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2 THE SH/RB UR.NIAN 

sherborne 
As may be seen from the lack of content in the Literary Section of the magazine, 

the Shirburnian is once again suffering from lack of creative support from its audience. 
Much of this is undoubtedly due to the pressure of "O" and "A" Levels, but it may be 
hoped that following the latest highly successful edition of the "Harpoon" others may 
be encouraged to participate in this field. However since the Editorial has officially been 
abandoned owing to its "well-meaning exhortations descending too often to the platitudi
nous" it is obviously time to change the subject. 

In the effort to bring parents and masters into closer contact a Parent/Master Meeting 
was held for parents of Fifth Formers who wished to meet their son's masters, in the Big 
Schoolroom. This appears to have been a success from the parents' point of view, but 
many of the victims have expressed concern! The experiment in Exeats has continued, 
with the same measure of success, and the school has had its first ever Summer half-term, 
which was a much needed break with tradition. 

The school was also "torn away" from work to enable the Christian Aid Fete to take 
over the Courts; this was run by all the schools in Sherborne, containing all the attractions 
necessary to make a good fete. It was very successful in raising money for Christian Aid, 
as well as giving a great deal of enjoyment and it is to be hoped that similar events will 
take place in the future. 

The Wildman firmly re-established its popularity with a debate on the motion "The 
power of the Trades Unions at the Shopfloor level has increased, is increasing, and ought 
to be diminished" There were several outside speakers, mainly drawn from the Transport 
and General Workers Union, who brought out a large audience even though the main 
"attraction'', Mr. Ron Nethercott, the representative for the Union, could not be present. 
After some amusing speeches, the motion was duly carried by a large majority. On a 
slightly different note the fourth form now have to undergo the Birkbeck Tests, under the 
auspices of the Public Schools Appointments Bureau; these are a type of aptitude test 
to find out what one ought to do on leaving school, which will undoubtedly be a help to 
those that have no ideas on the subject. 
Commem. passed off very smoothly with Speeches becoming a firmly re-established 
feature. For the first time the Headmaster was able to address School, teaching staff and 
all parents, thanks to the temporary erection of a huge marquee on the Upper, and to 
put forward exciting plans for the future development of the School. 
Farewell 

We have to say goodbye to a number of masters leaving in their several directions. 
It is particularly sad to think of Sherborne without Mr. Gourlay but he leaves the 
second edition of his History of the School as his monument; an appreciation of his career 
and a review of his book appear elsewhere. Mr. Wordsworth who leaves after eight 
years as School Chaplain will, too, be a loss to the Sherborne community. Mr. Godbert 
is returning to New Zealand, a risky business just now with the Common Market 
negotiations and the Lions rugby tour both tending to strain relations with our antipodean 
kith and kin; his unobtrusive but highly appreciated hard work in the Biology Department · 
and with the Canoe Club which he founded will be sorely missed. Mr. Venning leaves 



THE SHIRBURNIAN 3 

after a year as Assistant Director of Music and Organist; Mr. Ormsby-Lennon departs 
after two terms, in which time he had a great impact on the English Department, to 
continue his University studies in America. Mr. Ferguson, too, goes West, home to 
Chicago whence Mr. Daniels is expected to return in time for the Michaelmas term. 
Claude Fatome returns to France after assisting the French Department for two terms. 
We say goodbye, too, to Mr. Timmins who leaves the School after twelve years work 
in the Gymnasium and as Fencing Instructor. Finally we must note the retirement of 
Miss Flindall who leaves Sherborne after eighteen years as Headmaster's Secretary, 
during which time she did much to ease the running of the School. We extend our 
thanks and best wishes to them all. 

Mr. Walford leaves Abbey House and, for the first time in his thirty three years in 
the school, will be without a direct house association; we wish him enjoyment of his 
unaccustomed leisure. He is succeeded by Mr. Knott. 

It has been proposed that in future all the rugger programme will be confined to 
the Michaelmas Term, thus bringing forward the Seniors, Colts, and Junior Leagues 
Competitions, and enabling the Hockey games and competitions to start earlier, since 
bad weather often causes long delays forcing matches to be played after trunks have 
been packed. This will rectify an anomaly that has long been present and confine rugger 
to one sweet but short period. 

Congratulations 
Our congratulations go to Mr. & Mrs. Elliott on the birth of a daughter, and to 

Dr. and Mrs. Russ on the birth of their second daughter. 

J.N.W. 
Jeremy \Vordsworth came to Sherborne from Felsted in 1963. In eight years a minor 

revolution has taken place in attitudes towards organised worship and religious education 
in schools, and Sherborne is fortunate in having had such a wise and thoughtful chaplain 
during that time. \Ve have seen many changes, all designed to meet what he considered 
were real needs or genuine an.xieties, and not gimmicks to suit some temporary fashion. 
It is significant that they have been carried through, not by an unwilling establishment 
in response to outside pressures, but with the ready cooperation of boys and masters alike. 
Also behind all the changes and experiments has been a sense of permanence, engendered 
by Jeremy's friendly insistence in adhering to the simple basic truths of our faith. 

\Ve shall remember, amongst many other things, his willingness to solve problems 
with people rather than for them; his determination that boys should learn the relevance 
and value of Christianity in a civilized 20th century setting; his introduction and inspir
ation of the Social Service; his vigorous activity on rugger field and fives court; his 
generous entertaining; and his relations. Before his arrival Jeremy was known to be 
related to poet and bishop, but no one was prepared for the apparently limitless supply of 
beautiful young persons artlessly introduced as his cousins. 

That Sherborne has become a much friendlier school in the last decade must be due 
in part to Jeremy's own infectious friendliness, cutting successfully across barriers of age, 
house and sex. We shall miss him very much and congratulate Southwark on its new 
succentor and Guys on their new chaplain. 

