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Boys may come and boys may go 
But I go on for ever. 



EDITORIAL 

Last term the editor took as his text the one word "Appreciation." His interpretation 
of that word was, however, perhaps tinged with complacence-" What a goodly heritage 
we have," he reminded us. 

The only alternative to this unquestioning acceptance of Sherborne and things Sherborne 
is rabid rebelliousness-a fanatical refusal to accept any of the principles of the public school 
system. "School rules are made to be broken," "I wish I'd been to a grammar school"
nothing is ever right for the rebels. 

Between these two extremes there is a waste. To refuse to be labelled as a conservative, 
blimpish "yes" man or as an arrogant, rebellious "no-man" is to commit the unspeakable. 
Those who are prepared to admit that there are two points of view-both partly true-neither 
wholly so-are dismissed as "Mr. Facing Both '\Tays." "Come down on one side," "Commit 
yourself," this is what we are told to do and yet this is the one thing which we, as Shirburnians, 
must never do. We must never accept the "status quo" because it has been good enough 
for our predecessors, nor must we disregard it because to do so is intellectually fashionable. 
Sherborne is not perfect any more than it is false in every respect. If we are honest we must 
admit this. 

Let us therefore transcend the popular "take it or leave it" attitude. Let us be prepared to 
listen to everyone, to be tolerant of the blimps and the cynics-not to "face" both ways but 
rather to "look" both ways. Then, and only then can we start to appreciate Sherbome's merits 

and try to remedy its faults. 



Head of the School 
School Prefects .• 

Editors of the Shirburnian 

Captain of Football 
Squash 
Fives 
Boxing 
Shooting 

Chapel Prefect 

SCHOOL NEWS 

SCHOOL OFFICERS 

]. P. PARRY (a) .• 
M. G. K. Du PRE (b) 
]. A. GRAYBURN •• 
R.H. KEMP 
R. B. C. ScoTT (c) 
R. BARLOW 
F. s. EVANS 
]. D. CRAIG (d) 
L. H. PARSONS 

THE SHIRBURNIAN 

R. B. c. SCOTT 
s. A. A. CARDEN (f) 
A. L. HOLMES 

D. H. D. DURELL (g) 
D. M. P. LOWE 
M. E. H. WHEATLEY 
P. j. HUMPHREY (h) 
M. G. L. BAKER 
]. w. F. BROWN 
]. A. TURNER (c) 
T. v. HEALD (g) 
L. H. PARSONS 
M. G. M. MORSE (a) 
]. D. CRAIG 
P. R. D. GOULD (h) 
F. ]. WILCOX (g) 
M. G. K. Du PRE 
M. E. H. WHEATLEY 
R.H. KEMP 

We congratulate "V. EaLINGToN, R. W. V. HOLLAND and S. C. ROBERTS on their 

State Scholarships. 

We welcome Jvfa. FISHER, MR. FLOREY, MR. LEACH, and l\fa. SELLSCHOPP to the staff 

and hope their stay at Sherborne will be a long one. 
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0.S. NEWS 

OBITUARY 

June 1961 THOMAS, Patrick Wilson 
October 1961 BEVAN, Rev. C. 0. 

d. 1944-1948 
Staff 1901-1905 

A. A. McDouoALL (19442-19483) 

Alan McDougall left Sher borne in December I 948 and though I met him often since' 
yet it was in his last term as Head of Harper House, and in my first term as his new Housemaster 
that I realised that this was a boy exceptional in his altruism to others and in his devotion to 
the School and its traditions. With a gentle understanding of the difficulties besetting a new 
Housemaster and a firm regard for the traditions of the House, he led me through the trials of 
my first term and left feeling, I think, that he had done all he could have done, as indeed he had, 
to set the House on its course under its new Housemaster for the next ten years. 

Although unable to take part in all the school games, to his intense disappointment, yet in 
many other activities, particularly in the Shooting VIII, he ceaselessly strove to keep the House 
to the top of its form. A strong sense of humour allowed him to laugh at both his contemporaries 
and himself, but it was his faith and his sincerity in all he undertook that made him stand out 
from his contemporaries as a Head of his House and a School Prefect, away above the average. 

Events were unfortunately to prove, after he left Sherborile, how much he would require that 
faith. Frequent periods of medical treatment were to interrupt his career as a Schoolmaster; 
but far from being discouraged by these, he felt that he was able all the more to understand the 
sufferings of others and to help them with their difficulties. He was always anxious to get a 
post in a school where he could assist young people who were physically handicapped. All those 
who knew him in those latter days were indeed struck by his courage and his cheerfulness. 

I owe him much as my first Head of House, but I remember him even niore for the example 
he left of courage in adversity. 

"The Courage that dares and the courage that bears, are really one and the same." · 

J.T.M. 

PATRICK WILSON THOMAS (d, 1944-1948) 

The death of Patrick Thomas in a car racing accident at Goodwood on June 10th, came 
as a shock to all his friends and the circumstances of it may have surprised those who had 
not seen him since his schooldays. At school he was diffident and quiet, neither a great prefect 
nor an athlete, but liked and appreciated by those who knew him best. His chief hobby in 
those days was photography, and the most dangerous enterprise in which he indulged was 
building a hide at the top of a 40 ft. fir tree to photograph a buzzard's nest. His other chief 
interest, which he also carried into life after school, was music. 

After a year at an American school he took up photography as a profession. He soon 
abandoned this and became an active and enterprising partner in his family business. 

He was always a good driver of cars, but it was not until a year before his death that 
he took up racing. He had almost immediate success, was placed high in a number of sports 
car races; and won two important races in the I2 months he was driving. He carried the 
quietness of his school days illto these dangerous activities, leaving home almost unnoticed to 
compete and returning entirely uncommunicative of any success. 

During the twelve years of his manhood he developed into a person who was instinctively 
loved and trusted by young and old. His wit and whimsical sense of humour were used to make: 
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life happier for others, and nothing was too much trouble for him any time his help was needed. 
Above all he spread a quiet confidence and was a man of peace. 

The crowded church at his funeral service showed how much his qualities were valued 
and how larf_e a blank he will leave in many people's lives. 

R.M.M.B. 

A. T. BROWN 

"The Major" is dead; and Sherborne is left the richer for his life and the poorer for his 
death. 

Brown came to Sherborne in 1928 from the Depot of the Dorsetshire Regiment where he 
had been a warrant officer. Opinion in the Regiment was rather divided as to whether we had 
made a good choice in appointing him Instructor to the O.T.C. (as the Corps was then called). 

There were one or two senior officers who doubted his capacity for the administrative 
work and who thought we were wrong to employ him. How right they were on the first count, 
but how utterly wrong on the second! 

We soon knew that we were right: for it was only a few months before he became "The 
Major" to everyone from the Head of the School to the newest recruit. 

Sticklers for military precision could, I suppose, have faulted him on many points, but he 
had that essential and elusive quality which counts far above alt others in a School job. He 
had the knack of getting on with boys without ever allowing them to take liberties with him. 

It is true that much of his administrative work had to be experienced to be believed. Often 
one would ask him whether he had completed such and such a return demanded by the War 
Office. The reply, "It went off this morning'', meant that he thought, with luck, he could 
get it done for the last post. "All ready for signing" meant that he knew I would not be at 
the Armoury till the next morning and he was confident he could get it done by then. 

On one occasion when the School was in the grip of a flu epidemic, I asked to see the 
Parade Sheets for the last month. To my surprise I found there had been only half a dozen 
absentees in the whole month! 

But we got by! We both fully understood the situation and most of the returns were 
unnecessary in any case. 

Most of you who read this will remember some story or other about "The Major". Most 
of the best, I suspect, will be connected with 0.T.C. camps. Nobody in the camp was long 
left in doubt that Sherbornc had arrived; Brown's voice would make the welkin ring as he 
chivvied-only half in anger-some real or suspected delinquent. Not even the officers
except possibly for So and So and What's his name !-dared stay in bed for more than a few 
stolen moments after reveille. Some contingents may have gone short of this or the other, but 
not Shcrborne while The Major was with us. 

During the war Brown was commissioned with the rank of Captain and Quartermaster, whilst 
I-his commanding officer on Fridays-reverted on Sundays and other Home Guard occasions 
to Lieutenant. It says much for Brown's character that this caused us not the smallest 
embarrassment. 

At the end of the war he was-to our great delight-commissioned in the Contingent 
with T.A. rank of captain. But had he attained the dignity and rank of a Field Marshal, he 
would still have remained "The Major" to the boys of Sherbornc. 

All who knew him will appreciate something of what his presence meant to Sherborne; 
but no one had more cause to be grateful to him than had I, and I am very glad that the editors 
of The Shirburnian have given me this opportunity of saying farewell to a true and faithful 
servant of the School. · 

J. H. RANDOLPH. 
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THE WAY OF THE SCHOOL 

"US" by "THEM" 

"Lack of enterprise, gaucheness, immaturity, I suppose", she yawned languidly, gazing 
at me with a pair of superbly sophisticated eyes. 

"At societies . . . ?" I queried. 
"Oh, useless at Green Ribbon and things-just stand in groups and talk about rugger. 

It takes a N-- C-- to stir them up. Whatever do they do at home?" 
"But is lack of sophistication your only complaint?" I asked with frank simplicity. 
She looked worried, "Oh, you see, it has to be extremes. Either strip you at a glance 

or ... " The conversation seemed to be taking an unfortunately "X" certificate turn. Hastily 
I asked, "Isn't there anything you like about us?" 

"It's impossible to generalise", she murmured, "there's always the odd type who's ... 
marvellous.'' 

"Curiouser and curiouser," thought I. 

"Think", she said, "how far is Lyon House from us, and all we ever get is singing from 
the bathroom," she mused, looking blankly into space. "Mmm, just think". 

We thought. Your correspondent was mystified and somewhat disillusioned-all those 
hours spent brolly waving in Cheap Street had been wasted. Tragedy! 

"But what, Miss H--, can we do to improve ourselves?" 
This clearly put her at a loss. 
"I suppose you either have 'it' or you haven't." 
"Thank you", I enunciated appreciatively and took my leave. It had proved to be a 

memorable interview-memorable not only for the perceptive criticism and good humour of 
Miss H--, but also for her constructive ideas for our improvement. 

WORM'S EYE VIEW 

It was October the twenty-first and raining. \\Tater dripped off the hastily purchased 
boaters on to expectant Shirburnian noses and then there was a great cheer as two policemen 
drove in through the main gate. Cries of"Ban the Bomb, Down with skool and rhubarb" blended 
into a great roar of patriotic approval as the royal figure swept past a few minutes later, hidden 
in the depths of a vast hearse-like Rolls. Then half an hour of waiting again, interspered wite 
cries of "There she is" as the royal party appeared for a minute only to go down once morh 
into a far-off corner of the School. Eventually the exit was royally made and Sher borne breathed 
a sigh of relief. The School had not sat down in the courts, the royal car had not run anyone 
over, and our visitor had seen Sher borne and Shirburnians characteristically defying the elements. 

HOT DOGS 

There have recently been a certain number of canine additions to the staff. While by 
no means unkeen to welcome these animals (indeed it would be sacrilege to suggest any such 
thing in this community of animal lovers), we feel that the situation poses certain problems. 
Going on the assumption that each he-dog will in due course become the proud father of a 
litter, the number of dogs on the staff will in the foreseeable future be greater than the number 
of human masters (and we may also assume that each canine generat_ion will wish to send its 
young;. to -the old school). Great care must therefore be taken to indoctrinate the pups at an 
early-age, so that any rumblings or subversive growlings may be stamped out before they can 
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take a grip on the canine masses. It is clearly not enough to order crates of bone meal and 
Epivax, since a well-known retriever was spotted only last week slipping out of the cloisters with 
a mouthful of propagandist placards bearing such inscriptions as "Up the Underdog!" and 
"Bomb the Skool!" It seems that the British, besides being a nation of dog-keepers, forget 
too easily such lessons as the one learnt in 1917 when the Boxers rebelled. 

SACRELIGION 

The editors recently received a news letter from a well-known film company advertising 
their latest biblical epic. The pamphlet described the Bible as the "Number One Bestseller 
of all time ... " "To bring this story to the screen had long been the dedicated dream of 
Samuel Bronston". The pamphlet swept on with platitudinous utterances until, embarking 
on a series of brief biographies, it announced, "Thaddeus is played by Budd Strait, originally 
from Central City, Iowa, who remained in Spain after going there to appear in It Started with 
a Kiss-just how tasteless can you get? 

