after the re-start Sassoon scored far out after
a short run (9--0), and some fifteen minutes later Goddard dived
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over the line, carrying away the corner flag, for a try (12-0). There
followed a lot of loose play, and a good forward rush resulted in a
try (15-0). With two minutes to go, Goddard again dived over
the line far out for a try (18-0).

The School's place-kicking was very uncertain, all the tries being
unconverted, but the wind made it very dIfficult. The score would
have been bigger if the outsides had taken the ball more on the run.
Many of the movements were spoilt by the ball coming out of the
scrum and being taken standing still.

SCHOOL v. 26TH FIELD BRIGADE.

On Thursday, November 19th, the School defeated the 26th Field
Brigade by ten points to five. The School won the toss and decided
to defend Sherborne and play with the slight wind. During the
whole of the first half the School played excellent football; the quick
heeling of the forwards, both in the loose and the tight, gave the
outsides opportunities which they were always ready to take. After
ten minutes H utchison dropped an excellent goal, and not long after
wards MitcheIl evaded his man successfully and gave Colbourne a
good try. The School only scored once more, when Collins scored
from a kick ahead-although they crossed the Brigade's'line twice,
but failed to touch down.

During the second half it was clear that the School forwards had
in part lost their fire, and after pressing hard for some time the
Brigade scored a good try through their fly half. For the rest of the
game the School attacked dangerously, but were unable to score;
Hancock-who had kicked well, but unlucky-just failed from a

free kick.
It was a fast game, but the forwards showed little signs of

fatigue. The handling of the outsides started well, but deteriorated.
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SCHOOL v. H.M.S. " FROBISHER."

This match was played on the Uprer on Tuesday, November 24th,
and was won by H.M.S. "Frobisher" by four tries to a goal (12-5).

At first the School began to press, and after ten minutes Mitchell
broke through and was well backed up by Boissier, who scored a
try, which Hancock converted. After this" Frobisher," which was
a slightly stronger side, began to press and eventually scored just

before half.time, but failed to convert.

At the beginning of the second half the play, which was all over

the field, was more equal, but later it tended to remain in the School's
half, though many attempts were made to dislodge it. The School
failed to score again, but" Frobisher" scored three more tries, two
by outsides and one as the result of a forward rush, all of which were
unconverted. Soon after the last try it was time, and" Frobisher"

was the victor.

SCHOOL v. BRYANSTON.

This match, which was played on the Lower on Tuesday,
December 1st, was won by two goals and three tries to a goal (19-5).

The School, who won the toss, immediately began to press, and
the forwards were getting the ball, especially in the scrum. After
fifteen minutes Bryanston scored a try, which was converted; but

the School still pressed, and after repeated attempts Goddard scored
an unconverted try by the corner-flag just before half-time.

Many times during the first half the School just failed to score,

but after half-time the side soon made up for their lost chances,
when after a rush and a scrum five of the forwards scored an uncon

verted try. After another rush Candler mi. broke through and
scored a try, which was converted by Russell ma. The School still

kept up its ceaseless attack, and was well rewarded when, after a
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good heel Sassoon scored an unconverted try. The School, still in
Bryanston's half, again scored, when Russell ma. kicked ahead and
scored a try between the goal-posts, which he converted. A few
minutes later the final whistle went, leaving the School the winner
by 19 points to five.

Two COCK.

SCHOOL HOUSE v. SCHOOL (THOMPSON'S, ELDERTON'S).

Played on the Lower on Wednesday, December 2nd. School
beat School House by a penalty goal and a goal (8-0).

The School kicked off towards the Sherborne end with a very
strong wind behind them, and carried the attack well into the House

twenty-five. Here fierce, if not brilliant play, ensued for about ten
minutes. Once only a knock-oil prevented the School from crossing
the line, but almost immediately H ewitt got "off-side"and Henderson
put the School ahead with a good kick (3 - 0). The House now

attacked in their turn, H ewitt kicking nicely, and Lilley and Ledger
being especially prominent. But the School fought back, and chiefly

through Walker's dangerous swerve and speed at fly-half, carried the
ball back to the House twenty-five. Each side was getting its fair
share of the ball in the mid-field play which followed, the School
backs frequently looking dangerous; and just before half-time

Coombe, at scrum-half, fought his way over the line far out. But
the distance did not prevent Henderson from converting it, and at
half-time the School led by 8-0.

The second half showed the School against the wind getting the
ball nine times out of ten, with the result that the House three
quarters seldom were given any chance. Williams and Ainslie on
the wings looked dangerous whenever they managed to get the ball,

but very quick defensive work by the School forwards defeated them.
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Henderson ma. and Godfree were prominent in a pack that was

playing beautifully together, while Henderson mi. and Walker played
really well throughout, with Murray on the wing doing thoroughly
what little he had to do. There was no doubt as to the better side
on the day's play, and having got their lead with the wind the School
held to it very effectively.

SQUASH.

SCHOOL 'tI. CAN FORD.