J.D.L. 
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A. B. Gourlay 

A.B.G. came to Sherborne in September 1929. At Westminster he had been a day
boy scholar: he was, and remains, at heart a Londoner, and had not known the rigours of 
a boarding school. At Oxford he had taken the full course in Classics, but he was 
appointed as a Lower School form master, and it was some years before he was given the 
"O" Level work which he has done ever since. He claims to have taught every subject 
in the School's curriculum except Science and Russian: certainly he had from the start 
experience of a large number of average boys in their early years at the school. In his 
first year he led the orchestra in a town performance of The Mikado, and the Director 
of Music has been able to call upon his violin ever since: as a sideline, he took violin 
pupils until professional help was enlisted, in 1929 not one boy learnt the instrument. 

He joined the Corps at once to fill a gap, and served for twenty years, often in the 
vital but unglamorous role of quartermaster. For twenty five years he was content to 
referee Senior Leagues. His friends recall lighter moments at tennis or fives, even (once) 
on the stage or at the Bridge table. But from the start he showed the devotion to duty 
and dislike of the limelight so typical of him now. There was some surprise when in 1936 
he was appointed School House Tutor, a post of some prestige and then generally associ
ated with athletic ability and enthusiasm. In School House he remained for twenty five 
years, becoming Housemaster when the Headmaster gave up the House in 1946. Of this 
aspect, an outsider can only say that he seemed to be notably successful in winning the 
support and affection of that individualistic community. 

It was especially fitting for him to preside over School House, the nucleus from which 
the School grew, since he had now embarked on the years of patient research which 
culminated in his History of Sherborne School (1st Edn. 1950, 2nd Edn. 1971). It was a 
lucky chance for the School. A master who left in 1938 had bequeatheed to him some 
slides which roused his interest: another, on leaving for military service in 1941, handed 
over a cupboard in which were housed such archives as the School possessed, rescued from 
oblivion in the dusty drawers of the Library. (How fitting it is that the archives should 
be housed in murky little Room 18, now renamed the Beckett Room, where so many 
generations learnt his routine from the cautionary placards on the walls.) Since then he 
has tirelessly collected prints and photographs, many of which now grace the walls of 
Conference Room andJCR, and spent much of his holidays in the British Museum or the 
London Library: for the 2nd Edition, he scanned copies of local newspapers for the last 
200 years. The writer, who was privileged to read the proofs of both editions, can testify 
to the immense trouble he took over accuracy, style and punctuation. 

Exegit monumentum-and the School has gained financially from it also. The 
proceeds of the 1st Edition went to supply chairs for the Big School after its renovation: 
he has entirely met the cost of the 2nd Edition, and all proceeds from sales will go to 
heating the Swimming Bath; here one may mention that on giving up School House he 
offered to supervise the Bath, and did six years of that drudgery. He had previously 
paid for the extension of the School Pavilion on the Upper. 

This is a plain record of achievement, such as he would himself prefer, but I must 
end with a few words about the man. Though very sensitive to the feelings of others, 
he remains resolutely himself in any company: perhaps this is why he avoids social 
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gatherings, where chameleons prosper. He is as austere in his personal habits as he is 
generous in good causes: his friends cannot persuade him that his health matters. A.B.G. 
is as much a character as any of the masters of whom he has written, and as dedicated as 
any. The School is the richer for it, and has every reason to thank him as we say VALE. 

G.G.G. 

Mr. Cooper's Collages 

"They are all very much alike" I heard someone say when I visited the inaugural 
exhibition of the Tuckshop Gallery, "Collages" by William Cooper, and this was the only 
drawback of an otherwise excellent exhibition. Mr. Cooper is able to choose interesting 
and outstanding colour combinations, the various shapes which make up the Collages 
are well picked and masterfully assembled. Mr. Cooper has complete control over the 
technique of collage and can make it say exactly what he wants it to. 

However the similarity between the pictures does not detract from the merit of an 
individual work. I was particularly impressed by "Mauve Evening in Spain". Mr. 
Cooper has caught the extremely hot, shimmering atmosphere of a Mediterranean 
evening. In the forefront stands a tree of deep green which contrasts most effectively 
with the sky of deep purple. Anyone who doubts Mr. Cooper's gift for colour should 
study this picture and he will doubt no longer. 

"Mauve Evening in Spain" is part of a large section in which Mr. Cooper deals with 
continental scenes, another section deals with industrial scenes. He names these collages 
"Industrial Backcloth" or, topically, "Dawn Pollution". Here shape predominates, vast 
buildings and chimneys overshadow the inhabitants, cardboard characterless figures. 
The grey background emphasises the characterlessness of the lives. These pictures show 
the reverse side of Mr. Cooper the geographer: Mr. Cooper the pessimist. 

Mr. Cooper is to be congratulated on his work and we wish him well for his forth
coming London exhibition at the Drian Galleries. 

S. F. Latimer 
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A History of Sherborne School. (second edition) By A. B. Gourlay 

Sawtells of Sherborne Ltd. 1971. £2.10 (Two guineas.) 

It is twenty years since the first edition of Mr. Gourlay's History of Sherborne School, 
and now, to compensate us for the impending retirement from the Sherborne community 
of one of its great figures, he has given us a second edition, enlarged and brought up to 
1970; twelve hundred and sixty five years, from St. Aldhelm to Mr. Powell. 