WEST END THEATRE REVIVAL 

The Sherborne stage, for so long an uninspired wilderness, has at last begun to react 
favourably to the daring innovations of the James Rhoades Society. Few can have forgotten 
their production of The long, the short, and the tall, which excited widespread comment and 
criticism at the time. Now the renaissance is gathering force: from Westcott we have news 
that Mr. Jarrett is producing Christopher Fry's The Lady's not for burning, at Lyon house, Mr. 
Glen, fresh from the successes of Much Ado, is attempting One Way Pendulum. This last, only 
recently on in London, is described by the author as a "farce in a new dimension". At last 
dimensions are widening, horizons are opening, the day will come when Sherborne is as famous 
as Stratford. 

TRUMPET BLOWING 

Sherborne has been the subject of much publicity recently. First, three Shirburnians pro
duced a national magazine. Result-reviews in the national press and an interview on Southern 
Television. Then social climbing Tatter readers were struck dumb by a feature "Sherborne 
at Home", somewhat spoilt by a large, bourgeois tea urn in the foreground of one picture and 
a lack of "Hon. Bs" and "Lord Ds", but there was an abundance of colonels. Bigger and 
better was to come. Tearful mothers and girl-friends who crowded onto 'Vaterloo Station at 
the beginning of term found that ITV had got there first: "Smile please , .. wave ... that's 
right ... now I'm going to ask 'Do you enjoy school?' and you must answer ... no sir, 
nothing to do with Trad Fad ... Richard Dimbleby's away ... of course it'll be cut .... " 
The Establishment was not to be outdone and three or four days later a man with a camera
the Earl of Snowdon?, Cecil Beaton?, no The Sunday Times-loud cheers from all true Shir
burnians and subversive mumblings from renegade history masters. Shots of boys playing 
rugger, Big Schoolroom, ancient buildings, Alfred burnt cakes here, Boadicea slept here and so 
on. Rumour has it that MGM are planning a feature film-Peter Sellars has turned down the 
part of headmaster-Bardot is emerging from retirement to play a matron . . . Sherborne is 
on the map, but how did it get there? 

THE C.C.F.-JULY TO NOVEMBER 1961 

. Three major events closed the. summer term. First, was the very successful week-end 
exercise on Canford Heath against· cadets from the Sherborne House R.M. ·Commando; a 
most successful venture which it is hoped- to repeat. Second, was the 100% success achieved 
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in the Army Proficiency Test, although the fact that not one member of the Board was an 
infantryman may have been a help. Third, was the completion of the assault course, a triumph 
for Lieut. S. F. Wilkinson, C.S.M. Dru-Drury and Cpls. Desmond and Paulson-Ellis who 
have made the maximum use of a small and by no means ideal piece of ground to construct 
a first-class course. 

It is hoped that a report on camp, from the point of view of one who was on the receiving 
end, will appear elsewhere in this issue. The official view is that it was a highly successful 
and most enjoyable week. We got away to a shocking start when quarantine for mumps reduced 
the Contingent from 204 to 84 at the last minute and meant that the band, which had worked 
so hard in practice for their commitments, had to be left behind. In spite of these handicaps, 
the composite platoons soon settled down, the food and training areas were superb and our 
hosts, the Depot of the Somerset and Cornwall Light Infantry, really put themselves out on 
our behalf. Two night ops., a visit to the Royal Navy at Plymouth, a very severe initiative 
scheme on the Moor and a day's "fire and movement" on the sand dunes overlooking a lovely 
stretch of Cornish coast were the highlights of the training programme, which ended with a 
rugged 24-hour exercise against regular troops from the Depot-followed eight hours later 
by a ceremonial parade at which the Commandant took the salute. 

During the holidays we had other successes. Sgt. J. D. Craig became the first cadet from 
Sherborne to win the Joint Services Cadet Badge, the highest award that a cadet can win, 
and Cpls. Greig, Balmain and \Veall are to be congratulated on the good reports which they 
too achieved, in spite of narrowly failing to win their badge. L./Cpl. C. J. B. Copeland was 
given an "Excellent" rating after attending a course at the Outward Bound School, Towyn. 

The beginning of the Michaelmas term saw a number of changes, and it is sad indeed 
to record the retirement of Major L. E. C. Bruce, Lt.-Commander P. C. Boissier and Capt. 
D. J. \V. Bridge. Space forbids an adequate tribute being paid to each, but we realiy do miss 
all three of them-and that is no platitude. For many years, long enough for each of them 
to have been awarded the Territorial Decoration, they have given their time, skill, experience 
and, above all, enthusiasm to the C.C.F. Has, for instance, anybody ever umpired L.E.C.B. 
off a hill feature? In these days when war-experienced officers are almost a thing of the past 
and National Service officers will shortly be non-existant too, we can ill afford to do without 
the enormous contribution which each of them, in their different ways, made to the C.C.F. 

In their place we welcome Lieut. J. R. Flory and Lieut. T. M. Kitwood and hope very 
much that they will enjoy their service in the Corps. 

Two main events have m:uked the Michaelmas term to date. General A. F. Dassonville, 
formerly Chief of Staff to General de Gaulle and Commandant of the French zone in Germany, 
visited the Contingent and presented Sgt. J. D. Craig with his Joint Services' Cadet Badge. The 
Field Day turned out to be a real soaker and the Cadets of "A" Company, who had to eat 
their lunch on the exposed slopes of Okeford Hill in a howling gale and with driving rain 
coming in parallel to the ground, are to be congratulated on the spirit with which they tackled 
the afternoon's proceedings. The Commandos' initiative test attracted publicity and seems 
to have been much enjoyed. 

The R.N. Section has carried on with their normal training. During the holidays a party 
visited the R.N.C. Dartmouth for a short course, and, for a change, the Field Day was spent 
on an initiative test which proved that the Section is in no way inferior to the Commandos 
in this respect. 

The R.A.F. Section did not go to camp this year, but on their Field Day they visited 
Bascombe Down. · 

Finally, there is the annual rep::>rt, made by the ·war Office on the Contingent, to be 
considered. It was highly satisfactory. on all three sections of the Contingent, speaking of 
"This, large, keen and: lively Contingent" and commenting especially ·favourably on the 
imaginative training programmes, the initiative of the cadets, the leadership of the N.C.Os. 
and the standard of drill and turn-out. That foul, wet day in June was not wasted after all! 
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VISIT OF H.R.H. PRINCESS MARINA 

A few moments after noon on Saturday, October 21st, Her Royal Highness's Rolls drove 
through the main gates of the School to begin Sherborne's second royal visit since the quater
centenary. The car drove down through a lane formed by be-boatered members of the School, 
past the staff assembled on the green outside the library, and halted outside the chief's study 
where Sir Hubert and Lady Medlycott and the Head of School were waiting to greet our 
distinguished visitor (some observers may also have seen the Heads of Houses drawn up against 
the wall, brollies at the ready). The Headmaster presented the small party to Her Royal 
Highness and a small procession comprising Princess Marina herself, her host, lady-in-waiting, 
and equerry, General and Mrs. vVoods, the Medlycotts, the Chief Constable (had son in Harper 
till 1960) and the Head of School made its way to the School House dining hall and the Bow 
House garden. It was beginning to rain lightly, and the Head of School was perceived to be 
having some difficulty with the golfing brolly so familiar to all who frequent the Music School. 

Her Royal Highness was next shown the Lady Chapel of the Abbey, part of the School 
until 1921. The Vicar ofSherborne explained all that was of interest and, already some minutes 
behind schedule (Her Royal Highness displays a great interest in all that goes on), the Royal 
party came up the Sixth Form Drive, Her Royal Highness refusing her car, although it was 
beginning to rain with more determination, and up the chapel steps to Upper Library. Here, 
Mr. Cooper acted as Her Royal Highness's guide and she signed the Distinguished Visitors' 
Book before she left. The party came to the chapel, entering by the south door, and Her Royal 
Highness expressed some surprise when Mr. Carpenter explained that the building had originally 
been a barn. Having descended the steps from the ante-chapel, the Headmaster led Her Royal 
Highness through the courts, where she was given a massive, and yet spontaneous cheer (did 
we hear some enthusiast voice "School"?), and over to the Art School, where Her Highness 
expressed much interest in the work of the School, especially a mural which was exhibited at 
the National Boat Show in January. 

The Royal party eventually appeared at the head of the Big Schoolroom steps (Her Royal 
Highness was very interested in the Schoolroom's dramatic uses) and found the School drawn 
up in deathly silence. This was, however, intentional, and, as the Royal car moved off, the 
Head of School called for cheers, which were prolonged until the procession was well through 
the main gates. The visit was over. 

R.S. 
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THE CONCERT CLUB 

THE ST. CECILIA TRIO 

The first concert of the new season-always looked forward to with enthusiasm by music 
lovers in and around Sherborne-must be said to set the tone for each season. The fifteenth 
season opened with an audience eagerly awaiting the appearance of the three artistes and 
applauded them sufficiently at the end to bring them back many times before the final curtain 
was rung down upon their playing of Haydn, Beethoven and Mendelssohn. 

Your critic welcomes the opportunity given him of reporting, perhaps from the angle 
of the amateur, for he feels there is room at times for the man in the street's viewpoint to be 
recorded, and often wonders what members of the audience take away with them of each 
concert. 

Almost certainly on this occasion the expert felt, and retained in his memory long after, 
the perfect balance between the three performers and appreciated their skill-for him it was 
a first-class concert. But the Philistine, probably, had hoped for something a little better known 
which would have produced more of a contrast beh\·een the works chosen and also something 
more "tangible" by which to remember the evening-perhaps for him, therefore, not such 
a good concert. But the "middle-man" probably got enough satisfaction from the general 
atmosphere, from the recognition of works he did know and from the introduction to new 
works to sustain his interest satisfactorily throughout the evening. 

I think the first two works, Haydn's Trio in C, No. 3, and Beethoven's Trio Op. 1, No. 2, 
are too rarely heard for any but the expert to know well enought to enjoy, though the former 
is accounted more lively than some of his other works. However, those who did know them 
realised the beauty of the performance they heard and the very high standard of the playing. 
Personally, I liked the pleasant effect they produced, and they were easy to listen to even if 
they seemed both rather the same. 

After the interval we came to the best known work of the evening, the Trio in D Minor 
Op. 49 of Mendelssohn. Here everyone showed they knew and liked it the best, judging by 
the ovation they gave it at its conclusion; it was, perhaps, a case of "keeping the best wine= 
till last". In a concert one was tempted to ask whether this was a good policy, for quite frankly~ 
some people around one had, by the interval, lost some of their earlier interest. But this last 
piece, with its four movements, revived them, and it deservedly received the greatest applause, 
as did also the further work by the same author played as an encore. 

The verdict must be that it was all enjoyable and was a concert both worthy to start the 
present series and also one in which the players joined so enthusiastically to entertain us. We 
learnt new works and heard good playing, even if there was no one item which carried us 
completely out of ourselves. 

BOURNEMOUTH SYlllPHONY ORCHESTRA 

The Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra started with a dependable performance of the 
Egmont overture. The clarinets were perhaps a little poker-faced in their phrasing, but the 
horn tone was generous. The climax was well managed with considerable warmth in the 
ensemble. Bartok's Rumanian dances were played authoritatively, with pleasant good humour. 
The solo violin showed an attractive rubato. The last dance in particular displayed the vigour 
and confident attack of the orchestra. Sergio Varelli Cid deputising, at very short notice, for 
Valerie Tryon, was the soloist in the Schumann Piano Concerto. In the first movement he 
produced passages of liquid tone and threw off the octave passages with considerable expertise. 
The second movement, however, lacked sufficient sympathy between soloist and orchestra for 
the lyricism to be fully expressed. A quicker tempo might have helped to lend cohesion here. 
The faster tempo of the last movement allowed for more tenseness and the movement started 

:· 
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well. An unfortunate lead by the pianist, however, seemed to forfeit the confidence of the 
orchestra and though the movement was satisfactorily concluded, it never really caught fire 
again. After the interval, the orchestra played Brahms' second symphony. The urgent phrase 
of the first movement was well expressed. The violins here produced their best tone, rich 
and full in the middle of their register, but with a tendency to a certain scrawniness of tone 
at the top of their range. The tempi might all have been faster, but the movements were well 
formed nevertheless. In the third movement the woodwind legato was much improved and the 
violin phrases winningly shaped. The attack in the fourth movement was again bright and 
crisp. The clean-cut note of the brass, particularly of the trombones, did much to reduce the 
occasional longueurs for which Brahms himself is responsible. As an encore the orchestra 
played a Sousa march. This displayed all the best qualities of the orchestra-a strong brass 
section, good ensemble, attack. It was received with great applause. 

