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2 THE SHIRBUR.NIAN 

sherborne 

The departure of D. W .A.R. and the inauguration of C.J .H. as master in charge of the 
Shirbvrnian laid the way open for one of the periodical reorganisations of the editorial 
system. A Committee was set up, and though its species is notorious for uselessness it 
did what it set out to do ... it met twice, argued heatedly about Good Ideas and produced 
a few of its own. As a channel of communication it did not shine above a few well chosen 
words from the editor as in the past, but it was not open to such character failings. 

So in practice the work devolved onto a brood of sub-editors leaving the editor with 
little to do (probably by default) except get hot and cross in the last week of term. The 
separation of the brood into different houses has meant that each has taken responsibility 
for a section; consequently some sections are hopelessly overloaded and others thin at 
the roots. It would be better if they were in the same house-as happened often in the past 
with happy results. 

The reports vary between a chronic list of facts and a beautiful, if conspiratorial, 
piece of prose with facts for padding. Realising that Shirburnian readers are divided into 
those who hoot with delight at their names in the back and those who ecstasise over the 
illiterature, we welcome innovations in reports but accept that to an extent the magazine 
is living history. Reports should be subjective, knowledgeable and should not include the 
word 'me' more than once. 

Various persons have been worrying about the censoring and rewriting of their 
reports •.. we try to ensure that no report is too long; if it is, it runs the greatest risk if it 
is dull. It is a waste of good print to publish illiterate and unread material. But if such 
cutting slips in without the author's consent we are sorry and try to make sure it doesn't 
happen again. 

The literature section, which distinguishes the Shirburnian from other relations, is 
wasting away: most of our contributions are from the lower school and one or two others 
who swamp us with usually good but often mediocre stuff. If the upper school could 
conquer its feelings about an official publication, the Shirburnian could not help being 
more what they want. 

There is a great deal of apathy and not enough care taken over contributions; the 
lists of names and facts will be held in check; and we hope the aforesaid Good Ideas will 
not be dismissed as so often happens. 

The term was marked by the mass migration of National Westminster Bank 
staff, described beforehand as 'high powered', just about two-thirds through the term. 
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They started by setting up a model of the ideal bank in the big schoolroom and distributed 
leaflets-which seemed to cater for the girl with a few 0 levels and marriage prospects. 
They included one of their branch managers who happened to have sailed across the 
Atlantic single handed, who entertained the sailing club and others with an illustrated 
talk; a team who regaled the infant Turing society and the Whitehead with a few aspects 
of computerised banking (and cheese and wine); and a man who ran their bank magazine 
(which, though it had the texture of Soviet Weekly, was surprisingly uncommitted) who 
had tea with Us. Altogether, they made their name known without overstating their 
wanting to employ some of us. 

A. 

The construction of Chateau Abbeylands (quote, headmaster) has now been 
completed, though splashes of plaster on the window and a general barrenness still 
proclaim its newness. The cost all in all was £40,000. The heating in the B.S.R. has 
made itself felt in an occasionally cold term. 

Congratulations to Mr. Higginbottom for the display in his room of a campaign to 
tidy up the language as used by businesses, it seems, in the country at large. An attempt 
to do the same to some of our material was not, however, entirely successful. 

The lower sixth Chemistry sets had the surprise (for scientists in general) of a field 
day; having selected the lucky few by drawing cards they set off to Avonm.outh to see I.C.I. 
After a brief and frank description of what was going on, they wandered past a chimney 
giving off some Perfectly Safe nitrogen dioxide to see the various processes required to make 
fertilizer. Perhaps a little dissapointed by the secrecy of many of the processes they then 
drank a great deal of tea and asked questions, which were less chemically based than 
might have been expected, and demonstrated a morbid fascination with the men who 
sealed the bags all day. And thus, having taken leave of their comperes, back to Sherborne. 

Our humblest apologies to Mr. Cleaver, who came last term, proficient in Classics, 
Fives, and Squash. For some reason the ommission of his name from this section went 
unnoticed, which is not consistent with the impact he has made on the School. His 
activities this term were crowned by an engagement and an astounding performance as 
a soloist in 'Christ in the Concrete City'. 

Welcome also to Mr. S. L. Fraser, who replaced Mr. Rosser as a member of the 
English department. 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Smart on the birth of a daughter and to J. R. 
Garforth-Bles and J. R. Bensted-Smith on winning the British Schools Doubles Cup. 

Confirmation was carried out in the Abbey on March 3rd by the Right 
Reverend Campbell Macinnes; the confirmation classes continued for longer than usual, 
despite the lack of an assistant Chaplain. 

Another late welcome to Mr. L. M. Carey who teaches divinity and is another 
victim of editorial inefficiency. 

The progress of the appeal apart from the completion of Abbeylands has been 
noticeable. The new 'Medway' block, a prefabricated block partially faced by Ham 
stone, has been completed next to the Terrapin block, compared with which, though not 
beautiful, it makes a favourable impression. It contains four classrooms and a small VI th 
form room, and a new language laboratory will be completed later, the sum cost being 
£20,000. 
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The Masters Common Room is also nearly complete. Extensive alterations downstairs 
are now finished, as is a large and comfortable common room; the first floor has begun 
to be converted into bachelor's rooms that will be ready by July. The cost of £10,000 

has been met out of School funds. 

Two Squash courts were redecorated, in time for this term, and Tennis players are to 
be provided with a Ball Delivering Machine to practice their strokes on. Further projects 
to be undertaken include the lifting of the Art School to the San, the compressing of the 
San within itself, the construction of a Chemistry laboratory in the Art School, and an 
Electronics Centre near the Technology Workshops; inspiration apparently drawn from 
Lewis Carrol. 

We regret to announce the death of Mr. Frank Daldy. He taught Chemistry 
for two terms in 1969, after a long and distinguished career at Glenalmond (where he was 
A.R.G.'s Housemaster). He was much respected and liked by his colleagues in our 
Science Department. We send our sympathies to his family at Long Burton. 

The theme of this magazine will appear on close observation to be Drama, though 
we have not perfected as yet the way to present a Theme. The long lists of names are a 
tradition that was dropped recently but is now reacquired. 

Society reports have been limited to six or seven per term after their grand performance 
last term, but as one or two seem to have been dropped down a drain, some that were 
not asked for have appeared here, but this is not a precedent. Five will be invited per term. 

The caricatures of masters have appeared through the most impeccable of channels 
and all have been passed by the victim for publication. They have all been drawn by 
Guy Harvey. 

The credit for most of the magazine organisation goes to John Hubbard, while Colin 
Forbes seems to have written most of it, and Andrew Davies has struggled to find worthy 
literature. Ian Craig and Paul Rawlins have done the illustrations, and I have merely 
spent a hectic last week filling in, the gaps and falling foul of contributors, whom Colin 
Forbes, as this term's editor, will inherit. 

J. H. Robertson 

The Dean of Windsor 
The visit of Launcelot Fleming, the Dean of Windsor, during Lent, was very welcome. 

He spoke in Chapel on three occasions: once to the whole School, and twice to smaller, 
voluntary audiences. 

However, the Dean did not come to preach to us; he came to share with us of his 
continual enthusiasm, deep friendship and amazing humility. We thank Mr. Anderson 
for inviting him and can only hope that he will visit the School again before long. 

R. D. Knight 
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theme: 

drama 

Macbeth 

The play 111acbeth seems to me to demand as stark a production as possible, and as 
great a concentration of the action, physical and 'metaphysical', as can be achieved. 
In this production, the music, composed by Richard Humphreys, was invaluable in 
helping to create a context for an interpretation to develop, but what emerged, while 
very impressive, lacked tension, was only held together formally, rather than by conflict 
and contact, feeling and thought arising out of the interplay of the characters. Many 
of the actors seemed to come on stage determined to play their characters, rather than 
prepared to allow the play to work on them. Much of the play, I felt, was pre-arranged 
rather than organically developed: somehow an audience, however well they know the 
play, must be persuaded to watch it as for the first time-they must not be allowed to 
predict. And here was lacking that absorption on the part of the actors that would have 
compelled the audience to a preoccupation with the present dramatic moment and to a 
sense of the opening up of complexities and ambiguities. The school play audience, I 
suppose, must be the least desirable in the whole of theatre-preoccupied with the actors 
as acting, and perhaps with 'those bits' of Shakespeare that everyone knows and does not 
understand, they are capable of divorcing actor from character, players from play, even 
without realising it-and pose the question 'What is the real nature of this event?' leading 
to the insoluble 'Can a "school play" be judged according to the normal criteria of theatre?' 