This book is, of course, all that a School history should be ... exhaustive, scholarly, 
thoroughly documented, with a full index ... a book to which we can turn for infor
mation for many years to come, a book to browse in, to remind us of how much we have 
to be thankful for in the long tradition of the School. For academic tradition is a frail 
thing; an ill-chosen Headmaster, an awkward Governor, a litigious parent, a rushed 
Act of Parliament, a doctrinaire educationist, and the fabric totters. At Sherborne it 
several times tottered but never fell. This is part of Mr. Gourlay's theme. And if we 
sometimes feel harassed in our attempts to defend what we see as the true academic 
tradition, we can take consolation from these pages; it has all happened before. There is, 
for example, this from an early eighteenth century parent: "(My boys) ought to have 
been in Holland learning accounts as well as languages and the mathematics, which 
would have fitted them for business .... Two years at an academy were enough to varnish 
them over; therefore I think they were right to leave that place and to learn what would 
do them more good." 

But the book is much more than a record of events concerning one School. The 
inclusion of significant detail which abounds and delights is dictated by a great love of 
the place, its history and its buildings, and a generous pleasure in its success; but we are 
reminded of wider horizons in many ways. Again and again in footnote and illustration 
(the illustrations arc lavish and one of the great achievements of the book), we arc guided 
to the detail that gives life to the whole and fits the history of the School into its place in 
a larger story; the Old Shirburnian who spent five years as a galley slave; the seven 
victims of the Bloody Assize hanged from the Bow Arch, and their skulls and quarters 
afterwards displayed there: "the spot is but twenty yards from the School and must have 
been in full view of the boys on their way to work"; the glaziers's bills in the early school 
accounts ... all enormous; the prodigiously long terms of the eighteenth century, the 
second "half" lasting from June to December; the Ostiarius prefect whose duty (in the 
1679 Statutes) was to "sit by the Door to give answer to Strangers and keep the rest from 
running out"; and the most intriguing footnote of them all in a book positively Gibbonian 
in the quality of its footnotes: "There are several references in the Abbey accounts at the 
end of the sixteenth century to "the Queen's Players" performing in the Church House. 
Shakespeare is known to have toured with these troupers and may well have acted within 
fifty yards of the school itself." 

Urbane, witty, balanced, the book is above all infused with a Herodotean delight in 
the vagaries of mankind. Examples abound; Canon W cstcott refusing to talk to a parent 
he particularly disliked in any language other than Ancient Greek; the furious Toogood 
denouncing the conduct of the school in the late eighteenth century: "Is it not notorious 
that the boys arc taught to construe by translation, and that they are never required to 
parse? Is it not fact that the Master has been known to correct Latin exercises into false 
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grammar; and is it not usual to say in Oxford, on the appearance of a lad from your 
School, 'Here comes another of .............. .'s blockheads'? Is it not your duty to enquire 
into these abuses and rectify them as far as you can? More especially as the Master, 
PLAUSIBLE, has said: 'I do not care whether I deserve the salary as long as I have it'?"; 
the American soldier in the Second World War "in all good faith asking a delighted 
occupant (of Westcott House) whether this was the town penitentiary"; Harper's private 
fire brigade, with the boys coming back for hot brandy and water before they went to bed; 
the Victorian schoolboys' reactions to spotty dog and soap ... "spotty dog, a kind of 
jam roll with currants instead of jam. To have eaten this unpopular pudding would have 
meant social ostracism. . . . It was a tradition on arrival after the holidays to throw the 
cakes of soap provided out of the window and substitute what we brought ourselves. 
The soap was gathered up next day and reissued at the beginning of next term". 

It is all delightful and instructive; and what more could one ask? Well, if one were 
very demanding, one could ask for that wisdom that shines through the book and for the 
faith that the best will endure. "Changes will come, but they do not seem so imminent 
and revolutionary as to make repetition of the old words of the Charter absurd in 1970. 

'Perpetuis futuris temporibus duratura.' " It is a rich book, overflowing with good things, 
and a worthy memorial ofits author. 'Ve must hope that Putney, his choice for retirement, 
will appreciate him as much as Sherborne does. 

R.S.G. 
(Reprinted by kind permission of The Western Ga;:.ette) 

THE MIKADO 

The School seems to be establishing a new dramatic tradition, and an excellent one 
at that, to be included as the centre piece of the Commemoration Celebrations. With 
Iolanthe and The Gondoliers to their credit there has now been added to their 
achievements The Mikado. 

For four days, upwards of 2500 people had the privilege, and even more the pleasure, 
of Gilbert and Sullivan opera as it should be seen and heard. To understand the problems 

· that go into this sort of production is to appreciate even more the success it achieved. 
To train individuals to both sing and act, and to rehearse a large chorus endlessly would 
be difficult enough if just one School was involved at the end of a long and tiring term; 
to combine our own performers with those of Lord Digby's Girls School and bring them 
together in one single cast is an unenviable task. Add to this the unexpected hazard of a 
heat wave on each night of the performance and it is amazing that the performance never 
lost its verve or its enthusiasm. 

Once again it was the quality of the orchestra that held the whole production 
together and from the first bar of the overture we felt confident that Mr. Ferry and those 
involved with him were going to give a sustained performance of Sullivan's music of really 
high standards. 'Vhen the curtain was raised to reveal the pastel shades of an oriental 
landscape, we were immediately taken into the atmosphere of Japan. 
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How the costumes, some of which were superb, made the figures stand out as they 
rhythmically moved their forms. How the opening chorus with its staccato movements 
conveyed the whole Gilbertean preposterousness of the plot, which is flimsy and predic
table but nevertheless at the same time satirical and human. Whether the author would 
have approved of the contemporary references to Mr. 'Wilson and Yeovil I don't know, 
but he would certainly have seen their humour. 