FILMS 

"SHANE" 

A more stereotyped plot than that of the film Shane would be hard to find, and yet the 
Producer handles it with great imagination, although keeping fairly faithfully to Jack Schaefer's 
novel. But the film is too concerned with the development of the feud between the small farmers 
and the big rancher, and not enough with the mystery of Shane himself. Schaefer handles this 
particular side of his book especially well, emphasising the Starrett family's intense and growing 
regard for the mysterious yet kindly stranger who stays to work for them. Alan Ladd plays a 
convincing role as Shane-quietly inscrutable, a man of few words, but equally deadly with his 
fists or his gun. 

Yet it was Van Heflin as Joe Starrett who stood out in the film, the farmer who gave Shane a 
job. He was an admirable foil to Alan Ladd, because of their complete contrast in appearance. 
I regarded "Little Joey" with a good deal of dislike throughout. He had the typical whining 
voice of American child-actors, which was particularly obvious when he pronounced the word 
"Shane" in a long drawn out cadence. Since he said "Shane" frequently this became almost 
infuriating, particularly at the end of the film. In effect, the Producer, in his efforts to emphasise 
the feeling of hero-worship for Shane experienced by Joey, merely succeeds in annoying the 
audience .... 

The story itself was handled well, though the tension was not built up as much as it might 
have been. This was because Shane himself~ who after all was clearly going to be the key figure, 
was almost disregarded throughout the bulk of the film, and indeed became far less of a striking 
character than Starrett himself. If more attention had been paid to the very close affinities 
between the Starrett family and Shane, the latter's final action would have carried more weight 
than it actually did. As it was Shane rode off into the unknown without our kno-.sing anything 
about him, and also without our wanting to know more about hin1, because he seemed so 
shadowy. The idea of the air of mystery about him and his past as a gunman could well have been 
exploited more than it was. 

The direction and photography were both extremely good. There was the conventional 
balsa wood furniture, and there was the usual astonishing virility in some of the men which 
enabled them to retain their senses even after being hit by a lump of wood as hard as Joe Starrett 
could swing. Shane's fight with Chris particularly, was a cut above the normal \Vestern fisti
cuffs, but the following scrap was a return to the conventional bunfight. The photography and 
sound effects did a great deal for the film, and certain shots will be vividly remembered: the 
camera silhouetting the mourners at Torrey's funeral, and swinging round towards the distant 
town with a great crescendo of sound, personified the struggle of the small farmers against the 
ruthless Fletcher whose gunmen insolently lounged outside Grafton's stores; the freak storm 
which heralded the death of Torrey as he entered the town; the desperate fight of Starrett and 
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Shane, illuminated by the reflection of clouds of dust, viewed through the careering legs of a 
terrified horse, and accompanied by the cacophony of frightened livestock. 

There are more instances of this competent direction, but these are some of the more 
striking. For a film about such a cut and dried subject, Shane was a great success. Of course 
it had no effect on our hardened "Western" cynics, but to more perceptive viewers it was 
definitely a well spent evening. 

D.H.D.D. 

" IcE CoLD IN ALEX" 

The film shown on Saturday, October 21st, was more worthy of the School's intellect 
than its predecessor. Primarily a war film, Ice Cold in Alex concerned four people thrown together 
in an ambulance endeavouring to get to Alexandria from Tobruk. The screen is perfectly 
capable of showing characters in extreme circumstances and the director, Lee J. Thompson, 
aided by mines, broken springs, and steep slopes, managed very well. John Mills as the captain 
was the least convincing of the characters; there was no need to make him an alcoholic with 
a mixed-up love affair, and he did not ring true. Anthony Quayle was superb as a South 
African, and it is proof of the skill, both of this actor and of the director, that the film did not 
lag after his true identity was revealed. Harry Andrews was faultless as the sane N.C.O., and 
Sylvia Syms was good with what was left for her to do. Long shots of the ambulance and 
intriguing camera angles were used to good effect, and the humane actions of the Britishers. 
brought this film to a satisfying conclusion. 

C.H.B.-H. 

THE RIVALS 
by BRISTOL UNIVERSITY DRAMATIC SOCIETY 

In itself the Rivals is barely a play to excite the complimentary and appreciative superlatives 
of the critic. It lacks the exquisite balance which lends so much to the piquant elegance of 
School for Scandal and endeavours to adjust this lack by dialogue which is slick in the extreme 
and by the glossy veneers of its characters. Its perspective is as awkward as uncertain. 

The title suggests plainly the feud of Absolute and Beverly v. Acres v. O'Trigger-but 
unless the producer shows great control and perspicacity the rivals become rather Malaprop 
and Absolute Senior, The U.B.D.S. did not seem to try to avoid this pitfall-but rather fell 
into it voluntarily and gladly. La Malaprop fluttered like a gay butterfly on one side of the 
stage and Antony hobbled bombastically on the other managing to eclipse actors of lesser stature 
but greater importance. 

Jack Absolute gave throughout an admittedly straight interpretation and a very competent 
one-but alas! to no avail-he was swamped and being only just supported by a weak Lydia, 
a poor Julia and a lisping Franklin who was nine-tenths inaudible, he sank like a stone. Acres, 
imagining the pillars fell the wrong way, pulled when he should have pushed-and we landed 
in farce. 

All in all the production attained almost the necessary speed but lacked the unity and 
overall glossiness, clear diction and comprehensibility which this comedy needs more than a lot 
of others. 

But perhaps it was Sheridan's fault. 
M.G.M~ 
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"NOE'S FLUDDE" 

by BENJAMIN BRITTEN 

THE SHIRBURNIAN 

To quote the Lord Chamberlain ( ?) from Outline: "Each theatre is suited to one produc
tion, and the art of management is to discover which". Conversely, he might have said, each 
production is suited to one theatre. However, whatever his conjectured musings on this count, 
the Church of St. John the Baptist at Glastonbury made a super setting for Noe's Fludde. 

I must point out that anyone expecting a Wagnerian earth-shaker with full bass orchestra 
dominated by screaming strings, should not go to see Noe's Fludde, because they will be 
.disappointed. 

Yet Britten attains to a peak unsurmounted by 'Vagner, by using the simplest instruments 
and by superb orchestration. From the wrath of God, backing by gong and percussion, through 
the Kyrie Eleison of the animals heralded by muted bugles, and the comedy of Mrs. Noe and 
·gossips, past the storm (he does use a thunder sheet actually) and the tinkling of the final rain
·drops, through the stirring, rhythmic "Allelujah" to the crescendo of Addison's "The Spacious 
Firmament" at the appearance of the rainbow. Noe's Fludde is a moving and dramatic 
experience. 

Of the actual Glastonbury production it is of little use to speak, since only those who 
went would follow me. Nevertheless, mention must be made of the bold and unashamed use 
·of colour in their set, and their presentation which, for so large a cast, was superbly smooth 
and continuous. 

The work is written with the avowed aim of being a communal experience, for all ages, 
for audience and cast, in which age and audience cease to have meaning and become one with 
the cast. 

If this all too inadequate precis of the work should deter anyone from going, then I beg him 
to reconsider, and make my most abject apologies. 

M. G. MORSE. 
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TOO RESPECTABLE? 

The latest edition of that original Sherborne creation-Sixth Form Opinion-came on sale 
in October. The editorial suggests that the first edition was too respectable and that in future 
"S.F.O. must be more provocative". The rest of the magazine does disappointingly little to 
refute this accusation or indeed any other criticism. S.F.O. paints a picture of the modern 
sixth former which may be true but is certainly depressing. 

The S.F.O. sixth former is self-consciomly intellectual, humourless and over earnest. For 
me at least Sixth Form Opinion began as something of a joke, something to amuse, stimulate 
and entertain, something new and refreshing. It should have been something to unite sixth 
formers throughout the country, not something to deepen the rift between "intellectual" and 
"philistine" if these are the extremes. In any case here it is and if you like this sort of thing, 
O.K. To be honest, I think that 3,000 words on specialisation is a bit too much of a good thing, 
especially when this is typical of the style of writing: "It may be perfectly valid to state that 
an '0' level pass in Logic will be of no practical significance when the prospective indmtrial 
metallurgist meets his future employer, but if this line of argument is taken the logical con
clusion would be that no one should participate in any form of study that was not directly 
concerned with vocational qualification". This m'.l.y be briliant in a Government white paper 
on education, but in a sixth form magazine it is long winded and pompous. There are a lot 
of poems in S.F.O. and some outstanding photos, there is much to recommend. However, if 
you are looking for something new or original or d:iring, you will be disappointed. One of 
the writers asks, plaintively-"When are we grown-up?" The answer which S.F.O. would 
do well to note must surely be, "As soon as you stop trying to be grown-up and behave natur
ally." The sooner sixth formers realise that they are capable of writing and thinking on their 
own without trying to imitate their elders, the sooner we will have a magazine written by 
the genuinely young instead of the prematurely senile. 

TREVELYAN l\HSCELLANY 

Every year "Big Industry" offers 34 scholarships worth £1,500 each to the writers of the best account of 
some project which he has undertaken. This should show "genuine and sustained interest . . . real appli
cation and intellectual capacity ... originality and enterprise in concept and execution." This year five 
hopeful Shirburnians visited French vineyards, monasteries, Morocco, J\1anchester, Ireland and talked to 
peasants, nwnks, communists, conservatives and camels in an effort to bring home the bacon. Even if they 

don't satisfy the examiners they may amuse you .•. 

TREVELYAN MISCELLANY 

Euston 4.0 p.m. "Mind me bottle, be careful with the bottle." This was too much like 
a Punch Irishman, but true all the same. Peace descended by the time we were half way to 
Liverpool. Third Class? Of course; it costs practically nothing-but why didn't someone tell 
me the cattle also travelled 3rd Class on the boat? A wretched night among small kids, snagging 
teenagers and transistor wirelesses. Dublin a very fine city, but wouldn't you feel a bit foolish 
in O'Connor Street with a 30 lb. pack on your back? Single to end of the line please. \Veil, 
never mind where it is, it's probably as good as any other place that isn't. 

County Mayo 8.o p.m. First and last word of Irish still spoken "slante". Very common 
and cheaper than in England. Still hadn't rained. Annual pilgrimage up Croagh-Patrick. 
Very solemn occasion, attended by Primate of All Ireland. Souvenir stalls at the bottom, hot 
dogs up on the top next to the shrine. 

Walking, hoping to get a lift. "You'ld do best to go in pairs-two and one." By bus to 
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Galway, 25 miles and five pubs. Atmosphere of bonhomie amongst passengers. Still no rain, 
native population looking parched and puzzled. 

Dublin again. Cigarettes 2/7 for twenty, sherry 10/6 a bottle, whiskey going for an out~ 
of-tune song. "I see, so you've been in Ireland three weeks and you haven't bought a thing." 
Can't understand it, nobody ever believes me. I feel deeply sorry for Casandra. Pity my 
ticket was return. More cows, kids, teenagers, transistors. 

Euston, 12 .30 p.m. "Is it a porter you're wan tin', sir?" Why did I bother to go? 

(If you can put up with this, it must be absolutely anonymous.) 

• * • 

" TO BE READ VERY SLOWLY: 

'Twas brillig ... five-thirty a.m .... and very cold. One's spirits rose with the sun 
as it climbed laboriously into an empty sky ... as it set twelve hours later, so they rose from 
their midday ebb to the heights that can only be attained with the aid of two litres of rough 
wine .... 

Les Vendanges, the French grape harvests, begin early in September, exact date depending 
on locality, and attract many. I was one of the misguided ones: 

Imagine rising at an unearthly hour, breakfasting cold, scootering five miles, bending 
over a row of waist-high vines, clipping, clipping, clipping-sometimes oneself, sometimes a 
vine-with sharp secateurs, hunched up, knees and back protesting as the sun of the Midi 
beats relentlessly down . . . imagine continuing like this till six in the evening. Or imagine 
a huge tin basket strapped over your shoulders, resting on a lumpy straw-filled sack, imagine 
the agonies as the narrow straps bite into raw shoulders ... you stagger fifty yards-the 
pannier of fruit weighs a hundredweight-you lean forward, and the dripping raisins cascade 
over your head into the waiting comportes . . . your hair is sticky with the juice, your feet 
choked by the yellow dust ... and you carry three tons a day .... 

