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In recent months Sherborne has been forced to realise that the 
public schools are attracting a very severe flood of criticism, some of 
it deserved and accurate, but more of it merely destructive and 
unintelligent. This latter element of abuse has been of a type almost 
as ancient as the public school tradition itself, that is that the public 
schools are the last strongholds of reactionary Torydom, ignorant 
of and obstructive to all new forces, whether social or political, 
spiritual or intellectual. 

This has just that element of truth which all subversive propa
ganda must have to make it really effective, though in general it 
has little foundation. That simple element of truth, however, is 
disturbing. Sherborne, as have the majority of the more fashionable 
foundations, has been accused of a lack of social responsibility which 
is all the more serious when one remembers that the public schools 
have as their professed" raison d'etre" the production of the nation's 
leaders. This in itself is bad, but worse is the way in which the school 
has placidly acknowledged the accusation and then proceeded either 
to ignore it completely or to condemn all suggestions for remedying 
the ill, in the majority of cases with ·complete ignorance of their 
real meaning; indeed, some seem to believe that in refusing to 
countenance a fostering of social duty, they have averted a new 
manifestation of the Marxist revolution. 
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Such obscurantism deserves all the abuse which can be poured 
upon it, for while reasoned criticism of proposed reforms is one thing, 
crass self-satisfaction is another, and one hardly worthy of any 
public school. Though conservatism in itself is no sin, it must have 
a foundation of reason and not be based on mere lack of consideration 
for others. 

But although we may be guilty of this charge, recent "Shir
burnians" have shown that intellectually, at least, we are not 
averse to all advance. There seem to be few aspiring poets to-day 
prepared to follow in the steps of Keats and Rupert Brooke, but 
the disciples of Auden and Spender are legion. A bitter struggle 
is being maintained, waged on the side of the moderns with immense 
enthusiasm and by their opponents with an equal fervour, which, 
however, seems not entirely free from ignorance (one must appar
ently differentiate modern verse and surrealism) ; but whether 
the new form of expression will last none of us are really capable of 
saying. However, most of those in the School who try to write 
poetry at all, seem to write on modern lines. The time may yet come 
when the School Prize Poem will be the work of a follower of T. S. 
Eliot and when those toilers in the Certificate forms will turn their 
energies from Shakespeare and Milton to" Murder in the Cathedral." 

POPULAR MISCONCEPTIONS (?) :-

ED. SHIRB. 
(Apologies_to the Cat). 
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It is with great sorrow that we record the death of Mr. M. B. Elderton, killed in a 
road accident on the last day of the winter term, and we offer our deepest sympathy to 
his wife and family. An obituary appears on page 364. 

There have been several changes in the Staff. Mr. Hodgson, after many years 
with the School, has retired, and our good wishes go with him. Mr. J.P. Blake was 
called up for military service at the end oflast term. We welcome Messrs. A. G. Dare, 
M. W. Peters, and N. W. H. Gaydon to the temporary Staff. 

Mr. J. H. Randolph has taken over Abbeylands. 

We congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Thompson on the birth of a daughter, in whose 
honour an extra half-holiday was granted. 
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THE " CAREY " MEMORIAL SCREEN. 

In July last the Committee of the Old Shirburnian Society approved of a plan to 
alter the position of the third section of the "Carey" Memorial Screen, that is to say, 
the part over the Choir, so that it would run back from the pillar by the Headmaster's 
seat to the north wall. The purpose was fourfold, to create a greater feeling of spacious
ness by the Choir, to render visible the beautiful carving, to show the inscription, which 
few have ever read, and to add some dignity perhaps to the north-east comer of the 
Chapel, irreverently known as the "hen-coop." With the full approval of the Head
master, as well as of Mrs. Carey and the Committee, this has been carried out, and the 
effect is even better than was expected. From just below the pulpit it is especially good. 
(Photos facing pages 370-371). 

We have also enjoyed two other half-holidays, one to make up for our not being 
able to take advantage of the King's visit, and the other in honour of certain scholarships. 

We congratulate the following on winning University Scholarships and Exhibitions-

}. K. Cordy (g) Scholarship to New College, Oxford. 

J. C. Sampson (c) Exhibition to Hertford College, Oxford. 

J. C. Sloper (a) Exhibition to Corpus Christi College, Cambridge. 

J. Nourse (d) Choral Scholarship to St. John's College, Camb~idge. 

And also 
W. G. Shaw and A. W. Myers for winning 1st and 2nd prizes respectively in 

the Astor-Bins Modem Language Prize. 

At the beginning of the term, the Castle lake was frozen over, and with the kind 
permission of the Chairman of the Governors, the School was able to enjoy a week's 
skating. A very large number took this opportunity but, on the whole, the standard 
of skating was such that most people were glad rather than sorry that the ice had a covering 
of snow. No one was drowned. 

As a result of the severe frost games were seriously curtailed at the beginning of 
term, and at one time it was a matter of conjecture whether or no the house matches 
would be finished, as there was little time for practice. However, that they were com
pleted was a good thing, as all who watched a magnificent Three-cock will agree. 

The School has accepted at least one of the national slogans, and when snow and 
frost permit, is "digging for victory." Parry-Jones' and Randolph's have allotments 
below the hospital, and Rey's and Barlow's are busy by the " Cabbage-patch." 

The following have preached in Chapel this term :-

Rev. A. Field, Rev. W. J. Bensley, Rev. L.B. Bell, Rev. Canon J.P. W. Lovett, 
Rev. J. Elphinstone-Fyffe, Dr. H. M. Cundy, Rev. H. A. Blair, Dr. F. C. 
Rappold and The Rev. F. W. Bowyer. 
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The Rev. Father Algy from Batcombe, has been preaching the weekly Lenten 
addresses this term on Friday evenings. 

On Saturday, February 10th, the School listened to a delightful lecture in the Big 
Schoolroom by V. C. Clinton-Baddeley, on "Words and Music." The talk was most 
ably illustrated by the singing of Jan van der Gucht. 

We must apoligize for not being able to publish a fuller account under the heading 
of" Cultural." 

VALETE. 

SCHOOL PREFECTS. 

A. H. MURRAY-VI (Gp. !)-came 19363, Head of the School, Head of Abbeylands, XXX. 
Blazer (Captain, 1939), P.T. Instructor with Badge, C.S.M. in O.T.C., Member of Duffers, Hon. 
Sec. Eclectics. 

R. F. G. LILLEY-VI (Gp. III)-came 19353, Head of School House, 1st XV (1938-39), lstXI 
Hockey (1938-39), 3rd XI Cricket (1939), Gym. Colours (1937-38), Captain (1939), Member of 
Eclectics, P.T. Instructor with Badge, C.S.M. in O.T.C. To Trinity Hall, Cambridge. 

J. R. PROCTOR-VI (M.S.)-came 19352, 1st XV (1939), 2nd XI Cricket (1939), P.T. Instructor 
with Badge, Member of Eclectics, Sergeant in O.T.C. To Trinity College, Cambridge. 

SCHOOL HOUSE. 

J. C. SLOPER-VI (Gp. !)-came 19353, House prefect, XXX blazer (1939), School Squash 
(1937, '38, '39), Tennis Six (1938, '39), Member of Duffers, Member of Eclectics, Corporal in 
O.T.C. Exhibition to Corpus Christi College, Cambridge. 

M.A. K. Pmc1-V (Md. S.)-came 19372. To De Haviland Aircraft Ltd. 

D. K. H. MARTIN-IVA-came 19372, 

ABBEY HOUSE. 

L. PEEL-YATES-VI (A.C.)-came 19353, House Prefect, 1st XV (1938-39), 2nd XI Hockey 
(1939), P.T. Instructor with Badge, Tennis VI (1939), Fives Badge, Captain of Fives and Squash 
(1939). 

H. G. ScoTT-Vl (Gp. II)-came 19353, House Prefect, 2nd XV (1939), P.T. Instructor 
with Badge, Bisley (1939), Sergeant in O.T.C. 

E. H. WATSON-VI (A.C.)-came 19353, 2nd XI Hockey (1939), 3rd XI Cricket (1938-39), 
P.T. Instructor. 

J. A. Arrwoon-VI (A.C.)-came 19363, Corporal in O.T.C. Royal Navy (Executive). 

THE GREEN. 

J. A. BULLEID-V (Gp. III)-came 19361, Corporal in O.T.C., P.T. Instructor. 

J. G. S. BROWNE-V (M.S.)-came 19363. 

P. S. MARPLES-V (M.S.)-came 19363, Corporal in O.T.C. 

A. S. W. GARRETT-IV F.-came 19353. 

J. 0. STREET-IV F.-came 19363. 
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HARPER HOUSE. 

E.G. BARTLETT-VI (Gp. II)-came 19353, House Prefect, 2nd XI Cricket (1938-39), Lance
Corporal in O.T.C., P.T. Instructor. 

B. L. SLOAN-VI (Gp. II)-came 19363. 

R. J. WALMESLEY-V (A.C.)-came 19373, 

ABBEYLANDS. 

J. W. G. FRENCH-VI (M.S.)-came 19351, House Prefect, 1st XV (1939), 3rd XI Cricket 
(1939), P.T. Instructor with Badge, Sergeant in O.T.C., Trebles. 

R.H. GARDNER-VI (Gp. Ill)-came 19353, House Prefect, 1st XI Cricket (1939), 2nd XV 
(1939), P.T. Instructor, Sergeant in O.T.C., Member of Duffers, Member of Eclectics. 

M. J. F. TURNER-VI (Gp. III)-came 19353, House Prefect, Lance-Corporal in O.T.C., 
P.T. Instructor. 

B. R. G. WEBBER-V (Gp. Il)-came 19373. 

LYON HOUSE. 

N. S. NICHOLLS-VI (Gp. Ill)-came 19353, House Prefect, Sergeant in O.T.C., Member 
of Duffers, Christopher Morcam Prize for Science (1939). 

J. C. FOOT-VI (Gp. Il)-came 19353, House Prefect, 2nd XV (1939), P.T. Instructor with 
Badge, School Boxing (1938-39), Lance-Corporal in O.T.C. 

T. J. EDWARDS-IV F.-came 19353, House Prefect, 2nd XV (1939), Trebles (1938), 
Sergeant in O.T.C., 1st Class Gym., School Gym. Colours (1939), P.T. Instructor. 

R. N. HANSELL-VI (Gp. II)-came 19361, House Prefect. 

H. D. WAY-VI (A.C.)-came 19363, House Prefect, 1st XI Hockey (1939), 2nd XV (1939), 
2nd XI Cricket (1939), P.T. Instructor with Badge, Corporal in O.T.C., 1st Class Gym. 

D. C. Ross-IV F.-came 19363. 

WESTCOTT HOUSE. 

A. C. WALKER-VI (Gp. !)-came 19353, House Prefect, 1st XV (1938-39), 1st XI Hockey 
(1939), Gym. Colours (1938-39), P.T. Instructor with Badge, Sergeant in O.T.C., Member of 
Duffers. Member of Interpretes. To Trinity College, Oxford. 

We congratulate the following on being awarded School Colours:

lsT XV. 
Dec. 2nd 

Dec. 2nd 

R. R. Winnicott. 

P. M. Leslie-Jones. 
C. J. A.H. Smedley. 
A. B. D. Scott. 

2ND XV. 

J.C. Foot. 
D. J. Edwards. 
N. \YI. Heale. 
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Nov. 30th Sloper. 

Mar. 2nd 
Mar. 9th 

Rogers. 
Irvine. 

R. L. J. Barbour. 
R. S. Clarke. 
P. J. Canvall. 

C. J. A.H. Smedley. 
M. T. Cowan. 
R. H. Leslie-Jones. 

XXX BLAZERS. 
Bensted-Smith. 
Davis. 

GYM. COLOURS. 

D. J. Edwards. 
E. Penny. 

lsT XI HOCKEY. 
J.P. C. Hudson. 
D. C. Organ. 

WE TAKE OF OUR HATS TO:-
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The P.T. Instructor who ordered his squad to march with their bodies horizontal to the 
ground. 

The 1st XV three-quarter who said that he ran so fast that he couldn't see the ball. 

The aspiring mathematician who claimed that every point goes through two lines. 

The boy who said " I have a temperature in my mouth," and the scientist who asked how hot 
a calorie was. 

To the Form Master who failed to recognise his own Form. 

SHERBORNE HOUSE LETTER. 
" FIRST IMPRESSIONS." 

The Editor: " The Shirburnian." 
DEAR Sm, 

31, UNION STREET, 

SoUHWARK, S.E.1. 

The Officers in charge of the Southwark Cadets have long been wishing that more 
could be done-in spite of geographical difficulties-to let you know more about Sher
borne House, Southwark. Articles which you have recently printed about our Whitsun 
visit or our Summer Camp, suggested that your columns would be a useful medium 
for keeping better contact between Sherbome and Southwark. 

" First Impressions " makes a convenient title under which any novice can write, 
and it is because of this-and the fact that modesty would certainly have prevented 
either Colonel Bennett or Peter Harley from doing justice to what they themselves have 
done, that I agreed to write this first regular article from Southwark under the heading 
for" First Impressions." 

To relate in detail what our various activities are, would be tedious ; they are just 
the sort of thing one might expect to find in a boys' club. But first a word about what 
lies behind them. A place to meet friends, enjoy an evening and derive certain benefits 
throughout the year is a good place at the best of times, I suppose at home you all have 
separate rooms for sleeping, cooking, washing, feeding and living in. Well, if your home 
consisted of only one room - to be shared perhaps by five, six or seven of a family of 
both sexes-when your home is dirty and cold, dark, insanitary and above all, smelly-
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then your club would be something more than good-it would be very joy itself-and 
especially if you were only 14or 15 and you had had to do about 8 hours' toil in a business, 
factory or shop with no opportunity of" letting off steam." 

Only short experience-not lack of material-permits a description of the fine 
spirit of the club, which Colonel Bennett and Peter Harley, as managers, have built up. 
Unfortunately, it is not until some people see at close quarters what is being done
that they realise what has been done, and done so magnificently-but, above all, what is 
yet to be done. 

A first impression of the club under present war-time conditions must necessarily 
be in the nature of an appeal, but for something more valuable than money. 

In leaner years, when a little advertising had to be done to attract more boys, the 
following pamphlet was prepared. (Note.-If it has little effect on you as propaganda, 
please remember it was composed for slum lads) :-

To all boys of 14-18 years of age. 
Do you want to take up Boxing, Running or Physical Training, and play Football 

or Cricket? 
Do you want a comfortable Club-room to go to with games and other amusements ? 

IF so 
Come and join " B " Company and learn to take a pride in yourself and become a 

healthy man 
WITH 

Summer week-ends in the Country under Canvas. 
A holiday at Whitsun for the keenest boys. 
Summer Camps by the seaside or in the Country during the first week in August. 

Come and Join ! Have a good time 
With good comrades. 