Against this background the soloists made their contributions which, it would be 
perhaps only far to point out, seemed a little divorced at times from the main action. 
However as individuals they showed their talents and their versatility. D. Wilson as the 
Wandering Minstrel showed a quality of tone in his singing which more than made up 
for the somewhat faltering top notes and a happy involvement in the part that was very 
persuasive. To give substance to this lead there was N. Hoskin, Poo Ba, with his rich tones 
and his urbane and sardonic confidence as the Lord High Everything. His miming was 
quite outstanding as was that of the Executioner (P. Andrews-Speed). Here was a deman
ding part for both singer and actor and he accomplished both with verve, adding his own 
individualistic skills as a dancer. With the Mikado himself we had the commanding 
presence of P. Crocker who wafted his way through the score and brought the house 
down, with his macabre gestures. Of the male parts perhaps only the 4 noblemen 
of Japan looked slightly ill at ease but even they sang with conviction. It was 
hardly their fault that the trio of Ko Ko's wards made them appear just that little bit 
uncertain by contrast. For in these three girls and more especially Julia Clarke as 
Yum Yum we had a clarity of tone that was enviable. To add to her freshness and 
vitality, there was that of Jane Osborne as Pitti Sing and Elizabeth Leslie Jones as 
Peep Bo. To their simpering and giggling they added some exhuberant singing. I come 
to Katisha last only because she is the last of the principles to come on the stage. However 
much of Act 2 has a real tour de force simply because of her presence let alone the surge 
of her voice and the imperiousness in her acting. To Miss Susan Rawlinson should go a 
special accolade in bringing out the best of Nanki Poo, Ko Ko and the Mikado in the 
closing choruses. 

As with the previous Gilbert and Sullivan productions I was left at the end with a 
sense of exhilaration. The audience had enjoyed themselves but even more the cast had 
enjoyed themselves. 

This sort of production is a tremendous challenge to the resources of the school and 
our guest Lord Digby's. Success had been achieved by harmonising and coordinating a 
whole range of talents and abilities by our producer Mr. R. S. Glen. Surely he must 
be the most pressurised of all schoolmasters over Commemoration, but whatever he feels, 
he never shows it. Above all his reward must not be the applause as the curtain goes 
down but the gratitude of those who have taken part that it was more than worth all the 
effort. 

D.0. 
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The Commem. Art Exhibition: The Methodist Schoolroom. 

"The Hall of Bright Paintings" 

II 

The I97 r Commemoration Exhibition yielded a rich catch throughout the spectrum 
of activities existing under the name of Art. The lighting indeed seemed to give the title 
of the display its authenticity, rather than the works themselves providing an aesthetic 
radiance of their own; it also served to highlight a continual problem in mounting 
such exhibitions: that of finding enough room for a sufficiently large number of 
paintings in order to display the maximum talent in the Art department; and that above 
all was the primary design behind this year's exhibition. 

From ceramics and wonderfully wrought clock arms through to what one might 
think were lumps of glazed stone on a leather thong and rings (selling for around a £I), 
the whole place did resemble something of a bazaar, with people haggling over prices 
intent on purchasing a bargain rather than appreciating any genuine talent along the 
walls. There was a remarkable dearth of sketches and drawings, which for a summer 
term and numerous art department outings to local vicinities, seemed somewhat sur
prising. It would, in discmsing the actual exhibition, be useless to attempt an appreciation 
of any individual works; but it would suffice to say that the whole gamut of schoolboy 
imagery was there from 2nd to 6th form, from a somewhat Atlasian character of a 
crucified Christ(?) to an attempt at a Schwitters scrap-paper collage, from an old man 
playing a guitar (a modified Picasso) to an emulation of the Mondrian technique. There 
was perhaps just one characteristic of the schoolboy mentality missing; and that was the 
theme of death. There were one or two battlefield scenes, and an anaemic looking 
yellow Christ etc. etc.; but the only really gruesome titbit was in the form of a magazine 
cutting depicting 2 dead Vietcong (burnt to death by a flame thrower ?)-pleasant indeed 
for a Commemoration weekend. Still one must allow the individual's imagination to 
attain full expression. 

In concluding, one can only say that once again Mr. Clark has shown the art 
department to have been rejuvenated beyond belief and offered itself successfully as a 
primary element in the life of the school community. 

M. L. Bridges 
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Through the spiked skyscraper of rose bud bearing branches. 
The cat haunts the mouse. 
Across the open road he tries to cross. 
Always the steel claws of the traffic halt him. 
Changing, warped, lights of quick descent. 
Pull him back among the towers 
He starves for the open grass, but senselessly. 
Always flickering eyes of the city draw him backwards. 
Again he climbs for the air up the columns of the smog. 
But he always pulls himself down, 
The head tossed across systems of screaming electronics. 
Always falls subconsious to the subjection of himself by himself. 
Always, Always. 

THE SHIRBURNIAN 

A.]. Forbes 
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This my tale is of the Whit Castel, as you shal heere: 
It bifel that upon a morweninge 
A man, highte Sperhauk, a ful proud lordinge 
Cam unto the heighe Whit castel wal, 
And anon he spake to those peple alle. 
"Lordinges", quod he "I, the gretest knight 
Of al the lond, wol with any man fight. 
Doutelees I wol han hem deed anon 
(Or elles I wolde be fro this lond gon). 
And your gretest knights shul clepe me "Lorde" 
Or they shal falle to my sword." 
Whan he did speke the peple gan gronen 
For they saugh that few were strenger than hem. 
"Alias, forthwith how may we betide, 
For this day shal we lesen al oure pride?" 
Sodeynly a gentil sire renne fro that citee 
And alle the peple were ful of pitie, 
For they saugh he hadde ne armour, nonne 
But with only a staf hadde he gon. 
Whan that proude knight saugh that pauvre ladde 
He laughed as if he nevere wolde be sadde. 
But right anon those mannes tweye 
Did gan that battle with a fol loude crie. 
Sperhauk in his armour so brighte 
Was so streit with that grete weighte, 
·whereas that oother smal, fetys manne 
Wroghte Sperhauk sik as he ronne. 
Sodeynly he springen with his longe staf 
And a grete roore the knight yaf, 
Whan the ladde rive hem hath betwix the boons. 
Sith thilke day, as I have understood, 
Did drinke and playen, as echon wolde, 
And myrie was the Whit Castel. 

