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Bound volume of correspondence compiled by Alec Waugh concerning the publication of The Loom of 
Youth (ref. SS/OS/Waugh, A.R./2/1). 
 
Correspondent(s): 
BROWNING, Oscar (1837-1923).  Historian and educational reformer.  Educated at Eton College and King’s 
College, Cambridge. Schoolmaster and housemaster at Eton College.  Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge. 
Letters to Alec Waugh dated 14 October 1917, 5 November 1917, 27 January 1918. 
 
WAUGH, Alexander Raban Waugh (1898-1981).  Novelist.  Author of The Loom of Youth (1917).  Son of 
Arthur Waugh (1866-1943) and Catherine Charlotte (née Raban) (1870-1954).  Elder brother of Arthur 
Evelyn St. John Waugh (1903-1966).  Educated at Fernden Preparatory School, Haslemere, Surrey, and 
Sherborne School. 
 
Letter from Oscar Browning to Alec Waugh, 14 October 1917, ref. SS/OS/W/Waugh, A.R./2/1/p.45v: 
[A note in Alec Waugh’s handwriting: ‘This was the first card I received from OSCAR BROWNING.’] 
 
From Mr. OSCAR BROWNING      October 14. 1917. 

Palazzo Simonetti 
12, Via Pietro Cavallini 

ROMA 
Italy 

 
I have read ‘The Loom of Youth’ with the greatest pleasure and the deepest admiration.  Marquess 
Wellesley, brother of the Duke of Wellington is in the Eton College chapel & the lines on his monument 
written by himself. 
 
In gremium redeo, serus, Etona, tuum: 
Magna sequi, et summae minari culmina famae, 
Et purum antiquae lucis adire jubar, 
Auspice te didici, puer; atque in limine vitae 
Ingenuas verae laudis amare vias. 
 
In those days the final object of Eton was to educate statesmen.  During the fifteen years I was a master 
there, I kept this steadily in view & fought against athletic worship.  Did ‘Bull’ do theis [Greek text] 
 
Oscar Browning. 
 
It is surely nobler to work for your country than for your school. 
 
Letter from Oscar Browning to Alec Waugh, 5 November 1917, ref. SS/OS/W/Waugh, A.R./2/1/p.34: 
 
Rome 
Palazzo Simonetti, 12 Via Pietro Cavallini, Rome, Italy. 
November 5. 1917. 
 
My dear Waugh (excuse the liberty) 
I cannot tell you what a pleasure it was for me to receive your letter this morning, in the first place to have 
a letter from you at all, and in the second to know that Alec Waugh is really your name not a pen-name as 
the Americans say. 
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You really are a great literary genius, it is gift of God - please cherish it and develop it.  I read your book 
with avidity. I am going to read it again, and I am recommending it to all my friends.  You thoroughly 
deserve the praises you have gained. 
I am an Etonian – I was five years a boy at Eton and fifteen years a master so I know it well.  Your school, of 
course, is not Eton, but the vices you castigate are more rampant at Eton than anywhere else.  I saw the 
beginning of the athletics worship passion as I was travelling from Cambridge in May 1860 to take up my 
mastership.  There was a letter in The Times from Charles Kingsley (whom I knew well) in which he called 
Muscular Christianity [?not] as followed by others.  Then came Tom Brown’s School Days, & the author Tom 
Hughes who was a friend of mine, told me that if he had had the slightest idea that the book would do so 
much harm he would never have written. 
The old aim of Eton was to educate statesmen the busts in the Upper School, the portraits in the Provosts’ 
Lodge, represented men who for many years ruled England and rule and it well.  From Eton they went to 
Christchurch, like Gladstone, but when Christchurch became idle rowdy and frivolous they changed to 
Balliol – where they go now I don’t know.  Cheatham’s Ends, which I sent you exactly express this.   I will 
send you a copy of the whole inscription & a translation when I get to Rome.  I am [?making] the [?] Literae  
– I kept this end steadily in view in the whole of my Eton work.  I and my friends formed the Intellectual 
Party – but there was an Athletic party about by the Eton Bull.  The Head Master took their side, our party 
was smashed & I believe Eton ruined for ever.  I believe that if we had won the Parliament Act would never 
have been passed.  How many Eton men are now in the cabinet – one I believe, Curzon.  Lloyd George, 
Robertson, Geddes, Macnamara are all from common elementary schools.  In those days our School books 
were written for statesmen.  The scriptures, Romans & the [?Rapture poets]. Excellent works, now I 
compare together, are full of statesman-like lines – they were written to be read by and taught to embryo 
statesmen, that was the object & purpose of the church after Westminster gave up the right in the time of 
the Stuarts. 
It is also a common but dangerous opinion that athletics is a cure for immorality.  My Eton experience is 
exactly the reverse.  Athletics worship is the handmaid of immorality.  Anyone who looks under the surface 
knows this to be the case. 
I do hope that you will get through the war all right.  You are one of the best of Englands assets. 
Believe me 
Yours sincerely 
Oscar Browning. 
 
Letter from Oscar Browning to Alec Waugh, 27 January 1918, ref. SS/OS/W/Waugh, A.R./2/1/p.36: 
PERMANENT ADDRESS IN ENGLAND 
KING’S COLLEGE 
CAMBRIDGE 

PALAZZO SIMONETTI 
VIA PIETRO CAVALLINI 

ROMA 
January 27. 1918 

My dear Waugh 
I had all the numbers of the Spectator, which contained notices of your book sent me and read them 
through with the greatest interest.  The victory is certainly on your side - the criticisms amounted to 
nothing.  I liked the letter from ‘a mere schoolboy’ very much & I thought your own letter admirable in 
every way.  When people [?praise] at the Public Schools for what they have done in the war, they forget 
what the elementary schools have done.  I should like to see a list of the V.Cs with the schools they came 
from.  It would surprise people. Jack Cornwell was not a Public School Boy. 
I also read Edward Lyttelton’s article in the Contemporary & wrote him a severe jaw about it, recalling his 
own experiences at Eton and letters of his in my possession written when a boy there.  He did not deny my 
allegations but said that they referred to forty years ago that he knew more about Public Schools than I did, 
in short that I was an extinct [?opinion]. I replied that I believed that I knew more than he did, & quoted the 
letter of the mere school boy and the old Winchester master for contemporary opinion. 
I hope you are well & happy & not getting killed. You must not get killed we cannot spare you.  I am looking 
forward to your poems. 



Rome is a splendid place to live in there is plenty of time to work & you never have a dull moment – also 
the best society in the world. 
I am working steadily at my History of the World 1530-1815 – 400,000 words of which I have written 
260,000 typed 75,000.  Writing it is intensely interesting, better than any novel – even yours. 
I was 81 ten days ago.  January 17.  Lord Curzon sent me £10 to buy a birthday present & I purchased a 
lovely seat for my pleasure carved out of Carrara marble.  I hope you will see it some day. 
Ever yrs. 
Oscar Browning. 
 