The School's first Squash match was played against Canford, at
Canford, on Thursday, December 10th, and ended in a win for
Canford by five matches to four. Pilkington, first string, played
well and won all his three matches; Holman and Glennie were not
so successful against their opposite numbers, though Holman did
well to extend their first string as he did. Considering our handicap
in the matter of courts, which will soon be removed, we did quite
well. It is to be hoped that this fixture will be continued.

J. H. Page D. B. Yorke-Long D.deW.Waller

L. A. B. Pilkington Won Won Won
9·6, 6-9, 9-5 9-4, 9-3 9-5, 9-0

J. K. J. Holman Lost
9-7, 3-9, 4-9

M. S. Glennie Lost
7-9, 1-9

Lost by 5 matches to f.

SHOOTING.

Lost
3·9, 9-11

Lost
3-9, 5-9

Won
9·7, 9·4

Lost
1-9,8-10

The general standard of shooting this term has been exceptionally
good; in the Senior Competition, last year's average (which



THE SHIRBURNIAN 571

constituted a School record by one point) was exceeded by nearly
ten points.

The results were as follows ;-

SENIOR COMPETITION.

H.P.S.120 Last year

1 The Green 93.1 81.1
2 School House" B .. 91.87 79
3 Abbey House 91.83 76
4 Harper House 88.9 86.7
5 Abbeylands 88.7 77.9
6 Westcott House 88.2 78
7 School House "A" 87.4- 78
8 Lyon House 83.3 80.1

School average 89.1 79.8

The Marksman's Cup was won by Sergeant King with 116;
second, Cadets Peacock and Kidner, with 115.

HOUSE PAIRS.
H.P.S.440

1 Abbey House 417
2 School House" B " 410
3 School House "A" 378

4 1 Harper Hom:e } 370l Lyon House

6 The Green .. , 364-
7 Abbeylands ... 363
8 Westcott House 335
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CORRESPONDENCE.

[The Editors decline to hold themselves responsible for the opinions expressed
by their correspondents.]

To the Editor of The Shirburtlian.

Dear Sir,
The prevalent habit of wearing scarves round the neck is likely

to result in weakening the resistance to infections and making the

wearer physically soft.
Yours sincerely,

JACK WHITTINGDALE.

Sir,
I should like to thank here all those Masters and boys who have

been kind enough to help with the organization of Games; and
especially Mr. Gourlay and all others who have refereed the League

Games throughout the term.
Yours,

R.B. DE G.

Sir,
I should like to take this opportunity of thanking all masters

who have helped judge the Boxing Competitions this term.

Yours,

l.D.G.

Sir,
May we appeal through you to those members of the Upper

School and the upper forms of the Middle School who have so far
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thought it beneath their dignity to grace the Wildman Society with
their important but" busy" personalites. This letter is not written

for pecuniary benefit to the Society, nor is it a mere advertisement.
It is a sincere attempt to interest those in the School who, by their
very conspicuous absence at our Saturday evening meetings, have

not improved the standard of our debating. For it is acknowledged
that our eloquence cannot live up to the great example set us so
recently-and mainly, ,ye would add, by School Prefects and other
dignitaries. It is our considered opiuiou, prompted by the counsel
of the Headmaster himself, that, whereas we welcome gladly all
members of the School, we desire our Society to be the greatest in.
the School, of a level with the Duffers, as it is in other schools, yet
of universal appeal and representation. And if we do nothing else
we can at least provide a training in elocution for present and future

School Prefects!
Yours,

THE PRESIDENT, OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE OF

THE WILDl\IAN SOCIETY.

Sir,
Is this to be only the first of a long line of letters which will

continue, as did the pleas for a light over the Headmaster's notice
board, to bombard you for nearly five years for one small grant.

You must yourself have had to use that small aperture at the side of
the big wrought.iron gates, which lead to the Upper, after successful

matches, and you will have noticed the demoralizing effect this
squeezing movement of expulsion has on the excited spectators and

on the motorists outside. Is the only object of this fine gateway to
allow military exercises to intrude upon a ground supposed to

harbour very different tactics?
We hope that thii will be the last letter you will receive on this
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often painful subject, and that the cause of the trouble will soon be
removed. At the moment one is reminded of the camel and his
needle problem.

Yours,
S.j.H.D.

Sir,
The plight of the many scarfless at the Clifton match must have

touched you. It seems incredible that scarves are not allowed in
some Houses, even of a plain colour; and such an effort at uniformity
and Spartan severity is leading us, by its fatuity, to the many Sana
toriums in England which are swamped by people who don't wear
scarves or underwear when the Meteorological Station registers
frost, persist in not changing wet socks or neglect their nightly cup
of Horlicks; yet we forsooth continue to go insufficiently dressed,
not through neglect, but because it is ordained that we shall be
different! Strange paradox that only the athletes should be allowed
this luxury, and even then can't tie their scarves correctly!

Yours truly,

CONSUMPTIVE.

Sir,
Is it impossible for the main gates of the field to be opened on

match days? The writer and countless others have experienced
many painful squeezes in getting clear of the field at such times, and
he is is certain that many besides himself would be grateful if such
a practice were adopted.

Yours, etc.,

Do NOT CRUSH.
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