N. P. Douglas 
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Lonely old man 
He sat there in his one-roomed house, 

clutching his few and only possessions, 
waiting for it to come. 

He wasn't afraid, 
he'd lived with it for ninety years, 

just waiting, 
waiting for the day when would come 

clear as trumpet blast the final call; 
He knew it was coming, now, this day, 

His bones creaked like the skeleton to be 
His skin crackled and hurt like a 

newly fed fire, 
But the fire in him was dimming, 

Once it would have taken a thousand 
great lakes to dim that fire, 

Now he was as a dying match 
which could be spat upon and extinguished, 

Dying yes, 
But.a match for nothing, 
Verdun, Gallipoli, Jutland, Somme 

he lived them all with it closer than now 
yet it was seventy years later that it chose to call him, 

It was knocking at his front door 
yet now he didn't want to let it in, 
The spider in the corner was making 

its home in his, 
Its life just beginning 
While his was just beginning 

to end, 
And outside in the bright flower

scented world, 
A bright pinked baby was just 

beginning its see-saw life in this great 
world. 
I ts cot was his coffin 

But as he thought of passed chances 
he had no regrets 
He was old now, the light was 

shining bright and new in its socket, 
A fire crackled and ejected 
cinders from the grate 

All told of life except 
one hand slipping quietly to the floor. A. S. Greig 
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Samson 

And so it rained all day, 
Droplets coursing down the misted pane 
Like beaded sorrow down a mirror, 
Halting. 
I think back hazily. 
Swimming, recollect your laugh; 
Remember what we said 
And what we left implied. 
Outside cars swash by, 
Tyre on tarmac destiny bound, 
Imaging my listlessness 
With grating gear crash wrench. 
Gloom deepens, 
Trees drip damply, 
And I wonder when I'll see you next. 

Where tawny sunslight dapples round 
The utter crystal stream 
And mutter forth from rocks their sound 
The waters as they teem; 
There may we look on paradise 
Ablaze with light, not fire 
While far around the desert dries, 
A smouldering, flatten'd pyre. 
Dry, roughened, crackened, harsh, 
The desert of life and light: 
It glowers at a winding sparse 
Of worm-column in its sight. 
The column grows from out the haze, 
To human forms fragments: 
Though paradise lights up their gaze, 

THE SHIRBURNIAN 

M.K.Crow 
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Their limbs arc now close-bent. 
They cluster round the living streams; 
A choosing then takes place: 
Some lapped like dogs, some drowned their dreams, 
Some put slow hand to face. 
Then all their all-before forgot 
And drowsed were led away 
In spirit's womb to be begot, 
On Nicodemus' way. 
But one refuses, stops and stands, 
Halts, holds himself upright; 
Asserts himself, throws out his hands 
And lifts eyes to the light: 
~·ye Gods that mortal lives do bend, 
To you I bend my prayer; 
Though desert harsh my life may end, 
I ne'er will drink my share!" 
Thus spoke Samson. Immortal plied 
Whispers he heard not : 
He'd bathed not in the stream beside, 
And thus had nought forgot. 
Then some, those slow-sipped stream who'd took 
Followed Samson's journey; 
To desert's never-ending look; 
To scorched eternity. 
There Samson views from mountain height 
The Jordan stream forsook; 
Docs he hesitate in wandering through mind's night? 
0, Samson's stony look! 

A. R. Attwood 

l 
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• music 
Organ Recital 

Amidst considerable technical difficulties Mark Venning brought to a peak his 
career at Sherbome by an impressive recital in the Abbey on Monday 28th June. The 
organ was then being reconstructed so that about half of the total capacity was not 
usable-only six stops from the pedal organ's eighteen were in use and the Choir, Great, 
and Swell organs were similarly restricted. Mr. Venning was also accompanied all 
through the recital by a high-pitched squeak on the choir organ, which luckily did not 
manage to spoil the atmosphere of the music. 

Despite these and other hitches, the recital got off to a good start with Buxtehude's 
Prelude and Fugue in G minor, one of his best known works. This set a high standard 
for what was to come, being played soberly and majestically as it should. It was followed 
by three short Bach chorale Preludes from the Orgelbiichlein which show Bach's remarkable 
flair for ingenuity in his improvisation of plain Lutherian hymn tunes. They also served 
as a breathing-space before one of the two major works of the evening. Bach's Passacaglia 
and Fugue in C minor, one of his greatest compositions though not originally intended for 
the organ. This was performed with the flow and sense of moving harmony that this 
beautiful piece of music requires, and thus became the most enjoyable experience of the 
evening. After it came two pieces, which again were intended as a breathing-space; the 
first, a fantasia on the notes C, F, G, E, was a frivolous but enjoyable argument between 
several voices, which were all eventually converted so that one sequence won. Next 
came Reger's Prelude in E, which will never cease to alert an ear only faintly inclined 
to music. It starts with a pleasant melody, like something of Handel's, but this sweetness 
is soon soured by a typically Reger/romantic disrespect for pleasant harmony. Very 
subtly the composer interweaves unpleasantries in the harmony so that they are obtrusive 
but not altogether obnoxious. The recital ended with Jongen's Sonata Eroica, a loud, 
splashy and romantic work incorporating all the tricks of loud, splashy and romantic 
organ, several of which the Abbey organ possesses. The Sonata was the second major 
work of the evening and was performed with ample fervour, so that it sounded much as 
the composer intended, the "Big Cathedral sound", with "organo pleno" written in for
bidding print on the edition, and a liberal use of the "fruity" reeds on the pedal organ. 
The organ transformed what could have been an ordinary piece of music into something 
having character, though at times it became sligl?.tly vulgar. 