Things are different now. Now we are advertising for the Leaders to give them 
this. Need I say that something more than the mere provision of pastimes to occupy 
them is necessary? Tons of encouragement and a modicum of discipline is wanted, 
and this can only mean constant personal attention. We have over 170 Cadets and only 
a few reliable N.C.O's. to act as prefects. We ourselves are very few in number-yet 
we are three times as busy. My first impression can only be that we are badly in need 
of your help. Are there any O.S. living near London who could put in a regular appear
ance every little while ? Are there any present Shirburnians who could arrange to come 
just once in the holidays ? Our greatest task is to keep the lads occupied and " enthused," 
and if we could have one or two of you to join in the gym; boxing, shooting, music
making or even-is it too much to ask-our drills-you would help us beyond measure. 
Will you try to let us count on somebody coming every night, except Saturday and 
Sunday, throughout the holidays ? Our 'phone number is HOP 2264 and whoever 
answers the 'phone will gladly tell you what is doing on any particular night, and how 
to get here. Yours, etc., 

J. S. STREETER. 

(A photograph of ihe Annual Company Tea faces page 371). 
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O.S. NEWS. 
The editors regret that owing to the Censor they are unable to publish the where

abouts of O.S.S. in the Services. 

GENERAL. 

c. E. w. HENDERSON (h 1934-39) and J. H. CANDLER (b 1934-39) playedforOxford 
and Cambridge respectively in the informal 'Varsity match. 

The names ofJ. A. ATTWOOD (b 1936-39) and T. B. W. JEANS (c 1935-39) appeared 
in the list of candidates who were successful at the recent examination for Special Entry 
to the Royal Navy. 

ENGAGEMENTS. 

CARUTHERS-LITTLE. Robert Johnston (b 1901-04) son of the late Colonel J. C. 
Caruthers-Little, the Lincolnshire Regiment, to Miss I. M. Griffin, of Newland, Forset 
of Dean. 

KING-FRETTS. Henry Paget (g 1932-37) of the Dorsetshire Regiment, son of the 
late Dr. H. E. King-Frens, F.R.c.s., of Greenways, Rodwell, Weymouth, Dorset, to 
Miss M. J. Watson, of Scamells Corner, Blackbrook, Dorking, Surrey. 

The engagement is announced of CAPTAIN JESTON HoMFRAY, R.A. (T.A.) (a 1928-1933) 
son of Jeston Hornfray, Esq., of Marlands, Sampford, Taunton, to Miss Elizabeth 
Waller, daughter of Brig.-General R. L. Waller, of Sherborne. 

LORD BAYFORD. 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD BAYFORD, P.c., T.D., D.L., Governor of the School 
(1914-18, 1920-40), died suddenly at his house, Bayford Lodge, Wincanton, on February 
24th. Lord Bayford showed evidence of exceptional ability early in his life; he was 
head boy at Harrow in 1885, took the highest possible honours in the legal school at 
Balliol College, Oxford, and was subsequently called to the Bar at the Inner Temple 
in 1891. He became very interested in politics and has served continuously on the 
Somerset County Council since 1901. He was made Chairman in 1937. In 1910 he 
was elected Member of Parliament for the Bridgwater Division of Somerset and repre
sented the constituency until 1923. His ability was recognised by his party and he was 
made Whip in 1911. During the war his great interest in voluntary military service 
stood him in good stead, and he served in Gallipoli, Egypt and Palestine, and was 
mentioned in Dispatches. After his return to Parliamentary duties Lord Bayford rose 
rapidly; 1918 Treasurer of the Household; 1919 Junior Lord at the Treasury; and 
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in 1921 he obtained his first ministerial post as Under-Secretary for War. In 1922 he 
became Minister for Agriculture, a post for which his long residence in the country, 
and his great interest in farming problems, had well fitted him. 

In 1924 he was returned for the Wells Division of Somerset, and represented it 
until his elevation to the Peerage in 1929. Lord Bayford was a very prominent figure 
in Conservative party circles and took a great interest in club legislation, and was 
Chairman of the London Constitutional Club. His speeches whether in the House of 
Lords or on the platform always commanded the attention his wide experience merited. 

Lord Bayford, however, did not solely confine himself to politics, he was a keen -
huntsman and Master of the Devon and Somerset Staghounds from 1895-1907, he was 
also a generous supporter of the Blackmore Vale Hunt, of which he was Chairman of 
the Committee at the time of his death. He became a Member of the Somerset Archaeo
logical Society in 1908, and presented them with a fine pair of red deer antlers. 

DEATHS ON ACTIVE SERVICE . 
.MAJOR A. G. RALEIGH, M.C. (a 1911-15) of the Leicestershire Regiment, died on 

active service, 1939. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL w ALTER RUSSELL-JOHNSON (a 1902-05) was the only passenger 
missing from the mined liner " Dunbar Castle." He served in the last war with the 
Essex Regiment in Gallipoli, Egypt and France, and then in North Russia as Staff 
Colonel ; afterwards he was in India and Mesopotamia, where he was Military Secretary 
to the High Commissioner. 

SouTH. On Saturday, January 13th, 1940. CAPTAIN D. M. SOUTH (d 1927-31), 
2nd Battalion The Hampshire Regiment, was killed as a result of a motor-bicycle accident 
while on active service in France. There seems no better way of writing an appreciation 
of Denis South than to quote one of the many letters written about him to the family. 
The following is from his Colonel :-

" It was indeed a sad loss to the Regiment apart from his relations and many friends. 
I have always had the highest opinion of his qualities as a soldier ever since I took over 
in Palestine. He had that happy knack of being able to get the very best out of his men 
by his cheerful disposition and inspiring example. He was a born organiser and we 
shall never forget the series of concerts he ran for our benefit. A keen sportsman and 
one of the best rifle-shots the Regin1ent has had of recent years-he will be a most 
difficult man to replace." 

M.B.E. 

To the VIth Form Tutor arriving in September, 1908, and living for the first 
weeks in the School House, three ages of man were represented; Canon Westcott, a 
venerable figure, sometimes abstractedly silent, sometimes bubbling with wit and 
humour; W.J.B. standing as it were in the middle distance, with little time to talk 
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and less to eat, swallowing his porridge at devastating speed and hurtling off to do 
corrections or take extra work, anything in fact which would drive him from the enjoy
ment of physicalcomforts; and the youthful M.B.E. M.B.E. was S.H. Tutor; and it 
seemed an alarming job. The S.H. was just twice the size of any other House-there 
were but four-in a School of 199. It provided eight of the eighteen in the Vlth. The 
S.H. has often bred individualism, and several of these were individualists. They had 
managed to get rid of quite a number of Vlth Form Tutors in a phenomenally short 
time. One, now the Rev., by degrees made the round of all the public houses in Sher
borne after lights out ; and gaining admittance to the Abbey by abstracting the keys 
from the Headmaster's hall-drawer, slept the night on hassocks in the Choir. Another 
had the nerve to refuse to play football ; he survived to fight in the war, and has since 
led a blameless and useful life. The Captain of the XI, a charming fellow, was another; 
with a great capacity for passive resistance. Of course, it provided the Head of the 
School. Professing ritualism, and not from mercenary m<?tives, he once intoned the 
School Prayer right through, and on the correct note ; and he could be exceedingly 
aggravating. On one occasion he earned and received a scorching and rather richly 
worded outburst from M.B.E. He consulted Mr. Carey whether he should report the 
matter to the Headmaster. There were also intellectuals. In the face of such difficulties 
the House Tutor's task seemed anxious and unenviable compared with the out-of-School 
irresponsibility of a Vlth Form Tutor. I do not think M.B.E's. head turned whiter by 
one hair; his good temper outlived the difficulties. In those days, the VIth Form 
Tutor was paid by the Headmaster, and was not strictly on the Staff and usually lived 
in the Lady Chapel. When W.J.B. went to the Retreat, I migrated there, and supped 
with M.B.E. in the S.H. Tutor's room. In the summer we used to feed with the windows 
open to listen to the tO\\TI band playing Gilbert and Sullivan in the Pageant Gardens, 
just about the limit of M.B.E's. musical taste. There was also a seasonal contest with 
the cook, M.B.E. being the protagonist, over asparagus ; and she never won : also 
over crumpets, and she never won there either. He was also pretty good at propelling 
cherry stones, by one method or another, outside the old Common Room, when the 
School Barton was really a secluded spot. There were also delightful evenings round 
the Victorian grate of the School House Tutor's room, when the Headmaster (and 
W.J.B.) would come up, tell stories, and squander an infinite number of matches, his 
own and other peoples. And I recollect an argument, never terminated, with the new 
Regius Professor of Divinity at Oxford, on Miracles. These were very human and 
humane surroundings for a young master ; M.B.E. took the impression, and was never 
false to them. 

He had to live through the changes of 1908-1909. Westcott resigned, Canon 
Wood came and died, and Westcott returned until the advent of Mr. Nowell 
Smith. With the blurring by time of anxieties and troubles, there were seven years of 
the pre-war happiness of Sherborne ; seven years in a small but growing community, 
active, intimate, friendly, spell-binding, almost hypnotic ; a serene passage down the 
stream for Camelot, before the glass was shivered by the war. 
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His mathematics marked him for a gunner. Chance brought us together at Hebu
terne in September, 1936. Officially his coming was detestable, for he had a 9.2 to place 
immediately behind us ·poor infantry. But I can never forget the delightful surprise 
of hearing his cheery voice at the top of my dug-out. Of course, we fed together, and 
had a famous seance of old-fashioned bridge in which every call was doubled and hands 
were won or lost by one trick. One rubber saw 2,000 to 3,000 points on the paper ; 
and the night ended incredibly with all square to a pip. He went his way with his 9.2, 
and ended up with a huge railway-mounted gun, which got left behind in the 1918 
advance; and he had the job of sorting out captured guns in a vast gun-park near Atniens. 
He happened to keep a letter of mine, sent after his marriage ; severely snipped by the 
censor's scissors, which however left in the militarily harmless remark that this was a 
war to save the next generation. And now both his sons and his son-in-law are in 
uniform. 

Not long after the Peace, Abbeylands became vacant on the resignation of H.R.K., 
and M.B.E. took over. There can be no two H.R.K's., either in nature or by imitation. 
M.B.E. made his own place by his own gifts; and with the task ofHousemaster, and the 
coming and growing up of his own family all the affection of the man came into play. 
It is for others to write of him in this capacity. But Abbeylands was a place of unfailing 
welcome and hospitality ; and to some a second home. He loved to be with young 
people and children ; and he never ceased to be young with them. The correspondence 
of Abbey lands with old boys was regular and immense ; a proof of mutual affection. 

Here was his real life, but a great number of people will remember him for his 
companionship in games and his love of them ; an adventurous and most good
tempered and expen bridge player; a hearty golfer, apt to press but never laying the 
blame on the course or the worm-casts ; passable at tennis, and a genial and forgiving 
partner; a performer in the old Red Legs hockey side; a first-rate referee; a Cambridge 
Lacrosse player; and a horribly good fives player with an exasperating skill with his left 
hand. The H.M., M.E.K.W. and B.J.F.P., and a few others will not forget many grand 
foursomes on Friday afternoons. He was a good walker, on occasions, not with an eye 
to bird or flower, but alive to sun, air and space, and the prospect of every good 
walk's crowning end, refreshment. But he could not stand looking over a high place, 
and cliffs he avoided and almost angrily implored others not to go near or down them, 
as if their imagined danger affected his own equilibrium. It is, however, with cricket that 
his name is most often linked. He was a good bat and a first-rate wicket-keeper .. It 
was a pleasure to bowl with him behind the stumps ; sure, quick, without fuss ; ready 
to praise good batting, bowling or fielding on both sides ; impatient only with a lack of -
sportsmanship. It was a joy to be in the field with him; win or loose, it was the game 
that mattered. The County which he captained so successfully for many years owes 
much to his leadership. For a long time he was on the pre-Pilgrim tours of unforgetable 
delight, teams which included G. M. C., L.C.P., E.D., Wilfred Jesson and Harold May. 
He was a particularly encouraging coach and when he took over the cricket it was his 
policy to let the captain do his job, and give advice if asked, but never force his own 
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judgement on him. He had an infectious, not a domineering, enthusiasm. And he had a 
sincere sympathy with non-cricketers. This was a balance of mind which showed 
itself in other activities, and he was never a partisan, unless loyalty is partisanship ; and 
loyal he was to the uttermost and without reserve. He had no use for frills, and did not 
admit to his own mind the importance of what sometimes appear engrossing trifles. 
Not that he did not recognise the value of discipline in and out of School and House. 
With himself he had the will to cut himself at one stroke off two of the innocent enjoy
ments of life, and accept lemonade and sweets as a permanent substitute. His intellect 
was mathematical and he had a quick and clear brain ; but the hardness of mathematics 
never affected his heart which in his estimate of boys and men was only moved by sanity 
and kindliness. A large and warm heart sums him up for me. It is said that a school
master can always be recognised; but a gown hides many varieties; and M.B.E. has 
joined a company embracing such different personalities as Wildman, Hodgson, Tester, 
Carey, Davis, Macfarlane-Grieve and King; yet alike in this that they were men who 
loved this place, and their service here, 

Quique sui memores alias fecere merendo 

POPULAR MISCONCEPTIONS (?) :
GRouP I. 

(Apologies to A. A. l\lilne and F. H. Shepard), 

G.O'H. 
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SOCIAL. 
THE DUFFERS. 

So far this term we have had three out of four meetings. On January 18th, at the 
Green, E. V. M. Wardell read an interesting paper on "Thomas Chatterton," a young 
poet of the 18th century. On February 11th, at School House, H. L. Watson read a 
paper on "The Life and Works of R. L. Stevenson." 

The best paper we have heard for some time was at Abbeylands on March 3rd, 
when H. F. G. Carey charmed us with a delightful paper on "M. R. James." This 
was well balanced and full of wit, and gave us a living picture of a great personality, 
who can have been familiar to most of us only through his ghost stories. We have yet 
to hear a visitor, M. L. Jacks, Esq., on the subject of" Schools and Schoolmasters." 

C.C.D. 

THE ECLECTICS. 

At the moment of writing we have been able to have only one meeting, which had 
already been postponed three times owing to the absence of members of the Society 
through illness. The motion debated was "A little psychology is a dangerous thing." 
Although speakers were as usual slow in rising at the beginning, the debate was on the 
whole successful and brought up some interesting points, the motion being won. We 
hope to have two more meetings this term, probably discussions, of which the more 
informal atmosphere seems to provoke a greater flow of ideas. The first is on the " Future 
of the Public Schools," particularly as regards the reception of State Scholars, and the 
other will probably be on the important subject of" Federal Unionism." 

May we retain the principles of ouc ancient namesakes. C.C.D. 

THE WILDMAN SOCIETY. 

The Wildman Society is now up-to-date, for at a meeting last term it was unani
mously decided that, in addition to the three debates, there should be one discussion 
on subjects of general interest, and that the motions for the term should be selected by 
a general vote. 

There have been two debates and one discussion at the time of going to press, 
which were : "This House prefers to be Fashionable," and "This House is in Favour 
of Compulsory games." The latter debate was excellent, and the discussion on whether 
the minority is always wrong was so successful that it was decided to continue this in 
the future. The Society now has a round total of fifty members. 

M. Mee., Deb. Sec. 
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THE CINEMA SOCIETY. 

It seemed at first as if the war would add to its long list of petty annoyances with 
the closing down of the Cinema Society. The many large windows of the Big Schoolroom 
were a great problem. 

However, towards the end oflast term it was decided, after considerable tests, that 
the combination of the existing blinds, and the dim religious light of blue bulbs, would 
satisfy the air-raid wardens, and " King of the Damned " was accordingly shown on 
Saturday, November 25th, to a highly appreciative audience of just over 200. 

