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THE CHRONICLE , 
Academic 

Cambridge Places 

The following have gained places at Cambridge on the basis of their A-level results. 

House 
g 
a 
e 
f 
e 
m 
d 
d 

m 
d 
h 

House Name College University Course 
g T. J. Blackburn Girton Modern Languages 
f D. H. Jones Pembroke Medicine 

m S. T. Mulherin St. Catharine's Modern Languages 
d A. Ostler Clare Mathematics 
d W. G. Wootten Gonville and Caius English 

Name 

Three or more 'A ' grades at A-level 

A -levels 
J. G. A. Chappell 
D. I. Craig 
M. w. Hastings 
D. H. Jones 
P. L. C. Knechtli 
S. T. Lee 
E. M. Nelson 
A. Ostler 

Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry 
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Physics 
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry 
Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology 
French, Spanish, Mathematics 
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Physics 
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry 
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry 

and Electronics 
D. B. Rees Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry 
W. G. Wootten English, History, Ancient History 
J. K. F. S. Young French, German, History 

Six or more 'A' grades in GCSE, 0-level or Additional exams 

Number of 'A 'grades 
10 

Name 
R. J. A. Triggs (f) 

9 

8 

7 

6 

M. E.T. Austen (e). J.P. Carlyle-Clarke (g), A. C.R. Davey (b), 
D. H. Edwards (a), T. J. Jones (f), W. S. Paul (c) 

L. Baker (c), R. St.J. C. Crawford (b), R. J. Dymock-Maunsell (b), 
A. W. Fullerton (d), B. P. Keeble (e), E. H. L. Play fair (m), 
H. R. Powell (g), J. D. Pratt (g), P.H. Purchase (f), J. P. Reid (m), 
A. K. Rimington (g), H. E.W. Robinson (g), E. J. Sangster (m), 
J. F. Stocken (a), R. H. D. Townsend (c) 

T. J. Donne (b), S. C. A. Evans (h), J. R. Goodden (f), N. F. R. Hole (a), 
E. C. C. Madgwick (c), R. H. F. Pugsley (m), E. C. A. Raymond (m), 
B. J. Siegle (e), P .R. Thomas (g), C. E. H. Tyrrell (e) 

J. R. Adams (e), J. R. Alderson (c), J.C. L. Anderson (h), J. S. Collis (b), 
R. G. Edwards (f), A. B. Hall (c), M. J. E. Jackaman (a), 
A. M. Kendrick (g), N. H. Master (c), D. E . W. Mitchell (a), 
T. R. J. Nicolson (m), J.P. F. Perowne (m), A. J. Rutherford (g), 
E. C. S. Seymour (d), P. C. G. Spink (a) 

Internal A wards 

The following have won internal awards as a result of their performance within the School and at 
GCSE: 

Award 
Scholarship 
Exhibitions 

House Name 
e M. E. T. Austen 
c L. Baker 
b A. C. R. Davey 
f T. J. Jones 
e B. P. Keeble 
c R. H. D. Townsend 
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Music 

A. D. Strange (d) has become co-principal 'cello of the National Youth Orchestra and won the final of 
the Young Musician of the West Competition, at the Sherborne Festival. 

A. J. Law (f) won the area section of the Audi Young Musician 1989 Competition. 

The following were awarded distinctions in Associated Board Examinations: 

House Name Instrument Grade Points 

b R. Hands 
b M. J. Bawtree 
a J. Sturtridge 
e J. S. Richardson-Chapple 
g D. J. Butler 
h H . l. W. Graves 

Orama 

Organ 
Piano 
Singing 
Horn 
Trumpet 
Piano 

6 
7 
7 
8 
3 
6 

135 
135 
134 
133 
133 
130 

The School would like gratefully to acknowledge the generosity of Mr. Gerald Pitman, who has endow
ed a prize co be presented each year for the outstanding individual performance or performances in some 
aspect of school drama. IL is called The Gerald Pitman Prize. 

Sport 

Athletics Individual Honours: 
C. E. F. Painter (g): winner of the Long Jump (U.20) at the AAA Councy Championships with a Coun

ty Meeting record of 6.93m; at the ESAA County Championships; at the ESAA South-West Champion
ships; and at the London Athletics Club, with a new school record of 7.03m. Winner of the Decathlon at 
the ESAA Multi-event Championships (S.W.). 

Cricket: 
T . A. Batchelar (a): Wiltshire U.19 
B. D. Atwell (e): Hampshire U.19; West coaching squad and U.19 Final trial 
J. D. Ricketts (d): HMC Schools U.15 Final trial 

Sailing: 
At the School Sailing Competition at ltchenor. A. C. R. Davey (b) and J .C. Roberts (a) came second; 

and J . J . Ker (m) and J. D. Mitchell (a) sixth out of 55 boalS 

At the British Schools Team Racing Championships, the Sherborne team came fifth and won the Fair
field Plate. The team was: A. C. R. Davey (b), R. B. Gleadow (c), R. Heron (c), J . J. Ker (m), 
T. R. J. Nicholson (m), J . C. Roberts (a) 

General 

N. J. B. Copeland (h) was awarded the Commando Prize at the Royal Marines Cadet Summer Camp 
held in Scotland. 

Compiled from information supplied by Housemasters, the Director of Studies, the Director of Music and 
the Master in Charge of Cricket. 
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General Sir Thomas Morony, K.C.B., O.B.E. 

CHAIRMAN OF GOVERNORS 

1926 - 1989 

The large congregation which filled Salisbury 
Cathedral on September 29th was a testimony not 
only to lhe respect in which Tim Morony was held 
by aJI those who had known him professionally, but 
also to the warmth of his relationship with everyone 
he had had to do with from a.II walks of life. 

As one whose friendship with Tim stretches 
back for nearly 50 years, it was no surprise to me 
that in the only speech that he delivered as Chair
man of the Governors, at Commem. 1987, his 
theme was friendship. Even as a boy he took a deep 
personal interest in the lives and doings of all those 
he met. lt was easy enough for us to tease him as a 
gossip, but it was not long before one came to see 
that that was a superficial judgment, a misreading 
of the warmth and concern he showed for the well
being of all those he met. 

After school we went our own ways for many 
years, meeting only occasionally. But Tim was one 
of those rare people with whom there is a spon
taneous resumption of the threads whenever and 
wherever one meets them. Inevitably there were 
details of the activities of other old friends, free of 
criticism but told with a wry awareness of the ab
surdities of human nature. 

When in the early 70s he came to settle with his 
family in Yetminster and decided to send Michael 
and Matthew to Sherborne, it was inevitable that so 
concerned a parent should become involved in 
many aspects of the life of the School. By an un
canny process of osmosis he absorbed an under
standing of the institution and all those who work
ed for it. As a Governor, Masters' Representative, 
Vice-Chairman and, since 1987, Chairman of the 
Governors, his contributions, both at full meetings 
and in private discussions, were shrewd , wise and 
concise, and his knowledge of the ramifications of 
school life grew steadily. Though he had not 
himself been at university, he had been a 
distinguished Commandant at Shrivenham, where 
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he had more than held his own with the academic 
staff, and his own linguistic skills made him par
ticularly concerned with the teaching of languages. 
Inevitably his military duties prevented his atten
dance at every Governors' meeting - it was typical 
of his conscientious approach that he resigned as 
Masters' Representative when his posting to 
Brussels made it clear that he would be unable to be 
as closely in touch as he wished. But he was deter
mined to be with us as far as was humanly possible. 
On one occasion his arrival by helicopter on the 
Upper caused a temporary halt to the Commem. 
speeches. 

On retirement, his tall commanding figure with 
his mane of white hair and beetling eyebrows was 
frequently to be seen crossing the Courts. Popular 
belief was that he had come to dictate to the Head
master of the day what he ought to be doing; in fact 
he had come to regale him with new stories, and 
quietly to help him face up to the prospect of his 
approaching retirement. 

With his experience of men, his growing know
ledge of the School and his understanding of the 
changes taking place in education, his grasp of 
detail and his ability to seize lhe essential points of 
any problem, it was clear that he was going to be a 
great source of strength and support to a new 
Headmaster. His death at this moment, a cruel 
blow to his closely knit family, came as a tremen
dous setback to the School. 

His last letter to me consisted mainly of a 
magisterial review of the retired Headmasters to be 
found in the canon of P. G. Wodehouse - he had 
been a devotee since his schooldays - 'They are 
entirely from prep schools. Once you get to the 
public school stage it is usually the Governors who 
get it in the neck.' He ended by looking forward to 
our next meeting. Dis aliter visum. 

R.D.M. 



J.C.K. 
1978 - 1989 

An appreciation in a school magazine, by its use 
of the past tense, is always inclined to read discon
certingly like an obituary. In the case of Jenny Ker
shaw this would be doubly inappropriate, firsLly 
because, happily, she will be back in Sherbome 
next autumn and secondly, because she is so much 
more vital than many whose faces are blanched by a 
patina of chalk dust and the hurly-burly of the 
classroom. 

Her vitality expresses itself in many ways, but 
not in the boisterous and self-advertising ways rhat 
generally attract attention in a boys' school. 
Jenny's unassuming modesty is combined with an 
often wacky sense of humour. Her real concerns are 
worn lightly, but felt passionately, her gentleness 
concealing the intensity of her involvement. 

Jenny was a welcome and constant reminder 
that there is a world beyond the insularity of 
school. She founded the Sherborne Amnesty 
group, raising funds by concerts and talks, and 
organising boys to send cards and letters to secure 
the release of political prisoners. A telling image in 
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the exhibition she organised in the undercroft was 
the candle which burned for a week in a coil of 
barbed wire. 

Jenny agitated nationally for the preservation of 
a small patch of medieval woodland in Dorset and 
to keep a grazing meadow untouched by the de
flowering agriculture industry. 

Her care is expressed too in her conscientious 
and patient teaching, where her love of literature is 
self-evident. She does not take the easy path, but 
chooses the writers she values: Emily Dickinson and 
R. S. Thomas are not the easiest writers to in
troduce to teenage boys. Many pupils will 
remember convivial evenings at Priestland's House 
watching Shakespeare, or the theatre trips to Lon
don that Jenny organised to animate examination 
texts. 

She responds intensely to beauty in all its forms 
and derives enormous pleasure from so much that 
she engages in, from discovering a rare orchid to 
playing the french horn with a group of friends. 

It cannot be easy to be one of two ladies on the 
staff in a boys' school, but as Jenny wryly observed 
in her farewell speech to the Common Room, at 
least after eleven years' service to the School her 
existence might have been acknowledged: 'Masters 
Meetings' might have become 'Staff Meetings'. 

P.M.H.W. 



A.K.W. 
1986 - 1989 

'If you will excuse me, Headmaster, 1 have 
a plane LO catch.• So ended a series of telephone 
calls from Heathrow, whereby Anthony accepted a 
teaching post at SL Paul's and resigned from Sher
bome. We were literally the last ones to board the 
aeroplane. It all seemed so precipitous: ending the 
Lent term; being interviewed at St. Paul's; then ac
cepting the job before flying to Geneva - all 
within the space of thirty-six hours. 

And it is true of Anthony that he can ac
complish much in a short time, as his three years in 
Sherborne testify. His energy is unbounded and he 
admits to being able to get by with little sleep; I am 
sure that AKJ M remembers his arrival in Scotland 
one New Year at 6.00 a.m., having driven through 
the night! 

Of course Anthony put much of his energy into 
his teaching. He was often to be found in the Bow 
House writing room, putting the final touches to 
preparation; he cared about the way he presented 
his material and he was animated in the classroom. 

As a scholar he was inspired by such Cambridge 
historians as Norman Stone, and he developed a 
specialist knowledge of East European history of 
the twentieth century. No doubt his remarkable 
ancestry contributed to this interest, and he 
nurtured it with regular trips to East European 
countries such as Czechoslovakia; there he met and 
stayed with dissidents, and generou~IY. co.ntrib~ted 
towards return trips to England. His ms1ghts mto 
events in the East were thus fascinating, both cur
rent and alive; and indeed some of his insights have 
been published in journals. 

The immediate fruit of such specialist know
ledge was his remarkable GCSE course-booklet on 
the Jews under the Third Reich; no doubt he will be 
putting this to good use. at St. Paul's.. . 

His scholarly enthusiasm also manifested itself 
in his running of the Porphyrogeniti; indeed, both 
boys and colleagues learned much from discussion 
with him on anything from the Medieval period to 
the history of art; his general studies course on 
Vienna at the End of the Nineteenth Century was 
highly acclaimed. 

That Anthony wore his scholarship lightly and 
modestly was part of his appeal: he was always ac
cessible, and threw himself into those other areas of 
school life with great generosity; he was ever ready 
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to debate in the Wildman and Chataway Societies; 
Fourth XI hockey teams enjoyed his apparel while 
coaching, not to mention his driving on occasions! 
He organised school dances during his three years, 
and his 'interrogation• on one occasion at Leweston 
became folklore. 

Anthony was always supportive of the arts in 
Sherborne, and his own production of Joe Orton's 
Loot with a School House cast was tight and highly 
successful. 

Swimming and water polo teams thrived under 
his guidance; windsurfers found an ally in An
thony. Above all he exhibited a tremendous zest for 
life in all its variety. His own spiritual tussles made 
him an active and most caring spiritual tutor. 

The fact that many are in touch with Anthony 
speaks volumes. Thankfully he now has a home not 
far from Sherborne, so we are still able to enjoy his 
shrewd observations on life in all its fullness. And 
life for Anthony will always be lived to the full. 

H.H.D.P. 



Leendert van Dijk 
1988 - 1989 

Leendert impressed with his ability both to get 
alongside his pupils and to find friends in Sher
bome and among the school community, within a 
short space of time. Nol only is he gratefully 
remembered for the time he gave to boys in
dividually and for co-ordinating extra oral work 
within the Modem Languages Department, but 
also for the quality of his friendship with boys he 
taught and those he me1 socially. His opinion and 
experience would be sought, and he became the 
confidant of many. 

Indeed from the beginning he had stressed both 
his considered role as one whose position was 
somehow constructively between staff and student, 
and his intention to sample life as an 'Englishman'. 
This lauer intention involved the formal and infor
mal school social gatherings, some of his own in 
Bow House and the shared company of good beer, 
good pool and friends from the Digby Tap. 

He brought to us some of the necessary business 
sense culled from college in Bordeaux - the need 
for fair and accurate dealings with people, the ac
quired skills of personal relations and dedic
ation - and he added his own touches of humour 
in every activity. If I seemed to be overly concerned 
with some particular matter his advice came swif!ly: 
'Don't think too much ... ' 

Whether trapezing from a boat in Poole Har
bour, or visiting a Mosque with Fourth Formers in 
Bristol, or indeed accompanying Messrs Boyd and 
Stooke's An Study Tour in Paris, where his 
knowledge of French was unsurpassed, Leendert 
('Lindhurst' after TR B) was an invaluable asset. 

Over a plate of snails (his, not mine) in St. 
Michel we fell to discussing our various charges and 
concluded that all were at heart good company, if 
we were prepared to nurture their individual 
talents. He believed that in such an institution as 
ours there is real scope for this kind of approach 
and he was both grateful and proud to have worked 
in the environment of Sherborne School. 

C.M.B.H. 

Luke &ker as Mephostophilis in Doctor Faustus revived as the Commemoration play 

22 



SYCOSS Concert 

A few days before SYCOSS 1 was informed by 
an organiser that 1 would not be receiving a ticket 
for 1he concen, since the number of boys from the 
Lower Sixth was to be res1ric1ed. Confident ly I 
argued that I was to review 1he event for The Shir
bumian, therefore it would probably be a good idea 
if I was permi11ed actually 10 hear the four bands 
participating. My confidence was unfounded; 1 had 
forgouen how dry schoolmasters can be. Beaming, 
he told me there was no problem, since 1 could 'find 
out what happened from someone else.' Undeter
red but a liule disillusioned I sought a ticket by 
other means - fortunately I was able to obtain one 
from a boy held at the Headmaster's pleasure for 
the evening. Having had to beg, plot and scheme to 
get my hands on one, 1 hope one can understand 
why I felt I was submitting a Willy Wonka Golden 
Ticket to the prefect on the door, not a second
hand computer print-out. SYCOSS had belier be 
good - I'd just handed in an everlasting gob
stopper. 

