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VALETE 

M.R.G.E. -D. 

This notice marks merely a stage in Michael 
Earl-Davis's long commitment lo Sherbonie 
School. for in April he relinquished the job of 
Registrar though he continues as President of 
The Pilgrims and Secretary of The Old Shirburnian 
Society and indeed. by his constant presence and 
interest , he supports the School which he first 
joined as a new boy in l 931. There is hardly a 
facet of the School's life which he has nol 
wuched and, by touching, enhanced. TeacJ1er. 
games coach. house tu tor, housernaster, these 
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roles have brought hjm into contact with uncount
able boys . To all these his skills . his integrity, his 
completely generous commitment have been 
immediately apparent . He has a most fortunate 
natural sympathy with a wide range of sports 
and was a most accomplished cricketer, playing 
for Cambridge in 1940and1947, for the Army 
in 1946 and for Somerset in the County 
Championship in 1950. This accumulated ex
peril!nce now makes of him a much respected 
umpire. In squash too he played for Somerset 
from 1950 to 1961 and captained the team for 
the last six years. As master in charge or squash 
he produced many years of excellent players. 
The O.S. won the Londonderry Cup in 1962, 
and it is this victory that he remembers with 
most pride and happiness. 



Another event. in a different field, is the 
C.C.F. parade of Commemoration 1964, when 
the whole School carried out the full ceremony 
of Trooping the Colour on the Upper - five 
hundred and seventy-seven boys on parade. IL 
was a spectacular achievement acknowledged by 
the inspecting officer, Earl Mountbatten, with 
the words, ·This is the finest cadet parade I have 
seen anywhere in the world'. Mike had had a 
wide experience of war service, a platoon com
mander with the Irish Guards in the Anzio 
beach-head, later a company commander in 
north-west Germany with the rank of major. 
There was something irresistably debonair about 
him in uniform, which the whole corps shared, 
an exuberance. a pride and confidence which 
was the mark of his unobtrusive but stylish 
leadership. _ . 

In 1961 he was the organiser of the first 

D.J.W.B. 

When Derek Bridge gave up full-time teaching 
a few years ago, the then article in the Shirburnian 
gave no hint that it was only the first part of the 
record of his contribution over so many years. 
A current magazine would give the outline of 
'the story so fa r', but space is limited, so l can 
recommend reading the Shirburnian of that 
time, now rebound in the Library. 

Everyone would associate DJWB with the 
Dining llall, in recent years, and his success in 
coping with a complicated situation and bringing 
a great deal of order into it. From the first he 
saw that it needed a schoolmaster to do it, and 
not a person divorced from the everyday life of 
the School community. In the role of school
master, his aim was to make the 'eating experience' 
as smooth and as civilised as possible. High 
standards were expected, both from boys and 
catering staff, and, when a few feathers were 
ruffled, as they necessarily were, the feeling that 
the aim was towards a civilised and orderly 
atmosphere for all managed to restore calm. 
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School Appeal. He worked with Lord Boyd and 
the partnership brought each of them great 
pleasure, and much success to the School. It 
raised the money to purchase the old Digby Hotel 
and convert it into a boarding house. 

So much for a selection of his achievements: 
it is, however. his generosity of spirit , his humour. 
his splendid laugh, his dependability, his kindness, 
his instinctive courtesy, his lightly-worn and 
profoundly-based standards of conduct that 
attract his frie nds and elicit their high regard. 
The exercise of these qualities springs from a 
certainty of faith sufficiently secure for him to 
be a lay member of the Carmelite Order. 

Long may he enjoy his cricket umpiring and 
continue to serve the School. Though he is no 
longer a member of the Common Room we shall 
all surely delight in his company for many years 
to come. 

The fact that meals are now both efficient and 
relaxed is largely due to Derek's influence. 

J really think, though, that Derek Bridge's 
last few years here were spent helping me with 
the crossword, at which he is a past master, with 
particular expertise in obscure forms of carriage 
and coach. For me, too, there are memories of 
very early years at Sherborne, when boarding
houses were staffed by only one tutor, and were 
almost forbidden territory to most of the staff; 
the regular Monday evening meals given by 
Sheila and Derek, with the option of going round 
the house afterwards, were a very welcome 
introduction to Sherbome. New boys must have 
also felt a warm introduction, thanks to Sheila's 
Harper House Cake, a traditional delight at 
new boys' teas. 

So Derek retires to a Ii fe of increased activity, 
with his continuing involvement in Dorset cricket, 
and the Minor Counties organisation , his garden, 
his golf, and his family: perhaps he even helps 
Sheila with 'meals on wheels'. These past few 
years have added a new aspect to Derek's 
connection with Sher borne: the icing on the cake, 
perhaps. 

A.E.R. 
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David Oldham arrived in 
Sherborne in 1956 fresh from 
St. John's College, Cambridge. 
July 10, 1986 saw the very 
last History lesson taught by 
·Doggie' in Room 21. Gener
ations of boys had been 
sitting there, soaking up 
knowledge about the French 
Revolution and Hitler's Nazi 
Germany. But what htippened 
between these dates? 
Sherbome gained an tivid 

enthusiast in many fields -
I listory, Antiques and Rugby 
Football - and aJso a man 
who cared deeply about the 
individual boy. This led, in 
1965, to DO becoming 1 louse
master of Elmdene, now 
Wallace, then a waiting I louse 
for new boys, majnly for 
School House but also for the 
other Houses as well. Ten 
years were spent there and 
then a move 10 The Green 
followed in 1975. The Green 
flourished under DO: it was 
filled with individuals of 
intellect uaJ brilliance. sporting 
excellence and musical talent. 
but all inilividuaJs. The loyalty 
of 1he members of The 
Green co 1hc1r House 1s, to 
me. the lasting memory of 
DO. In 1984 DO left The 
Green and moved to the 
seclusion ofC'ole.near Bruton. 
The full timetable and the 
consultancy at Lawrence 
(Antiques) hoth followed and 
then the final History lesson. 
A teaching career at Sher
bomc was over a very special 
man had retired. 

David will always be seen on 
the touch line or the Upper 
or a first XV ground else
where, giving his support.. 
advice and criticism. We all 
have to remember that he 
selects the side! 

We will see you regularly. 
we will miss you; but we 
know that you will not forget 
your years at Sher borne, 
where you have left such a 
mark. 

M.J .C. 



C.B.G.A. 
Christopher Ash returned to Sherborne in 

September 1978 to join the Mathematics Depart
ment. While he was a pupil here he won a scholar
ship to Trinity Hall. Cambridge where he gained 
a first class honours degree with distinction in 
the Electrical Science Tripos. During his time at 
Cambridge he was sponsored by Post Office 
Telecommunications for whom he worked after 
graduating. J lowever, he did not feel that he 
wanted to make a permanent career in industry 
and was more attracted to teaching. 

He contributed to the life of the School in 
very many different ways during the last eight 
years. Although he was an engineer by training 
he was becoming more interested in mathematics 
and more involved in the mathematical world. 
He has reviewed books and written several 
articles for the Mathematical Gazette as well 
as doing some part-time resea rch in mathematical 
education at Southampton University. He was 
also involved in an SMP committee considering 
new ideas for syllabuses. He was alive to the 
mathematics which occurs in so many different 
situations (including the design of children's 
toys) and he would enrich his lessons by ex
ploring these ideas with his pupils. He was 
equally effective as a teacher with a low third 
form set and with an Oxbridge group. His part
icular contribution 10 the work of the department 
was in preparing future Cambridge engineers 
for 'Paper 211 '. 

Mrs. Eileen Heseltine 
Boys in the School arc known generally by 

their surnames , 'beaks' by their initials, but 
Headmasters· secretaries at Sherborne seem to 
need a christtan name only. To mention 'Eileen· 
in a conversation ensured certain recognition. 
She had, after all, been with us for eighteen 
years, long enough to greet new members of 
governing bod ies, over three generations of boys 
and threequarters of the existing staff or the 
School. And, as first impressions are long enduring, 
intending parents mounting the stairs to the 
Headmaster's study will recall with gratitude 
her welcome and her care in the detail of the 
programme for their visit. 

She came to the School with a wealth of 
secretarial and administrative experience behind 
her. at Lutterel Castle, in hospital practice and 
at The 1 lall School, Wincanton. Her first post 
at Sherborne for a short time was as secretary 
to the Bursar, before she moved to her long and 
final reign as Headmaster's secretary. By the end 
she was , of course, indispensable, a last port of 
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Experience in industry and administrative 
abilities were good qualifications for the man 
running the Careers Depart ment. He did this 
successfully for four years, always showing an 
interest in the boys as individuals. He developed 
the work of the department in many ways. In 
particular, the Lower Sixth Careers Convention 
has grown over the years and has become an event 
valued by the boys and enjoyed by the many 
visitors who come to help. 

On the games field Christopher was an 
accomplished tennis player and was master in 
charge of tennis for some years. In the Lent Term 
he would be seen on Carey's organising and 
encouraging the Sth XI hockey side. 

He is a man with a strong Christian faith who 
always valued opportunities for helping in 
pastoral work. He spoke on a number of occasions 
at Chapel services and helped to prepare 
candidates for confirmation. But his main 
contri bution to the religious life or the School 
was through Christian Porum, which was held in 
his home each week. There was always a warm 
welcome from Christopher and Carolyn and 
many boys have been very grateful t<> them for 
the feUowship and teaching of those Thursday 
meetings. 

We will miss Christopher, Carolyn and family 
and thank them for all they contributed to our 
community during the last eight years. We wish 
them well as they move to Edinburgh where 
Christopher is taking up his appointment as 
Head of the Mathematics Department at Fettes. 

o.s.s. 

call in a state of despair when seeking to know 
how events were planned last year or last time. 
Given due notice. the file was invariably produced. 
with a dimpled smile of satisfaction at being 
able to help: 'This is how we arranged the School 
photograph in 1982 '. 

For a term we worked closely together in 
the Headmaster's office and the slight austereness, 
that is the inevitable concomitant of her position, 
disappeared. Her advice and support were freely 
given ; unreasonable demands upon her time 
brought no complaint. She created space to think 
and reflect by protecting me from the pressures 
of the day ,shared the discretions and indiscretions 
of the School with complete integrity and left 
me heartened by the strength of her personal 
allegiance. 

She served the School well. Within a day or 
two of retirement we shared an anecdotal coffee. 
I sensed that she will enjoy time to develop new 
interests, her home in Hound Street and her 
family nearby at Minehead. Our good wishes go 
with her for healthy and happy retirement 
years. 

R.A.C.K. 



R.A.C. 
I remember well Richard Coward's arrival at 

Sherborne in September 1982. The Common 
Room threw a party to welcome new members 
of staff and Richard was one of six new faces . 
The bearded, rather portly young man who had 
come from Bishop Stortford to teach French and 
Spanish was soon the centre of many small 
groups of staff. They quickly discovered that 
Richard was a man of many interests, an en
thusiastic schoolmaster and a person eager to be 
involved in all aspects of life both in and out of 
the classroom. That he was a successful teacher 
of French and Spanish was soon apparent by the 
very complimentary comments which came back 
from the most critical of judges - the boys. He 
was patient, he knew his subjects, he demanded 
high standards; he had no time for those boys 
who were laid back about their work, who were 
poor time keepers, or who were not prepared to 
make the most of their ability. It was, perhaps, 
his one criticism of Sherborne that too many of 
the boys were too easy going on themselves when 
it came to the pursuit of academic excellence. 

Having established himself in the classroom. 
Richard was in demand as referee and coach on 
the games field. Although a rowing man himself. 
Richard was willing to help anywhere; for him 
this was an essential part of being a school· 
master. His good humour and limitless energy 
revitalised many a disheartened second fifteen. 
His quiet but firm authority was respected not 
only by squash and cricket teams; he was the 

I. V. 

In our present community, where music 
tends to be a specialist activity, Ian Venables 
has been something or a rarity; an economist 
and not a member of the music department, he 
showed himself extremely enthusiastic about 
music of all kinds and he wanted to help other 
people to share his enthusiasms. He was very 
hospitable and an evening spent in his company 
would include a meal well out of the ordinary 
and then a tasting of his large collection of 
records. llis musical interests are wide; but he 
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natural choice as Chairman of the inter-house 
School's Challenge Quiz competitions. At one 
time he was a tutor in three different houses but 
I never heard anyone accuse him of being biased. 