This term proper curtains were provided, and with shaded lights we showed " Oh, 
Mr. Porter" and a film appropriately called " Fish face." The 240 who attended 
apparently did not appreciate our efforts, for they left their sweet papers all over the 
floor and some saw fit to grumble. Plans were made by higher authorities for two free 
educational films in lieu of the previously arranged films, but this scheme was dropped 
to the open relief of most of the members and " Owd Bob " was shown to a small but 
more appreciative audience; only 100 attended as the influenza epidemic proved a 
popular counter-attraction. We hope to show" Dr. Syn" on March 16th. 

The school projector was used throughout, and many tests have been carried out 
to try to improve the sound. The amplifying unit has been overhauled so frequently 
that we are beginning to blame the big schoolroom. We hope soon to discover a more 
satisfactory position for the loud speaker. P.J.C. 
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ARTICLES. 
THE USHERS. 

The office of Usher or Second Master of the school (in the Letters Patent of Edward 
VI" subpedagogus sive hipodidasculus ")existed from 1550 to 1871, and may have existed 
even earlier. From the various Statutes which governed the school we can gather that 
he was supposed to be a young graduate from Oxford or Cambridge, well read in Latin 
and Greek. He was in charge of the lower form where grammar was the chief subject, 
though by 1800 he appears to have taken some of the senior work for which he received 
an addition to his normal salary. He was generally in orders; but the Governors during 
the 17th and early 18th centuries were anxious that he should not undertake clerical 
duties outside the school. Several ushers had to give bonds to the Governors before 
they were appointed; John Batt, in 1695, promised to pay the Governors £200 if he 
were ordained or practised as a physician; and Edward Cozens, in 1718, the same 
amount ifhe were inducted to a living. But William Sharpe, in 1760, and John Bristed, 
in 1766, were forbidden only the practice of physic. So we can assume that the Governors 
had become more favourable to the ushers' acting as curates. In fact, a possible curacy 
in the neighbourhood was held out by the Warden to candidates in 1802 as an added 
inducement to candidates for the post. 

An interesting set of statistics can be obtained from the account rolls wherein are 
given the sums paid to the usher as" wages." The following examples have been taken 
at random, but they show the gradual rise in his salary as prices tended also to rise and 
the value of money to fall. They do not include the additional presents and fees, which 
became quite considerable from the 18th century onwards. Originally, the usher had 
trouble in paying his way; Thomas Martin (1647-64) in a letter asking for a rise, com
ments that the Governors should dispense "more plenteously what our royall founder 
hath soe bountifully committed to you who (questionlesse) intended not, that it should 
be your care to get his worke done as cheape as you can." 

1555 
1599 
1620 
1635 

Per annum. 
£ 4 0 0 
£10 0 0 
£13 6 8 
£22 10 0 

1712 
1783 
1811 
1821 

Per annum. 
£30 0 0 
£35 0 0 
£50 0 0 
£80 0 0 

In addition to the salary fixed by the Statutes, there was the " Bartholomew Combe " 
bequest and the odd payments by boarders when they entered the school and by all the 
scholars at holiday times. The former was a gift made by Bartholomew Combe, of 
Lillington (in his will proved 7 Oct., 1558), the only bequest ever made to the masters 
in the whole of the school's history. This will recites the lands owned by Combe lying 
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in Sherborne, Over Lillington, Nether Lillington, Butterweke in Folke parish, Caundle 
Marsh and Salisbury. A rent-charge of 4 marks or 53/4 was to be paid out of his Lilling
ton lands for the support of the Usher of Sherborne School. Combe was, I suspect, a 
Catholic, for he ordered that some of the money from his other lands should be used 
by his executors to provide "one obyt to be songe in the Church of our Lady at Canyng
ton in Sonerset praying therein for me my wyffe, my ffather and mother, Thomas and. 
Alys, James Gylbert, Elyzabeth Vowell and Alys Page and for all thos for whom I am 
bounde to pray for and for all Christian soles. The says obyt always to be kepte the day 
of my buryall." An obit was a memorial service which in Catholic times would include 
the saying of masses for the souls of those persons named in the founder's will. 

The Statutes of 1592 allowed the usher to take 4d. from each boy when he entered 
the school. A. F. Leach says that this was paid by all boys ; W. B. Wildman, however, 
asserts that it was only paid by boys who were not on the foundation, that is, were not 
local boys. When the school began to take boarders from the 18th century onwards, 
the usher was allowed a capitation fee from each boarder, and, under Mr. Cutler and 
Mr. Lyon became partly responsible for the care of these boarders. Thomas James 
(1813-60), after repeated requests to the Governors, was allowed to board boys in his 
own private house in 1835 (the present Abbey House). These fees are difficult to 
calculate as they do not appear in the school accounts, being the private concern of the 
Master, and thus varied from time to time according to the number of boarders. We 
cannot discover the proportion of boarders to day boys. In 1780 the Warden informed 
candidates for the usher's post that the salary was £30 a year, plus £5 a year in lieu of 
an apartment· (for the usher did not live with the master-" he is as independent in his 
own station as the Master is in his"), and an annual present from each scholar of half a 
guinea to a guinea. There were 30 boys in 1780, so the usher would receive a total 
annual sum of £50 to £66. In 1802 the salary was £35 plus the annual present and 
another £35 for instructing the senior class and a guinea for every boarder and half
boarder exceeding the number of forty ; this would mean that he would receive at least 
£100. 

Most of the documents in the school library relating to the ushers are concerned 
with their appointment and qualifications. The letters of application are worth some 
attention as they throw considerable light on the type of man who applied for the post. 

The first batch is dated 1780 when Pargiter resigned the ushership. There were 
five applicants-Alexander, whose writing is exceedingly childish; Walrnesley, who 
applied through a friend. Evan Evans from Pont-y-Pool was not sure whether it were 
better to be a curate than an usher. Edward Coleridge has a very stem and exacting 
parent who makes the application for his son. He seems to have had a very low opinion 
of his son's potentialities, for Father Coleridge tells the Governors that his son would 
not make a good Headmaster but was suited to be an usher. " An usher's place generally 
a servant to the master to be dispossessed at pleasure." The Warden replies with heat 



372 THE SHIRBURNIAN 

"The ushership of this school is far from being that servile and precarious employment 
which you apprehend it to be.' Glasspole, fortified with a good Winchester testimonial, 
was the successful candidate. 

The second batch is dated 1802; there were nine candidates, if we include one 
nameless gentleman who was recommended by a friendly clergyman. Another candidate 
-Islip-allows his father to act for him. Campbell, a Scotsman, wrote a letter in a 
beautiful hand, but it sounds a little too slick to be sincere. " Being just informed by 
a friend that a master is wanted for the Grammar School of Sher borne, I presume to· 
offer myself as candidate for that appointment and should feel the most lively gratitude 
and felicity by being nominated to a department so arduous and important. I have 
received the most liberal education, and my extensive attainments in Classic Literature 
have long been established by a candid Public and the Rectors of some . of the most 
respectable Seminaries in S. Britain (sic) I acquired my Classical knowledge in the 
University of Edinburgh, which I attended for three years under the justly celebrated 
Prcfesso1s Dabzel and Hill ... I beg your acceptance of the annexed Latin ode as a 
specimen of my composition. I am esteemed a Connoisseur in the Grammatical niceties, 
constructions and pronounciation of the English language. .French I can translate and 
read with the greatest fluency, and of German I have some knowledge. Arithmetic, 
Euclid Elements, Merchants' Accompts &c are very familiar to me. I have been a 
Teacher for many years, and am aged twenty-six with an unexceptionable person & 
character." The ode bears several corrections, and Mr. O'Hanlon has told me that it 
is not up to the standard of an average school prize poem. 

But the two most amusing applications come from Messrs. Johnes and Kennedy. 
The former writes " I am not a Member of either Oxford, or Cambridge, but have 
reced. my Education at a very excellent Grammar School, little inferior, nisi Nomine, 
to a College ... I would in return submit for Inspection such testimonials, as cannot but 
be approved of, and likewise a Publication of mine, which I presume to say, per vocem 
Literatorum, distinguished in me a considerable Ability." Kennedy's letter really 
deserves quotation in full, but space forbids it. He writes " I am well aware that an 
Jpse Dixit will not suffice for a recommendation. It may however be asserted that in 
many cases Academical titles are no longer a proof of learning.'' He then gives a list 
of errors which he has discovered in various classical works and dictionaries both English 
and foreign ; it is an amazing example of the pedantic triviality which has so often been 
masked as scholarship. He ends the letter" There can be but one objection against me 
& that is my not having paid so much attention to Latin verse at one period as I ought 
to have done. I have made some progress in the French language & flatter myself that 
my character & learning in every other point of view should be found unexceptionable. 
My connexions are American & my course of studies was in Trinity College, Dublin.'' 
W. H. Lake was appointed usher; he promised to learn the Etonian pronounciation 
during the holidays " before the return of the young Gentlemen to School.'' 
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It is interesting to compare the different ways of approaching the Governors used 
by the candidates. Some are timorous, others are casual, blase, or insistant on their 
peculiar virtues. Glasspole and Lake seem to have obtained the post because they 
avoided all these pitfalls ; their applications are plainly worded, not too brief nor too 
prolix. 

(To be continued in the next issue). W.B.S. 

SOMEWHERE IN NAZI GERMANY. 

For as long as Ulric could remember he had always been in Germany, surrounded 
by Germans, and now he was going to England. England, the home of his mother. And 
something within him that was his mother yearned for that island. It was almost as 
though he had been conscious when, in his first year of life, his mother at his side, had 
wept for the country she had loved and left for ever, severed from it by a shallow love 
for the Count, his father. His mother had died soon after Ulric's sixth birthday, his 
father some years later and it was with the money that he had saved in addition to his 
father's meagre property, that he hoped to leave Nazi Germany before the war broke 
out, and either live in or fight for English soil. 

He would not regret Germany, there was no living person he would regret, only 
the memory of his mother, and that was barely alive, but it was potent and would cross 
the North Sea with him. And perhaps the countryside. He had loved to walk in the 
forests and lie beneath the trees, then he had been at one with Germany, now they were 
opposed. He would not miss Freda, she had sometimes amused him, but he was not 
in love, never had been in love with a girl, though loved himself on occasions. 

But Freda had changed, and disinterested as he was he had not noticed the change• 
Freda Keller had fallen passionately in love with Ulric Heyse. Her love had been 
unrequited. She had never done things by halves, and his indifference provoked this 
outwardly gazelle-like creature with the soul of an evil Moses to bitter, relentless hate. 
Her passion smouldered coldly blue beneath her pretty, snug, pointed face. She hated, 
and her hate shook her free from her mind so that her revenge was subtle. But the 
fruits of her cunning took time to ripen, she must achieve her will before Ulric left for 
England, then it mattered not what happened to her. 

Ulric lived on, oblivious of all, and caring for none save his large, morose Alsatian 
and James, his parrot, a bird of gifted intellect and no little histrionic ability, an inveterate 
talker. 

Day after day Freda watched his house from the windows of her own, close by· 
Sometimes she stared and stared, till mad, she tore her hair, threw herself on a couch, 
then became frenziedly siill, and watched again. When he left the house with his 
Alsatian she ran round by the back entrance and entered the house. Once, the door had 
been locked and she had been forced to climb in through the window. Once, he had 
returned from his walk sooner than she had expected and found her in the sitting-room 
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She had nearly fainted, but pretended that she had come in to take a book which she 
had lent him, and deceived him, so unsuspecting and foolish was he. On that occasion 
she had almost relented from her purpose, looking upon his boyish, smiling face, slightly 
wrinkled forehead, topped by deep fair curls, which arranged themselves so that they 
always seemed set at their best. She had prayed then that he would fall at her feet 
and declare his love for her, or even yield some lesser indication of it. Instead his 
pleasant, kind indifference galled her. Once more her asp-like fury rose, almost forcing 
her to retch, her colour changed and rechanged it seemed to her a thousand times. Ulric 
never noticed. 

Again and again after that Freda returned to the house in his absence, she was 
slowly teaching the parrot. "Don't let the Gestapo know, Ulric, that," said James quite 
clearly and convincingly, and then he stopped to peck his claw, "that your Mother 
was a Jewess," hissed Freda, furious, into the dark blanket which shrouded, enforcing 
James' concentration and supreme efforts. When he had mastered that speech, she 
taught him to recite the Jewish litany of the Wailing Wall. "For the palace that lies 
desolate, we sit in solitude and mourn. For the temple that is destroyed, we sit in 
solitude and mourn. For the walls that are overthrown, we sit in solitude and mourn. 
For our majesty that is departed ... " Time and again she repeated the lesson, 
muttering, "Ulric, Ulric, why have you made Freda Keller your enemy?" James 
stared stupidly, stonily at her and gulped at the last nut she had given him. 

The subtle rumours floated by Fraulein Keller were soon in circulation within the 
rumour rampant quarter of the town. "Ulric Heyse a Jew?" "But was it possible, 
anyone so childishly English?" You never knew, people were not always what they 
.seemed ! Still in this case ... and so on. 

. . 
One evening while Ulric was reading, James started to recite the Jewish litany. 

Ulric annoyed, burst in, swore at him, and then laughed for it was really rather funny. 

" Religious sort of bird, aren't you ? Where did you learn it, a member of the 
Sanhedrin, eh? Won't be popular here, so just stow it ! " 

Nettled, James replied," Don't let the Gestapo know that," he stopped and clawed 
the cage. This time Ulric did not laugh, but feeling hot and cold, he removed the 
mackintosh, which he had inadvertently left upon James' cage. 

Two nights later James arrested him, deep in his book by beginning the litanY 
once more. Ulric let him go further this time, then rose to remove the blanket which 
covered the cage, he had never remembered putting it there, when the cupboard door 
quietly opened, and a man emerged gun in hand. Simultaneously another through the 
door leading from the kitchen. They smiled and their smiles were not endearing. 
James continued, intrigued by his still house. "Don't let the Gestapo know that," 
and then suddenly, shrilly, " Ulric, Ulric, why have you made Freda Keller your 
enemy?" And dead, heavy silence. 
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The sweat poured from Ulric, drops tickled down his brow, and his Cupid curls 
were damp. His colour and his smile had gone, weakly he sat down. The next day be 
was working in a concentration camp. 

But even Germans are not infallible, and Ulric had escaped before they should 
squeeze his body to death, bruiseless. 

In :;t Swiss cafe a few days later, glancing over his neighbour's shoulder, he caught 
sight of a familiar face staring at him from the pages of the daily paper-" A dangerous 
Jewess, Freda Keller, despatched with a bullet through her back." "Excuse me," 
he asked and leant across. " A friend of yours," laconically demanded the Swiss. " I 
just knew her," said Ulric. " Oh then do you know why she was murdered? " 

" 'M . . . Case of professional jealousy, I shouldn't wonder, the officials don't like 
young women to beat them at their own game, even if they are on their side." " But 
what did she do?" "Probably taught parrots." 

The Swiss thought he was being rude and shrugged his large shoulders. 

THE CROSS-AND-HAND STONE. 

Some say the spot is banned; that the pillar Cross-and-Hand 
Attests to a deed of hell; 

But of else than of bale is the mystic tale 
That ancient Vale-folk tell. 

G.A.R. 

There must have been many in the passing years who have wondered as they followed 
the road that runs along the ridge between the Happy Valley and Batcombe, why there 
stands at almost the highest point a stone pillar, shapeless and covered with lichen. 
It is a monument known variously as the Cross-and-Hand or the Christ-in-Hand; 
how long it has withstood the surge of years is not certainly known, but it is likely that 
it was set up when the Abbey of Cerne was young. . 