The recital was better attended than was expected, mainly as a result of the per
former's control over the school printing society which advertised it. The audience 
were made to realise that the organ has a place in music, not merely for the accompani
ment of hymns, but as an instrument which requires a considerable amount of skill from 
the player, and as an instrument for which a lot of good music has been written. Mr. 
Venning illustrated this admirably, and with his skill he created an enjoyable evening. 

Beethoven Evening 
On Friday 18th June the Big Schoolroom underwent a facelift for a recital of early 
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chamber works by Beethoven, which was presented in a relaxed and intimate atmosphere 
"in the round". The evening opened with the Minuet and Trio from the Opus 20 Septet, 
a work which sets the 4 string instruments against a wind group, of clarinet, horn and 
bassoon. The problems of balance overcome, this gay movement set the pace for the 
evening most effectively. It was followed by the rst movement of the string quartet 
Opus 18 no. 2 which held interest right from its rhythmic opening; it is a work which 
puts a considerable strain on all four parts, and this was an enterprising choice. T. G. 
Tudor-Williams then played the rst movement of the piano sonata Opus 23 no. 2, the 
so-called "Moonlight" Sonata, in a very enthusiastic and enjoyable rendering. The next 
two works were dominated by wind instruments, a medium the composer was later to 
neglect: this decision seems unwarranted in the light of the performance of the sprightly 
Rondo last movement. This was succeeded by the rst movement of the Clarinet Trio 
Op. II-a worri:. perhaps unjustly underrated in the shadow of two unarguable master
pieces in the same medium, those of Mozart and Brahms. This performance seemed 
nevertheless to be well received. The F-vening closed, perversely perhaps with the first 
movement of the Septet, which was played with great panache by a well-marshalled 
ensemble, and with some fine solo-playing. 

The music was interspersed with readings of Beethoven's letters, as well as contem
porary criticism, which helped to put the works in historical and artistic perspective, to 
give some tackground information, and to give the players some hard-earned breathillg
space. If they did occasionally seem to drag, they were eminently suitable and well chosen 
by Mr. A. E. Rouse and A. T. Hopkinson. 

This very adventurous evening marked a high-point in the term in that by its very 
scope and the standard of its playing it demonstrated the sort of music the school can 
produce from within. 

N. P. Hoskia 

Inform.al Concert 

The informal concert, which was given by members of the school, took place on 
Monday, 7th June, but due to a misunderstanding there is no report; our apologies to 
all concerned. 



20 

games 

RESULTS: 

CRICKET 

IST XI 

Played I I \\'on o Lost 5 Drawn 6 

Sherborne Town 200 for 5 v. School 9I Lost 

School 97 v. Dorset Rangers roo for 2 Lost 

School I66 for 8 v. Clifton College (rain) drawn 

School I62 for 9 v. \Vestminster 9I for 4 drawn 

School v. Free Foresters abandoned 

Radley I68 for 9 and I89 for 7 v. 
School I 80 for 7 and I 6'! for 7 

School 55 v. Canford 56 for I 

Downside 208 for 7 v. School I 60 for 9 

School I20 for 2 v. Marlborough (rain) 

School I36 v. Blundells I40 for 5 

M.C.C. 269 for 6 v. School I85 

drawn 

Lost 

drawn 

drawn 

Lost 

Lost 

--School I88 v. Sherborne Pilgrims I37 for 8 drawn 

\\'ith only two old colours left, E. D. Fursdon and 
D. J. \\"ilson, it was inevitable that this year it 
would be hard to reach the high standards set in 
the previous season. At the beginning of term 
the main problem appeared to be the batting: 
several combinations of openers were tried but 
none proved successful and rarely did the team 
reach double figures without the loss of one or 
both of them. J. G. S. \\'aite had success early in 
the season but did not fulfil his promise and scored 
very few runs in the latter half of the season. 
J. R. Garforth-Bles was the only consistent 
batsman and his success was due to concentration 
and application when at the wicket, a quality 
sadly lacking in other members of the side. The 
responsibility of captaining the side and making 
runs proved difficult for E. D. Fursdon and it 
was not until the end of the season that he did 
himself justice with the bat. 

The bowlers seemed to select themselves; 
there was a good nucleus of reliable seamers and 
a choice of spinners. Unfortunately two of the 
main seam attack P. \\'. L. Redfern and l\f. J. 
Corlett were plagued with injuries and rarely 
appeared. The main brunt of the bowling was 
born by Fursdon who despite occasional lapses in 
direction bowled well throughout the season. 
C. G. Jackson who had bowled his leg breaks 
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well without any luck began to take the wickets 
he deserved when the pitches got harder. C. \\". E. 
Hume was the most successful of the all rounders 
bowling a good line at medium pace and batting 
sensibly on the firmer wickets. 

The fielding on the whole was well below the 
standard that has come to be taken as the norm 
for Sherborne: both the catching and the ground 
fielding let the side down on many occasions and 
they looked anything but athletic in the field. 
D. J. \Vilson has never really fulfilled his early 
promise as wicketkeeper but on his good days 
still showed that the potential is still there and 
all that is lacking is the application. 

Despite the gloomy prospects the early results 
were not as disastrous as they might have been, 
the two early defeats at the hands of Sherborne 
Town and Dorset Rangers were against strong 
experienced sides, and it was not until the match 
at Canford that the frailty of the batting was 
exposed: only a few lucky blows from the tail 
enders prevented the side from being bowled out 
for under forty. Creditable draws were achieved 
against \\'estminster and Downside, and the 
matches at l\farlborough and Clifton were rained 
off when Sherborne were reasonably well placed. 