While for Richard love of one's subject was an 
essential starting point for a schoolmaster , the 
ability to teach and encourage the least able was 
of equal importance to that of being able to 
inspire and develop the most talented. It was this 
enthusiasm for his subject and the ability to 
communicate to his pupils which made Richard 
not only a first class teacher but also a much 
sought after tutor. Many boys in Abbey House, 
School House. and in particular Lyon , have cause 
to thank Richard for the help and encouragement 
which they received. His involvement in a house 
gave him tremendous satisfaction and it is on 
his own admission one of the main aspects of 
school life which he will miss at Eton. 

We shall certainly miss his enthusiastic help 
with house plays, the touch of individuality he 
brought lo house prayers. his efficient admin
istration of prizes, and his role as translator and 
continental telephone opera tor, for those or us 
of lesser linguistic ability! llis comment 'No 
trouble: when do you want me/what do you want 
me to do· was typical of his endless energy and 
willingness to be involved. 

1 ot only will Sherborne School miss Richard's 
many attributes but Sherborne Round Table 
have also lost a valued member. We all wish 
Richard, Ann and their boys a successful and 
happy life at Eton, and a peaceful one - if that is 
possible under the flight path of Heathrow! 

MJ.H. 

has a reverential love especially for Mahler. As a 
composer he is prolific, writing music chiefly 
for the piano, some of it already recorded ; when 
he came to Sherborne he had much light music 
to his credit and he was persuaded to undertake 
a musical play here, a musical version of bits 
of the Odyssey. (This began as an entertainment 
based on the Tarot pack of cards: such are the 
vicissitudes of creation.) He seemed not to find 
here the response he needed ; we hope that he 
wilJ find this in his new school in Worcester. 
Friendly. appreciative of people and individual. 
he was a great asset to the conventional Sherborne 
scene. 

R.S.G. 



F. R.S. 
One of the last times 1 saw Francis in Sher

borne was when the Theology Department 
gathered together on a glorious summer evening 
to say goodbye to him. We presented him with a 
Japanese lacquered desk set, something on which 
he could Jay the tools of his trade - a packet of 
Rizlas, a battered tin of Golden Virginia, an 
ever-failing lighter with which he constantly 
ignited his nose as he missed the Oattened 
dog-end which, like Andy Capp, was a biological 
extension of his lower lip. With these accoutre
ments in front of him he would delve Like a 
Russian Sherlock Holmes into the mysteries of 
Bhaktin, sleuth through the imaginary diaries of 
Dostoevsky and tumble down the Reichenbach 
Falls of theodicy and other theological white 
water. 

On this evening he presented us with the 
Franc.is Spencer Memorial Glass - an enormous 
crystal balloon brimming with Pimms with a 
noating Covent Garden of mint, apple, orange 
and strawberries. It was an appropriate present 

because during his time at Sherborne he over
flowed with a transparent honesty, a generous 
spontaneity and an exotic and eclectic humour. 

One more memory. My grandmother, a vital 
and energy-sapping eighty-five year old, who was 
down for the week, had lost her hearing aid but 
was determined to go to Senior Chapel. Francis, 
who at Harvest Festival had shared ecstactically 
with us all the fruitfulness of his garden, was in 
sombre autumn mood. He solemnly warned us 
of the disappointments that soured the triumphs 
of life but how within them there were the seeds 
of future triumph. He moved toward the pews 
and offered something to the congregation. My 
grandmother, who sans hearing aid had not 
been privy to the wisdom of Francis' words, 
stretched her hands out expecting to receive the 
sacrament and instead received .. . a putrescent, 
decaying apple. Many of us at Sherborne stretched 
out our hands only to receive a PLO flag, an 
inextinguishable brand, a teddy bear or his 
atrocious violin playing. It was never what we 
expected but like my grandmother we nodded, 
accepted it and went away enriched and happier 
people because we had been touched by an 
extraordinary and wonderful person. 

D.P.K.C. 

'Here '.s a bit of luck - caught Baddaby minor smoking!' 
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l.E.W.S. 
Ian came to Sherborne directly from Cam

bridge where he had taken his Certificate of 
Education after graduating in Chemjstry from 
Bristol University and soon settled into the 
classroom and the common room. He will 
probably be best remembered by the boys he 
coached so excellently at Colts level in hockey 
and Junior Colts in cricket. He set and demanded 
high standards from the boys and they responded 
enthusiastically. He understood the differences 
in tactics and style of play necessitated by the 
'Astro' hockey pitch and the accuracy with which 
he hit the \vhite ball' was more reminiscent of 
Steve Davis than of the traditional hit-and-run 
of English schoo l hockey. Ian is a fine games 
player and he will be missed by the Taunton 
Vale Club and by the local cricket team where 
he was their demon fast bowler. And, of course, 
his enthusiasm and wise advice will be sorely 
missed by the games fraternity here. 

A second and important side to Ian's 
character, which sadly was appreciated by fewer 
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boys, was his commitment as a Christian. He was 
an active participant in Christian Forum and so 
he helped to strengthen the faith of many others. 

However, a schoolmaster stands or falls by 
the success he makes of the classroom. Chemistry 
is a difficult subject to teach for it contains many 
different concepts, understanding of which 
requires totaJ concentration, a large body of fact 
which the boys have to be persuaded to learn, 
and a series of practical sessio ns during which 
the formal discipline of the classroom must be 
relaxed. To get this all right requires considerc1ble 
experience and an evident love of the subject. 
Jn his earliest days Ian found this difficult, but 
he was acquiring the skills rapidly and by the end 
of his short two years with us he had conquered 
most of the problems. 

Ian now goes to Uppingham - a school, like 
Sherborne, in most people's top twenty, if not so 
in the view of a certain Australian news-magnate 
- where he will run their I st XI cricket and teach 
Chemistry. I am su re he will be thoroughly 
successfu l in both; the whole community of boys 
and masters of Sherborne will miss him and we 
wish him well. 

G.H.J.F. 



DRAMA & MUSIC 

The Odyssey 

Over Commem. the Aristotelian unities 
of time and space were being meticulously 
observed by The Browning Version in the Powell 
HaU with conspicuous success. At the same time, 
in the Big School Room, the musical version of 
the Odyssey by Messrs. Glen and Venables 
fl outed them outrageously , but with equal 
success. 

The Odyssey is the wo rld's oldest, and still 
greatest, novel. But the fact that it was put into 
its present shape by a poet of genius working on 
a number of isolated ballads centring on the 
person of Odysseus makes it picaresque and 
episodic in character, and conseq uently hard to 
dramatise. It has been enjoyed by countless 
people since it was composed , and has been read 
in many different ways , from being regllrded 
simply as a ·rattling good yarn' to an elaborate 
allegory of the soul of man in search of fulfil· 
ment. The latter, more spiritual interpretation, 
showing Odysseus at the end of his adventures, 
still hungry for furthe r experiences, seems to 
have originated from Dante's mind, and was 
elaborated by Tennyson. 

Mr. Glen's 'book' for the play combined 
both themes into a harmonious unity. The 
incidents were woven together to produce an 
effective whole, but the audience was constantly 
reminded that Odysseus was seeking something 
less tangible than Ithaca and a snug 'sunset 
home' . 

Starting with Telemachus' departure for Sparta 
in search of his missing father, we were taken with 
a ~kilful combination of music, speech and 
dancing through the whole plot of the Odyssey 
up to the Hero's disillusionment on his return to 
Ithaca. Some episodes were only lightly sketched 
in or described as happening off stage; Odysseus 
referred to the Cyclops in one of his songs and 
Menelaus mentioned the incident to Telemachus. 
Two of the episodes were conveyed in the 
evening's most effective spectacles, the Dance 
of the Animals and the Dance of the Storm and 
Furies. 

When Odysseus returns to Ithaca, he finds in 
the words of Cavafy. incorporated into the play 
by Mr. Glen: 

'Ithaca gave you the splendid journey; 
She hasn't anything else to give you.' 
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There is no satisfaction, only unhappiness and 
disillusion. Helen hlls lost all interest in him. 
Telemachus and the younger generation are 
eager to be bringing their brave new world into 
being and have little time for the past. 

[n any episodic play much inevitably depends 
on the character who holds the episodes together. 
Andrew Morton·s Odysseus dominated the scenes 
in which he appeared with his well-trained voice 
and acting skills. He was at his happiest depicting 
'the man of many wiles ' telling his tall stories 
with energy and conviction, even when the plain 
truth would have served him just as weU. He 
seemed less at ease with the more introspective 
moods of the hero; Cavafy's words were delivered 
with expression and meaning, but the hero then 
tended to curl up and go to sleep exhausted by 
his efforts at self-analysis. 



The inevitably episodic nature of the play 
gave little chance for the development of character 
during the course of the evening, with the ex
ception of the hero, but the producer was well 
served by major and minor characters alike. 
Alannah Langton 's Penelope was suitably stately, 
and she portrayed her eventual disillusionment 
with her husband's return effectively. The con
trast would have been heightened if she could 
previously have shown more enthusiasm for his 
homecoming. Mark Down 's Telemachus was 
convincingly tied to Mummy's - and Daddy's -
apron strings, and there was a growth to his 
independence. Robert Arnott's Menelaus was an 
experienced man of the world. whose rendering 
of Half the trouble in the world is women was 
one of the musical highlights of the evening. 
Lucy Agnew's Helen was tall and stately, domin
ating her court; for her Greeks and Trojans 
would cheerfully have suffered those ten weary 
years. Bruno Newman 's Teiresias added dignity 
to the grimness of the Underworld. 

A special word of praise for the conception 
and portrayal of the Divine lnterveners. It is 
certainly arguable that Homer himself regarded 
them as faintly comic, and Mr. Glen brought 

this out by showing their physical presence on 
the stage unseen by any of the actors, as with a 
quiet smile they put new ideas into the minds 
of their prote(ees. 

The language was a satisfactory mixture of 
the traditional Homeric - 'white armed Helen', 
'windy Troy', and the rest - with modern slang 
and atrocious puns which will not sully the 
pages of the Shirburnian. Not for the purist, 
certainly, but it all combined to convey the energy 
and speed of the original . 

As with all Mr. Glen's productions, the 
grouping, the colour and the movement of large 
crowds were expertly handled, and Miss Luther 
is to be especially commended on the quality , 
originality and professionalism of the dancing. 
Mr. Stooke and Ms crew took us effectively, 
within the limits of the B.S.R., from sunny 
Jthaca to murky Hades. 

Your reviewer is unqualified to discuss Mr. 
Venables· music with any knowledge or authority. 
But the variety of orchestration and scoring was 
very skilfully handled to match the mood of the 
current scene as well as producing some eminent
ly singable tunes. The Chorus of the Dead and 
Half the trouble in the world is women remain 
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in the memory and their difference is a tribute 
to the composer's versatility. The rapid sale of 
the tapes provided evidence. if it was needed, 
of the approval of those who heard it. We hope 
that his musical talents will have the opportunity 
to manifest themselves at Worcester. 

In the past 2,800 years the Odyssey has been 
seen in many different ways, in itself proof of 
its vitality. This production was no more the 
·definitive Odyssey' than any other version, but 
it breathed its own energy and speed into the 
plot and we were grateful to all those actors, 
stage hands, producers and lighting crew alike 
for giving us the chance of a fresh look at the 
world's great est story. 

R.D.M. 

The Abbey House Play 
'The Browing Version' 
by Terence Rattigan 

Rattigan once wrote: 'If the reader enjoys, as 
I do, the imaginative pastime of acting plays to 
himself as he reads them, then I trust he will 
give them a brilliant performance.' Let me 
gratefully record that, on this stage, a brilliant 
performance was this play's happy fate. Had he 
been alive to see Abbey House's production of 
The Browning Version, Rattigan would instantly 
have recalled his own words. 

Knowing a li ttle about the general theme of 
the play before seeing it, I must confess to having 
felt a shade dubious of its suitability as a 
Commem. production: first, because it is a fairly 
serious play; and secondly, the fact that it is 
set in a public school in the south of England 
threatened to be a touch close to the bone. 
I need not have worried. 
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The Modern Language Play 
' La Cantatrice Chauve ' 

by Eugene Ionesco 

The Modern Language Department called 
upon the skills of well-known French director 
Jean-Marc Pascal for their production this 
year. The title of their choice of play can be 
translated as The Bald Female Opera Singer. 
This was as crazy as it sounds: the only mention 
this rather less than hirsute lady received was: 

le Pompier: A propos, et la can ta trice chauve? 
Mme. Smith: Elle se coiffe toujours de la 
m~me fa~on. 
(Roughly translated: she still has the same 
hairstyle.) 
This mood was sustained throughout the work 

and the director's influence was very evident. 
To help him, he had a talented cast of guinea-pigs, 
who at one point found themselves enthusiastic
ally chugging round the stage impersonating 
steam engines. 