It stands upon a spot from which can be seen both the English and the Bristol 
Channels and in form is a short pillar, at the head of which are faint carvings which some 
have recognised as a hand clasping a bar, the latter presumably the upright of a crucifix. 

Of its origin there are many explanations ; some fanciful, some prosaic, but all of 
them testifying to its age. The least interesting, perhaps, is that it is simply a moot-stone 
which, though it permits of no romance, yet shows clearly its early origin. A further 
suggestion is that it marks the spot from which those coming from Minterne could first 
see Yetminster, and could bury their dead within sight of it, having no church of their 
own. 

The stone is mentioned more than once by Thomas Hardy and it is through him 
that the most pleasing story of its origin is preserved. In" Tess of the D'Urbervilles" 
we are told that Tess, on her way from High Stag to Evershot, "following the elevated 
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way ... reached Cross-in-Hand, where the stone pillar stands desolate and silent, to 
mark the site of a miracle, or murder, or both." The murder was committed by a 
highway-robber who was hanged at.the spot, but it is on the other aspect, the miracle, 
that Hardy dwells. In the Wessex Poems he tells the story of " The Lost Pyx." This 
is by far the most fascinating account of the Cross-and-Hand's origin and is worth 
recounting. 

The story is of a priest of Cerne who, in the depths of a winter night, was summoned 
" in haste to the cot on the waste, to shrine a man waiting to die." He refused because 
of the terrible weather, but his sleep was disturbed by dreams till at last he felt himself 
forced to go. 

" In a sweat he arose ; and the storm shrieked shrill, 
And smote as in savage joy ; 

While High-Stoy trees twanged to Bubb-Down Hill, 
And Bubb-Down Hill to Stoy. 

There seemed not a holy thing in hail, 
Nor shape oflight or love, 

From the Abbey north of Blackmore Vale 
To the Abbey south thereof." 

At last he reached the lonely cottage and was about to administer the Sacrament 
to the dying man, when he found that in his struggle with the storm he had dropped 
the Pyx. 

" Then in dolorous dread he beat his head : 
' No earthly prize or pelf 

Is the thing I've lost in tempest tossed, 
But the Body of Christ Himself.' " 

In a frenzy he returned by the way he had come, with the vain hope of finding it 
once more : vain indeed, amid the deep snow and the blackness of the storm : never · 
theless, he searched 

" Till here on the hill, betwixt viii and viii, 
He noted a clear straight ray 

Stretching down from the sky to a spot hard by, 
Which shone with the light of day. 

And gathered around the illumined ground 
Were common beasts and rare, 

All kneeling at gaze, and in pause profound 
Attent on an object there." 

There, in the centre of the adoring circle of wild animals, lay the Pyx. Joyfully 
the priest took it up and returned once more to the dying man. It must be assumed that 
he reached the house without further difficulty, for-
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" ... when by grace the priest won place, 
And served the Abbey well, 

He reared this stone to mark where shone 
This midnight miracle." 

377 

Here, then, is the most satisfying explanation of the Cross-and-Hand stone : it 
remains only to say that our modern age has gilded the lily-surveyors have left their 
bench-mark upon it. J.C.S. 

SEA TRAVEL IN WARTIME. 

I read in the last " Shirburnian " an article on travelling by air in wartime, and I 
thought, that as I had made a long voyage under war conditions, a description of the 
trip might be of interest to you. 

I was still on the seas when war broke out, but nearly at the end of my 6,000 mile 
journey. However, the situation had begun to get tense as far back as Marseilles. There 
we had seen the posters calling up the various classes of reservists and native troops 
disembarking from Africa. Unfortunately, there was very little news in the ship for 
she was an old vessel and neither the lounges nor the saloons were fitted with wireless. 
Instead, there was a much sought after daily news-sheet. This was about three pages in 
length and was a summary of the world's news, from sport to International affairs. 

From Marseilles we were under Admiralty orders and at Port Said we picked up 
a naval commander who was to represent the Admiralty on board. Though war did not 
break out until we reached Aden, we began to take the various defensive precautions as 
soon as we had left Marseilles-about a week before war broke out. Volunteers from 
the passengers blacked-out the ship and during the night all port-holes had to be firmly 
closed. You can imagine how hot the cabins became in the Red Sea. The heat was 
unbearable and nearly all the passengers, including myself, used to sleep on the deck, 
even there it was unpleasantly warm. 

More volunteers were given first-aid lectures and others were enrolled as gas-mask 
fitters. The gas-masks were never distributed, but the fitters were taught how to recog
nise and deal with the various types of gases. The boats were lowered from their lofty 
perches to the deck below and were left lashed to the railings. Passengers were also 
asked to volunteer for helping with the watches and some of them were always on the 
look-out for submarines as we zig-zaged our way across the Indian Ocean. But, in spite 
of all these precautions we were only a few hours late in arriving at Bombay. 

Then there were the Germans. There were about sixty of them on board, a few 
were staunch Nazis, but most of them \Vere refugees. I heard the story of one of them. 
He had married a Jewess and had been forced to escape from Germany on refusing to 
leave her. 
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After September 3rd the Germans were all moved to interior cabins where they 
had to stay from sunset to sunrise, guarded by armed passengers. At Bombay every 
German, whatever his political beliefs, was interned to await the decisions of the aliens' 
tribunal. 

Unluckily for the passengers who were travelling to Australia the ship stopped at 
Bombay where they had to wait until accommodation could be found on some other 
ship. Meanwhile, the "Maloga" as well as many other P. & 0. vessels, the" Rawal
pindi" being the most famous, was converted into an armed cruiser, mounting several 
6 inch guns. 

I was to have started on my return journey on Christmas Eve, but, fortunately 
the ship was delayed in Australia by the embarkation of an advance guard of Dominion 
troops. This advance guard, composed of picked men, had been sent on ahead to be 
trained as instructors by the English troops in the Near East. They were a very fine 
crowd and soon dispelled our belief in the fiction that Aussies were hard-faced" toughs." 

The "Strathiola," for such was the vessel's name, was one of the latest P. & 0. 
liners and was generously supplied with loud-speakers, which were more effective than 
the "Maloga's" news-sheet. Unfortunately, as we sailed westwards through the 
various time zones we had to alter our watches so often that it was more a matter of luck 
than skill to turn on the wireless at the right moment. 

As far as Port Said we kept a straight course and did not zig-zag as we had done 
on the outward voyage. But after Port Said, where the Dominion troops had landed, 
we began to take more serious precautions and passengers tcok part in submarine watches. 
There were a hundred male passengers and each of these had to take a spell of two 
hours in forty-eight hours, one in the forenoon and one in the afternoon, with four in 
a watch. 

An hour's watch was a tiring enough business for unexperienced eyes, and at 
night it was a great strain. Moreover, to make matters worse the bridge was none too 
warm, for while the temparature at the start was never below 70 degrees F ., it gradually 
dropped, helped by the cold Atlantic winds to some 20 degrees of frost. 

The " Strathiola " had been well blacked-out before we embarked and she had 
also been armed with three guns. As a further precuation, the boats were kept in their 
proper places and at the frequent practices one from each side of the ship was half 
lowered. The black-out was a cause of more than a little bother for many of the 
passengers used to spend their evenings walking round the deck or sitting in deck chairs 
and it was almost impossible to see them. On one occasion I was walking along the 
deck to the main stairs when I gave someone in a chair a most almighty kick. His words 
were unprintable, but' c'est la querre 'is the eternal excuse. 

For the last few days, the most dangerous part of the journey, everybody had to 
carry lifebelts, gas-masks and a bundle. The bundles were supposed to contain an 
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overcoat and a slab of chocolate ; some tried to include their valuables, but the general 
opinion was that the extra weight was not worth it and the tendency was to cut down 
the bundle as much as possible. 

We entered the Bay of Biscay at the same time as a 10,000 ton Dutch liner was 
torpedoed and there was naturally a general air of excitement on the ship. At one moment 
somebody thought he had seen a submarine and for a moment there was a complete 
panic, everybody running hither and thither; then somebody else shouted out, " It's 
only a whale," and, sure enough it was a whale, spouting a column of water which looked 
just like a periscope. 

You may be wondering about the rationing and the stewards. Fortunately, the 
rationing hardly affects ships at all. We had as much butter as we wanted, the only 
difference being a reduction in the number of courses. It is true that the ship was 
short of cabin and table stewards, but there were also many fewer passengers than in 
peace time. I have heard, however, of one outward-bound ship which was so short of 
stewards that the passengers had to help with the work. As a contrast there was the 
cruiser which was taking out recalled officials to India ; each passenger was given a 
station in case of action, but they were warned that if the cruiser ever opened fire the 
crash would be so great that somebody would probably end up in the ditch. 

I heard, too, of an Atlantic liner which was not built for hot weather and was taking 
a large number of Government officials back to India. The heat was so intense in this 
ship that several stewards died in the Red Sea: here again the passengers had to help 
with the work. 

To return to the " Strathiola." After Port Said the water-tight doors were shut 
and several tourist cabins were thus cut off from easy communication with other parts 
of the ship. I suffered in this way and every time I wanted to reach the bathroom I had 
to go through the crews' quarters, on to the deck by the forward hatch and then through 
the first-class. Fortunately, I was able to change my cabin. 

But, despite all the precautions and inconveniences necessitated by the war, both 
journeys were thoroughly enjoyable and will remain with me as one of my most vivid 
memories. T.L.B. 
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SIR, 

THE SHIRBURNIAN 

CORRESPONDENCE 

OSBORNE HOUSE, 

EAST COWES, 

lsLE OF WIGHT, 

February 6th, 1940. 

A record of the services of Old Shirburnians in the present war has been begun and up to 
the present about 650 records have been collected. These records. have been made from official 
sources which are no longer available; from information supplied by Housemasters who have 
circularised old boys from their houses; and from replies to an advertisement in" The Times." 

An examination of these records makes it perfectly clear that the record is not as complete 
as it might be or as is desirable. For instance, there are very few examples of those who have 
been called up under the Compulsory Service Act ; there must be many of them and there will 
be more in the near future. Again, there are no examples of those performing work of national 
importance, such as in the Civil Defence Services, A.RP. work and the like; it is considered 
that all such should be included. 

Naturally, it is desired to make this record as comprehensive as possible, so that when the 
time comes for compiling the final record, the material which will be required will be readily 
available and the task of the editor very materially lightened. The only possible way to achieve 
success is by the co-operation of all concerned. 

The object of this letter is first, Sir, to enlist your help by its publication; and to invite the 
members of the School to assist. If they know of any O.S.S., relations or friends, who are serving 
in any way, and would forward the information, it would be greatly appreciated. Should the time 
come when they themselves may be called up, perhaps they will bear the point in mind in their 
own case. There will be no criticism if any information come from more than one source ; if it 
does it will be the more likely that no case will be overlooked. 

The data required are :-The full name, rank, description of unit or particular service, 
official number (if any) and the date of joining. The locality of a unit need not, indeed, must 
not be stated. And one further point. Subsequent changes in rank,.transfer to other units, 
decorations and mentions, will be just as important as the initial information and will be necessary 
for the complete record. 

My apologies are due to you, Mr. Editor, for the length of this letter, but the importance 
of the matter must be my excuse. Any information sent to me at the above address will be very 
welcome. 

Yours faithfully, 

B. PICKERING PICK, 

Surgeon Rear-Admiral. 
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DEAR SIR, 
Recent letters to your most esteemed person have been lacking in two respects, their subject 

matter has been trivial, and they have been couched in spirits and terms which bring no credit 
whatsoever to that great community to which we all, pending the interference of time or the Head 
Master, belong. My contribution thus has the two-fold merit of being all that correspondence 
should be, and also of serving as an example of such to those who by reason of misfortune, or an 
adiction to the Daily Mirror, have never before experienced the joy of reading it. 

During the recent rainier season my attention has been drawn to the undrained condition 
of the School Courts, for, although I do not frequent the classrooms on their North side, I do 
have to traverse them on my way to the cloistered haunts of ancient learning that lie beyond, in 
which I pursue my studies. Each time I have crossed them, I have been forced either to take a 
tuck in the bottom of my trousers or else to wring them out at the end of my journey, a process 
which tends to dirty the hand, and thus to spoil the flavour of one's break-time doughnut. 

Now I do not wear my trousers so low as to assist the Urban Council in their public-spirited 
work of cleaning the roads, i.e., in the position so aptly described in the " Glossary of Slang for 
Elder Readers " as " droopy-drawers," but I do object to going about with them at the half-mast 
position affected by most low comedians or, to quote from the same source, "eagle-pockets." 
Consequently I am forced to the conclusion that since I am all right, the state of the Courts must 
be unnecessarily wet. 

To conclude, I must apologise for my inability to make any constructive criticisms for the 
help of those who will doubtless consider the problem, for I do not add land-drainage to my many 
accomplishments. However, I imagine it is just a matter of digging a few holes at the lowest 
part of the courts, instead of at the highest, as at present, and to join these by tubes to some 
convenient disposal-point, or possibly, in this case, of removing the two-inch layer of clay that 
covers the gravel. Then all earnest students would be able to go about their lawful occasions, 
without difficulty, and one could do P.T. without gathering a shallow pool at the spot on which one 
jumped. 

Finally, I must remain in the atmosphere of academic seclusion most dear to me, and sign 
myself CANUT1cus Novus. 

DEAR SIR, 
There are a few members of the School who are quite incapable of feeling any enthusiasm 

towards cricket. Surely there is no real need for these people to waste their summer afternoons, 
sometimes as often as twice a week, watching 1st. XI cricket matches, when they could spend them 
more profitably in ways which interested them. If their presence helped to cheer their School to 
victory, it would be different; but, as it is, it seems unlikely that the absence of a score or more 
bored onlookers would either damage the standard of School cricket or damp the enthusiasm of 
the other cricketers. Yours, etc., 

To the Editor of" The Shirburnian." 
SIR, 

M.A.K. 
A.B.D.S. 

It seems hardly consistent with the recent school policy, that contributors to "The Shir
burnian " must write on only one side of the paper purely for the convenience of the Editor. 

Yours, etc., 
ECONOMIST. 
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To the Editor of" The Shirburnian." 

DEAR SIR, 

THE SHJRBURNJAN 

I should like to thank all Masters who have assisted in the management of School Football 
both this term and last. 

To the Editor of" The Shirburnian." 

DEAR SIR, 

H. L. WATSON, 

(Captain of Football). 

Holding as you do a watching brief for the literary activities of the School, it pains me to see 
the astounding opinions that you let loose in print. I admit that you do not hold yourself respon
sible, etectera, but really ... 

The first perpetration to make my gorge rise was signed by a certain "Democrat." This 
gentleman, if we are to take him at his face value, appears to be a somewhat spineless defeatist, 
lashing himself in a masochistic orgy with the prospect of the fall of the Public School, the triumph 
of a ghoulish band of Socialists which exists only in his diseased imagination, and a conception 
of anarchism which exists in the brains of only the very young and Tory Members of Parliament. 
Terrified by the war, he lashes in all directions, lauding his ancestors in one sentence and reviling 
them in the next, weeping over his own ineffectiveness, and putting the blame on hate. Let us 
hope that his " gentle hysteria " was responsible for this grossly hysterical and sentimental outurst. 

