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NOTEBOOK 

Congratulations 

To Mr. and Mrs. Riley on the birth of a 
daughter. 

To J. M. Bradley (a 1960-1965) who has been 
awarded a Senior Scholarship at Trinity College, 
Cambridge. 

To the Golf Team on winning the Plate at 
Burnham, to the Sailing Team on bringing back 
the shield presented by Old Cliftonian H. A. 
Wilton, Esq. for the Sherborne/Clifton match, 
and also to R. 0. Dorman and R. A. D. Pugh 
on coming first in the Public Schools Fly-casting 
Championships (R. 0. Dorman also won the 
individual competition). 

In a different vein, congratulations to the 
School Prefect who went to afternoon lessons at 
4.30; and to the Housemaster who said 'Nine 
times out of ten, yes; but there's always the 
twentieth time.' 

A dismal Ascension Day for most. It was said 
to be the wettest and windiest for many, many 
years. 

We note with pleasure the advent of a new 
school publication, the Sherborne Journal. This, 
a fortnightly four-page newsheet, will possibly 
replace the termly Shirburnian, which will be 
perpetuated as an annual magazine appearing 
at Commem. The Journal is on trial for a year, 
during which the Shirburnian continues nor
mally. We wish the former the best of luck. 

Over thirty years ago a Sherborne boy (now 
a parent with two sons here) built an aeroplane 
while at the school. Now a hovercraft is being 
constructed. We hope that it will not be another 
third of a century before more enterprises of this 
kind are undertaken. 

We notice that, for once, the Ministry of 
Transport appears to act in concert in Sherborne. 
The railway track has been singled, while Ottery 
Lane has been extensively widened. The usual 
complication, however, was provided by the 
train which, becoming derailed, rendered the 
single track unusable and forced the second, 
now rusted, to be temporarily reopened. 

Mention must be made of the match against 
the South African Schoolboys XI. The Sherborne 
team, reinforced ~by two boys from Canford, 
appeared as the Dorset Schools XI, but un
fortunately shared the fate of most other sides 
who had played the South Africans. 

During the term we also played host to unusual 
guests, the Public School Lodges of Freemasonry, 
for their first meeting here since 1914, and to the 
boys ar.d staff of Sherborne House, Bermondsey, 
for their regular visit. None the less the Masonic 
connection (1908) is the older-Sherborne House 
l::eing 1921. 

Cleaning the stonework of the Abbey has much 
improved its appearance; the school's second 
oldest date (1569) has never been plainer to see. 

OBITUARY 

The death is announced of Brigadier H. 
Gibl::ons (g. 1912-15). From 1959 to 1961 he was 
Secretary of the O.S. Society. 

Also of H.J. Kittermaster (Staff 1926-27) >who 
was six times capped for England at Rugger. 
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RETIREMENTS 
J. H. RANDOLPH (1922-67) 

A total of forty-five years of teaching at 
Sherborne, prolonged eight years beyond the 
normal age of retirement; sixteen years in 
command of the Corps; head of the Maths 
Department for many years, and again for a 
brief spell in his last year; housemaster of Abbey
lands from 1940 to 1955. This summary looks 
impressive enough, but is quite inadequate to 
describe one of the most colourful figures of the 
Sherborne scene. 

J. H. R.'s father died young, leaving his mother 
with seven children to educate, long before the 
advent of the Welfare State. All three boys went 
to Christ's Hospital. J.H.R. himself was old 
enough to be involved in the First World War 
on the Western Front: as an officer in the R.A. 
he was with Fifth Army in the critical days of 
March 1918. On demobilisation he went up to the 
Queen's College, Oxford, with a scholarship in 
Mathematics. It is on record that he was then 
quite slim, but when he reached Sherborne in 
1922 the familiar contours were notable enough 
to win him the nickname of 'Doughey', whilst 
his fellow 'new boy', R. S. Thompson, was 
christened 'Longbun'. 

With his quick brain, enterprise and restless 
energy he was from the start prominent in many 
school activities. For many years it was the 
custom for masters to take leading parts in school 
plays, usually Shakespeare, and no cast w~s 

complete without him. It was always the comic 
parts which came his way: his Polonius, Dog
berry, Belch and Falstaff will not be forgotten 
by those who saw them. He appeared as the 
Usher in 'Trial by Jury': his swansong on the 
stage was as Henry VIII in '1066 and All That' 
with his wife as Catherine Parr. He was brilliant 
too in biblical charades, as the Great Gulf 
between Dives and Lazarus, or the Rising Sun 
at the Sacrifice of Isaac. 

A good eye and determination ensured above 
average performance at most games. For over 
fifteen years he coached the 2nd XV with notable 
success, and, for a while, the Colts; he played 
cricket for the Town and on the Upper; his 
lightning jabs could be deadly on the tennis 
court; and by constant practice he became one of 

the few proficient golfers on the Staff, a formid
able opponent in every way. But his real love has 
long been fishing, with shooting when it came his 
way:, to complete the trio, he has also been 
known to hunt when the Blackmore Vale met in 
the Courts, picturesquely attended by H.F.W.H. 
and G.J.B.W. 

He has had many other Spare Time Activities 
(to borrow a phrase from the arduous world of 
Scouting), for his quick, decisive brain has 
always enabled him to despatch any business 
faster than most of us. An expert Bridge player, 
he shows great patience with more obtuse ones; 
and many will recall hilarious evenings of Vingt
et-un on Greenhill, where in a certain flat the 
echoes of his croupier French surely still mingle 
with the taste of oysters. A firm Conservative, he 
has always fought stoutly for the cause, and for 
some years has been chairman and now president 
of the local division: on Election nights he would 
preside with gusto at informal parties lasting 
into the small hours. But he would regard politics 
as a citizen's duty no less than as an exciting 
game: so here it is apposite to record that he has 
been a keen member of Rotary since he became 
Founder President of the Sherborne Branch in 
1937, and latterly active on Sherborne R.D.C. 
and in the general affairs of Bishop's Caundle, 
where he now lives. 

He had studied Theology at Oxford, and 
emerged as a firm Modern Churchman, in spite 
of at least one of the Headmasters under whom he 
has served. For many years he was one of the 
panel who awarded the School English Essay 
Prize: those who recall his tributes in the 
Shirburnian to R. S. M. Brown ('the Major'), 
and very recently to Dr. Cundy will agree that he 
is a master of the 'mot juste'. And like Dr. Cundy 
he could have been a success at Latin and Greek. 

But it is time to say something of his main 
interests. Of Mathematics, a layman and idiot 
can only say that he embraced the New Maths 
at an age when to most of us all change is abhor
rent. His sixteen years in command of the Corps 
won him the rank of Lt.-Colonel: in 1929 he 
succeeded L. H. Jaques at short notice, and was 
thus almost the first C.O. with experience of 
modern war. This fact, and his personal qualities, 
made him a notable commander. Under him the 
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Corps achieved the reputation it has held ever 
since, with the emphasis more on realistic field 
training than on drill. Life was never dull for the 
officers who served under him, though tough 
men have been known to say that their knees 
shook if they were anywhere near him on a hot 
day or in hilly country. In 1939 he was about to 
hand over command when Hitler spoilt his 
plans:, so for another six years he went on, in a 
job made more arduous by the claims of a House 
and the Home Guard, as well as by 'the Major's' 
sad accident. 

He soon celebrated his 'demobilisation' by 
getting married, thereby ensuring that a lady 
already well known in Sherborne remained 
amongst us. When the time came to leave 
Abbeylands, they moved out six miles to Bishops 
Caundle, to a house big enough to take their 
lively family of five; there he took to growing 
vegetables, and woe betide a son who failed to 
distinguish between weeds and young cabbages. 
All the children, and both parents, had to get to 
different schools at various times, a problem for 
which maths and military training may have been 
useful; in summer there was the further problem 
of early morning school, for which he once 
arrived two hours early. 

So now, in farewell, we doff our hats to a 
familiar figure who has never been seen out of 
doors without one, and we thank him for all 
that he has done for Sherborne, both School and 
Town. Living in the country, he has been less 
often among us lately; but his many interests will 
keep him in touch, and he has two bright sons 
in the school. He is, after all, still quite a young 
man. 

G.G.G. 

H. C. W. DA VIS (1928-67) 

Harry Davis came in 1928 from Cheltenham 
and University College, London, where he had 
been a scholar. He was appointed by C.L.F. 
Boughey to work up the then infant Biology 
Department. We now know how well he did 
just that, and over all but forty years first 
reorganised and then maintained it. When he 
arrived, the subject was not an established one 
as it has since become. There was a general 
dearth in the country of satisfactory school 
textbooks and at Sherborne no one had really 
given much thought to the matter of teaching 
space. H.C.W.D. began by tackling the first 
difficulty, working out a full ordered course in a 
series of comprehensive notes-textbook in all 
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but name. The Department increased in size, 
and success soon brought in turn its own prob
lems of elbow room. Much of the work was at 
that time done in the 240 square feet of what was 
then known as Lab X (now the Physics Store
room). A photo still exists of master and ten 
boys in search of knowledge, cramped along a 
twenty foot bench; but what is now a quaint 
relic was then dead serious propaganda to the 
Governors-to induce action. 

Actually in 1936 an anonymous benefactor 
offered a fine room to be built over the existing 
Physics lab. The secret of his identity was for 
long better kept than most. Today it is so no 
more and surely no one but A.H.T.R. could have 
both given the new lab and dubbed it a wedding 
present to the man who was to work in it (Harry 
Davis was married in that year). The 'recipient' 
went forthwith to Cambridge and scoured the 
place for the latest ideas in fitments and apparatus. 
Now in recent years the 'New' Biology Lab 
has become the 'Old', and how shall a mere non
scientist say whether and in what way the latest 
addition is an improvement? But, for the record, 
in 1936 Baird and Tatlock, the well-known 
scientific furnishers, said that never in all their 
experience had they seen a specification so 
complete and carefully worked out. 

Here then, for the large remainder of his span, 
worked H.C.W.D. with his methodical exposi
tions and beautiful blackboard diagrams (often 
enough colleagues following him felt it a sin to 
rub them out) and his 1200 slides, a special 
collec:ion made on the premises and built up 
from absolutely nothing. May it not seem unkind 
to say that always there were several chemists, 
several physicists, but (for a very great part of his 
time) only one biologist. To calculate the exact 
nLJmber of doctors in whose launching Davis thus 
played a vital part would be a labour of days, 
but they must number several hundreds. 

This summer, happily timed, there is to appear 
a learned book on Microscopy by an old pupil, 
ex-Lyon, now a distinguished research worker in a 
northern university; in it will be read the 
following: 

'This book is gratefully dedicated to 
Henry Cecil Waring Davis 

B.Sc. London 
Biology Master at Sherborne School 
whose stimulating and careful teaching 
first kindled my interest in the biological 

sciences.' 
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Not all leavers get, or perhaps deserve, so 
pleasant and appropriate a parting gift. 

Harry Davis' first interest was in teaching and 
herein lay his greatest contribution to the school. 
But of course, that was not the end of it. For 
yea;s he took Senior Leagues, and-incredible 
though it may now sound in these keen times
those were the days when we referees, exhausted 
by the necessity for constant exhortation of the 
laggards, were often the weariest men on the 
field at the end. For a period too, an excellent 
shot himself, he ran the VIII (though he never 
held a commission) to help the Corps out of a 
difficulty. 

Not infrequently some observant eyes may 
have noticed the meticulously executed water 
colours, rather modern in style, put on exhibition 
by the Sher borne Art Club-of which incidental!Y 
he was at one time Secretary. Few perhaps will 
have known the gramophile. In bachelor digs in 
Acreman Street, Thursday lunch hour, sacred to 
Christopher Stone (disc jockeys just don't come 
that quality today) remains a happy memory
and so on to the sizeable store of L.P.'s today. 
But all, and they are many, who have known this 
modest self-effacing man as teacher or colleague 
will have enjoyed and valued his quiet humour 
and above all his never failing tolerance and 
kindness. 

To Mrs. Davis too, Sherborne may well be 
grateful. Gerald Rickett, that great school 
doctor, used to say he knew of no better nurse 
and, over the years, the San, as well as several 
houses, could perhaps hardly have got by without 
her deft help in the grim epidemics that seemed 
so common in those days. 

Our very best wishes to them both in retir~

ment and as they will still be in Sherborne will 
they ~lease to remember that this ought to mean 
it's never quite goodbye. 

A.B.G. 

W. H. ANSTICE-BROWN (1953-67) 

The School heard with regret that Mr. Anstice
Brown had decided to retire in July from his 
teaching here in order to devote more time to 
his own work. 

An Old Boy of Lyon House, he returned to 
Sherborne to take charge of the Art School in 
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1953. He had distinguished himself at the Slade, 
and very soon he made his mark on the artistic 
fraternity of the School and surrounding district. 
His own distinctive style of painting, characterised 
by meticulous draughtsmanship, in which he 
sometimes blends his taste for the formal with 
highly imaginative treatment of the original, has 
become a feature of local exhibitions. His 'Port 
of Sherborne' which typifies that side of his work, 
now hangs in the Digby. Through his insistence a 
kiln was bought and the pottery side of work in 
the Art School has steadily developed, as has 
the making of models, and the production of lino 
cuts. 

The Annual Art Exhibitions have been a 
feature of Commemoration, and even the amateur 
viewer, like the writer, could not fail to be 
impressed by the width and variety of what has 
been on display as well as the works of obvious 
distinction. Boys have increasingly been en
couraged to enter for the 'O' and 'A' G.C.E. 
examination, where the record has been one of 
regular successes; and the number of senior 
boys who have chosen Art as a Subsidiary 
Subject is a tribute to the pleasure and satis
faction that they have found in the Art School. 

For those naturally gifted, expert tuition and 
steady encouragement have never failed; some 
pupils have since become professional artists. 
But perhaps W.H.A.B.'s greatest reward is the 
number of unlikely boys, not otherwise such as to 
enthuse over boarding-school life, whom he has 
sympathetically led to'.'find themselves in their 
art and so become contented members of the 
community. 

Versatile, genial, modest, tactfully critical, Mr. 
Anstice-Brown has been the part, and on occasion 
looked it as when he came back from Italy, where 
he had been on a Goldsmith's Travelling Scholar
ship, complete with impressive beard! 

It is good to know that he will continue living 
in his charming house in Sherborne, and that we 
shall continue to see him and his family, as well 
as his work. We wish him all good fortune in 
his bold and challenging venture; and thank 
him for what he has done for the School. 

H.F.W.H. 
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No.18 

'Three rooms under the library which are at 
present used as classrooms are totally unfit for 
that purpose, and their use as such should be 
discontinued as soon as possible.' 

Report ofH.M. Inspectors 1905. 

Long since have two of the three been combined 
to form the Lower Library and now the teaching 
days of No. 18 (quite apart from any H.M.I. 
recommendation) are numbered. Ah well! 

Of the first twenty-six years after its institution 
in 1855 nothing is known, but since 1881 there 
have been but three main occupants and to the 
present tenant (arriving at a time when every 
master had his own room, but as new boy going 
thankfully wherever he was sent) it has not been 
'totally unfit' so much as the snuggest and 
quietest of corners, warm in winter, cool in 

5 

summer, secluded and free from unwanted 
extraneous noises. (Warm at least since 1950 when 
a faulty connection in the pipes was discovered 
and an hour's work with spanner, reversing the 
flow, put an end to conditions that even the 
most frantic stoking had not always alleviated. 
Secluded always-a threatening proposal in 1938 
to pull down All Hallows wall and open up the 
view was mercifully defeated.) 