The first band to mount the stage was the 
enigmatically named 'Mule', led by Toby Burnham 
in shades, white powder, red lipstick and black 
1rilby, and supported by Robin Balme, Will Woot
ten and J -M. Maynard. Over-the-top? Well, yes, 
but at least they were smiling. Unfortunately the 
first note groaned exposed the inadequacy of both 
Burham's voice and the PA system, \\hich broke 
down completely during Woouen's piece de 
resistance, ' Bubble Gum Baby's Blue' . However, 
the band's treatment of songs by Hawkwind, J imi 
Hendrix and The Clash was well received by the 
audience, Wootten. Maynard and Balme showing 
themselves to be competeni musicians. In fact, 
' Mule' was just what was required of the opening 
band to make an initially self-conscious audience 
less inhibited - boys naunted their iron-on Bros 
patches with pride and sang ' 'Ere we go' whilst 
waiting for the next band. juM like they do at 
Wembley. 

'Tarquin ', the band from Foster's, were in many 
ways the antithesis to 'Mule' - whereas the lauer 
hid behind the impersonal security of shades, tie
dyed T-shirts and make-up, 'Tarquin' were 
unashamedly lacking in pretension, clad as 
they were in denim and unpolished Dr. Martens. 
Actually, !he plain, raw image portrayed com
plemented their music, which radiated violence. 
The aggressive, physical presence of the band 
brought the elated crowd back down to earth with a 
proverbial thud after the larger-than-life, 
glamorous pretension of ' Mule'. Initially a hundred 
gum-clogged jaws fell open, but it did not take long 
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for the rock sound of 'Tarquin • to be accepted, 
very much due to the fact that those same gum
clogged jaws were able to occupy themselves sing
ing along to the well-known rock anthem~ faithfully 
reproduced by the band's front man, who incident
ally played lead guitar and the bass as a lead-line, 
readers. It was obvious that 'Tarquin' were a well
rehearsed band. 

The penultimate band, called 'Secret Venue', 
was fronted by Ben Skelton and supported by an 
impressively large band including a trumpeter in the 
guise of the pelvic-thrusting Nick Rintoul, all hough 
lhe stage was unnecessarily full, since Dave Pitman 
and Chris Mapp, playing cards and smiling pro
vocatively at the crowd, were perhaps a touch ex
traneous. Skelton 's emotional performance was, 
though, very much appreciated for its polished 
and convincing style - his rendering of Prince's 
' Purple Rain', aided by Simon Barrington 's im 
pressive lighting was one of the highlights of the 
evening. Such an exact emulation of Prince was 
possibly rather unimaginative, but one can argue 
s1rongly that in 1his instance it was acceptable since 
Skelton did it so effec1ively - 'Secret Venue' was 
cenainly one of 1he best-received bands, which is an 
impressive achievement since they were peforming 
before a predominantly Upper Sixth audience. 

And so we waited for the final band to appear, 
with bated brea1h. if only to avoid 1he inhala1ion of 
a lung-full of stage-smoke. The cur1ains opened for 
the final time, and there s1ood 'Trap for Fools', 
consis1ing of Pa1rick Knechtli, Chris1ian Spurrier 
and Rick Blandford who wrote all 1he songs per
formed. The ubiqui1ous Grant Bulstrode ~ang the 
fim of their songs efficaciously, gaining the loudest 
and most prolonged applau~e of the night. Some 
even cheered. Unfortunately after a few minutes 
the PA system finally broke do\\n completely, not, 
though, before 'Trap for Fools' showed what a 
professional act they were - their music was 
sharp, lively and energetic; the backing singers were 
synchronised; and the band members were im
agina1ive enough to maintain their audience's in
terest even when the microphone muted itself -
the sight of Knechtli's Knees invoked scenes usually 
associated with the 'Hammer House of Horror ' 
films of a few decades ago. Ultimately the event 
finished rather anti-climatically when the band were 
forced by the PA system to end prema1urely mid
song. However, 1hey had provided a finale befiuing 
the unrestrained and thoroughly enjoyable eveni 
that was SYCOSS '89. Well worih the gobstopper. 

S. T. F. Davis 



Jerry eventually uses Peter lo terminate in Jerry 
too. These longings are expressed in monologues 
where contempt, humour, indecency, grief, horror, 
pathos (to name but a few) are powerfully combin
ed. While this now of language erupts through 
Jerry, there is no difficulty; where dramatic action 
is attempted, an awkwardness is felt. The ending, 
conceived as a suicide, does not convince. Peter, 
for most of the play a pretext for Jerry's speeches, 
has suddenly to become an agent. But this raises 
questions about Peter which the play cannot 
resolve. Albee wishes us to see his eventual assault 
on Jerry as an assertion of his misconcieved 
honour, which is really only his animal instinct to 
defend his property. But the play then becomes 
overloaded with ideas and the vehicle for Lhese 
ideas, a quarrel over a park bench, seems ludicrous. 

The Royal Hunt of The Sun 
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In the Commem. production, Jerry was played 
by Colin Levy, and Peter by Justin Caird. Colin 
Levy captured the intense mixture of menace and 
weariness in Jerry. He had penetrated the part so 
far that one fell a li11le concerned for his psychic 
health. Justin Caird had, in a sense, the more dif
ficult part as Peter. He conveyed his nervous 
politeness and strove 10 adopt, as far as he could, 
Peter's a11achment to euphemism and cliche. 
Together, they established a tense atmosphere 
which held the audience uncomfortably rapt 
throughout. We were grateful for their efforts 
- and for those of J H, who assisted them 10 direct 
the play themselves. This is the latest in the series of 
short plays produced at Commem. Like the others, 
it made us Lhink. It is intended that the production 
be revived at the next Edinburgh Festival: we wish 
success to all concerned. 



El Retablo de las Maravillas 

by Miguel de Cerva ntes 

The Modern Language Play 

Once again Peter Such is to be congratulated on 
rinding a most suitable play in Spanish with which 
to entertain both the accomplished Hispanist and 
the non-Hispanist who might have ven!Ured into 
the Powell Hall over a two day period at the last 
Commemoration. 

El Rerablo de las Maravillas by the great 
Spanish novelist and playwright Miguel de Cer
vantes was originally intended to be performed as 
an entremeses (which can be translated as hors 
d'oeuvre and was intended to act as such, in that it 
acted as a comic appetizer between 1he acts of a 
longer play). If I may be permitted to continue in a 
culinary vein, this little piece, divorced from the 
longer play, serves as an admirable plaro principal 
(main course); like a good meal it left the audience 
satisfied after a light spicy dish rather than sated 
and bloated after a heavier unpalatable offering. 

Jn an amusing and clever lampoon of the very 
medium in which he was operating, Cervantes 
pokes a little good-natured fun al our own gullibili
ty and the whole idea of the 'willing suspension of 
disbelief', whilst at the same time confronting his 
contemporary audience with its own hypocrisy and 
anti-semitism. To accomplish this Cervantes has a 
group of travelling players, intent upon making a 
quick peseta, who convince the paying audience at 
the puppet show they put on that only those 
without a trace of Jewish blood will be able to see 
the marvels before them. Not wishing to admit to 
any 'impurity' in their Spanish blood (which would 
almost certainly be mixed with .Jewish blood) the 
audience allows itself to be hoodwinked with 
hilarious results and to the profit of the showmen. 

Poetic eloquency, dance and music were just 
some of the features of this joint venture with Sher
borne School for Girls; however, on leaving the 
theatre, and now as I write this review, it is the 
energy which the actors and actresses generated and 
the ensuing humour which have left the greatest im
pression on me. 

The combination of the superbly controlled 
falsetto tones of Ben Pelly, the menacing physical 
presence and ear-splitting volume of William Allen 
(who must be a born stuntman), and the s!Udied 
debauchery of Charles Wilson cou ld not have failed 
to produce a laugh from even those whose Spanish 
goes no further than dos servezas por favor. 

The travelling showmen, Mark Turner and John 
Carlyle-Clarke, were a convincing pair of lo
quacious and amiable rogues. Ben Biswell, their 
musician and co-trickster, successfully brought the 
' real ' audience into the action, challenging our own 
willingness to suspend our disbelief as he wandered 
amongst us strumming his guitar and cheekily ap
proaching the females of the aud ience asking i, Te 
gus1a la gui1arra? (Do you like the guitar?). 

Daniel Fox-Davies displayed his dancing 
prowess to great comic effect and Roger Priaulx (in 
a role tailor-made for him) retained his customary 
composure and good sense in the face of mounting 
hysteria amongst his fe llow townspeople. As always 
the girls lent a touch of colour and were an essential 
ingredient to the comic potentiality of the play. 

Congratulations to all involved on a suitably 
ribald and visually stimulating Spanish play. 

D.C.B. 
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Professional Productions 

Timon of Athens 
Red hi ft Theatre Compan) 

Halfway through last term, Red Shift brought their production of Timon of Athens to the Powell 
Theatre. It was an adaptation of Shakespeare's original play: although it told the same story, the script had 
been rearranged to make 'a more effective piece of drama. ' The play itself centred on Timon, a woman in 
this version (as opposed to Shakespeare's original male character) and an ideal hostess. Continually enter
taining and giving generously, she gives everything away and is abandoned by those who were previously 
her 'friends'. The play deals with this process of abandonment and Timon's reaction 10 it - and her re
action is perceived by those around her as being a fall into madness. The play lasted for about an hour and 
a half; and afterwards we discussed the performance with rhe female members of the cast: 

Shirburnian: To begin with, why did you change it 
around? Did you come to the play and think 'Ah, 
this is interesting', or did you come to the play and 
Lhink 'We can change it and make this particular 
point'? 

Red Shift: When we came to the play I think the 
first thing was that we were very negative, very 
pessimistic about the way that it is. There is a cer
tain poignancy about it, that in the end Timon 
wanders off having yelled at the whole world and 
turned into a total misanthropist, but it dribbles 
away and we thought that we wanted 10 give it a 
more optimistic end; something a bit more active 
than passive. So we consciously put the feast that 
was actually in the middle of the play at the end, as 
a good, rousing, rounding-off scene where Timon 
actually becomes active and reacts against what's 
been done to him/ her and does somet hing about it. 
Unfortunately, in our version, something is also 
done about the fact that she is doing something 
about it. However, at least we gel the fact that there 
is a revolution within her head, in that she starts 
screwing people rather than being screwed herself. 

Shirburnian: Did il follow on from your previous 
production, Le Misanthrope, which was a similar 
sort of play? 

Red Shift: Well, it was originally chosen by the 
director (we don't have too much choice in that) 
because it did link in with this idea of misanthropy 
and particularly also because Marx was very in
terested in the whole notion of gold in the time of 
Athens and the general repercussions that this has 
lo do with money. 

Shirburnian: Did you find that changing so much 
about the play did in fact change what the play 
said? 

Red Shift: Well, I think the main push of the story 
is still there, and the main themes are very much 
still there. But the play itself needed quite a lot of 
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editing, because it was a bit tedious in places, and 
so we were able to insert our own themes as we were 
rehearsing it, injecting what we thought was 
important and, of course, a week in, we realised the 
complete importance of the fact that we had cast 
Timon as a woman. 
Shirburnian: Why did you do it in the first place? 

Red Shift: Well, it's a bit complicated, in fact. 
Originally, when the director was first looking at 
the play, it was predominantly male cast - just 
men having arguments with each other and bravado 
with words and a lot of general maleness going on. 
The director and the designer got together and 
argued this one out, because the designer wanted an 
all-female cast, and was interested in what effect 
that would have, if an all-male play suddenly had 
an all-female cast , and all the females were bicker
ing and throwing word-play at each other and all 
this sort of thing - generally being really nasty to 
each other, because you don't get very many plays 
where women do this. And so they took it on 
halfheartedly, as they originally had two men and 
four women in the cast. That swung it a bit, and as 
we were working on Timon, and Kate was gelling 
into the speeches and stuff, we suddenly realised 
more about Timon as a woman, as this nurturing, 
giving creature who was then abused. You get 
strong repercussions all the way through about 
money, being a whore, being rich, being the hostess 
with the mostest. So, you have Timon as the classic 
figure that cuhure likes to see women as: pacifying 
arguments, giving food, the sweet woman who 
loves everybody, gives presents, carries on smiling 
(even when she is about to burst into tears she's 
smiling). She keeps the status quo. What you see is 
a woman who has been brought up to be totally 
dependent on fulfilling this cultural figure; but 
when she has nothing left to give financially, they 
all leave her. No one really gives a monkey's about 
her and so, suddenly, she is left with nothing. This 
is the thing that women have a problem with, with 



Red Shift: Yes, that's a difficuh one; they're almost 
the same person. I suppose in a sense that's where 
the good points of Apemantus come through, that 
even though he is a cynic, he does what you say and 
is also a servant. He is the faithful servant - but 
there are slightly dicey motives behind the fact that 
he serves. 

Shirburnian: I thought that ii was very visual, and l 
thought that was great, but was a 101 of it 
choreographed? I thought a lot of it was quite 
stylised. 

Red Shift: Well, there was the fact that we were 
working with the set and the way the set came 
apart, and also working from Renaissance style 
painting with the gestures like the Last Supper and 
stuff, and trying Lo create a real style and really 
using the colours with the robes, for example. 

Shirburnian: Yes, I noticed the robes in particular. 
l was looking al them for the whole play thinking 
how lovely they were. 

DREAM MIX 

Red Shift: Yes, the minute we got the robes we 
thought, 'Oh God, how awful,• but once we started 
using them, we thought, 'They're fantastic,' and we 
used them to set up the friezes of aesthetic beauty, 
so that underneath you could see that some of the 
characters were not what they showed themselves to 
be at first. They showed more snidey and money 
grabbing pans of them and you start seeing their 
other, uglier sides. 

Shirburnian: Well, I'm afraid that we've just aboui 
run out of lime, so we're going to have to stop. 
Thank you very much for taking the time out to 
talk 10 us. 

Red Shift: Certainly - and thank you. I think that 
we got a lot of positive feedback ourselves. 

Interview by Will Meadows and Al Robertson. 
We should like LO thank Kathy Fanning very much 
for transcribing it from tape. 

Les Bubb 

Dream Mix was a fascinaiing mix1ure of mime, music, physical comedy, remarkable sound effects and simple stand· 
up comedy. Les Bubb, 'as seen on TV', is obviously a comedian with a wide variety of 1alcn1. He as1ounded the 
audience" ith his ability to make ordinary objects perform impossible feats, such as 1he slippery Perrier boule and 1he 
balloon with a mind of its own. Whal was most impressive, though, was lhc way he included the audience in his show. 
While most comedian~ stop at the old 'saying hello and nol hearing lhe answer' gag, Les Bubb went several s1eps fur
lher. Ai the beginning of the show he auempted 10 pull me on 10 the s1age by my ankle simply to prove the show was 
live, and not just on television. Later on, after his brilliantly 1imed 'Marcel MarBubb' piano recital he asked for help to 
push the imaginary piano off the stage. Jim Ward volunteered himself loudly, and 10 his immense surprise "as dragged 
on to the stage. After being introduced to the imaginary Marcel, he was invi1ed to move 1he piano, and performed ad
mirably "ell under the circumstances. Mr. Swift also made a surprise appearance after Les requested a member of the 
audience replace the baueries in his radio microphone. 

All in all, the show was a delight to aU who auended. and I have heard no1hing bu1 praise for it from all quarters. I 
1hink we have not seen the last of Les, as I feel he will go far in the realm of live comedy. 

T. Isaacson 

THE KEEPER'S K EYS 20/ 20 Theatre Company 

The Go1hic genre can, if well handled, produce either extreme suspense or extreme hilari1y: 1he stock elcmen1s that 
make ii up have become ex1emely cliched and are thus very easy to lampoon; however, when skilfully arranged, they 
can still invoke a grea1 sense of sublime terror. The Keeper's Keys was a play that had sci i1self withou1 a doubt within 
1he Go1hic tradition, and as a result made much use of those stock Gothic elements - 10 be precise, 1he decaying, 
deserted casi le, 1he ominous s1ranger and - of course - the dread secret. 