This play depends on ambiguity, perhaps, more than any other single quality; what 
is therefore required is a definite control, by the actors, of what they are saying. Either 
lines were thrown away (partly a problem of acoustics), or spoken with 'meaningful 
glances'-Banquo, for all his command, was too suspicious, Macbeth too surprised, for 
the real force of uncertainty to emerge in their contacts and their individual reactions to 
events. Alastair Morgan's Lady Macbeth defied criticism; he had, I felt, really engaged 
with the part and was 'convincing', particularly in the latter phase of the play. Lady 
Macbeth is destroyed because Macbeth is-their crime in fact isolates them, they cannot 
depend on each other for strength-and Morgan brought this out well. Hugh Leman's 
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Macduff also conveyed considerable sense of the character's presence, not just physically, 
but emotionally as well. There was nevertheless something very wooden about the latter 
half of the play generally; after the murder of Banquo it is essential that Macbeth be 
overtaken by events: 

'Time, thou anticipatest my dread exploits' 
The relentlessness of the movement of Act V is imaged in the fulfilment of the prophecy 
about Burnham Wood, in the madness and death of Lady Macbeth, in the desertion of 
the thanes: the isolation of Macbeth is stressed, as he is confronted with the horrible logic 
of 'double sense': 

'I pall in resolution; and begin 
To doubt th' equivocation of the fiend, 
That lies like truth' 

The contradictions inherent in Macbeth are many: he doesn't want to kill Duncan, but 
does so, and regrets it; every step he takes forward only plunges him deeper into darkness. 
Tim Wardlaw emphasised Macbeth's isolation, though at times he seemed overpowered 
by the part; to achieve the complexity of moral and psychological contradiction in the 
character, control is again necessary. On occasions Macbeth can distance his own ex-
perience: 

'I am in blood 
Stepp'd in so far, that, should I wade no more, 
Returning were as tedious as go o'er.' 

Wardlaw managed well towards the end of the play, even though some of his ability to 
command attention was submerged by an overcrowded stage in the banquet scene, where 
the audience's view of Banquo's ghost was obscured by obscure lords, and the centrality of 
Macbeth and Lady Macbeth was undermined by a restriction of movement, and a lack 
of clear stage-room. 

Thus production seemed to obscure interpretation, and the density and richness of 
costume and arrangement of characters on stage seemed finally hollow. I would be the 
first to congratulate the producer (R. S. G.), cast and orchestra on what they did achieve; 
they opened up many areas of creative thought about the play, but never quite overcame 
the distance (literal as much as metaphorical) between play and audience. That 'but' 
is inevitable-'this also must be stated .. .' 

Steve Fraser 
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Macbeth: Production 
'Life's but a walking shadow; a poor player, 
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage, 
And then is heard no more: (V.v) 

In 'Macbeth' this refutes itself in the death of the hero. Macbeth is a hero: a tragic 
hero, whose sheer vitality outshines his darker character and whose death is a loss to the 
world. The character of Macbeth demands four basic postures of the actor: the eq uivo
cating usurper; the precarious, and thus ruthless, ruler; the dejected human aware of his 
own futility; and the beaten cur, desperately clutching at vain hopes. 

Tim Wardlaw, as Macbeth, was never able to radiate a sense of dominance on the 
stage and this was ultimately reflected in the final scene. His death restored Malcolm, 
Mark Verkerk, to the throne, who subsequently managed to present an aura of command 
that eclipsed Macbeth to the insignificance of the 'poor player'. Shakespearian drama 
demands a variation of tension which lacked in this presentation of the play. The four 
distinct stages, as previously outlined, were smothered into a vague sequence of half
established emotion. 

Macduff, played by Hugh Leman, was possibly the most successful character, 
capturing the idea of a physical presence on the stage. At the end of the play there was a 
very convincing rendering of Macduff's personal loss in the image of the solitary figure 
on the bare stage, surrounded only by a skein of music that implied the theme of ethereal 
injustice. 

Three isolated scenes, the opening stage, the end of Act II and the close of the play 
(as aforesaid). These formed a chain throughout the play that bound the action neatly 
into a womb. The former of the trio revealed a statuesque image of the witches and, to 
the front of the stage, a less concrete vision of the throne of Scotland, which produced a 
grotesque scene from which the tragedy was to develop. 

The throne remained onstage for almost the whole of the first two acts, shimmering 
in a half halo of light: this presence of the lure for Macbeth's ambitions was always 
flickering in the background of the ensuing action. 

Fleance's flight at the murder of Banquo (III.ii)i, that captured the essence of a child's 
naive duality of loyalty and fear, came as a refreshing break to what had developed into 
a relentless, Shakespearian machine (sic). 

The banquet scene (III.iv), with the cloth-strewn tables, was more like a jumble-sale 
than a king's feast and lacked the dignity that would have enhanced the tension of Banquo's 
entry, as a ghost. This disorder and medley of movement tended to absorb, rather than 
contrast with, the ghost and thus detracted from the dramatic impact of the scene. 

Lady Macbeth's deportment was comparable to that of the witches and her paces 
put Macduff to shame. Alastair Morgan voice never caught the cruel elegance that Lady 
Macbeth demanded and he presented a mean, rather than ruthless, character. 

The music encouraged a use of choreography that was far more successful than the 
drama. Two scenes in particular were highly imaginative, yet justifiable interpretations 
of the play. 

In the Show of the Eight Kings (IV.i), Macbeth is seen, collapsed in a heap, surround
ed by the swirling movement of both sound and action. There is a wild, spiralling feeling, 
which obviously reflects the state of Macbeth's mind, now, when he is fully aware of 
his throne being barren and doomed. 
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Tim Wardlaw as Macbeth 
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The Chapel Altar by A. R. Marriot 
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In contrast to this, Act IV scene vi, ends with the image of Duncan's train crossing 
the lower stage and turning back to cross the upper stage. There is a calm repose in this 
slow-moving pageant of Lords and Princes, a superbly balanced order that heralds the 
comirig night and .the reversal of the natural order. The music paralleled the order of 
the scene and· introduced a touch of Medieval colour to the atmosphere. The contrast 
of night and the pageant, illustrated in the contrast of the ordered music and the chaotic 
scream of the 'alarum', was the most successfully rendered passage of the whole play. 

'Macbeth', which is probably the most dramatic of the Shakespearian plays, was ap
parently a task that required too great a variety of actors, and extremely competent 
actors, which the school was unable to provide for totally. 

' it is a tale 
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
Signifying nothing. (V.v)' 

Nicholas Nickle by: the script . 

N. P. Douglas 

The problems here are, first, to reduce a long novel (a thousand pages in one standard 
edition) to a clear scenario within the time available; to provide opportunities for music 
and to settle its role in the complete piece; and to include sufficient characters and chorus 
to interest and provide a varied and amusing spectacle for the audience and rewarding 
parts for actors. Other minor problems also exist; some of us can sing and act, but many 
of us can only do one of these two, and the monotalented need to be remembered. 

The novd has been divided into three acts; the first concerns itself with Dotheboys 
Hall and ends with its break-up (brought forward from the end of the novel for reasons of 
construction); this is _paralleled by Kate's experiences with the Mantalini's, which 
however run on into Act Two, so as not to provide too mechanical a balance with her 
brother's career, and also so as to obviate the need for including so many of her adventures 
as to lengthen the play and provide too much distraction from Nicholas. The second is 
mainly concerned with the Crummies theatrical troupe, and the last, the shortest and 
comparatively serious, with Ralph Nickleby and Arthur Gride and their attempt to ruin 
Nicholas and Madeline Bray. 

The dialogue has mainly been lifted whole, but shortened, from Dickens; some addi
tion has been necessary and one short passage has been taken from another novel because 
I could not resist it. The style of the words for the songs and choruses is mainly Victorian 
pastiche, with occasional parody; but there is a patter song a la Gilbert for the Cheeryble 
Brothers, though it does not attempt Gilbertian wit for an obvious reason. I have never 
been impressed by the usual Dickens musical in which the songs and the dialogue seem 
to come from different worlds (Mr. Pickwick e.g. bursting into 'If I ruled the world', 
a song of such painful and crude sentimentality as would give the founder of the Pickwick 
club gentlemanly fits.) I knew I could rely on Mr. Witchell's music to be tuneful but 
sufficiently modern and astringent to make it clear that the words were not regarded by 
me as a permanent enrichment of English literature. I have taken a leaf out of 'King 
Arthur' and varied the amount of music in each act; the last act contains much more 
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Slow and Tearful. "Farewell My Lion-Hearted Boy" 
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Words: R. S. Glen; Music: Peter J. Witchell 
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music than the other two, at a point in the plot \vhere, in a piece intended for Commcm, 
things might have become too melodramatic in a stagey way if words alone were employed. 

Some alterations in the plot have been made; characters have been telescoped and 
the tone of the plot lightened here and there; Smike now does not die, Ralph Nickleby 
does not commit suicide and Arthur Gride is not murdered; Squeers, instead of being 
transported, survives to end the piece with a lament for education, which seems doubly 
appropriate. 

As none of the three local girls' schools could be persuaded to take part, the choruses, 
which are many, are mostly in unison, and the female parts are divided into the grotesques, 
to be acted by specially talented boys, and the more genteel, to be acted by wives and 
other adult friends of the school. 

It has been fun to write; I hope it will be fun to rehearse, and that the Commem 
audiences will enjoy themselves. I am sorry that it contains no message at the moment, 
though I will attempt to find one before Commem. 

I should also say that Mr. Witchell is the ideal collaborator; an absolute minimum 
of fuss and an immediate perception of what is meant. And I do like his tunes. 

R.S.G . 