It is good that the place will still be very much 
in use as muniment room and study, a memorial 
to Sir Eric Beckett. It is planned to bring down 
the archives cupboard from No. 3, and the 
ancient books together with a show case from the 
Upper Library. The pictures will remain, some in 
suitable storage, some on the walls in changing 
exhibitions. And for the other decorations
limbo. 

AVE ATQUE VALE. 

PAST 
A. H. T. ROSS-Two INCIDENTS 

J. Roper (a 1900-04) writes: 

'It happened in the Easter term of 1902 when 
we were enjoying a spell of skating on the Lake, 
and that hefty Norwegian, Knut Langaard, was 
demonstrating his skill on skates by jumping the 
'Danger' boards. 

I had skated up the narrow part of the Lake 
to Pinford Bridge, and on the way had met three 
girls walking down, and overtook them on the 
way back,, shortly before the entrance to the 
Lake proper, where I joined F. H. Robinson, 
who was sitting on a barrel frozen into the ice. 
Shortly after, the three girls passed us and turned 
towards the North bank and we saw Ross skating 
up to join us. At the same moment there was a 
crack, and the leading girl went through the ice, 
and with one of those snipe like swerves, sym
bolised so aptly by his nickname, he made for 
qle spot without an instant's hesitation while 
Robinson and I grabbed the other two girls who 
were edging towards the hole and pulled them 
back. 

Alas, before Ross reached the hole he himself 
went through the ice, and I can see him now flail
ing with his arms as he swam, to break down 

the ice which separated him from the drowning 
girl whom he eventually reached and supported. 
Very promptly a ladder was brought, upon which 
they were both hauled out. The quickness of his 
decision and change of course was so typical of 
him, and undoubtedly saved the girl's life, in 
acknowledgement of which he was suitably 
embraced by the two sisters. 

There was a fitting finale on the last day of 
term, when at Prizegiving in the Big Schoolroom, 
Mr. Stokes, the Chairman of the Sherbome 
U.D.C. presented him with the Bronze Medal of 
the Royal Humane Society.' 

In The Western Gazette (17 /2/67) a correspondent 
writing from Milbome Port recalled: 

'It was on 17th February, 1902 when Miss 
Hyde went with her sister-in-law, now 92 and 
still alive in America, to enjoy the skating on 
Sherbome lake. Miss Hyde fell through the ice 
and was pulled to safety by Mr. Trelawny-Ross, 
who was then a Sherborne School boy. 

She presented him with a Bible 'for memory's 
sake; and last summer Mr. Ross, with his sister, 
Miss Ross, came to visit the lady, now Mrs. E. 
Newton, and brought the Bible with him to show 
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her. Although now 91, she still has very clear 
memories of the accident. She only wished she 
could have attended the memorial service to 
'such a gallant gentleman.' 

* * * * * 
From a Governors' Minute Book: 

'Great credit is due to the Head of the School 
(A. H. Ross) for his promptitude in dealing with 
the fire in the Studies.' 

(In over 400 years of continuous school 
records this is the only entry of its kind.) 

The date was 16th June, 1905, Pageant Week 
in Sherborne, during which Alick Ross, holding 
aloft the silken banner (still treasured in School 
House) had led the school in 'The granting of the 
Charter' episode before audiences totalling some 
30,000. 

Two unique overlapping experiences, not likely 
ever to find a parallel. 

'FORTY YEARS ON' 

Most people would regard an O.S. who left 
school in 1927 as pretty old, but to renew 
contact with Sherborne after forty years makes 
me feel pretty young. 

The fact that the school is not in a big town, 
or even on a main road, has kept both physical 
surroundings and abstract traditions unchanged. 
The courts, the classrooms, the playing fields, 
and the bath seem just the same as in Nowell
Smith's day. Close comparison between the 
school photographs of 1927 and 1966 reveals 
hardly any difference in general appearance 
either in boys or masters. Hey and Randolph 
share the distinction of being in both, and thus, 
though a boy stays for only five years, the span 
of a master may be over forty. In this way, a 
dynasty of senior masters may mould school 
behaviour for good or ill. Who dare guess which 
of the present staff will be in the photograph for 
the year 2000? 

Of course, it was a rougher school then. 
Bullying and beatings were common-I suffered 
twenty-one canings from boys and masters my 
first term, and it was not a record! Frankly, I 
don't believe that it did great harm, except 
perhaps to the hypersensitive, but then boarding 
school hardly suits the introvert. 
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Games loomed larger than work in most houses, 
and cups and caps were more sought after than 
book prizes given at 'Speeches'. Yet strangely 
enough, though the school produced five Rugger 
Internationals in a ten year period, the chief 
match against Downside was more often lost 
than won, whereas the academic side in the same 
period included a Professor of Poetry, a Cabinet 
Minister and three Public School Headmasters. 

For a boy, the element of fear loomed large 
in every sphere. Fear of being late, dropping in 
form order, or losing an important match were 
always present, but praise from a master or 
senior boy, as a reward for success, seemed like a 
benediction from a superior being. Nowadays, 
Press and television coverage has thrown up 
pop singers and film starlets for general idolatry, 
but in the twenties footballers and cricketers 
were our main heroes, both at school and beyond. 
Everyone had to watch school cricket and foot
ball matches, and the Officers Training Corps was 
compulsory. Perhaps this was because the Great 
War was recent history, and the military enthus
iasm of returning masters inspired everybody. 

Golf, squash and tennis were condemned as 
selfish games, and only allowed as a privilege to 
those in the sixth form. Paradoxically, boxing, 
though certainly selfish, was compulsory in 
some houses-presumably because it hurt! And 
culture? 'Soapy' Hudson presided over the Art 
School and there were gifted artists. Annual 
productions of Shakespeare plays were of a very 
high standard. They were always chosen to 
coincide with set books in examinations. Masters' 
wives often played in them, and the names of 
Fox, Tindall, and O'Hanlon are still remembered 
for inspiring scores of boys in the art of acting. 
End of term concerts were also very popular, 
where masters and boys shared the contributions. 
The traditional school songs, mostly written by 
Louis N. Parker and James Rhoades, were 
always sung with two verses of the Carmen to 
finish up with. 

Daily life in houses was full of discomfort for 
all. Fagging kept juniors on their toes, for to be 
last when a prefect called might mean a journey 
to a distant house in the rain, toast making 
before the day-room fire, or even shaving the 
captain of football. Hot water was not available 
for morning washing, and cold showers were 
enforced for all by a prefect, unless medically 
excused. 
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Noise of any sort that could be heard outside 
studies was prohibited. Cooking on stoves was 
very popular, possibly owing to some inferior 
feeding in houses. Soup, sausages, eggs, and 
sardines spread smells where sound was for
bidden, ending many a time with a desperate long 
pass of a blazing Primus stove into the stone 
passage to save a study fire. 

In a school half the size of today with each 
house numbering under fifty, and only twenty
five masters to cope with, it was far easier to 
get to know everyone. What an advantage it 
was to be able to sit and kneel comfortably in 
Chapel, and only two in any study made work 
and relaxation easier. 

All these are random recollections, dimly seen, 
I fear, through rosy spectacles. So what are my 
impressions of the same school today? Today 
we are far more critical of traditional habits. 
Class, privilege, corporal punishment, and com
pulsory games are dirty words. Free expression, 
atheism, and sexual licence are fashionable 
principles. 
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Criticism of the Public Schools as outdated 
relics is widespread, but I believe that the school 
which was good compared with most others in 
1927, is comparatively far better today. 

Apart from the examination rat race and 
soaring fees, which are inevitable evils, there are 
no fundamental faults I want altered. 

In conclusion here are one or two minor 
queries from 'Forty Years Back': 

1. Where have all the School songs gone? 

2. Why has 'Speeches' been abolished? 

3. Do leavers know enough about openings in 
the professions? 

4. Why cannot the School sing the 'Carmen' 
at Commem? 

5. When are straw hats to be abolished? 

All this may at least provoke contributions to 
the next Shirburnian, if only in the correspondence 
column. 

(E.C. 1922-27) 

REPORTS 
ARCHAEOLOGY 

PINFORD LAl'\E 

The Roman excavations at Pinford were 
considerably hampered this term by flooding in 
the first seven weeks. The water was eventually 
siphoned out, and digging commenced. Un
fortunately, the fence enclosing the site was 
broken down by cows which damaged the 
remains uncovered. Despite this, a number of 
interesting Roman coins, a millstone and part of 
a pair of tongs were found. The site is thought, 
possibly, to be part of a Roman barn, but further 
excavating is needed next year to confirm this. 

M. J. A. SHARP 

ABBEY CLOSE 

The dig this summer in the Abbey Close, under 
the direction of Mr. Gibb, has proved very 
interesting and, combined with the information 
yielded by the excavation done in 1965 in the 
Fifth Form Green, has produced findings of 
considerable importance. 

Our object was to open up the N.W. corner of 
the Saxon Tower, which butted on to the central 
portion of the west face of the Abbey, and to 
find out if the twelfth-century plinth we found in 
the Fifth Form Green actually connected with 
this Saxon Tower. The Royal Commission on 
Historical Monuments had opened up the S.W. 
corner of the Saxon Tower in 1949 and had found 
another wall running south from this corner. We 
found a corresponding wall running north from 
the N.W. corner, directly in line with the twelfth
century plinth in the Fifth Form Green, and at 
much the same level. Mr. A. R. Dufty, the 
Secretary of the R.C.H.M., who kindly visited the 
site, confirmed that this wall running north was 
part of the same structure as the plinth, and that 
they were both twelfth century. We had assumed 
that this structure, some 25 ft. x 21 ft., was 
probably a large porch to the north of the Saxon 
Tower, and that a similar structure lay on the 
south of the Tower. What puzzled us was that 
they overlapped the aisle walls of the Abbey by 
6 ft. Very fortunately, on the very afternoon we 
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had planned to fill in on the last Thursday of 
term, we discovered that Dr. C. A. Ralegh 
Radford, F.B.A., F.S.A. happened to be visiting 
Sherborne! Dr. Radford is an archaeologist of 
international reputation who first unearthed the 
secrets of Tintagel and Glastonbury. Having 
inspected both digs, he made the startling 
conjecture that the twelfth-century plinth in the 
Fifth Form Green was the base of a N.W. 
Tower to the Abbey built by Bishop Roger of 
Caen in about 1130, some hundred years after 
the Saxon Tower had been built. The projecting 
wall to the south of the Saxon Tower would have 
formed part of the base of a similar S.W. Tower. 
He suggested that Bishop Roger, after completing 
the 'Normanising' of the Abbey Chancel, Cross
ing and Transepts, built these two western 
Towers on to the west end of the Saxon Nave, 
which he never had time to alter before his fall 
in 1138. The Bishop either lowered the Saxon 
central west Tower (it would have been odd to 
have three Towers touching each other in a row!) 
and used it as a porch between his own twin 
Towers, or he levelled it and used its foundations 
to rebuild another porch between them. 

This arrangement would seem to fit exactly 
what Bishop Roger did at Old Sarum, where he 
rebuilt the Chancel, Crossing and Transepts, and 
added twin western Towers with a porch between 
them, leaving St. Osmund's earlier Nave un
touched. The same procedure seems to have been 
adopted by the Normans at Winchester. 

The confirmation of these Norman twin 
Towers at Sherborne will have to be made by 
accurate survey, which we hope the R.C.H.M. 
will carry out in time to record in their pending 
Volume IV of their Survey of Dorset. Certainly 
when plotted in plan as accurately as we can do 
it now, they would seem to be symmetrical to the 
west end of the Abbey and to make sense. Little 
more information is likely to be yielded by 
further digs, but the implications of our finds 
will have to be worked out more fully before we 
publish our report. For example: were the 
Towers ever completed? There is some evidence 
to suggest they were. Both the rough rubble 
walling of the whole west face of the Abbey and 
the existence of a twelfth century painted and 
plastered Tympanum above the outside of the 
existing Saxon Doorway to the north Aisle would 
suggest that these were covered by a building 
before All Hallows was built c. 1400. 

The credit for grasping the significance of our 
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finds and conjuring up these unknown Towers 
out of the past must go to Dr. Radford, and we 
are very grateful to him for it. 

I. S. L. DAMPNEY 

ANNUAL INSPECTION AND FIELD DAY 

Monday, 22nd May, followed a succession of 
wet days, but when Major-General the Hon. M. 
Fitzalan Howard, C.B.E., M.V.O., M.C., Chief 
of Staff H.Q. Southern Command, arrived on 
the Upper, the rain was holding off. But it was 
still cold and the sight of the inspecting officer's 
W.R.A.C. driver was welcome. The band of the 
Junior Leaders Regiment, Bovington, rendering 
'If I ruled the world, every day would be the 
first day of Spring' and other equally suitable 
pieces, had to compete with a strong wind and a 
bulldozer, but, apart from the usual faintings, 
the inspection was uneventful. The Major
General and his entourage, including two 
generations of Cunninghams, spent the rest of 
the day being suitably impressed by the various 
activities of the C.C.F., such as cliff-assaulting, 
cannon-hauling, raft-building and trans-river
swinging. The occasion was rounded off by an 
interesting speech, telling us to know everything 
about one thing and one thing about everything. 
Once again, we appeared to be the best C.C.F. 
in the country. 

AN ANONYMOUS CADET 

CHOIR OUTINGS 

With two outings this term, the choir has gained 
considerably in stature and experience. On 
Tuesday, 30th May, we made our first trip for 
some years, to join six other schools at the 
R.S.C.M. at Exeter, to celebrate Evensong. Apart 
from a deluge of rain when we arrived, the day 
was very enjoyable, although there were some 
who complained about the lack of genuine 
sopranos. Several of the items performed have 
since found their way into the school chapel, 
notably two attractive new hymn tunes (sung to 
'All my hope on God is founded', and 'Jesu the 
very thought of Thee') and an anthem by Batten, 
'O sing joyfully'. The other pieces were an 
anthem by Gibbs, 'God hath spoken'-highly 
rhythmic, and though harmonically odd, very 
attractive, and also a setting of the canticles by 
Noble. 



THE SHIRBURNIAN 

At Salisbury, a week after Commem., we were 
due to sing Evensong and again it poured. How
ever, it brought in a larger congregation than 
might have been expected. Again we sang the 
Noble canticles, together with Psalm 122, which 
was 'up to Cathedral Choir standards' to quote 
the Music Director, and 'O be joyful', by Britten, 
our Commem. concert piece, which was im
measurably enhanced by the recorder-like quality 
of the flute-stop on the Cathedral organ. 

We are most grateful to Mr. Ferry for organis
ing these expeditions. Let us hope for more in the 
future. 

CLIMBING 

In the winter terms the short evenings mean 
that weekend trips must be to those rocks which 
are nearest. In practice this means Hay Tor and 
its environs on the east side of Dartmoor and the 
Avon Gorge. In the summer, however, we can 
go farther afield and this term we have been to 
Sheepstor and the Dawerstone on the extreme 
south-west tip of the moor. This provides climbs 
up to 200 ft. on excellent granite (a change from 
the sand in Combe Valley) at all grades from 
scrambles to pretty serious undertakings. Our 
aim is to work out every climb here. 

