
A letter to the editor of The Shirburnian in defence of Professional Association Football, April 1938. 
 
To the Editor of the “Shirburnian.” 
 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL 
 
As I write this, I can just picture the faces of some who see the title.  Their noses go up and their lips curl, so 
faintly, and they murmur: “Oh! Soccer.”  As a Soccer enthusiast myself, I think it right that the members of 
this great Rugger School should know something about the above-mentioned professional sport, for I 
notice that those who criticize it and pour scorn on it, are nearly always those who know nothing whatever 
about it and who have never seen first-class football.  And that is the reason for this article, in which I shall 
purposely touch on the sore points.   
 
Firstly, I will make a bold assertion.  Professional Soccer today is a business, which includes the buying and 
transferring of players, a point which is so much used in the criticism of Soccer; this, because it is one of the 
most sensational sides of the sport and is therefore emphasised by the “Press,” so that it catches the eye of 
the semi-interested.  The fundamental facts of a transfer are these: that a rise in the wage of the player is 
nearly always entailed and that no transfer is ever carried out unless both clubs and the player concerned 
are thoroughly satisfied.  Is there anything undesirable about that?  No, because Soccer is a business.   
 
Another point that Soccer critics raise is “foul play.”  To say there was no “foul play” would be untrue; but 
anyone who has seen the game will know the quantity of “fouls” is exaggerated by the sensational and 
vulgar “press.”  What I do say is that Soccer is such a very open game that any sort of “foul play” is clearly 
seen by the crowd and, usually, the referee, whereas, in most other ball games, the “fouls” are committed 
“behind the crowd’s back.” 
 
The next point to be dealt with is the behaviour of the crowd, a factor which often deters people from 
following Soccer.  Remember that Soccer is largely followed by people who have been working all the week, 
and are out for their Saturday afternoon’s enjoyment.  I have gained a lot of amusement from the remarks 
of a football crowd; it is great fun to be in one and you meet a very pleasant collection of people.  Do get rid 
of the idea that the crowd is for ever hooting the players and the referee; it does occasionally happen, but 
it is done in good humour and not as the cheap papers would make you believe, “with a menacing 
attitude.”   
 
To end, I would urge you all to go and see a big football match for yourself.  There are grounds in every part 
of the country and prices are varied.  Watch out for the beautifully controlled way in which every 
movement is carried out, try and catch the atmosphere of the crowd and if you do this, you are sure to 
enjoy yourself. 
 
THE OLD FIRM. 
 