The plot is non-existent, so l will tum instead 
to the actors involved. who perhaps preferred 
this absence of structure as it meant that their 
actions could be utterly incoherent without 
attracting too much comment. Louise Noel 

Jn the play Frank Hunter (Toby Rowland) is 
involved , somewhat guiltily, in an affair with 
Millie (Vicky Warren). the scheming wife of 
Andrew Crocker-Harris, a classics master. The 
couple are about to leave together to teach in a 
crammer in Dorset, and for this reason one of 
the boys, John Taplow (Nicholas Macpherson) , 
who feels sorry for his rather pathetic teacher, 
gives Crocker-Harris a copy of The Agamemnon, 
the 'Browning version' of the title. This gift 
gives Millie the excuse for a final row with her 
husband in front of Frank, and their 'secret' is 
revealed. However, it soon emerges that it has 
been no secret at all: Crocker-Harris has known 
all about it all along - his wife has kept him 
very well-informed. 

lt seems a simple enough tale and yet the 
pace never flagged, due entirely to the ability 
of the actors (and above all of Simon Campbell 
in the central role) to cap tivate their audience 
with such subtle portrayals of such subtle 
characters. 

It was a unique production, in that it was 
shon, cleverly directed with meticulous attention 
to detaiJ, and, most surprising of aU, very touching. 
Indeed , there were reports of some members of 
the audience being, literally, reduced to tears. 

C. Whittell 

unfortunately went down with mumps the day 
before the performance , but was, happily, 
replaced by the effervescent Katherine Smithson 
who read quite brilliantly out of her book, as 
on occasion did Andrew Morton , who was lucky 
enough to be sitting next to her for most of the 
time . I would not like to suggest, though, that 
a copy of the play on the stage in any way helped 
to prevent embarrassing pregnant pauses. Emma 
Hoyle once again lowered herself to playing a 
man who enjoys silly games and reciting absurd 
stories, while Crispin Whjttell portrayed very 
successfully the bourgeois M. Smith, whose 
conversation with his wife leads absolutely 
nowhere. Cecilia Casella fina lly decided that the 
man in whose bed she slept was her husband. 
though she seemed far more fascinated by a 
gentleman whom she had witnessed tying his 
shoelaces. Quite incredible . 

The play is regarded as a modern classic, and 
its real hero is language itself, which disintegrates 
as it is used by characters devoid of genuine 
feeling, who are simply unable to think for 
themselves. TI1e most important question remains 
to be answered: could Mary be Sherlock Holmes? 

'S'il y a une morale a cette histoire. c'est a 
vous de la trouver: 

A. Morton 
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The School House Play . 
Tom Brown' 

House plays exist for many reasons, most of 
which never cross the mind of a man who has 
parted with good money to see a professional 
performance. They remind us, in particular. 
that an evening of theatrical enjoyment may be 
had even when the play is bad and the acting 
unspeakable , provided that one has mastered the 
art of enjoying a House production, come what 
may. Experienced members of the audience 
know that for true equanimity and an enjoyable 
evening it is usually advisable to leave one's 
incredulity and most of one's critical faculties 
outside the theatre. It is also sensible to check 
with the cast beforehand to find out where they 
think the true strengths of the performance lie, 
lest one waste time looking for expected, but 
non-existent merits. I took care, therefore, to 
inquire of a senior member of the School House 
cast what, if any, the special delights of their 
performance would be. 

'Well, sir,' replied the judicious critic after a 
moment's thought, 'you can see Mr. Hodgkinson 
playing hjmself, only more so.' 

Armed with such information, it was natural 
that I should turn up at the Old School Room in 
a state of keen anticipation which was dulled 
only slightly when I was accosted at the door by 
SPHH and appointed the Shirburnian's official 
critic. 

JH duly performed to the delight of all, but 
especially of his colleagues who were eager to 
determine whether all the rumours they had heard 
about his classroom manner were true. As might 
have been expected, he gave us a forceful, 
dominant Arnold and the dramatic strength of 
his interpretation served to cover over some of 
the inconsistencies in the au th or's delineation 
of the character. The author makes impossible 
demands. The Arnold of the play is both the butt 
of the kind of satire a pig-headed man who knows 
he is right ought to attract and also the represent· 
ative of important positive values. Even J H 
could not quite reconcile these contradictory 
roles. 

The characterization of Arnold, the main 
exponent of ideas in the play , is the play's main 
weakness. Without him, the play would fall 
apart, but with this play's Arnold , the same is 
true. As a whole, Tom Brown is simply incoherent, 
but the fact that it is a bad play may be set 
aside as irrelevant. It proved to be an excellent 
choice for a House play. Though the play falls 

apart in a collection of vignettes, they are all 
actable and the dialogue is well suited to young 
actors learning the craft. The manifest naws of 
the work did not lessen my enjoyment of the 
evening nor my admiration for the achievement 
of School House. 

The standard of the performance was im· 
pressively high and a tribute to the efforts of all 
involved and to J H's skill in recognising and 
fostering the talents of young actors, especially 
junior boys. 

Ben Pelly tackled the part of Tom creditably. 
He was at his best in such scenes as the convers· 
ation on cowardice with East and the occasion 
when Arnold invites him to become head of 
school. I was not able to see Jonathan Lockwood 
in the role but my spies assure me that his was a 
fine performance. 

Credit must go to those boys who played the 
quieter, less obtrusive roles. These were necessary 
to the success of the play and, as Arthur, Tom 
Isaacson 's moving soliloquy before his suicide 
was admirable acting in one so young. As ex
perienced house-play-goers know, the dangers 
of mishandled pathos before an adolescent 
audience can be considerable. (1 shall never forget 
that I once saw King Lear giggled off the stage 
by a pack of schoolgiris.) lnevitably tl1ough, the 
unsavoury characters engrossed our attention. 
James Stocken, as Flashman, and his ugly en
tourage were memorable and performed with 
just the right degree of comic exaggeration to 
send up the type of aristocratic thug whom they 
represented. In this respect, James Macdonald's 
splendid deployment of his sinister black gloves 
was notably effective. 

To the best of my knowledge, branding is 
no longer practised in English schools but Jeffrey 
Reeves who, as Diggs , suffered this fate at the 
hands of Flashman et al. succeeded in investing 
the scene with some power without turning the 
stomachs of the front row of an audience un
accustomed to such schoolboy pursuits. A fine 
piece of directing, I thought. Reeves played the 
part with evident gusto but, in so doing, revealed 
the more clearly the faults of construction and 
balance in the script. The part of Diggs is certainly 
too large for the minor contribution which the 
character makes to the plot. 

I remember the play as a series of loosely 
connected scenes, the funniest of which, to my 
mind, was the altercation between Lord Flashman 
(Patrick Irwin) and Dr. Arnold. The spectacle 
of these two windbags, each secure in his own 
vanity, raging, posturing furiously and yelling 
fit to crack the plaster effigy of Edward VI 
above them was a delight, and Sir Plume himself 
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might have envied them the nice conduct of their 
clouded canes. Patrick Irwin, as a veteran, 
plainly revelled in the opportunities for excess 
given him in the part of Lord Flashman, though 
he looked remarkably robust to me for a supposed 
rou~ and syphilitic wreck and I dare say James 
Stacken, on the receiving end of a mighty whack 
from his stick which came near to terminating 
his young existence, or at least his acting career, 
thought so too. 

Tim Bostel. as Ben the village boy, poacher 
and pugilist, had his share of physical violence 
but brought more to his part than that. I had not 
seen him act before and was impressed by his 
assurance and control. In the end, he appeared to 
be the only character in the play of any real 
humanity or vision but then, as a simple, honest 
fellow, intent upon making his own way in the 
world, he always had the best chance of surviving 
the play 's ideological confusions. 

The Trestle Table 
Theatre Company 

'Plastered' 

Plastered, by the Trestle Table Theatre 
Company from Barnet, was advertised as a \vitty 
and perceptive study of a rich variety of characters 
observed in that best of British institutions -
the public house'. This was certainly no Lie: the 
'rich variety' included an aloof, domineering 
woman with her haggard husband and sheltered 
son, a hippy , a suburban golfer, a leather-jacketed 
thug, a dog and a whole host of other characters. 
lndeec!, one of the aspects of the play that 
particularly caught my attention was the cred
ibility of the characters - how marvellously 
true-to-Life they were. (Not that I've ever been 
in a pub to find out, of course !) 

There was no script, however , and no speech, 
for the whole play was mimed from behind 
brilliantly expressive masks not unlike those 
created for Spitting Image. The masks captured 
superbly the mood and personality of each in· 
dividual character; and though, of course, they 
did not change, such was the professionalism and 
conviction with which the play was put on that 
many in the audience would have sworn that 
their expressions altered to suit the mood. 

The O.S.R. has considerable Limitations as a 
theatre but this School House production sur
mounted them as well as could be expected. 
An agreeable set was constructed out of a 
collection of scholastic bric-a-brac: lighting was 
skilful and the limited available space was used 
more effectively than I'd have imagined possible, 
even considering J S F's excelJent productions 
of recent years. 

The performance had much to commend it 
and to nurture one's faith in the institution of 
the House play. It is evidence enough that I 
write this review at the end of the summer, in 
another country , months after the play was 
performed. Many scenes remain vivid in my 
memory but the abiding impression of the play 
is the domineering figure of Arnold , his emphatic 
gestures, the resolute determination of his 
manner and, of couse, a question that remains 
unanswered: did we really hear the authentic 
voice of JH? 

R.D.R.M. 

The mime was not of the traditional kind: the 
man in black clothing with white face and gloves, 
pretending to shift a pane of glass. It was instead 
of a kind that was so convincing that one virtually 
forgot that it was mime at alJ. Not once did I 
ask myself: 'What is he doing?' In fact the high 
quality of the performance somewhat disguised 
and distracted attention from the rather Oimsy 
story line: a little suspense would perhaps have 
been a good thing. 

There were eleven characters in the first act 
and ten in the second, (the 'aseptic surroundings 
of the local hospital's casualty department'), 
so when at the curtain call only four players 
appeared the audience was astounded. Only 
when we realised that these four had played all 
the characters, and considered the rapidity re
quired in completely changing both masks 
and costumes did the slickness of the performance 
really become apparent. If they want my advice, 
a fascinating follow-up would be a play depicting 
the scenes backstage of such an astonishing 
logistical feat. 

ln my opinion it was a very entertaining 
evening: a mixture of slapstick, mime, comedy 
and seriousness, on a carefully devised and 
appropriate set. Having said that, it was more 
entertaining than enlightening or thought· 
provoking; but as a relief from the pressures of 
0 level it was none the less welcome for that. 

C.Snell 
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SPORT 

Cricket 

1st XI 

The season started with twenty-eight boys 
attending pre-season training, which because of 
the cold and wet conditions was almost totally 
confined to the sports hall. Thanks to a tremen
dous commitment from the boys, we were able 
to start the season with a real feeling of being a 
side which could be successful. 

Several wins, over poor sides, were recorded 
in the first half of the season but a first-rate 
all-round performance in the win against Clifton 
was a highlight. 

Despite a brilliant win over a strong M.C.C. 
team the season tailed off with six draws in the 
last eight games, as the performances of the 
senior players declined. However, during this 
time Peter Slade went from strength to strength, 
finishing with 45 wickets (30 of which were 
bowled or l.b.w. and all but one of the rest 
were caught close to the wicket). Twice he went 
on to claim 5 wickets in an innings when far 
from fully fit. This attitude was in stark contrast 
with that of Nici< Peters, who despite being 
carefully nursed through the early games, which 
were played in bitterly cold conditions, was 
rarely prepared to bowl fast when needed. This 
enabled five opponents to gain draws with 8 or 
9 wickets down. 

Stuart Rintoul would probably agree that, 
despite his impressive record, his was a dis· 
appointing season. So many times he had a large 
score line up, and then contrived to get himself 
out. lie was only dismissed for under 20 twice, 
and a brilliant 87 on a poor track against King's 
Taunton was an innings to remember. 