• . • the music 
Music and the theatre go together like peaches and cream; they each taste very nice 

on their own, thank you, but the combination-well, it's unbeatable! And let's not 
forget a sprinkling of sugar. Whilst my kitchen-sink readers are returning home to view 
life as it is actually lived by a population of neurotic, sex-starved, underpaid average 
truth-searchers, let me tell the few of you left that the past suggests you like a bit of sugar 
with your spice. 

I'm sorry now to disappoint seekers of hidden depths that the message of 'Nicholas 
Nickleby' is pure entertainment (though you will hear a commendable moral clearly 
spelt out in the final chorus). And to entertain you and the performers, I've written a 
batch of old-fashioned things called 'tunes'; as to whether they are any good or not will be 
decided by the willingness of your vocal chords to be goaded into humming what you hear 
at NN. To help you lose your inhibitions, however, the 'Shirbumian' is adventurously 
bursting into the music publishing business with a sentimental ballad for you to learn in 
the privacy of your own bathroom or showerhouse. 

After learning 'Farewell, my lion-hearted boy' and being told there's to be a none
too-happy ending, you may decide to miss NN, suspicious that it's all one big promotion 
for Kleenex; in that case you will miss hearing the peppier numbers with a Latin beat 
(no doubt inspired by the lyricist), a reference to the hornpipe (to please all you sailors), 
an incitation by dissident trebles and altos to bust up the school (for some reason they do 
this rather well), and a four-line hymn (for lovers of congregational practice). Other 
treats in store include a full one bar of-dare I mention such an operatic word ?-recitative, 
sung by someone about to cut his throat, an overture which the orchestra forgets to play 
till Act Three, and, for balletomanes, a full-length drama oflust, innocence and submission 
acted out in under three minutes. 

It seems, in fact, that everything musical and theatrical is there-everything, that 
is, except the kitchen-sink. 

P.J.W. 
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The Lyon House Play 
'See How They Run' proved a worthy follow up to the successful 'Birthday Party' 

oflast year. A farce is a tricky thing to attempt, but Mr. Riley produced a very polished 
and continually amusing play. The characters were portrayed clearly by every member 
of the cast-something of an achievement, considering that few of them were regulars of 
the school stage. 

James Maxwell as the starry-eyed maid had the audience with him from the start. 
The other members of the cast, though not as captivating, were as amusing. The ex-actress, 
Anthony Pralle, now married to a vicar, Simon Donell, managed to put over to the audience 
just how she felt, in simple mannerisms, that were quite in keeping with both the sex and 
the part. 

Bearing in mind the cramped conditions, both on stage and behind the scenes, the 
production was extremely good. Its faults were small and mostly unimportant. Mr. Riley 
and his cast thus provided another strong link in the long chain of Lyon House successes. 

Nigel Williams 

lectures 
The lectures were varied and intriguing, in fact the most so we can remember. So 

we hope that the learning scattered so liberally will not be pearls before swine. 
Sir Robert Birley gave the first to the Seniors. Having been headmaster of Eton he 

then went out to East Africa to run several 'native' schools, about which he spoke. 
The state of affairs in Africa were crucial to his analysis, and they tended to swamp out 
the subject-but he also worried about the indecisiveness of governments in chosing 
between primary and secondary education. The next lecture was given to the juniors, by 
Mr. John Vernon, on the subject ofarmour. (Some warlike subject appears about once 
a year). He introduced a helmet and a chain mail suit and then laid low a biscuit tin with 
one blow of a Mace. He traced their history with modern methods, namely colour slides. 
Mr. Vernon's potent turn of phrase and supply of horrific tales kept the audience rivetted. 

Dr. David Owen gave a lecture in a break of a journey back from Egypt, but this 
did not mar his argument, which continued in the steps of the Conservative, the Trades 
Unionist who didn't come, and John Pardoe. Although Mr. Barker hinted beforehand 
that he would tell less than the truth (defined as Mr. Pardoe) he spoke fluently, and frankly 
described his crossing of swords with the Leader and others, firstly announcing that 
'You will not hear the truth from me.' If so, he lied very well. Rejecting the possibility 
of converting his audience he merely urged them not to ignore socialism. On the subject 
of Public Schools he suggested gradual fiscal pressure, it being reasonable to spend money 
on one's own family's education. But on the subject of real politics he was elusive. But 
nonetheless he kept the tradition of the political lecture being the educational highpoint 
of the term. · 

Mr. Prins, a Dutchman hiinself, spoke with artistic feeling about Van Gogh and pro
vided a similar outlook to that which the artist must have held. He dealt with the subject 
in a chronological manner, which prevented confusion. But his vital message was that 
the paintings are a cross-section in time of Van Gogh's mind, and the works must be 
appreciated in this manner. 
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Canon Guy Pentreath gave an unusual sort of talk entitled 'In the steps of St. Paul'. 
Over;.factual in content, it did manage to steer clear of the obvious danger of parcelling 
up the subject into various bundles such as the towns he visited and the effect it had. 
But the archeological side was fascinating, though the lecturer had difficulty holding 
the attention of his audience with these varied subjects. 

For the last time ever, for he and his fascinating collection of slides are retiring, 
Commander Youlton gave a naval type talk, this time on Q-boats and twentieth century 
engagements, with his slides all original, lending an old picturebook air. Starting with 
the Room 40 codebreakers and Gallipoli, he moved on to the Q-boats, one of which he 
commanded. The slides included the Navy raising steam off Jutland and the torpedoeing 
of Bolshevik ships during the interventionist period of the civil war, at Archangel. 

The speaker on international finance, Mr. Bareau, could hardly have looked more 
benign, but his discussion of the Gold Standard (including a dissmissal of it) and Keynesian 
finance raised a few worries as was shown by the questions asked. He believed in a two 
tier system of exchange, and that no Democracy could survive such an inflation rate as 
ours-and gave examples. 

The last lecture was by all accounts the best one the Juniors had. Sir Ranulph 
Fiennes talked about his Expedition to Headless Valley, in a good old British manner, 
and with a nonchalantly sadistic vein that appealed uproariously to the audience. He 
also mentioned previous exploits in an inhospitable corner of Arabia and a hovercraft 
expedition to the source of the Nile. From there to Headless Valley; accessible only by 
water and so called because some other explorers were found 'sans Tete' a few years later. 
His group included a Yorkshire Policeman and a BBC crew. who couldn't handle their 
craft.· 

So much for the lectures, by a very knowledgeable group of men; but it was their 
ability to get themselves across that made them outstanding. 

J. H. Robertson andJohn Hubbard (Editing and axemanship) 
With thanks to the following for contributing facts, ideas, and cliches: 

I. A. Kerr-Jarrett, N. J. P. Williams, C. A. Sturge, F. J. Scarlett, N. H. Crocker, and 
B. W. Todd. 

\JUll\J<\I\\\\\ \ 
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features 
Census '72 
(the entire report and analysis will be on the Newsboard at publication.) 

The census was carried out in November and mirrors opinion at that time, with all 
the twists and turns in them that little happenings can cause. There were 501 returns of 
one sort or another, facetious or otherwise, which is about eighty-five percent of the school. 
Do you consider yourself: Yes No Don't know 

Conservative 60 23 i7 
Liberal 1 7 56 27 
Labour 2 79 19 
Other 14 49 37 

The high Liberal figure may be interpreted as a non-committal answer of committed 
appearance. How much of the school knows what a Liberal is? Consequently the 
'other' section represents committed others .•• Maoists, nihilists etc.· It was the time of 
the Sutton and Cheam election. 
Do you regularly read the: Yes No 

Times 33 67 
Telegraph 70 30 
Guardian 1 1 89 
Express 32 68 
Mail 49 51 
Mirror 21 79 

The majority lies with the Telegraph, because it is taken in all the houses. What 
effect does it have on the outlook of boys, and does it explain the low Labour figure, and 
the Labour = red attitude? And why do most not read the Guardian .•. the figures 
correlate with the number of sports pages involved. 
Are you aware of and, do you hold some views on, government policy on: 

Yes No 
Common Market 73 27 
Ugandan Asians 74 26 
Unemployment 65 35 
Inflation 57 43 
Education 55 45 
Environment 56 44 

32 days before we were due to join the common market 27 percent either knew 
nothing or didn't care about it. If only it were possible to relate these people to the paper 
they read. Awareness was higher on Ugandan Asians-which way did the sympathy 
run? The unemployment figure was higher than expected. 
Should higher education be reserved for the more talented? 

Yes No 
34 51 

Does Sherborne cater for the more talented? 
Yes 

33 

No 

49 

Don't know 
15 

Don't know 
18 
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These questions were designed to sound opinion on 'Higher education for all'. 33 
percent consider themselves more talented (at what, not specified) and therefore worthy 
of having education reserved for them, though, considering the method of selection, this 
is an odd outlook. 
Are you convinced of the existence of: 

Yes No Don't know 
God 43 26 31 
A god 35 41 24 
Several gods 2 72 26 
No god 7 67 26 
Supernatural power 52 29 19 

It is difficult to take figures at other than face value. There are 74 percent potential 
Christians and only 33 percent potential atheists. It is difficult to reconcile this with 
occasional lunchtime conversations on the subject, and it demonstrates that feeling about 
chapel is less anti-religious than appeared, and more aimed at compulsion. 
Select the type of music you like to listen to: 

Classical 24 
Modern/electronic 30 
'Easy listening IO 

Pop and jazz 36 
It was a little cruel to force people of split fancies to choose their preference: the high 

classical figure should be made up of those who play accepted musical instruments and 
get to know it. 