However, these elemcn1s were s1rangely ineffective; !here was no overall feel ing ei1her of comedy or of terror. The 
play lacked a strong sense of purpose and, as a resul1, veered wildly between farce and horror withou1 ever actually hit
ting ei1her mask. For example, 1hcrc was the mysterious stranger - something that no Gothic work can be wi1hou1. He 
was presented a1 times as bo1h somewhat absurd and somewhat ominous - bu1 1he fact tha1 he occupied two such op
posing roles weakened both of them, creating a character that created little response among the audience. 

The same was very much true of the two sisters, lhe only other characters in the play. They were presen1ed both as a 
pair of absurd old spins1ers - pure instruments of comedy - and as a pair of 1ragjc, abandoned women. The contrast 
between these 1wo roles was such that both broke down. It was only towards the end of the play, when the sisters began 
to die, and became entirely tragic, that they began to be very affecting. (l for one was totally riveted, and rather scared, 
during what was a very intense, and very disturbing, ten minutes.) However, this was the only ume 1hat the play achiev
ed such intensity, for this was the only time that it made up its mind wha1 ii wanted to depict - at all other times ii was 
trivial and perhaps even tedious. 

The play was not helped by !he acting, which was not of a sufficiently high standard 10 supply 1he deficiencies of the 
script. Once again, however, the level of acting did soar towards lhe end of the play; it is probable that if the actors in
volved were presented with a script which moved in a clear direction, their acting would have been greatly improved; 
had the effect achieved towards the end of the play been a sustained one, then we would have 'enjoyed' an extremely 
harrowing piece of drama - as it was, we were left with a general impression of greyness, resulting from a play that fell 
very definitely between two stools. 

A. Robenson 
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THE PROVOK'D WIFE Somerset and Dorset Theatre Company 

It was hot and humid, it was a Saturday evening, the play was one of those 'restoration comedies', in which people 
say so many witty and intelligen1 things, all the while carrying out rather dim and stupid actions, the au1hor was an 
artist, surely? So no wonder there was a small audience, but an appreciative one: at least there was no mass departure at 
the end of the first half, signalling the fact 1hat Hall has ended, so what's the point of staying anyway? 

The play started with a dramatic and dazzling counJy dance, set to music of an indeterminate period. The im
aginative costumes and masks set the pace for the rest of the play, although one felt tha1 both actors and dancers could 
have used more space than that available in the theatre. To carry this kind of comedy along, and to stop the characters 
being too much like stereotypes of the age. needs vigour in acting, in movement, and also in the projection of the lines: 
we certainly got all of that. John Joyce, playing Sir John Brute, bad one of the most difficult tasks, as Vanburgh paints 
him as a drunken boor, with no redeeming features: no wonder the part seemed exaggerated at times, particularly in the 
lengthy drunken bout. The other male characters were a good foil for this, managing to convey a kind of amoral 
tenderness, which is essential to convince the audience. 

As the title suggests, the women in this comedy are by no means compliant and passive characters. Kate Lansbury, 
the caricature of the French middle-aged woman, as seen for generations of English comedy, got it all right, conniving, 
scheming, wheedling and fuming, bottom stuck out, bosom heaving, her face pecking at 1he words like a starling at a 
worm. Belinda Low played Lady FancyfuU, in a costume which lived up 10 her name, with a recognisable self. 
satisfaction with her own beauty and fatal allure. Zelah Clarke and Robin McCaffery both proved, in vigour and in 
beauty, a ma1ch for the violence and tempestuousness of the male roles. 

The high level of the acting ~01 us all through the twists and turns and complications of the events - all that 'inun
dation of impertinences' - which are usually three or four too many for my ta~tc. Witty lanes came over with great ef
fect; one tries to remember each one, but it is soon effaced by the next. It is a pily then, 1hat the actors were not better 
supported by the stage staff and direction. It is either contemp1uous of the audience, or amateurish, for the lighting 
engineer to wander up through the audience who arc expecting 1he play to start, and to do ii again after the interval. 
Also after the interval, we were treated to constant braying laughter from the back of the theatre: obviously, the direc
tion thought that we all needed waking up. We didn't: we were all enjoying 1he experience of what was happening on 
1he stage. 

A.E.R. 

FALLOW LANDS Raw Cotton Theatre Company 

Fa/lowlands was perhaps one of the most interesting pieces of theatre to come to the Powell Theatre recently. 
Although comparatively 1radi1ional in terms of staging - it made li11le use of the sophisticated lighting equipment 
available, and the set was for the most part more firmly rooted in reality 1han some of the more physically abstract plays 
that have appeared lately - it packed a very solid punch; and this solidity came about as the result of a very high stan
dard of acting and of writing. 

To start with 1he acting: the play is set in Dorset, and all its characters are Dorset countryfolk. very similar to those 
who live in Sherborne. The accents of the characters were perfect (something very hard to manage, as was seen in the re
cent productions of Roots): the cast could have walked straight on stage off the s1ree1 - and 1his is particularly im
pressive in a company hailing from 'oop North'. The characters themselves were acted in a totally committed manner; it 
was almost as if we were spying on real people. 

The play itself dealt with the continual contrast between the old and 1hc new inherent in modern country life. The 
old is represented by the force of tradition - so, for example, Dad Blewitt (the head of 1he Blewi11 family) raises pigs in 
a traditional tender manner - while the new destroys that tradition: Mervin Blewi11 (Dad's son) slaughters the pigs that 
Dad rears so 1ha1 1hey can be processed and turned into sausages. The new is very impersonal and uncaring. For ex
ample, the new Vicar of the parish does not know (and doesn't rea lly care) about Dad and his death; and 1he pregnant 
worker in 1he new factory - Lesley - is treated just as a normal worker and, in her weakened state, given a strong 
person's work; she is a robot for working, not an individual with needs of her own. 

The 'new' Mervin is, in a sense, redeemed by Lesley - or, at least, by his love for her. He falls in love with her and 
as a result begins to live wi1h her; he leaves his bru1al job at the factory and they go to live in a field and live on what 
they produce themselves; a return to 1he more natural, 1radi1ional older way broughl about by the idea of caring. 
However, even this idyllic dream is shattered; the New intrudes once again: a pylon is to be built on the site of Mervin 
and Lesley's caravan, and 1hey are to be evicted. 

However, Fa/lowlands does not jus1 treat this clash be1ween 1he old and 1he new as a modern issue. A sense of 
timelessness is created as the play refers back to an uncertainly-si1uated agricultural past in which 1he events of the play 
are echoed - and the play ends this Lime with a mediaeval Mervin figure being killed for a crime that he has commi11ed 
against the New. 

Thus, the play itself is a proic~st agains1 the destructive aspec1s of progress. In a sense, in progress the unsatisfactory 
pas1 is destroyed; but this destruction must no1 be wanton and blind - and this is how progress is presented in 
Fa/lowlands. 

A. Robenson 
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Reading Between the Lines 

Some Thoughts on Inter-railing 

When I was first asked to write an article about 
inter-railing for The Shirburnian, I honestly could 
not think of a more boring thing to have described 
in such a magazine, as all it would consist of would 
be 'got off the train, wandered around, took a 
couple of pictures, said "isn '1 this nice", and got 
back on another train.' But I was mistaken; for the 
powers-that-be required more of a how and why 
piece, full of useful information for other Shirbur
nians thinking of inter-railing. 

The first question that needs to be answered is: 
Why? Why do I need to see other parts of Europe if 
there are various documentaries on various aspects 
of various countries that we call our European 
neighbours, and an untold number of books from 
which we could gain a reasonable knowledge. The 
fact is that all you would gain would be a 
reasonable knowledge; nothing can give you the 
feel and atmosphere of a completely foreign place 
apart from standing in the middle of it, absorbing 
every last ounce of it. Thal is the most obvious 
reason and there are many other factors that con
tribute to the desire to go around Europe, but I 
think it's best that you go for your own reasons and 
with your O\\O motivation. 

The other big question which stands between 
you and your 'dream holiday' is: How? It is not ac
tually that hard 10 get the different things together 
and go, but there are one or two things which do re
quire some attention. The first and probably the 
most important thing to work out is who you are 
going to go with. The chances are that, at some 
point in your life in and out of Sherborne, you will 
naturally find someone who has the same interest in 
Europe and fascination with trains as you have. 
The one thing you have to bear in mind is that the 
person or people you go with will be virtually the 
only English speaking people you will meet, so 
think about it before diving in. 1 think I was pretty 
lucky with my partner in that we never really fell 
out, except over money, which had a definite air of 
dominance over the holiday. 

The general assumption which can be made 
about the holiday's finance is that, however much 
you take, you will never have enough. As a rough 
starter you need about £500 (this leads me to the 
one and only advantage of a £300 holiday in 
Benidorm for two weeks, as they strike me as the 
most boring thing on earth). The £500 can be split 
roughly into £200 for tickets and £300 for spending 
on the essentials of the tour. There are various ways 
of carrying your cash around with you; l took 
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Eurocheques which were reasonably convenient. 
They are a little more expensive than travellers' 
cheques but they can be used in a 101 of shops and 
bars in most towns in Europe. 1 think you need 
your parents' consent if you are under 18, and a lot 
of cash in the bank if you are over 18. Mark, my 
partner in crime, took travellers' cheques, which 
can only be cashed in banks or exchange offices. 
Their advantage is that they are replaced quickly if 
you lose them or have them stolen - eh, Mark! As 
Mark can confirm, it is advisable 10 keep a very 
close eye on your cheques and to keep a record of 
which ones have been used. I made the mistake of 
not doing this, and spent a number of days convinc
ed that somebody was living it up with a couple of 
my cheques. 

The tickets you require are preuy simple. All 
you need as a minimum are a cross-channel ferry 
ticket, which is about £21, and the actual inter-rail 
ticket. The inter-rail ticket is just a front cover with 
your name and passport number on it and a series 
of blank pages into which you put where you would 
like to get to next and get it stamped at the ticket 
office. In some countries you have 10 pay sup
plements for fast or comfortable trains, especially 
in Germany, where we were convinced they were 
making us pay for the 2 - 0 lead we've got. There 
are two types of ticket available; the normal Inter
rail which is £149 and the Inter-rail plus Boat 
Ticket, which gives you either free or reduced fares 
on a number of European ferries, though unfor
tunately not the British ferries, which are yet to fall 
into line with the rest of Europe (what a surprise!) 

A rucksack is a must for every discerning inter
railer, because it is the most convenient way to 
carry everything, especially when running along 
platforms, looking for empty compartments in 
trains with a hundred or so inter-railers with the 
same thought as you stampeding after you. It is best 
to get one with a frame inside it and not too many 
pockets on the outside, as this tempcs you to put 
things like Walkmans in them, and the ligh1-
fingered Italians are expert at checking all easily ac
cessible orifices on your baggage. As far as clothes 
go, it is best 10 stick to the shorts and T-shirt doc
trine, as we found. Any more than one change of 
relatively smart clothes is foolish as (a) 1 doubt you 
will ever have a use for them and (b) they are 
guaranteed lo be very badly treated. A sleeping bag 
and carrymat (foam mat for sleeping on) are essen
tial, as you are bound to end up sleeping on stations 
some nights. A sheet sleeping-bag is necessary in 



most youth hostels, but don't forget to try and 
wash it every now and then. 

You will spend what seems to be your entire 
month waiting for trains, so it is strongly advisable 
to take along some entertainment - books, cards 
and Walkman. Having said that, we did not take 
any of the above and still managed to keep 
ourselves occupied, though at times we were very 
desperate. A little blow-up cushion was undoubted
ly the best little knick-knack I took: it allowed one 
to get some form of support from the continually 
vibrating Lrain. 

Sleeping is one thing you wiJJ not really be doing 
a l~t of, unless ~ou go ~or youth hostels every night, 
which does begin to hit Lhe finances after a while. 
Youth hostels are about £6 a night. For that you get 
a bed and a shower, with the chance of hot 
~hoco_late and rolls for breakfast. An evening meal 
is available but we thought of it as a bit of a risk in 
respect of the quality and quantity you would get 
for the precious money you had paid so for the 
majority of the time we opted for th~ bread and 
nutella option. We found we could just about sur
vive on that, even if it was a bit monotonous. 

The one time we did eat properly was when we 
turned up at various friends' houses. Here we have 
another simple but useful tip: scrounge as many 
nights with friends and relatives as possible. We 
stayed with a cousin of mine and some friends of 
Mark's parents, who were extremely nice, which 
made a tremendous difference half-way through 
Europe. The actual route you take is totally up to 
you and you can change it as you go along to suit 
ho~ you feel at any one time. The only factor 
which can have an effect on your movements is the 
fact that you have to be back at the Channel by the 
end of the four weeks for which the ticket is valid. 
Some places are more interesting than others, but 
you cannot tell this until you get there. We went on 
the theory that if a town or area seemed boring 
after a couple of days we would move on in search 
of something better. But it is always best to try and 
get a guide book or map and try and see if there is 
anything that really takes your fancy before moving 
on. 
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The last thing I would like to touch on is the one 
or two things which shouJd be avoided. The first 
thing to avoid is Yugoslavia. It is a real hole and I 
would not go back there again unless I was paid a 
large sum, in sterling. This is actually a very silly 
thing to say, considering I spent a total of sixteen 
hours in Belgrade, but l just could not believe that 
my Inter-rail ticket could take me so far back in 
time; l would not have been surprised to have seen 
Comrade Tito up on a soap box, urging the workers 
to stick out the inflation and degradation for a little 
longer. The length and horror of the journey out 
of Yugoslavia was a true nightmare and can never 
truly be put on to paper. 

The only advice I can give to anyone going on a 
really grim train is: do not sit anywhere near 
Americans, as they have the sLrange ability to moan 
and whine about everything, thus denying you any 
chance of sleep (as if the Turk trying to sell your 
trainers to his neighbour was not enough). 

Another niggling little problem which did upset 
our holiday was the Italians (sorry, Doc.). They are 
probably the most divided nation we visited in that 
the majority of the population were terror;, and it 
was only when you got out into the country that the 
people were at all hospitable to you. Admittedly 
this kin_d of contradiction is found everywhere, but 
to me u seemed more acute here than anywhere 
else, the best example of it being that on the inter
city trains they have the pair of greasy wops with 
light fingers who ask you for a cigarette as you are 
about to chuck them out of the window after they 
have opened up your rucksack and browsed 
through the contents (cigarettes my rear end!); and 
then. you are invited in for meals by their country 
cousms. There are a lot of con-men looking for 
young people, who have more than Likely run out of 
mo~ey, to carr~ drugs or whatever around Europe, 
so JUSt be a bit doubtful when this nice-looking 
young man offers you a beer, a meal, and a ride in 
his car. 

I have thousands of little hints and tips to give 
pot~ntial Inter-railers, but then half the fun of go
mg 1s to learn of all the pitfalls of being away from 
beer and chips in front of the box for a month -
unless you go to Benidorm. 

H. Savage-Bailey 



THE SHIRBURNIAN CENSUS 

Towards the middle of this term 135 members of the lower school, 90 members of the upper school and 
25 masters were asked to complete a questionnaire. Our aim was to test the School's general awareness of 
selected external issues and to seek their opinions upon various aspects of these issues. 

We considered three important areas of concern: politics, the arts and the environmem - areas in 
which we felt those privileged with an education such as ours should not be entirely ignorant; the sub
sequent write-up will reveal the accuracy (or otherwise) of this supposition. 

The sample was selected randomly by taking the first five alphabetic members of each year group in 
each House. They then completed the questionnaire. Although this 'event' was supervised on a House 
basis by members of the Shirbumian board, housemasters and tutors, a high degree of collaboration was 
still evident in the responses. This has been commented upon in the write-up and, although contrary to the 
initial intentions of the census, brought up some intersting points of a different nature. 