Adel Kardooni started in fine form with a 
truly magnificent century against Radley , 
followed by another against Canford, but his 
form tailed off badly ln the second half of term. 
Conversely his wicket-keeping improved dramatic· 
ally after a poor start. His captaincy was really 
first-rate throughout the season. 

Nick Peters' batting made huge strides, and he 
played several very important innings towards 
the end of the season, particularly his 74 against 
the M.C.C. 

Fergus MiUar's progress as a leg-spin bowler 
added variety to our attack, and with his energetic 
fielding made a huge contribution to the team. 
His innings of 60* against Marlborough in a 

partnership of 110 in 75 minutes with Peter 
Slade (74*) which started at 99 - 7 was 
characteristic of this side's determination when 
in trouble. 

Adam Wright, after a very promising start, 
was most unfortunate with injury and illness, but 
is capable of scoring many runs next year. 

Tom Ashworth, a Colt, began his I st XJ 
career very successfully. If he is prepared to 
work on his technique, his good concentration 
and temperament should enable him to become 
a very fine player. 

Richard Youngman also showed signs of 
being a good 1st XI player , but too often got 
out after making a good start. 

Adam James' bowling disappointed after a 
good start, but he came good al the end of the 
season with sever.ii gutsy innings of great value 
allied to his fine fielding. 

Ali Vassigh broke in to the l st XI and bowled 
well in nearly every game , and was a great example 
to those in the junior Band C teams that success 
can come to those who work as hard as Ali has 
done at his bowling. 

Dom Stober played several good innings for 
the team in the latter half of the season, after 
having very few opportunities early on. 

Alastair Houldsworth worked hard at his 
bowling, and did well early on. but faded during 
the exams and was unlucky to miss the festival 
owing to injury. 

Despite hardly getting an innings Julius 
Longman was an important member of the team 
with his enthusiastic fielding. 

The 1986 XI was a very strong team and 
although the season showed considerable success 
the end record was rather disappointing. 

Many thanks to several scorers; to Mervyn 
Brown and his rnen; and especially to Mike 
Cleaver for aU his organisational genius. 

A special thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Lugg who 
have fed !st Xi's on the Upper so very well for 
so very Jong, but are now retiring. On behalf of 
so many, thank you very much indeed. 

Colours: Kardooni,Rintoul,Peters,Slade, Vassigh, 
James, Houldsworth, Longman, Ashworth. Young
man, Millar, Stober. 

Also Played: J. Drake, C. Crosthwaite, J. Brown, 
A. Morton, A. Wright. 
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Results: Played 16, Won 7, Drawn 9. 

Dorset Rangers l 7 l all out James 4 for 52 Won by 8 wickets 
Sher borne I 75 for 2 Rintoul 66* 

Kardooni 57 * 

Sherborne Town 147 fo r 7 dee. Drawn 
Sherborne l 13 for 7 

Sherborne 208 for 6 dee. Kardooni 124* Drawn 
Radley 11 3 for 8 

Sherborne 160 for 7 dee. Slade 4 for I I Won by 88 runs 
Bradfield · 72 

Sherborne 208 for 4 Rintoul 87 Drawn 
King's Taunton 109 for 8 Houldsworth 4 for 45 

Clifton 131 Slade 5 for 36 Won by 9 wickets 
Sherborne 132 for I Youngman 63 

Ashworth 56* 
Sherborne 232 for 2 dee. Kardooni I 01 • Won by 114 runs 
Can ford I 18 

Downside ll 0 Slade 6 for I 5 Won by 6 wickets 
Sherborne I I 2 for 4 Rintoul 76* 

Sherborne 203 for 6 dee. Rintoul 94 Drawn 
Free Foresters 18 1 for8 Vassigh 6 for 59 

Sher borne 2 14 for 4 dee. Ashworth I 00* Won by I 06 runs 
Blundells 108 Millar 5 for 16 

Taunton 165 for 8 Slade 5 for 68 Drawn 
Sherbome 90 for 8 

Sherbome 196 for 7 Peters 70 Won by 22 runs 
M.C.C. 174 Rintoul 50 

Vassigh 4 for 54 

Pilgrims 164 Slade 4 for 34 Drawn 
Sherborne 140 for 6 Vassigh 4 for 53 

Peters 5 I 

Haileybury 173 Slade 5 for SO Drawn 
Sherborne 133for6 

Sher borne 209 for 7 dee. Slade 74* Drawn 
Marlborough 14L for 9 Millar 60* 

Slade 5 for 36 
Peters 4 for 45 

Sherborne 244 for 6 dee. Ashworth 67 Drawn 
Cheltenham 129 for 8 Slade 4 for 5 I 
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Inns. No. Runs H.S. Av. 50 100 

S. Rintoul 14 3 553 87 50.27 5 
A. Kardooni 15 3 440 124* 36.66 I 2 
T. Ashworth 11 2 320 100* 35.55 2 I 
N. Peters 14 2 401 74 33.42 2 
A. James 8 4 119 31* 29.75 
F. Millar 7 2 139 60* 27.80 
D. Stober 11 3 178 43 22 .25 
A. Wright 5 0 98 43 19.60 
R. Youngman 11 0 200 63 18.18 

Also Baued: P. Slade 8*, 7, 74*, I*; A. Morton - 3, O; 1. Longman - 3*, 2*, 7, 2*, I*, 3; 
A. l louldsworth 0*; I. Drake - O; C. Crosthwaite - 2. 

Overs Mdns. Runs Wkts. Av. B·B 5 Wkts. 

P. Slade 199.J 63 476 45 10.58 6-J 5 5 
N. Pelers 136.S 49 313 24 13.04 4.45 
A. James 62 22 161 12 13.4 1 4-52 
A. Yassigh 89 24 240 16 15.00 6-59 
F. Millar I 15.J 18 378 20 18.80 5-16 
A. Houldsworth 121.s 30 298 15 19.87 4-45 

Also bowled: D. Stober 26-5-88-3 - 29.33; S. Rintoul 19-7-40-2 - 20.00; J. Brown 17-6-46-1 - 46.00. 

Q 
~ w 

/ 

_JI 

1 

"Pre11dergast.-Ble11ki11sop, do11 't play about - kindly remember that this is a game!' 
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2nd XI 

The second eleven had a very mixed season 
with many permutations of weather, of captains 
and of players. In April and early May the umpires 
needed polar clothing but as this was not readily 
to hand they just froze , but eventually the sun 
did break through, and I do vaguely remember 
one day on which it was warm. 

In all, there were three different captains 
during the short season. A. R. Ward took charge 
initially, but never looked as though he enjoyed 
the responsibility, and eventually gave up cricket 
altogether. A-R. Vassigh followed and showed 
more enthusiasm and sense of purpose. It was a 
pity that his first match against Canford, who 
approached the whole game in a negative fashion 
and relied on us to make a match of it. Having 
batted for far more than their share of the 
afternoon they then set a defensive field from 
the start, and the better side in all departments 
Jost trying to chase an impossible target: it made 
for a more entertaining afternoon, but was not 
good for the statistics! Eventually Vassigh won 
long-deserved promotion to the First Xl and 
A. B. E.. Wright took over. Despite the fact that 
this was his first game for the second eleven, 
and that he knew very little about the capabilities 
of the players, he handled the side competently 
and achieved a victory over Bournemouth 
Grammar School. 

I have never known a season in which so few 
players played in all the matches, and in fact 
only T. A. Wilson managed to do this.J. M. Brown, 
T. C. D. Ainger. J. Lockyer, and T. H. Twyford 
played in all but one. Three of the players who 
could have commanded a regular place gave up 
cricket altogether; the usually stated reason was 
lack of enjoyment, but I cannot help but wonder 
if it was not just preference for the soft option! 

For the sake of continuity it would have been 
better if they had made their choice at the start 
of the season. 

To win matches in the time available, runs 
have to be made quickly to give the bowlers 
time. Unfortunately there was insufficient 
consistency in the early batting, and despite two 
century openings (R. D. Youngman and T.P. Levy 
114 vs Millfield, and C. H. Crosthwaite and 
S. G. Campbell 125 vs Wells Cathedral School) 
runs never came easily. There were several note
worthy performances: Crosthwaite 86 at Wells, 
Campbell 72* against Boumemouth ,and Lockyer 
66* against Taunton, but nobody scored runs 
regularly. Very few members of the second 
eleven were able to claim that they did not get 
a bat. 

The bowling was generally of a much higher 
standard. Brown had some life but was a little 
erratic, and Ainger bowled steadily and accurately 
but lacked sufficient pace. We were again for
tunate to have a good slow left-hander in Vassigh 
and he produced the best figures of the season: 
6 for 30 against Taunton , and 6 for 42 against 
Clifton. 

1 would like to congratulate Wilson on his 
wicket-keeping. Having stepped nobly, and I 
gather voluntarily, into the breach at the start 
of the season, he improved steadily, coping with 
some very erratic bowling and throwing quite 
admirably. 

I would like to have mentioned more of those 
who played and apologise to those who feel 
aggrieved at being omitted, but as twenty-one 
people played at one time or another, and my 
space is limited it is not possible. However, l 
would like to thank those who scored for us, 
especially D. B. Rees who also prepared che 
averages. 

Results: Played 6, Won 2, Lost I Drawn 3 (Abandoned I) C.M.G.H. 

Sherborne 161for8 
Marlborough 89 for 4 

Sherborne 134 
Taunton 105 

Sherborne 150 
Clifton 130 for 9 

Can ford 125 for 8 
Sherbome 98 

Sherborne 206 for 5 
Wells Cathedral School 170 for 8 

Sher borne 174 for 3 
Bournemouth 132 
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Youngman 57 
Levy 66 
Brown 3 for 19 

Lockyer 66* 
Vassigh 6 for 30 

Twyford 63 
Vassigh 6 for 42 

Crosthwaite 86 
Morton 45* 
Vassigh 5 for I I 

Campbell 74* 

Drawn 

Won 

Drawn 

Lost 

Drawn 

Won 



OUR VILLAGE CATCH 

It was hit hard and high ... 

3rd XI 

II proved to be a very enjoyable season. The 
members of the team were enthusiastic and 
enjoyed their cricket. Bob Startin, as captain, 
was the essence of calmness and good sense, 
producing the right blend of keenness.authority 
and philosophical touch. We had some good 
strikers of the ball in Andy Langlands, Tom 
Twyford and Colin Crosthwaite (each of whom 
rose to the diuier heights oft he 2nd XI), Spencer
Jones (early on). ·Jerry' Castle (later on), Matthew 
Chandler (most of the time), Hugo Raymond 
(when he had the chance), Rupert Brown (a 
winner al Fosters). Alistair I-latch (piercing the 
off-side), Bob Startin (captain's innings), Nick 
Nisbet and Nicky Tuke (both peripatetically); 
while Will Davey always showed us what might 
have been (if only he had connected). 

The bowling frequently had early penetration, 
but not always the patience to keep line and 
length during a srnnd. The fielding also tended 
to droop a little in this situation, although it 
would (ral her than could) be said to be entirely 
my imagination. ick Nisbet was frequently 
devastating in his opening overs and more than 
once demoralised the opposition. while Rick 
Dowding provided admirably steady support. 

James Liddiard and James Rapson, both late 
arrivals to the team, also succeeded in frightening 
opposing batsmen into submission, whHe Hugo 
Raymond. always dying to get his hands on the 
ball, bowled with great cunning and enticed 
many a downfall. Last, but not least. Will Davey, 
behind the stumps, worked hard at his wicket
keeping, and it was always a pleasure to witness 
his beam of delight when he made a catch or 
stumping. 

Thus passed another season, with some 
excellenl cricket , some exciting games and much 
pleasure to be derived from it all, not least by 
the venerable umpire , who never ceases to be 
amazed at the subtleties of the game. 

Results: Played 6, Won 5, Abandoned I. 

M.L.M. 

But the bowler knew all about it ... 
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Junior Colts 'A' 

The Junior Colts had a very good season, 
which was notable in that no player regularly 
turned in match-winning performances but many 
of the side excelled in one or two games, helping 
the side to eight wins during the term. 