As always, there seem to be more people who 
want to climb than can be fitted in. This is 
unfortunate but arises because a party of more 
than six means that too many people stand around 
for too long doing nothing. The only advice that 
can be given is that if you are keen, keep asking 
and you'll climb. However, despite this there is a 
fairly large number of young and potentially 
good climbers in the school leading climbs 
graded 'very difficult', and a hard core of in
creasingly skilful senior boys. Some of these are 
safely leading 'severe' climbs-which is only three 
grades off the hardest. 

Near the end of the term there was a two day 
post 'A' level expedition to N. Wales-part 
geography_ part gentlemanly climbing and part 
walking. After two weeks of heatwave the weather 
was pretty unsettled, but Snov.donia can rarely 
fail to live up to expectation. regardless of condi
tions. For climbers, it is second to none in this 
country, and in many respects, in Europe. One 
of the objects of the trip was to cover all the 
mountains over 3000 ft. in one day. Starting up 
Snowdon at 5.00 a.m., the whole party managed 
eight of the fourteen (very cn:ditable after ten 
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days of exams), but sadly had to leave the final 
group of six summits, since this might well have 
meant finishing several miles from a road in the 
dark and cloud. As compensation, the geo
graphers cooked an evening meal that lasted 
close on two hours. 

SOCIAL SERVICE 

This year, the third for the re-organised School 
Social Service, the number of people visited a 
week by the school has increased by 50 per cent
from 30 to 45. We hope that it is now established 
as part of the school's activities, and will continue 
to grow in size. 

For though Sherborne is a town of only just 
over 7 ,000 inhabitants, and welfare services 
abound, there is still much that the school can 
usefully do. We are a part of the Sherborne 
Guild of Social Services, which, under its 
Chairman , Mr. Dyke , and its Secretary, Miss 
Lake, co-ordinates the welfare services in the 
town. Already, Sher borne is the smallest town 
in the country with a Citizens' Advice Bureau, 
and from this and other sources a master list has 
been prepared of all those inhabitants of Sher
borne who require help of any kind-from 
clothing to firewood. 

However, the most important service is not 
material: it is simply visiting. This is especially 
valuable for blind people and the crippled who 
cannot move without help. 

But help is no less needed for those who are 
not physically but mentally cut off from their 
neighbours. These people may not admit to 
loneliness, and only over a period is contact 
likely to be achieved. But once initial difficulties 
have been overcome the value and importance 
of this work can be fully appreciated. 

It is in this visiting that the school can be most 
useful. The majority of the people visited, but 
not all, are fairly old. They prefer to be seen by 
young people, who are more prepared to ask 
questions and to be interested in their reminis
cences than are older ones. This is the service for 
which volunteers from the school are most 
needed. No one is too old (or too young) for it. 
It is particularly hoped that more senior boys will 
take an active interest in this worthwhile and 
r.ecessary cause. 

A. J. HARROP 
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LECTURES 

On Sunday, 7th May, Dr. E. S. Lower, from 
Coldharbour, gave a talk on 'Mental Health'. 
He explained the difference between psychology 
and psychiatry, and went on to define various 
types of mental illness, describing some of the 
methods used to help them. But he stressed that 
much of this so-called 'illness' is merely a devia
tion from the norm of society. 

Since it was felt that Dr. Lower's talk had given 
rise to quite a number of questions, he kindly 
agreed to return, during two Sixth Form Divinity 
periods. A wide variety of topics were covered, 
from the correlation between criminality and 
mental illness to his own reaction if faced by an 
ardent faith-healer, demanding to try his skill 
on the inmates of Coldharbour. Hypnosis was 
also touched on. 

On Friday, 12th May, the Rev. Robert Browel1 
spent a day at the school explaining the origins, 
work and purpose of Dr. Barnado's homes. 
They catered, he said, almost entirely for children 
from broken homes, only a very small percentage 
actually being orphans. Efforts are now being 
made to have the children brought up as far as 
possible in normal family backgrounds, rather 
than in the huge barrack-like establishments of the 
last century. 

We are very grateful to both Dr. Lower and Mr. 
Browell for very informative talks on subjects of 
which we knew little or nothing, and for which 
there still remains much to be done. 

w. A. M. CAREY 

On Friday, 21st July, Captain John Ridgeway 
gave a lecture to the school on the journey 
across the Atlantic which he undertook last 
year with Sgt. Blyth. The two men from the 
Parachute Regiment crossed the ocean in ninety
one days in their 20 ft. open Dory, English 
Rose 3. Although those days were very alike, the 
lecture was varied and often humorous, and was 
greatly enjoyed by most people present. It was a 
talk about a voyage to which the U.S. Coast 
Guards assigned a ninety-five per cent chance of 
failure-some measure of the magnitude of their 
actual achievement. 

We are very grateful to Major Clarke for 
arranging the visit. 

N. H. z. WATTS 
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CHORAL CONCERT 

On Friday, 30th June, six choral scholars from 
King's College Cambridge (their leader the son of 
a prominent former member of the Sherborne 
staff) gave a concert in the Big Schoolroom. 
They started off with sacred music dating back 
to the fifteenth century, and it was evident from 
the start that they were to give a very polished 
performance. Their rendering of 'Quid petis, 0 
fili' is particularly worthy of mention. It required 
extreme legato singing and all the parts were 
exposed at various times, but their precision 
was never lacking. 

Next came four madrigals with the harmonies 
to which we are more accustomed, and here their 
crisp diction was particularly noticeable, especi
ally in 'Tho' Philomela lost her love'. 

The three glees which followed got off to a 
rather shaky start with dubious intonation in 
the bass part. But after this, 'Requiescat in pace' 
was well brought off with attractive changes in 
mood and tempo, and some sound modulations. 
Then, in 'The sycamore shade' we were given a 
first rate piece of ensemble singing, and after 
'Foresters sound the cheerful horn', they walked 
off for the interval to hearty applause. 

The second half of the concert was even more 
popular than the first. The five spirituals and 
the six close harmony songs were vigorously 
applauded. Most popular of all was 'In the 
mood', and the composer of 'Calico Pie', Charles 
Ives, was there in person to take a bow. 'Silvery 
Moon' and 'Deep Purple' came nearest to real 
close harmony, and here the counter-tenor gave 
signs of tiring on some of his top notes. The 
concert ended amid raucous applause, and we had 
two encores, one of which was 'In the mood'. 
There can be little doubt, therefore, that this was 
the best and most popular concert for many 
years. 

E. C. DOWDESWELL 

THE JOYSTRINGS-WITNESS TO THE 
LORD 

Worship expressed through a contemporary 
idiom, to appeal to the 'pop-soaked' youth of 
today. That is basically the aim of the 'Joystrings', 
and one cannot deny that the intention is good. 
But of all the people who enjoyed the two 
performances (and there seemed to be many), 
how many enjoyed it for the right reasons? 
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Surely, to many the main sense of enjoyment 
came from hearing and seeing a pop group in 
the Big Schoolroom,, not the most common of 
occurrences, and therefore they either missed 
or ignored the religious content. Also, in an 
ordinary pop record, and most of their material 
belonged to this category, it is not so much the 
lyrics, as the overall impression, that counts most, 
and it is with this point in mind that one becomes 
a little sceptical about combining pop music 
and religion. 

To the performance itself: it was executed with 
that degree of professionalism that one would 
expect from such a group, and yet despite this 
it never succeeded in being anything but adequate. 
All too frequently the lyrics were drowned by the 
guitars, and when they were audible, they seemed 
to be delivered without much sincerity or con
viction. Their self-styled, modern jazz number, 
although not exactly reminding one ofThelonious 
Monk, was pleasant, as the song 'He Had The 
Lord On His Side' was effective. The rendering 
of a Negro spiritual, 'It Is No Secret,' was pre
dictably insipid, and only served to remind us, 
as the Choral Scholars had done previously, 
that this form of music belongs exclusively to the 
Negro. All in all, a trifle disappointing, but 
nevertheless a very enterprising gesture. 

J. B. SEATON 

STAFF CONCERT 

As the last, loud, vulgar notes of Malcolm 
Arnold's 'Toy Symphony' blared out in an 
encore, the school exploded for the fourth time 
in that work. They had already had to be warned 
at the end of the first movement that there were 
two more to go, otherwise the initial outburst 
would have been unending, so enthusiastic were 
we over Mr. Watkins' quail, Mr. Riley's guard's 
whistle, and the panache with which Messrs. 
Currie and Bruce struck their drums and cymbals 
respectively. This is to name only a few of the 
staff performing in that last riotous item of the 
staff concert. 

But it was not all musical slapstick. To demon
strate to their pupils and the rest of the school 
that what they taught in that tabernacle halfway 
up Hospital Hill was not just textbook talk, 
the staff produced a concert that was as full of 
virtuoso pieces as it was bubbling with gay 
tunes. All these caused the question to be asked 
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'Why do we waste money engaging outside 
experts to play when there are so many virtuosi 
on our own doorstep?' We hope that, following 
such a success, the staff will be encouraged to 
a further performance in the not too-distant 
future. 

P. A. FANNING 

THE BRADFIELD GREEK PLAY 

On Tuesday, 20th June, a party of Classicists, 
led by Messrs. Glen, Leach and Knott, went to 
Bradfield College to see a performance of the 
Choephoroi and the Eumenides, the second and 
third plays of the Oresteian trilogy of Aeschylus, 
performed in the original Greek. 

Faced with an audience of whom many had 
no knowledge of Greek at all, the primary aim 
of the producer must have been to make the 
production as intelligible as possible, without 
overstepping the conventions of Attic tragedy. 
The producer gave much assistance by the 
essentially Greek feeling, which he managed to 
instil into the performance, and which to my 
mind was the key to its success. The danger of 
any production of this sort is that it will appear 
as a Greek play acted by English schoolboys 
rather than by Greeks; fortunately, this turned 
out not to be the case; the characters were well 
made up, their costumes were for the most part 
convincing, and, above all, the Greek which they 
spoke sounded natural and not like the rather 
stilted efforts of an Englishman. In fact, apart 
from the truly English rain, which tried to ruin 
the performance, it could have been an authentic 
Athenian production. 

J. D. HOWLAND-JACKSON 

THE DRAGON 

This was the highly successful end product of 
one of the post-A level courses. The play was an 
excellent choice; a satirical fairy story, with 
political and moral undertones, containing a 
talking cat and donkey, a three-headed dragon, 
and much scope for ingenuity in sound effects, 
scenery and props. Its tone varies from the 
farcical via the didactic to the saccharine (but 
very little of the last.) And all these advantages 
were exploited to the full. 
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The set was colourful and interesting in shape, 
the costumes a gay mixture of all periods in the 
acting cupboard, the sounds and lighting effects 
were efficiently on cue, and the awkward physical 
demands of the play were imaginatively met. 
This is creditable enough in a production 
prepared in such a short time, but the other 
aspects of the undertaking were equally well 
coped with. The producer, T. Cordy, had been 
presented with a heterogeneous (in the best sense 
of the word) collection of people and had 
deployed them to excellent advantage; they were 
without exception well cast, understood their 
parts and exploited their possibilities. (For 
example, Howland-Jackson and Elder as the 
carpet-makers turned a very minor episode into a 
really well timed and enjoyable moment that 
fitted perfectly into the fantastic turn of events.) 
Brierley's uproariously unstable villain, the three 
dragons, Gosling, Green and Snoad, the olea
ginous Henry (Barton), Napier's cat and 
Marshall's instrument-maker (both straight out 
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of Hans Andersen), were only a few of the 
delights. Beadel had to cope with the impossibly 
uninteresting heroine ... a weak point in the 
play ... and Fanning as the hero put on his 
'Where the Rainbow Ends' manner and per
suaded us to take an interest in the humourless 
fellow, given to fits of Soviet morality and bursts 
of flat-footed rhetoric. 

A large audience thoroughly enjoyed them
selves and seemed to appreciate the play both as 
farce and satire. Two points of major importance; 
the performance was ninety-four per cent audible, 
a most impressive achievement in the Big 
Schoolroom; after the play, everyone set to with 
a will and cleared up most efficiently, dealing 
with a six-inch flood in the dressing-room as 
well. This sort of rounding-off does contribute 
very much to a production. 

In short, very impressive all round . . . and 
great fun. Our congratulations should go above 
all to the producer. 

R.S.G. 

COMMEM. 
Despite predictions that, because 'the girls 

had it fine' the week before, Commem. would 
take place in torrential rain, the weather was 
remarkably clement this year. Mothers were 
delighted that they could wear their most 
outrageous headgear, sisters and 'friends' were 
delighted that they could wear their most daring 
skirts and dresses, and the boys were naturally 
delighted to see the female sex so attired. In 
short, everyone was happy. 

Three main changes were apparent in Com
mem. this year. The first, that of holding the relay 
finals on the Friday along with the Gym display, 
was not exactly new; but it provided a very 
adequate afternoon's entertainment, and it 
ensured, by the inclusion of the 16-a-side heats, 
that the maximum boy-participation was enjoyed 
by the maximum number of parents (over 160 
boys took part in some way or other). 

The other two changes were not received so 
gladly by some. The Commem. service was 
changed, and the alterations caused much 
criticism from older members of the establish
ment. Whether it was 'boyhood's cloudless 
brow' that they missed most or the formidable 

catalogue which hitherto it had been the Head
master's painful duty to read out, I do not know. 
Certainly, the boys missed this part-though 
perhaps for the wrong reasons. A shortened 
version of the Commem. prayer was read, while 
the commemorated benefactors had their names 
printed at the front of the service sheet. 

Lastly, there were no speeches. 'A sad omis
sion', wrote one correspondent; 'A welcome 
relief', wrote another. Commem. certainly will 
not be the same without them and, presumably, 
parents who did not wish to go need not have 
done so. Perhaps, by ending up with Lord 
Denning last year, the dropping of the speeches 
came as even more of a wrench to many. 

For the rest, however, Commem. fortunately 
was the same as ever. There were the usual 
exhibitions-even a classical one which invited 
parents (in Greek) to 'know thyself' and to 
'redeem those years of ignorance'-and, of 
course, the inevitable cocktail and tea parties. 
Presumably, only when these are dropped, if 
ever, will it be the parents' turn to feel that 
'Commem. has lost its point.' 

P. A. FANNING 
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Paarlauf Relay Final at Commem. 

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM 

A great deal has already been said about 'A 
Midsummer Night's Dream', and any new 
comments are hard to find. If I might start with 
a few words about the audience-the air in the 
auditorium was thick with brandy and boredom, 
and I would recommend a three hours' fast by 
the whole audience before future Commem. 
plays. As for the show itself, considering the 
cast, which was lacking in confidence and st~ge 
experience rather than talent, and the play, which 
is generally thought to be dull and uninteresting, 
and which is difficult to put on the stage, Mr. 
Glen produced a polished performance. One 
general fault seemed to be that the words were 
recited rather than spoken with conviction and 
feeling. 

N. J. Brierley, as Theseus, gave his usual 
competent performance in a very difficult and 
uninteresting part, as did M. R. Hayllar, as 
Egeus, though at times he gave the appearance 
of being somewhat self-conscious. T. H. G. Lyle 
and N. P. F. Geake, as Demetrius and Lysander, 
both lacked passion, and the former sometimes 
spoke without putting any feeling into his words. 