In other words, the work is agonizing, but agonizing. It has its compensations though-
three (or more often two) litres of rouge and 17NF a day and it's so good when it stops! 
Besides ... the mome raths outgrabe .... " 

R.S. 

• • * 

It was a very hot Monday afternoon and a large petrol lorry stopped by the Green. Out 
of it climbed a Shirburnian-you wouldn't have recognised him as such for he was wearing a 
check shirt, canvas trousers and carrying a large rucksack. Mr. Moore met him by the conduit 
and asked him if he was taking part in the carnival but he wasn't. He was visiting monks. 

For two weeks he lived with monks and friars-first with the Franciscan friars at Batcombe
up at 5. 15 every morning-five hours in chapel every day-hard work every mornng. Bed 
in a cell, sunshine and religion, worship with the brethren, work with the brethren. Then off 
to the Benedictines in Buckinghamshire-shaven heads-no talking to the brethren; long black 
habits, long white faces, High Mass and Low Mass every day, surreptitious visits to "The 
Feathers" >vith a visiting \Velsh clergyman-departure-sated with incense (Sherborne brand 
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5/- a pound). Then final call-the Cowley Fathers-known as the "Dads". This was in 
Oxford-forbidding exterior-affable interior-much time in chapel again-finish-home. 

Chance to recuperate and consider the functions and usefulness of some two hundred monks 
and friars in Britain. Conclusions reserved, but try for yourself. All religious houses welcome 
guests-no obligations and you would benefit. 

* * * 

A SURVEY OF THE INTERNATIONAL BRIGADE IN SPAIN IN 1936 

This survey, conducted by means of correspondence and interviewing, was concerned 
mainly with the motives of the men who risked their lives to fight in Spain for the Republican 
cause. Two other questions were answered, one dealing with the organisation of the Brigade 
by the Communist party and the other with the means by which the volunteers found their 
way out to Spain. 

The first step in undertaking this survey was to contact ex-members of the International 
Brigade in this country. A few well-known ex-members, whose addresses could easily be found, 
were written to directly. Letters, appealing for first-hand information on this subject were 
written to the national press and local newspapers. The Sunday Pictorial and the Liverpool Echo 
provided the majority of contacts, and very soon an International Brigade Association was 
unearthed, from which was obtained a further supply of names and addresses. 

Having established the contacts, "questionnaires", containing leading questions on this 
subject, were disp:itched to them, but it soon became evident that a just conclusion could 
not be formulated on the answers received. Many of these answers, however, proved to be 
a useful basis for the final thesis. On discovering that most of the contacts were only too eager 
to be interviewed, those in the London area and the :rvfanchester area were selected, as these 
two towns were the most highly representative towns from which the volunteers came. 

Amongst those interviewed were \Villiam Alexander, who had been the Commander of 
th-:: British battalion, and who now is the Assistant Secretary to the Communist Party of Great 
Britain, and Hugh Thomas, an Old Shirburnian, who has recently written a successful book 
entitled the Spanish Civil TVar. For the most part, however, the views of the "common soldier" 
were sought in preference to the views of the more famous members of the Brigade, who are 
usually quoted. Of these C. E. Palmer on his idealistic motives, Max Colin on his Marxist 
approach to the war, Patience Edney-a nurse in the Brigade, Dr. Crome on medical subjects, 
and G. Maggee on his motives as simply being an adve:1turous young man, \\·ere ~ill interesting. 
All of them were extremely hospitable and helpful. 

The conclusion reached eventually was that the motives of the \·olunteers \\·ere many and 
varying. !vfen rarely went out to Spain for one specific reason. The basic motives tended to 
be "Unemployment" and a "Spirit of Adventure"; but accompanying these motives were 
likely to be "Idealistic vie>1's", "the spread of Communism'', personal factors, and very often, 
pure "Escapism". Not one of the men interviewed admitted he had been disillmioned in 
fighting in Spain. 

The transportation of volunteers to Spain was a subject on which many individual stories 
were told, all of them being interesting but too lengthy to quote in the survey. Finally, and 
briefly, the Communist domination of the Brigade was discussed with quotations from Com
munists and non-Communists on this subject. The thesis ended on this note of dissension. 

I would like to thank Mr. Oldham for all the enthusiasm and help which he gave me 
whilst compiling the thesis. 

M. G. K. DU PRE. 
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THE TRAD FAD-AND ALL THAT JAZZ 

At the present time, teenagers in Great Britain devote themselves to jazz with the same 
enthusiasm that their predecessors did to Bring Crosby and Frank Sinatra. The girls scream 
when Acker Bilk or Kenny Ball sings as they do to Cliff Richard or Elvis Presley. But how many 
take a deeper interest in jazz; how many of those who listen to Acker Bilk have heard of Johnny 
Dodds or Omer Simeon, clarinettists on whose styles Bilk has based his? I venture to suggest 
that only a few have. 

Jazz as we know it started in the slave time when the music-loving plantation owners 
threw out old instruments with which their negro labourers created music of great rhythmic 
power, a music which has crossed the barriers of racial prejudice and has spread all over the 
world. After the abolition of slavery the negroes formed groups and soon moved north to 
Chicago, along with white copyists who earned the big money while many great coloured 
musicians played in sleazy backstreet cellars. That was a long time ago-in the 1920s. 

In the early '30s the popularity of traditional jazz faded but later there was a revival. 
Louis Armstrong, who had played in the King Oliver Band in the '20s, re-emerged along with 
several other great jazzmen. At this time Nat Gonella pioneered British jazz and others followed 
him. They had listened to the visting American bands in the '20s, and were good musicians 
with a style, which, although similar to the American, was their own. After the 2nd World \Var, 
Humphrey Lyttelton became popular, then Chris Barber, and now Acker Bilk, Kenny Ball, 
and a host of others are all playing traditional jazz. This year Acker Bilk, Kenny Ball, and 
the Temperance Seven had the honour of a Royal Variety Performance-jazz has come a 
long way from the cellars of Chicago to a royal presentaion in London, but do we, at Sherborne, 
really understand the music we listen to? 

N. H. TAYLOR. 

BRUSSELS 1961 

FROM OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT (J. A.H. Hall) 

Seance d'Ouverture de la 5oe Conference de !'Union Interparlemcntaire au Palais des 
Congres a 10 heures 30, read the invitation-it was now a quarter to eleven and the room, 
a great concave shell, was packed and still humming with 3,000 people animatedly talking, 
sorting out immense and mysterious wads of paper, puzzling over the intricacies of the trans
lation system, or engaging the harassed red-coated hostesses in anxious conversation. Then a 
sudden rumble of seats drew our attention to the gallery where King Badouin, curiously incon
spicuous against the massied tiers of delegates, was making his way down to the royal seats, 
followed by Queen Fabiola. 

A pause, then the voice of the King, disconcertingly switching to Fkmish half·way through 
his speech, welcoming the polyglot assembly to Brussels, followed by the leaders of the most 
important delegations exchanging compliments. The audience, faintly somnolent now, shifted 
in the over-comfortable confines of their modernistic seats. Until the head of the Belgian 
Interparliamentary Group suddenly sprang the remark "our 2 non-democratic members", 
at which it rustled with interest-and the Russian seated in front of me ostentatiously dropped 
his earphone into its box with a loud metallic clang. 

However, all was forgotten that evening in the amity of the Palais de la Nation (the Belgian 
Parliament) where the Presidents of the Senate and the House of Representatives were giving 
their welcoming reception, a fantastical mixture of the most diverse of national dress and the 
evening uniform of Europe. These t\-110 Belgian chambers are both elective, the system differing 
as widely from ours as the classical roominess of their Parliament from the sprawled, but restricted 
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·Gothic of Westminster. The chamber, in which the conference was from now on held, closely 
resembles the American Congress in form, a tiered semi-circular rotunda. Here at IO o'clock 
each morning the delegations assembled, each in their labelled seats like a miniature United 
Nations, and shrouded in large black earphones. Somewhat disillusioningly most just plugged 
their government line, irrespective of the progress of the debate. 

This went on, with a break for lunch (a substantial matter in Brussels), until five or six. 
Then everyone hurried to their hotels to emerge for an evening reception, which had perhaps 
been prefaced by a couple of ambassadorial cocktail parties or a bloc gathering. Many, no 
doubt, having also attended a luncheon given by some Belgian organization-the sale of 
indigestion tablets in central Brussels must have risen phenomenally! 

Besides this the Belgian group had organized a multitude of visits, accompanied by the 
most lavish hospitality-the Belgian provinces, Brabant, Antwerp, \Vaterloo, Bruges, the 
Ardennes, Spa, Liege, and others whose inhabitants entertained right nobly. The ability of 
the Belgians to entertain such large numbers almost anywhere was most impressive, something 
which I doubt could be done in England. 

The fortnight ended with the "Ommegana", a Bruxellois tradition (originally a religious 
procession, it was used to mark events of great moment-this was a recreation of the celebrations 
attendant on Queen Eleonora of France when she returned to her native Brussels after the 
Peace of Crepy in 1544). This was followed by a "Son et Lumiere" in the Grand'Place, a 
vivid spectrum of colour against the gables and gilt of the square. 

The chimes of Friday had long since rung across the city as I strolled back from the Grand' 
Place, it was time to return to England and Sherborne. An incongruous· thought amongst 
the neon of Brussels. I turned into the Place des Martyrs (so called from the deaths of 1830 
patriots) which stood, a blue-lit classical oasis amidst the garish and the new. Across its cobbles. 
glistening in a light drizzle, the importunate voice of a pimp rang out from a dark alley, and 
down another a neon sign clicked irritatingly across its silence. In the Rue Neuve two policemen. 
held a drunk, he babbled incoherently while one scientifically truncheoned him on the body. 
A plane roared overhead lights flashing, and a happily drunk driver squealed homewards. 
across the pavement, his tyres a black track on the stone. 

SHIRBURNIAN TYPES : THE M1sFIT 

Along the wall is a row of hooks and hung on the hooks are fifteen umbrellas. The handles 
of fourteen face the east, that of the fifteenth faces west. The owner of the non-conformist 
umbrella is seated at a table of three; he is in the middle and it is immediately apparent to the 
most casual observer that someone isn't using Amplex. His sideboards are a shade over regulation 
length, his trousers a shade narrower than regulation width, and his turn-ups non-existent. 
A curious aura of misunderstanding surrounds his person :-to Shirburnian society he is a 
reject-cast out by the Shirburnian world. To himself he has chosen to reject Shirburnia and 
all it stands for. (Shades of "Coriolanus"-"! banish you"). The question which presents 
itself is "who banished who?" and the ans,ver from both sides is the same and it is uncom
promising. 

Shirburnian type 2 is indeed the exact opposite of Shirburnian type I (The Blimp). He is 
usually intelligent, sometimes very intelligent, sometimes so intelligent that ... but there are 
exceptions. There are some who seeing the transitory glory of the 1st XV fez for what it is, 
eschew such things and turn to a life of exile. They too may be seen lurking in conspiratorial 
corners, growing sideboards and hair and forsaking the life of Sherborne. Perhaps they aspire 
to a life of intellectual brilliance, perhaps . . . it is an inexplicable but inoffensive enough pose. 
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This. is the. games-playing misfit----:-but once he has started to misfit his physical proficiency 
usually fails. 

·The thinking misfit is more usual. Unlike the non-thinking blimp, he refuses to accept 
anything. He is convinced that Sherborne is a vast conspiracy directed entirely at him; however 
he has seen through it all, he knows everything and he will risk all to defend his cause. Everyone 
else is,in the wrong and believe me, the misfit spends most of his time laughing at us up his sleeve. 
He IJ1ay find us funny but the best remedy is surely to laugh back. 

Whatever happens, don't let him worry you; there is as much room for type 2 as there is for 
type· 1. Remember " \Vhoso would be a man must be a non-conformist." Are the eccentricities 
-0f manhood superior to the innocence of the child? 

. DR. STEPHEN HARDING 

Dear.Sirs, 

Stonyhurst College, 
Whalley 

via Blackburn 
Lanes. 

xxvii. ix. 6 I . 

The text enclosed may be of some interest to the Shirburnian, as the earliest known example 
of an old boys letter to the school, it is, like all old boys letters, slightly patronising, but also 
affectionate. St. Stephen Harding was educated by the monks of Sherborne-probably just 
after the Norman Conquest-and a picture of him (in a rather odd version of the Citercian habit) 
is tiJ be found in the east window of the Boys Chapel. He was the second abbot of Citeaux, 
and the real founder of the Cistercian order, which, in the twelfth century was a force of real 
importance, changing history, providing a new monastic dialc'ctic, and spreading its abbeys 
from Iceland to Syria. 