And now for happier quarry, "Rovi." "Rovi" who combines an airy style with an earthy 
ignorance. An ariel with the habits of a rhinoceros, in fact. He goes for the pseudo-intellectual 
-well, more power to his elbow, say I, if only he'd go about it in a sensible way. Instead, he 
divides us all into either the thick and hearty or the " pseudo-bird." Is this generalization fair ? 
I, for one, am not hearty, but no more do I see an ideal in Liberalism. My mentor, however, 
admits that there are some ape-like horrors, and a very few genuinely clever folk. I retire blushing, 
and conclude that I must be an "ape-like horror." Not so my Ariel. He poses as a detached 
observer, seeing all, commenting on all, knowing all. 

And so I bow humbly before my rhino-Rovi; in my gross ignorance, I had never seen that 
Day Lewis and T. S. Elliot were Surrealists. So stupid was I, I thought that they were ordinary 
poets who set themselves rather new problems, but now I see that they are mere poseurs on the 
style of Andre Breton and David Gascoyne. 

And another pearl cast before me-in my childishness I thought that a Surrealist aimed to 
reproduce, not what was, but what his mind said-that is, that his work was of the stuff of which 
dreams are made. The mighty brain of Rovi, however, implies that a surrealist is as photographic 
and parrot-like as any William Morris or Wordsworth. 

I should not like to say he was mistaken, on the contrary, I lap up every word-but he does 
makes my sides ache. As " Democrat " or as " Rovi " I must implore him : " Don't get too excited 
about labels ; learn the reality behind the name. Then your opinions may be worth while, and 
you will produce no more howlers." 

In this pious hope, 
I remain, Sir, 

Yours sincerely, 
D.P.L.D. 
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DEAR Sm, 
AN APOLOGIA. 

You warned me that some of my recent efforts had not been well received by your readers ; 
that "Rovi" was in disgrace with the modernist intellectuals-I refuse to call them modem 
intellectuals-that I was being condemned a pseudo-intellectual myself, and that even gentle 
" Democrat " had been abused for his, admittedly, faintly ridiculous " bathos " over the fate of 
the Upper Middle Classes ! Plainly, I must make my position clear to my critics. 

Of course I am a pseudo-intellectual ; it is with hesitancy that I brand myself any sort of 

intellectual whatsoever, but certainly it must be" pseudo." Indeed, I am, if I may coin a phrase, 
a distinct mental " Bunburyist." In case some are not in the running here, all I mean is that, 
under the hypocritical guise of saying something serious, or even interesting, I indulge to my 
heart's content in degenerate flippancies designed to amuse only fellow-" Bunburyists "-a race 
as select as we are flippant,, which is a remarkable achievement. It will be asked then, why I have 
attacked other pseudo-intellectuals ; and I confess that the only answer is that I am one of those 
cads who have no scruples at all about gaining a little cheap notoriety at the expense of their own 
side. 

The other point I am concerned with, is a vague complaint about my using a pen-name. 
Well, the last time I used my name proper, I condemned the sheep-like tendencies of the School, 
and suggested another way of opening conversations. Before the end of the term, dozens of people 
had treated me with the results of my medicine-an experience, unpleasant enough to warn me 
against the future. And, to be honest, fear plays a part, lest I should unwittingly offend in writing, 
mmeone who is prepared to "get tough." 

So there you are ; I will go " a-bunburying," and I will put discretion before valour. And 
finally, like many great shop-keepers, agreeing also, I may add, with their reserved inner sentiments, 
my motto shall be: "The customer is always right." Rov1. 

SIR, 
I have been slow in passing judgement upon so-called modern surrealistic poetry, and have 

kept Gamaliel's counsel always before me, but now, I feel I must protest against this shameful 
degradation of the word "poetry." May I ask the individuals who call themselves surrealistic 
poets, why they must stray from the recognised form of verse, and why they must write sentences 
which do not make sense ? I have tried to answer the question for myself and the only answer 
that I can find is that they are incapable of writing poetry that the average reader can understand. 
I feel that this would not be their reply, and I therefore take the opportunity that your columns 
offer, to put the question to them. 

In conclusion, Sir, I quote part of a poem called " Four III," by E. E. Cummings. 
" tail frisks) 

(gone) 
'mouse,' 

We are not the same you and i, since here's a little he 
or is 
it It 

? (or was something we saw in the mirror)?" 
I implore one of these surrealistic poets to step forward and tell me what it means. 

To the Editor of" The Shirburnian." 
SIR, 

I remain, Sir, Yours very truly, 
"LEDI." 

" The Shirburnian " would be greatly improved by the absence of what is wrongly called 
" surrealism." I am, Sir, 

Yours truly, 
J. T. R. SYLVESTER BRADLEY. 
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To the Editor of" The Shirburnian." 

DEAR SIR, 

THE SHIRBURNIAN 

A shon time ago I was privileged to spend a week-end at Batcombe, where I was impressed 
by the quality of the printing turned out by their press, and consider that a pan or the whole of 
the school printing might be done by them. In all probability it would be cheaper and even if it 
wasn't, those who at present have a " Why do I want a roll-book ? " feeling will be converted to a 
" Well, at least ..• " feeling, for any profit made will be put to a very laudable use. 

Hoping this suggestion may be adopted without delay. 
Yours sincerely, 

D. C. BEAL. 

" CLOTHES,'' OR MEN IN SMOCKS. 
DEAR SIR, 

Man is so broad-minded to-day over many social questions, that it seems a pity, and hardly 
logical, that he should hold such a bigoted view on the vital subject of men's clothing. For to-day 
the interest of a man in clothes is often regarded as a sign of softness, or even effeminacy-whatever 
that charming word may mean nowadays-and yet, despite this, we are continually told that it 
is the well-dressed man who "gets there." 

Times were when a man's clothing was of considerable variety, with engaging cravats, breeches 
to the knee, silk stockings and red-backed high-heeled shoes, not to mention a fine powdered wig. 
Then, the shape of a man's leg, or calf, was as important a problem as is that of a woman's to-day; 
then, the well-dressed man had to guard his "lines" carefully, and not, as ·to-day, tolerate the 
disfigurement of a middle-aged " spread " through mere idleness and over-feeding. 

" Dressing-up " is an intriguing game, inborn in at least, the best of us, and it seems a shabby 
act of fate that Convention should deny men the pleasure of this pastime, so extravagantly indulged 
in by the ladies. I do not insist that we should wear wigs, though that would save many a man's 
social embarrassment ; nor do I demand the restoration of high-heeled shoes, nor even of silk 
stockings-which, incidentally, are a delight to wear-but I do protest against the stupid drabness 
of present-day male attire. 

A return to silken breeches, and the waisted-coat would prove very popular, I reckon, and for 
those with indelicate " lines," the plum-coloured " weskit " would not come amiss. Frilled cuffs 
and dainty cravats would add the necessary touch of a superlative quality that would herald a new 
era of masculine gaiety in Europe. 

Some may sneer, and say: "How silly ! " But I can assure them that these clothes would 
really look much nicer than those hideous khaki uniforms. 

Yours sincerely, 
Rov1. 

P.S.-I have no" beach pyjama" complex. Let this be firmly understood. 

To the Editor of" The Shirburnian." 

DEAR SIR, 
I should like to take this opportunity of thanking through your columns all those Masters 

who have been kind enough to referee games and otherwise assist with the running of School 
Hockey. 

G. w. L. COURTENAY, 

(Captain of Hockey). 
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VERSE 
SERIOUS. 

THE MUSEUM. 

Dedicated to P.J.S. 

" this way the museyroom. mind your boots goan out." (joyce). 

take out your hearts, all ye that enter here 
oh take them out, these attic-hearts of trust
hearts .that foresee millennia each year
laying up treasures where they cannot rust 

cast off your skin, you watcher at the door 
remove your heart, disintegrate the brain: 
-skin that will keep you from the clutching poor 
-hearts that will tide you over wakening's pain 

you cannot enter if you wish to sleep
here is the eyelid twisted from the eye 
here men drag-net the still shore of the deep 
here men with iron hands plough up the sky-

enter the poor man hoping for a change 
enter the rich man hoping for a laugh. 
eyes glaze ; behind each understanding's range 
strange laughers seek midsummer's path 

you are the children that time must not wake 
one sort of life will bear you on the hour ; 
will tide you over till the day shall break
men cannot love this madding poison flower 

-flower that this room has in abundance grown 
food for the man who enters with no heart 
ready to forget what facts he's known 
ready to shed his fears ; make a fresh start. 

here is the matted fur of history here is of no avail the parson's cant 
men probe for fleas ; are swallowed at the jaw here can the eyeless see the joint in time 
here those who leave, must leave a memory the madman-genius is predominant 
of cogitations never thought before shrieks his discovery ; curves in the slime 

leave hopes behind all ye that enter here 
time is no longer, hopes are in despair 
there is no memory of passing year-
feel only darkness and the bitter air. 

J. BIRAM. 

WAR AND PEACE. 

So once again men do their best to kill 
Their brother man, each fighting for the right
As they believe ; and, trusting in his might, 
Each strives to win and to impose his will. 
So it goes on ; the guns are coming fast 
To life in straining factories. The wealth 
Of nations falls below the weeds of health. 
Women their dearest lose, and men their caste. 

When will it end, this soul-destroying fight 
That holds us slave ? Will man at last cry out 
Against all waste and misery, and take 
The path to God, for his own silly sake ; 
See Truth ; self-seeking fear and hatred flout, 
And help all men stive upwards to the Light ? 

D.P.L.D. 
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INCUBUS. 

the one-eyed traveller and the vague horse, 
varied blotches on the face of afternoon 
these are the images that time has flung 
thus, careless, in the broken blackened teeth 
of strangers, like a quiet smoker with a laugh 
throws his ash to the carpet. 

and when we have overthrown the cares 
the hazing fingers in the velvet gloves 
and the soap that has to be used sparingly 
then all at once the eyeless face flouts up 
rests on the surface, and compels us to look, 
and there is no laughter any more. 

as we, still careless on the face of it, we and i, and those of us, to whom 
chattering or laughing on a summer's day, consciousness is more than perusal of the papers, 
forgetting such troubles as the weekly news we are faced 
and the more persistent and cringing in the mind, with two possibilities, birth and death, 
stumble suddenly upon the sleeping village birth or death. 
and there is no life nor laughter any more at all. and while we strain the faculties of mind 

philosophize with wild thoughts of to-morrow 
we are compelled to watch the porridge on the 

stove 
i, the mother, am torn within and without, 
and i do not smile at all. J.B. 

ALPINE MORN. 

I wake ••. and as I wake, dazzled, bewildered, drowned 
Amid a sea of radiant, gleaming, gold, 
I find myself. 
What need of sleep when glorious day is here ? 
I breathe, and soon my lungs are filled 
With purest mountain air, scented with morning mist 
And fragrant dew. 
And from my window can I now behold 
Serenest Alpine mom. 

The noble, snowbound, splendid, majesty 
Of lofty peaks, stretching to topmost sky, 
In graceful panorama. 
The placid lake, or watery expanse, twinkling like a million staE 
In the bright sun. 
And the crude mountain huts, clustering in the valley 
Homesteads of sturdy toilers, good and free, 
Now wavering through the ether I can hear 
The cowhom's faltering pitch, calling the bleating herds; 
All else is still. 

Raptured I stand and gaze and all the while 
My soul with grandest ecstacy is filled, 
Joyful, exuberant, now a man again and happy. 
I think ... and as I think, I thank 
Almighty God, " Who hast made all things well." E.T. 
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LIGHT. 

THE FAINTNESS OF LAUGHTER. 

" ..• silence was broken by 

-whether to seize the sleeve, presume 
to usher next within the room 
the colonel's prophylactic daughter 
or mingle in the scandal's slaughter ? 

-hudson sprang from iron men 
who roared astride the land and then 
fondling the ermine collar's fleece 
stand mumbling by the mantelpiece 

-amanda was warm-her silver glass 
shimmered with looks that pass-repass 
beneath her eyebrow etiolate--
the gold, pale boy becomes distrait. 

the intrepid stubbs. (black). 

-miss doyle, frail sandwich in her palm 
circles near each phthisic arm 
feigning polite remarks (till past) 
each more cutting than the last. 

-only the choice is left to me 
of smirking while i sip my tea 
or feeding he who loves his meals 
(as maculate shirt-front reveals). 

J. BIRAM. 

" THE ENGLISH UPPER CLASSES." 

Aristocratic Quartette. 
We're a part 
Of the English Upper Classes, 
Though we may look silly asses, 
Yet at heart, 
We're very, very wise. 
We've a way 
Of avoiding low hobnobbery
lt isn't really snobbery, 
But to-day 
We have to raise our eyes. 
For Democracy has grown too democratic, 
And we're emphatic 
When we say we disapprove ; 
We would far prefer conditions to be static, 
Not so erratic 
If they simply have to move. 
Our very Road of Life's become unhealthy, 
Just because our ancestors were wealthy. 

* * * * * 
What's to become of the English gentility ? 
What abili 
Can we display ? 
Can we replenish our large, empty coffers ? 
What offers 
Will come down our way ? 
In Russia, there are Noblemen who sweep the 

streets, 
But English Lords are far too fine to taste such 

bitter sweets ; 
So though we'd like to stay here in England 

if we could, 
Our only chance in Life now is to " star " in 

Hollywood. 

* * * * * 

Though, in debt, 
We've to fight for our existence 
There were times when no resistance 
Could upset 
Our lovely, Lordly ease. 
We just sat 
And beheld our stately territ'ry, 
The gift of kind heredity ; 
Smug and fat, 
We did our best to please, 
We'd a large and useless Castle in the County, 
Some gracious bounty 
We could never, never use; 
And a number of exquisite London Mansions, 
The Social stanchions 
In our lives of" pick-and-choose." 
Yet now we've but a remnant of this Glory, 
Whose pathway has been frightf'ly, frightf'ly gory 

* * * * * 
How can we combat each Social monstrosity ? 
No ferocity 
Should be allowed. 
Shall we for ever be left to our dreaming, 
While scheming 
Be left to the Crowd ? 
We might make quite a fortune on the Epsom 

racing-course, 
By cheating simple " betters " who put money on 

our horse; 
For in these days of hardship, it is no good being 

good-
Per haps we'll make a " hit " as glam'rous " stars " 

in Hollywood. Rovr. 
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My dear Mr. Churchill, we're all quite aware 
You're the prop of the whole British nation, 

But between you and me, incidentally where 
Did you pick up your prononciation ? 

THE SHIRBURNIAN 

Perhaps your intention is just to provoke 
And annoy our irascible foe ; 

To infuriate Himmler and that sort of folk 
By describing them as "Jestapo." 

Are you trying to show us that Parliament's blase, "All's quite fair in war," you maintain with a 
Despising the Germans at sea, frown, 

When you broadcast your views on the criminal But you seem to forget in your ire, 
" Narsy " When you blatantly say, " Montividio town " 

Or gloat on the cowardly "Spree"? You make war on a small neutral power. 

ANON. 

JOHN BULL IN DISGUISE. 

Who's got purple hair? 
Who wears flowing ties ? 
-John Bull away from his lair, 

John Bull's just in disguise. 

Who's the Red that shouts and cries 
And hits a tub with whacking thump ? 
-John Bull's only got a grump, 

John Bull's just in disguise. 

SPECTRE. 

BALLAD. 

"The Dancing Steps of Spring." 