C. N. H. Jackson was a most amusing, if sur
prisingly genteel, Bottom, giving the part an 
unusual suavity. R. K. Beasley, as Oberon, 
acted with confidence, though the part was 
somewhat lacking in character; whether this 
was due to the actor, or to the playwright, I 
should not like to say. The unenviable part of 
Puck was played by D. J. Alexander. He managed 
to put a great deal of spirit into it, though he 
seemed to lack assurance. We now come to the 
females. Individually, they did their best: A. C. 
Harvey acted Helena delightfully, and his gestures 
and mannerisms fitted the part perfectly. R. D. 
Court took the part of Hermia, which gave little 
scope, except in the quarrel with Helena, which 
he acted with commendable shrewishness. R. J.B. 
Matthews, as Titania, had another difficult part, 
and strained a little too laboriously to make him
self heard, thereby failing on occasions to sound 
as if he meant what he was saying. 

By and large, however, the play only served 
to show that when female parts are taken by 
boys, they are necessarily unconvincing. The part 
of Hippolyta, just as an example, should be 
played by a desirable and beautifully-proper-
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tioned blonde, concealing a fiery passion beneath 
an ice-cool exterior ... P. D. Combes was fighting 
a losing battle, for a realistic portrayal of this 
part is beyond the abilities of any boy. One is 
tempted to point out to certain conservative 
elements that while at the moment the school 
constructs its own females, there is an establish
ment close at hand which can supply them ready
made. The arguments for and against joining 
up with the Girls' School for plays have been 
dragged down to too mundane a level. A school 
play should not be an excuse to parade as many 
small boys as possible across the stage looking 
like Little Lord Fauntleroys, so that their 
nearest and dearest can eye them fondly. What the 
school should be aiming to do, if the play is one 
of ideas rather than pure farce, is to put across 
those ideas in as professional a manner as 
possible. While female parts are taken by boys, 
this ideal is no longer possible, the choice of play 
is limited and the true aims of a play are often 
lost. It is therefore a question of aesthetic ideals, 
and not simply frustration, which recommends 
co-operation between us and the Girls' School 
over future school plays. 

R. J. MARSHALL 

THE CONCERT 

'Merely arranged for the benefit of parents 
who could not get into the play'. This was the 
verdict of one cynic before the Commem. 
concert. However, the audience, which numbered 
over 200 on both nights, found not only that this 
was not true, but that the general standard of 
playing was remarkably high. The school 
orchestra performed all its items first. This was 
to help stage management, but it made the 
programme a trifle unbalanced. Nevertheless, 
helped by the wonderful Abbey acoustics, the 
orchestra's overall tone and intonation came 
over very well-though perhaps the Beethoven 
(2nd Symphony, last movement) was the least 
successful, since it had to be played at half-speed, 
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and required the utmost precision in timing. 
P. P. Mayhew, as the soloist in Saint-Saens' 
horn romance, filled the Abbey with a mellow 
richness of tone. Sibelius' 'Valse Triste', an old 
favourite with many, was played with great 
competence to round off the orchestra's contri
bution. 

A serenade for ten wind instruments by Dvorak 
followed. This, despite the occasional technical 
blemish, was a creditable performance, and was 
very favourably received by the audience. The 
choir's offering, 'O be joyful', was a work of 
Britten, difficult from the point of view of 
intonation. In this, they were less successful on 
the Saturday than on the Friday, when they were 
extremely polished. E. C. Dowdeswell, in his 
last appearance at a school concert gave a very 
sympathetic rendering of Dvorak's violin sonata, 
and C. G. Cordy played a quite delightful flute 
sonata by Poulenc. The evening ended with a 
string quartet by Stone. This came across well, 
despite a rather heavy bass line. 

Altogether, an extremely worthwhile concert
a great credit to the time and energy spent on it by 
Mr. Ferry and the rest of the music staff. 

P. A. FANNING 

THE DANCE 

Expectations of an enjoyable occasion were 
easily fulfilled at this year's Commemoration 
dance. Much credit must go to the Mephisto
phelian Brethren for livening up the evening 
among the younger element, but also to the band 
led by George Fowles for giving continuity to 
the whole. About 150 guests attended. 

Those who went will perhaps agree that it is a 
pity that such an evening has to be confined to 
the annual event at Commem. 

D. P. s. BEADEL 
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A TERM OF GAS CHROMATOGRAPHY 

D. H. Crawshaw and W. de M. Egerton, 
having a term at school after their university 
entrance exams, spent about half of their periods 
on a project, the aim of which was to devise a 
suitable gas chromatograph, and to use this to 
investigate the chemistry of the somewhat 
obscure hydrides of boron (Gas chromatography 
is a highly-developed modern technique for 
separation of similar gases and finding out how 
much of each is present, using quantities as 
small as a ten-millionth of a gram). 

Their initial apparatus was little more than a 
toy, but, by dismantling most of it and inserting 
more powerful units (for example a pen-reader, 
for which the governors gave a capital grant in 
the nick of time), they produced an extremely 
sensitive instrument and mastered the use of it. 
This took much longer than anticipated. The 
investigation was just beginning, but similar 
work is still going ahead. 

Crawshaw and Egerton are to be congratulated 
on their efforts. A term spent in this way can be 
most valuable. For them it was an insight into the 
excitement, unpredictability-and the laborious
ness-of research, after which their university 
work will have much more maturity. 

T.M.K. 
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THE HOVERCRAFT PROJECT 

Since repetition is boring, I do not propose to 
spend long on details of the project which were 
mentioned in a pamphlet at Commem., but 
rather, to try and offer an idea of its future. 
However, I must give a brief history for the 
record. 

The project was started by H. S. More and 
myself, under J.M.S.W.'s auspices, and the craft 
was designed by us, following a visit to the 
British Hovercraft Corporation at Cowes. The 
design is a simple air jet craft with peripheral jet; 
the chassis is a cantilevered structure made from 
Dexion slotted steel, sheeted with aluminium 
obtained from Westlands (as was the skirt 
material, which is rubberised canvas balloon 
fabric). The fan was given us by the Alvan 
Blanch Development Company (of Malmesbury), 
and the 250 c.c. Ariel engine which powered it 
at Commem. was got from Lelliot and Byrd 
(of Trendle Street). Much help and advice was 
given us throughout by Mr. P. B. Hoskin 
of Westlands, Mr. Byrd and the Wincanton 
Transport and General Engineers. 

Work started on the chassis in February, 
and the beginning of the Summer found the 
chassis and sheeting nearly complete, and work 
on the lift system in progress. However, by now 

The Hovercraft in the Sailing Club Hut 
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H. S. More and I had left, and M. R. Field 
and R. K. Beasley took over. By Commem. 
we had a lifting platform, which, with a few 
improvements, should lift two people and 
accept forward propulsion. 

Here this report must become conjecture as I 
am no longer at the pulse of things and have no 
control over policy. Much remains to be done: 
the forward propulsion unit must be found and 
fixed; the puff-port controls made to function; 
rudder controls fixed; and the skirts might need 
re-designing, and certainly re-making; and so 
on .... Not much on paper, but considerable 
work in practice, since you have to meet and 
solve all problems yourself. 

The future of the craft depends, then, on the 
interest of a few boys in the school-a few, 
because it is impossible to have many involved 
in this sort of work. I can also assure you that 
the subject of air-cushion vehicles is fascinating 
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and, once embarked on a study of it, it is im
possible to let it drop-at least, I find it so. If, 
say, six boys were really interested, interested 
enough to get to grips with the basic theory, 
and prepared to give up considerable amounts of 
their spare time, there is rewarding work awaiting 
them, and even a chance of finding a break
through on one of the many problems still facing 
even commercial craft. 

As advice, I would say that fifth formers are 
in the best position for all this. The basic theory 
could be understood by anyone in the school, 
although, if theories are to be mathematically 
tested, the maths is leviathan for anyone not on 
the mathematical staff; but that is not really 
necessary, since inspired guesswork always 
plays a large part in the end. 

I wish the best of luck to the project and all 
connected with it. 

M. E. HILDESLEY 

SHERBORNE THE PUBLIC SCHOOL 

KING'S COLLEGE SURVEY 

(Most of this material is by courtesy of the 
Sherborne Journal). 

'Sherborne has, like most other successful 
schools of this type, obviously found it necessary 
to conform to certain Public School standards; 
and in this respect, it is a very typical Public 
School. But in the ten days that I stayed at 
Sherborne I was able to distinguish many of the 
unique qualities that have made it a very singular 
institution.' In these words Mr. Phil Powell 
summed up his visit to the school in the first 
fortnight of term. He is one of the twelve re
searchers for a study into the workings of Public 
Schools being conducted by Dr. Royston 
Lambert of King's College, Cambridge. The 
survey proposes to publish its first book on 
boys' boarding schools in about eighteen months' 
time. 'Its three basic aims', said Mr. Powell, 
'are: to provide information where at the moment 
there is misinformation; to describe in as much 
detail as possible the process of boarding-school 
education-what it feels like to be in boarding 
schools and what their spirit is, as well as what 

their academic and other results are; and, 
thirdly, the book is a case study in the general 
sociological study of "formal organisations"
and "formal organisations" covers any organisa
tion with a definable boundary, not only schools, 
but prisons, hospitals, radio ships, business 
firms, and so on.' Mr. Powell defined his own part 
as to stay at the schools, in the houses, getting 
to know the boys, interviewing the masters, and 
generally finding out as much as he can, in order 
that, 'given the goals of the school, I can say 
how far that particular school succeeds in 
achieving those goals'. 

While here, he stayed at Abbeylands, Lyon 
House and Westcott House, and managed to see 
much of the day to day business from the inside. 
'Like many Public Schools, the house unit here 
is very strong, and there is considerably less 
privacy or time off when a boy can be alone 
than in a day school,' he commented. 

Questionnaires form the basis of his method, 
so that the subjective element may be eliminated 
as far as possible. Much of the information gained 
from answers to these by prefects, housemasters, 
and the third forms (being one of the only two 
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age groups fully comparable to the state school 
system) will be computerised and compared with 
findings from other schools, but anonymity will 
be preserved in the book. 

Shortly after Mr. Powell left, an interview 
with his superior, Dr. Lambert, was featured 
in The Times, in which he maintained that there 
was a 'cramped, cribbed and confined hysteria 
about the other sex in some schools, which 
is deeply distressing and damaging to the boys 
-and to the girls they eventually get loose 
on'. Mr. Powell was, however, more cautious: 
referring to his teaching in Wormwood Scrubs, 
he reminded that 'some of the men there had been 
cut off from the opposite sex and from their 
wives for ten or twelve years. In their case, I 
would say it was harmful, but I would not go so 
far about young people at school.' 

On the whole, Mr. Powell was very encouraging 
about Public Schools: 'Anyone who suggested 
that this school or most of the major Public 
Schools don't succeed in achieving their aims 
would be very foolish. They set out to achieve 
an academic education of high quality, a widening 
of their pupils' horizons, and a development of 
the qualities suitable to the careers most boys will 
take up; and, for the most part, they have been 
extremely successful in this, and Sherborne 
particularly so. They have also shown a remark
able ability to adapt themselves, and are as able 
now as they have ever been to face a changing 
world; their contribution is still highly significant.' 

AMERICAN AND ENGLISH 

In my approach to this comparison of St. 
George's School, Rhode Island, and Sherborne, 
the reasons for my general conclusion must 
serve as background description of St. George's. 
Before starting, however, two factors of prime 
importance in determining many of my im
pressions must be mentioned. Firstly, size: 200 
as compared to 600 students. Secondly, fees: 
£1,000 as compared to £500 plus. The figures 
may sound incredible, but allowance should be 
made for the difference in the cost of living 
between the two countries. 

On arriving at St. George's, I could not but be 
struck by the more relaxed, informal and friendly 
atmosphere. Firstly, except on Sundays when 
blazers and grey flannels are required, there is 
no specific school uniform. Secondly, a student 
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is a far freer agent. Fewer rules and regulations 
hedge him round to determine his actions. St. 
George's is run on an 'honour system'. On 
entering the school every student signs a pledge 
to abide by the rules and to report anyone who 
does not do so. The honour system is taken 
seriously and maturely and leads neither to 
anarchy nor to wholesale sneaking. Thirdly, the 
smaller numbers and the 'concentrated campus' 
lend themselves to closer, more personal rela
tionships between master and student. Classes 
are even smaller than at Sherborne-none con
tains more than eight. The campus is so concen
trated that it takes less than five minutes to walk 
across it. 

There is also a far more healthy atmosphere of 
friendliness amongst the boys here at St. George's. 
At Sherborne, one is classified according to the 
following three criteria: House, Term and 
Subject. Not for a moment am I naively suggest
ing that anyone takes the above classifications 
as insuperable obstacles to friendship, but 
nevertheless they are very real barriers. Except 
for such shared activities as games, societies and 
the corps, there is little opportunity to meet 
people not in your 'group'. Only by extra effort 
and concern on the part of the individual is it 
possible to cut across these classifications. 

At St. George's there are one main and four 
subsidiary boarding houses, serving only as 
dormitories and studies since meals are eaten 
centrally; the houses are close together and 
flexible-rooming arrangements being changed 
every year. 

Little regard is paid to one's Term as such. 
There is only one intake per year, in the autumn, 
and this might appear to lead to a stultifyingly 
stable atmosphere, except that there is oppor
tunity for later entry in any year except the final 
one. The present sixth form, for example, 
increased its numbers from 40 to 50 during the 
fifth form year, and even larger later intakes are 
quite normal. 

Concerning Subjects, the emphasis at St. 
George's, as at other American schools, is on a 
general education. Real specialisation is post
poned until University. The result is that a 
student is not categorised into a certain form 
his last two years. Instead, he moves around 
from form to form, associating with different 
students each term. This mobile, flexible form 
system is essential for another reason. Entrance 
into college is based not so much on exam 
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results as on a student's overall performance 
during his time at school and the grades he is 
awarded by masters. To avoid favouritism and 
any difference in standards demanded by various 
masters, two measures are taken: forms shuffle 
round at least twice a year, and a common 
assignment is set. Thus all students in the same 
year in the same subject do the same assignment. 
This common, shared, experience contributes 
considerably to the camaraderie amongst them 

The main reason, however, for familiarity 
bet ween boys of different seniority is the less 
extended application of the prefect system. What 
prefect system there is, is elected democratically. 
The Student Council consists of five prefects 
from the sixth form, three representatives from 
the fifth form and two each from the fourth and 
third forms. Those elected, naturally tend to be 
the most popular, but the Student Council, like 
the honour system, although both sound im
practically idealistic, is handled sensibly and 
maturely and works surprisingly well. The 
Student Council unlike the graduated hierarchy 
of Hallkeeper/House Prefect/School Prefect seems 
to produce less aggressive competition and fewer 
petty jealousies. 

My second general reaction to St. George's is 
perhaps not so favourable. There is far less of an 
intellectual, cultural atmosphere than at Sher
borne; the following are manifestations of this 
deficiency. There are few societies and what 
few there are, are unrewarding. The Debating 
Society devotes most of its meetings to the 
democratic election of officers and new members. 
Once these opportunities for cutting up one's 
enemies in public are finished with, the sole topic 
for discussion consistently and monotonously 
turns out to be politics. At the infrequent sessions 
of the Language Clubs no papers are read and 
the time is spent in playing linguistic games and 
watching films with either an English sound
track or no soundtrack at all. There are three 
plays a year, but no musical evenings and the 
number of music students is disappointingly 
small. Most devastating of all is the complete 
lack of intellectual curiosity outside the class
room. Because of the pressure of work and the 
tedious routine of preparation the evening before 
and testing the following day, any discussion of 
the morning's classes is considered anathema. 