To Thurstan, the venerable abbot of Sherborne, and to the congregation (of monks) com
mitted to him by God, brother Stephen, the servant of the Church of Citeaux, wishes that he 
may fear Christ with love, and love Him with fear. 

It is the function of letter-writing to speak to the absent as if they were present and to join 
v.ith the bond of charity those who are cut off by distance from each other. \Vhence, since you 
are our. bone and our flesh, I remind you that you patiently and for a little taught me a few 
things at Sherborne. I was your monk, and with my staff I crossed the sea [to France], so that 
in me, who was of the least moment among you, the Lord has shown forth the riches of his 
mercy, and stirred me up to imitate you. Through His will He has filled the empty vessel like a 
living fountain, so. that you, who were strengthened by tradition, could aspire to hold. your 
faith strongly and from the Lord. And I, who left my country alone and a poor man, now 
happily enter the way of all flesh, rich and with forty bands [he is quoting Genesis 32, 10, 

"with my staff I passed over this Jordan, and now I am become two bands." The forty bands, 
are the then forty Cistercian foundations. If anyone were prepared to count them, it would fix 
the date of this letter exactly], securely expecting the penny promised to those working faithfully 
in the vineyard. Whence I exhort your love that you may exert yourselves to improve that 
good fame which still comes from you to us, so that going forward from the good to the better, 
firmly planted by true religion, you may not cease till death to hold to chastity and humility, 
by the studies of austerity and charity, serving God with body and heart so that you may 
deserve to see the God of gods. 

The Biblical language can be noted. One of St. Stephen's many notable achievements 
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was a revision of the text of the Bible, undertaken with the assistance of Jewish rabbis, and he 
communicated this enthusiasm to his pupil, St. Bernard, whose letters are a mosaic of Biblical 
texts, like this one. So far is it from true that the Bible was unread in the Middle Ages. 

Yours faithfully, 

DENIS BETHELL 

(Harper House 1947-1952) 

TALKING POINT. 

As the sixth form becomes more specialised and competition in the adult world becomes fiercer, so criticism 
of the public schools redoubles. Gerald Sparrow (Town and d 1917-18), author of "How to become 
a millionaire" and "How to become an M.P.", argues the issue with Christopher Chataway, M.P. (d 

1944-49). 

Dear Mr. Editor, 
17thjuly 1961 

You have asked me to say what I think about the Shirburnian in modern society. 

I am sure that for general purposes he is a useful, honest and hard-working chap. 

I think it is a. pity that _fine ol~,mon~s~,ic schools like Sherborn~ have fe_lt it necessary to 
mould themselves m the fash10nable pubhc school mould. I am qmte sure, m my own mind . 
that the public schools help to maintain class divisions in England that are outdated, and 
weakening. 

I think the public school type was an excellent product for an Imperial power, but is a less 
admirable contribution to a country striving to· hold its own in a desperately competitive
commercial world, and in a nuclear age. 

I believe that the apartheid of the sexes at Sherborne and elsewhere is harmful and unnatural 
though I do not believe in co-education. 

I have three memories of Sherborne-being raged at by a master called the Bull whom I 
am told in private life was charming, but who terrified me, being chased by an older boy round 
a changing room, and having to jump a ditch between Sherborne and Milborne Port. In other 
words I was most unhappy. At Cambridge, on the other hand, I was exceedingly happy. 

I think this was my fault more than that of Sherborne. I was a sensitive, introverted small 
boy. 

If it were possible I should like Sherborne to adapt itself to these sinister, but intensely 
interesting, days we live in. . 

I wish you and your paper, Mr. Editor, good copy and happy times. If you decide to 
publish this letter please publish all of it.··· ·· · ., - · :_,_ · 

And get some really distinguished fellow to reply! 

Yours sincerely, 

GERALD SPARROW 
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Dear Mr. Editor, 
27th July 1961 

I am sorry that you have not succeeded in meeting Mr. Sparrow's request for some really 
distinguished fellow to reply, but I will do my best. 

The kernel of Mr. Sparrow's criticisms lies in his remarks about a desperately competitive 
world and a nuclear age. The most popular line in general disparagement these days is to say 
that a person or institution does not begin to match up to the challenge of the H-bomb era, 
and rockets round the moon, and the vast problem of the underdeveloped countries, and the 
great idealogical struggle between East and West and all the rest. 

Having used it occasionally myself, I can vouch for the fact this is sometimes fairly effective. 
The contrast between all these things and whatever you happen to be getting at (whether it is 
the British Council or the Labour Party's Annual Conference or the Conservative Party's Annual 
Conference or Sherborne School) is usually striking, so that it all provides quite a useful 
technique, though a little overdone, in quick disparagement. What of course it doesn't do is 
add up to much. 

I see no reason why Shirburnians should not make just as much of a contributionas any
body else to Britain's efforts in a nuclear and commercially competitive world. If the change
-over from Arts to Science is to be the criterion by which one judges whether a school is adapting 
itself to the 20th century (and I have some doubts about that), Sherborne is certainly playing its 
part very fully. 

The school may be more vulnerable on the charge of helping to maintain anachronistic 
class divisions. I wish thllt there were more primary school boys enabled to go to Sherborne 
but the meagre number that have come in under the "guinea pig" scheme since the War is the 
fault of the Local Authorities rather than of the school. When the State system of education 
reaches the same academic level as the best public schools then Sherborne and others will have 
to get closer to the State system in order to survive. In the meantime, it seems to me unreasonable 
to criticise parents for making sacrifices in order to secure the best education for their children 
that they can. 

Perhaps Mr. Sparrow's attitude is more the result of that ditch and the raging Mr. Bull. 
I was always very good at jumping ditches and at running away from any older boy in a changing 
room. Hence, perhaps, my happier memories and more favourable opinions. 

Yours faithfully, 

c. ]. CHATAWAY, M.P. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Sir 

Throughout his school career, a boy's academic syllabus is governed by the counties! exams he is expected to 
take. For what purpose? Firstly, to ensure that he arrives at the right type of school; and secondly, to ensure 
that when he leaves school he has the necessary qualifications to enable him to be eligible for the career of his 
choice. But the boy never has an opportunity to learn about the different types of job which is interested in. In 
many cases he ·leaves without the slightest idea of what he is going to do. Surely this could be remedied by 
employing a full-time careers master. 

Yours faithfully, · 

D. M. P. LOWE. 

HOME RULE FOR DORSET 

Sir, 
We have noted with regret, bordering on dismay, the Government's present state of indecision regarding such 

vital questions as the Common Market and the Public Schools. \Ve are also dismayed at the lack of assistance 
granted to this county of Dorset and to the Urban District of Sherborne in particular. \Ve wish to join with Mr. 
Osborne (John not Rev. S. J.) in his condemnation of the United Kingdom and its leaders and as men of no little 
influence in this county of Dorset we wish to propose that the county secede from the United Kingdom. 

The county's agricultural resources and small population are such that the new Federal Republic could well 
support itself. Moreover the ensuing battle for granting aid to the republic in which the U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. would 
take part would prove beneficial to all Dorset men. It is true that Irish, Abyssinian or even Esquimaux troops of 
the United Nations might well intervene in an attempt to prevent us from our legitimate goal of Independence. 
We are, however, confident that the highly skilled Combined Cadet Force could well cope with the invaders. 

Trains from London to the \Vest would be allowed to pass through the Republic on payment of tolls; but there 
would be rigorous security checks on the borders. To start with the Republic will be unilateralist but as soon as 
possible Dorset will be manufacturing its own bombs in an effort to prevent war and preserve peace. 

\Vhether or not there will be an established religion has not yet been decided. If there is it will almost certainly 
take the form of a fertility cult built round the Giant at Cerne Abbas. In this way Dorset will be keeping ahead with 
the modern trends recently publicised by Dr. Leslie 'Weatherhead in The Times newspaper. 

\Vhatever the challenges may be, we believe, and believe confidently, tl1at Dorset can take its place·among the 
nations of the world. \Ve haYe a unique opportunity; let us make the most of that opportunity. Nominations for 
the presidency and for membership of the National Legislative Assembly should be addressed to: 

The Secretary, The Committee of 101, 

The Conduit, 
Cheap St., Sherborne. 

\Ve remain sir, your humble and obedient seITants, 
D. H. D. DURELL, M. E. H. \VHEATLEY, s. A. A. CARDEN, 

F. s. EVANS, J. P. PARRY 
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SOCIETY NOTES 

DUFFERS 

We are now in our sixty-fourth year, and two meetings have been held so far in this, our one hundred and 
ninety-first term. 

At the first, held on Sunday, October 8th, Mr. and Miss "Talford were our hosts at Abbey House, \vhere the 
Society assembled to hear the Hon. Secretary's paper on "Erasmus DarWin," eighteenth-century doctor, philosopher, 
scientist, arch-rival of Johnson, and founder of the celebrated Lunar Society, who propagated his ideas on nature 
and evolution through the medium of what the speaker described as "good bad verse". Little time was left for 
a discussion, but the Chairman, Mr. Bruce, Mr. May, and Mr. Jarrett were well to the forefront of that which 
did follow. 

Mr. and Mrs. 'Vatkins entertained us at Abbeylands for our second meeting, on Sunday, October 29th, when 
J. P. Parry read us a paper on "The Hand of Fatima". As its title suggests-the five-fingered Hand of Fatima 
is a common defence against the "evil eye"-the paper was concerned with religious practices and superstitions 
in North Africa. The paper was well illustrated with its author's own experiences in Morocco, including his par
ticipation in a marriage feast, and our thanks are due to Parry for an exceptionally well prepared and informative 
paper, which stimulated a long, lively, and very extensive discussion, which was all the more interesting for the 
speaker's own obvious love of the East, and his wide knowledge of the Arab world. 

We have one more meeting this.term-at The Green-when Professor G. S. Kane is to discourse upon "The 
Poet's Mask." 
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Our thanks to Mr. and Miss Walford, and Mr. and Mrs .. Watkins for their kind and generous hospitality: 
the retiring Secretary also wishes, on the behalf of all members who are leaving, to thank our energetic Chairman 
for his enthusiastic encouragement and support. · 

R. B. C. SCOTT, Hon. Secretary. 

WILDMAN SOCIETY 

The Society was dormant throughout the summer term, and the only motion proposed was stifled at birth by 
a particularly wary Head of School. The few remaining members assembled at the beginning of the Michaelmas 
term and it was decided to make all the meetings of the term ~pen to the whole Sixth Form. If this proved popular 
the Society would.remain open. 

The term's first debate was attended by oyer eighty boys and the standard of speaking was encouragingly high· 
The motion under consideration was that "This house would rather sit with Russell than stand for freedom." This 
was proposed by the Deb. Secretary andJ. P. Parry, who arrived dressed as undertakers, and opposed by :R_. T. A· 
Kinnersly and the Hon. Secretary. Their speeches were too long (winded?) to allow for a great deal of discussion, 
but Messrs. Hall, Clarke, Durell, Parsons and Franklin spoke with varying success., and many others were noticed. 
The final result was a victory for the opposition by 52 to 24. 

The sec~nd and probably final debate of term will be on the motion that "This house bi::lieves that an all-white 
Britain and an all-black Africa are better than a coffee Commonwealth." (We hear with pleasure that the Sister 
School have heard of this motion and borrowed it for their next debate. \Ve wish them every success therein.) 
Our thartks are due, as usual, to the Chairman, Mr. Jarrett, and to those members of the Sixth Form who have 
helped to revive the fortunes of the Society. 

T. V. HEALD, Hon. Secretary. 
M. G. M. MORSE, Deb. Secretary. 

GREEN RIBBON CLUB 

The summer term ended on a pleasant note when R. B. C. Scott entertained a large gathering of both sexes, 
with a treatise on Peter the Great. 

For the first meeting of the autumn term, the Club invaded Miss Crichton-Miller's study at \Vingfield to hear 
a paper from M. G. K. du Pre on "The International Brigade and the Spanish Civil \Var". Both company and 
paper were stimulating and a very enjoyable evening was had by all. At our next meeting, Professor Butler of 
St. Andrews University, is to speak to another "mixed" gathering on "The Knights of St. John at Rhodes'', and 
for the final meeting the secretive J. P. Parry will speak to us at Stile Close on a subject as yet unrevealed. 