Finally, it has to be pointed out that as the numbers involved in each group (upper, lower and masters) 
are so diverse, percentage comprisons are liable to some disrortion. However, we are confident that the 
random nature of our sampling has counteracted any false interpretations thus made. 

Politics 
1. Name FIVE members of the Cabinet 

(excluding the Prime Minister). 

M u L 

2. Name the Prime Minister before Mrs. 
Thatcher 
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3. Which national utilities are currently being 
advertised prior to privatisation? 

100 

15 

••• 50 

25 

0 M u L 

4. Who is the new President of South Africa? 

100 

75 

Off .so 

2.S 

0 
M u L 



The average Shirburnian 's awareness of political 
activity definitely leaves room for improvement; in 
fact you could say it was verging on abysmal. Out 
of 225 people only 19 could name five members of 
the cabinet correctly, let alone their ministerial 
posts, and by no means were those all in the VI 
form. Possibly this would not seem so feeble if the 
majority of the remainder had managed 10 name at 
least 3 or 4 members, but overall 136 of those asked 
couldn't remember more than two. 

Now, sixth formers may be quietly reassuring 
themselves that the bulk of this ignorance lies with 
the Junjors; however, the fact that the only person 
in Wallace to name five members correctly was in 
the fourth form and that in Westcou only one 
Senior managed the task, whereas three Juniors 
were able to, must cast a little doubt over the mat
ter. The most popular minister, or at least the best
known, was the ex-chancellor Nigel Lawson, (no 
doubt many would have difficulty naming his suc
cessor), closely followed by Howe, Hurd, Ridley, 
Baker and occasionally Parkinson, Major or Pat
ten. In general the incorrect answers were accept
ably incorrect, including Channon, Tebbit and 
Heseltine; but sixth formers suggesting Hattersley, 
Owen and Archer is slightly worrying. Inevitably, 
many Juniors mistook the 'Cabinet' to mean any 
politican; however, it seems that they even had 
difficulty with this; wrong answers included Scar
gjll, Murdoch and Bob Geldof. Generally the staff 
succeeded, with a few exceptions, including two 
scientists who could not name more than two. 
Naturally they were unsupervised, allowing 
possibly a little room for correction - it was slight
ly suspicious when, on one form from a master, 
four correct members of the cabinet were scribbled 
on in a different ink! 

5. Who do you think poses the greater threat to 
world peace: Bush or Gorbachov? 
(You may answer by writing: Bush, 
Gorbachov, Neither, Don't know) 

u 

44 people, overall, managed to name Callaghan 
as the last Prime Minister which is possibly a more 
reasonable success rate, considering the time lapse. 
Wrong answers were generally educated guesses, in
cluding Heath, Foot and Wilson; although there 
were a surprising number of Kinnocks, Heseltines 
(who is actually a likely candidate for the next 
P.M.!), Macmillans and even a few Chamberlains 
and Churchills - from both lower and upper 
school. Maybe it is a little suspicious that ten out of 
the fifteen Digby Juniors got the correct answer! 
The staff were correct with the exception of one 
scientist - they do, however, have the obvious ad
vantage of age. 

Only 280Jo knew that both the electricity and 
water boards were being advertised prior to 
privatisation, but it is encouraging that the bulk of 
the remainder at least had noticed that water was 
soon to be funded by shareholders. Maybe the 
government's extensive and expensive advertising 
campaign has not been entirely in vain or possibly 
trus ever money-oriented society of ours has created 
keen young investors. Again the staff were im
pressive, although it seems a few failed to recognise 
the questions required a plural answer. 

L 

Nearly 350Jo had observed that F. W. de Klerk 
bas emerged as the new president of South Africa. 
A few maintained that Botha was still in power and 
the majority left a blank. A few Juniors ironically 
suggested that the Reverend Desmond Tutu was the 
new leader of apartheid and one insisted that the 
late, notorious ex-president of the PhilJipines was 
South Africa's president! With one exception, 
agrun a scientist, the staff were entirely correct. 
Possibly, therefore, it wouldn't seem too un
necessary to suggest that the School pay a lillle 
more auention to the daily papers. 

M 
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6. Would you support proportional 
representation? 
(Yes, No, Don't know) 

u 

7. Do you think the Monarchy has any useful 
role today? 
(Yes, No, Don't know) 

y 

u 

8. Do you think the Church should concern 
its elf with poll tics? 
(Yes, No, Don't know) 

y 
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Somewhat surprisingly, maybe, the School is 
largely divided over most political issues included in 
the census. Opinions over the largest threat to 
world peace were evenly divided between Gor
bachev, Bush and 'don't know'. Maybe it is a little 
disconcerting to see that the majority have such 
liule faith in the two leaders who have shown the 
most progress towards world peace. The staff were 
a little more optimistic, largely declaring that 
neither was any threat. 

Most Seniors did not support proportional 
representation, which must be expected in such an 
establishment as this. In contrast, two-thirds of the 
masters were in favour. Unfortunately it seems that 
most of the Juniors had little idea of what propor
tional representation was. 

Pleasantly, the majority of the School still had a 
fervent faith in their monarchy. Maybe a little sur
prisingly in the light of other opinions, the 
republicans were best represented in the lower 
school, whereas royalis1 sympathy was most ada-

mant ·amongst the staff. The most obvious dif
ference in opinion, however, concerned the church 
and politics, where, while over three-quarters of the 
School denounced religious interference, two-thirds 
of the staff insisted it was necessary. This obviously 
is not a question of religious attitude. Most likely, it 
would seem, the School is tired of such persons as 
Ian Paisley and the Bishop of Durham ranting on 
the news, whereas the masters take the more liberal 
view that everyone should have the right to express 
his religious views. 

Altogether it seems 1hat the School as a whole is 
fairly ignorant of political mailers, which is rather 
worrying since when they come to vote this ig
norance may remain. Surely it is important that the 
School should take a greater interest in what will 
restrict and affect their lives. As we would hope, the 
masters have a much greater awareness of politics 
and perhaps this census may cause a little friction 
between the Arts and the Sciences! 

R. Dymock-Maunsell 

The Arts 
/. Name a living poet. 

"• 

2. Name a nineteenth ce111ury British artist. 
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3. Name a post-war composer of classical 
music. 

... 

4. Name a seventeenth century literary work 
and its author. 

... 



democracy and that in general the School is very 
much aware that the greater part of this century has 
been spent in effons to protect this freedom. This 
awareness throughout the School is demonstrated 
by the results. 

840/o of the masters thought that this freedom of 
expression should be upheld and that the Govern
ment should not have the right to ban books, 7611Jo 
of the upper school agreed, whilst 680Jo of the lower 
school also concurred. 

These figures can be explained by chronology. 
Some masters have experienced all these effons to 
save our democracy, some only the more recent ef
forts of the 'cold war'. but all must have been 
affected by the determination of the democratic 
world not 10 give way. Without the benefit of such 
direct experience the upper school are still by 
necessity aware of these worldly traumas. The 
GCSE history course which most of us have ex
perienced with varying degrees of pleasure attaches 
much importance to them. Having yet to experience 
the delights of this course the majority of the lower 
school are less aware of lhese events and are con
sequently less able to comprehend the importance 
attached by many people to basic democratic 
freedoms such as the freedom of expression. 

It could of course be that those who think that 
the Government should have the right to ban books 
find that their concern for national security over-

rides any moral stances they may take up over 
democratic freedom. However, in the cases of Spy. 
catcher and The Satanic Verses 1 can see no signific
ant threat to British security, merely acute govern
mental embarrasment and a slight problem with the 
law and order of our Muslims. 

The morality of a Shirburnian is not a subject 
which 1 wish to entertain at any length. It is, 
however, a good indicator as to the depth of a Sher
borne education that these results demonstrate a 
toughening of our moral stance as we progress 
through the School which can only be of benefit to 
us in the future. 

Conclusion 
The School demonstrated a fair degree of com

petence in their artistic awareness. The results as 
one would expect became less auspicious as one 
progressed down from the masters to the lower 
school. Most people held some sort of view on the 
questions of opinion and, while the views of the 
School were often united, those of the masters 
often differed from the School's. Is this an indic
ation of the long-supposed rift between masters 
and boys or merely an assertion of the generation 
gap between us? I will leave you to dwell upon the 
matter. 

J. Alderson 

The Environment 

I. What exactly does CFC stand for? 
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2. Which planet was most recently 
photographed by the Voyager spacecraft? 
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3. What is the European Commission for the 
Environment currently intending to sue 
Britain for? 
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The analysis of the section on environment was 
most interesting owing to the fact that environ
mental issues have become very topical over recent 
years. It is difficult to comment generally on the 
results of 1he factual section because they vary bet
ween the questions. The proportion of people able 
to answer 1he first question correctly was surpris
ingly low as this is the most important issue that is 
in contention, affecting, as it does, us mere mortals 
of the general public so much. With 1he ozone layer 
being monitored so frequently, and when we are 
harrassed from all sides to buy 'ozone-friendly' 
products, I was surprised by the number of people 
who really knew what CFC's are, even amongst 
staff, some or whom go as far as to proclaim that 
they are never wrong. This assumption seems to be 
attached to the English department, so it was lucky 
that the papers were anonymous, given that the 
staff could only boast a less than 75% correct rate. 
It is difficult to criticize too much, however, and I 
suppose that it should be encouraging to think that 
at least all groups managed to surpass the 50% bar
rier. 

One attitude that the School holds that was 
revealed - nothing to do with the census but still 
interesting - is the necessity that certain people 
felt to make ridiculous answers in a desperate bid to 
disguise their ignorance. There were many such at
tempts 10 concoct phrases that fitted in with the in
itials, although there were some which even did not 
bother to go as far as that. For ins1ance there was a 
case of a lower school boy in School House who 
though that the initials stood for 'Carlo Ferrario 
and Company'. which shows the innuence and the 
aura of rumours that accompany all members of 
staff. Of course 1here were some educated guesses, 
like the upper school member of Wallace House 
who had obviously racked his brains for the 
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4. Name two environmental pressure groups. 
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answer, but when this failed settled for •a very 
naughty propellant', whilst one of his peers in the 
same situation gave 1he offering of 'things that ruin 
the ozone layer'. There was also a certain element 
who could not resist the auraction of the FC at the 
end, so I was bombarded with numerous football 
clubs, which was unfortunate in the light of the fac1 
that this section was about the environment. I feel 
that 1here are few environmentally friendly football 
clubs, and if there were Chelsea would certainly not 
be included in that category. 

Although all Houses in the School are provided 
with a range of newspapers to read, the two ques
tions that were in need or knowledge of current af
fairs produced the worst results. with both the up
per and lower school failing to pass the 50010 mark 
in reaching the correct answer. For Ques1ion Two I 
was treated to every single planet in the solar 
system, with Mars and Uranus competing to be the 
most common wrong answer. It was on this ques
tion that the Masters also fell to their lowest level of 
knowledge, but it is commendable to note that this 
lowest level was 63%. 

The question that caused the most problems for 
the School and highlighted 1he area lacking in 
knowledge was Question Three, where the lower 
school slumped 10 only 27% knowing the correct 
answer. However, if you think 1hat this deficiency 
or knowledge is a matter for criticism, it should be 
said that the wrong answers that were advanced 
were intelligent. The environmental topics of 
sewage polJution in the North Sea, the state or the 
English beaches, and acid rain were some of the 
most commonly suggested. In this quetion everyone 
who made an effort to answer the question did so 
educatedly, so ii revealed that even if the correct 
answer was not known, many of the environmental 
issues that are often in the limelight are realised. 



The results for the final question, naming two 
environmental pressure groups, were mixed. Here 
the staff took the opportunity to excel themselves, 
with 930/o reaching the right answer. However, 
whilst marking the scripts or the staff, 1 was unsure 
whether it was just one man who had answered this 
question for everybody, as 96% of those who 
answered the question right put down exactly the 
same groups. Another interesting fact that came 
out of these answers was that a staggering 870Jo of 
the sample put down Greenpeace for one of the en
vironmental groups. There was clearly in this ques
tion, as in the first, the opportunity for the born 
joker to show off his skills so that he would have 
something to tell his friends: responses included 
ET A, the I RA and the Nazi-neo fascists, all to the 
credit of School House. Some of the genuine 
answers, especially from the determined lower 
school gave rise to amusement, when in the 
category of environmental pressure groups come 
Childline and the National Trust. 

5. Do you make any effort to buy recycled 
paper and 'ozone-friendly' products? 
(Yes, No) 

y 

M 

N 

6. Would you be prepared to sacrifice the speed 
and convenience of vehicles run on petrol for 
the sake of the environment? 
(Yes, No, Don't know) 

y 

N 

M 

L 

L 

Looking at the results as a whole, you find what 
you would expect, with the staff always topping the 
league for the highest number of correct answers, 
and the lower school bringing up the rear. 
However, looking at the results to the current af
fairs questions, namely two and three, does give rise 
to the question of whether it is worth going to the 
effort and extra expense of buying a selection of 
newspapers each school day, when only a small pro
portion of the pupils read them. I also think that 
another reason for the pattern of results is that 
knowledge increases with age, owing to the fact that 
as you progress through the School, or through 
your life, you become more aware of the issues that 
are going to affect you; so in a way it is the pupils in 
the School itself who should be taking the most in
terest in the state of the environment as it is they 
who are going to be affected by it the most. 
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7. Would you support The Green Party in an 
election? 
(Yes, No, Possibly) 

p 

N 
) 

M 

8. Do you think man is taking the 
environmental problem seriously enough? 
(Yes, No, Don't know) 

N 

M 

N 

The second part of this section gave people the 
chance to express their views and opinions about 
the environment. The first question saw very en
couraging results, with the majority of all people 
saying that they make an effort to buy recycled 
paper and ozone-friendly products. In a way I think 
that this was the most important question in deter
mining the general attitude to the environmental 
issue. This showed that the vast majority of people 
involved in the census do realise the problem of the 
decreasing ozone layer and are making an effort to 
do something about it, and to take action on a local 
scale. It is also interesting to note that it is the lower 
school that has the highest proportion of people 
who do not make the effort to buy these products. 
This illustrates a point already made: that at the age 
of those in the lower school you are not really 
bothered by issues such as these. 

L 

L 

53 

u 

N 

u 

The answers to the second opm1on ques
tion - whether you would be prepared co sacrifice 
the speed aod convenience or vehicles run on petrol 
for the sake of the environment - were surprising. 
l have a feeling that here the full extent of the con
sequences of such a decision were not realised, as 
practically over half of both the staff and the upper 
school affirmed that they would discard their petrol 
run vehicles. Before seeing the answers to this ques
tion I had predicted that it would probably have 
been the lower school who would have agreed to 
sacrificing their petrol run vehicles, as they would 
not have developed views about the convenience of 
cars due to the fact that they would not have had 
the experience of driving one for themselves. 
Therefore it is astonishing to see that it was the staff 
who had the highest percentage of people saying 
that they would give up their vehicles, as they have 



Thanks must go to Lino, our native guide, for 
the advice and help he gave us, despite our unwill
ingness to communicate, and for recording us all 
when we were barely able to walk straight. His 
niece, Isabel, also guided us, and at least three 
members of the party managed to secure her ad
dress. Most of all, though, our thanks must go to 
PTS for his immaculate organisation and unending 

tolerance towards a group of boys who, at I 
were well behaved and slightly shy. I would 
hesitate to recommend the trip to anyone 
wants an introduction to Spain or wishes co spe 
week in pleasant company and surroundings. 
very cheap rate. 

J. Nu 

The Concert Band 

Tour to Bavaria and Austria 

Having had a barbeque and after spending the 
Saturday night of Commem. in Wallace we left 
Sherborne on Sunday morning. There was only a 
minor delay crossing the channel and so we arrived 
in the small Bavarian town of Konigsee, where we 
were to stay the week, in time for lunch the next 
day. That afternoon we spent looking around the 
town. Konigsee is beside a very clean lake and is 
surrounded by partly-wooded mountains. There 
were plenty of walks and a bobsleigh run to ex
plore. We spent all of Tuesday 4th July on an ex
cursion to Kitzbuhel and Worgl. We amused 
ourselves for about two hours in Kiczbuhel, which 
is famous as both a summer and winter resort. It is 
described as having 'retained its character of a little 
walled town' . Then we left for Worgl, where we 
first had lunch and then played our first concert. 
We performed in a small park just off the town cen
tre; unfortunately the concert was not up to the 
usual standard, which resulted in a band practice 
that evening, back at Konigsee. 