When the birds begin to sing 
And the happy valleys ring with laughter, 
After Winter's gone, 
Come the dancing steps of Spring ; 
Now the fresh and dewy fields 
Where the yellow primrose yields first flower, 
Hour by hour are shone 
In the dancing steps of Spring ; 

By the riverside where the waters glide. 
With a gentle, rippling sigh, 
There's the scent of mint and the silver glint 
Of the trout that seeks a fly ; 
All the butterflies are young, 
And the sweetest chimes are rung for Lovers, 
Lovers follow on 
In the dancing steps of Spring. 

Rovr. 

DANCE SUITE. 

18th century Minuet. 

My lady bowed and low she swept ; 
The satin floated wide. 

I took her hand and round we stepped, 
Our hands linked side by side. 

A silken shoe from neath her gown, 
Her.shoulder couched in lace, 

I touched my heart and shook my ruffs 
And stooped with manly grace. 

My lady smiled and up we rose ; 
Our hands reached for a cloud. 

We made an arch, then through we swayed, 
And elegantly bowed. 



THE SHIRBURNIAN 

DANCE SUITE. 

19th century Valse. 

While skirts swirled wide, from side to side, 
We skimmed the glittering floor. 

My heart now leapt as round we stepped, 

In circles more and more. 

That way and this in giddy bliss, 
We steered a steady line. 

Her face was :!lushed as on we rushed, 
Her body close to mine. 

Round and round, forever round, 
We ran a crazy chase. 

The fiddles swelled, as round us whirled 
A mist of glimmering lace. 

DANCE SUITE. 

20th century Quick-step. 

Why do we tap, why does she tap 
With continous beat of rythmic feet ? 
Why do we sway from day to day ? 
The saxaphone lulls us, we dare not stay, 
For music is here, we cannot fear, 
For the world is mad, no time for the sad ! 

We must tap to Gad's rythm, 
And sway with Gad's heaven, 
For we've got to, we've got to ; 
Just cannot stay away, away, 

Just cannot stay away ! 
!LBERTE ANTOINE. 

389 
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RUGBY. 

lST. XV REsTROSPECT. 

At the start of the term it seemed possible that there would be no School matches at all during 
the season except against local Army sides. This turned out to be an unwarrantably gloomy 
forecast, and indeed we did play Downside (twice), Blundell's, Marlborough and Clifton, as well 
as three other matches, including one against the Oxford Greyhounds. 

The fifteen were an unbeaten side at the end of the season, and it can be safely said that nothing 
but a very good School or Club " A " side would have beaten them even under peace-time 
conditions. It was the best side Sherbome had had for many years. 

The chief merit of the side lay in the fact that there were no weak spots and also in the strength 
of the outsides, especially at half. At scrum-half, Watson was outstanding both as an individual 
player (in one match he scored five tries) and as a passer of the ball to his three-quarters. Elvery, 
at fly-half, developed as the term went on into an admirable link and a dangerous attacking player. 
The three-quarters all played well individually on occasion, but it was the smoothness of their 
combined passing that made them so dangerous. Deshon, at full-back, was sound, but seemed 
slower than last year. 

The forwards, once the right leader had been found, became an effective and skilful pack, 
but they could never be described as great, for they were not really sufficiently powerful or heavy. 
Their backing up and covering was at times very good, especially at Downside, and their getting 
of the ball both in tight and loose, was generally good. They were admirably led by Procter, and 
had a hooker in Wilson. 

We began the season with a runaway victory against Yeovil, followed by a not very convincing 
win against Blundell's by 18-8, but the fact that we played badly and won held out promise of 
good things to come. 

Against Downside, away, the side played really well, and deserved to win by more than 13 
points to nil. At Marlborough the match was played in a deluge and we were clearly the better 
side. The return match against Downside was unfortunately a very one-sided affair, but there 
was no gainsaying that the side played magnificently. 

So we went to Clifton an unbeaten side, prepared for a grand tussle, because we had heard 
great things of their pack. And so it turned out-we managed to get home by 11 points to 7 points, 
and it was anybody's game at the end with our forwards, who had played well, tiring under pressure 
from a heavier and stronger pack. 

Altogether an excellent season with much of the success due to the real leadership and untiring 
example of Watson-a great captain. 

The team was :-H. L. Watson, R. F. G. Lilley, H. L. Peel-Yates, A. C. Walker, D. P. T. 
Deshon, J. R. Proctor, P M. de C. Williams, G. W. L. Courtenay, D. C. Organ, S.S. Elvery, 
J. W. G. French~ J.E. Bass Thompson, K. G. W. Wilson, E. H. Walsworth-Bell, R.R. Winnicott. 
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RJ!sULTS. 

October 7th Yeovil Home 54-0 Win. 
October 14th Blundells Home 18-8 Win. 
October 28th 52nd Heavy Regiment Home 14-5 Win. 
November 4th Oxford Greyhounds Home 6-3 Win. 
November 11th Downside Away 13-0 Win. 
November 18th Marlborough Away 15--0 Win. 
November 25th Downside Home 48-3 Win. 
December 2nd Clifton Away 11-7 Win. 

179-26 
R.M.M.B. 

2ND XV, 1939. 
Although the results of the matches played were fairly satisfactory, it must be confessed that 

the 2nd XV was not up to the standard of recent years. This was partly due to the long time taken 
before the side was finally selected, but chiefly due to an absence of the lust to score tries which 
has actuated some recent 2nd XV's. 

The forwards were probably about up to the average, with only Bethell showing real football 
sense. The others all played well at times, and Vipan deserves a special mention for his good 
dribbling. Neither Watson nor Gardner developed enough pace for back-row forwards, and 
neither showed any real aptitude for backing-up ; both, however, played well, within their limita
tions. White hooked well and worked hard ; as also did Scott, H. ; Foot and Scott, A., were 
really too slow to be effective. 

At half, Leslie-Jones, R., did not develop as good a service from the scrum as one hoped he 
would ; though he worked hard and captained the side well. 

The absence of his brother from fly-half for the greater part of the term had a good deal to 
do with the side's failure to develop an aggressive attack ; even when he returned at the end of 
the season it was clear that he was not back in his best form. 

Of the three-quarrers Smedley was the best-though apt to become listless for part of a game· 
Hammond did not show such good form either in attack or defence as in the previous year. Heale 
and Edwards both went hard, but were handicapped by an apparent inability to take more than one 
pass in five ; moreover both relied on the somewhat crude method of the burst through which is 
seldom effective against good defences. 

At full-back, Way played many good games, though he was very slow at times. He probably 
has the best football head of anyone outside the scrum. 

Of the matches played, Downside, R.A.F. (Warmwell) and Clifton 2nd XV-the latter a new 
fixture-failed to provide strong enough opposition to test the side. Bryanston were beaten in 
the mud at Bryanston by 11-0 after a scrambling game, in which our forwards showed to advantage. 

Canford were beaten in a good game by 13-6-the 2nd XV having on this occasion the assis
tance of Mr. King. 

An Army side from Gillingham were rather fortunate to beat us by 9 points to 8, their winning 
try coming shortly before the end, as the result of a break-away from our line, assisted by a very 
lucky bounce. 

Dover were played in the most appalling mud at Blundells, and won because they adapted 
themselves better to a game which could by no stretch of the imagination be described as football. 

The team was :-Full-back, Way; Three-quarrers, Hammond, Heale, Smedley, Edwards; 
Halves, Leslie-Jones, R. (captain), Leslie-Jones, P.; Forwards, Bethell, Vipan, White, Scott, H. 
Gardner, Watson, J., Scott, A., Foot. J.H.R. 
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3RD XV, 1939. 
It has never been easy to arrange fixtures for the 3rd XV, and this term with the difficulties 

of transport, it seemed as if there would be even fewer games than usual. However, the Battalion 
of the Queen's Regiment, stationed in the town, and the Battalion of the Sussex Regiment stationed 
all over the outskirts of the town to the South, provided us with some really excellent games, the 
best, in fact, for many seasons. It was not until half-term that our first match, against Clayesmore, 
was played on the Lower. Up till then we had had the usual difficulty in selecting the team from 
the Lower game, and it turned out that we had chosen not quite the right one. We lost that game 
by eight points to eleven, on a rather bad day for football, when a fairly strong wind was blowing 
and the ball was very greasy. 

Our next match was against the Queen's Regiment, which we won after a great struggle by 
six points to five. Next we beat the Sussex Regiment 14-3, and Canford 2nd XV were beaten 
at Canford by 26-0. The final match was a return match with the Queen's, which we won after 
another great struggle by 9-8. These two games against the Queen's will be remembered by 
everyone, I think, as the most enjoyable and hard-fought of the season. 

Ross, D. C., the full-back, had very bad luck when he injured himself whilst playing for the 
2nd XV. He had played very well indeed and would certainly have kept his place in the side. 
We had, therefore, to find a new full-back, and we were fortunate enough in having Davis who 
had been playing on the wing. He did very well indeed and showed great coolness in his new 
position. The three-quarter line was quite good, but was inclined to lie up too much in the attack. 
Murray captained the team, and improved his play very considerably as the season progressed. 
Casswell, a strong runner, was his other centre, and the wings were Rogers and Baker. Irvine, 
fly-half, and Graham, were a good pair of halves. Irvine's defence improved as time went on, 
and Graham's pass from the scrum was long and quick, but sometimes erratic. The forwards 
were a useful pack with Beddall leading well, when he was not playing for the 2nd XV. Then we 
had Sampson, last year's leader, in the middle of the back row, an excellent hooker in Kinder, 
and Dry and Bensted-Smith to complete the front row. Catt lent weight in the second row and 
worked hard in the line-out. Mathew and Sloper were the wing forwards. Mathew was more 

. polished and Sloper provided a great deal of fire, which is so necessary in a good scrum. 

This was a side well up to the standard of former teams, and it did extremely well against 
opposition such as the 3rd XV seldom has the fortune to meet. F.K. 

COLTS RETROSPECT. 

The 1939 Colts Team enjoyed a very successful season, winning all their matches, and can 
be justly proud of their record of scoring 118 points against 6. It was an evenly balanced team 
with plenty of life and determination. The forwards played well together, but as individuals were 
moderate, with only Bowker, the captain, outstanding; though there should be a special word of 
praise for Sutcliffe for his untiring industry and keenness. 

Lilley easily proved the best of the backs, with an excellent sense of position and ability to 
ba.:k up. Leslie, the other centre, was thrustful and powerful and most promising, though inclined 
to be clumsy, his passing often being poor. He must learn how to put more rhythm and suppleness 
into all his play, otherwise he will never penetrate a good defence. The halves combined well; 
Ricketts was neat and quick, but he must learn to beat his man on the outside. Leakey worked 
hard, generally giving a good pass, but must become far quicker. Hawkins, on the left wing, must 
learn to put more determination into his running, as in the match against Bryanston. Farrer, on 
the other wing, went hard but was clumsy and too slow to react to opportunities. Rice, at full-back, 
was a good catch and kick ; he might make a really good back, but at the moment he is too often 
caught out of position, either through lack of pace or anticipation. 
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Team :-Rice; Farrer, P. Leslie, R. S. Lilley, Hawkins; M. R. Ricketts, I. R. A. Leakey; 
Walmsley, Rawlings, Kidner, Wickham, Greville, Bowker (captain), Sutcliffe, Lucas. 

RESULTS OF MATCHES. 

Tuesday, October 10th All Hallows Home 
Tuesday, October 17th Weymouth Away 
Thursday, October 26th Downside Away 
Tuesday, October 31st Bryanston 2nd XV Away 
Thursday, November 9th Canford Home 

SCHOOL v. DOWNSIDE. 

(Played at Dowmide, November 11th). 

Won 16--0 
Won 25-3 
Won 32-3 
Won 20--0 
Won 25-0 

This match resulted in a convincing win for the School by a dropped goal and three tries, 
fourteen points to nil. The School attacked from the start, and only good defence and a cert~ 
amount of bad luck kept them out. After a quarter of an hour, however, Downside tried to clear 
from their own goal line, but instead of finding touch the ball went to Deshon, at full-back who, 
gathering well, steadied himself to drop a fine goal. The School continued to attack, and many 
outside movements were repeatedly dangerous. The forwards nearly shoved Downside over 
the line to score, but finally Walker finished a good movement by swerving inside his man and 
running round the full-back. Deshon's kick hit the post. Half-time came with the School still 
pressing. 

After half-time Downside got much more of the ball, and Watts often put his side on the 
attack with long kicks to touch. When, however, they broke through the defence, there were 
generally forwards back to cover ; three possible tries being thus prevented by Lilley, French and 
Bass-Thompson. The School once more took up the attack and Elvery, following a break by the 
scrum-half, ran through on the blind side. Shortly afterwards, after some even play, Walker 
once more beat his man to score far out. The kick failed, and time came with play in midfield. 
The School forwards played well throughout against a good Downside pack, and combined well 
with the outsides, who were always dangerous, Williams and Walker in particular. Deshon played 
a very safe game at full-back. 

Teams :-School: D. P. T. Deshon; R. W. Hammond, G. W. L. Courtenay, P. M. de C. 
Williams, A. C. Walker; S. S. Elvery, H. L. Watson; D. C. Organ, K. W. G. Wilson, E. H. 
Walsworth-Bell, J. W. G. French, J. E. Bass-Thompson, R. F. G. Lilley, J. R. Proctor, H. L. 
Peel-Yates. 

Downside: D. L. Orrerod; T. J. Hook, C. E. Hole, H. E. Watts, D. G. Pickard; J. W. Bacon, 
J. V. Taylor; G. H. Jefferies, T. S. Atkinson, A. J. Harvey, R. D. Bacon, T. J. Wallis, J. A. Yonge, 
I. M. Moseley, G. E. Graham. 

SCHOOL v . .MARLBOROUGH. 

(Away). 
The School won this match by five tries, fifteen points, to nil. The School attacked from the 

start and scored after three minutes, when Watson broke from a loose scrum on the Marlborough 
25 and passed to Elvery, who was backing up well, to score near the posts. Deshon sliced his 
kick. Soon after, the School went further ahead when Walker kicked the ball over the line after 
a dropped pass and raced up to score. The kick again failed. Though Sherbome continued to 
have much the most of the game, their forwards became ragged and were slow to make use of the 
wet conditions. Marlborough only twice reached the School 25 during the first half, but the 
School failed to score again, though on two occasions it was only forward passes that prevented 
a try. 
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After half-time the Marlborough forwards got quite as much of the ball as the Sherborne 
pack in the tight, but their outsides failed to make use of their chances. The School outsides, 
however, handled the slippery ball well and were always dangerous against a weak defence. Walker 
scored again, finishing off a good three-quarter movement, and later Lilley touched down after 
the School had pushed the Marlborough scrum over the line. Soon afterwards Watson broke 
away to kick over the full-back's head and score, but the whistle blew with Marlborough attacking 
in the Sherborne 25. The School's strength in this match lay outside the scrum. The halves 
combined well, and Williams and Elvery made many good openings. Deshon was safe at full-back, 
but his place-kicking was not up to standard. The forwards failed to make full use of the wet 
conditions, and were not as quick on the ball in the loose as the Marlborough forwards. The 
heeling was inclined to be ragged. 