These questions amounted to less than half the total census but are the most inter
esting. They show that a secret poll, as this effectively was, brings out unutterable, or 
more considered, opinions. But they may be falsified by don't knows who pretend they do. 

Pennine Way Walk 

Dear Mum, 

J. H. Robertson, from material and ideas by Colin Forbes 

A field somewhere near Byrness, 
Northumberland. 

3rd Sept 1972. 

We are sitting in a cloud of midges in a field in the middle of the Border Forest. 
It is drizzling and we hear the occasional 'boom' from the army gunranges at Chew 
Green-an old Roman fort as well as a modern British Army range. Tomorrow we have 
to walk the last 24 miles across the Cheviots to Kirk Yetholm. According to M.H.'s guide
book, which is solely responsible for our presence here, rather than almost anywhere else 
in the British Isles, we are in for a long trek. 

I bet you thought that when you sponsored me for mp a mile (£27 that will cost you) 
I would never make it, I must say that there were moments when I was doubtful myself. 
The first three days were pretty tough. In the first hour we got lost in a mist on Kinder 
Scout and from then on we ploughed on through endless peat bogs and ravines, of 
'slutch' 10 ft. deep in places. Having survived these horrors, and beginning to acclimatise 
to sore feet, hard beds and D.I.Y. cooking, we then found ourselves in a maze of reservoirs, 
belonging to the Manchester Corporation waterworks-a fact of which we were reminded 
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by the prominent 'do not trespass' notices every hundred yards. It was in this part of the 
world that we had our only night inside, in Mankinholes Youth Hostel. It was nice to get 
a shower, but the warden was a real Lancashire battleaxe, and we had to clean windows, 
and wash up before leaving. 

I think that the best part of the trip was through the limestone country round Malham. 
We arrived at Malham at midday on Bank Holiday Sunday, so we were not alone, and 
glad to get to our campsite, urider the lee of Pen-y-ghent, after a 24 mile day. There 
was a marvellous sunrise here, captured on film by A.E.R. although the view unfortunately 
included the campsite, in action. 

It is difficult separating one day from another. We have never got in before 5.00 p.m. 
and the immediate highlights of each day have been the tea and refreshments provided by 
A.E.R. and A.J.Y.just as much as the views of interest of the routes. Nonetheless, without 
the support party we could not have made it. I shall not quickly forget my relief at the end 
of a long day, at seeing the tents already up and the kettle on! 

Perhaps it was a pity that the most beautiful countryside came on the longest days. 
The trip up the river Tees was a case in point. Certainly we would have dawdled by 
its banks for hours if our schedule and leaders had let us. It would have been more inter
esting to spend more time on Hadrian's Wall, but again we had to hurry on-this time 
to the rather tedious roads through Wark Forest. 

It has been fascinating walking for so long in the middle of England away from 
towns and people. We have been very lucky with the weather---only two hours drizzle 
on the whole trip-and I wouldn't have missed it for worlds. Altogether seventeen of us 
have walked 4000 miles, eaten 100 loaves of bread, pitched and struck 100 tents, driven 
more than 1500 miles, drunk more than 150 gallons of liquid of one kind or another in 
our 12 days \\Talk. 

Love, 
M. 

U.S.A. '72 
When Thomas D. Ferguson was here for a year in '71 he decided to try to arrange 

a trip to the U.S. for a group of boys from Sherborne. After a good many setbacks, 
eleven of us and l\fr. Robin Starkey arrived at Heathrow. But we were fated to wait nine 
hours before we were escorted boiling with frustration onto a 707 in replacement for the 
broken-down Jumbo. 

So we arrived at Kennedy Airport at 3.00 a.m. to be met by a smiling, if tired, Tom 
Ferguson. Boarded out to various hosts at 4.00 a.m., we had a short sleep before our 
first exploration of New York. Our first stop was the Gaggenheim; then we took a long, 
long walk down Fifth Avenue to the Empire State building. To the relief of many we 
returned to our cars by bus and then went to a barbecue where we all feasted on food 
described as 'typically American' (while the mosquitoes feasted on us). 

Then after a whistlestop tour of the Statue of Liberty, Wall Street, and the Greenwich 
Village, we travelled to Philadelphia where we camped by the Lake shore near a former 
school of Robin Starkey's. Next a tour of \Vashington and a much anticipated, and 
needed, couple of days rest at Virginia Beach. 

We then suffered two days driving to Cape Kennedy. As there were tropical rain
storms on the way we were treated to a night in a motel rather than the usual camping. 
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Once in Florida we had difficulty finding a camp site because we were a group of school
boys and the authorities didn't want 'rough-housing'. Once settled we alternated between 
soaking in the sun and drowning in the rain. In fact we had two inches of rain in one 
hour-as we had reason to know because our tents leaked. The main thrill of the stay 
was a trip to a drive-in Movie where we saw 'The Godfather'. 

Thence to Atlanta in Georgia where we saw our first real baseball game and the largest 
funfair in the U.S. Then we went to Tom's home town, Chicago, where we spent a great 
deal of time at parties and conquering the heights of the Hancock building. The next 
night we spent at the home of John Fox (O.S.) where we had a real American Backyard 
Supper, and went racoon watching. Then to the Greenfield Village on free tickets obtained 
by John Fox and we got into the local newspaper ... 

The Niagara Falls were disappointing and smaller than everyone expected . . . So 
back to New England for four nights to recuperate from the hectic though unique exper
ence we had had. 
1\fembers: Peter Perowne, Mark Foster, Peter North, Chris Wilson, Alexander Smith, 
Robert Salkeld, Bill Brewer, Dobbo Haines, and Michael Markiewicz, Michael Farley 
and Michael North who contributed the reports . 

• music 
as music is to be next term's theme the section is minimal. 

Musical Society 
Mozart's requiem-Vaughan Williams' Benedicite. 

This was Mr. Ferry's last appearance with the Musical Society. The occasion bore 
all his characteristic marks-careful and exacting musicianship, enormous vitality 
meticulous organisation and infectious enjoyment. And somehow he also makes the 
performers aware that this is not a concert that happens to be in the Abbey, because 
the Big Schoolroom is too small; nor is R.B.F. obtruded; this is music ad majorem Dei 
gloriam, a major occasion in the school year in the time sense-an occasion which the 
participants at least will never forget. 

The range of works performed in R.B.F.'s incumbency has been wide, but nothing 
meretricious is admitted; the Verdi Requiem, Poulenc's 'Gloria', Bach, Vaughan Williams, 
Brahms and Haydn and Handel. Five years of this diet must surely do something for 
the most committed addicts of the mediocre and the obvious. 

It is very hard work; all the bubbling energy of the Music School Staff (whose 
contribution to school life stretches so far beyond technical instruction in clarinet, horn, 
violin, and piano) all Mrs. Ferry's support, all the long series of Sunday evenings' and 
part practices (and the attendant struggle to convince the half-committed that they 
need to learn the music, than rather think they'd like to sing)-all this is needed to achieve 
that recurring miracle-the performance of a major piece of music, after one rehearsal 
with the orchestra. 

We take it all for granted, of course, as we take so many other miracles; and we are 
inarticulate about it afterwards. Otherwise perhaps we would be bowled over by it. 

The chorus had been thoroughly rehearsed and was well in control of the Mozart. 
Perhaps the weakest department was the basses, who were sometimes thin in tune, and 
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betrayed some irregularity of attendance at rehearsals. The Vaughan Williams is rather 
complicated rhythmically and at one stage the chorus parts got slightly out of step with 
one another. But in both pieces there was great vigour, attack, and sensitivity, and 
an abundance of beautiful tune; they clearly appreciated both kinds of music. The 
orchestra responded well: the trombones were outstanding-the 'Tuba mirum' in the 
Mozart can seldom have been better played or sung. The soloists were very effective. 
Some of the ensemble writing in the Mozart may be a little dull, but the voices, all of 
good quality blended well, and gave the great moments in both works proper emphasis. 

In all, a triumphant conclusion to Mr. Ferry's fine series of concerts for the society. 
R.S.G. 

Educational Note 

In July 1791, Mozart agreed to \\Trite a requiem for count Franz von Walsegg; 
at the same time he was occupied with the last stages of 'The :Magic Flute' with 'La 
Clemenza di Tito' and with his clarinet concerto. His health had been poor, and the 
Requiem was still unfinished when he was struck with partial paralysis on December 4th. 
He died by the following morning. 

Of the requiem, Mozart was able to finish No. l, and provide full sketches for Nos. 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, and g. All these exist in autograph, as well as eight bars of No. 7. 

The work was completed by Francois Xavier Sussmayer, who was a pupil at the time. 
In a letter to his father, Mozart wrote in 1787: 'I thank God for giving me the op

portunities to look upon death as the thing that unfolds true bliss. I never lay down to 
rest, without thinking that, young as I am, before the dawn of another day I may be no 
more ... .' The music of the Requiem also suggest that Mozart had come to terms with 
death. 