The above seems to reflect poorly on St. 
George's. The two reasons for the intellectaul 
vacuum-the fact that quantity of work is put 

THE SHIRBURNIAN 

before quality and that a rather juvenile, pre-0 
level, approach to subjects is adopted-are to 
my mind obvious faults of the system. However, 
the more deep seated and important reason for 
this intellectual apathy is not so easy to evaluate. 
Compared to a St. Georgian the average Shir
burnian leads a truly monastic existence. There 
are few 'worldly' distractions. A Shirburnian's 
energies are channelled into only two fields
games and work. Those of an S.G. into three: 
social life plays an important role. A sixth former 
is allowed four long weekends a year from Friday 
midday to Sunday evening. He may also take 
three overnights a term; Saturday midday to 
Sunday evening. For the third and fourth forms 
three to four dances a term are organised; four 
to five for the fifth and sixth forms. During the 
Summer term a whole weekend is turned over to 
a Spring Dance, and this is not peculiar to St. 
George's .This year, about 100 girls descended 
on the campus one Friday afternoon to spend 
two nights at the school and to return late 
Sunday afternoon. Not unnaturally, all these 
social activities detract somewhat from the acad
emic endeavours of a student. But after all, whai 
is lost when such activities lead to a closer knit 
community and a less one-tracked existence? 
The insoluble question here is, 'Should an 
education be solely academic, or should it be 
general in the broadest sense of the word?' 

P. C. SIMPSON (c. 1961-66) 

THE OTHER SIDE 

If you are an American and it's your first 
trip to England, I think the first thing you notice, 
walking up from the railway station, is just how 
typical Cheap Street, the buildings, the Abbey, 
all are; how well it fits in with what you thought 
it would be like. Everything turns out just as 
you had imagined it, but mainly because your 
ideas before had been quite hazy-you weren't 
too sure. However, there are still plenty of 
surprises. 

Once you get over those first impressions of 
typicality, there is no time for second thoughts 
of any kind. Everything happens so fast; so 
many things are shoved at you; you're not too 
sure what to make of bashers, blazers and boys 
staring at you. But, really, there is little time to 
feel self-conscious. It becomes so bad that you 
might find yourself meeting your new house-
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master for the first time; then, forgetting this is 
England, you might let go and hear yourself 
say, 'Hiya, Mr ... How are ya?' And then 
everyone starts laughing; you begin to wonder: 
was it your accent? perhaps your clothes? (after 
all, the red madras sports coat really doesn't 
seem to fit in too well with all the dark grey suits); 
or maybe you said something wrong-but you 
can't remember anything like that. After a while, 
though, you learn to live with such 'faux pas', and 
almost to enjoy making them. 

Then, after a few days of 'Why did I bother 
to bring all those sports coats and pin-stripe 
shirts? Why those bermuda shorts?', and after 
you have been stuffed into a stiff collar and put 
on a black tie for the first time in your life, the 
next big shock comes on that first Saturday 
afternoon, when everybody marches down to 
the Rugger pitch: you cannot believe the sight 
of 600 duffie-coated boys screaming 'School! 
School!', not 'Two bits!' or 'Yea Sherborne !' 
It's something they just wouldn't believe back in 
Brooklyn. 'What! no cheerleaders?' you ask. 
'Why no half-time parade?' You soon learn that 
besides the Rugger game there are a lot of things 
that are just different. 

Whether Sherborne is really so good at mould
ing a Shirburnian in so short a time, or whether 
I was just susceptible, I'm not sure, but the 
fact remains that within a week I began to 
react, to think like a Shirburnian, before I 
knew what was happening to me. And for that 
reason, a lot of probably meaningful experiences 
have been lost, since I was probably too Shir
burnianised to take any real notice of them, as a 
new arrival might. But, oddly enough, that 
imprint has begun to wear off as I move towards 
university in thought. 

Now, in this recuperation, as it were, I am 
able to discern some real differences, particularly 
in attitudes, between what I had known and what 
goes on here at Sherborne. These differences are 
much harder to see than something like blue 
blazers, squares, or grey flannels. Perhaps that 
is why it has taken me nearly a year to see beyond 
the far.;ade of outward difference. Naturally, I 
can only compare with what I once knew, and 
can neither commend nor condemn. 

But those differences. Bluntly, school life at 
Sherborne is hardly as alive as I knew it before. 
That is not to say that there is not enough going 
on at Sherborne in terms of activities, but that 
what the students appear interested in beyond 
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academic pursuits or personal hobbies seem 
limited, and far less than the concern shown by a 
lot of American students. It seems that there is a 
failure on many boys' part to take any initiative 
in anything really constructive. And there seems 
to be lack of serious questioning of attitudes and 
traditions (a favourite and also a very meaningful 
activity at my old school). Generally, there 
seems to be a lack of interest in Sherborne School 
as a whole. Such an 'activity of concern' was a 
real part of my former education, and I found 
it missing here at Sherborne. It is not apathy 
particularly. I just discovered that such attitudes 
are not a part of a Sherborne career. 

What Sherborne, however, has done and 
meant for me is, I think, probably similar to 
what it does and means to most boys, no matter 
where they come from. 

G. A. LEHNER 

AN INTERVIEW WITH THE CHIEF 

What would you define as the basic principles 
of the school, sir? 

The basic principles are really still the same: 
'Godliness and sound learning'. 

Godliness changes a great deal as new genera
tions find their own ways of thinking and talking 
about it. But it is still an inalienable part of the 
school tradition. 

The learning is very wide: not just the passing 
of exams, but the cultivation of as reasonable and 
balanced a mind as possible-a mind able to 
distinguish the wood from the trees (and vice 
versa), and a mind which lwil produce a reason
able, fair-minded citizen. And there is learning 
about people too, of course, still true and very 
valuable for afterlife. 

What, then, in your opinion, are the most 
useful things a boy can gain from education here, 
as opposed to anywhere else? 

I wouldn't like to say what he can get here 
that he can't get at any other public school, 
except, possibly, these surroundings: this stone 
and the Abbey. They create an atmosphere, or, 
at least, I think so. I feel, for instance, that if 
you live in a large nineteenth-century Gothic 
barracks, it produces a different atmosphere from 
this stone and these older outlines. A large 
number of boys get a great affection for the 
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school, and I think it's partly through that. And 
of course, to have an affection which comes out 
later in life is a good thing. 

Are you satisfied that there is a strong enough 
school spirit? 

While a boy's at school, it's bound to be Jess 
articulate and noticeable, but it's there all right, 
and he'll feel it later. 

Would you agree with the view that this is the 
most conservative public school in the coun(ry? 

In some ways, yes. What I hope is that it is 
conservative in the right ways. I don't like 
experiment, not with boys (and it may be that I 
perhaps carry this too far, but I will never 
regard this school, while I am here, as a collection 
of guinea pigs on whom I can try bright ideas. 
You see, you never know what the answer's 
going to be in these educational things, for it's 
only proved in the lives of people many years 
after they've left school; and in those lives there's 
never a clear answer, as there's no means of 
knowing what would have happened if the 
educational circumstances had been different. 
That's why I'm frightfully cautious in these 
matters. There is always that feeling that young 
people under your charge are going to grow up, 
and the sort of people they will be is going to 
depend, to some extent, on what happens here. 

I think that one of the things which attracts 
parents about this school, apart from its appear
ance and reputation and all that, is that they 
regard it as safe. For neither my predecessor nor 
I have pranced about in public, saying we wanted 
to change the whole thing or have interesting 
experiments. I'm quite happy to let other people 
have the reputation for being leaders in the educa
tional field. I don't want that. I want good 
sound teaching and an ordered life for boys. 

On the other hand, academically, of course, 
we're by no means conservative. The approach to 
academic education, the teaching and the facil
ities are well up to date. 

I wouldn't risk the complete educational 
experiment, but my ambition is to see that this 
school is up to date in things that one is sure of, 
or fairly sure of. 

Are there any further improvements you would 
like to see in the present system, or have we 
reached your goals? 

Most of all, I would like to see an atmosphere 
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and facilities in which the private study of 
senior boys was more effective. There's still an 
anxiety that, when you give study periods, firstly, 
the boy hasn't quite the best of facilities in which 
to work-he has to make them good for himself; 
and, secondly, that, while some will make good 
use of them, others won't. I don't expect everyone 
to make good use of them, but I'd like the 
percentage higher. 

This will come from the establishment of a 
tradition in the Sixth Form. At the moment, I 
think it depends too much on the incentive of 
examination. The introduction of new methods in 
the lower school tends to create an interest, which 
is one of the things that helps a boy to work on 
his own, but there's a school atmosphere about it 
too. Once it gets established in a number of 
houses, it will get into the school as a school 
atmosphere. 

If it were possible, would you like to see 
Sher borne more centralised? 

No. It's very difficult to get the full value out of 
community life in a very large community. I 
think it's better coming in smaller groups; it's 
easier to focus there. And at the moment I feel 
that the strong house feelings don't militate 
against the school. 

Can you envisage a time in the reasonably near 
future when a school uniform might be abandoned, 
or is it a necessary part of discipline? 

Myself, I think some sort of school uniform 
is important. It may be that you could relax it. 
That is to say, you could have times when you're 
'on parade', when you'd be very strict about it, 
and times when you're 'off parade', when you'd 
relax. The difficult thing to decide is the balance 
between 'on parade' and 'off parade', and, also, 
just how much freedom to give when 'off parade'. 

One of the difficulties is that we're not a school 
that is cut off from the outside world and can do 
as it likes. If we were, one could experiment: one 
could have a three-year period in which there 
would be an 'on parade' uniform, and 'off 
parade', a free-for-all. In this way, one would 
find out just what people did do when 'off 
parade'. And in finding that out, you'd learn an 
awful lot about the boys-their temperaments 
and dispositions and so on. But we are in the 
public eye, and I don't think it's a bad lesson to 
learn early in life that, in fact, it's very difficult 
to avoid being in the public eye throughout life; 
and you learn this habit of accommodating your 
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own impulses towards individual freedom to the 
society around you. 

In this school, especially with these surround
ings, for people to come through and see anything 
too bizarre would give a bad impression. 

What would be your feelings if the two public 
schools, girls' and boys', were to be amalgamated 
as a coeducational public school? 

It would be a very silly thing to do. I feel this 
because, both in the classroom and out (as far 
as I know, and I don't know much about girls' 
education), boys and girls have different ways 
of study, and different discipline. While some 
occasional form of exchange of views is pleasant, 
such an idea as this would, in fact, be creating a 
huge organisation merely to look as if there were 
fraternisation, because in most activities the two 
would be doing different things, needing treatment 
in different ways. 

However, progress in relationships with the 
girls' school is just part of the movement of life 
around us. 

By such a narrow social life for most of the 
year-little inter-house contact and virtually none 
outside the school-do you not feel that part of the 
boy's general education may be being neglected? 

Our geographical situation over the houses 
does, in fact, tend to get us into a sort of tribal 
society. We lose something by that. On the other 
hand, I think the feeling in houses that there 
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should be some kind of customs that you have to 
go through, is legitimate. 

And it would be difficult to see what outside 
contacts you could have. One of the hard 
determining factors is time-when you think that 
a boy needs fourteen hours a day on the go to 
get the full value out of this school. 

Life is a continuous thing, and perhaps it's 
fair to say that for five years a boy can be 
expected to concentrate on a particular important 
thing; and after that he can go out and get the 
other things. 

You can't really prepare for everything. It's 
like the actual academic education: you can 
cover a wide field, but in the end ... 

Lastly, have you achieved all you want to 
achieve yet? 

Oh, no. There are more things yet. 
For one thing, the school is an ever-developing 

thing and you just go on adding your bit to it. 
For instance, I have just written a memorandum 
for the Governors on 'Developments arising out 
of the H.M. Inspectors' report'. 

But there are big plans which I have had iu 
mind ever since I came here, and which have 
had to be pushed aside, simply because they 
would demand quite a large capital expenditure. 

I would like, however, to stress strongly that 
we will not sit back on our laurels after the H.M. 
Inspectors' report. We have a lot of work to do 
yet. 

* * * * * 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Dear Sir, 

In the passing of Alick Ross, not only the school 
but all who love greatness of character are bereft. 
You will have shoals of letters like mine, so I will 
be briefer than the sad occasion merits. 

In the Lent term 33 years ago, on Carey's in the 
Three-Cock, Ross' House XV, depleted by flu, faced 
'a side at full strength and full of school caps'. Ross' 
won an astonishing victory. 

Writing about this, Alick Ross gave the clue to his 
own greatness. He wrote ' ... after all, it is not just 
the game one loves to remember, but the realisation 
that in us all is that tremendous power and will to win, 
and glory in action, which the great occasion can pull 
out if only we have the courage'. I believe that Alick 
Ross had the lion heart to tackle every problem as if 
it were the great occasion. So, when the great occasions 
did come, his self-imposed training carried him and 
his boys through to victory. 

Alick was always ready to help others, and only 

last November did I seek his assistance. At my request 
he wrote a letter to achieve a certain objective. That 
objective was not gained, but through no fault of 
his. Alick Ross had tried and failed, but in life he 
never failed to try, and when he tried, he gave his all. 

Alick gave his life for his fellow men, and we were 
blessed it lasted so long. 

Dear Sir, 

In all sincerity, 
CYRIL BELL 

Couldn't some of the Twentieth-Century Fund 
money be used to build some new squash courts? 

The present two (for no reasonable standard of 
squash can be played on the 'others') are inadequate 
for the number of users-even, at times, in the 
summer term! 

Yours hopefully, 
s. P. MORANT 
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GAMES 

RESULTS: 

CRICKET 

lsT XI 

Won v. Sherborne Town: Town 89-10, Sherborne 
90-3. 

Won v. Dorset Rangers: Sherborne 267-6, Rangers 
157-10. 

v. Clifton: Clifton 79-6-Rain Stopped Play. 
Lost v. Free Foresters: Foresters 224-6, Sherborne 

105-10. 
Won v. Radley (2 innings) Sherborne 191-9, Radley 

88 all out; Radley 181-10, Sherborne 82-2. 
Lost v. Pilgrims: Sherborne 178-7, Pilgrims 180-6. 
Won v. Downside: Sherborne 234-7, Downside 

83-10. 
Lost v. Marlborough: Sherborne 145-10, 

Marlborough 146-7. 
Won v. Blundells: Blundells 172-10, Sherborne 

175-8. 
Lost v. South African Schoolboys: Sherborne 67-10, 

S.A.S. 69-0. 
Won v. M.C.C.: M.C.C. 195-10, Sherborne 197-8. 

Won 6; Lost 4. 

This season has once more verified that 'catches 
win matches'. There were no outstanding players in 
this year's eleven, and yet they had a very successful 
season, losing only one school match and winning 
three of the four others played, mainly owing to 
their excellent aggressive fielding. 

With the new experimental law of 'no polishing the 
ball', the main problem at the beginning of the season 
was to find a pair of opening batsmen who would stay 
there at least until the shine had gone, but it was 
not until the Downside match at the end of June, 
with the third pair to be tried, that the score reached 
40 before the first wicket fell. In previous matches, 
the score was rarely more than 15 before two wickets 
had fallen, and it is to the credit of later batsmen that 
there was hardly ever a serious collapse. 