Four of the batsmen (Julian Pratt. Steve Leeke, 
Rob Kitchin and Mike Colby) passed 50 and 
showed that they were capable of concentrating 
for long enough to put a big score together. 
The best innings of the season was undoubtedly 
Julian Pratt 's 130 not out against King Edward's 
Southampton. where he demonstrated his full 
range of strokes with impressive power. Julian 
and Steve Leeke were technically the best batsmen 
and it was sad to see Steve struggle to find his 
best touch for the most of the season after an 
excellent 83 not out in the opening match against 
Marlborough. Rob Kitchin provided much enter
tainment with twelve sixes and eighteen fou rs 
during the season and Mike Colby developed 
into a batsman of considerable promjse with a 
top score of 91 not out. When these players 
failed. there was plenty of other batting with 
Charles Allen, Tom Batchelar, Patrick Knechtli 
and Patrick Symington all passing 30 at some 
stage in the season. 

The bowling had just as much depth as the 
batting, with seven different players taking three 
or more wickets in the season. Charlie Clarke 
was the leading wicket taker with 20. and he 
developed, owing to many hours of tireless 
bowling in the nets, into the pick of the seamers. 
At the end of term hjs new ball partner was 
Patrick Symington. who improved into a new ball 
bowler of pace and considerable bounce whose 
best spell was 5 for I I agafost BlundeUs. The spin 
department was well served by two left arm 
spinners, Steve Leeke and Nick Macpherson, a 
leg spinner, Rob Kitchjn, and an off spinner. 
Julian Pratt. They regularly bowled tight and took 
53 wickets between them. TI1ey are all potentially 
good enough bowlers to continue to take many 
wickets further up the School if they continue 
to work at their trade. 

The fielding was generally good, especia lly in 
the three limited over games early in term. John 
de la Hey kept wicket well and if he works hard 
to improve his left hand could turn out to be a 
very good keeper. 

The ::ittitude of this side to practice tended to 
be rather indifferent, especially during a mid· 
term spell when we played some very poor 
opposition and won easily. They need t0 learn 
that. if they want in the future to be really good 
!st XI/adult cricketers, there is no substitute for 
hard work at practice :ind at the nets. One 

particular exception lo this slightly apathetic 
attitude was the captain, Steve Leeke, who never 
gave less than J 00% at practice or in the nets, 
and led the side by example and with considerable 
tactical appreciation for one of his age. 

Team: M. Colby, J. de la lley, S. Leeke (Captain), 
J . Pratt, R. Kitchin, P. Knechtli. C. Allen, 
T. Batchelar. N. Macpherson, P. Symington, 
C. Clarke. 

Also Played: R. Springfield. M. Puglsey, C. Murray, 
M. Lloyd, A. Canning. 

Results: Played 13, Won 8, Lost 2, Drawn 2, 
Abandoned I . 

Junior Colts 'A' XI v 
Marlborough 
Taunton 
Ki ng Edward's, 

Southampton 
Mill field 
Winchester 
King's Taunton 
CHfton 
Can ford 
Downside 
Somerset 
Blundells 

Dorset 
Plymouth 

Won by 9 wickets 
Won by I 19 runs 
Won by I 12 ru ns 

Lost by 7 S runs 
Drawn 
Won by SO runs 
Won by 68 runs 
Won by 118 runs 
Drawn 
Lost by 5 wickets 
Match abandoned 

- rain 
Won by 134 runs 
Won by 40 runs 

1.E.W.S. 

His son 1ho11ghr ir was 11p ro him ... 
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Junior Colts 'B' 

To the fust ball of the season the opener 
pushed correctly down the line - the wrong 
line - and was bowled. But it was not this 
inauspicious start which was to set the tone for 
the season to come, but rather the very mature 
and skilfully paced stand of 85 which followed; 
between Angus Young and Mark Lloyd. Indeed, 
our batting was to prove consistently sound, until 
the final match, when a weakened side fell 
cheaply to a strong Oundle attack; several of our 
batsmen! showed that they have plenty of 
technique and the temperament to exploit it. 

But where we encountered unexpected 
difficulty was in bowling out the opposition. It 
was not for lack of ability, for we had good, 
threatening bowlers; but too often the bowlers 
just threatened, and failed to take the wickets. 
Tom Sharpe in some games bowled magnificently, 
without great pace, but finding just the right line 
for his outswing; and Nick Briggs had two very 
good matches, gaining his wickets by variations 
of light and pace. Others missed out too often 
by not bowling straight, particularly against 

The grocer had it alf the way • .. 

batsmen who were not prepared to play shots 
or those who were just not good enough to touch 
deliveries beating off slump and outside edge. 
Twice we declared too late, and that made it 
difficult to achieve a win against opposition 
which regarded a draw against Sherborne as a 
triumph! 

The fielding was, on the whole, sharp, though 
it did nag on occasions when the prospect of a 
win receded; and, as wicket-keeper , Ed Beharrell 
deserves praise for his consistently sound per
formances. Mark Uoyd,an d latterly Angus Young, 
captained keenly and intelligently. This was a 
good side, but, had bad weather and cancellations 
not deprived it of the chance to achieve a real 
sense of continuity, and had it been possible to 
field the strongest eleven throughout the season, 
it could have been a very good one indeed . 

Team from: Lloyd, Young, Colby, Murray, 
Canning, Smithson, Briggs, While, Ridgwell, 
Robertson , Sharpe, Beharrell, Rowatt , Pugsley, 
Maynard. Cavalier, Stokely , Crouch, Minford. 

Results: Played 7, Won 3, Lost l , Drawn 3. 

P.T.S. 

Mini Colts 'A' 

The Mini Colts played consistently well over 
the season and produced some excellent results. 
This can be put down to one or two important 
factors. All the boys who played in the side made 
vital contributions whether it was a vital catch, 
taking an important wicket or making a quick 
twenty. It is not on ly the exceptionally talented 
boys who make a winning side: everyone has a 
part to play. 

The spirit with which the boys played every 
game was most commendable. Throughout the 
season, even when games were going against us, 
the Mini Colts gave I 00%. rt is not always easy 
to keep going in nets and middle practices, but 
if you are to maintain that winning habit the 
effort must always be there. Remember, you 
make your own luck in this game. If you practise 
hard you will gain the rewards you deserve as 
well as getting enjoyment through your success. 

The batting in the Mini Colts was particularly 
strong. Atwell and Hayward continually gave us a 
good start, which laid the foundation for our 
stroke players to come in and play with con
fidence. The middle order (consisting of Preston, 
Tweedale, Rintoul , Ford and Brooks) all played 
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good knocks during the season. A mention must 
be made of the fact that the Mini Colts were 
never bowled out, an encouraging sign of strength 
in batting. 

Our bowlers, without being particularly 
penetrating, bowled admirably. By bowling 
straight and keeping the ball up to the bat they 
continually made the opposition batsman struggle 
for runs. Scoll Stevens did tremendously well 
taking 33 wickets. He did the bulk of the bowling 
and he was ably supported by Ben Atwell with 
27 wickets . There were other notable con
tributions. James Tweedale opened the bowling 
during the latter part of the season and bowled 
accurately without penetration. We had two 
good back-up seamcrs in Edward Walker and 
Marcus Ford. Both did well al important times. 
We used Brooks and Preston sparingly during 
the season but again they both had success with 
lhc bal 1. 

The fielding was always keen and enthusiastic. 
Much or the credit must go to Colin Levy, who 
kept steadily behind the stumps, and Matthew 
Macbeth who fielded quite brilliantly. However, 
even though we took the majority of our catches 
and the general srnndard of our ground llelding 
was sound. we must work al our mobility in the 
field. Too many times the ball would be hit into 
the outfield and by the time the fielder had 
chased and retrieved the ball, the batsman almost 

Mini Colts 'B' 

The 1986 season never really got off the 
ground. 

After indoor trials (the weather, of course!), 
of the four matches before half term, two were 
played in the miserably cold or wet, one was 
rained off and in only one were reasonable 
cricketing conditions approached. There was an 
improvement in the weather in the second half 
of the term but, even so, three more matches 
were cancelled or abandoned and lhe season never 
really became more than a series of 'hiccups'. 

In the circumstances we did surprisingly well. 
The only match lost was at Taunton, against 
whom we declared generously at 154 for 7, 
Chris Mapp scoring an excellent 61. We then 
fielded for the whole of the Taunton innings in 
increasingly heavy rain and, although Mapp took 
4 for 39 in a good late spell , Taunton won by 
3 wickets. By no means a disgrace. 

Our two strongest opponents were Marl
borough and Bournemouth both of whom, to 
my mind, spoiJed the game by batting too long. 

certainly had taken two. To be a good fielding 
side you must work at all aspects of fielding. 

A couple of special mentions. First, co Ben 
Atwell because his performances this season have 
been outstanding. He scored 720 runs at an 
average of 90. He also took his 27 wickets at 
8.8 a piece - a wonderful achievement and we 
hope there is much more to come from this 
promising player. Secondly, to Richard Preston. 
He has learnt a tremendous amount about 
captaincy and leadership. Richard improved 
beyond recognition after a tough beginning. He 
led the side very well. 

The Mini Colts have been a pleasure lo coach 
this season. They have played some very good 
cricket and have been a most enjoyable team 
with which to be associated. Good luck for 
next season! 

My thanks go to Mervyn Brown and his 
groundstaff for the preparation of pitches, to 
the catering staff for the teas, lo the scorers and 
finally to the parents for their loyal support. 

Team: Atwell, Hayward , Preston (Captain}, 
Tweedale, Rintoul. Ford, Brooks, Levy, Macbeth, 
Walker, Stevens. 

Also Played: Sail, Ratcliffe , Wigley. 

Results: Played 14, Won 8, Drawn 6. 

And the blacksmith shouted 'Myem!' . .. 

A.W. 
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We bowled 49 and 38 overs respectively at them 
whjlst receiving only 36 and 26 overs respectively 
in return; it was hardly surprising that we had to 
play out a draw in each case . Our best opponents 
in purely cricketing terms were Port Regis, a 
thoroughly keen , well coached and cheerful 
Little prep. school side . 

We couldn't quite bowl out Winchester, with 
Mapp again our man of the match (40 runs and 
4 for I 1) but our two best resu Its were in achieving 
comfortable victories over Clifton and Downside. 
By this time the main personalities of the team 
had established themselves: Guy Wigley as a 
thoughtful, generous and popular captain; Ed 
Bowater as a consistent opening batsman who 
ultimately averaged S 1.5; and Matthew Sail and 
Andrew Tall as opening bowlers and highest 
wicket takers of the season with 10 and 13 wickets 
respectively. After such a promising start to the 
season Chris Mapp was, sadly, unfit for the 
majority of the later matches. 

To sum up - our batting was sound although 
never severely tried ; our bowling insufficiently 

penetrative to bowl out sides when we batted 
first; our ground fielding adequate and our 
catching almost fau ltless. A lot of good cricket 
was played, with good cheer, good sportsman
ship and generous friendliness lo the opposition . 

As a fo1al note, I don' t wish to appear carping 
but there never semed to me to be enough 
volunteers among the boys whenever anything 
had to be done about the administration of the 
cricket - putting out stumps, boundary flags, 
collecting teas, carrying kit etc. My thanks go to 
them for their pleasantness and keenness but it 
will do no harm at this stage to remind them that 
cricket doesn't just happen. 

Team: G. Wigley (Captain),E.Bowater,E.Davies, 
C. Mapp , J . Haskins, N. Rye, M. Ratcliffe, 
H. Clark, D. James , M. Sail, A. Tall. 

Also Played: R. Westwater , W. Allen,R. Marchan t
Smith and C. Paterson . 

Results: Played 7, Won 2, Lost I , Drawn 4. 

• * * * • * - * * * * 
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Athletics 
1t has been one of the worst seasons on record 

as far as the weather has been concerned. The rain 
prevented all but one of the matches before half
term from taking place. Not o nly did the weather 
disrupt the fixture list but it also ruined any 
serious training that we attempted. The third 
form athletic standards were also washed out; of 
the eight or nine planned coaching sessions, 
only two were able to take place. I t was difficult 
to maintain motivation and without competition 
there was no way of preparing for the County 
Trials which were on 7th June. To add to our 
problems a number of the athletes were off games 
even when competition was possible. Finch, 
Miller, Henderson , Martin and Port (all sprinters) 
were each off for a lengthy period of time, while 
Dru Drury, Wells, Marsh, Nicholson and Tarver 
also missed the first match at King's Bruton. 
In fact, owing to a lack of commitment by some 
athletes (which made the situation worse) , we 
were unable to raise a senior team. The Under 
l Ts, however, performed exceedingly well to 
beat Wellington , King's Bruton and Clifton. After 
half-term we managed hastily to arrange a friendly 
match against Milton Abbey which we won at 
both the Open and Under 17 level. The Under 

57 

17 6-Schools match against Clifton, Bryanston, 
Wellington, Kingswood and Marlborough was a 
very exciting day at Whitchurch Stadium, Bristo l, 
where we came second to Bryanston . The 
corresponding Open and Under 1 S 6-Schools 
match was held as usual at Marlborough. A 
senior team weakened by exams did well to come 
third, while the Under 1 S team came fourth. 