The Vaughan Williams Benedicite was written for the jubilee, in l 930 of the Leith 
Hill Musical Festival at Darking, when the composer conducted. The opening catalogue 
of praise is set to rollicking music with strong cross-rhythms. The mood and style change 
when the soloist is introduced, by a reflective oboe solo and by the flute at the start of the 
Austin poem. Jubilation returns and the work ends in a bulge of sound, in which the 
chorus of 200, orchestra of 60, piano, percussion, soloist and conductor are fully involved. 

Male Pryor 
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Captain Noah and his Floating Zoo 
However the judges of the singing competit10n may have reacted to Harper's 

presentation of the first chorus of this last term,J.I.W.D. and R.S.G.'s production of this 
'pop' cantata by Horowitz and Flanders was undoubtedly an outstanding success. A re
freshing innovation in the Sherborne music scene, it was not the expected half-hearted 
self-conscious display but a confident, colourful reproduction of one of the best 'stories' 
in the Bible. Its biblical significance was of secondary importance only-the authors 
only looked up the story ofter they had finished their dramatization of it! Horowitz's 
unmistakeable jazz style was well interpreted by the accompanying trio-Ian Davies 
on the piano (and enjoying every minute of it), Tony Rouse on his double bass, and 
James Maxwell on rhythm. Perhaps the most memorable chorus was the third: 

it looks like rain ... a short sharp shower will do the flowers good ... it looks like 
rain, I must go and get my brolly ... 

The mime at all times was persuasive, the cast being divided into Noah and his family, 
the 'people' and a group of narrators. Although confident, the singing was never too 
loud-perhaps more volume variation would have perfected the production. The 
ensemble was well rehearsed and this was perhaps the secret behind the success. Let 
us hope that in view of the enthusiasm of the audience (one encore was received and 
more called for) this new type of production will continue. 

C. R. V. Tomson 

The Informal Concerts 
There were two informal concerts this term, one for debutants, and the other for 

more experienced performers. 
Beginners first: M. L. Pryor was the star of the evening, with a rather formal Prelude 

in E Minor, and the more adventurous 'From Foreign Lands' played well and with 
feeling. Later in the evening he took up the violin and played aJ. S. Bach March with 
panache. W. L. Nicholson's 'Three Songs' by Bartok failed to come off, as did B. W. 
Todd's Berceuse. I. P. Barber and A. J. Rix were good on violin and flute respectively, 
but Beethoven's Sonata in C Op. 49 suffered at the hands of N. P. Beaham-Powell in 
the 1st Movement, but D. B. C. Evans saved it from total disaster in the 2nd movement. 
M. Tomson, violin, solo was far too slick and showy, though he certainly played proficiently. 

M. H. Pryor and S. D. I. C. Cakebread showed what can be done with a piano 
duet in the second Concert; they seemed to complement each other in movement, tone 
and phrasing, and produced a lively and well thought out performance of the first Move
ment of Mozart's Sonata in D. The Brass Ensemble moved in a mysterious way through 
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Gabrielli's '0 Magnum Miserum'; the low soft sound produced was very effective. The 
flute, usually considered an exotic instrument, got a good airing under the fingers of 
S. M. Mumford in a rare Flute Concerto, backed well by . a rather depleted School 
Orchestra under, as usual, Robert Ferry. Mumford's handling of the coda was superb, 
a delight to hear and watch. 

Both concerts must be considered a 'success', though the acoustics in the B.S.R. are, 
as has been said before, approximately those of a tone deaf wind tunnel. It was a good 
idea to hold the more intimate first Concert in the Old Music School. 

Colin Forbes 

societies 
The Duffers 

There were three meetings this term. The first was held in the Digby Drawing 
Room-the film classic 'Citizen Kane' proved an enjoyable new departure for the school's 
most ancient and venerable society. 

The secretary delivered a paper on 'Tolstoy' at the second meeting. He concentrated 
on an analysis of the supreme expression of Tolstoy's genius in the three great novels. 
At the last meeting, held at the 'Beeches', the chairman being regrettably stricken with 
mumps, J. D. Halford gave an erudite and most· informative talk on 'Henrik Ibsen'; 
upon whose 'universality' he pontificated at length. The few members who attended 
participated in a lively discussion thereafter. 

As ever, our thanks to Mr. Bruce for his unfailing hospitality, encouragement and 
understanding. 

T.J. G. Ash 
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Geography Society 
There were four meetings this term. The first was on the subject of the Mezzogiorno, 

introduced by Ian Rosser, James Devitt and Stephen Niker. The discussion was hampered 
by lack of time, but well presented and lively. In compensation the speakers of the second 
meeting erred on the side of brevity (Philip Thornhill, Mark Axworthy and myself, who 
provoked violent disagreement on the subject 'There is no room for tiny states in the modern 
world'). The first open lecture was given by Dr. Gregory of Exeter University about 
quantitative measurements in drainage basins, mainly in Devon, where he has done a lot 
of his work. Attendance was small, despite extra imports from the girls' school, due to 
mock 'A's. The other meeting, at the girls' school, in fact was a meeting of the Dorset 
Geographical society, the subject being the Severnside developments. It was enlivened by 
the speaker's dismissal of Physical Geography as rubbish and some facetious comments 
about Wales. 

Jam es Bracher 

The Globe Society 
This pre-eminent, avant-garde, co-educational, elite society with the Girls' School 

had a remarkably successful term. The elan and panache with which the society meetings 
were executed, under the auspices and discrete enthusiasm of P.M.H.W. was paramount. 
The outstanding efficiency of the Boys' School secretaries, coupled with the effete 
obs..:urantism of Mesdames Teesdale and Harris was vaguely noticable, but all was 
smoothed over by the tactful diplomacy of the chairman. 

Initially inaugurated for the purpose of improvisation, the society effectively manages 
to jolt persons adjunct out of slumbering apathy and perennial self-consciousness to such 
an extent that vivacious enterprise and dramatic originalities were ubiquitous. 

Both evenings were held in the B.S.R., surprisingly congenial to an aesthetic atmos
phere. Societies were split into groups for their own interpretation of the homogeneous 
theme of 'Escape'. The results were heterogeneous and spontaneous, ranging from the 
quasi-supernatural to the blatant hilarity of neo-Monty Python, omni-evident ethereal 
embellishment, philosophical phantasmagoria and invidious obscurity. 

The second soiree was dedicated to more ambitious improvisations on diverse scenes 
of a certain William Shakespeare: The groups effectively managed to steer a middle 
course between the Scylla of melodrama and the Charybdys of banality. 

Our gratitude to the J.C.R. committee, commiserations to the Stonegarth sherry 
bottle, and we look forward to another illustrious term in the annals of Globular dramatics. 

Rowland Roome and Nigel Beaham-Powell 

Railway Modelling 
This year the Model Railway group have started to rebuild the layout in Greenhill 

House. It was decided early on that the layout should be representative of full-size 
practice, and so we have begun on a layout which is based upon Yeovil Pen Mill as one sta
tion, with Sherborne as the other. This enables lovers of both the Southern Railway and 
the Great Western Railway to run their favourite stock without stretching the imagination 
too far; we can even accommodate the Somerset & Dorset Joint! So far the trackwork 
at Yeovil has been laid, and the extension to Sherborne has been started. A considerable 
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number of measurements of both stations have been translated into scale drawings, and 
construction of the buildings will soon be in hand. 

J. R. G. Beavon 

Whitehead Society 
The Whitehead Society had four meetings this term. In the first, a paper was given 

by R. A. G. Leeper on 'Pi'-a simple title for a very complicated subject. The next 
meeting was a 'problems evening' to gain some practice in solving problems rapidly, 
in anticipation of the M.A.A.S.A. maths contest. The results this year were not very 
good, the top mark being 62 (out of 150) as against the top mark of 100 last year._ The 
last meeting of the term was conducted by Mr. D. Locke, of the National Westminster 
Bank team. A film on computers, 'Garbage in, garbage out', was shown; followed by a 
talk on the two large computer centres of the Bank. The evening was completed by a 
wine and cheese party, greatly enjoyed by all. 

M.J. M. Park 

The Wildman Society 
The Wildman Society held two meeting this term. In the first the Headmaster 

and Mr. S. J. Riley managed to save the public schools from their destruction, for which 
Mr. T. J. G. Ash and Mr. R. J. C. D. Pertwee were arguing. The motion (that Public 
Schools should be abolished) was defeated by a surprisingly large margin of 33 considering 
the nature of the house. There was a good attendance, and some fruitful argument from
the floor. A large number spoke, and some interesting views were put forward, including 
the assertion that 'intellect can only really be gained from public schools'. A disappoint
ingly low number of masters were present despite massive advance publicity. 

The second meeting was a balloon debate at the Girls' School, which never really 
succeeded in getting off the ground due to a lack of hot air and comment from the floor
with the notable exception of the stout figure of Noddy. The Red King was voted the 
least repulsive of the balloonists, (Le Bourgeois Gentillehomme, Titus Groan, The Red 
King and James Bond) and stayed amongst the clouds. 