The weather was exceptionally good for the first 
fortnight, with hard wickets and the batsmen able to 
play strokes. The town was defeated very easily by 7 
wickets, and this was followed by a good win over the 
Dorset Rangers. Then the heavens opened, and for 
three weeks the eleven took refuge in the gym, smiting 
tennis balls to all parts, which was good practice for 
a short while, but inevitably became a little trying 
when the novelty wore off. In this dismal period, the 
match with Clifton was abandoned at lunchtime and 
the eleven had a trek to London to watch it rain. 

Eventually, the clouds parted, the sun shone, and 
the season began again. The Free Foresters proved 
too strong, but Radley were made to follow on, and 
then defeated quite comfortably. Downside, having 
toiled in the sunshine for a long time, offered little 
resistance when they batted, but the following week 
the eleven were narrowly beaten by Marlborough, 
the only school fixture lost during the season. The one 
really close game was against Blundell's. Untidy 
bowling and fielding let the opposition score more 

runs than they should have, and, although the result 
was hardly ever in doubt, there were a few anxious 
moments before Rogers steered the ball between 
gully and second slip off a thick outside edge, to win 
the match. 

Throughout the season N. H. E. Stamp handled 
the side competently, and produced several creditable 
performances with the bat, especially as he was usually 
going in on a minor crisis. Of the other batsmen, 
Bates never realised his full potential. Robertson was 
perhaps the most consistent, but too often got himself 
out when set for a good score. O'Hanlon and Caven
dish, coming into the side halfway through the term, 
proved most successful, both scoring a seventy in 
their first game. The bowling lacked variety, but was 
very steady and sometimes quite penetrating. Attacked 
by good fielding, no side was ever allowed to score 
quickly. 
Team: N. H. E. Stamp; N. H. Bates; C. T. Rogers; 
C. W. J. Snushall; A. D. W. Robertson; N. J. 
Wingfield Digby; J. G. Malcolm; P. V. Frampton; 
R. G. J. Cavendish; R. W. O'Hanlon; W. A. M. 
Carey. 

C.M.G.H. 

2ND XI 
Won 4 (Beating Hardye's, Poole, Taunton and the 

Pilgrims); Lost2; Drawn 3 
This year's 2nd XI was a more introspective and 

less successful side than its immediate predecessors. 
It is easy to say that they lacked success because they 
were not confident, or that they were not confident 
because they lacked success, but, to tell the truth, 
once the team's two best batsmen, Cavendish and 
O'Hanlon, had been promoted to the I st XI, there 
was not a lot of talent left. The quicker bowlers, 
J. G. Phillips, Roper, and Peck, were a steady and 
persevering lot, and A. R. L. Wingfield Digby and 
T. E. Hall (arriving from the I st XI and 3rd XI 
respectively) held the batting together in the latter 
half of the season. But, apart from these, we were a 
bit thin. 

However, the season started well. Hardye's and 
Poole were both well beaten, and Clayesmore would 
have been, if we had held our catches. The match 
against Taunton saw us at our best: a big score was 
made quickly and well, an early declaration gave 
Taunton a chance and our bowlers bowled them out 
as they tried for it, Roper finishing the match with a 
hat-trick of L.B.W.s (your correspondent hastens to 
add that Roper was bowling at the other end). 

There followed a barren month. The Pilgrims were 
sloppily, unsatisfactorily beaten; Downside had a 
bowler too quick for us, and beat us for the first time 
for several years; we just scraped a draw with Canford 
in a dreary match, which seemed to be played under 
the very eyes of the 'A' level examiners; and Kings
wood were let off with a draw. Finally, Blundell's. 
As usual, it was a vigorous match, making up for 
much that had gone before: we set them a fair total, 
their batting was inspired, and they just got home. 
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Not a great season. But in spite of disappointments, 
the side remained willing to practise and to learn, and 
unfailingly pleasant to be with: for this, much credit 
goes to Mayhew, who, though he had a disappointing 
season as player, was a respected and steady captain. 
Team: P. P. Mayhew (Capt.); J. P. Roper; J. G. 
Phillips; A. R. L. Wingfield-Digby; D. A. B. Lough; 
A. C. W. Peck; N. Clynton Reed; R. J. W. Proctor; 
N. R. L. Barton; P. J. Crowley; D. I. R. Wallace; 
T. E. Hall. 

H.R.M. 

3RD XI 
Played 7; Won 4 (Beating Clayesmore 2nd XI, 

Downside 3rd XI, King's School, Bruton 2nd XI, 
Crewkerne G.S. 1st XI); Drawn 2; Lost I. 

As the Lower game was heavily oversubscribed this 
year and the standard of the 3rd and 4th Xis was very 
similar, the team tended to change quite frequently. 
P. J. Crowley, after a very successful start to the 
season, went up to the Upper, and eventually T. E. 
Hall also earned promotion. The two remaining 
members of last year's team, J. D. Howland Jackson 
and P. D. Eberlie, never really found their form, but 
there were some very good performances from new
comers, notably A. G. Cooper and T. N. Clark. 
J. K. Todd, who played on the team for most of last 
season, continued to cowl consistently well, though 
often he did not take as many wickets as he deserved. 
C. A. F. Howard, R. J. Marshall and W. B. Travers 
all bowled well on occasions, and J. B. Seaton, D. P. 
Walsh, A. D. W. Shepherd all had very useful innings. 

With two games rained off we only played seven 
matches. The earlier games were rather dull owing to 
the lack of enterPrise of the opposition, but the later 
were more enjoyable and gave us some convincing 
victories. Though we did lose one match, the side was 
an unusually strong one and of a better general 
standard than the 1966 team, and our thanks for this 
must go to Mr. Barker. 

Team: J. D. Howland-Jackson; P. D. Eberlie; 
C. A. F. Howard; D. P. Walsh; J. K. Todd; T. N. 
Clarke; A. G. Cooper; J. B .Seaton; A. D. W. 
Shepherd; R. J. Marshall; Travers. 

Also played: Dyson, Garforth-Bles, Cobden
Ramsay. 

J. D. HoWLAND-JAcKSCN (Capt.) 

4rn XI 
Played 8; Won 5 (Beating Sherborne Town C.C. 

2nd XI, Poole G.S. 2nd XI, Yeovil G.S. 2nd XI, 
Downside 3rd XI, Forster's 1st XI); Lost 2; Drawn I. 

This year, the 4th XI was able to field a strong side 
for every match, despite constant changes. Both 
defeats were suffered at the hands of Mere C.C., the 
second being a very close match. Apart from these 
two occasions, our middle-order batsmen, Ashton, 
R. H. Jobson, and Jermain, frequently hit the ball 
very hard. The bowling lacked penetration only 
once, and Lucas began to bowl better when backed 
up by Dyson who at times bowled very fast. The last 
word must go to Mr. Morton who, by putting in so 
much time and energy, made it a very enjoyable 
season. 

P. R. BEST (Capt.) 
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COLTS 
Played 6; Won 3 (Beating Downside, Bruton and 

Blundells); Lost 1; Drawn 2. 
The all important first month of the season was 

spoilt by very wet weather and this meant that the team 
could not play its first match until early June. The 
performances have been rather variable; some bad 
batting would be followed by some excellent fielding or 
bowling or else a good batting performance would 
be spoilt by a rather ineffective effort in the field. 
Generally the disappointment has been in the batting; 
against the weaker sides a great many runs were 
scored (v. King's Bruton 204 for 1) but when the 
bowling was tighter the batsmen lost confidence in 
themselves. Our two outstanding victories were the 
result of fine bowling and fielding and this was 
particularly creditable against a strong Blundell's 
side. 

There have been some memorable individual 
performances during the term: Grey's forceful 
batting at Bryans ton; Schroeter's confident hitting 
in the first three games: Lyons' bowling at Downside; 
Frost batting throughout the innings against Canford 
and following this with 90 not out against Bruton 
and Martin's match-winning bowling against Blun
dell's. 

It is always good to see a team steadily improve 
playing purposeful, enjoyable cricket; this one has 
certainly tried to do that. 

Team: Grey (Capt.); Schroeter; Lyons; Carey; 
Frost; Vacher; Crowley; Geake; Scott; Martin; 
Jones. Also played, Gidney. 

JUNIOR SCHOOL CRICKET 
Under 15 XI: Played 7; Won 6 (Beating Wyke 

Regis C. of E. School, Taunton, Downside, Canford, 
Bruton and Blundell's); Lost 1. 

Under 14 XI: Played 2; Won 1 (Beating Bryanston); 
Lost I. 

Fursdon, Manning, Graham and Gay provided 
the nucleus of successful Junior Colts teams. No 
attempt was made to play a settled side, and altogether 
thirty-three boys had the opportunity to represent 
Sherborne at junior school level on two or more 
occasions. 

A bad batting performance led to defeat against 
Bryanston, but generally Sherborne was too strong 
for the opposition. Bruton and Downside were 
beaten by 140 and 127 runs respectively and Canford 
by 7 wickets. 

Next year, it is hoped to extend the under 14 Xi's 
fixture list and to make n:ore time available for the 
coaching of Junior School boys. 

D.M.D. 

ATHLETICS 
The team has again had an unbeaten season, 

although this year the Downside/Kingswood match 
ended in a tie with Downside. Rain disrupted training 
in the early part of the term, and also combined with 
poor. tracks to prevent any records being broken at 
Senior level until the Six Schools meeting at Marlbor
ough. At this, the climax of the ~eason, four records 
(either School or Meeting) were set up by Watts, 
Mattholie, Sewell and the Relay team, in the course 
of a very close match. 
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The sprinters and middle-distance runners were 
particularly effective, taking fifty-seven out of eighty
three first places. After a slow start to the season, the 
Field. events became quite strong and Parry (H.J.) 
Fannmg (T.J.), J.P. J. Taylor (Shot) and Farquharson 
(P.V., Javelin) did consistently well. On the track 
Mattholie, Fanning, Holding-Parsons A. and Sewell 
ran well. Colours were awarded to the following; 

Watts (Capt.), Taylor, Mattholie, Saunders (Re
gained); also: Fanning, Farquharson, Parry, Mizen, 
O'Keeffe, Sewell, Gidney, Hetherington, and Gotto. 

The team owes much of its success to the tireless 
efforts of the coaches: Messrs. Wilkinson, Flory, 
Millar, Lloyd, and Major Clarke; and our thanks are 
also due to the other members of the Staff who 
officiated at our home matches, and at the Inter
House Competitions-the results of which appear 
below; 
Senior Sports: The Green. 
Colts Sports: Lyon House. 
Relays: The Digby. 

N. H. z. WATTS 

TENNIS 
1st V.I: Played 9; Won 3 (Beating Monkton Combe, 

Downside & Blundell's); Lost 6. 
2nd VI: Played 9; Won 6; Lost 3. 
3rd VI: Played 5; Won 3; Lost 2. 
Colts: Played 6; Won 2; Lost 4. 

As the results indicate, the 2nd and 3rd have had a 
fairly successful season, but the I st have had a poor 
one, as have the Colts, which does not bode well for 
the future. The I st VI never really seemed to find its 
form. This can in part be attributed to the fact that 
not until after seven weeks of term was a team firmly 
established owing to various reasons among them 
two weeks of rain early on; consequ~ntly everyone 
was under pressure, fighting to keep his place on the 
team,_ and not enough time was spent on actual 
practice. 
. It would help greatly to put this right next year 
1fthe somewhat meagre allowance of time afforded the 
~chool by our visiting coach were to be substantially 
increased. The present forty-five minutes a week is 
n~t enough, when so many players are involved, to 
raise the standard to the level required. 

lsT VI: R. L. Easterbrook (Capt.), B. G. C. Holding
Parsons, A.G. Simmonds, F. M. M. Peto, A. C. Moss, 
H. C. R. Simpson. 

R. L. EASTERBROOK 

THE GOLF SOCIETY 
The Golf Club allowed the society forty members 

this term, which accommodated the large demand 
for membe~hip. The ~olf team had a satisfactory 
term, beatmg Downside 5-1 and drawing with 
Blundell's. Last holidays, in the Public Schools 
Tournament at Burnham, the team were beaten in 
the first round, but went on to win the Plate competi
tion, beating Marlborough 3-2 in the final. In the 
Kemp Cup competition, M. Gidney and T. Hall 
reached the final, beating R. Bethell and M. Swift 
respectively, and the competition was finally won by 
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T. Hall. On 16th July, the school and masters had 
their annual match against the O.S. which the school 
lost 6-3. 

Team: M. H. Gidney (Capt.), T. E. Hall, M. A. 
Swift, D. A. B. Lough, R. A. Bethell. 

R. BETHELL (Hon. Sec.) 

SHOOTING 
The Rifle Club has started very favourable, thanks 

to the R.S.M., Mr. Boissier, Major Riley, Mr. Gallia 
and Colonel Green, who used one of the club's six 
new rifles, his first shoot for some years. In future, 
there will be no excuse for bad scores allegedly due 
to inferior equipment. 

We have had only one match this term, against 
Sherborne House, the rest of the term being spent in 
obtaining averages for the county leagues. F. N. 
Roberts and J. F. B. Butt have been top of the 
averages, but both of them are unfortunately leaving. 

D. G. H. STEWART (Hon. Sec.) 

SAILING 
There have been seven matches this term, of which 

we won three (Clifton, Milton Abbey and King's, 
Taunton) and lost three (Bradfield, Leighton Park 
and St. Edwards). In the Dorset Five Schools match 
we were second, behind Canford. It is interesting that 
all the schools which we beat are fellow sea-sailors, 
whereas, with the exception of Canford, all those who 
beat us sail inland. All the other schools treat sailing 
as a serious sport, and their teams can sail three or 
four days a week. 

The team included D. Straton, R. B. Kinder, 
A. J. S. Glennie, I. H. Mitchell and Le Flufy. Coats, 
Sandeman G., Sinclair Taylor, and Walsh J. also 
sailed. 

D. STRATON (Capt.) 

SWIMMING 
This year, with warmer weather, there had been an 

increased interest in swimming, resulting in a general 
rise in the standard. 

Three records have been broken, and the almost 
legendary figure for the plunge (dating from 1929), 
unchallenged for many years, has at last been seriously 
threatened. 

Mr. Gourlay is relinquishing his charge over 
swimming, and our thanks must go to him for his 
continual support and interest over the past six 
years. 

N. w. CURNOW 

GYM SQUAD 
The Gym squad has had a very good term with a 

display of high horse work, ground work and trampo
line at Commem., a display of trampoline at Queen 
Camel fete and another of trampoline and high horse 
at West Coker. The outstanding feature of the term, 
however, has been the remarkably high standard of 
N. J. Miller's trampoline work, which was, as a 
member of the staff put it, 'a treat to watch'. The 
standard of the rest ranged from good to adequate, 
but everybody has enjoyed the term's activities, and 
the prospects for the future are good. 

N. J. BRIERLEY (Capt.) 
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THE SHERBORNE PILGRIMS 
At a recent Committee meeting, the following were 

elected members of the Club. 

1. THROUGH QUALIFYING 
TENNIS &HOCKEY: A. D. Desmond (g. 1957-62); 

0. Webster-Smith (c. 1960-3); 
0. F. Clarke (g. 1958-62). 

RUGG ER: 

GOLF: 
2. AS LEAVERS 
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A. R. Gale (f. 1960-64); 
P. T. Warren (f. 1957-62). 
P. L. Warren (f. 1924-29). 
C. T. Rogers, N. H. E. Stamp. 