Back at home we finally managed to stage a 
meeting against Canford, Milton Abbey and 
R.A.C. Junior Leaders, Bovington: the only 
reason we failed to win at all levels was that two 
athletes failed to arrive for tJ1eir event on time . 
At two Under 16 fixtures at Bryanston we came 
second on each occasion: firstly to Bryanston 
in a quadrangular with Dauntsey's and Clayesmore, 
and secondly to Mill field in an 8-Scbools meeting 
including Bryanston, King's Taunton, Queen's 
Taunton, Wellington, Bishop's Wordsworth and 
Kingswood. 

The Under 1 S team by this time was just about 
sorting itself out. They went to Clifton, where 
they did extremely well to come second out of 
six schools. 

The last match of the season was a 'thriller' 
at Bryanston against Canford, King's Taunton 



and Bryanston. Somehow 1he Under J 7's again 
narrowly failed to win, despite setting two School 
records. Colville's absence made all the difference. 
The seniors performed well without really 
threatening to take the lead from Bryanston , 
while the Under 15 's pushed all the way in a 
great match. again losing narrowly to Bryanston. 

The School Records: 
The following boys have broken a School record 
this season: 
J .M. Goddard Senior Shot 1333m 
J.P. Arnold U.1 7 Hurdles 14.4seconds 
C. E. F. Painter U.17 Triple 12.92m 
R. Waters U.15 l 500m 4.33.2 seconds 
S. Pugsley U.17 Triple 12.99m 
Painter, Finch ) 
Abrams, Arnold) 4 x I OOm Relay 46.5 seconds 

The following unofficial events also had a new 
record: 
G. Dru Drury 
A. S. Hamilton 
R. Waters 
R. Waters 

Senior 3 ,OOOm 
Senior 2,000m St/Ch. 
U.17 3,000m 
U.15 3,000m 

9.17.0 
6.53.0 
9 .43.0 
9 .43.0 

The County and South West Championships 

This year the industrial action again seriously 
affected the county athletics. The County 
Championships were cancelled in favour of a 

County Trial. We took twenty-two athletes and 
gained nine first places. six second places and 
five third places. Consequently thirteen athletes 
were selected to represent 1he County in the 
South West Championships al Yeovil. Goddard 
won both the Shot and Discus in 1he Open age 
group and Waters broke the School I 500m record 
in a time of 433.2. Wheeler 100 should be con
gratulated for a fine run which 1ook him within 
0 .2 of a second of the Under 17 800m School 
record. Henderson and Callister also came third 
and fourth in their respective events. Goddard 
has been selected to represent Dorset at the All 
England Athletic Championships. qualifying in 
both the Shot and the Discuss. Painter 100, for 
the second year in a row, qualified too late to 
be selected, but at least he has the opportunity 
of going next year, as he will still be under 16. 

The greatest need at present is Lo create two 
tartan run-up areas, one for high jumping and the 
other for long and triple jumping. The present 
areas are so poor that boys are beginning to incur 
injuries as a result of the uneven run-up and hard 
landing pits . 

Finally , J wou ld like to express my thanks to 
all those who have helped to make this season 
as enjoyable as ii could be, namely: DBC, AHi , 
AMO, RG , JSF, DAS, ACM and all those who 
helped officiate throughout the season. 

L.D.G. 
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Tennis 
1st VI 

Th.is was a disappointing season; despite the 
excellent all-weather surface much play was 
completely lost owing to appalling weather, and 
much tennis played in very poor conditions. 
The match against Marlborough was cancelled 
and that against Downside abandoned. We won 
only two matches, and we failed to produce a 
team for the Youll Cup. 

In general the team was fa r more impressive 
in practice than in matches, preferring the death 
or glory approach lo the more cautious, per
centage game. King's Taunton beat us for the first 
time ever; we could do li t tle against their very 
powerful side. In this match, as in the majori ty, 
we were unable to produce the consistent com
petitive tennis required to win the important 
points. 

Our victory at Clifton, the first fo r a number 
of years, was the most impressive match of the 
season and we did well to clinch it in a close 
and exciting finish. Very good tennis was also 
played against the Hants Juniors side, Letcher 
and Fussell doing very well to win f1ve of their 
six sets. Richard Letcher proved a valuable new 
member in the side, a tr.1nsfer from CHRN in 
Hong Kong. He provided a professional and 
steadying influence in matches, being an ex
perienced player able to produce a wide range of 
shots with great consistency. His partner, James 
Fussell, improved dramatically through the 
season, producing consistently powerful and deep 
ground shots and volleying. When he develops 
greater steadiness under pressure James Heywood 
will become a most useful player as he has na rural 
ability and an accomplished range of shots. Gavin 
White captained the side with characteristic 
efficiency and determination, although he failed 
to find the form ~e had shown last year until 

2nd VI 

A total of twelve people represented the side 
in one match or another and this led to a loss of 
consistency. In general the team played reliably 
and with a great deal of enjoyment, competing 
very well until the ·chips were down·. 

Jamie Cunningham contributed well to this 
side, playing unconventional strokes extremely 
well. John Swann and William Harding were a 
rather sleepy third pair, but nevertheless showed 
some excellent form on good days. Tim Levy 
was a transfer from the cricket squads later in 
the day and was a highly competitive and valuable 
member of the side. Michael Lawson played 
mercurial tennis. having some excellent shots 
but being too cavalier in at t.itude and concen
tration to achieve good results. Chris Drake 
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half term. In the matches he played, Ben Funnell 
showed good tactical sense and developed a 
steadier concentration as the term went on . Nick 
Bryan continued to play competitive and gutsy 
tennis, and many an opponent was caught on 
h.is heels by h.is powerful serving. 

In an historic match versus the Pilgrims the 
result was a draw. Three pairs of brothers, 
the Tustains, the Bradshaws and the Macintoshes, 
represented the Pilgrims. White and Bryan were 
overpowered in the Clark Cup by a stronger 
Barton Peverill College, but played some of their 
best tennis of the season. Since FusselJ failed to 
turn up for our firs t round Youll Cup draw 
against Aldenham, they were given a walk-over. 

We have plenty of talent, enough to form a 
strong side next season, with the talented Alan 
Llewellyn , who played one match for the first VI, 
Funnell , Letcher, Heywood and von Nagel 
remaining, and furt her ability coming up from 
the Colts. I hope all will be on match-winning 
form! 

My thanks to the coach, Robbie Dunster, to 
the captain, Gavin White, and the groundsman, 
Mervyn Brown and all his staff. for all their 
hard work. 

Results: Played 7, Won 2, Lost 4, Drawn I, 
Cancelled I , Abandoned I . 

K.ing·s Taunton 
Bournemouth 
Bryan st on 
Hampshire Juniors 
Clifton 
Can ford 
Pilgrims 

Lost 
Lost 
Lost 
Lost 
Won 
Won 
Drawn 

3l6 - 5!h 
3 - 6 
2~-6\.l 

2~ -6!h 
5 -4 
6!6 - 2!h 
4!h - 4!h 

M.J .A.S. 

showed himself to be a naturally gifted ball
player, and with more coaching could develop 
into an excellent player. 

The prospects for next year look good with 
plenty of enthusiasm and talent on the horizon. 

Results: Played 6, Lost 4, Won 2, Cancelled I, 
Abandoned I. 

BlundeUs (I st VI) 
King's Taunton 
Bryans ton 
Clifton (uncompleted) 
Can ford 
Parents 

Lost 
Won 
Won 
Lost 
Lost 
Lost 

3!6 5~ 

8 I 
5!6 3 
I !6 - 5 
2~ - 6~ 

5 4 

M.J .A.S. 
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A NEW GARDEN GAME - 'SLICING THE WASP' 
Suitable for both sexes, younfl and old. Fasci11ating, amusing, skilful, exciting, and with that eleme11t of danger so 

atcractive to the Briton 

Colts 

As the results will testify, the Colts VI made a 
strong start to the season. By half-term they were 
undefeated by school teams and had indeed 
enjoyed some very convincing victories, notably 
against Marlborough . The Hampshire Junior 
team as ever proved rather too consistent for us 
but the score conceals some extremely close and 
exciting matches. The match away at Clifton 
was late starting and it was therefore agreed to 
limit all but the even rounds to one set. A most 
entertaining and closely fought match resulted. 
We managed to draw, the key match probably 
being that between T. L. Jones and M. S. Williams 
and the strong Clifton first pair which was won 
6 - 4, 7 - 5 by Sherborne. Rain interrupted 
the Downside fixtu re but not before Sherborne 
had achieved an unassailable position. Commem
oration Saturday, too, produced rain in the 
morning but by the appointed hour the courts 
had dried sufficiently to allow the traditional 

match against the Parents to be held. Some 
really excellent tennis was enjoyed by boys. 
parents and spectators alike, some of the boys 
I think finding that experience can outwit young 
legs on a tennis court! The Parents secured 
victory by 5~ - 3~, and many thanks to all 
those who played. 

The successful season can be attributed to a 
number of factors . We were fortunate in having 
a settled team in terms of players even though 
the pairings were varied slightly from match to 
match. N. L. Maddams and J. H. Heywood 
matured into a very strong third pair taking 
valuable points from higher ranked opponents. 
T. L. Jones and A. L. Reay were always a steady 
combination , only losing six sets in nine matches, 
seemingly most effective when the latter player 
opted to serve underarm - having fi rst warned 
his opponent, of course! M. S. WiUiams and 
A. B. Llewellyn, who would be the first to agree 
that they were susceptible to the occasional 
'bad day', also played some outstanding tennis 
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and showed much promise for the future. Finally, 
but very importantly, Robbie Dunster used his 
skills to good effect on coaching afternoons, 
picking up and correcting many faults, notably 
those of the writer! 

Thanks must also go to T. L. Jones for his 
calm and efficient captaincy and to Mrs. Lugg 
for the excellent teas. 

Regular VJ: A. B. Llewellyn, M. S. Williams, 
T. L. Jones (Captain), A. L. Reay, N. L. Mad dams. 
J.11. lleywood. 

Also Played: J. R. Young, J. J. B. Lytle, 
C. M. S. Lytle . 

Junior Colts 

This was a young, talenced and enthusiastic 
squad. or the seven players who regularly repre
sented the team, only two were in the fourth 
form, the rest being third formers. James Young 
was a thoroughly sound and reliable captain, 
playing steadily improving tennis throughout the 
season. His partnership with the tenacious Max 
Lytle proved an effective one in which they only 
lost three rubbers as a pair. Both of them again 
and again showed the value of a pair who can 
concentrate hard throughout a match. Andrew 
Crowe and Charles Watson eventually established 
themselves as first pair of the team. They were 
never beaten as a pair in a school match, and 
played steady and intelligent tennis. Crowe 
showed a consistent enthusiasm and desire to 
win; Watson was deceptive - apparently fast 
asleep on his heels but proving to have quick and 
accurate reactions when the ball came his way . 
Peter Kingsley is the player with the most natural 
talent and tl1e least concentration. lie has a fine 
collection of excellent shots and when he develops 
the mental capacity to deploy them consistently 
and aggressively he will become a formidable 
player. James Campbell improved much in the 
last three weeks of term when he realised that he 
could alter his tactics during a match, and also 
that he could live with hi mself even on a bad 
day. He has much potential. Brad Adderley 
promised better than he performed: his well
coached shots are weakened at present by an 
ineffective service and a lack of judgement of 
when to try for a winner. 

Results: Played 9, Won 6, Lost 2, Drawn 1. 

King's College Taunton Won 
Fosters Won 

Marlborough Won 
Bryan st on Won 
Hampshire Juniors Lost 
Clifton Drawn 
Can ford Won 
Downside (abandoned - rain) Won 
Parents Lost 

81h - 1h 
53 games 
to 
35games 
81h - 1h 
71h - I 1h 
21h - 61h 
3 -3 
6 -3 
51h - I 
31h - S!h 

GJ.L.K. 