Wednesday saw another day trip, this time to 
Zell am See. After we had eaten packed lunches, we 
played in a pavilion beside a large lake. This time 
the concert went well, which gave us great satisfac
tion. As in all the towns we visited, we were given a 
large amount of free time to do what and go where 
we wanted in the town. On our return to Konigsee 
we all went on an interesting boat trip on the Jake. 
The lake was huge and at one end was surrounded 
by bare rock and snow-capped mountains. The 
whole area is very beautiful. After our evening meal 
some people entertained themselves in the hotel, 
others went for walks and there were also bars and 
a casino in the town. 

On Thursday we went to Berchtesgarten, first of 
all. It was another clear, hot day, although, as usual 
there, it rained a Httle in the evening. 

Berchtesgarten is a nice old town. We played in 
a large park where, to our delight, many people 
gathered. As with all our concerts, it was informal 

and open-air. Afterwards, between g1vmg 
autographs to a couple of enthusiastic spectati 
we ate more packed lunches. At first, these had 
a little to be desired but that was soon sorted c 
We then rushed off to go down some salt mi1 
which were fascinating. We dressed up in the ti 
itional dress and were then taken down into 
mine by 'authentic' mine wagons, but, later 
another method to get down was to slide dow 
IOOft Jong shute and across a large undergro1 
salt lake on rafts. We were shown the history ft 
when mining first started there to the complic< 
system today and the different techniques, dow1 
the mines. The trip was altogether very interest1 

Back at Konigsee we had a quick meal bet 
setting off to what was probably the highlight of 
tour. Mr. and Mrs. Clarke had arranged for u 
play in one of the busiest squares in Salzburg. 
played outside a leading restautant which, as its 
pearance suggested, had a very good reputati 
We attracted our largest crowds in that square 
so were invited back the next evening. 

On Friday morning we left early to spend 
whole day in Salzburg. We looked aro1 
Mozart's birthplace and then were free until fou 
the afternoon, when we played in the fam 
MirabeU Gardens. As with aU the concerts, 
played a varied programme of both classical m· 
and jazz. Later we were free to do what we war 
in Salzburg until our evening concert. 

Our last concert went well; the swing band : 
played and were, as usual, very popular. On Sa 
day we had no fixtures during the day but set ofl 
the return journey late in the afternoon. 

The major criticisms about the tour were of 
hotel and the food. The food was not that nice, 
was there much of it; and the hotel was not as g• 
as we had expected. But having said that, I tr 
that most of us enjoyed it overall and we were ' 
grateful to Mr. Clarke for organising it. 

E. 
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Building the Future 

Architecture in Sherborne 

Many objections have been raised, primarily 
from boys in the 6th form, following the addition 
of the JCR and the new Modern Language block to 
the School. The recent edition of The Executioner 
voiced many complaints, which, although satirical, 
seem to be shared by many boys throughout the 
School. For example, the JCR was likened to an 
airport lounge, and the new Modern Language 
block described as nothing more than a prison. The 
editor even mentioned 'the waves of depression that 
sweep through me on sighting our own blot on the 
landscape'. 

Why should these two new and important 
buildings have been rejected so swiftly by many 
boys? Why have the other recent school buildings 
(such as the Turing Block and the Powell Theatre) 
not attracted this level of contempt? What exactly is 
the matter with them? 

Earlier this year, tbe Prince of Wales opened his 
exhibition entitled 'A Vision of Britain' at the Vic
toria and Albert Museum. In tbe exhibition, he 
developed some of the themes he explored in his 
previous television programme. He said that his 
chief aim was 'to try and create discussion about 
the built environment, and to challenge the 
fashionable theories of a professional practice 
which has made the layman feel he has no 
legitimate opinions.' 

The centrepiece of his exhibition was his '10 
principles' of architecture, to which he believes that 
all architecture should now refer. He is, in a sense, 
leading a popular crusade calling for a revival of 
classical ideas in architecture. Classicism appeals, 
he thinks, to the individual's sense of what is good. 
In contrast, 'Modernism' is bogged down in 
nonsensical dogma, competes with nature, and has 
seen fit to reject the lessons of the past. 

Whether he has directly innuenced certain views 
in Sherborne on the subject of our two new 
buildings is questionable. The Prince has, however, 
attacked many prominent new national buildings, 
mainly on the grounds that they do not fit correctly 
into their environment. In July this year, having 
criticized the ugly post-war tower blocks built to 
house the population after the Blitz, he began to 
turn upon the new modern skyline of London. It 
was at this point that the architectural profession, 
who had previously supported his efforts to aid the 
redevelopment of Britich architecture, fell the need 
co speak out in their defence; and Max Hutchinson, 
President of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, spoke of the need to redress the balance 
of the debate. 

One of the many buildings the Prince criticized 
was the National Theatre. He claimed this building 
to be 'a clever way to build a nuclear power station 
in the middle of London'. This is just one modern 
building exemplifying what he seems to see as a pre
sent building boom. As he asks: how good is all this 
new development? 

In the case of the National Theatre, the architect 
Sir Denys Lasdun replied to Prince Charles' 
criticism, that the Prince had not taken into 
account the way the building functions as a whole. 
The building was fundamentally designed with 
respect to Epidorus, in Greece, so that it was 
designed upon classical themes; and so that the 
design of the function of the building as a whole 
was a more imponant matter than the superficiality 
of the 'style' of the building. The building is con
structed from concrete, a material the architect 
chose to express form, surface and space. He used 
concrete also in the interior of the building, to blur 
the division between the interior and exterior of the 
building, and in this way gives the main theatre an 
outdoor 'ambience' recalling a feature of Epidorus, 
an outdoor theatre. 

Another building which has also attracted much 
criticism from Prince Charles is the British Library. 
This is as yet unfinished, and as the Prince had not 
visited the building site, his criticisms seemed, at 
least, 'off-hand'. The Prince criticized the building 
on the grounds that it was impossible to tell that it 
even was a library, let alone a great national 
building. However, the building has been praised 
by others as 'a very fine solution to a very difficult 
problem' . It is evident that the Prince did not con
sider, when criticizing the building, the nature of 
the original brief, and the physical constraints of 
the si te. The architect divided the building into two 
separate libraries, thus preventing what could have 
been an immense and monotonous building. 
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Ironically, the building happens to comply with 
several of the Prince's views on architectural 
clarity, in terms of 'scale', 'sympathy to surround
ings' and in the materials used. 

It seems apparent therefore that the new 
Modern Language block and JCR have suffered 
from a similar type of off-hand rejection. Both 
buildings were designed by Tim McBean, a local 
architect based in Sherborne. When designing any 
building, the architect will inevitably be faced with 
the task of solving many problems that evolve dur
ing the process of design and construction. The 
finished buildings were, therefore, the solution of 
these problems under the essential guidelines given 
in the brief. 



Six Shirburnian 6th formers were included in the 
design team, as well as the Modern Language staff, 
the Headmaster, and the architect. It was by in
cluding boys to decide the outcome of the building 
that it was hoped to make the Modem Language 
block suitable for the needs of all who would be 
using the building. 

The original site for the building was rec
tangular, which obviously decided the shape the 
new building would take. This produced the bold 
front fa~ade of the building, which was in turn 
broken up by columns regularly placed down the 
front of the building, similar in form to those found 
in the older school buildings. It is this bold fasade 
which is often criticized: have the pillars which at
tempt to break up the front of the building simply 
been missed? Understand that the design of the in
terior o f the classrooms was responsible for the 
basic appearance of the outside of the building, 
(rather than the outside shell defining the interior's 
outcome): the building is essentially formed from 
the basic dimensions of the individual classrooms. 
Many other disciplines affected the final design of 
the building, including the planning authorities and 
the budget. Most obvious of all is the application of 
the adage 'form follows function'; and who would 
contest that the buildings do not function well? ln 
any case, maintains Tim McBeao, the building is 
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simply a block of classrooms. There can be no 
justification in disguising these classrooms as a 
palace. 

Tim McBean's building adhered to some of 
Prince Charles' disciplines, too. So many of the 
cri ticisms have been launched at the large scale pro
jects; but let 's look down at our own surroundings: 
architecture affects the quality of our own environ
ment, even the quality of our own lifestyle. It also 
reflects the type of society we live in. Does the 
School want to project a favourable image through 
its new buildings? 

Of course, the greatest buildings are those 
which, when you look at them, really take your 
breath away. They are exceptionally well designed, 
they are easily maintained. All great buildings have 
also been those of their time. So whether they hap
pen to be 'post-modern', 'hi-tech' or even 
'classical', the style is a mere superficiality: the 
quality and design are the important factors. 

So, with luck, the Prince has begun a great 
national debate. But there is the eminent need to 
transcend mere matters of style, and to cover all 
aspects of architecture. One must hope that he will 
influence not only architecture itself, but con
sequently the quality of our life-styles and the even
tual prosperity of the nation. 

J. Mowbray 



Cricket 
1st XI 

Having read about, witnessed and discussed 
endlessly the problems affecting English Cricket 
this season, it was indeed exciting to be involved 
with young men rich in talent, anxious to improve 
and who seemed genuinely to enjoy playing the 
game of Cricket. A. E. Knight wrote in 1906: 'This 
wonderful passion, this comradeship of feeling, is 
often seen in school elevens, rarely in county or in
ternational sides to the same extent. ' 

It is the attitude to the game that concerns me 
most in coaching boys. As in any sport, enjoyment 
must be the first priority. In cricket, as in life itself, 
the enjoyment and satisfaction gained from a job 
well done is sufficient spur to greater efforts. I am 
reminded of the words of Lord Hawke: 'To my 
mind there are amenities in coaching, and if boys 
are either unduly scolded or drilled into unduly 
careful methods when batting, the only result is to 
sicken them of the game.' 

Enough of the philosophy. 1989 was indeed a 
memorable season. The weather was near perfect 
for playing cricket; the results were good; there 
were moments of great excitement; there were 
periods of almost insufferable tension; and there 
was great comradeship. 

Ben Atwell batted with great determination and 
responsibility, and Scott Stevens bowled with ag
gression and showed immense stamina, bowling 
long spells in the summer heat. Julian Pratt was 
always able to make a valuable contribution with 
the bat, or the ball, or in the field . Tom Batchelar 
began to harness his natural talent with sufficient 
concentration to make big scores. Mike Colby 
played some memorable strokes but all too often 
sacrificed his wicket too easily. James Tweedale 
played some exciting innings and is a natural timer 
of the ball. Marcus Ford is obviously ambitious to 
make big scores but needs to correct a few technical 
deficiences. He should prove an effective bowler 
for the XI next year. 

John de la Hey demonstrated that he was one of 
the two best wicketkeepers on the circuit and once 
again made a tremendous contribution to the team 
both on and off the field . Nick Macpherson never 
quite fulfilled his early promise or took the number 
of wickets one expected him to take. However, he 
bowled with much more control and confidence 
this year and made valuable contributions with the 
bat and in the field. 'Charlie' Clarke bowled ac
curately but without any luck and was a perfect foil 
for Scott Stevens. 

Apart from the individual performances, the 
greatest strengths of the XI were their outstanding 
fielding and their team spirit. The person largely 
responsible for this was the Captain, Stephen 
Leeke. He led with good judgement on the field and 
a sensible attitude off the field. It will not only be 
his contribution as a captain that will be 
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remembered but his marvellously controlled cen
tury against a talented M.C.C. side. I am indeed 
grateful for his enormous contribution to me per
sonally and to school cricket generally. 

Alan Willows also played a large and very im
portant part in the success of the XI. A tremendous 
enthusiast, Alan is able to convey this keenness to 
the boys and is always anxious for each member of 
the side to do well. Mike Earls-Davis proved yet 
again what a competent umpire he is, which is so 
important if the boys are to perform with con
fidence. Mervyn Brown provided the excellent play
ing surfaces both for games and practices which are 
so essential for boys to develop their talent at 
the game. My thanks to the ladies who served the 
lunches and teas with efficiency and good humour. 
Finally, a sincere thank-you to Rob Hands who 
scored so accurately, commented so intelligently 
and conversed so precisely. 

'A Cricketer is just a man with a clear eye, 
bronzed face, and athletic figure. He is usually 
somewhat lacking in general injormation, and is 
sometimes a poor conversationalist upon any but 
his own subject. He does not read much. On the 
other hand, he does not talk much about things he 
does not understand, which is a good trait. · 

With that quotation in mind I end my report. 
What follows is an account of the season by Rob 
Hands. 

Results: Played 17, Won 9, Lost 2, Drawn 6. 

Sherborne 189 all out 

M.D.N. 

Sherborne Town 204 - 7 dee. Lost by 15 runs 

Sherborne 231 - 3 dee. 
Dorset Rangers IOI all out Won by 130 runs 

Sherborne 160 all out 
Free Foresters 73 - 8 Drawn 

Sherborne I 02 - 2 
Bradfield 100 all out Won by 8 wickets 

Sherborne 125 - I 
Taunton 124 all out Won by 9 wickets 

Sherbome 156 - 4 
Millfield 241 - 5 dee. Drawn 

Sherbome 132 - 6 
King's Taunton 130 all out Won by 4 wickets 

Sherborne 254 - 5 dee. 
Clifton 168 - 6 Drawn 

Sherbome 255 - 5 
Can ford 147 - 8 Won by 108 runs (45 overs) 

Sherbome 144 - I 
Downside 143 all out Won by 9 wickets 



Sherbornc 192 - S Sherborne 204 all out 
Blundell'~ 191 all out Won by 5 wickets Haileybury 66 all out Won by 138 runs 

Shcrbornc 225 - 8 Shcrbornc 193 all out 
M.C.C. 116 - 7 Drawn Marlborough 194 - 6 Lost by 4 wickets 

Sher borne t S3 all out Sherbornc 250 - 7 dee. 
Radley 59 - 7 Drawn Cheltenham 213 - 9 Drawn 

Sherborne 227 - 9 R. Hands Pilgrim\ 90 all out Won b> 137 rum 

A VIEW FROM THE BOUNDARY 

The scene is Cheltenham: the Tucker pitch, July 
4th. The School are playing Marlborough in the 
Festival. Marlborough require a six off the last baJJ 
to win. Scott Stevens bowls a baU swinging into the 
leg stump and Longfield, their powerful number 
six, swings the bat beautifully for six runs over the 
sheds. Shcrbome's unbeaten school record is shat
tered with the season all but finished. Stevens is 
disconsolate; others hang their heads. However, 
back in the changing rooms, Scoll receives nothing 
but tremendous support from the whole team. 
That, for me, was one of the most moving moments 
of the whole term, in one of the darkest hours. 
Forget statistics, results, net practices, match 
reports. Team spirit and enjoyment are ultimately 
what the game should be played for, and Steve 
Leeke's side had that in abundance. I myself, an in
significant nut and bolt in the XI machine, found 
the friendliness, cheerfulness and willingness to co
operate a great atmosphere to come into. Everyone 
was prepared to work for and with one another; 
something that ''as perhaps lacking somewhat last 
year. They had dedication, putting much hard work 
and sweaty toil into perfecting technique -
hallmarks of a quality side. 

