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Bound volume of correspondence compiled by Alec Waugh concerning the publication of The Loom of 
Youth (ref. SS/OS/Waugh, A.R./2/1). 
 
Correspondent(s): 
SWINNERTON, Frank Arthur (1884-1982), Writer.  Letter to Arthur Waugh dated 6 November 1916. 
 
WAUGH, Arthur (1866-1943).  Publisher, critic and managing director of Chapman and Hall Ltd.  Educated 
at Sherborne School and New College, Oxford.  Father of Alexander Raban Waugh (1898-1981) and Arthur 
Evelyn St. John Waugh (1903-1966). 
 
Letter from Frank Swinnerton to Arthur Waugh, 6 November 1916, ref. SS/OS/W/Waugh, A.R./2/1/p.15: 
[A note in Alec Waugh’s handwriting: ‘My father sent the MS. personally to Frank Swinnerton who was then 
reader for Chatto-Windus’] 
 

111 St. Martin’s Lane, 
London, W.C. 

November 6th 1916 
 
Dear Mr Waugh 
 
It has been a great pleasure to me to read your son’s book, and it is therefore with regret that I sent it back 
to you.  Considering his age the book seems to me quite remarkable in its observation and descriptive 
felicity.  I should think that a little later on your son ought to be able to write such a study less amply but 
with more intense effectiveness; but though he should do this he will hardly be able to equal the note of 
authenticity here revealed.  Now the reason for an adverse publishing decision is that the book is really 
limited in appeal to those who have been or who have sons at the public schools: since it is not so much a 
story as a diffused picture and commentary that your son gives.  Its prospects of remunerative circulation 
seem to me accordingly, and of course with all respect to your judgment in such a matter, less than one 
should look to at such a time as this, in launching a first novel.  It is rather long, and I believe it has not that 
character, in spite of its manifest veracity, to startle the ordinary reading public into an interest in such 
affairs as the real life of the public schoolboy.  I may be quite wrong in this, but that is how the matter 
appears to me, and if I am wrong I hope you will forgive. 
 
Should this book not be published, and should your son write another “first novel,” I should be very 
interested indeed to see it.  
 
With many thanks for being allowed to read the present MS, which I return herewith, 
 
I am, yours sincerely 
Frank Swinnerton 
 
 
Arthur Waugh Esq. 
11 Henrietta Street 
W.C. 
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