The two defeats were al the hands of strong 
opposilion. Marlborough fielded their strongest 
Junior Colts side for many years. While it was 
disappointing not to win more sets, they were 
clearly a better side. Hampshire Juniors were, as 
usual, talented and experienced in tournament 
play. The wins were all comfortable, and in some 
cases too easy for interest (notably Downside, 
Bryanston and King's Taunton). Probably the 
best performance by the team was defeating a 
sound Canford VI by 7 rubbers to 2 . 

This was a team of considerable promise. 
Several of them will make effective First VI 
players in a few years time. 

Junior Singles Cup 

There was a large and competitive entry for 
this, which was open to third and fourth formers. 
The top seed, Mark· Williams, was defeated by 
Andrew Crowe in one semi-final. Peter Kingsley 
the second seed beat Charles Watson in the other 
semi-11nal and went on to win the Cup. 

Results: Played 8 . Won 6, Lost 2. 

Blundells (Colts) 
King's Taunton 
Bryanston 
Marlborough 
Hampshire Juniors 
Clifton 
Can ford 
Downside 

Won 
Won 
Won 
Lost 
Lost 
Won 
Won 
Won 

71h - 11h 
7 - 0 
9 - 0 
1\12 -7~ 

3 - 6 
9 3 
7 -2 
9 -0 

C.B.G.A. 
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Golf 
When at full strength our golf team has to be 

reckoned one of the best in the west but once 
again the record was more impressive in normal 
School matches than in competitions. 

For the third year running we reached the 
regional final of the Hill Samuel Public Schools' 
Foursomes Competition but then lost to our 
opponents - Bristol G.S. in 1984, Downside in 
1985 and now in 1986 Exeter School. To be fair 
Exeter were worthy winners (3 - O) in our 
encounter but it was disappointing to go out 
like this after achieving equally convincing wins 
ourselves in earlier rounds over first Clifton and 
then BrisLOI G .S., and it does seem a pity that the 
regional fina l is not played at a neutral venue, 
as several of the Exeter side were junior members 
at the club whose course none of our side had 
even seen before. As usual, our other competitive 
golf during the year was by way of participation 
in the Wes1 of England Public Schools' Invitation 
Tournament at Burnham and Berrow G.C. just 
after Easter. My thanks to Charles Allen for 
kindly acting as master in charge for this occasion. 
Alas, and in spite of his expert advice, we went 
down 3 2 to Malvern in the first round and by 
the same margin to Marlborough in the plate. 
Richard Youngman was the only person to win 
both his matches. an especially fine achievement 
since he was playing at number one. We could 
have done with the presence of a couple of our 
overseas 'stars'. Anyway, we shall just have to do 
better next year - both at Burnham and in the 
HiU Samuel. 

In other inter-school matches the balance 
sheet ended up as: played 11. won 7, lost 2 and 
halved l. The wins were against Bristol G.S., 
Marlborough, Mill field (their 2nd team, but even 
so a very creditable achievement), Milton Abbey 
(twice), Canford (at home. after losing away 
earlier in the season) and Bradfield (in our annual 
triangular match at High Post which also involves 
Charterhouse, with whom we halved). The defeats 
were at the hands of Downside (undoubtedJy 
still the strongest team in the area at present), 
Can ford (our first experience of Parkstone G.C., 
where three of the opposition turned out to be 
junior members), and Blundell's (at a time when 
Commemoration rehearsals deprived us of several 
veterans and two rather inexperienced teams 
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managed to lose 70 golf balls between them in 
typically tricky conditions at Burnham!). 

As ever, some of the year's most enjoyable 
golf was played in the company of the Old 
Shirbumians. Back in the autumn the O.S.G.S. 
once again succeeded in holding on to the 
Cordingley Cleek, leaving the School with the 
wooden spoon. The Saturday afternoon four
somes at Sherborne G.C. put the O.S.G.S. into 
a narrow overnight lead and they proceeded to 
consolidate upon this during the singles at High 
Post on the Sunday, eventually winning the match 
by 8!h. - S!h.. And in the summer the O.S.G.S. 
regained the Tom Parry Salver by defeating the 
School and Staff (mostly the former!) by 7 - 2. 
On that occasion the School team was rather 
depleted as several boys whose names shall 
remain anonymous found themselves in detention. 
Although sympathetic to their plight, the Old 
Boys felt reassured that discipline was still held 
in high regard at the School! 

As regards internal competitions, in the house 
foursomes' final School I louse (Sebastian von 
Nagel and Clive Wood) achieved a convincing 
victory over Abbey House (Richard Youngman 
and Toby Rowland) on a very windy day near 
the end of the Lent Term. The Kemp Cup (for 
seniors) was won by Sebastian von Nagel when 
the holder, Dirk Simpson, conceded at the first 
extra hole having been dormey three up; and the 
Farley Cup (juniors) was retained by Tom Hall 
who this year beat Marcus Rowland in the final. 

To return to the beginning, our golfing 
prospects in 1986-7 look very favourable. At the 
end of the Summer Term we said goodbye to 
several old stalwarts, notably Guy Armstrong 
and that redoubtable Abbeylands double-act, 
Jonathan Brock and Jonathan Brown, but a 
clutch of our best players still have one more 
year to go in the School and there's plenty of 
rising talent snapping at their heels. 

The following played in two or more inter
school matches during the year: 
D. H. Simpson, R. D. Youngman, S. von Nagel. 
G. Armstrong, J. Brock, J . Brown, T. Rowland, 
M. Rowland, T. Hall,C. Wood, D.Allen,R.Brown. 

P.S.F. 



Sailing 
Ian Groom has captained one of the most 

successful sailing teams for many years. We won 
almost all our school matches and fan, with 
Christopher Fox, came seventh in the highly 
competitive schools sailing at Itchenor. In 
September. Christopher Fox and Alasdair Reay 
won the public schools sailing at Bembridge. We 
regained the Stanger-Leathes Trophy from the 
Old Shirburnian Sailing Society. Canford just 
beat us into second place in the Dorset Schools 
racing, but they now take over from us the 
problem of running this event next year. Pro
ducing twelve 420's at Arne last summer and 
keeping them sailing through the day certain ly 
strained our resources, and we are grateful to 
Reckley Point Sailing School and to Canford for 
the loan of boats. 

Harper won the House Sailing Cup for the 
third year running. They had in their team four 
members of the School team, including both last 
year's captain and this year's. 

The Poole fleet has changed considerably in 
the last two years. The Javelin, JollyboaL, Enter
prise and Wayfarer have all gone. and we now 
have four 470's and two 5-0-S's. We also kept 
some 420's at Arne and a Hokiecat 16ft for the 
braver members. These weekends at Poole, which 
are in many ways the highlight of the Club's 

activities, depend very much on the presence of 
experienced members and we are fortunate in 
having sixty qualified helms in the School. 

The camps at half-term and in July were very 
enjoyable. both fortunately coinciding with some 
of the rare good weather of the summer. Lyon 
House once again dominated the end of term 
camp, but this year a few School I louse and 
Abbey I louse members broke Lyon's monopoly. 

The winning boats in the Round Brownsea 
Race were crewed by Mrs. DPKC and JPW. 
with Christopher Fox and William Davey helming. 
We apologise to MJ 11 and RPP for several 
capsizes, and to AS for giving him a boat that 
sank in the Upper Wych Channel. 

Twelve sailboards were kept at Arne last 
summer, and there are at least ten boys in the 
School who have broken the force 6 threshold. 
We welcome DAS as a new and very keen 
recruit to sailboarding. 

As usual, I am very grateful to ISM , AGFF, 
JPW, DAS and AER for helping me to drive the 
7000 miles to keep the Sailing Club running in 
1985/6, and for their invaluable assistance at 
Arne. There are already 160 members for 1986/7 
and we have won all four matches this term. We 
are looking forward to another successful season. 

AJ.Y. 
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Shooting 
Bisley 1986 

The approach of Bisley every year is viewed 
with a mixture of feelings by the shots of the 
School. Those older hands experience a mood of 
wary anticipation, while the newcomers seem 
strangely delighted at the prospect. Although 
Bisley Camp itself is hardly a prospect. to delight, 
it always manages to amuse and interest the team 
every year. Teams from 72 public schools shoot 
in the competition. almost all staying in huge 
areas of tents, caravans and battered club huts 
which surround the vast ranges. 

The camp itself is guarded by the military and 
is very similar to (if a little more primitive than) 
an army camp - 6.30 reveille and constant 
attention to appearance and uniform, even on 
the range. While the camp is old and battered it 
does have the attract ion of twenty pubs with five 
minutes of our hut. Despite these distractions 

at least eight hours of each day are spent on one 
or Bisley's many ranges, either at practice or in 
one of the competitions. 

The shooting at Bisley is often tricky after 
the School's usual ranges, as the ranges have 
their particular problems of heat, wind and rain. 
Despite these drawbacks, most people shoot 
particularly well in the three days of practices 
before the Ashburton on the final day. Sherborne 
usually finishes well but our team is steadily 
improving and the dream of the Ashburton 
Shield no longer seems so far away. 

Eisley 1986 School Vil!: Piers Zvegin tzov 
(Captain), Jonathan James, Guy Wan sborough, 
Angus Craigie, Simon Walters, Robert Sturges, 
Ben Sennett, Mark Hann. 

Cadet Pair: Justin Taylor, Nick Man field. 

Swimming and Water Polo 
The results of the matches were as follows: 

Results: Swimming Played 7, Won S, Lost 2. 
Polo - Played 7, Won 5, Lost 2. 

Swimming Polo 

Kingswood w 109 66 w 9 - 1 
Can ford w 82 - 72 w 7 - 3 
Clifton L 61 - 89 w 2 - 1 
Blundells w 80 7J w 9 - 0 
Taunton L 79 95 L 0 - 4 
King's Taunton w 75 74 L 4 - 6 
Queen's Taunton w 81 73 w 4 - 1 

The following new School records were 
established: 

M. Zimmerman 
P. King 
P. King 
P. King 

I OOm Breaststroke 
50m Backstroke 

Individual Medley 
50m Butterfly 

78.53 secs. 
31.57 secs. 
66.59 secs. 
30.65 secs. 

The inter-house swimming competition was 
won by The Green. 

D.A.S. 

'All right, then. 111 bet you sixpence they're playing 
away.· 
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The Summer term is usually a term for 
achievement and after the depressing weather 
of Lent, this was shown to great effect by 
School House. Minor sports were our strongest 
point but we still managed to provide a member 
of the I st XI in Andrew Morton. Richard Letcher 
won the Open Tennis Singles Cup and helped 
the House to win the senior tournament. Piers 
King broke a number of School swimming 
records and contributed much to the House's 
second place in the inter-house swimming com
petition. Still on the subject of aquatic second 
places, we were runners up in the water polo. 
Sebastian von Nagel won the open golf and 
Jonathan Arnold won the county hurdles trial. 
Other sporting achievements include the raising 
of more than £300 for the Jean King Hospice 
Fund by a marathon basketball game which 
involved members of the House. The Fifth Form 
produced some good 0 level results including 
David Wilson 's 11 A grades,and William Knapman 
pioneered the revival of the House concert which 
included a unique appearance of the Key-Trench
Morton trio. Tom Brown was a good choice for 
a house play with many opportunities for displays 
of varied characterization. Credit is due to 
Mr. Hodgkinson who produced it and played 
Tom's insuperably authoritarian headmaster, with 
Ben Pelly and Jonathan Lockwood who shared 
the title role . Lord Flashman and his son Harry 
(Paddy Irwin and James Stocken as an unlikely 
father and son combination) still managed to keep 
everything moving despite Paddy's desperate 
attempts to render his son speechless with the 
help of a walking stick! 

Finally. we must thank Colin Morgan and his 
band of prefects for setting us such a good 
example and for their praiseworthy commitment 
to the House. We wish them a ll the best. 

riJ ·r. 
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Mr. Knott 's final cerm in charge produced 
success and achievement on a number of fronts. 
The Trinity term was, not surprisingly , dominated 
by the 0 and A levels: the best of the Upper 
Sixth 's results were exceptional and the Fifth 
Form produced an admirable all-round set of 
results, with Simon Donne being awarded a 
scholarship on the strength of his collection of 
'A' grades. The academic achievement of the 
House was not limited to public examination, 
however: nine star prizes and six Lower Sixth 
prizes were won by members of the House last 
term. 