To end on a note of optimism, there seems to 
be a good nucleus of players who will be here next 
season and there are several promising Colts so 
that we look for better results next year. 

C.l\f.G.H. 

Averages 

Batting Innings N.O. H.S. Runs Av. 

J. B. Jackson 4 48 !02 34·0 

J. R. Garforth-Bles [[ 7I 336 33·6 

C. W. E. Hume !2 0 80 284 23·7 

E. D. Fursdon I2 64 238 2I·6 

J. G. S. Waite II 0 65 I49 I3"5 
R. N. MacAndrew 4 0 27 47 II·8 

D. J. Wilson 9 0 19 82 9·I 

Bowling Overs M. R. w. Av. 

C. W. E. Hume ro8 38 251 13 19·3 

E. D. Fursdon 161 47 426 18 23·6 

A. D. L. Stebbings 26 7 74 2 37·0 

C. G. Jackson 90 16 325 7 46·4 
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feam: E. D. Fursdon, D. J. Wilson, C. W. E. 
Hume,J. R. Garforth-Bles,J. G. S. Waite, J. R 
Jackson, C. G. Jackson, J. A. Wilkinson, R. N, 
MacAndrew, A. Stebbings. 

2ND XI 

Played 7 Won 2 Drawn 2 Lost 3 

For weather this must have been the best season 
for years, with only one match interfered with by 
rain and that only for an hour. A season too of 
good games, the only really one-sided affair, 
against Clayesmore, being due more to the pitch 
which was "taking spin" than to the merits or 
defects of either side. \Ve had two good wins 
against Taunton in \vhich the bowling and fielding 
were the highlights,· and against Blundell's in 
which the highlight was undoubtedly a very fine 
86 not out by Wilkinson in 52 minutes; the 
opposition were 29 for 5 before they regained 
their morale but a close finish in our favour was 
the happy result, 340 runs being scored for 16 
wickets in the 4 hours of play. · 

The team varied considerably during the year 
as various members were tried on the 1st XI. 
This at least meant that the team was calm in 
adversity and except when chasing a total, which 
seemed to bring out the worst in our occasionally 
brittle batting, gave a "professional" air to the 
proceedings. In the second half of the term the 
fielding reached a high standard, Noyes taking a 
series of fine slip catches and \Vardlow and 
Jackson also being outstanding. Parker-Jones 
captained the side for most of the season showing 
good judgement and pleasantly direct and unfussy 
leadership, as well as producing two good innings 
at the right time. Russell, Leggett, Noyes, Leach 
and \Vardlow all made runs on occasions. The 
main bowlers were Stebbings, Dudley, \\'ardlow, 
Donald, Fovargue, Humphreys and Jackson who 
shared fairly equally the 57 wickets taken. 

There is a quite considerable potential here 
for next year among the younger members of the 
side and I am grateful to them and to the senior 
members for their effective and enjoyable cricket 
during what must have been for several individuals 
rather an unsettled term. 

M.H. 
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3RD XI 

U,1fortunately the Third Eleven was unable to 
field its strongest side owing to continual pleas of 
help from the Second Eleven but nevertheless it 
put up a very creditable performance, winning 
three (Yeovil, Crewkerne, Downside) of the five 
matches. Fine innings by Bradford and Yates 
coupled with fiery pace bowling from Bullin, 
\Vilson, and Yates, and inspired captaincy saw 
them through to ten run, two wicket, and ten 
wicket victories respectively. The losses to Sexeys 
and Mere C.C. can both in some ways be attri
buted to the weather and the pitch. However it 
was a most enjoyable season and the cricket was 
played in the manner it should be, owing, in no 
small way to the enthusiasm and coaching of that 
"Lower" stalwart, 1\fr. Barker, keenly assisted by 
Mr. Wilson. Many thanks to both of them for all 
their help. 

4TH XI 

Played 6 \Von o Drawn 1 Lost 5 

This disastrous set of results does not really 
represent the enthusiasm shown by the team; 
compared wiili last year the team was generally 
better, though like last year shortage of numbers 
plagued the side each week. No single batsman 
showed any consistency although most batsmen 
had at least one reasonable innings during the 
term, notably Dixon (38) and Fuller (30). 
Neville proved the best bowler, supported by 
Fuller and Tudor-\\'illiams. 

The most successful day's cricket was played 
on a very wet day at Yeovil against the Grammar 
school second eleven. Despite heavy rain for 
much of the time 125 for 5 was on the board by 
tea, a partnership between Dixon and Bradford 
provided most of the score. However Yeovil 
decided to go for a draw at once, scoring 42 in 
just over an hour; but rain shortened the playing 
time considerably so the match finished in a draw, 
the unexciting efforts of the Yeovil side having 
destroyed what might have been a good game. 

Many thanks to ::\fr. Ormsby-Lennon for some 
redoubtable umpiring, and to all others concerned. 

COLTS 

Played 7 Won 3 Drawn 3 Lost 1 

Except for the one match against Clifton iliis has 
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been a successful season. Although losing two 
fifteen-year olds to the First, there was still a good 
deal of talent in the team. 

The batting was usually fluent and attractive, 
but the Clifton match illustrated that a cricket 
ball is much easier to hit down the line rather 
than across it. Edwards and Burridge proved to 
be promising openers: Edwards scoring a very 
rapid century against a weak Canford side, and 
Burridge playing the best innings of any colt in the 
final match against Blundell's; of the others 
Rosser without quite releasing his potential 
scored an extremely valuable fifty against Down
side. Archer, who must be about the worst bats
man ever to appear on a Sherborne colts team, 
was the outstanding bowler, his control of his left
arm bowling was excellent and he reaped a just 
reward by keeping the ball well up to the bat. 
The quick bowling however was probably the 
Achilles heal of the team, Knight was by a long 
way the best, but even he found the utmost 
difficulty in actually bowling straight! 