The pre-season worry was the obvious lack of a 
genuinely quick opening attack. Springfield was 
going to be a difficult act to follow and Knechtli 
was not going to be bowling. In the past, Sherborne 
have often blamed their good batting tracks for the 
dearth of fast bowlers from the School, and 
perhaps it is true. Yet I do believe that we do not do 
enough in the way of actually coaching bowlers, 
whereas batsmen get a lot of attention. Note that 
almost all our county players have been batsmen -
Nick Peters (Surrey) being the recent exception -
and certainly both our England players, A. W. Carr 
and David Sheppard. were otttstanding batsmen. 
As it happened, that was not a problem; in fact, 
quite the reverse. Scou Stevens took 44 wickets dur
ing the season and was a revelation. Despite his 
peculiar approach to the wicket and ungainly 
action, he hit the stumps eighteen times and was 
comprehensively our most penetrative bowler; as a 
consequence of that, he was sometimes overbowled 
owing to the lack of adequate replacement -
this was particularly marked at the Festival in the 
absence of Clarke. Charlie Clarke, his new-ball 
partner, was a perfect foil. I cannot quite gauge 
how man)' wickets Clarke might have helped 

Stevens obtain. but it was a fair number. Clarke 
was the unluckiest bowler by a long distance, pro
ducing some superb deliveries but never having the 
good fortune to take the wickets he deserved. Nick 
Macpherson, in his third year in the XI, never con
sistently displayed the experience and ability that he 
possesses. Several times, especially at King's, Taun
ton, he looked dangerous and a high class spinner. 
Too often he lacked control and was not a potent 
threat. Jn contrast, Julian Prall bowled consistent
ly, taking 33 wicket s and always containing. His 
performances with the ball showed maturity in spin 
bowling, and added to his undoubted potential with 
bat and in the field; he could develop into a fine all
rounder. That quartet carried the bulk of the bowl
ing, with contributions from Ford, Atwell and 
Tweedale. All three have a prospect of using the 
ball well, but none quite made it as a bowler in a 
way which would have seen them bowling more this 
year. They still have time, though. 

The batting tended to be dominated very much 
by one man: although Ben Atwell's season tailed 
off in the last week, he was an e.xample to everyone 
with his patience and technique. The fact that he 
rarely gave any chances until he was out, his dogged 
occupation of the crease, and his dedicated touch 
made him a man to watch. He has a lot to live up to 
next year, and what a year that could be. Atwell is 
certainly good enough. and responsible enough, to 
make sure that 1990 will be something special. 
Fatigue and the knowledge that success had already 
been achieved caused his downfall at the end of the 
season - he needs aims and ambitions like any 
good batsman. Tom Batchelar opened with Atwell, 
and their opening partnerships were often the 
strong foundation of the innings. Batchelar's seem
ingly carefree approach to the game and his natural 
talent made him an exciting player if a little un
concerned about geuing out in the forties. A little 
more professionalism would see Batchelar regularly 
picking up the big scores, even though his deter
mination and effort were undoubted. 

Steve Leeke was the entertainer, without doubt. 
His elegant, namboyant style oozed class at the 
wicket, and he worked hard to maintain his role as 
the senior batsman; often overshadowed by other 
batsmen who made bigger scores, he was almost 
always in the runs. No-one will forget his 
marvellous century against the MCC, the first ever 
against that illustrious club. A word here also about 
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Leeke as a cap1ain. Having led the School at times 
las1 year and 1hrough Barbados, he already had ob
vious qualities as a skipper. This year Leeke was a 
superb general, his tactical brain picking the right 
options all the time, his diplomacy second to none. 
The tribu1es will come far more from the players 
themselves, and 1hat, surely, is real praise. 

Mike Colby has impeccable timing and a great 
eye for the ball, but suffers too often from lapses in 
concentration. He could have scored a great many 
more runs with 1his relatively easy attribute. He 
always promised buL never rulfilled. Julian Pratt 
did not carry on improving from last year with the 
ba1, looking confident in the middle, but playing 
rash shots that his 1alent did no1 demand, when big
ger scores beckoned, James Tweedale was not really 
given a decent chance before half-term, but in June 
and July he batted extremely well, scoring 360 runs 
in 9 innings, including a blis1ering fifty off thiny
five balls against Canford and a polished eighty 
against the Pilgrims. He has a talent which could be 
mightily effective next year. Marcus Ford was the 
unlucky batsman in a sense, since he was never real
ly required to build an innings, bauing at seven in 
the order, and often got shon-changed. He has 
ability, however, and should prove an effective 
opener next year . John de la Hey, fidgety and quick 
between the wickets o la Randall, was a useful lower 
order batsman who invariably added valuable runs; 
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his Lriumph came al Cheltenham on 1he las1 day or 
the season: needing four runs to get into Wisden 
1990, the School going for the declaration, de la 
Hey hammered 1he ball over deep mid-wicket for 
six, 10 an ecstatic roar from the pavilion, Macpher
son, Clarke and S1evens were not or1en called 
upon, but always determined to try and score runs, 
as trusty 1aiJ-enders should. 

The fielding was in1eres1ing, ranging from blind
ing brilliance 10 silly mistakes. There were 
memorable efforis - Leckc agains1 the MCC, BaL
chelar agains1 Marlborough in the deep, Prall 's 
marvellous non-ca1ch a1 shor1-leg at Clifton. The 
ground fielding was generally good and the 1hrow
ing of a high s1andard. Occasional lapses of concen
tration caused mistakes, but fortuna1ely none too 
crucial. De la Hey's wicke1-keeping was excellen1 all 
year, culminating with a magniricen1 display in the 
Festival against Marlborough, under some real 
pressure. 

l have concentra1ed on individuals, and now 10 
lhe collec1ive team; the final results were very good, 
winning just over half the rix1ures played. One 
thing about Sieve Leeke's side was that 1hey played 
for a real result, rather than a tame draw. The loss 
to the Town in the opening game seemed dishean
ening, but a phoenix rose from those ashes and 
allowed 1he team an unbea1en run right up until the 
penultimate game against Marlborough. To beat 



Taunton was a special feat, and the draws against 
MCC and Radley were moral victories, among 
other tremendous tests or character. 

Highlights of the season that stand out to me, in 
retrospect, were: the four runs Habib of Taunton 
hit Stevens for on the first ball of the match and 
then Scott coming back to bowl him fourth ball; 
Fletcher (Millfield) hitting one awesome SIX way 
over long-on off Pratt; Julian's six hoisted over the 
treetops at King's; Scou 's encouraging applause at 
his own dismissal for a catch by a Junior Colt play
ing for the XL Club; Steve's contented century look 
against the MCC; Richard Preston's astonished 
face at having caught the ball at silly mid-off 
against Haileybury; the ringing Marlborough roar 
at the clinching six - perhaps the one 'lowlight'; 
and of course. Tom Batchelar, 'Mr. Lingo', our 
resideni comic and cavalier. It was a privilege to be 

part of such success, and more than rhat, a happy 
atmosphere - a real ingredient of cricket. 

Attention must be given to those five gentlemen 
who represented the XI a few times this year -
Messrs. Knechtli, Preston, Ricketts, Levy and 
Sangster; grateful thanks for their contributions. 
Thanks, too, are due to MRGE-D. who still turns 
out to umpire consistently well; the catering staff 
and their servers down at the ground; the grounds
man, Mervyn Brown, and his staff; to GCA, for all 
his efficient administration; to the parents who at
tended games, giving encouragement and support; 
to Chris Stone for his useful comments; especiaHy 
10 Alan Willows and MD N for the massive amount 
of work they put in all term; and above all, to the 
players. 

R. Hands 

Colts 

As these results would suggest. this has yet again 
been a successful season for the Sherborne Coils 
XI. They would however, be the first to say that 
some of their opposition was woefully weak, and 
that they were stretched in few of their games. The 
other side of the coin is clear too, in that winning at 
cricket against weak oppositions who do not want 
to lose is not always easy. Winning margins of 139, 
128, 107, 93, 18 runs, 10, 9 and 7 wickets suggest 
that this side was able to complete the task at hand, 
whatever the Strength Of the Opposition. It is also lO 
the credit of the boys that their one draw, achieved 
at the end of a tiring fortnight spent grappling~ ith 
the GCSE examiners, should be greeted by them as 
it it were a defeat, even though they were within 
very close range of victory. If there was a chance of 
victory, they wanied it! 

The batting was dominated by Baines, Sangster 
and Hughes. All three scored freely against all types 
of bowling, though at times their coach was per
turbed by the apparent lack of selectivity! Baines 
scored 4 fifties, Hughes 2 and Sangster I fifty and a 
fine hundred on the Upper against King's Taunton. 
In the same match Watling produced perhaps the 
finest innings of the season, 77 not out. Ruther
ford, Jackaman, Clarke and Evans also played 
useful team innings. The main feature of all the bat
ting was the speed with which the boys gathered 
their runs, which enabled the captain to declare 
early and thus leave his bowlers time to do their 
job. The boys also ran very well between the 
wickets, which put enormous pressure on op
ponents from the outset. 

Most of the side had pretensions to bowling, so 
it was not always easy for the captain to keep 
everyone happy. However, Macpherson and Alder
son usually kept the opposition openers quiet, 
Evans and Rutherford applied more pressure with 

their own brands of accuracy, and Pugsley wheeled 
away with his off-spin 10 great effect. Spink and 
Haigh-Austin also had their moments. The wickets 
were fairly evenly shared, which shows the great 
strength of the side. II is. however, clear that 
greater control of line and length would have 
brought quicker ends 10 several of the games -
here is an area at which all of the bowlers will have 
to work, if they are 10 make an impact in First XI 
cricket. 

What certainly helped the bowlers was the en
thusiastic and, at times, extremely courageous 
fielding displayed by every member of the team. 
No-one was afraid 10 throw himself around in the 
field, and some of the catches taken were of the 
highest order - miraculous, according to one pro
fessional I This enabled pressure 10 be exerted at all 
times. This attitude towards the fielding extended 
also towards ensuring team unity - the boys 
wanted to do well because they wanted to do wen 
for each other, and therein lies one of the greatest 
contrasts with some of our opponents. 

This team spirit has made the 1989 season one of 
the most enjoyable that I have experienced, and I 
hope that the boys have enjoyed it as much. 
Perhaps ·the biggest influence has been the leader
ship of Mark Jackaman - this side would not ad
mit to being the easiest to handle, yet Mark manag
ed to guide, cajole and encourage them all with a 
confidence and firmness that ensured that each 
member of the team felt an important cog in the 
machinery. I would also like to thank DAS for his 
support, the members of the 'B' team for their en
thusiasm, A. Willows and C. Stone for their profes
sional guidance, Mervyn Brown and his ground
staff for ensuring that we played our home matches 
and practice games on good surfaces, and especially 
Fergus Llewellyn for his neat and efficient scoring. 
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Team: Mark Jackaman. Findlay Hughes, Andrew Baines, 
Ewan Sangster, Simon Watling, Paul Clarke, Paddy 
Evans, Andrew Ruthcrrord. Hugh Pugsley, Toby Mac
pherson and Giles Haigh-Austin. 

Also Played: Jeremy Boucher and Peter Spink. 

Results: Played 9, Won 8, Drawn I. 

Averages: 

Bauing ins. n.o. runs h'est 

Sangster 8 5 334 102· 
Baines 9 2 425 95 
Hughes 9 I 278 86 
Rutherford 3 I S9 44 
Watling 6 I 123 77• 
Jackaman 3 I 43 34 
Pugsley 2 I 17 IS 
Clarke 4 I 38 20 
Evans 3 30 2S 
Also baned: Boucher, Macpherson and Spink. 
Did not bat: Haigh-Austin. 

av'ge 

I l 1.33 
60.71 
34.75 
29.50 
24.60 
21.50 
17.00 
12.66 
10.00 

Bowling: 

Rutherford 
Pugsley 
Macpherson 
Evans 
Haigh-Austin 
Alderson 
Spink 

Fielding: 

10 Catches 
6 Catches 
5 Catches 
4 Catches 
3 Catches 
2 Catches 
l Catch 

overs m'dns runs 

SO.I IS 82 
74 18 155 
77 18 181 
42.2 II 111 
14 3 49 
86.1 23 240 
17 6 56 

Jackaman ( + 3 stumpings) 
Rutherford 
Hughes, Watling 
Macpherson, Sangster 
Clarke 
Alderson 

wk ts av'ge 

12 6.83 
17 9. 12 
18 10.06 
10 11.10 
4 12.75 

IS 16.00 
3 18.66 

Evans, Pugsley, Haigh-Austin, Boucher 

G.C.A. 

SECOND INNINGS 

Goatacre? Follow the signpost to New Zealand 
and turn left by the pub on the corner which brings 
you into the village. The journey should take about 
seventy-five minutes, which means leaving the 
house by 9.30 a.m. 

'Do you want a nask of coffee?' 
'No! There's no time to start boiling kettles. 

Besides it's a damn nuisance when the Oask rolls 
around in the boot.' 

'But you might break down.' 
'Oh for goodness sake. Is there a clean towel in 

the airing cupboard?' 
Now, a quick check - bat, thigh pad, box, 

boots, sweater, jock strap, towel ... 'Where did 
you put my clean cricket socks? Hurry up, it's 
already gone 9.30.' 

'Good luck. Hope you play well.' 
Follow the A38 and keep following the signs to 

Salisbury. It must be a right turn past the army 
camp. There's the signpost to New Zealand. Nice 
little village. That must be the cricket ground. It's 
not very big. Obviously can't get the car into the 
ground. Where on earth do they expect you to 
park? 

'We've won the toss and we're batting. Hurry 
up, you are bauing number one today - get the 
pads on.' 

No time for a drink. Not even time for a knock 
up before we start. Hope I haven't forgotten 
anything. Must start building up the concentration. 
Should be safe on the front foot. Hope they haven't 
got someone who swings the ball away - I've been 
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caught in the slips a couple of times recently. If they 
put a short leg in early on, go for the hook and 
hope the bounce is even. Play positively and watch 
the ball. Who is coming in to bat with me? Hope he 
is prepared to run - must check on the calling. 

This is it. The first ball of the match. Relax. 
Deep breaths; eyes level; keep balance. Interesting 
field placings - he must bowl inswingers. He can't 
be very quick off such a short run. 

'Well bowled! Unlucky - keep it there.' 
Don't play at the wide ones early on. Just keep 

playing until the shine has gone off the ball. Play 
straight; keep it in the 'V'; keep the ball on the 
ground. The umpires are less likely to give you the 
benefit of any doubt if you are hitting across the 
line. 

There was a run there. Must look for singles. 
Must not get bogged down. Back up all the time. 

.Ignore the comments. Tell him to bowl a1 my 
bat and that my grandmother can bowl faster than 
that. No, don't get involved in a slanging match, 
just keep concentrating. 

' Howzatl' 
He's done me. There's no way that would have 

hit the stumps. If it was going to hit the stumps I 
must have got my leg outside the line. 

More practice. I must get in the nets before the 
next under 12 game. 

I ease myself out of the deckchair. 'Bad luck 
son. I know how you feel. I have been through it all 
before.' 

M.D.N. 



mature approach and with all its members supporting and encouraging each other. Although a I:! team, this side con
tained a number of players who, 1 am sure, are capable of going on to become members of the First Eleven. It was the 
strongest side that I have known at this level and probably the most pleasant one with which to work. 

Team from: J. Free1h (Cap1ain), C. Atherton. M. Chanircy, H. Chappell, 0. de Bclder, D. Glenday, R. Harris. C. Han. D. Lamoni. 
H. Macaskill, 0. Richardson, J . Shaw, J . Stiles. 

Also pla)'ed: J . Allen. V. Harutunian. R. Swanion, S. Thompson. 

Results: Pla)·ed 9, Won 7, Dra"n 2 

Sherbome 98 - 8 
Clayesmore 95 Won by 2 "ickel~ 

(Macaslill 4 - 28) 

Sherborne 173 - 3 dee. 
(ltnrris 89) 

Marlborough 39 Won by 134 runs 
(Macas~ill 4 - 11) 

Sherborne 129 - 6 dee. 
(Lamoni SI 0

) 

Taun1on JS Won by 94 runs 
(Macaskill 6 - 18) 

Sherbornc 151 - 7 dee. 
(S1ilcs 7S•) 

Mill field 149 Won by 2 runs 

Shcrborne 172 
King's Taunion 90 

(Alhcnon S - 16) 
Won by 82 runs 

Sherborne I 54 - 8 
(Shaw 75°) 

Oifton 181 Dra"n 
(Macaskill S - S7) 

Sherbome 189 - 8 dee. 
(Harris 88. Lamoni 69) 

Milton Abbey 7S - S Dra"n 

Shcrborne 92 - J 
(Harris 49°) 

Wells Cathedral 91 Won by7 "1ckc1s 
(A1her1on S - 24) 

Shcrbornc 98 - 7 
Oundle 94 Won by 3 wickc1s 

(A1her1on S - 33) 

Mini Colts A 

P.T.S. 