The School Team was :-D. P. T. Deshon; R.R. Winnicott, G. W. L. Courtenay, P. M. de C. 
Williams, A. C. Walker; S. S. Elvery, H. L. Watson; D. C. Organ, K. W. G. Wilson, E. H. 
Walsworth-Bell, J. W. G. French, J. E. Bass-Thompson, R. F. G. Lilley, J. R. Proctor, H. L. 
Peel-Yates. 

SCHOOL v. DOWNSIDE. 

(Played on the Upper, November 25th). 
This match resulted in an easy win for the School by four goals, a dropped goal, a penalty 

and seven tries, 48 points, to a dropped penalty goal, three points. Sherbome attacked from the 
start and Williams almost immediately dropped an easy goal. They kept the initiative, and Watson 
broke away to score a try which Deshon converted. Shortly afterwards Deshon also kicked a 
fine penalty taken in front of the posts about eight yards inside the Downside half. For a short 
time Downside relieved the pressure, but faulty marking around the scrum led to two further 
tries by Watson, and Walker broke away to score in the comer. Before half-time French touched 
down to. score, after the School had shoved the Downside scrum over the line, and Bass-Thompson 
ended a fine passing movement amongst the forwards by scoring near the corner. The first half 
ended, therefore, with the School leading by 29 points to nil. They had made good use of a strong 
wind blowing down the middle of the field. 

Sherborne again started the second half well, when Walker rounded his man to score far out. 
But Downside made good use of the wind and the ball was taken onto the School 25 line. Deshon, 
however, relieved the pressure with some good kicking, and shortly afterwards the School twice 
pushed the Downside scrum over the line for Proctor to touch down on each occasion. But the 
scoring was not yet ended. Before the end Watson broke away to score twice near the posts, and 
Downside kicked a good penalty ten minutes from time. The game ended with Downside fighting 
strongly and with the ball on the School 25's. 

The School's fine victory was almost entirely due to the forwards who played splendidly 
throughout. Well led, they were always threatening in the loose, but the scrummaging at times 
was ragged. The outsides were inclined to take their passes at half-speed and, on occasions some 
of the tackling was faulty. Watson, at scrum-half, was allowed a lot of rope round the scrum 
through bad Downside marking. Deshon played a safe game at full-back, but his place-kicking 
was handicapped by the strong wind. Downside were definitely below form. Their forwards 
never gave their outsides any real chances, but they fought grimly to the end. 

Teams :-School: D. P. T. Deshon; R. R. Winnicott, G. W. L. Courtenay, P. M. de C. 
Williams, A. C. Walker; S. S. Elvery, H. L. Watson; D. C. Organ, K. W. G. Wilson, E. H. 
Walsworth-Bell, J. W. G. French, J. E. Bass-Thompson, R. F. G. Lilley, J. R. Proctor, L. H. 
Peel-Yates. 

Downside: D. L. Omerod; T. J. Hook, J. V. Taylor, H. E. Watts, D. G. Pickard; J. W. 
Bacon, A. Glass; G. H. Jefferies, T. S. Atkinson, A. J. Harvey, R. D. Bacon, T. J. Wallis, J. A. 
Yonge, I. M. Moseley, G. E. Braham. 
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SCHOOL v. CLIFTON. 

(Away). 
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The School ended their season with an unbeaten record when they beat Clifton by a goal 
and two tries, eleven points, to a drop goal and a try, seven points. Sherborne won the toss and 
started with the wind and a slight down-hill slope. The ball was carried to the Clifton 25 where 
the School was awarded a penalty in front of goal for foot-up in the scrum. Deshon, however, 
failed with· the kick. Play became even for a while, until Elvery broke through ; the ball went 
right along the line, Courtenay drew his man, and then passed to Winnicott, who scored fairly 
wide out. Deshon's kick just failed. Clifton then took the ball to the Sherborne 25, where 
their scrum-half, Moreland, and right-wing were particularly dangerous. The pressure, however, 
was relieved, and Williams broke away in mid-field to pass to Courtenay in support, who scored 
half-way out from the touch line. The kick again just failed. Clifton once more took up the 
attack, and an attempt at a drop goal hit one of the uprights, and Moreland was tackled within a 
few yards of the line through-good covering by Watson. The pressure was again relieved, however, 
and from a loose scrum near the line, Watson scored. This time Deshon's kick was successful. 
Half-time came with play in mid-field. 

After half-time Clifton had most of the game. The ball had become too slippery for much 
good handling, so that a great battle ensued between the forwards. Both packs played really well, 
but Clifton's weight began to have effect. The pressure, however, was relieved through good 
kicking, but not before, after a quarter of an hour, the Clifton right-wing had scored through bad 
tackling. The play now became very tense, the ball was taken to the Clifton 25, then to their 
line, but good kicking once more brought Clifton on to the attack. Then, with nearly twenty 
minutes to go, Moreland dropped a brilliant goal from an acute angle, after just failing previously 
with another. The last few minutes were spent in breathless excitement, but the School defence 
held, and the forwards, thoroughly roused, forced their way into the Clifton half. However, when 
time came Clifton were back on the School 25 ; the whistle ended a great game. The School 
deserved their victory. Though slightly beaten forward, their backs were more dangerous than 
their opposite numbers and might have Scored two more tries in the first half. But, it was the 
forwards, who were very well led, that saved the game with a capital display against a stronger 
pack. Their covering in defence was magnificent. Deshon was safe, but inclined to be slow at 
full-back. His opposite number handled brilliantly and opened up well. The Clifton forwards 
held a slight advantage, but their backs, though individually dangerous, particularly Ford and 
Moreland, were inclined to bunch too close together in attack. 

Teams :-School: D. P. T. Deshon; R. R. Winnicon, G. W. L. Courtenay, P. M. de C. 
Williams, A. C. Walker; S. S. Elvery, H. L. Watson; K. G. W. Wilson, E. H. Walsworth-Bell, 
D. C. Organ, J. W. G. French, J.E. Bass-Thompson, R. G. F. Lilley, J.M. Proctor, H. L. Peel
Yates. 

Clifton: R. E. Rowan; J. L. W. Innes, T. L. Lennard, G. H. Addenbrooke, A. C. B. Ford, 
J. H. Rudman, W. H. Moreland; D. V. Storrs, R. H. Foster, G. E. McWatters, N. D. Grant
Dalton, J. A. Miller, J. R. G. Higgs, C. P. Lewis-Smith, M. W. A. Haward. 

SCHOOL " A " XV v. CANFoRD lsT XV. 
(Played at Canford, 2nd December, 1939). 

REsul.T :-School 13 ; Canford 6. 
The School lost the toss and kicked off against a slight wind. The Canford forwards were 

much heavier and frequently heeled the ball both in the tight and the loose scrums. However, 
their outsides, though fast, were unable to break through the School defence. The School now 
attacked, and Leslie-Jones, P. M., scored after a good three-quarter movement. Leslie-Jones, 
R. H., converted. Just before half-time Canford pressed and a forward forced his way over for 
a try from a line-out. This was unconverted. 
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The School began the second half well and soon Heale scored close to the posts. Leslie
Jones, R. H., again converted. The play was now very even, but the Canford forwards were 
getting the ball from the tight scrums. However, the School forwards, led by Mr. King, held 
their owu in the loose. 

A quick movement from the half-way line ended in a fine run by Hammond, who scored 
far out. This was unconverted. The Canford forwards then took part in a great rush which 
ended in an unconverted try. 

The School were superior outside, but Canford held an advantage forward. 

2ND XV v. R.A.S.C. 
Played on the Lower, and lost 9-8. It was a very wet day and play was mostly confined to 

the forwards." The School was very slow in getting started and the R.A.S.C. scored, after a forward 
rush, wide out. The kick failed. The School then woke up, but the R.A.S.C. pressed home the 
advantage in weight, and scored again wide out, after about twenty minutes' play. After this the 
School pack began to play well, Bethell and Vipan being prominent. Near the end of the first half 
Way took the ball on with his feet from a short kick ahead in the R.A.S.C. twenty-five, to score 
wide out. The kick failed. 

The School started the second half with great dash and pressed hard, but for some time failed 
to finish off any movements by scoring. Then from a loose scrum under the goal posts the School 
heeled and Edwards was up to take a short pass from the base of the scrum, and scored almost 
under the posts. Leslie-Jones kicked the goal. 

Play now was very keen and even, and though territorially the R.A.S.C's. forward rushes 
gave them the best of the game, the School once or twice nearly scored. However, from a dropped 
pass inside the R.A.S.C. twenty-five, their fly-half kicked through and an unlucky bounce for Way 
gave him a clear run to the School line. The kick in front of the posts, failed. 

Despite most energetic efforts the School could not manage to score again before the whistle 
blew for no side. 

2ND XV v. CLIFOTN 2ND XV. 
Played on the Upper, Saturday, November 11th, and won by the School, twenty points (one 

goal and five tries) to nil. 
Conditions invited good rugger, but apart from some notable exceptions, the standard of 

play was disappointing. The superiority of the School lay in the speed and combination of their 
three-quarters who often bewildered their opponents-Smedley and Winnicott were particularly 
outstanding, but there was a disappointing lack of dash on both sides. 

Smedley opened the School's scoring, breaking over on the blind side, after a good heel on 
the Clifton line ; the kick failed. Shortly afterwards, Edwards outpaced his opposite from the 
twenty-five line to score a good try. The School continued to dominate the play and Rogers had 
a try converted by Leslie-Jones. Clifton took charge for a while, but their three-quarters were 
not strong enough to pierce the School defence. Winnicott scored a splendid try under the posts 
ust before half-time. 

The second half was disappointing ; inaccurate passing and faulty handling were prominent. 
But Watson (J. H.) did splendid spoiling work in the loose, and Scott (H. G.) led several good 
forward rushes. Further tries were scored by Watson (J. H.) and Winnicott, while both full-backs 
deserve credit for their courage and kicking. 

School :-Ross; Rogers, Edwards, Heale, Winnicott; Smedley, Leslie-Jones (R. H.); 
Watson (J. H.), Bethell, Gardner, Scott (H. G.), Foot, Scott (A. B. D.), Vipan, Bedall. 
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JUNIORS FINAL. 

Played on the Lower, December 4th, 1939. 

School House "A" beat Parry-Jones' in the Juniors Final by a goal and two tries, eleven 
points, to nil. School House played with a strong wind and slight slope during the first half. 
Their forwards were much quicker in getting their feet over the ball and Lilley, Leslie and Jacob 
made many dangerous runs. But Parry-Jones' tackled hard and low, particularly Macgillycuddy 
and Williams, and it was not until a quarter of an hour that the first score came, when Shaw dashed 
over from a scrum near the line ; the kick failed. School House continued to have most of the 
game, though good foot rushes and sound kicking often brought Parry-Jones' into the attack. 
Before half-time, however, School House increased their lead when Waller finished off a good 
forward rush. This time Lilley converted. Parry-Jones', however, had done well against the 
wind to prevent further scoring, though Shaw was all but through again. 

After half-time, however, the heavier School House pack maintained their advantage, so that 
the opposing backs did not have the chances to make use of the conditions. Though at times 
dangerous, they were for the most part kept in their own half of the field, and School House 
deservedly increased their lead when Beal finished off a good three-quarter movement. Before 
the end, however, Parry-Jones' nearly scored through Carrington, and the whistle came with play 
in mid-field. 

School House were faster and stronger outside, and much heavier and more combined forward, 
Pearce and Sutcliffe being often prominent, and they thoroughly deserved their victory. Williams 
and Macgillycuddy were outstanding amongst the Parry-Jones' backs. 

Teams :-School House "A": J. L. M. Morris; M. A. W. Beal, R. J. Lilley, P. Leslie, 
H. L. Stamp; J. C. Jacob, W. G. Shaw; P.A. Turner, D. J. A. Waller, J. L.A. Evatt, F. 0. P. 
Pearce, W. Beale-Collins, A. Cameron, M. Sutcliffe, A. S. Dandridge. 

Parry-Jones': R. Mc.P. Williams; H. M. Carrington, R. S. Clarke, J.B. Carrington, H.J. B. 
Hill; M. R. N. Macgillycuddy, M. Eames; M.A. Kidner, H. F. G. Carey, M. J. F. Morrison, 
P. D. O'D. Carey, E. H. Watson, R. D. D. Thomas, D. Henderson, J. A. Attwood. 

THIRDS FINAL. 

School House beat Ross', strengthened by Barlow's, the runners-up, by two tries, six points, 
to a try. It was a well-fought game played between two very evenly-matched sides. The School 
were slightly superior outside the scrum, but the far heavier House forwards dominated the game 
forward, thus giving the School outsides very few chances. As rugf,er had been impossible for the 
week beforehand, both sides were out of practice, but this did not prevent a very exhilarating 
game being played. 

Play was very even during the first half. Retey scored a snap try for the School almost at 
once, after the House full-back's kick had been charged down, but shortly afterwards Hewitt 
led a strong forward rush to equalise for the House. The kick, taken in front of goal, failed. The 
second half opened with the House attacking, and after five minutes Carless ran over on the blind 
side to score far out. The greater weight of their forwards was beginning to have effect, and though 
the pressure was often relieved by dangerous foot rushes, and by a fine attempt at a penalty by 
Wilson, Ross's were mostly on the defence until the final whistle. 

For the House, Custance, Hewitt and Rawllings were outstanding forward, ably supported 
by Carless at scrum-half; whilst for the losers, Retey and Wilson shone. Holman at scrum-half, 
was most promising. The defence of both sides was good, but the attacking power poor, the 
School outsides standing much too far apart. The two full-backs were safe. 
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School House :-C. B. Lindrea; C. H. Courtney, M. K. Prosser, P. M. Foster, J. G. B. 
Thompson; J. C. Jacob, H. M. Carless; T. S. Hewitt, I. M. L. Rawllings, P. C. M. Custance, 
J.P. Hollis, M. H.B. Swan, F. E. H. Lightbody. 

Ross' -T. H. A. Potts; R. G. C. Lorlaner, B. J. Sproule, G. G. Leslie, G. L. Bowker; 
A. T. W. Austin, C.R. Holman, D. W. T. O'Brien, P.A. Retey, S. J. Handfield-Jones, D. J. T. 
Wilson, J. S. Harris, J, M. Paterson. 

THREE COCK FINAL. 

School House beat Parry-Jones', strengthened by White and Evans from Thompson's and 
Ross', by a goal to a try, after a tremendously keenly-fought game. The fact that both sides, 
particularly the School, were greatly depleted, did not prevent a most exciting game being played. 
The School kicked off with a slight wind and took up the attack. They were, however, driven back 
by good kicking, and after eight minutes, Williams kicked ahead, the ball went loose, and Lilley 
was up to kick the ball past the full-back to score for the House ; Brayne converted with a good 
kick. Play, however, again became even, but following a very good forward rush the School all 
but scored, the pressure being relieved by Brayne, the House full-back, with some good kicking. 
Until half-time, however, there was very little difference between the two sides, though the School 
twice went near with a penalty. The House outsides were far more dangerous, but the School 
forwards reduced to seven with one playing outside the scrum, were playing excellently, particularly 
at the line-out, where White excelled. Half-time, however came with the House attacking, follow
ing a dangerous run by Winnicott. 