Ou"r thanks, as always, to our Chairman, Mr. Gibb, and to Mrs. Gibb and Miss Crichton-Miller, whose 
hospitality is as warm and ,,-elcome as ever. 

T. V. HEALD, Hon. Secretary. 

LES PHILOSOPHES 

Two meetings have been held since The Shirburnian last went to press. At the first, held on July 23rd, the Chairman 
read a paper on seventeenth century science. The excellent background that this paper presented made a good starting 
point for the Secretary's paper on Robert Hooke, originator of the Law of Springs, which was delivered on October 
15th, when we were pleased to welcome our President to the first meeting of the winter term. \Ve expect two more 
papers this term; one by T. V. Heald on "Les Philosophes" and another, from an outside speaker (a recent O.S. 
who wishes to remain anonymous), on the development of the Chinese intellectual tradition. 

Les Philosophes has now been in existence for three terms and the time has come when some sort of re,·iew 
of our progress can be made. It was with the intention of "uniting the Groups" that the Society was originally 
convened. It can be truthfully said that this has, to a large measure, been achieved. The general standard of philo
sophical knowledge and argument has risen appreciably, but there is also a certain reticence apparent during dis
cussions. This is obviously unavoidable in a society which deals with a field which is, to many, entirely new, and 
we can only hope that this situation will improve as· our philosophical technique matures. Nevertheless, Les 
Philosophes has now successfully negotiated the tricky stages of infancy and can look forward to a second year 
with confidence. 

It goes without saying that our thanks arc due to our Chairman for his unflagging encouragement and support. 

R. B. C. Scorr, Hon. Secretary. 



THE SHIRBURNIAN · -

LE CENACLE 

The Society assembled on October 18th for the first time this term to hear Mr. Wilkinson deliver an excellent 
paper on Montaigne. Its great interest was well demonstrated by the lively discussion it stimulated. 

We look forward toJ. Il. K. Rickford's paper "Gaul into France", and to a further meeting at which it is planned 
to invite members to talk informally on their experiences of some particular aspect of French life. 

Our thanks to our Chairman and Mrs. Currie for their overwhelming hospitality are no less sincere for being 
expressed so frequently through your columns. 

J.P. PARRY, Hon. Secretary. 

INTER PRE TES 

The Society indulged in two "conventus extraordinarii" towards the end of last term; the triennial excursion 
to the Bradfield Greek play (Sophocles's·Antigone), attended by a number of strange faces, and a Greek verse 
competition at Bryanston. Regrettably, our interpretation of Greek tragedy failed to coincide with that of the 
adjudicator. 

Our first meeting this term coming so soon, a change of diet in the form of a play-reading was forced upon us 
and Anouilh's Antigone provided a controversial field for discussion. Next, Mr. Maurice Ilabone "ex ilia schola in 
colle condita" talked to us most instructively about Homer and the archaeologist, ably abetted by a vague shadow 
behind a projector and box of slides. To which meeting some archaeologists were also invited. The most recent 
meeting was provoked into animated argument by a paper delivered by N. J. Allan on Mycenae and the Iliad; 
who, however, clung tenaciously to his own viewpoint, in spite of many assaults by those with their own pet 
theories; Mr. G. G. Green and his wife mostly kindly offered us hospitality at this meeting. The Interpres Maximus 
is living in the hope that N. J. Trefusis will give us a paper on the Arthurian Legend, towards the end of term. 

In conclusion, let me extend the thanks of the Society to Mr. Glen and the "cornucopia" for their most exeellcnt 
hospitality, 

P. D. R. MILLARD, Int. Max. 

LES POL YGLOTTES 

This term, the Society has met only three times. As our numbers are rather small--only five-no papers have 
been forthcoming from within the Society. \Ve expect two, or even three, next term. 

The first meeting of the term took the form of a play-reading, with some members of the girls' school. The 
play was Schiller's Wilhelm Tell. This was a success, the most entertaining part being when Gessler suddenly came 
to life, having lain dead for a page and a half! 

The next meeting was also with the girls' school. We read Anouilh's Le Bal des Voleurs. This, too, was successful 
and provided an entertaining evening. 
. Lastly, we heard a paper by Mr. Penman, an old pupil of H.H.B., on Austria. He had spent a year in that 
country after his university course; his tape-recordings and explanations were so interesting that the Society re
assembled after tea and forced him to continue. 

The thanks of all of us must go to Mr. and Mrs. P. Howard Baker, both for lending us their house and for 
consistently providing such nourishing refreshment. 

P. T. WARREN, Hon. SecrelarJ'· 

JAMES RHOADES 

The summer term was an eventful one for the Society, guided by the late Hon. Secretary, to whom I think 
we ought to convey our sincere thanks. \Ve had several interesting meetings, including one with the sister school. 
This, as the rest, was a success, Chekov being read in the middle of a field. 

Last Sunday, our first meeting of the term, the Society read Look Back in Anger. On the following Monday, 
the Hon. Secretary retired to bed with lumbago, but I feel that there is no connection between the happy occurrences. 

As normal, our thanks go to our Chairman and Mrs. Stephenson for their support, encouragement, and 
hospitality which they so freely give us. 

P.A. J. CoRDINGLEY, Hon. Secretary. 

THE BAND 

After .our customary activity during the summer term, the cancellation ~f camp came to some as an anticlimax. 
others as a relief. This term we have settled down to broaden our outlook, with more emphasis on sight reading, 

Our thanks are due, as always, to the patience and perseverance of Mr. Ullman. 
R. BLAIR GOULD, Band Sergeant. 
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UNITED SERVICES SOCIETY 

Last term the Society held two very successful meetings; Lt.-Col. P. A. Lowe, R.A., gave us a very interesting 
talk on nuclear warfare and the effect of nuclear weapons. Although many of the facts were alarmingly sobering, 
the talk was well illustrated by anecdotes one of which I am sure members will recall with amusement! 

At the last meeting of the term, R. Barlow gave a very balanced paper on the life of Rommel, dispelling many 
of the false stories now current on his early life and his motives in the last war. 

This term we have three meetings planned and we look forward to hearing J. R. Turner on the North Africa 
campaign on November 8th. Our thanks are due, as ever, to Mr. and Mrs. Oldham for their unfailing support 
and generous hospitality. 

D. M. P. LowE, Hon. Secretary. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

This term has been notable for three events. Firstly, for the arrival ofJ. D. Leach, Esq. Secondly, for the visit 
to Bath at the beginning of term; and thirdly, for the acquisition ofa dig on the site ofa Roman villa near Bradford 
Abbas. J. D .. Leach, Esq. has taught us the basic principles of excavation and work is progressing in a highly 
methodical manner. So far one coin, some nails, painted wall plaster and many pieces of assorted pottery, brick 
and tile have been dug up. 

Once again our very genuine thanks to to our Chairman, R. S. Glen, Esq., and also to J. D. Leach~ Esq., for 
the enthusiasm they have instilled into the Society. 

T. J. G. 'NEALL, Hon. Secretary. 

THE EPISTEMONES 

This winter term the Society has already invaded a cellophane factory at Bridgwater. British Cellophane 
entertained us royally for a whole afternoon, the excursion being capped by the prize remark of our agitated guide 
asking us if we could speak English. 

The Society is having a film show later this term, principally concerning science, and it is hoped that a lecturer: 
may be procured before Christmas. 

The Society is extremely grateful to our President, Mr. Beard, for his unfailing heip and enthusiasm. 

J.C. Bowm, Hon. Secretary. 

THE MOTOR CLUB 

P. D. Mace left, and his place was taken by H. C. C. Gosling. R. S. Glen, Esq., continued as President of the 
Club. 

This term there ha\·e, so far, been four films, and attendance at these has been good. A new system of full 
members and associate members has been started. Full members pay two shillings and sixpence, whilst associate 
members pay one shilling, for the films and lectures only. This system has resulted in a large increase in numbers
nevertheless, new members are always welcome. 

During the term another car was bought, and work continued, mainly on Sunday afternoons. As The Shirhumian 
goes to press, the lecture by Maurice Smith, Editor of the Autocar, which was postponed last term, has not yet 
taken place. However, it has been arranged for November 18th and will be reported next term. 

H. C. C. GOSLING, Hon. Secretary. 

THE ORCHESTRA 

In association with a vocal group, the orchestra, less the wind, had an away match at Eddington Priory last 
term. Elements of the strings also supplied accidental music to the production of ,\1uch Ado about Nothing. Because 
of these two engagements, we were unable to form as a full orchestra. Howe\·er, this term the wind have joined 
the strings again to work on a Marching Song by Gustav Holst and Schubert's Fifth Symphony, which, it is hoped, 
will be performed at the concert at the end of term. In spite of welcome reinforcement to the violoncellos, we are 
a slightly smaller orchestra than in previous years, but by no means unpromising. 

\Ve must extend our thanks to J. A. L. Lee for the extraordinary patience and effort which he has always 
applied in his conducting. 

P. P.R. MILLARD. 
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SCOTTISH REEL CLUB 

The Cl.ub's enthusiasm has grown steadily throughout the term, and reached its zenith when D. Allen, Esq., 
Wharton, piped for us .. Our thanks go. to him for entering so wholeheartedly. into our activities and to Mr. Gallia, 
our Chairman, for his ceaseless encouragement and energy. \Ve thank Mr. Gibbs also, for the loan of his room. 
By the end of term we hope to have our own band, which, we trust, will give rise to greater enthusiasm. 

A. G. MILLER, lion. Secretary. 

THE GRAMOPHONE SOCIETY 

The Society has not met as such for some time now. Our main interest is centred on the gramophone library, 
·which houses a large selection of classical records, including forty L.Ps. Although membership is not particularly 
:high, the library has been in constant use throughout the term. 

I should like to express our gratitude to the President, Mr. Wiles. 
R. BLAIR GOULD, lion. Secretary. 
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GAMES 

, · CRICKET, 1961 
' ' ' 

REPORT ON SEASON 
At the beginning of the season, the prospects on paper were very poor, but during the term the tea~ improved 

out of all recognition, and results, whilst being nothing to shout about, were most encouraging. Eight of the team 
will be back next year-youth and inexperience were noticeable in the XI for the first time for several years; this. 
was coupled with promise in the batting. In thirteen innings the School was only dismissed four times for less than. 
two hundred. The bowling lacked penetration though, and against Clifton and Downside in particular was this. 
felt. In all, though, 1961 was a season that showed considerable promise for the future and results that bettered 
expectation. For this the captain, J. M. S. Kennedy, deserves much credit; apart from being first in the bowling· 
averages and second in the batting, he brought a sensible attitude to the game, and thereby increased everyone's. 
enjoyment. 

CHARACTERS 
J. M. S. KENNEDY. A useful all-rounder, who gained steadily in confidence as the summer advanced. Perhaps: 

inclined to try and bowl too fast, and to hit form too soon, but nevertheless, he had an excellent season. 
P. D. R. GouLD. A steady and reliable opening batsman, whose confidence and range of strokes improved throughout 

tlie season. His bowling was not used as much as he would have liked, but he still managed to take one or 
rn·o useful wickets. · 

A. J. \\'HITEWAY. He seemed to have no strokes ~t all, but scored over 300, runs. Extreme watchfulness provided 
. the clue to this paradox, but he ,Vin next season have to develop his stroke play ifhe is to score runs at a reason-

able pace. · · 

T. \V. MARSHALL. A promising young batsman, who only needs confidence, for he has a good r~nge of strokes, but 
·a reluctance to play them. Rather· a clumsy fielder, he mtist practise hard at this aspect of the game. 

A. S. LEGG. A batsman with ability, but who suffered from curious lapses in concentration, and who would allow 
the bowler tel get on top too easiiy. A season in the XI should have given confidence for next year. 

J. H. L. ·HosKY~s--AnRAHAi.L. None of the graces ·of batsmanship here, btit an abundance of determination enabled 
him to p~ay many useful innings-he watched the ball and hit it hard. 

H. s: DOBBS. A lively and usually safe wicket-keeper, needing only more self-confidence to be very good .. Another 
of the players who will find this year's experience useful for 1962. 

J. R. FmLh. Steady left arm bowling'and reliable batting made him a very useful member of the side. Whilst not 
· over quick.to understand the theories about the game, he was a thoughtful and sensible cricketer. 

s. B. GAVIN. Hewas a rough and unpolished player at th~ 'beginning of the seascin, but he learned a good deal as 
the summer advanced, and hi.s bowling improved considerably. . . 