R. J. Kendall 
J. G. S. Waite 
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MATHS 
Physical abstractions, 
Totally vulgar fractions, 
Mathematical attractions!, 
Etcetera, ••• 
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• Little Lord Boredwithmaths 

NOW 
This tranquil, silvery moment. 
The feet shuffle in a haphazard pattern while letters flow from my pen. My eyes are 

alive, wandering, meandering over stark desks and pale walls to alight on blemish, 
colour, shape, like a fly. 

My fingers are touching my face-alert at the crisp scratchings of the nib-my eyes 
now stiff on the page. And the white sheen glares back. 

Green mosses cling to the tiled rooflike sunny powder, mingling with panes of hollow 
light which leap from behind me. Their shadows stretch lazily. 

Back on the page my hand rubs drily on the bleached surface making slight, rubbery 
sounds--like a pause-a full stop. 

A small rusty crack, high in the window catches. my glance this golden moment. 
And life's good. 

Orlando 
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Dusty cotton wool pulled out of boxes. 
Asian spices, tangy-stinging the air. 
Moist dungheap rotting, sweet 
Fragrance, clotted into sickly 
Richness. 
Piercing sharp smell of newly-painted 
Organ drifting through the aisles. 
The melancholy odours of pinewood 
Coffin, blunt, and faintly sour. 

GR.Al'JPA 
Granpa smokes a cigarette, 
His stained brown fingers 
Holding the smoking butt. 
His thoughts are away, 
As far away as the tip 
Of his large brown, blue nose. 
The smoke goes straight up, 
As Granpa's life has gone down; 
The cigarette burns down to his fingers. 
He stubbs it out 
On an ashtray as old as the hills, 
As old as himself. 
Granpa rolls another one, 
To start another life, 
As far away as the tip of his nose. 

I. G. Craig 

\ 

A. J. Christodolo 
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(VARIABLE OUTLOOK) or THE BLIND MAN 
Young children trailed small boats across oceans in their minds, children threw 

stones across the surface, throwing up starbursts of reflected sunlight that spun in on
lookers' eyes. 

A man sat his eyes wide open on the splintered park bench, feeling the cold abrasive 
wind on his neck. 

He heard the children's shouts. 
He heard the stones splashing in the water. 
He heard the gossiping women. He smiled. 
He felt a cloud swallow the sun. Slowly the noises faded away to a background as a 

peaceful feeling gilted every thought. He acknowledged the wind but listened to the 
supping waters that drifted on the reedy shore. The cool warmth slipped away. 

He waited. 
He felt a unit of paralysing cold on his head. 
He listened keenly. Another instance struck his face. 
Slowly he knew it was snowing. 
He knew the people had gone. 
He knew he was alone, and heard the supping water no more. 
He cried. 

N. Nisbet 

THE MEMOIRS OF NAGG 
Corrugated walls of life, 
Sawdust lining, 
No! Sand. 
It's not important. 
\Vas sawdust once. 
Cold, dry, hard walls. 
Warm, wet, sticky lining. 
Nell! Nell! 
The ball at Sanchester Manor: 
Her white dress ... for purity; 
Cheeky nose, golden hair; 
Chin: too chinless-perhaps; 
But slender and graceful. 
Biscuit! 
I've kept you half .. . 
Three quarters .. . 
For you. Here! 
Cycling in the Ardennes ... 
And our silver wedding. 
Crashed the tandem ... 
And lost our shanks 
We cannot ... quite ... kiss. 

I. A.Kerr-Jarrett 
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VIETNAM 
They say that bodies float on their backs 
But this one is troublesome 
And lies face-down, 
Staring into the dark brown waters of a rice field. 
Or perhaps it's not staring-
Perhaps it has its eyes shut 
And is thinking very hard about 
... about the weather ... 
I wonder if it's a man or a woman? 
You can hardly tell these days
They're both so alike ... 
Especially when they're lying in rice fields. 
Poor thing ... it's bleeding. 
But it doesn't seem to be in pain ... 
It's very still-not a murmur. 
It can't be very good for it though
Lying there like that. 
I wonder if I should lift it up 
And take it home? 
But perhaps it's meditating 
And doesn't want to be disturbed .•• 
I think it would be best 
If I went away 
And left it in peace 
... in peace ... 

N. H. Walsh 
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games 

Results: 
v Downside 
v Dorset 'A' 

HOCKEY 

1st XI 

v :Marlborough 
v Dauntseys 
v King's Taunton 
v Bryanston 
v King's Bruton 
vTaunton 
v Monkton Combe 
v Pilgrims 
v Canford 

drew 2-2 
lost 3-4 
drew 2-2 
won I--0 
won 2--0 
won 2-1 
won 6-2 
won 2--0 
won 3--0 
won 4-3 
won 3--0 

1973 has been a wonderful year for Sherborne 
hockey: the fixture list was once more ·expanded 
to make it the strongest of any school west of 
Marlborough and the 1st. XI responded in great 
style by winning 7 and drawing !2 of their g 
school matches. 

Even the two draws at the start of the season 
represented considerable performances by the 
school. At Downside the opening match .was 
played on their all-weather pitch: agreatadvantage 
to the home side as we had almost no experience 
of such a surface. As it was, Sherborne were 
leading 2--0 with IO minutes to go, and it was 
lack of fitness that really allowed the opposition 
to get back into the game. So, it was back to 
circuit training to get tuned up for the Marlborough 
match, where we were only robbed of victory by 
a very strange umpiring decision one minute from 
the end. 

The rest of the season saw 8 successive wins; 
the most notable ones being over the otherwise 
unbeaten Taunton and the final victory over 
Canford, where we were under great pressure to 
preserve our unbeaten record. 

As to the team themselves, they were a good 
side, but few in it would pretend that they were 
great hockey players. The foundation of success 
was laid by a well-organised defence, who always 
covered each other with great speed and deter
mination and made it very difficult for the opposi
tion to ever get in a shot. \Vhen they finally did 
manage a shot, they then found themselves up 
against the one outstanding player in the side, 
foal-keeper and captain, Richard Pertwee. He 
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had a magnificent season and it is to be hoped 
that he will go on to greater things, when he goes 
up to Oxford in October. The forwards were 
inconsistent, but they scored some memorable 
goals, and always played with the tremendous 
spirit and enthusiasm which typified the side. 

At the end of term, Sherborne attended the 
Oxford hockey festival: this is not a strictly 
competitive festival and so the full 1st. XI played 
in only one game. We beat Rugby, Oakham and 
Cranleigh, but lost to Colston's and Bromsgrove. 
Team: R. Pertwee, D. Alan-Williams, M. Floyer, 

R. Spickernell, C. Rankin, M. Davies, 
T. Wardlaw, J. Burridge, I. Rosser, 
T. Norman, M. Hussey. 

I.R.E. 
Results up to 1973: 

p w D L 
Bryans ton 26 II 4 II 

Canford 31 IO 4 17 
Dauntsey's 7 2 4 
Downside IO 8 2 0 

King's Bruton 28 14 5 9 
King's Taunton 2 2 0 0 

Marlborough 2 I 0 

Monkton Combe 3 0 2 
Taunton 5 2 2 

2ND XI 
Played g \Von 6 Drawn 1 Lost 2 

With a greater element of luck the Second 
Eleven could well have imitated the success of the 
1st XI and also had an unbeaten season, for both 
the matches lost were by a single goal. Fortunately 
the success of the 1st. XI meant that the Second 
XI changed very little in the course of the term 
and was thus able to settle into an effective 
combination early on, and which ended the season 
with an excellent victory over Canford. Despite 
the two losses this was a fairly satisfactory season 
and the team was captained enthusiastically by 
Harvey. 

The side was usually selected from the 
following: G. Harvey (Capt.), A. Rix, H. Harben, 

M. Brennan, M. Kimber, J. Rigby
Jones, C. Jackson, P. Howard, M. 
Corlett, J. Sugden, D. Sim, C. 
Stebbings, M. Bryer-Ash. 

LOWER HOCKEY 

3RD XI 

D.P.J. 

The 3rd XI now has a very impressive fixture 
list with matches against four school first elevens. 
The only defeats of the term were from two of 
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these, Milton Abbey, 0-2, and Yeovil Grammar, 
4-5; however Sexey's, Bruton were defeated 7-0 
and unfortunately the match against Clayesmore 
was rained off. The side's hockey was in two 
distinct halves, separated by half term. Both 
defeats were suffered early in the term when the 
side played tentative hockey and constructive 
play was a rarity, the only victory being a 3-0 
win against a poor Bryanston side. The latter half 
of the term produced some good hockey with 
Sellers, a late recruit from Fives, scoring seven 
goals in one week in the 6-o victory over Monkton 
Coombe and the win against Sexey's. 

The standard of the Lower was well above 
average and it was refreshing to see several players 
making successful appearances for the 2nd XI. 
Blackwell, Brennan and Higgins, from last year's 
Colts side, provided a sound nucleus for the team 
and although Howard eventually proved too good 
for the 3rd XI, he helped to raise the pace of play 
and the team finished strongly with three victories 
in a row, the last one being a 2-1 win against 
an unbeaten Canford 3rd XI. 