On the sporting front. the House was well 
represented at all levels in most areas of the 
numerous sports played during the summer, and 
fared well, too, in the various inter-house com
petitions: both the Senior and Junior Cricket Xi's 
reached their respective finals (and lost to The 
Green), while the Under IS Athletics team went 
one better. 

Commemoration was, for us, dominated by 
the farewell garden pany for \he Knotts and 
the Abbey House Pia y, The Browing Version, 
which, thanks to the skilful tlirection of Mr. 
Wellby, was much enjoyed by the large 
audiences which saw it. 

It only remains for me to wish Mr. and Mrs. 
Knott a happy 'retirement' out at Poyntington; 
to say a sat! farewell to Mrs. Edwards, our 
assistant matron who retired last term; to 
apologise to any unsung heroes 1 may have 
overlooked; anti to wish PM HW all the best as 
he takes over the helm next term. 

R. D. Youngman 
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Throughout the 'warm term' the good ship 
Green continued lo run as 'smoothly' as ever, 
as one Mike (Cleaver) was joined by another 
(Rapport) at the helm. 

Backed up by a motley crew of sea-faring 
dogs - namely first-mates Stu, Ju , Rod and 
Jim - we plunged into many battles and further 
glories. 

Senior and Under Sixteen Cricket Cups were 
won as we devastated Abbey in both finals. 
Both Swimming and Athletics Cups were safely 
stored away in treasure chests deep within the 
hold, following a sterling effort by all. 

The House supp er, as merry an occasion as 
ever, was concluded by three fine speeches. 

0 and A level candidates worked hard despite 
distractions of the footballing kind from Mexico 
and the Green garden, with extremely satisfactory 
results obtained and nine pre-A level unjversity 
places achieved o ut of a possible eleven. 

As the term ended we looked forward to eight 
wee ks shore-leave and the prospect of Aadel 's 
forthcoming reign as Head of School. And so 
the breeze picked up once more, the sails billowed 
and we moved off. 

T. Ashworth 
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This summer heralded the penultimate set of 
GCE exams - a sad even t for sce pt ics of the new 
system and an even sadder event for those who 
took the exams . The weather was unkind to 
examinees; the second half of term was suffered 
in sweltering heat and the House garden was 
littered with naked bodies suffering pangs of 
conscience beside discarded textbooks. Never
theless, the results that came through in August 
showed that most had done sufficient work to 
achieve good grades. 

The weather lent itself far more to cricket 
but, whilst there was the usual House enthusiasm , 
the skill that we were able to muster was in
sufficient to win matches. Tennis and athletics 
were pursued with more success: we won the 
junior tennis under the captaincy of T. Jones 
and achieved second place in the house athletics , 
led by the energetic S. Martin. Inside the House, 
the newly-finished barge-yard hosted innumerable 
games of football , at which the fourth form 
emerged victors. 

The quiet efficiency of Robert Arnott as Head 
of House ensured a peaceful if uneventful term. 
This efficiency was tested to the full during a 
damp Commem., and the House Lunch survived 
the deluge remarkably well whilst much of the 
rest of the day suffered. 

It was an unremarkable term; but such a term 
is infinitely preferable to an eventful one that is 
remembered for all the wrong reasons. 

C. Ledgard 
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The Summer lerm was one of some distinction. The 
leaving generation lefl in a blaze of jazz and A and B grades 
(80% it is said), and only J *m*s R*ps*n scored below a 
C in anything. So James Anderson, Mark Bradshaw and 
Robert Wilson go off to Cambridge, Nicholas Farr and 
Jonathan Howells to Oxford, Adam Scott, Ian Jamison 
and Richard Cuerden to Bristol. Neil Bulstrode to Charing 
Cross I lospital and Ben Figgis'? Who knows'? Perhaps 
Cambridge, perhaps Bristol, for he turns out to be a retro
spectively model pupil and one whose achievements (two 
B's and an A)all should aspire to! And what a fme trumpeter. 

or were the 0 levels any less excellent. Passes were 
legion. A grades in abundance and for the third year running 
two lniernal Awards were given - to Dan Gosland and 
Crispin Whinell. A good foundation there for the Sixth 
Form. 

The games throve. Tommy Hall won the junior golf 
again. Only one cricket match was lost in A leagues and lots 
of people played for the School at aU levels in all games. 
The now famous Sociable Wallace Birdwatcher~ watched 
bird ever more intently and James Alexander. Andrew 
Burns and ~tichael Kilburn saw (with the chief Sociable 
Birdwatcher, Doc Kershaw) over a hundred species in one 
day 111 a sponsored birdwatch. 

So the term was fun. It ended with a good lunch on the 
lawn, with the new up and coming Jazz Band ex<.:elling and 
the holiday was well earned. Sadly. we said farewell to Mrs. 
Reid, the matron, but happily have now welcomed Anne 
Lake. Long may she remain with us. 
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Hot summer aflernoons ... the thwack of 
leather on willow ... frantic revision for O's and 
A's ... the clich'es of the Trinity term were 
aJways present, bul in Lrue fashion these clicnes 
took on their own individualistic form in Abbey
lands. With no untimely holidays to report. the 
House could excel itself on all fronts, which it 
indeed did. The GCE examinations came. lingered 
a little and then wenl, and the results at the end 
of it all were on the whole very good. Six members 
of the I louse obtained seven A grades or more 
at 0 level, which was crowned by the awarding 
of a scholarship to Ed Francis(!) for his 12 A's; 
and at A level Jon 13rock and Ed Field led a 
field of very commendable results . 

I hasten on to sport, where Abbeylands had 
an unusually high representation in the Jst XI , 
spearheaded by our Head of House, Al Houlds
worth , and Reza Vassigh. In water sports we also 
created a greater splash than in previous years, 
fielding a strong swimming and water polo team. 
whose achievements culminated in Charlie 
BonaUack's seizure of the School freestyle 
record in the house swimming competition. 
Chris Fox, in his wide travels, also proved a very 
wonhy ambassador of Sherborne School sailing . 

It is, however, not only for all this that one 
will cherish the term. Courtesy of 'the Elliott', 
the House at last procured a croquet set. 
Immediately the pampered growth of the House 
lawn, for years preserved from destructive games 
of football and cricket, began to wilt , as many 
'closet' sportsmen in various states of attire 
came out on Sunday afternoons to chase a 
croquet ball round the circuit with swinging 
mallet. 

The House art exhibition, now an established 
event, gave the House an opportunity to express 
itself, and although the ·paintings' were not as 
bizarre as they have been, lhe standard remained 
good. The eventual winners of the senior and 
junior compe titions were, respectively, Al 
Haywood and Alidad Vassigh . Landmark, under 
the distinguished (?)editorship of John Dennison 
and Steve Chaddock, hit the streets of Sherbome 
with a bang, and its tradition was honourably 
upheld! 

Amongst all the exhilaration of the term, there 
was one sadness: the imminent loss of Mr. Carling 
to Westcott. We all cherish his years with us: 
need it be said that wf': wish him every success 
and happiness in his new House? 

And so to the end of another term. Various 
members of the House departed for travel grant
funded holidays, others for home, no doubt to 
spend an odd moment reOecting on the fond and 
not so fond memories of another bout of Abbey
lands existence . 

E. Francis 



Lyon, surprisingly enough, managed to steal 
itself into three papers in the Summer term. 
A letter to the editor of the Western Gazette 
described it in scarcely endearing terms as 'an 
outstanding blot on the landscape', 'an environ
mental disaster' and 'an absolute eyesore'! 
However, both The Times and Telegraph men
fioned the House's 4S-mile team coming first in 
Ten Tors '86, in the worst weather conditions 
since the event had started 28 years previously 
- for further details of the event look back to 
last year's article by Rodney Marsh entitled 
'Organised Agony' - the tit le speaks volumes. 
Rodney and Bill Tarver, both from The Green, 
went to make up this year's SS-mile team, 
coming fifth in the event. Meanwhile, Lyon's 
Magnates cricket team managed to defeat Comp· 
ton House and also demolish Mrs. Bridge's apple 
pie. 

Among the leavers, Steve Nicholson will be 
especially remembered as a power-house on both 
sporcing and academic fronts. He was selected 
for the British Under 21 Orienteering team vs. 
Sweden and Denmark, fmishing fourth; and he 
was presented with one of six annual university 
cadet scholarships by the Royal Marines. Both he 
and Nicholas Nisbet gained places at Jesus, 
Cambridge, and helped to attain with the rest 
of the Lyon U6 55% A and B grades. Charles 
Conway also merited congratulations for achieving 
twelve A grades at 0 -level. 

A number of tl1e L6 won travel grants to 
Italy, France Spain and Greece. Jonathan Hudson 
also went canoeing with three others in Sweden, 
but sad to say one of tl1eir canoes became 
firmly wedged in the middle of some rapids, and 
had to be abandoned . 

Fina lly, Lyon are sorry to see Mr . Coward 
leave after four years invaluable house tutorship. 
A house dinner was given in his honour, with a 
French theme, and James Spencer-Jones in 
proposing a vote of thanks, and obviously not 
thinking clearly, proclaimed loudly: ' l would like 
all the house to join in thanking me' - he soon 
corrected himself, glowing brightly! 

C. Hoffman 
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We say goodbye to the Upper Sixth, as Nick Dean passes on 
the position of Head of House to Guy Wansbrough - we wish 
him luck. Also departing is Julius Longman, after four successful 
years. We hope he will continue to prosper in the world of 
agriculture, EEC subsidies and butter mountains. In the sporting 
arena the spotlight fell on Fergus Millar and Julius, who both 
played for the 1st XI and received colours for their performances. 
Also on the green stuff, Simon Oliver, Jamie Cunningham, Nick 
Bryan and Mark Down represented the School. Piers Zvegintzov 
would have been made a major in the Artists' Rifles; he captained 
the Shooting Eight and was given a place at Kingston Polytechnic 
for ltis Art (all this and three A's as well). Guy also received his 
shooting colours. On the ivories Dominic Wheeler won the Cherry 
Isherwood Piano Sonata Prize and shared the Junior School 
Piano Prize . Rupert Reed and Andrew Key obtained 23A's at 
0 level between them, but others also triumphed wiU1 fewer 
A's but as much stantina, like Richard Downey. Westcott 's high
point was the successful House Fete which is rather special in 
that it is opened to the town. It was organised by Jim Plumstead 
and raised £360 for the Sherborne District Ambulance and the 
Evelina Children's Trust Fund. 

Finally, it is with regret that we bid farewell to Mr. Lloyd who 
has guided the House for the last five years. His personal qualities 
of enthusiasm, a desire to maintain the integrity of academic 
pursuit and his love of a hard, fast game of hockey have left their 
mark on the House. We wish him all success in the future. 



The term saw Gavin White as 
ead of House and our thanks must 

o to hjm with our best wishes for 
he future. He captained the 
chool tennis team and was one of 
ur most ta I en ted linguists of recent 
ears. We shall miss too the prefects 
ho supported him and helped 

he House: Max GilUbrand for his 
entle charm and kindness, Karl 
aylor's reliability and sense of 
ecenty, and Tom Sulkin's quietly 
umorous good nature. These four 
ere part of an Upper Sixth which 

e-established an agreeable Digby 
rarution of producing A level 
esults which far exceeded in their 
xcellence the faithless predictions 
f the teaching staff. We were 
leased too that Crawford Hen
erson became Captain of Athletics, 
"ving us an example of corpus 
anum lest we should become too 

fatuated by mens sano. 
Sadly this was Mr. Wellby's 

st term with us as a House tu tor. 
ith one foot in The Digby and 

\ 

another in Abbey House, for a year 
he spanned Sherborne School like 
the Colossus at Rhodes. Whatever 
knotty problems he may face in 
Abbey House we wish him every 
happiness. 

Of the remaining House tutors, 
Mr. Danes was not very obvious 
about the House for the first couple 
of weeks of term. To begin with 
we thought that he had had enough 
of us after Luther, but it turned 
out that he was merely fighting 
local elections in the workers ' 
interests, though not necessarily 
his own. He lost. 

The present writer is the last to 
report on the Housemaster's poultry, 
for during the term their numbers 
dwindled and now they have all 
gone into the deep-freeze. Twenty
five goose eggs failed to hatch. We 
hope that parents will not take th.is 
to be a sinister omen. Certainly 
the new junior dayroom seem the 
very best of eggs. 