S. P. CAREY. He came into the side late, and bowled and batted steadily enough to stay there. A promising cricketer. 
N. P.H. R. CHAMBERLIN. Potentially the best player in the side, but a complete. inability to concentrate resulted in 

his season being an almost uninterrupted series of failures. However, he was always worth_ playing, ·and he 
should have learned a good deal. · 
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1st XI AVERAGES 
JlArnNG Not Highest 

Innings Out Runs Scott 
P. R. D. Gould 13 0 451 144 
j. M. S. KENNEDY (Captain) 13 376 69 
A. J. WH1TEWAY . • • • 12 0 336 65 
J. R. Field 9 3 138 42 n.o . 
.J. H. L. Hoskyns-Abrahall II 4 154 42 n.o. 
T. W. Marshall .. 12 0 198 56 
A. S. Legg 12 173 41 n.o. 
N. P. H. R. Chamberlin 12 0 116 37 
S. B. Gavin I 

Also batted: S. P. Carey, 8 n.o., 11, o, o n.o. 
7 43 19 

.BOWUNG 
H. S. Dobbs, o, 11, 2 n.o., 2 n.o • 

J.M. S. KENNEDY (Captain) 
S. P. Carey 
J. R. Field 
S. B. Gavin .. 
P. R. D. Gould 
N. P. H. R. Chamberlin 

v. O.Ss 
u. XL Club 
v. Marlborough 
v.M.C.C. 
v. BlundeWs .• 

Overs Maidens Runs Wickets 
167 30 540 
50 13 136 

142.1 35 429 
124.3 17. 387 
113.3 30 408 
107.4 12 390 

Played 11; Won3; Drawn 4; · Lost 4 

RESULTS 
Drawn: School 14o-g; O.Ss 194-6. 
Drawn: School 228; XL Clul> 192-8. 
Lost: School 119; Marlborough 305-3·(dec.). 
Won: School 194-8; M.C.C. 172. 
Won: School 173-g; Blundell's 172. 

(School Matches:-P. 6, W. 2, D. 2, L. 2.) 

FOOTBALL 

24 
6 

16 
13 
II 

9 

Average 
34.69 
31.33 
28.00 
23:00 
22.00 
16.50 
1.').73 
9.67 
7;14 

Average 
22.50 
22.67 
26.81 
29.23 
37.og 
43·33 

Club_:Matches: v. Blackheath "A" lost 9-10; Richmond "A" lost 5-15; Harlequins "A" lost 5-23 

SCHOOL v. TAUNTON 
(Lost o-6) 

The-first School match of the season coincided with the Royal visit of Princess Marina to Sherbome, and with 
the first wet Saturday of term. The rain did not, as it turned out, spoil the match, but it did provide testing con
ditions for a depleted School side looking for its first victory of the season. From the start Sher borne made ground, 
but the advantage was shortlived, and Taunton, adapting themselves to the conditions, were soon pressing. They 
opened the scoring with a penalty-some may have felt that this.was a harsh decision, but the sc01:e reflected the 
advantage of play at this stage and for much of the first half: well served by their halves, they continued to search 
for openings and it was only some excellent tackling by Barwise and Hoskyns-Abrahall which halted some dangerous 
movements before they could develop fully. A few minutes before half-time Sherbome came more into the game
a good movement originated from McDowall and Barwise, but a Taunton kick eventually relieved the pressure 
for them. 

In the second half the game was fairly even for a time as both sides searched for the opening, but the tackling, 
if not the handling, was too good. About now Taunton should have gone further ahead when a long kick, excellently 
placed, fully tested the defence: after some loose play the wing had a clear run in, but he failed to touch down. 
This was a lucky !et-off, but Taunton continued to press; again Sherborne survived with some fine close tackling 
and covering. Once or twice Sherborne pressure showed promise, but it failed to develop, nor could the School 
take advantage of a number of penalty kicks, which persistent Taunton offsides gave them. McDowall kicked well 
on several occasions, but neither he nor Legg brought the backs into the play as an attacking force and Dallas and 
Craig did not receive a pass. One cannot recall a great deal from the closing quarter of the game; a Legg kick failed 
to find an open space in the Taunton defence, and he failed too with an attempt ata dropped goal; this was followed 
by a real chance to draw level from another penalty, but Gavin sliced his kick. So to the closing seconds and to 
the second Taunton penalty-under the posts this time; t,hat settled it and even the staunchest School supporter 
had to admit that the more purposeful side had won, even though they had failed to cross the line. 

Team: Lovell, J. D. Craig, Barwise, Hoskyns-Abrahall, Dallas, Legg, McDowall, Harley, Evans, Greig; Ridgwell, 
Cooper, du Pre, Venning, Gavin; 
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CHELTENHAM lt PTS., SHERBORNE.3 PTS; 

Cheltenham took a long time to establiID any definite superiority over Sherbome; but once they had done so · 
they were good value for their_ win by a goal and two tries to a penarty. goal. _ . 

It was an extraordinary game. All through the first-half, when neither side scored,- there was every indication 
that Sherborne's forwards would ultimately win.the day. - As a team Sherbome were always looking· for the ball, 
while Cheltenham seemed to be content to wait for it to reach them. But, on principle, apparently, Sherborne had 
no use for the long kick ahead in attack and relied almost completely on passing. Since rugby football is primarily 
a handling game Sherborne's methods are right, in theory. But, if reliance is to be placed on passing, fast three
quarters are essential and these Sherborne had. not got. 

Cheltenham's success really turned on the ability of two players-Keith-Roach, the hooker, and Rowland at 
-stand-off half. The hooking of Keith-Roach and some splendidly clean and quick heeling by the pack, which would 
:have been notable in a first-class club side, gave Rowland the extra second of time before. the Sherborne wing 
forwards could get at him. 

MASTERPIECE" 

When the second half got under way the Cheltenham pack could barely be recognized as the same eight 
players. They put life into their loose play and at once the initiative pa:sssed from Sherbome. Cheltenham's first 
try was a masterpiece of individual play by Rowland. Getting the ball from a lineout on the left wing he went 
.diagonally and untouched through the Sherborne defence and touched down near the corner flag on the right wing. 
Hamilton-Smith converted. 

Though he was not the actual scorer Rowland was also the architect of two more tries. For the first he got the· 
ball from loose play on the halfway line and ran nearly 50 yards and Griffiths, the left centre, had only to take 
a 11h.ort pass to score. Then a heel from a tight scrummage gave another long run to Rowland and an opening 
for Warren to score the final try. In the closing minutes there was a penalty against Cheltenham and McDowall, 
who had failed with two earlier efforts, kicked a goal. 

Cheltenham: P. J. Wilson; G. M. Day, J. F. Warren, J. M. Griffiths, P. A. Baker; E. L. Rowland, J. M. P .. 
Jones; T. Hamilton-Smith, P. d'A. Keith-Roach (captain), R. C. H. Smythe, D. R. Turner, N. B. Thomas, C. A._ 
Woolett, I. M. Sinclair,]. Cooke. 

Sherborne: G. H. Clayton; J. D. Craig (captain), A. H. Barwise, J. H. L. Hoskyns-Abrahall, M. F. Dallas; 
A. S. Legg, C.J. E. McDowall; A. S. Harley, F. F. Evans, R.H. Cooper,]. C. Ridgwell, G. R. Barlow, M. G. K. 
du Pre, R. M. Venning, P.J. Humphrey. -

Referee: I. W. Pearce (Gloucestersihre Society). 

(C) The Times Publishing Company Limited, 1961. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted, by 
permission, from The Times of October 30, 1961. 

SCHOOL v. BLUNDELLS 

4TH NOVEMBER 

A day of bright sun, with hardly a breath of wind, and. the ground had dried out, so that a fast game was to 
be expected. 

The School played towards Sherborne and spent most of the first ten minutes in their ov:n half. -Then Gadn 
relieved with a long kick which the Blundells' back failed to hold in the sun; it bounced forward off hiit chest, and 
Gavin, following up very fast, caught it on the bounce and got within five yards of their line before he was brought 
down. From the ensuing scrum, Blundells were penalised under the posts, and l\.kDowall duly converted a sitter. 
It was a pity that a number of the School clapped the penalty award in their excitement. 

Blundells were soon back and besieged the School line for some minutes, until a free kick brought relief. After 
25 minutes, a break by Legg and Candler took the game to Blundells' twenty-five, and another free kick went right 
of the posts. Pressure was kept up until the School got the ball from a scrum near the line; it went right along 
the outsides, including Gavin, for Barwise to get over by the comer-flag. The kick failed. 

The School were now 6-o, againstthe run of the play. Shortly before half-time the School scrum lost the ball 
from a wheel; it WilS snapped up by Blundells, whose right ·centre ran very fast to score in the corner. The kick 
failed, and the School crmsed over leading 6-3. -

Many probably felt that this lead was not enough. The School now had to face the sun; the Blund~lls' p~ck 
had got down quicker, and had several times got the ball against the.loose head, and at least two of their outsides 
had shown a dangerous tum of speed. If Blundells had not incurred penalties at critical moments, they might well 
have .been on top. . . . 

But such forebodings proved wrong. The School pack got more lively, and Blundells seemed to tire. Play was 
now mainly in the Blundells' half. Gavin got \vithin ten yards, a forward rush lociked promising, and after 25 minutes 
the School got a pushover try far on the left, too far tq convert-S-3· · Blundells-rallied, bt1t :a good kick from 0Legg 
droveHhem back,. and in the closing minutes a passing movement, in which many took part, made a lot of ground. 
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The School deserved to win a game in which there was plenty of excitement. But the play was often scrappy, 
as is apt to ~appen in School matches, especially when the pace began to tell. Passes were dropped in the centrh, 
not all of them bad ones, so that the wings seldom got even half a chance,·and there were lapses in.defence. whice• 
might have proved cos\ly .. Gavin at full-back showed notable enterprise, though naturally a bit uncertain in his. 
positioning .... · 

Team: Gavin, A.H. Barwise, J.· D. Craig, Candler, M. F. Dallas, Legg, McDowall, Ha:riey, F. S. Evans. 
R. H. Cooper, H. C. Ridgwell, Barlow, M. G. K. du Pre, Venning, Humphrey. 

SCHOOL v. DOWNSIDE 
Played at Downside, N'o\:ember 1 Ith. Won, 11-9 

A particularly heavy dmvnpour at lunch-time made everyone fear the worst for conditions at Downside, and. 
these were confirmed on arrival. Greasy Mendip mud, coupled with a biting and powerful cross wind, led one to 
expect an agonising game for players and spectators alike. However, the rain itselfheld off, and both sides overcame 
the difficult conditions sufficiently .to. treat us to a fine match. Inevitably, the game .was largely dominated by for
wards; frozen hands, a: greasy ball, and a ·greasier surface' made it no day for _thre~qu.ar~ers. ·Admittedly, in the 
early stages, with the School getting the ball well from loose and tight, ther.e were a number of attempt to open up 
the play, but little happened that encouraged hopes that real penetration would b.e achieved this way, and soon 
Legg rightly changed to offensive kicking, which he continued to use most effectively for much of the game. He 
and McDowall combined well, and for most of the first half they used the forwards' superiority to apply constant 
press~re~ Had, the Downside full-backs been·-less reliable-and conditions would have excused a much less distin
guished performani:e-the School would undoubtedly have scored more, for the fonrnrds were quick to follow up 
every opportunity. ' · ·· . 

