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Bound volume of correspondence compiled by Alec Waugh concerning the publication of The Loom of 
Youth (ref. SS/OS/Waugh, A.R./2/1). 
 
Correspondent(s): 
WAUGH, Alexander Raban Waugh (1898-1981).  Novelist.  Author of The Loom of Youth (1917).  Son of 
Arthur Waugh (1866-1943) and Catherine Charlotte (née Raban) (1870-1954).  Elder brother of Arthur 
Evelyn St. John Waugh (1903-1966).  Educated at Fernden Preparatory School, Haslemere, Surrey, and 
Sherborne School. 
 
WAUGH, Arthur (1866-1943).  Publisher, critic and managing director of Chapman and Hall Ltd.  Educated 
at Sherborne School and New College, Oxford.  Father of Alexander Raban Waugh (1898-1981) and Arthur 
Evelyn St. John Waugh (1903-1966). 
 
Letter from Alec Waugh to Arthur Waugh, 31 January 1917, ref. SS/OS/W/Waugh, A.R./2/1/p.16: 
[A note in Alec Waugh’s handwriting: ‘Eventually the novel was shown to Grant Richards by Thomas 
Seccombe, Professor of Modern History at the R.M.C. Sandhurst.’] 
 

F Company 
Royal Military College 

Camberley 
January 31. 1917 

 
My dear Father, 
 
Grant Richards has accepted the Loom, offering terms which seem to me quite as good as I could expect.  
There is something beautifully absurd isn’t there in making provisions for a sale of over 12,000 copies.  I 
suppose there is no chance of Seccombe changing his mind.  I doubt if this will cause unqualified 
satisfaction at Underhill, but I am afraid I am too much of an egoist to feel anything but an enormous 
elation.  It arrived just as I was being marched up to Orderly Room for being in debt (a fool of a fellow 
forgot to pay in some money for me), as they took my excuse, at the same moment as Richards took my 
book, I had reason to feel bucked.  Now what about Evelyn?  The Uppingham fellows seem thundering 
good chaps, it is rather immoral, but I imagine no more so than any other school.  ‘Brooklands’ is a good 
house.  I really like Uppingham men better than the products of any other place.  Not Gresham’s please.  
There is practically no news beside this, though in all conscience that is enough. 
 
Love to all 
Billy 
 

http://oldshirburnian.org.uk/school-archives/