After half-time play was even more exhilarating. Repeatedly the School went on to the 
attack with fine dribbles, but good kicking and dangerous straight running by Elvery kept both 
defences active. After ten minutes, however, Watson broke through on the blind side at the 
twenty-five line, and scored far out for the School. Leslie-Jones' kick failed. From then on both 
sides carried out promising movements ; the School all but scored after a good three-quarter 
movement, but Williams nearly increased the House's lead shortly afterwards. The game ended 
with both sides exhausted, after a great game. The House were superior outside, Williams and 
Elvery being particularly dangerous, but the School outsides, especially the centres, put up a 
strong defence, whilst the two full-backs were very safe. There was little to chose forward. The 
extra man gave the House the advantage in the scrums. In the loose and in defence work, White, 
Evans, Scott and Bensted-Smith and Watson were outstanding for the School. 

It was a great game played in ideal weather conditions with only the whistle to stop the fun. 

Teams :-School House: T. L. Brayne; R.R. Winnicott, P. M. de C. Williams, G. W. L. 
Courtenay, R. J. Lilley; S. S. Elvery, G. S. Graham; D. C. Organ, J. Catt, F. 0. P. Pearce, 
W. Beale-Collins, D. J. A. Waller, Q. Bowker, M. Sutcliffe, P. J. Casswell. 

School: R. Mac C. P. Williams; H.J. B. Hill, H. M. Carrington, P. M. Leslie-Jones, R.H. 
Leslie-Jones, M. R. N. Macgillycuddy; P. A. Irvine, H. L. Watson; W. T. Bensted-Smith, 
C. G. White, M.A. Kinder, J. Evans, P. D. O'D. Carey, M. J. F. Morrison, A. B. D. Scott. 

FIVES. 
SCHOOL v. CLIFTON. 

The School VI played this annual fixture at Clifton. The Clifton Courts are very different 
from the School Courts, being for one tliing, much faster. The School suffered very heavily 
at the hands of the harder hitting Cliftonians. Many of the games, however, were closer than their 
scores suggest. 



THE SHIRBURNIAN 399 

R. J. Potter C. C. Johnston J. H. Rudman 
(Captain) 

E. R. Prentice J. G. Clarke A. C. B. Ford 

Lost Lost Lost 
T. L. Brayne ... 1-15 7-15 13-15 

(Captain) 
D. S. Hawkins ... 5-15 6-15 7-15 

Lost Lost· Lost 
A. W. Myers ... 1-15 6-15 0-15 
M. R. Ricketts ... 1-15 2-15 7-15 

Lost Lost Lost 
R. C. Holman ... 1-15 9-15 3-15 
G. S. Graham ... 2-15 4-15 4-15 

Clifton won by 9 matches to 0. T.L.B. 

BOXING COMPETITION. 
The Schoof Boxing Competition took place during November. The boxing, thanks to Staff

Instructor Holding's good and useful instruction was of a high standard. The preliminary rounds 
produced some very good encounters, especially Carrington (H.)" who narrowly lost to Harris ; 
and Renton who, after beating McMullen in an excellent fight, lost to Clarke (C.). 

UNDER 6.0 STONE. 
Clarke (C.) beat Manning. 
This was a level fight, but Clarke by better foot-work eluded Manning's attacks. He showed 

a tendency to swing his punches instead of relying on a straight left. 

UNDER 7.0 STONE. 
Fisher beat Bradford. 
Bradford attacked more, but his punches were often ~hort and he neglected his guard. Fisher, 

guarding himself well, did not loose the opportunity and scored sufficient points with his left to win. 

UNDER 8.0 STONE. 
Hartgill beat Carey (R.). 
Hartgill was the better boxer. Carey relied more on strength than science in his plucky 

attacks. Hartgill used his left to good effect and wore down Carey's strength. 

UNDER 8.9 STONE. 
King beat Shaw. 
Shaw was very slow and King, though he did not punch very hard, scored freely with both 

hands, and won easily. 

UNDER 9.7 STONE. 
Hill beat Moffat-Wilson. 
A very close fight in which Hill led in the first round, but a right counter from Moffat-Wilson 

knocked him down in the second round. He recovered, and using his left kept off Moffat-Wilson's 
attacks, thus winning an excellent fight on points. 
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UNDER 10.0 STONE. 

Harris beat Cooper. 

This was perhaps the best encounter of the day, for both were showing good boxing qualities· 
Cooper, though giving away weight, was· older. He took a lot of punishment in the last round, 
but showed no distress and kept at his opponent. Harris showed his qualities with a beautiful 
left, and opened out very well in the last round. 

The Headmaster kindly gave away the medals and noted with pleasure that every House was 
represented in the Competition. 

I regret that more boxers could not be included in the Competition, but owing to their varying 
ages and weights, it was impossible to fit them into the groups with any satisfaction. 

I must thank all Masters, and also W. Norton, for their help in judging and refereeing the 
preliminary bouts and the finals. P.M.L.-J. 

Clarke, C. (b) 
McMullen (a) 
Renton (b) 
Stevenson (b) 
Minter (a) 
Manning (a) 

Bradford (h) 
Freeth (b) 
Sharman (f) 
Laidlay (b) 
Jones, A. (a) 
Fisher (c) 
Ware (b) 
Pursell (f) 
N choletts (b) 

Carey, R. (b) 
Shallow (b) 
Buchanan (a) 
Lovell (a) 
Hartgill (d) 

Hockin (a) 
Shaw (f) 
Tyrell-Lewis (a) 
King (a) 
Robertson (b) 

Bye. J Renton 

J Minter 

Bye 

Bye 
Bye 
Bye 
Bye J Fisher 

Bye 
Bye 
Bye 

Bye 
I Shallow 

J 
Bye 
Bye 

Bye 
I 
J Shaw 

Bye 
Bye 

UNDER 6.0 STONE. 

}Clarke 

}Manning 

UNDER 7.0 STONE. 

J Bradford 

J Laidlay 

~Fisher 
J 

lClarke · 

J 

}Bradford 

I 
lFisher 

1 Nioooletts 

J J 

UNDER 8.0 STONE. 

}carey, R. 

J Hartgill 

UNDER 8.9 STONE. 

}shaw 

J King 

l 
;Fisher. 
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UNDER 9.7 STONE. 

Moffat-Wilson (g) 
Morrison (b) 
Jones, A. M. (a) 
Roe (a) 
Hill (b) 

Bye J Morrison 

I Hill 
J 

J Moffat-Wilson } . 

Hill 

}Hill 
Ward (g) 

Carrington, H. (b) 
Ridout (b) 
Harris (h) 
Williams, R. (b) 
Cooper (f) 

Bye 

Bye 

] Harris 
Bye 
Bye 

UNDER 10.0 STONE. 

}Harris 

J Cooper 

GYM. DISPLAY. 
As usual, this took place on the last Friday of term, at 8.0 p.m. 

The programme was as follows :-

1. Parallel bar work by the gym. squad. 

2. Demonstration of fencing :-
(a) Foil (Wingate v. Bartlett). 
(b) Sabre (Staff-Instructor Norton v. Staff-Instructor Holding). 

3. Ground work by the gym. squad. 

4. Club swinging by a team from School House (led by G. S. Graham). 

5. High horse work by the gym. squad. 
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The work was good, and I was well satisfied with the display, the ground work and high horse 
being a better standard than last year. The gym. squad are to be complimented on the way they 
have worked both willingly and well to achieve such efficiency. 

I should also like to congratulate the School House team of club-swingers, whose demon
stration was very popular, and who put in a lot of work out of their spare time. The dress-rehearsal 
on Thursday evening was well attended by visitors from the town, there being about 200 present, 
but we were sorry the soldiers were unable to come owing to night operations. 

The gym. squad was as follows :-R. F. G. Lilley, P. M. de C. Williams, C. G. White, G. F. 
Jolly, A. C. Walker, P. M. Leslie-Jones, R.H. Leslie-Jones, R. S. Clarke, R. L. J. Barbour, P. J. 
Casswell, T. J. Edwards, E. Penny. Spares :-J.B. Wingate, R. V. Mair. 

HOCKEY. 
SCHOOL 6 ; 43RD DIVISION, R.A.S.C. 1. 

Played on Young's on 28th February. The first match took place a week earlier than usual. 
Considering that our opponents had had few opportunities to practise and the necessarily experi
mental nature of the school side, the play was of a very good standard, and until the last ten minutes 
or so, when both sides were tired, interesting to watch. The R.A.S.C. were the first to attack, 
but the School kept them out and gradually found their form. After eight minutes Courtenay 
picked up a good pass, found the backs out of position, and ran through to open the scoring. Very 
soon after a movement on the left produced a melee in front of goal, which ended in a second goal 
from Courtenay's stick. The School continued to press, the R.A.S.C. failing to use an excellent 
though isolated chance. Shortly before half-time a movement on the right enabled Courtenay 
to score his third goal with a flick from a narrow angle. 
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After some mid-field play early in the second half Cowan sent across a good pass to the left, 
which led up to a good shot by one of the forwards ; the goalkeeper stopped it, but before he could 
recover Smedley dashed up to push the ball through for a fourth goal. The R.A.S.C. forwards 
were being given plenty of chances by their backs and halves, but were not well together ; also the 
School tackling and marking were very keen. The School's fifth goal was a very simple one, for 
Smedley flicked the ball goalwards from the edge of the circle to see the goalkeeper entirely misjudge 
the pace of the ball and shape for his clearance before the ball arrived, so that it rolled quietly 
into the goal. Next Leslie-Jones dribbled down the field, his pass was intercepted by the right 
back, who was robbed by Courtenay, who scored the sixth goal with a very fast shot. The efforts 
of the opposition were rewarded shortly before time, for a goal was scored against the School after 
a tussle following a short comer. For the School, Courtenay was always dangerous. Hudson, 
too, played a very effective game at centre-half ; Cowan showed promise, and the backs made an 
effective pair. Prominent for the R.A.S.C. were Rigby, the old England left back, Tozer, who was 
in the School side a few years ago, and two Devon County players at centre-forward and inside
right. 

SCHOOL 11 ; KING'S SCHOOL, BRUTON 0. 
Played on Young's on 5th March. The School quickly got going and after forcing a shor 

comer, scored through Courtenay. They continued to maintain pressure, though a mistake by 
Organ nearly let in the opposition, but White cleared. Courtenay gained possession in mid-field 
and after one of his characteristic runs scored a magnificent goal. Almost at once P. M. Leslie
Jones took the ball up the left wing, centred, and Courtenay scored again. Bruton fought hard 
to get on the attack, but their forwards passed too blindly or too obviously, with the result that 
their halves and backs were overworked. Before half-time Hemsley had a good run up the right 
wing, sent across an accurate centre, which Smedley just managed to reach and from which he 
scored with a neat reversed-stick shot. 

On the resumption play was even for some time, but then the School forwards had a brilliant 
spell, running the Bruton defence off their legs. Goals were scored by Courtenay (2) and R. H. 
Leslie-Jones (2), the last of these coming from a clever comer hit taken by P. M. Leslie-Jones, 
who drove the ball across to his brother instead of to Courtenay, who was shaping to take the hit 
and on whom the Bruton defence was concentrating. From a roll-in on the School's " 25," 
Courtenay took the ball up the wing, veered to the centre and scored with a very fast shot, which 
the goalkeeper never saw. The tenth goal was the best combined effort of the match. Hudson 
pushed the ball through nicely to R. H. Leslie-Jones, who placed it perfectly through a gap in 
the defence for Courtenay to follow up and score. Finally Courtenay ran through once more 
just before the game ended. 

In spite of the score the game was not so one-sided as it would appear to have been, nor was 
it ever dull to watch. Bruton were just too slow on the ball all through the side, which meant 
that their forwards were never able to get it sufficiently under control to do anything constructive 
in attack. The defence worked hard and never gave up, but found themselves beaten for pace 
again and again by a relentless attack. Nevertheless, both backs and goalkeeper played splendidly, 
and Laycock, the captain, at centre-half, worked himself to a standstill. It seems invidious to 
mention individuals on the School side or to make any adverse criticism after such a pronounced 
victory. Courtenay was in a class by himself, nor was he merely an individualist as his share of 
the goals might suggest. The forward line as a whole combined excellently, the halves were masters 
of their men, so that the backs were never seriously worried. But, good though the backs were 
individually, they did not play well as a pair. White mostly played the part of spectator, but he 
was curiously slow and uncertain in some of the things he did. He is better in a crisis than when 
he has plenty of time. P. M. Leslie-Jones, at outside left, and Deshon, at left half, who displaced 
Jolly and Davis, certainly strengthened the side. 
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Teams :-Bruton: J. H. Wallis-Jones; J. V. Fiori, W. G. N. Tittle; J. R. Watkins-Baker, 
P.H. Laycock, R. N. Hilsden; G. E. C. Archer, P. G. Archer, J. G. Tremlett, H. D. Frampton, 
I. P. McMorland. 

Sherborne: C. G. White; T. L. Brayne, D. C. Organ; M. T. Cowan, J.P. C. Hudson, 
D. P. T. Deshon; H. N. Hemsley, R.H. Leslie-Jones, G. W. L. Courtenay, C. J. A.H. Smedley, 
P. M. Leslie-Jones. 

STOP PRESS. 

School beat 
School beat 
School beat 
School beat 

School lost to 

School beat 

SCHOOL HOCKEY MATCHES. 

!ST XI. 
R.A.S.C., 43rd Division 
Bruton 
Canford 
Downside 

2ND XI. 
All Hallows 

COLTS. 

Canford 

Accounts of these matches will appear in our next issue. 

We congratulate the following on winning School Colours:

lST XI HOCKEY. 
M. T. Cowan 
D. C. Organ 
R. H. Leslie-Jones 

D. P. T. Deshon 
A. W. Myers 

D. P. T. Deshon 
N. N. Hemsley 
P. M. Leslie-Jones 

FIVES. 
M. R. Ricketts 
D. S. Hawkins 

6-1 
11-0 
2-1 
8-0 

13-4 

C. G. White 
A. L. J. Barbour 

R. C. Holman 

JUNIOR HOCKEY-HOUSE MATCHES. 

!ST ROUND. 
Parry-Jones' beat School House " B " 2-1 
School House " A " beat Thompson's 2-0 
Randolph's beat Hey's 1-0 
Ross' beat Barlow's 4-3 
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Last term both the Senior Shooting and House Pairs Competitions were shot off 
as usual. The result of the former was an easy win for the Green with the remarkably 
high average of 95.3 : this is all the more noteworthy since we were unable to fire any 
" extra shooting " last term, and thus no one had any practice other than the competition 
itself. The full results were as follows :-

Average. Average. 

Rey's 95.3 Parry~Jones' 87.00 
Barlow's 89.89 Thompson's 86.92 
School House " A " ... 89.86 Ross' 85.45 
School House " B " 88.16 Randolph's 83.77 

The House Pairs Competition was won by Parry-Jones' with a total of 172, the 
remaining results being :-

Barlow's 
Randolph's 
Thompson's 
School House " A " ... 

151 
148 

1145 
J 

Rey's 
School House " B " 
Ross' 

139 
137 
106 

This term we have been able to carry on with the Junior shooting and still have 
sufficient ammunition for some" extra shooting." We have been firing Postal Matches 
against various other schools and are entering for the " Country Life " Competitions 
though this year with probably only one VIII. The influenza epidemic has hit the 
VIII badly and the results of the postal matches have been rather disappointing and 
we have only won one match out of five so far. 

I am glad to be able to say that shooting will still be carried on next term on the 
open range, though probably on a slightly more limited scale than before. However, 
all those who have been contemplating taking up shooting this summer will have an 
opportunity of qualifying for the season.. W.T.B-S. 
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