The first try was the result of these tactics. Good kicking had taken play nearly to the Do\vnside line. Then, 
a tight s.crum; the chance of a push-over try that kept Downside heads shoving furiously; the ball held by the back 
row long enough fo keep opponents guessing and supporters in an agony of anticipation. At last, with a perfectly 
timed heel, McDowall was over for a try which he then converted. Downside, however, immediately replied with 
a penalty. ·Five minutes later, one of their kicks was misfielded and, with the School defence a little ,slow to react, 
a Dmrnside. player picked up the loose ball and was over for an unconverted try. Thus, after twenty minutes, they 
were a point up. After another five minutes, with a Downside forward temporarily off the field, ano.ther beautifully 
controlled· heel, fifteen yards out, gave· McDowall a second· solo try, and the first half ended with Legg's kicking 
and the forwards' collecti,·e fire and efficiency the dominating features of the play. · 

Much of the second half followed the same pattern. Heavy Sher borne pressure. was nearly rewarded by a 
push-over try; even after this, good kicking kept Downside pinned well within their own half. Eventually, a well
placed kick was very well followed by Evans, who kept his head and his balance and dribbled over to make the score 
11-6. Then, strangely, the School seemed slightly to relax-or perhaps the unfamilia~ mud had exhausted them. At 
all events, Downside gradually began to gain possession much more regularly, and it was the School's turn to hold 
on. Suddenly, the wind seemed to strike more chill through Sherborne overcoats on the touchline; an athletic 
Downside supporter went whooping up and down the far side of the field, and a five-point lead began to look 
barely sufficient. One assault was only relieved by a penalty on the line. Then a break by their scrum half was 
followed by a quick loose heel; a threequarter movement which would have been impressive on a dry day was 
challenged with almost painful slowness by the School outsides, and their left wing scored. A fine try, but far 
enough out to prevent the conversion which would have levelled the scores, For a few moments, the.School attacked 
again; but a good loose heel only resulted in a dropped pass, and a series of Downside boots rushed the ball once 
more towards the Sherborne line. One's watch became almost as important as the play; but Do,rnside were just 
not good enough to· create a scoring opportunity, and the final whistle went with the School narrow; but worthy, 
winners. They had.achieved victory by their superiority at half back, and by the collecti,·e-and inevitably largely 
anonymous-dforts of their forwards, especially in scrummaging. 

Team: Gavin, Candler, J. D. Craig, Brmrn,.M. F. Dallas, .A; S. Legg, McDowall, W'atney, F. S. Evans, R.H. 
Cooper,.H. C. Ridgwell, Barlow, M. G. K. du Pre, Vi;nning, Kemp. 

CROSS-COUNTRY 1961 

The prospects for the 1961 season appeared to be good at first. Four old colours were available, as well as 
Harland, who had represented the School in the mile during the-athletic season. When the season started, however, 
so did the inevitable ailments. Of the five·obvious choices for the 1st VIII, one had his: leg, and another his arm, 
in plaster, and ·two soon retired to bed. with·'flu. In spite of this,·there was little difficulty in running both 1st and 
2nd Vllls, but naturally.the results were not as good as had been hoped originally. The fixtures consisted of matches 
against Allhallows, Blundells, Bryanston, Canford, Dauntseys, Powns.ide and Milton Abbey, and although some 
qf the· re~ults. wer!! very '.close, especially. in. the triangular matche~, morale was raised even higher by a convincing 
win by both eights in their last match, against Dauntseys, on thei,r c9u~se. · ' 

The Inter-House Cross-Country Competition was well supported, as usual, by both r~nn~r~ and sp~ctators. 
This year the field was much larger, as Houses were allowed to enter up to nine competitors, and the competition 
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was run in excellent conditions. The race was won by Betts, followed closely by Paulson-Ellis. Lyon House was 
awarded the Cup; The Green, School House B, Harper and Abbey occupied second, third, fourth and fifth places, 
respectively. ~;. • 

The team was captained this. year by J. B. Betts, wh:> ran well ·throughout the season, supported by T. J. 
Williamson, who rejoined thet1::1in afthe end of the term. Colours were awarded, for the first time, to:J. D. Paulson
Ellis, M. F. Dallas, P. C. S. Hodgson, D ... M. P. Lowe, M:-G. Palin and A. G. ·Miller. 

T.C.S. 

SHOOTING 

Some rather better scores were made in the last three matches of term, but in none of them did we reach a 
total of 500. We lost to Allhallows (away), and to Marlborough (at Mere, where we met Bruton· and Downside also) 
Thus, after its usual brief Stay with us, the Martin-Carey Cup went back to Marlborough, who were at the top of 
their form. The last match, v. Clifton (away), was our second success of the term: we had our lapses, and were lucky 
to find .Clifton right off form. 

The term's record did not promise well for Eisley, and our performance there was no better than we expected. 
In the Gale and Polden shoots, only Atkinson, Kinnersly and Reynolds (junior) came in the prize lists. The Ashburton 
was shot in a tricky wind, so that scores were on the low side, especially at 500 yds.: but with 489 we could only 
achieve 5oth place out of 100 schools, and the Cadet Pair with 115 were 61st out of 93. No one got into the Schools' 
Hundred: Wheatley's 65 was very close to it, and won him the Hew James Cup. The Martin Smithwick awards 
went to Kinnersly (Senior) and Reynolds (Junior). 

It should be said that R.S.M. Alden was unable to come to Eisley with us, since he was due at Camp early next 
day and was e\·en more needed at the Armoury. This is the first time the team have had to go without their coach, 
and it may have affected morale: but as was said above, the term's scores did not encourage hopes. Luckily J. D. 
Peter-Hoblyn was at Pirbright, and gave us much kind help, as well as arranging for the team to use the Army's 
new weapons. Our thanks to him, as well as to R.S.l\f. Alden for the energy and enthusiasm with which he sees to 
all our needs. 

G.G.G. 

SQUASH RACKETS 

TJ,e Shirburnicn gees to press tefore the squash season has really started, and so there is, at the moment, little 
to report. 

P. R. D. Gould is the new C;::.ptain :o.nd the only other badge from last year is A. 1\1. l\fartin. Mackay-Dick 
locks the mcst promising of these \\ho will be struggling to get into the side and, although the st:mdard of these 
players clces not appear to l:e noticeably abO\·e average, there should be keen competition amongst them. 

1 he School fixtures will be much the same as last year. Canford, Downside ar.d :'.Iarlborough will be played 
during the Lent term and there is to be a new fixture against Blundells. 

The House Cup has been held by Harper for as long as anyone can rememl;cr, but thi3 year it seems as if they 
may be in grave danger of surrendering it. At least two other Houses appear stronger, on paper, on present form 
anyway. 

As last year, a weekly course for beginners is being held. Six boys from each House attend a demonstration 
and are then given the opportunity of playing with a member of the squash team or with the Master l/C Squash. 
Let's hcpe that this will produce a potential amateur champion. 

1st XV results: v. :l\farlborough, lost 3-9; v. Radley, won 8-3. 
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VALETE 

SCHOOL HOUSE 

J. P. PARRY-came I9571-VI (Group II Hand Ea)-Head of House; Upper Sixth; 2nd XV '60; 2nd XI 
Hockey '60, '61; 2nd XI Cricket '60, Captain '6I; Boxing Team '58, '59; P.T. Instructor with badge; Hon. Secretary 
Le Cenacle; Member of Duffers, Green Ribbon, Wildman; C.P.O. in C.C.F. (R.N. Section)-to King's College, 
Cambridge. 

J. W. W. PrrrARD--came I9581-Gen V-L/Cpl. in C.C.F. (R.A.F. Section)-to Business. 
N. E. WILSON-came I9583-Gen V-A.B. in C.C.F. (Naval Section)-to Law. 

ABBEY HOUSE 

M. G. K. du PRi~--Came I956 3-VI (Group II Hand Ea)-Head of House; Upper Sixth; IS! XV '61; 2nd XI 
Cricket '60, '61; Boxing Team '57, Colours '58, '59, '60, captain '61; Fives Team '60, '6I; P.T. Instructor with 
badge; Member of Duffers, Wildman, Les Philosophes, Green Ribbon Club; Sgt. in C.C.F.-to University (?} 
and Chartered Accountancy. 

R.H. KEMP-came 19563-VI (Group IIIa)-School Prefect; Upper Sixth; Captain of 2nd XV '61; Athletics 
Team '59, '60; Colours '61; Gym Colours '60, '61; P.T. Instructor with badge; Member of Alchemists, Le Cenacle, 
Wildman, Les Philosophes; Sgt. in C.C.F.-to University. 
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THE GREEN 

R. B. C. ScoTT--came 19563-VI (Group II Hand Ea)-Head of School; Upper Sixth; 3rd XV '60, '61; 
Athletics Team '58, '60, '61; Boxing Team '57, '58, '59, colours '60, '61; House Hockey Colours '60; P.T. Instructor 
with badge; Hon. Secretary Duffers, Les Philosophes; Member of Alchemists, Green Ribbon Club, Music Club, 
Le Cenac!e; Christopher Warren Prize '58, History Essay Prize '61; R.S.M. in C.C.F.-to University and Industry. 

R. BARLow--came 19571-VI (Group llia)-School Prefect; Athletics Team '59, Colours '60, Secretary '61; 
Cross-country colours '60, '61; Trebles '59; P.T. Instructor; Member of United Services Society; P.O. in C.C.F. 
(R.N. Section)-to the Army or Further Studies. 

J. R. TURNER-came 195i-VI (Group Illa)-House Prefect; Upper Sixth; House Rugger Colours '61; 
P.T. Instructor; Member of United Services Society; C.S.M. in C.C.F.-to R.M.A. Sandhurst. 

A.]. LONSDALE-came 19581-VI (Group Illc)-A L/S in C.C.F. (Naval Section)-to Accountancy. 

HARPER HOUSE 

L. H. PARSONS-Came 195J1-VI (Group II H and Ea)-School Prefect; Upper Sixth; Editor of Shirburnian; 
Boxing Team '59, Colours '61; P.T. Instructor; Member of Duffers, Wildman, Le Cenacle, Green Ribbon Club, 
Les Philosophes; Sgt. in C.C.F.-to Army or La Sorbonne, Paris, and Trinity College, Oxford. 

P. H. T. M1MPR1ss--came 1957 3-VI (Group II Hand Ea)-House Prefect; Upper Sixth; P.T. Instructor; 
Member of Green Ribbon Club; Cpl. in C.C.F.-to Law(?). 

D. W. B. TAYLOR-came 19573-GEV-House Prefect; P.T. Instructor; L/Cpl. in C.C.F. -to Agriculture. 

P.A. COOPER-came 19583-MLV-Cdt. in C.C.F.-to Dijon University and Wine Trade. 

ABBEYLANDS 

S. A. A. CARDEN-came 19571-VI (Group II H and E)-Head of House; P.T. Instructor; Member of 
Wildman; L/Cpl. in C.C.F.-to Agriculture. 

A. L. HoLMEs--came 19571-VI (Group Illa)-School Prefect; Cpl. in C.C.F.-to Grenoble and London 
University. 

R.J. TORRENS-came 19573-VI (Group IIIa)-::-.fember of Alchemists; Cpl. in C.C.F.-to London University 
and Retail Electrical Trade. 

LYON HOUSE 

M. E. H. \V1rn.ffLEY--came 1957 2---GEVI-School Prefect; House Rugger Colours; Boxing Team '58, '59, 
'Go, Colours '61; Shooting Team '60, captain '61; Member of United Services Society; C.S.M. in C.C.F.-to C.N.D. 

D. M. P. LowE--came 19573-VI (Group II H and Ea)-School Prefect; House Rugger Colours; Cross
country colours '61 ; Athletics Team '61; Hon. Secretary United Services Society; Member of Green Ribbon Club, 
Wildman; Sgt. in C.C.F.-Scholarship to R.M.A. Sandhurst. 

P. N. MuNGALL--came 1957 3-VI (Group II Hand E)-Boxing Colours '60; MeJtber of \Vildman, Green 
Ribbon Club, Les Philosophes; Cpl. in C.C.F.-to London University. 

J. C. SANDERS-came 1957 3---Gen V-Member of Music Club; L/Cpl. in C.C.F.-to Business. 

WESTCOTT HOUSE 

M. G. L. BAKER-came 19563-VI (Group II Hand Ea)-School Prefect; Upper Sixth; House Rugger Colours; 
P.T. Instructor; Member of Duffers, Les Philosophes, Green Ribbon Club; \Vildman,James Rhoades, Le Cenaclc; 
Sgt. in C.C.F.-to Emmanuel College, Cambridge, and La Sorbonne, Paris. 

J. W. F. BROWN-came 1957•-VI (Group II Hand Ea)-School Prefect; Upper Sixth; 2nd XV '60; 2nd XI 
Cricket '61; 1st XI Hockey '61; P.T. Instructor; Member of Green Ribbon Club; Cpl. in C.C.F.-to British 
Institute in Paris or Magdalene College, Cambridge. 

M. Sr. G. HONNOR--came 19573-VI (Group 1)-House Prefect; Upper Sixth; P.T. Instructor; Member 
of Duffers, Wildman, lnterpr(tes, Music Club, Le Cenacle;Junior Langmuir Literary Prize '58;Junior Langmuir 
Art Prize '59; School Drawing Prize '60; Senior Langmuir Art Prize '61; L/Cpl. in C.C.F.-to \Vorcester College, 
Oxford. 

J. N. G. SHERWEN--Came 19581-Gen V-A L/S in C.C.F. (Naval Section)-to Quantity Surveying. 
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