It was obvious from the start of the season that we had a fine array of bowling talent and so it proved. The highest 
score against us in normal school matches was 123 by Clifton. The bauing, on the other hand, looked exciting but lack
ing in solidity. The tendency to play across the line, particularly on the leg stump, proved the do"nfall of countless 
batsmen - perhaps they had been following the example of lhe England team this summer! 

Unlike last season there was no outstanding individual, although I am sure a number of the team will go on to per
form well in the years to come. Of the batsmen, the initial opening partnership or Rankine and Firebrace both showed a 
good sense or timing and played a number of important innings. In particular a partnership of 153 against Taunton, 
with Firebrace scoring 90 and Rankine 70 not out, stands in the memory. A number of bauing collapse~ were halted by 
Garrell and Robertson who scored fifties, and both of whom showed character in adversity. Garrett went on to become 
the highest scorer with nearly 300 runs. 

The lot of captaincy and opening bowler, an unusual combination, finally fell on Costeloe. His enthusiasm was un
doubted and he wilt have learnt a great deal from the experience of leading a team that needed watching in the field and 
at times a firm hand. His bowling was always economical and he had the remarkable figures of 5 for 8 versus Taunton. 
His opening partner was Giles, whose fiery pace and away swing proved too much for a number of batsmen. Garrett 
showed his all-round ability as the most successful of the remaining seam bowlers, but Cossins and Hubbard also bowl
ed some good spells. For spin-bowling we had the useful combination of left arm orthodox Robertson and right arm 
off-breaks from Warren, although they did not often bowl together. The more accurate of the two was Warren, who 
took five wicke1s against Millfield; Robertson prospered when he was prepared to give the ball more air. Warren suf
fered from the belief of youngsters that fast bowlers are more likely to take wickets. 

No successful side can afford to neglect their fielding and this was the aspect of their game that improved most dur
ing the season. The wicket keeper, Firebrace, always a key figure, set himself high standards and encouraged the tidier 
performance in the field. Every side needs someone who can be relied upon to hold his end up. or come on to bowl and 
break up an annoying partnership. An ever-present Maidment fulfilled this role and fielded keenly throughout the 
season. 

The one blemish in the season was a disappointing and unexpec1ed defeat in the semi-final of the Lords Taverners 
Cup against Poole Grammar School in Poole. This was the only occasion when our heads dropped a little in the field, as 
two very good batsmen saw Poole home with several overs to spare. 

We are particularly well served in the coaching department at Sherborne and this year Chris Stone gave of himself 
with the usual mixture of skill and enthusiasm. 1 was also grateful to George Tatham for helping out when he was not 
looking after the 'B' team. The fixtures which you are about to read were drawn up by Bolingbrolce, who proved a 
knowledgeable and loyal scorer. Last year I hoped for good weather in 1989 - follow that, 1990! 
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Team from: J. Cos1cloe (Captain). C. Firebrace (Wicke! keeper). A. Cossins. G. Garrclt. N. Gavin-Brown. S . Giles. J . Guy. T . Hub
bard. B. Maidmeni, T. Rankine. A. Robenson, J . Warren. 

Results: Played to. Won 6, Lost 1, Drawn 3. 

Sherbornc 96 - 3 
Hardye's l I 

(Costeloe 5 - 5) 

Sherbornc 204 - S 
(Garrell 77. Firebracc 69) 

Lord~ Tavcrners Cup 

W (85 runs) 
Semi· Finol: 
Shcrborne 165 - 6 

(Fire brace 74 •J 
PooleG.S. 167 - -I 

Wimbornc 70 W ( 134 runs) 

Sherbornc 138 - S dee. 
Marlborough 104 - 5 

Sherborne 178 - 2 dee. 
(Firebrace 90, Rankine 70•) 

D 

Otlrer Mate/res 

Sherbornc 157 - 8 
(Garrell 75) 

Clifton 123 

Taunton 53 W ( 125 runs) 
Sherborne 158 - 9 dee. 

( Robcmon 5 l) 
Downside 83 - 8 (Cosicloe 5 - 8) 

Sherborne 145 - 8 dee. 
(Garrett 56, Robertson 47) 

Millfield 108 - 6 

Sher borne 161 - 5 dee. 
(Rankine 71 •J 

King·s Taunton 87 
(Warren 5 - 24) 

D 

w (74 runs) 

Shcrbornc 76 - 3 
Blundell's 74 

(Garrell 4 - 28) 

Mini Colts B 

L(6"idctsl 

W (34 runs) 

D 

W (7 wickets ) 

R.C.F.G. 

Writing in mid-October of events lhat happened between April and June has the advantage of allowing lhe author 
the opportunity of placing the season' s matches in perspective against previous years, of assessing the relative s trengths 
and weaknesses of a s ide, of standing back and placing the year in general focus. The disadvantage, of course, is that 
some of the details, the odd quiP., lhe snapshot of a momentary reaction to a ball, can get forgotten or obscured. 
Whatever the perspective, one of the great constants in an under-14 side is the abiding enthusiasm for the game. 

In general this was not a vintage side nor a vintage year. For the most part a sparkling, bubbly wine should be drunk 
immediately. So the MCB's lived for lhe moment and played their cricket with an immediacy of taking each over as it 
came; there were few cases of planning or tactics or preparing a campaign for the longer term. If the wine was going nat 
the overriding response was to quicken the pace of consumption rather lhan to think, plan and act with calm in
telligence. It would be unfair to labour the negative for there are some individuals who, with time, will mature into 
rounded, full-bodied players with the potential for a place in the 1st XI. 

ll is, of course, difficult to settle down when !he composition of the side changes frequently, even if one understands 
the reasons for this. This season, for example, at least nineteen individuals made an appearance for the MCB's and on 
no occasion was the same team available in consecutive weeks. This makes the already difficult task of captaincy even 
more difficult since the balance of st rengths in a side is constantly changing (if there can be constant change?). Con
sequently iL was encouraging to see John Guy initially and later Man hew Green cope with the demands with intelligence 
and a 'feel' for lhe game. Strategists they may not have been, but they both earned the respect of the side under some 
testing circumstances. Well done! As wicket keeper, Jago Ridout was, in my opinion. the most consistent player in the 
side, often covering up the badly delivered ball witb an almost impregnable wall behind the wicket. On several occasions 
he saved embarrassment by limiting the rate at which the opposition accumulated easy runs. 

We had batsmen in plenty, if not in depth. Of the core players, Mat Green, Spencer Shute, Alex Mills and sometimes 
Justin Chantrey could be relied upon to score a moderate number of runs which laid the foundations for others to build 
upon. It is probably significant, though, that in only three fixtures did we score more than 130 runs in total and in each 
of these instances the high score was due Lo a particularly good individual performance (Tom Hubbard 53 against 
Clayesmore, Nicholas Gavin Brown 57 against Marlborough and Ed Oldrey 46 against Milton Abbey). For reasons 
beyond my ken the side never managed to gel in a way that presented a united and consistent front against the oppos
ition. Our victories against Taunton, King's Taunton and Clifton were against notably weaker sides and the runs scored 
were generally on the low side (only 28 against Clifton!). We missed Gavin Brown·s steadying influence when he was 
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promoted permanently to the A's . From then on solid batting partnerships were never very forthcoming; the most pro
mising was between Mat Green and Tom Hubbard (47) at Downside but even that was nipped in the bud by overhitting 
and being easily caught in the covers. 

Whilst the fielding was good at times, it was bowling that was our Achilles heel. At the beginning of the season 1he 
cricketing wisdom was 1ha1 we had the potential for depth in the bowling at all levels of the under-14's. Indeed there was 
quite a number who could bowl a reasonable length and line but as the season developed we los1 chances because we 
could not penetrate the opposition's steadfas1 defence. James Moriarty emerged as the anchor man with quite a pace 
behind the ball, but John Guy began to supersede as the main wicke1 1aker (4 against Millfield, 4 agains1 King's) before 
he was elevated out of the B's. He was, at times, ably supponed by Spencer Shute, Ed Oldrey and the spin of Jamie 
Hart and James Warren. (There is considerable po1ential in all of these.) Again, the story was one of good individual 
performances on par1icular occasions. Consistency with the team was missing. It is undoubtedly true that our weak 
bowling prevented us registering victories against Clayesmore and Marlborough (though the weather was appalling 
here), and might have halted the a11acks by Millfield and Downside, matches that we los1. 

It was a season of frustrations and missed opportunities caused by lack of cohesiveness in the side. The scoreline is a 
fair reflection of the team's talents this year; it neither compliments nor criticises unduly. We could not have expected 
better. As alv.ays, the season could not have happened without the help of individual contribu1ions and I am indebted 
io those who took on 1he unflattering 1asks of scoring, to all the members of the side for their spirit and good humour, 
but in particular I 1hank Mr. Ta1ham for his unassuming expertise and willingness to help whatever the notice and, no1 
lea.st, for providing the (now) cusiomary strawberries and cream party at the season's end. Thank you to you all. 

Results: Played 8, Won 3. Lost 2. Drawn 3. 

Sherborne 139 - 9 
Oayesmore 76 - 6 

Shcrbornc 131 - 2 
Marlborough 50 - S 

Sherborne 84 - 7 
Taunton 81 all out 

Sherborne 109 all out 
Millfield 110 - 9 

Drawn 

Drawn 

Won 

Lost 

Sherborne 50 - 0 
King's Taunton 49 all out 

Sherbornc 28 - l 
ClifLon 26 a ll out 

Sherbrone I 5 I all out 
Milton Abbey 138 - 8 

Sherborne 85 all out 
Do"-nsidc I IS - 8 

Mini Colts C 

Won 

Won 

Drawn 

Lo~t 

S.T. 

It is usual to expect C 1eams 10 be populated mainly by enthusiasts, bu1 this one had its share of technicians as well. 
Unfortunately, inexperience exposed by pressure led to disappointing losses in games we should have won. 

An overstrength side comfortably disposed of Clayesmore B team. after which several players were promoted to our 
own B team, and one even to the A's a v..eek later. We next played Marlborough on a cold, wet day, and compounded a 
miserable afternoon by letting our opponents take advantage of a short boundary to put on 84 runs for their last two 
wickets. We then panicked our v..a) to a humiliating defea1. 

The best result of the season v.as achieved against Millfield on a fine afternoon at Kingv..eston. It was our turn lO 
score 66 runs for the last two wickets, thanks mainly to J. A. N. Heath and A. R. Campbell, and despite a solo effort by 
our opponents' number nine batsman, wc won comfortably. 

An innovation was a match against Shiplake College's touring B team, on another day of glorious weather. 
M. C. N. Arnell and E. N. Oldrey made a competent star! to our innings, but we then collapsed to a total that looked in
adequate. Shiplake. however, lost wickets steadily and the game was always on a knife-edge. At last it was an opener's 
turn to resist stubbornly: he scored half their runs, but the last man had the pleasure of hitting the winning boundary in 
a game where it was a shame that either side should have lost. 

Apart from 1hose players a lready mentioned, J. J. Keeble and M.A . Coleman were workmanlike opening bowlers, 
both being fast left-arm, but they st rayed down the leg side too often . Coleman took half of the Shiplakc wickets, and 
Keeble four against Marlborough. C. A. earlier was a useful first change, and he was one of three players to captain the 
side. the others being P. D. Reid and T. I. B. Porter. C. E. R. Sco11-Malden was an enthusiastic wicket-keeper, even if 
his technique was not always text-book. Other regulars included A. J. St.J. Hannah, C. J. S. Donald, and 
H. C. Mildred, each of whom contributed valuably on occasion. My thanks go to all who turned out so willingly. 

Rl!Su/1.s: Pla>ed 4, \\'on 2. l o't 2 

Sherborne 42 - I 
0a)~more4t 

Sherbornc 66 
Marlborough 131 Lost b) 65 runs 
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Shcrbornc IS t 
Millfield 84 

Shcrborne 81 
Shiptakc 82 - 6 

\\on b> 67 run~ 

LO\! by I "icltct 

J.A.T. 



Tennis 
1st VI 

It is perhaps an anachronism to write about the 
fortunes of the 1st VI tennis team because tennis is 
such an individual spor1. However, Sherborne has 
once more been fortunate this year in having a 
number of strong individual players with past ex
perience of playing at the highest school level. 
Baker and Crowe were aggressive in their approach, 
Honer and Wilson more refined, while Lytle and 
Young demonstrated admirable determination 
when the odds were against them. 

Results were much the same as last year. 
Although the first encounter against Exeter was 
lost, it would be fair to auribute this as much to the 
state of the playing surface as to the absence of key 
players. The matches against King's Taunton, 
Downside and Bryanston, all played away and on a 
variety of surfaces. were won convincingly. This 
was due both to the consistency of Sherbome and 
the volatility of the opposition. This was particular
ly the case against King's Taunton. Baker and 
Honer, as first pair, were never really challenged, 
and although Crowe and Wilson started slowly they 
usually managed to assert themselves. They ap
peared to revel in the prospect of giving CF palpit
ations as on a couple of occasions they came back 
from 5 - 0 down in the first set LO win two sets to 
love. The greater emphasis on fitness this year. 
coupled with the determination of a new coach, 
contributed to such victories. 

The run of success was interrupted only by the 
defeat against Marlborough. In many respects we 
were outclassed in terms of the quality of play. 
Sherborne were still in touch after the first rubber, 
only half a point down, but play was subsequently 

marred by some unsavoury behaviour and games
manship on the part of the opposition which un
doubtedly took its roll on Sherborne. Nevertheless. 
it was a useful lesson. The team's reply to defeat 
against Marlborough was positive with excellent 
victories against both Clifton and Canford. 

As with last year, the weather proved 
favourable, although one match (against Hamp
shire Juniors) was cancelled . 

Baker and Honer are to be congratulated on 
reaching the final of the Dorset Under 16 Compet
ition where they lost to a good pair which included 
the Eng.land number two at that level. Unfortunate
ly the School was unable to enter teams for the 
Youll Cup during the holidays, and the Clarke Cup 
no longer takes place. Honer and Colby were 
respectively victorious in the Senior and Junior Cup 
Competitions, while The Green and Abbey won the 
Senior and Junior House Competitions. 

My thanks go LO Charles Wilson for captaining 
the squad, to MJB , GJLK and SDAM for running 
the other school squads, to RG P for organising the 
House Leagues, and to DCB for assisting with the 
3rd form Friday option. 

Results: Played 8, Won 6, Lost 2. 
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Exeter 
King's Taunton 
Downside 
Bryanston 
Marlborough 
Can ford 
Hampshire Juniors 
Clifton 
Pilgrims 

L 
w 
w 
w 
L 
w 
Cancelled 
w 
w 

6 - 3 
6 !1'1 - 3!1'1 
6Vi - 2!1'1 
6 -3 
6Vi - 2V: 
8 -1 

SVi - Vi 
7 - 2 

C. V.J.F. 



2nd and 3rd VI 

This was a largely successful season for the 2nd VI. Victories were someiimes achieved by bener 1echnique 1han the 
opposition, but more oficn by superior discipline and concentration on coun. Only defeat in a rather unedifying game 
against Marlborough disfigured an impressive record. 

Personnel in the top two pairs remained settled for mos1 of the term. Blackburn's relaxed and genial approach was a 
welcome tonic, even if he was a liule slow 10 find his form early on. He and James Young seemed 10 enjoy the games for 
their own sake, some1imes 1hereby confusing their opponents. Following Young's promotion 10 the Isl team. Welsh 
showed that, when fully fit, he is a player of considerable strength and ability. 