Played 8 Won 4 Drawn 2 Lost 2 

3rd XI from: Blackwell, Harben, Haley, Brennan, 
Turvill, Marriott, Howard, Fovargue, Higgins 
(Capt.), Holman, Sellers, Stephen, Bredin. 

4TH XI 
This was a successful season judged both by 

the match results and the enjoyment of the players. 
The team was ably led by Hatchard, in Duke of 
Plaza Toro style. The forwards were very active 
and made the most of their opportunities. This 
coupled with a sound, if at times agricultural 
defence, sufficed to obtain an unbeaten record. 
Simms and Watson-Smith were the spearhead of 
the attack which was supported by a succession 
of centre halves. :Many of the team were well up 
to 3rd XI standard and in fact several did play 
for that team as well as beating them in some 
practice games. In all this was a season of high 
hockey skills blessed with good weather. 

Played 3 Won 3 Drawn o Lost o 
4th XI from: Hatchard (Capt.), English, Tobey, 
Foster, Riley, Halford, Bulford, lYfunden, Taylor, 
\Vatson-Smith, Simms, Andrew, Cakebread, 
Thompson. 

M.J.H. 
G.H.J.F. 

COLTS 
As the results show, it was a disappointing 

season. Although the weather was exceptionally 
dry, their skill at stopping and hitting the ball 
did not improve with practice; they failed to apply 
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what they had actually learned when they took 
the field. Constructive moves were rare and 
crippled by these defects. 

The season began with a creditable draw 
against a vigorous side but thereafter declined. 
Dauntsey's would have been beaten by a little 
co-ordinated play, but were treated to a hitting 
match. Bryanston were helped by our over
confidence to recover from being three-one down, 
and scored their equaliser by wreaking panic 
on the defence. Apart from a second-half rally 
and honourable loss against Taunton, and victory 
over Hardye's, the term was not noteworthy. 
Team: J. Powe, M. A. C. Craigen, R. H. B. 

Farrer, D. C. Hardy, A. D. Hughes, R. W. 
Jackman, R. J. B. Madley, H. Salvage, 
C. P. Tompsett, R. G. W. Williams, 
E. J. B. Wilson. 

Played 8 Won 1 Drawn 4 Lost 3 
C.M.G.H. 

JUNIOR COLTS 
This side was unbeaten as mini-colts: The 

goalkeeper virtually never saw the ball in the 
circle, thanks to the soundness of the backs and 
halves, and the way they backed each other up. 
Perhaps the strength of the team lay in this fact. 
Everyone was confident of the support behind 
them and therefore not afraid to commit them
selves whole-heartedly to action well up the field, 
turning every opposition attack into an attack of 
their own and building up pressure that was 
impressive to watch and obviously disheartening 
to contend with. 

It was unfortunate that on the day they met 
what was forseeably their strongest opposition
Taunton-they should be short of two important 
players, one at very short notice, and they missed 
them sorely. On a brighter note, the Bryanston, 
King's Bruton and Canford games' scores could 
easily have been enormous, but there is a great 
difference, at this age group in particular, between 
camping in the opposition twenty five, and actually 
banging them in. 

Enormous credit must go to both the perfor
mance and example of Mumford, the Captain. 
Apart from being skillful he was also indefatigable 
and fearless, with the result that this team was 
capable of running itself, and the opposition, into 
the ground-rarely the case in Junior Colts 
Teams-and if they went into a tackle they 
usually came away with the ball. 

If tltls team manages to stick together 
unbeguiled by other sports, I would hope 
for some very exciting hockey on the Upper in 
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two years time. I wish them well. 
Played 7 Won 4 Drawn 2 Lost 1 

Team: P. E. Dowding, B. J. Williams, Cockman, 
:May, Holman, Mumford, G. C. B. 
Thompson, M. A. B. Price, Moorhouse, 
Cobb, Childs, M. C. Johnson. 

G.E.H.G. 

UNDER 14 
Played 7 Won 2 Drawn 1 Lost 4 

The team has lacked one or two good players. 
Consequently the side never looked secure and 
were always vulnerable against a skillful forward 
line. In a number of games, notably against 
Monkton-Combe and Canford, we had a fair 
share of the play without quite possessing 
the basic skills of stopping and hitting to •cash in' 
on a good position. 

The attack depended heavily on the ability of 
Homfray, the captain, Mackean and Iles to 
distribute 'good ball' and on the skill of Peters to 
set up a scoring position. Wilson and Madley 
scored a number of good goals and King had some 
good games on the left wing. 

Gates at right back always played hard and 
covered well. Palmes saved a great many goals 
that might well have gone in. 

There is considerable potential in the team
and in a number of players who did not make the 
first team because of lack of size and strength
and with confidence and practice in basic skills 
there is a strong nucleus for the future. They have 
begun to learn the pattern of hockey and have 
certainly lacked nothing in enthusiasm and effort. 
The goals they scored they scored well-often 
against sides with 2 or 3 years of experience behind 
them-and the lack of results is no discredit to an 
inexperienced team. 

M.H. 

FIVES 
Our three teams between them played 17 

matches-an indication of the growing popularity 
of the game. The Colts (W3 L2) had the best 
record though their opposition was often weak. 
But a squad of them are playing regularly and 
the general standard is improving. 

The 1st IV (W3 Tied 1 L6) played better 
against the Club sides but couldn't beat other 
Schools. Knight and Smith gave us a good start 
in the Singles but too often the Doubles play 
was not aggressive. The decisive defeat of the 
Bank of England showed what strength we really 
had. The most exciting match was against 
Colston's. One point down, a light broke. \Ve 
changed courts. Served the opposition out. 
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Scrambled the next point and levelled the scores. 
A friendly spirit has prevailed. P.M.W. and 

M.j.C. have given generously of their time and 
helped to create this. 
Team: G. P. H. Smith (Capt.), R. D. Knight, 

R. Buckler, M. Alexander, and A. J. 
Davies. 

C.J.H. 

Rugby Sevens 

Sevens are a valuable sport as they put the 
emphasis on several vital points of the game, 
such as catching, passing, and tackling under 
pressure. Positional sense and pace are vital and 
players are exposed with the ball in their hands. 

The way the sevens played this term showed 
that the level of these skills in Sherborne is very 
low. If the school is to compete in national 
competitions, as it should, some system must be 
devised to ensure adequate practice, and emphasis 
on coaching, without spoiling individual flair. 

The school entered for two competitions, the 
Clifton and Rosslyn Park tournaments. Un
fortunately entries for the Oxford Competition 
were left too late. For the Clifton event the school 
entered teams in the under 19 and under 17 
competitions. The seniors lost their opening 
match 3-26 to Monmouth. The juniors beat 
Beechen Cliff in the first round, Millfield 28-w 
in the next; they were leading 10-6 over St. 
Brendans in the semi-final with only 30 seconds 
to go and then lost 10-12. 

The senior team was Leman, Fitzgerald, 
Ellis, Humphries, Jones, Tillyard, and Dickens. 
The juniors were Bradford, Hamilton, Ingram, 
Hofmeyr, \Vhitely, Marshall, and Symondson. 
This was modified for Rosslyn Park to include 
Humphries and Justin Ellis with Whitely and 
Hamilton as reserves. 

\Ve beat Ardingly 18-0 after some pressure; 
Bembridge were bigger and an early lead of 
sixteen ended up as 16-w. Two missed tackles 
lost us the Marlborough match 18-9; so we did 
not progress much further in the competition 
but as five of our team will be here in two years 
time we look forward to the future. 

D.P.J. 

Cross Country Running 

This term we had three of last season's 
unbeaten 1st VIII; under the expert guidance of 
!\,fr. Harris we took on a more professional air and 
entered for bigger races as well as the usual school 
matches in an altogether successful term. 

\Ve entered the Ken Baily for the first time 
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since 1963. The team finished fourth out of 
eight, with Stephenson leading them home. Later 
on we beat the winners, Hardye's. 

We easily won the North Dorsetshire 
Championship, and the team from the area was 
consequently composed of Sherborne runners in 
both seniors and colts. Four senior runners ran 
in the S.W. Counties and the All England races 
later on (Stephenson, Hargreaves, Kerr and 
·wray). 

A much weakened 1st VIII lost to both 
Allhallows and Blundells, though the colts were 
victorious; Downside were defeated despite the 
absence of P. Kerr, by both teams. The colts took 
sixth place in an all schools match at Marlborough; 
on the same day the firsts beat Taunton but lost 
to Canford which was disappointing. 

I think we can look forward to similar 
success next year. 
Seniors: Hargreaves (Capt.), Stephenson, P. Kerr, 

\Vray, C. Lane, Leach, Donell, A. Butler. 
Colts: Tees, C. Kerr, Lloyd-Jones, P. Lane, 

Samler, Hannay, Tomson, Salkeld, 
Carey. 

S.J.H. 