SOCIETIES 
BIOLOGY SOCIETY 

The sixth form branch of this society has met only 
once this term. We heard a most stimulating talk 
from Mr. J. L. Millar on the physiological and 
psychological effects of air ionisation. He showed how 
conditions of air ionisation could be caused meteoro
logically and experimentally, and correlated the 
conditions with certain behaviour patterns in man, 
e.g. having car accidents. He finally suggested what 
physiological conditions might be experienced under 
the ionic conditions, and therefore which might be 
concerned in causing the psychological effects. 

The school society (open to any boy) had three 
outings this term. The first, to study and catch the 
moths and birds of Portland Bill, took place during 
rather severe weather conditions, but some interesting 
species were found and the kittiwakes were seen 
nesting on their ledges. A slug was also observed at 
night by Tilley Lamp apparently trapping woodlice 
and eating them. (It is usually considered that they 
are herbivorous.) The second mainly repeated the 
work of the first with other boys, but in addition 
several slowworms were found and the distribution 
of the blue spot variety, only found in Portland, was 
noted. Some of these are still being kept. The third 
outing went to Bristol Zoo and Wild Life Park. The 
wild life park has only recently been formed at 
Westbury-on-Trym and we were shown round most 
enthusiastically by the keeper. Badgers, four species 
of deer, coypu, seals, foxes, wild highland sheep, 
were among the creatures seen under semi-natural 
conditions. 

A new development is occurring in the biology 
garden. A pond has been constructed and three large 
vivaria are being built. It is hoped that by next summer 
there will be room to keep many of the animals which 
are constantly being brought to the biology depart
ment. Bruce, Cox and Ball of Westcott have all 
worked very hard laying the foundations of the walls 
of the vivarium. 

Holway woods continue to be maintained by 
various groups of boys who wish to release their 
pent-up anger by slashing their way through the 
bracken. Many of the young trees have put on good 
growth, but there has been some rabbit damage. 
The common bird census was carried out on the woods 
and a fairly clear picture of the territories of many of 
the common bird species there has been built up by 
C. A. C. Butterworth. Beetles were caught in pitfall 
traps in one area of the wood throughout last summer 
by Beutel!. He has now moved the traps to another 

area of the wood where the vegetation is entirely 
different. Badger-watching here seems to be becoming 
a Lyon House sport. 

The Coombe valley moth trap has continued to 
catch many varied species. Kinder and Gibson have 
taken records on nearly every day this term of the 
moths found there. Some comparison has been made 
with the catches at Clayesmore School, and an 
exchange of records by postcard each month has 
been arranged. This year Rothamstead have sent us a 
moth trap of their design, so that we can join in the 
nation-wide sample scheme which they operate. It 
has been set up in Abbeylands garden and is operated 
by Bell. 

J.R.L. 

DUFFERS 

The society held three meetings this term, one of 
which was in conjunction with the James Rhoades 
Society. That was the second meeting when Professor 
Merchant from Exeter University gave us a fascinating 
and instructive talk entitled 'Visual Criticism'. At 
the first meeting the Members read various extracts 
on the subject of 'Madness'; this proved an excellent 
idea. P. M. Napier gave us an interesting paper on 
'The Hero and Anti-hero' at the final meeting. Our 
thanks go to the Chairman and Mrs. Moore for their 
hospitality. 

N. H. BATES (Hon. Sec.) 

GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 

Only two meetings have been held this term. At 
the first, Messrs. Sandeman and MacFarlane, two 
local farmers, discussed British Agriculture with us 
after introductory papers by S. J. C. Scutt and 
M. J. A. Sharp. At the end of term a post-A level 
celebration was held. 

During the term, however, discussion groups were 
held each week by Mr. Ketley and Mr. Sharp in 
order to 'broaden our geographical outlook'. Our 
thanks are therefore due to them for giving up valuable 
time and privacy in order to help us thus, as well as 
to their wives, for so kindly broadening our culinary 
outlook too. 

T. S. CORDY (Hon. Sec.) 
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GREEN RIBBON CLUB 
The Society had three meetings this term, all of 

which had to be held at Greenhill House; next term, 
however, the Chairman has kindly offered us the 
hospitality of his new carpet at the Beeches. On 
2nd May, S. E. Gunn, Esq. spoke to the Society on 
'Aspects of Victorian Education', provoking much 
discussion. D. P. S. Beadel, on 18th May, gave an 
authoritative paper on the 'Russian Revolution', 
dealing mainly with the causes of the March Revolu
tion. Finally, G. A. Lehner gave a paper on 'The 
Negro among Us', which was interesting and, for 
many, very enlightening. Our thanks are due to the 
speakers, Mrs. Coombes for her hospitality, and to 
the Chairman for his never-failing enthusiasm. 

G. D. S. SANDEMAN (Hon. Sec.) 

INTERPRETES 
The society met only twice this term, first at Devan 

Haye (our thanks to R.S.G.) to hear R. J. Marshall 
unveil some of the dark secrets of ancient astronomy. 
The second, by kind invitation of the Girls' School, 
took the fcrm of a combined meeting between the 
Classical and Scientific societies of both schools: the 
speaker was Professor Landates of Reading University 
and his subject, tackled with erudite gusto, was 
'Acoustics in a Greek Theatre', which formed an 
interesting preview to the visit to Bradfield (reported 
elsewhere). Tickets are also being ordered for a 
performance of 'The Bacchae' at Bryanston after the 
exams. 
W. A. M. CAREY and J. D. HOWLAND-JACKSON 
(Int. Max.) (Int. Min.) 

JAMES RHOADES 
At the first of the Society's three meetings this term, 

T. Westman gave an amusing and well illustrated 
paper on Van Gogh. We then joined up with the 
Duffers for a brilliant talk by Professor Merchant on 
'Visual Criticism'. At the last meeting the Society 
read Dylan Thomas' 'Under Milk Wood'. 

Our thanks go to R.S.G. for his hospitality through 
out a very enjoyable year. 

P. L. MATTHOLIE (Hon. Sec.) 

MUSIC CLUB 
The Music Club met three times this term. At the 

first meeting R. S. Glen, Esq. gave an extremely 
entertaining and well-informed talk on 'Guiseppe 
Verdi'. An outsider, R. King, Esq. then tested our 
musical appreciation in the 'The highways and byways 
of music', an enjoyable variation of a quiz. We ended 
with a concert, which it is hoped will be a feature of 
the Music Club every term. Madrigals and 'Poetry 
and Music' were among the more unusual items. 

Our thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Ferry for their support 
and for their very kind hospitality throughout the 
term. 

P. A. FANNING (Hon. Sec.) 

LES PHILOSOPHES 
The society has met only once this term, but a 

second meeting is planned at which Mr. Kitwood 
will give a paper on 'Nietzsche'. G. Lehner gave an 
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interesting talk on 'An Encounter with Modern 
Drama', illustrated mainly by his own experience 
acting in 'The Brig', and which stimulated a lively 
discussion on the future of drama. 

Our thanks go to the Chairman and his wife for 
their unfailing hospitality. 

P. J. CROWLEY (Hon. Sec.) 

LES POL YGLOTTES 
Owing to 'A' levels, the Society met only twice this 

term. At the first meeting Mr. Rouse very kindly gave 
an extremely interesting paper on 'Wagner'. On 
Tuesday, 6th June, the 'Assistantes' of the Girls' 
School and Lord Digby's were to have given a joint 
paper, but were unable to come because of their 
exams. Instead, we listened to recordings of plays by 
Racine, Corneille and Moliere. We are once again very 
grateful to Mrs. Wilkinson for her unfailing kindness 
and hospitality. 

A. c. w. PECK (Hon. Sec.) 

UNITED SERVICES SOCIETY 
The society met three times this term. D. R. Heard 

began the term with a talk on H.M.S. Hood. For the 
next meeting, Lt.-Col. Tugwell (Parachute Regt.), 
gave an unprejudiced and informative paper on 
'The Army's place in Modern Society'. Finally, Major 
Dudley gave an illustrated and detailed paper on 
'Works Study'. The memberhsip of the society was 
increased after the first paper to include more fifth 
formers. Our thanks as usual to Major Clarke, and 
Mrs. Coombes for the generous supply of refresh
ments. 

P. J. KIDNER (Hon. Sec.) 

WHITEHEAD SOCIETY 
The society met twice this term. At the first meeting 

P. C. Boissier, Esq. gave a most interesting talk on 
Computers. For the second meeting we were very 
fortunate indeed in being able to get D. A. Quadling, 
Esq., who is in charge of the Mathematics Department 
at Marlborough. He gave a fascinating paper on 
'Numbers'. 

Our thanks go once again to our President A. J. 
Yorke Esq., and to Mr. and Mrs. Higginbottom for 
letting us meet in their house. 

A. C. D. RANSOM (Hon. Sec.) 

WILDMAN SOCIETY 
There were only two debates this term. On 9th 

May, after a democratic re-invigoration of the 
Society, Mr. Cordy, seconded by Mr. Fanning, 
argued that 'More means Worse'. Messrs. Carey and 
Howland-Jackson disputed this assumption, and with 
the help of the floor, defeated it by 27-7. The joint 
debate with the Girls' School on the motion that 
'Britain is a Fallen Nation' was a disappointment, 
mainly owing to the frivolity of some. The motion 
was defeated by 78-55. 

Our thanks are due to the Chairman for his in
valuable help. 

G. D. S. SANDEMAN (Hon. Sec.) 



28 THE SHIRBURNJAN 

VALETE 

SCHOOL HOUSE 
J. A. ALLPORT, came 19623, ML6B, House Prefect

to Law. 
J. J. COMERFORD, came 19623, MS6B2, House Prefect 

Electronic engineering. 
P. D. EBERLIE, came 19633, MOD6B3, 3rd XI Cricket 

1966, 1967, Capt. 1966, Fives Badge 1967, Trebles 
1966 and 1967, Green Ribbon Club-to University 
of Western Ontario and Business. 

T. EDWARDS, came 19633, MOD6B, Future un
certain. 

P. T. M. FOSTER, came 19623
, HE6A2, 3rd Tennis 

1966, 1967-to Further Studies? 
A. J. GWINNETT, came 19623

, MOD6B1, House 
Prefect, 3rd XI Hockey, 1965, United Services-to 
Gibraltar and North Africa, then University of 
Madrid. 

P. B. HOLDSWORTH, came 19623
, MOD6B1, Gym 

1967, Boxing 1964, James Rhoades, United 
Services-to Sandhurst and University. 

G. HousTON, came 19623
, MS6B2, House Prefect, 

Duffers-to U.S.A. 
R. D. Krno, came 19621, HE6A2, Upper VI, House 

Prefect-Future uncertam. 
S. C. PATTERSON, came 19632, MOD6B2, Trebles 1966 

-Future uncertain. 
F. M. M. PETo, came 19623, MS6B2, House Prefect, 

2nd XI Hockey (Colours), 1st VI Tennis (Colours), 
Orchestra, Music Club, James Rhoades-to Univer
sity and civil engineering. 

N. C. ROUND-TURNER, came 19623
, MOD6B1-to 

University, then business. 
L. R. SISNETT, came 19622, HE6A3, Upper VI, Head of 

House, 3rd VI tennis 1966, 2nd VI tennis 1967, 
Trebles 1965, Duffers,-to University of Western 
Ontario and business. 

I. A. SMITH, came 19631, MSVIB, 1st XV 1965, 2nd 
XV 1966-to R.A.C. Cirencester. 

E. B. WALSWORTH-BELL, 19631, MS6B1, Captain OJ 
Fives 1966, 1967-Future uncertain. 

ABBEY HOUSE 
A. C. CURRY, came 19623

, MS6B2, House Prefect, 
-to Essex University and commerce. 

G.D. ffRENCH, came 19632, MOD6B1-to Advertising 
or Banking. 

P. J. KIDNER, caIT'e 19623
, MS6A3, Upper VI, House 

prefect, Edwin Davis Memorial Prize, Cross
Country 1966 (Colours), Coxswain, United Services 
(Hon. Sec.), Whitehead, Philosophes-to Dart
mouth and Royal Navy. 

R. B. KINDER, came 19631, MS6A2, Sailing 1965, 1966, 
1967. Colours 1966, 1967, Biology Society-to 
Guy's Hospital. 

E. H. M. LETCHWORTH, came 19633, MOD6B2, 
R.N. Scholarship to Dartmouth, Athletics 1966, 
1967-to Dartmouth and Royal Navy. · 

T. M. WmTEWAY, came 19623
, MOD6B3, Longmuir 

Art Prize 1966, 1967-to Art School. 

THE GREEN 
D. P. S. BEADEL, came 19623, HE6A, Upper Sixth, 

School Prefect, Duffers, Green Ribbon, James 
Rhoades-to University? 

S. W. BucKELL, came 19623, MOD6B3, House 
Prefect, Boxing Team 1963, 1964, 1st VIII Shooting 
1966-Future uncertain. 

J. P. J. TAYLOR, came 19623, CL6A, Upper Sixth, 
House Prefect, Aston Binns German (64) Francis 
Iles 1967, Fletcher French 1966, 1967, 2nd XI 
Hockey (Colours) 1967, Athletics: Colts 1963, 1964, 
Senior (Colours) 1965, 1966, 1967, Interpretes 
Philosophes-to University. 

A. J. H. YouNG, came 19632, MOD6B3, Boxing 1964, 
Biology Society-to Farming. 

HARPER HOUSE 
J. R. DE COURCY-WHEELER, came 19631, MOD6B3, 

House Prefect, !st XI Hockey 1966, 1967 (Sec.), 
2nd XV 1966, James Rhoades-to Trinity College, 
Dublin. 

T. GOODMAN, came 19622, MOD6B1, Gym Squad 
1966, 1967, Colours 1966-to law. 

J. S. HARMER, came 19623, MOD6Bl, Shooting VIII 
1967-to University. 

F. N. ROBERTS, came 19623, ML6 House Prefect 
Shooting 1964, Colours 1965, 1966, 1967 (Capt.): 
Cross-Country 1965 Colours 1966, C.S.M., United 
Services-to Canada and further studies. 

C. T. ROGERS, came 19623, MS6B2, School Prefect, 
1st XI Hockey, 1966, Capt 1967, 1st XI Cricket 
1966, 1967, Rugger 3rd XV 1966, 1967, C.S.M., 
Whitehead-to University? 

C. G. WAITE, came 19623, MS6B2, House Prefect, 
Athletics 1967, Biology Society-to medicine. 

ABBEYLANDS 
J. R. B. BELL, came 19633

, MS6B2, Biology Society, 
-Future uncertain. 

S. T. BEST, came 19622
, ML6B, House Prefect, 3rd 

XV Colours 1966, C.S.M., United Services-to 
Mons O.C.S. and the Army for three years. 

N. W. CURNOW, came 19631, MOD6B2, House 
Prefect, XXX Badge 1966, Trebles 1964, Captain 
of Swimming 1967-Future uncertain. 

R. L. EASTERBROOK, came 19623, ML6B, Upper 
Sixth, Head of House, 1st XV 1966, !st Tennis 
1966, 1967 (Capt.), Trebles 1967, P.T. Instructor 
with Badge, Les Polyglottes-Future uncertain. 

G. A. LEHNER, came 19663
, MOD6BI, Upper Sixth, 

School Prefect, Trebles 1967, Editor Sherborne 
Journal, Green Ribbon, Philosophes-to Wesleyan 
University, U.S.A. and teaching or journalism. 