A useful team then, ably captained by Rosser, 
an intelligent, competent leader. 

JUNIOR COLTS 

Played 5 \Yon 3 Drawn 2 Lost o 

A successful term reached a fitting climax with a 
very good sixty-two run win over Blundell's who 
had been unbeaten. The mainstay of Sherborne's 
140 for 6 declared was a sound 53 by Francis who 
was the leading run collector of the side. Blundell's 
was bowled out for 63, largely owing to some fine 
bowling by Sellers (6 for 17) who in five games 
collected 25 wickets. He has been admirably 
supported in the opening attack by Beazley, and 
Donald has handled the captaincy with maturity. 
Cuthbert has been the captain's tactical adviser 
and his wicket-keeping has been very promising. 
A match-winning 76 by Bulford against Taunton 
was another highspot in an unbeaten season in 
which the side generally had to struggle for runs 
but bowled tidily and fielded very well. 

UNDER 14 XI 

Played 4 \\'on 2 Drawn 1 Lost I 

This has been a mixed term. As so often happens 
at under 14 level the team was composed of five 
or six genuine cricketers, and made up by a number 
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of cheerful but less skilled performers. The ground 
fielding was reasonable, but too many catches 
seemed to go to the wrong hands: for this reason 
\ve did not deserve to win the games against 
Downside and Canford. The bowling in general 
was weak, and one of our many wicket-keepers 
was needed to open the attack. The only really 
good bowler was a steady leg spinner who took 
18 of the 34 wickets that fell to a bowler. 

The batting was uninhibited, and only failed 
once. Waterfield led the side well, and although 
he failed to make a big score, he did hold the 
batting together twice in difficult circumstances. 

Old Shirburnian Sailing Society 

Commodore: J.C. Foot. 

Vice-Commodore: J. Kennedy Cater. 

Rear Commodore and sailing sec.; 
Cmdr. G. E. D. Land R.N. (Retd.) 

The objects of the society are:-

1. To encourage sailing activities amongst Old 
Boys. 

2. To compete for the Bembridge Trophy. 

3. To organise a rally during the season. 

All school leavers interested in sailing for/or 
joining the society please contact the Hon. Sec: 

Dr. R. H. Reynolds, 
Avalon, 

Malthouse Road, 
Crawley, Sussex. 



Frank joined NatWest at 18 with 
2 'A' levels. He started at the 
bottom handling routine jobs 
which are the basis of experience. 
He won a bank scholarship and 
spent a year at the Regent Street 
Polytechnic. Came back to branch 
banking, then Inspection Depart
ment and on through to his pres
ent position at 31 of Assistant 
Branch Manager. 

Linda joined us at 16, 4 years ago, 
with 3 '0' levels. After an initial 
training period, she handled a var
iety of different jobs leading her 
to her present position in the 
Foreign Department of a large 
branch. She enjoys her work. It's 
all very interesting, involving her 
in credit facilities abroad, Bills of 
Exchange, arranging customers' 
holiday money, and so on. 

r For F;;k,NatW es-;-m::~a pr~essii;in~r;ing ::r;;.Fo;iind;- l 
a happy interesting job. She's not a career girl and we don't expect her 
to be, although if she were the opportunities are there for both boys and 
girls. Find ottt more. Send the coupon to Mr. T. Kirkley, National 
Westminster Bank Ltd., P.O. Box 297, ThrogmortonAt•enue, London, 
EC2 to-day; or call in and see :your local National Westminster 
Branch Manager. 

Name ................................................................................................................................................................ . 

Address ........................................................................................................................................................... . 

................................................................................................................................................ Age ...................... . 

I am taking/have taken D 'O' D 'A' D CSE 

i?t National Westminster Bank 



rA Naval Officer~ career 
starts here~ 

If you can convince us tnat you 
h.we the character, the ability 
and the educational qualifica
tions to become a naval officer, 
we can offer a great deal in 
return. 

A worthwhile career. A man
agement job that is different. 
Early responsibility, excellent 
salary and a world of travel. 

Here are some ways to enter: 
Under 17: Scholarships 

These are designed to help you 
stay at school to pass the neces
sary 2 'A' levels (or equivalent) 
for a Full Career commission. 
Each is worth up to a maximum 
of £385 p.a. You can enquire as 
early as 14. 

17-20!: Cadetships 
Cadet College Entry to Dart
mouth. By the time you enter you 
must have 5 G.C.E. passes includ
ing 2 'A' levels (or equivalent). 
You get a thorough naval training 
and spend your second year at 
sea as a midshipman earning 
£1,445 p.a. 

University Cadetships 
If you are going up to Univer
sity (or on to Polytechnic or 
College of Technology on a full
time C.N.A.A. degree course) you 

could get an award w0rth £1,132 
a year (fees paid) while you re 
an undergraduate. The award 
itself depends on your convincing 
us that you'll make a naval officer 
-and, of course, on your success 
in getting that University place. 
This opportunity is open to all 
sixth formers in their last year at 
school. 

Royal Marines 
Similar opportunities exist here. 

For details of these and other 
methods of officer entry-includ
ing Short Career commissions
wri te to R.N. and R.M. Careers 
Service, Officer Entry Section, 
(25Fcr)OldAdmiralty RN 
Building, Whitehall, 
London, S.W.r. ROYAL NAVY 

The Abbey Press, The Parade, Sherborne 