The Gymnastics Club 
The gradual improvement of the ~Iichaelmas 

Term has increased sharply this term and the 
result has been pronounced enthusiasm and hard 
effort to produce original and more difficult 
movements on mat, box and trampoline. The 
squad now has eleven regulars and a hard core 
of eight who manage to practise at strange times 
such as late at night, breaks, or on Sundays, so as 
to avoid clashing with other activities. I would 
like to take this opportunity of thanking the 
whole squad for the amount of time and effort 
they have put in to improve their skill level. 

If success in school matches is the only 
criterion, then the term has been a disappointment. 
However, the difficulties of being completely 
neutral when assessing performances has not al ways 
helped the cause of the squad. Though un
successful, the matches have proved interesting 
and enjoyable experiences especially the privilege 
of watching a highly professional display by 
Highcliffe School, most of whom had done 
gymnastics seriously since the age of eight. 
The stage has now been reached where confidence 
in one's ability and more precise instruction will 
take the squad to a higher, more demanding 
and infinitely more rewarding level. 

The following were members of the squad: 
R. Roome, B. Symondson, R. Symondson, 
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W. Randle, D. Andrew, M. Dickens, M. \Villiams, 
A. Clarke, M. Verkerk, M. Elliott, C. O'Brien. 

R. Roome and P.M.K. 

The Basketball Club 
A keen interest in the game of Basketball 

has necessitated the formation of a club which 
meets each week on a Friday evening. From an 
initial burst of enthusiasm, the club now has a 
regular membership of between twelve and 
fifteen players who are slowly but surely improving 
their skill level. The presence of two Americans, 
Alan Inglis from the Prep. School and Randy 
Sturges has enabled many boys to appreciate 
some of the finer points of the game and I would 
like to thank them both for their help. During the 
term, matches have been played against St. 
Aldhelm's and Sherborne Girls, School. An U16 
team took part in the first fixture and played 
extremely well against a side which has been 
together for a long time. They were beaten by 
34-18 but were certainly not disgraced. The 
matches against the Girls' School were of more 
friendly nature with boys from the Lent Term 
games programme taking part. They enjoyed 
nerve-wracking successes. 

I sincerely hope that this game will become 
even more popular because it has so much to 
offer in the way of ball skills and team positioning. 

P.M.K. 

Sailing Club 
The Sailing Club has had another enjoyable 

term. Fine weather ensured good attendances 
each week, and our two Lark dinghies returned 
in good shape from a refit at the makers. Improve
ments were also made to our two new 420 class 
dinghies in preparation for the summer's sailing 
at Arne. In addition to this there were nvo 
matches, both at Sutton Bingham sailed in good 
conditions and with favourable results. 

18th March v. Masters won 9!-12 points. 
25th March v. O.S.S.S. won 19!-21! points. 

Team from: Alan-\Villiams, Barker, Chmch, 
Coleman, Christie, \Vray, Kendall, Stocker, 
Davies, Kinder. 

Squash Rackets 
Squash this term has been run under severe 

conditions on account of the very bad 'sweating' 
of the courts, which were re-painted and re-floored. 
In spite of these difficulties much enjoyable 
Squash was played at all levels. 

After the success of the team in retaining the 
Dorset Schools' Cup, a successful term was looked 
forward to. The results were not as good as 



had been hoped for, winning four and losing five. 
The matches against Downside and Blundell's 

should have been won and not let slip. Against 
Marlborough we gave our best performance 
losing only 3-2 to a very strong side. Those who 
played for the team were: 
J. R. Garforth-Bles, P. J. Tomlinson, R. A. L. 
Leach, J. R. Bensted-Smith, B. C. Symondson, 
J. Powe, J. N. W. Edwards. 

The Colts also had four matches. Although 
all were lost it must be remembered that two 
Colts were playing in the School team. I feel that 
those who participated enjoyed their Squash, 
although they always had the worst of the wet 
courts. Those who played for the Colts were: 
C. M. Ferguson, J. P. Cobb, R. J. Griffith, C. P. 
Tompsett, D. C. P. Martin, D. K. Hofmeyr, 
A. J. G. Symondson, R. F. Symondson. 

1st team 
Played 9 \Von 4 Drawn o 

Colts team 
Played 4 \\'on o Drawn o 

Fencing 

Lost 5 

Lost 4 
M.J.C. 

The last year has witnessed the arrival of the 
Sherborne team as an entity in the South Western 
fencing world. For the first time in over twenty 
years the final six fencers in the three major 
championships included members of the team. 

This unprecedented success is undoubtably 
due to Professor J. A. Sanders to whom we owe 
our gratitude and thanks for his patience in 
coaching the Club for the last 20 years. Sadly 
he retires at the end of this term, and he will be 
succeeded by Mike \\'ebster the new South West 
coach. 

THE SHIRBURNIAN 

Thanks are also due to Mr. Howard for 
running the fencing throughout the term, because 
of Mr. Holder's absence. 
Colours: D. A. B. Smith 

R. J. C. D. Pertwee 
]. H, H. Tillyard 
P. H. R. Jones 
M.J. W. Sparks 
.M. S. Davies 

D. A. B. Smith (Captain) 
Golf 

This term, the fixture list was enlarged, 
bringing in new opponents from as far afield as 
Charterhouse, and new golf courses. This, 
combined with a team mainly composed of well
established players, led to a very interesting and 
worthwhile term's golf. Several of the matches 
were closely-fought affairs, both in the overall 
result and in the individual contests involved. 
These provided admirable tests of temperament 
as well as talent. There was an especially tight 
struggle at Burnham with our old golfing rivals 
from Millfield, last year's Schools' Championship 
winners. This year's regional qualifying round of 
this Championship made a fitting climax to a 
splendid term's golf; and, as last year, Millfield 
again just edged us into second place, with 238 
strokes to our 240. Of the several moments of 
individual glory during the term, Whalley's 
record in school matches, and Farley's fine 79 in 
the Championships, were especially noteworthy. 

The teams were chosen from the following: 
M. E. Prager (Capt.), R. A. R. Francis, N. K. 
Whalley, M. W. Farley, J. W. Whately-Smith, 
M. V. R. Wilson, Waite. 

Played 6 Won 4 Lost 2 
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Departures 
Timothy Ash who was a society activist and carries off a trunkful of prizes 
Jeremy Halford, Secretary oflnterpretes, Head of the Digby 
Anthony Pelly who takes six 0 levels to Agricultural College 
Richard Pertwee, Captain of Hockey, Head of School House 
Peter Rigby-Jones, Scholar, has another trunkful of prizes and is a School Prefect 
Ashley Trapnell, Hallkeeper and possessor of five A levels 
T. M. Cooper, who goes with an A level in pottery to a Crammers 

Awards 
Exhibitions: 
R. W. Bensted-Smith (Natural Sciences) St. John's, Oxford 
M. J. M. Brook (English) Christ's College, Cambridge 
P. J. Cross (Economics) Selwyn College, Cambridge 
R. F. J. Faulkner (Natural Sciences) Peterhouse, Cambridge 
J. D. Halford (Classics) St.John's, Oxford 
C. W. Power (Natural Sciences) Magdalene College, Cambridge 
R. J. Saville (History) Emmanuel College, Cambridge 
M. G. Wallace (Maths and Philosophy) Brasenose College, Oxford 
Scholarships: 
C. B. G. Ash (Maths, Physics and Engineering) Trinity Hall, Cambridge 
T. J. G. Ash (Modern History) Exeter College, Oxford 
A. R. Higgins (Natural Sciences) Jesus College, Cambridge 
P. J. Rigby-Jones (Classics) Oriel College, Oxford 
S. F. Smith (Natural Sciences) Trinity Hall, Cambridge 
E. C. Stenton (Classics) Brasenose College, Oxford 
E. A. Stigant (History) Christ's College, Cambridge 
P. A. Trapnell (Natural Sciences) King's College, Cambridge 

School House 
]. H. M. Glasse 
Abbey House 
S. J. Ellyatt 
R. N. S. Leece 
R. A. Sandys-Renton 
A. R. Clarke 
The Green 
C. M. Goddard 
H. D. Kendal 
H.J. H. Longsdale 
Harper House 
R. Foster 
R. N. Ambrose 
Elmdene 
N. C. Allardyce (f) 
S. B. Barton (a) 
J. F. B. Bourdillon (a) 
A.]. F. Bruce (b) 
]. H. Craw (f) 
W. S. O'G. Haly (a) 
M. R. Hicks (a) 
R. K. Hooper (a) -
S. F. Lloyd (f) 
F. C. Price (a) 
J. Savage (b) 

Arrivals 
S. A. S. Small (b) 
C. R. Sylvester-Bradley (a) 
W. J. Syms (a) 
R. K. Taylor (a) 
J. V. Thomas (a) 
C. B. Gregory (a) 
Lyon House 
A. L. Jackson 
M. K. Jackson 
A. P. Aylward 
A. S. Leppard 
A. C. S. McFarlane 
A. C. Morse 
I. A. Sarginson 
Wescott House 
T. J. P. Barnes 
N. P. J. Falla 
J. G. B. Fish 
T. D. Mullins 
The Digby 
P. M. Cherry 
N. T. ]. Colfer 
S. R. B. English 
G. H. N. Prestige 
T. F. Selby 
R. K. Wheeler 
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