M. A. LucAs, came 19631, ML6, House Prefect, 
3rd XV, 1966 (XXX Badge), Les Philosophes-to 
Law at Kingston College of Technology. 

D. T. WADDINGTON, came 19623
, MS6B2, New 

Venture 1966, Biology Society, Geography Soci
ety-to University College, Swansea. 



THE SHIRBURNIAN 

LYON HOUSE 
S. J. D. BuSH, came 19631, MOD6B, C.S.M., United 

Services-to Royal Marines. 
N. ~LYNTON REED, came 19631, MOD6B2, 2nd X1 

Cricket 1967 (Colours); 3rd XI Cricket 1966 (Cap) 
-to Sandhurst and Army. 

H.J. M. ELDER, came 196!3, CLVIA1, Upper Sixth, 
House Prefect, Fencing, 1967, Orchestra, Inter
pretes, Duffers, Music Club-to University and/or 
law. 

C. A. HoLDSTOCK, came 19631, MOD6B2, Geo
graphical Society-to University and law 

P. F. C. LEw1s, came 19622, MS6B2-to London 
University and civil engineering. 

J. P. ROPER, came 19623, GE6A2, Upper Sixth• 
2nd. XI 19?6, 1967, 2nd XV 1966, Geography 
Society, Phtlosophes-to Southampton University 
and law. 

C. S. TREADWELL, came 19622, MOD6B3-to civil 
aviation. 

P. B. WEST, came 19632
, MOD6B3, Athletics 1967, 

Geographical Society-to University and law. 

WESTCOTT HOUSE 
R. J. CooK, came 19631, MSVIBl, House Prefect, 3rd 

XI Hockey 1967-to University? 
E. c. DOWDESWELL, came 19623, ML6B, Upper VI, 

School Prefect, Harley Senior Strings 1966, 1967, 
Squash Badge 1966, Capt. 1967, P.T. Instructor 
with Badge, Orchestra (Leader Grade VIII, 
Distinction), Music Club, Les Polyglottes, Duffers
to The Royal College of Music. 

G. P. GoTTo, came 1964', 4E, Athletics 1967 
(Colours)-to Art School. 

R. A. HAMILTON, came 19653
, 4A-to Further Studies. 

D. E. W. LOVELUCK, came 19631, MSVIB-to 
Aeronautical engineering 

C. H. MARSDEN, came 19633, MOD5B, Shooting 
VIII, 1965, 1966, 1967, Trebles 1966-to Further 
Studies. 

J. D. s. SAUNDERS, came 19633 , ML6B, Athletics 
19652

, 19662
, Colours 19672, James Rhoades, Les 

Polyglottes, Les Philosophes-to Further Studies 
and textiles. 

M. c. TUCKER, came 19631, M.S.VIBl, House 
Prefect, Army Scholarship R.M.A., 3rd XI Hockey 
1966, Capt 1967, R.S.M., United Services Society
to Australian Cattle Station and R.M.A. Sandhurst. 
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C. r-.:1· VINE, came 19623
, MOD6B3, E.S.U. Scholar

ship to Suffield Academy, Connecticut, U.S.A., 
Orche~tra-to University and law. 

N. J. WINGFIELD DIGBY, came 19623
, MS6A3, Upper 

Sixth, Head of School, 2nd XI Cricket 1st XI 1967 
P.T: Instructor wit~ Badge, Biol~gy Society'. 
Whitehead, Green Ribbon Duffers, Alchemists
to Bristol University? and ~eterinary science. 

N. J. BRIERLEY, came 19631, Ex-School House MOD 
6B, Upper Sixth, House Prefect, Gym Tear:.i 1964, 
19~5 Capt. 1966, 1967, Orchestra, Music Club, 
Ph1losophes-to Manchester University, then the 
theatre. 

THE DIGBY 
J. F. B. ~UTT, came 19633

, Ex-School House, MS6B1, 
Shooting VIII 1966 (Colours), 1967, Whitehead, 
United Services-to Dartmouth and Royal Navy. 

R. G. J. CAVENDISH, came 19623, Ex-Harper House 
ML6B, 1st XI Cricket 1967 (Colours), 1st XI 
Hockey 1966, 1967, Colours 1967, Philosophes, 
Geography Society-to civil aviation. 

I. S. L. DAMPNEY, 19623
, Ex-Westcott House, MOD 

683, Cross-Country VIII 1967 (Colours), Geo
graphical Society, Biology Society-to Shuttle
worth Agricultural College. 

J. G. PHILLIPS, came 19632, Ex-Abbeylands, MOD6B3 
House Prefect, 2nd XI Cricket 1966 (Colours) 1967'. 
Cross-Country 1965, 1966 (Colours), 1967, Trebles 
1964, United Services, Geographical Society, 
Biology Society-to Mons O.C.S. and Agriculture. 

M. c. SINCLAIR TAYLOR, came 19632, Ex-Westcott 
MS6B2, Sailing-To further studies. 

N. H. E. STAMP, c_ame 19623
, Ex-School House, 

MS6A3, Upper Sixth, Head of House, 1st XI 
Cr!cket 1966 (Colours), 1967 (Capt.), 2nd XI 
Cricket 1965 (Colours), Fives Badge 1967, P.T. 
Instructor with Badge, C.S.M., Whitehead-to 
V.S.O. and University. 

D. STRATO!', came 1962~, Ex-School House, MS6A1, 
Upper Sixth, R.N. Flymg Scholarship, Squash 1967 
(~adge), Sailing 1966, 1967 (Capt.), Alchemists, 
Biology, Whitehead, United Services, Les Philo
sophes-to Medicine. 

0. C. S. SWANN, 19623, Ex-School House, ML6B 
Upper Sixth, House Prefect, Aston Binns (German) 
Junior Langmuir, 3rd XV Rugger (Colours) 1966, 
2nd XI Hockey (Colours) 1966, 1967, Athletics 
Team, 1965, 1966, Green Ribbon, Duffers, Les 
Polyglottes-to University to study Art. 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ A career as a ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

~ CHARTERED ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 

~ ACCOUNTANT ~ 
~ ~ 

~ offers: ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ OPPORTUNITY: ~ 

~ On qualification you can expect a starting salary of ~ 
~ between £1,500 and £1,600 a year in the London ~ 
~ area (commencing salaries will normally be less in ~ 

~ the provinces). Opportunities are open to you in ~ 
~ practice, in industry and commerce, education or a ti 
~ ~ ~ variety of other walks of life. ~ 

~ It takes three, four or five years to qualify as a ~ 

~ chartered accountant, depending on the level of ~ 
~ education you have reached. This, your age and the ~ 
~ ~ 
~ district in which you work will govern your salary ~ 

~ during training. ~ 

~ ~ 
~ VARIETY: ~ 

~ Accountancy is not a dull or monotonous pro- ~ 
~ fession. Many problems, each requiring a different ~ 
~ ~ ~ solution, occur every day and it is often necessary ~ 

~ for the chartered accountant and his articled ~ 

~ clerks to travel extensively, sometimes abroad. ri 
~ ~ 
~ SECURITY: il 
il Ch d I . d d Th ~ ~ artere accountants are a ways m eman . ey ~ 

~ can be sure of employment and opportunities for ~ 

~ advancement whatever the political situation or the ~ 

~ state of the business economy. ~ 
~ ~ 
~. H ~ The booklets "Why not become a Chartered Accountant?" ~ 

~.~ and "See a Chartered Accountant" issued by The Institute .~ 
~ of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales will tell ~ 

~ you more. Send for copies to: ~ 

The Secretary, The Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales. 
City House, 56/66 Goswe/l Road, London E.C.J. 

Please send me copies of"Why not become a Chartered Accountant?" and 
"See a Chartered Accountant" 

NAME. ... ........... ADDRESS ... 



Phantom Supersonic m~lti-role air· 
craft. 15 times a record breaker. 

Nimrod World's first land-based 
turbo-jet submarine hunter-killer and 
maritime reconnaissance aircrafL 

VC10 World-beating British airliner. 
Now developed as the R.A.F.'s latest 
strategic transport. Only 16 hours 
flying time to Singapore. Hercules Versatile tactical transport. 

Belfast Strategic freighter. A.A.L's 
biggest-ever aircraft. 

Dominie Fast. twin-jet advanced 
navigation trainer, already in R.A.F. 
service. 

Have you any plans for the future? 
Above are some of the R.A.F.'s 

The R.A.F. is also seeking a new generation of 
officers. Not only the pilots and navigators who 
will fly the new aircraft, but also the Ground 
Branch officers who make flying possible: the 
engineers, logistics experts, personnel managers, 
ground defence specialists, air traffic and fighter 
controllers and many others. They will all have 
important work to do. 
If you are interested, now is the time to do some
thing about it. Ask your Careers Master for some 

R.A.F. pamphlets--0r get him to arrange for 
you to meet your R.A.F. Schools Liaison Officer 
for an informal chat. 
Or, if you prefer, write to Group Captain M.A. 
D'Arcy, R.A.F., Adastral House, (25HDr), 
London, WCr. Please give your date of birth and 
saywhat qualifications you have or are studying for 
(minimum 5 G.C.E. '0' levels including English 
language and mathematics), and whether more 
interested in a flying or ground branch career. 



.------------------, I Vth and VI th formers: 

I I I How Westminster Bank I 
1 ansuvers 1 
I 6 essential questions I 
I you should ask any I 
1 prospective employer 1 
I I 
I 'Is it work I'll enjoy?' 'Banking is important in the running of the country I 

... so you are important. You meet and help all I kinds of people from housewife to industrialist, I 
actress to research chemist. Whilst you're helping 

I them, Westminster Bank will be helping you to get I 
on in every way.' 

I 'What about my training?' 'You'll get every chance to improve your manage- I 
ment skills by internal courses, business school 

I both here and in America, and attachment to I 
another company or bank abroad.' I 'What are my prospects... 'Well, we aim to take every recruit through to I 

I 
is there a good chance of Management and salaries from £z,200 to £6,500 

1 promotion?' and beyond. Our Senior Management Develop-
ment Plan ensures early opportunities for the most 

I promising.' I 
'Sounds tremendous ••• but 'We have branches in nearly all towns •.. so you 

I where would I have to work?' can start near home if you like. And as Westminster I 
Bank has world-wide associations, there is even I the chance of foreign travel.' I 

'All right, so banking is a 'The banking habit is growing, the population is 

I good job at the moment but growing, and so is Westminster Bank. We are in I 
what about the future?' credit cards, hire purchase, merchant banking and 

I many other services. With assets running into I 
hundreds of millions, Westminster really is a bank 

I with a future.' I 
'OK then, I've got 5 '0' levels, 'Let's see •.. when you start off there are several 

I 2 'A's and I'm 18 ••• how scales of salary to suit different abilities. In Central I 
much would I be paid, London you can earn from £595 to £655 atthe age 

I starting now?' ofeighteenandattwenty-twofrom£775to£1,100. I 
In the country slightly less. Interested ? 

h
Yes!' 'Then fill this coupon in and post it off today.' I -----------------To: General Manager, Staff Control, Westminster Bank Ltd., 41 Lothbury, London, E.C.2. I 

I Please send me more information about careers at Westminster Bank. I 
I NMIB.......................................................................................... I 

::!o 0 o I ADDRESS....................................................................................... 0 O' 0 0 I 
~-~~-~-~~-~-;;~·~·~·;;~·~·;;~-~o:.J 



A career 
of challenge and 

opportunity 

Yours as an officer in the Royal Navy 
Today's Royal Navy has a vital, world
wide role to play-with new ships, new 
weapons and more nuclear power. It 
offers you an assured future in a career 
of great scope and opportunity. 

As a naval officer you are a true 
professional: an expert in seamanship 
and in a technical capacity, working 
with advanced weapons and equipment. 

You will be totally engaged in one of 
the most exciting and adventurous 
callings a man can have. And you'll 
lead an active life with world travel, 
fine company and a full and varied 
social life. 

If you are aiming for a degree, 'A' 
levels or 5 or more 'O' levels, you could 
qualify for a permanent or short service 

commission, as an officer in the Royal 
Navy or the Royal Marines. There are 
schemes which can help to pay your 
school expenses and you can qualify 
for a cadetship when you go up to 
University. 
For full details write to
Officer Entry Section (2501), 
Old Admiralty Building, 
Whitehall, London, S.W.1. 
Please give your full name, age, school 
and qualifications achieved (or ex
pected). Even if you are only 14, you 
should enquire now! 

Royal Navy 

Lt. McCaskill in command of his own ship- at 241 



OPENING 
AN 
ACCOUNT 

CHOOSING A CAREER 

Choosing your bank is too important a step to take on the strength 
of an advertisement; choose right and you have some 
good friends for life-for you'll soon come to value your banking 
account as something more than a matter of business. 
Even less are you likely to make your final choice of a career 
because of something you've read in a magazine. 
So all that this advertisement seeks to do is to suggest that 
Barclays would be a good choice, when you decide to open your first 

banking account or if you think that banking 
offers you the scope you are looking for. 
In either case why not call at your nearest branch 
of Barclays and talk it over with our people there? 

BARCLAYS BANK 
Money is our business 



' . 
TO THE '~ TOP' [fil'jj' uoorn ~ 
i§ 'JV . ,~ there's a better career 
:I in the Post Office 
Cl 
a: 
::I: ... ... 
::I: 
~ -a: ... ..... 
~ = IZ ... 

There's a wide choice of work for young men and women. 
But whichever section of the G.P.O. you choose, your 
career will be full of interest, rich in opportunities for 
advancement and well rewarded right from the start. 

'0' LEVEL-brings opportunities in 
CLERICAL 
POSTAL 
SCIENTIFIC AND 
ENGINEERING SECThlNS 

'A' LEVEL-For students at this level there are 
interesting careers in the 
EXECUTIVE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
ENGINEERING AND 
SCIENTIFIC DEPARTMENTS 

STUDENT APPRENTICESHIPS 
Every year the Post Office offers students with good 'A' 
level passes in science subjects a number of Student 
Apprenticeships which guarantee a University degree 
course • 

GRADUATES 
The Post Office offers Science, Engineering and Arts 
Graduates stimulating careers which carry responsibility 
and good prospects. 
Write to us for details-

APPOINTMENTS BRANCH (SH) 
POST OFFICE HEADQUARTERS, 

TENTER HOUSE, 45 MOORFIELDS, 
LONDON EC2 

The 600 ft. Post Office Tower in 
London for television and 
telephone transmissions. 



'The headmaster wants to see you' 

'Tell him I can give him 20 minutes 
next Tuesday at 11' 

If you join Lloyds Bank the day may well come when your former headmaster seeks 
an appointment to discuss finance with you. Or it could be the local factory owner, 
garage proprietor, baker or builder who needs advice and help. A bank manager at 
Lloyds Bank is at the hub of local industry and commerce, in constant touch with all 
kinds of people from all walks of life. 
But branch management is only one of the many fascinating careers open to the 
young man of vision, drive and ambition. 
In the Foreign Exchange department your world is the whole world; at the Executor 
and Trustee Department you are an administrator; in the Research Department, a 
Computer Programmer. Lloyds won't hold you back if you have talent. You'll be 
encouraged. Promotion can be rapid. 
If you have "A" levels or a good "O" level list and wish to know more about life at 
Lloyds Bank, write for an interview to 

THE STAFF CONTROLLER, LLOYDS BANK LIMITED, 234 HIGH STREET, EXETER, DEYON. 