Paierson and Figgis, the second pair, never lost a round in any of their matches, a record which obviously con
tributed greaily 10 the success of the team as a whole. Contrasted in style, 1hey gradually learned 10 play 10 each 01her's 
strengths, and should be an excellenl prospect for nex1 season. 

Among those who played in the 3rd pair, Stokcly's experience and cool head were invaluable, and Davies' per
sistence brought results, as his technical skills improved. Ambekar and Curtis were unlucky in 1ha1 !heir one match set 
them against sirong opposition. 

Apart from the freak downpour that forced the cancellation of the Hampshire Juniors' fixture, the good weather 
guaranteed an almost complete ~cason. Highlights were the games against Downside, where the team remained 
undefeated in every round, and Bryanston, where a highly competent opposition kept the final result in doubt until very 
la1e on. 

The Third VI managed to win both their official fixtures, but their penchant for playing S.S.G. on Sunday after
noons led 10 predictable if embarrassing results. Particularly gratifying was the viciory agains1 Marlborough, where the 
3rds were the only successful senior team. Shuaib, Hunter and Fairlie impressed on that occasion, for both skill and 
temperament. 

My thanks 10 the dramatis personae of both teams, and 10 CV JF for guidance wi1h 1hc finer points. 

2nd Team: J. K. I'. S. Young, T . J. Hlackburn. S. Welsh, 0. Figgis, C. Paterson. W. Stokeley, E. R. D. Davies. A. Ambekar, J . Curtis. 

2rlfl's Res11Us: Played 7. Won 6, Lost l. 

Blundell'' 
King·~ Taunion 
Downside 
Bryan~1on 

W6 -3 
W7 -2 
W6'h- 2V: 
\V 5 -4 

Marlborough 
Can ford 
Millon Abbey 

L 3 - 6 
w 6 - J 
W7 - 2 

Jrd Team: K. Shuaib, I Hunm. C. 1-airlie. A. Ambekar, J . Cunis. R. T. de V \\ elchman, A. Wil11am~on-Jone< 

Jrd's Results.· Played 2, Won 2. 

Fos1cr's Isis W7 - 2 Marlborough \\ 6 ~ - 21/z 

Colts 

M.J.B. 

The team enjoyed a 1erm of good lennis in conditions that for once favoured the game. Only one match was called 
off (that againsl Hampshire Juniors) and, much to my embarrassment, and indeed to certain members of the cricket 
authorily, 1he match could ultima1ely have been played in warm sunshine. We approached matches wi1h enthusiasm 
and in1ermi11cnt displays of skill; but 100 often we tried 10 outhi1 rather 1han outwi1 the opposition, wi1h predictable 
resuhs on a court of such limited dimensions. For the first time for some years we were able 10 field the same team in all 
but one of our games and pairs were able therefore 10 move towards a pa11ern of play, though real understanding bet· 
ween parincrs was rare. Alex Loftus captained 1he team well and his play improved markedly during 1hc term, par
ticularly as his main sirength is in sing les. Jerry Hosp provided him wi th steady support whi lst trying to masicr a new 
serve. Edward Playfair and Ed Pakes were much lhc most consistent pair, whilst Ben Siegle and Jamie Seaton showed 
flashes of brilliance and of despair! Sadly the annual match against the parents at Commem. did 001 1ake place bul we 
hope to reinstate ii next year. 

Thore who played: A. LoflU$ (C:iprnin), J Ho\p, J . Sca1on, 8. Siegle. E. Pakes. E. Playfair. S. Clar~c. G. Reynold\. 

Results: Pla)ed 6, \\on 3, Lo,1 2, Drawn l, Cancelled 2. 

E'c1cr School 
King's Taumon 
BrranMon 
Down~idc 

\\' 611! - 2''' 
L 31/: - S\I: 
W6 11'.!- 2 1/z 
\\'7 -2 
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Marlborough 
Oiflon 
Hampshire Junior\ 
Pa rems 

l 3 ': - S'n 
D 4 'h - 4•,, 
Cancelled 
Cancelled 

G.J.L.K. 



Junior Colts 

This was the most successful season for a couple of seasons with six convincing wins and one narrow defeat. The 
success of the side can be attributed to inherent ability and a good approach to practice. It took some lime to devise the 
most effective pairings, but after three matches the right partnerships were established for the rest of the 
season - Brown and Kershaw, Kassulke and Larby, Fidgen and O'Callaghan. There was much tennis which was very 
pleasing, suggesting a promising future. 

Victory against Blundell's was followed by defeat by King's Taunton - the strongest opposition for the last few 
seasons. Yet even here there were some good performances. Downside, Bryanston, Marlborough (previously always a 
diff'icult fixture), Canford and Clifton were defeated with some ease. Yet that is not to say that the matches were over 
quickly. Too often at this level, the matches are played continuously from the base line, wearing down the opponents 
with endless rallies, rather than playing winners from the net. 

Brown .,.,as a good, efficient captain who played some very steady tennis. Kersha.,., had a good first serve but was not 
prepared to develop his second serve or to deploy his game consistently according to the situation. Kassulke combined 
good shots with a competitive approach while Larby also demonstrated a good eye and some sound ground strokes. 
Fidgen showed plenty of skill and, with yet more confidence, will be a fine player. O'Callaghan 's frequent reflex volleys 
showed just what a good eye he has for tennis. With a little attention to the consistency of his ground strokes, he could 
do well. 

Overall it was an enjoyable season, made all the more so by the regular support of the boys' parents at the matches. 
That is just ho.,., school spon should be. 

Result~: Pla)ed 7, Won 6, Los1 I 

Blundell'~ 

King's Taun1on 
Downside 
8ryans1on 

w 6 -3 
L 3Vi -5\1: 
W8 - 1 
w 7 -2 

Marlborough 
Can ford 
Clifton 

w 6' '~ - 2V! 
w 81/J - y, 
w 81/ J - \I: 

S. D.A .M. 

Athletics 

The summer of 1989 will always be remembered 
by me as one of 1he best, not only for the never
ending blue, clear skies, but also for the standards 
which were achieved in athletics by so many. The 
representative honours were astounding. Matthew 
Macbeth was selected to represent Great Britain in 
an International meeting in France and returned 
with a fistful of silver. No fewer than six boys were 
chosen to represent Dorset at 1he Nacional Cham
pionships in Wigan. Eleven boys represented 
Dorset at the South West Championships in Swin
don; and the large majority of the North Dorset 
team was from Sherborne School. 

However, I feel that much of the praise should 
go to the athletes who perhaps did not achieve such 
recognition but performed better than they ex
pected, were flexible enough to cover the events 
that were necessary, trained hard, and helped the 
younger members of the team to reach excellent 
standards. 

The school results were, without question, bet
ter than any other school, certainly in the South 
West. The senior and junior teams were to end the 

season unbeaten, and in most cases untroubled. 
The intermediate team lost only once during the 
season to a strong Millfield side but showed great 
character to win the rest of their matches. 

Many long standing school records were broken 
and then broken again. The enthusiasm was infec
tious and was mainly generated by the senior boys, 
particularly Painter, Mitchell, Carey and Chappell. 
The School was captained superbly well by Charles 
Painter, who spent much time attempting to help 
others to reach their full potential, sometimes at his 
own expense. He was an excellent all-rounder, 
winning the South West Decathalon Champion
ships at Yeovil and the Independent Schools 
National Long Jump title - my special thanks 
must go to him. 

Finally, my thanks must go to all the coaching 
staff and match day officials for their hard work 
and much needed help; and I look forward to an 
even better season next year. 

S.J.C. 
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Sailing 

We will probably be talking about the summer 
of '89 for many years to come. The ideal dinghy 
sailing conditions at Poole; endless sunny days with 
moderate winds provided the perfect introduction 
for our new neet of 470's to sea sailing. The boats 
reached Studland several times and I lost count of 
the number of times we were able to 'circum
navigate' Brownsea (an eight mile cruise from 
Arne). The only time lhal the weather was unkind 
was on the day of the official 'Round Brownsea 
Race' when we were forced to sail up and down off 
the beach in a force 7 with reduced rig. 

During the season no masts were broken, and 
there was only one major panic when a 470 capsized 
in the main channel. With blood pouring from the 
helmsman's head, and with the Brittany Ferry bear
ing down on them, its rails lined with passengers 
eagerly anticipating a drama, the tension was reliev
ed by Dr. Hamon saying to tht crew: 'Smile please, 
you're having your photographs taken!' 

The new safety boat, named The James Auck
land, has kindly been presented to the Club by the 
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Auckland family in memory of Jim. This has prov
ed to be a great asset to the Club's activities, and it 
is appropriate that it should be used at Arne where 
Jim spent many happy weekends with his friends. 

Between October 1988 and August 1989 we 
managed to sell ten boats: four 420's, five 470's and 
the old safety boat. My thanks to the Wednesday 
afternoon 'boat maintenance squad' for their hard 
work in preparing these boats for sale. The neet 
now consists of six 470's, two 420's, the 5-0-5, the 
Hobie 16 and two safety boats. 

The racing results were excellent. We came fifth 
in the first British Schools' Team Racing Cham
pionships at Thcale, winning the Fairfield Plate. At 
ltchenor in the Schools' Sailing Competition in 
420's, there were 55 boats competing: Alexander 
Davey and Jason Roberts came second, winning 
£250 for the Club, and Jason Ker and Jim Mitchell 
came sixth. Jason Ker sailed well for the British 
Team in the 420 World Championships in Yugo
slavia by coming twenty-fifth. In the 420 National 
Championships at Poole, Alexander came eighth 



and Jason Ker eleventh in a fleet of 87 boats. With 
such success behind us, and while there is so much 
talent in the team, we are hoping to arrange a tour 
of the east coast of America this summer. 

This year we had two camps at Arne after the 
summer term and these were both very successful, 
mainly because of the perfect weather. Sherborne 
boys may not be very good at writing 'thank you' 
letters after these events, but they are certainly ex
cellent company at the time. Shirburnians have an 
amazing capacity for enjoying themselves! 

The only members of the Club who complained 
about 1989 were the Windsurfers, for whom any 
wind strength less than force 4 is useless. I suspect 
that several 'A• level grades were improved 
dramatically by this lack of wind. 

We have just returned from the Old Shirburnian 
Sailing Society's 'Boys' Weekend' in the Solent, 
organized once again by Bob Macdonald. There 

was very little wind, and very little water over lhe 
bar at the Beaulieu Entrance, but the weekend was 
highly enjoyable as usual, with a very good dinner 
at Gin's Farm. As the Society approaches its 20th 
anniversary dinner, we are very conscious of the 
amount of help the Old Shirburnians have given to 
the School Sailing Club over the years. 

The water level at Sutton Bingham Reservoir is 
about 4 metres below normal, and we have had LO 
postpone mos~ of our matches to the Lent term. 
Race training has continued at the reservoir with a 
little judicious rock dodging. The windsurfers are 
still unhappy; it has been windy on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays (full school days) and flat 
calm on every other day! 

I am very grateful to last year's captain, Jim 
Mitchell, and to OS, JSM, PR, CGBH , and SKW 
for all their hard work and support. 

! 
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Golf 

As usual school matches resumed towards the 
end of the Lent Term in preparation for our annual 
visit to Burnham during the Easter holidays to take 
part in the West of England Public Schools' Invit
ation Golf Tournament. Both warm-up matches (if 
that is the correct term in view of the wintry con
ditions which prevailed) were lost - the first, nar
rowly, to Millfield at Burnham and the second, by a 
wide margin, to Bradfield at High Post - but they 
did provide useful practice. Unfortunately though, 
when it came to the Burnham Tournament we were 
drawn against a strong Radley side who not only 
managed to dispose of Sherborne 5 - 0 but also 
went on to win the whole event without losing a 
single match. For the record, the present writer 
would just like to point out that he managed to 
defeat the master in charge of the Radley team 
whilst the boys were being trounced elsewhere on 
the course! Having lost in the first round, we went 
into the subsidiary competition and proceeded Lo 
defeat Malvern 4 - I and then Downside 3 - 2. 
Thus the Sherborne team achieved the consolation 
of winning the 'plate' and also avenging a defeat by 
Downside in a home match earlier in the year. 
Special mention should be made of James Chap
pell 's role at the Burnham Tournament, not only 
for captaining the team so well both on and off the 
course but also for winning two of his three matches 
- no mean feat for a Number One. His victory on 
the 18th green against his Downside opponent was 
what ultimately enabled us to carry the day in the 
plate final. It is worth adding that the taH also 
wagged in the last two matches with both Michael 
Ratcliffe and Matthew Couzens also being suc
cessful twice out of three. 

The Summer Term saw eight matches in all: six 
against other schools and two other events. There 

were a fair number of rather surprising results with 
some victories achieved against strong opponents 
and a couple of halved matches that really ought to 
have been won. ln the latter category we were for
tunate in the end to draw against Canford at home 
in April, having beaten them both away and then at 
home earlier in the year, and we should have beaten 
Blundell's away in the last schools' match of the 
year. On the other hand, a remarkable success was 
achieved at the expense of a Millfield team which 
included one player off 8 and three off 9, when we 
managed to beat them 5 - I in a home match. The 
other schools' matches saw close defeats away at 
the hands of Bristol Grammar School and Marl
borough (the first time we had played at Salisbury 
and South Wilts) but an away win against Milton 
Abbey at Ashley Wood. The other two matches 
were perhaps of a more social nature, against the 
Old Boys and against the Parents. In the School 
and Staff fixture versus the O.S.G.S. the former 
were successful for the first time since 1985 in 
wresting the Tom Parry salver from the Society in 
the latter's Diamond Jubilee year, but conversely 
the Parents managed to defeat their sons for the 
first time since 1983 in the annual Commem. en
counter. At that time the School said farewell to a 
clutch of good golfers, including James Chappell, 
Robert Kitchin, Tom Sharpe, David Craig and 
several others, all of whom it is hoped will join the 
0.S.G.S. 

The following played in six or more matches: J. Chappell 
(captain), R. Kitchin, T. Sharpe, O. Craig, M. Ratcliffe, 
J. Campbell. S. Welsh, P. Brown, M. Couzens. 

Results: Played 17, Won 6, Lost 9, Halved 2. 

P.S.F. 

Shooting 
The 1988/9 season was one of success and disap

pointment - success in .22 shooting and 
disappointment at Sisley. 

The beginning of the Michaelmas term saw the 
usual crop of third formers coming to 'have a go' 
but only a handful continued on a serious basis. 
However, it is good to see some of them coming 
back in their second year. Anyone serious about 
shooting must practise regularly and consistently. 
Four teams were entered for the BSSRA league. No 
team won their division but there is a lot of luck in 
that anyway. The Christmas competitions. open 
and handicap on a knock out basis, attracted a 
good deal of interest. The Open was won by Justin 
Taylor; and the Handicap, which is supposed to 
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give an equal chance to the less good shoot, was still 
won by the Captain of Shooting, Jonathan Brown
john. 

The main interest in the Lent Term was the 
Country Life Competition, for which two teams 
were entered. The first team did exceptionally well, 
coming eighth out of seventy-nine teams. This is 
the highest position for a very long time. In the 
Landscape section the team came second under the 
able leadership of L/Cpl Bowater. Jonathan 
Brownjobn and Justin Taylor were among the 
highest scorers in the whole competition, both be
ing only one point off a possible in the Group, 
Rapid and Snap. The second team also, coming 
twenty-ninth, shot extremely well. They went up 



nineteen places compared with last year and missed 
winning the improvement shield by a hairsbreadth. 
This was won by Sedburgh, who also went up nine
teen places, but had a higher score. 

The Inter-House Shooting Competition was 
keenly fought and this year every house produced a 
team for both the senior and junior competitions. 
Three possibles were scored during the afternoon. 
The senior competition was won by Justin Taylor 
and Matthew Hastings of Wallace House, with an 
excellent score of 199 out of 200. The junior com
petition was won by Charles Tait and Chris Croft 
of Harper House, after a tie shoot with School 
House. 

During the Summer Term there was much en
joyable practice shooting at Mere, often under ideal 
conditions. In the South West District meeting at 
Bulford the team came first in the Snap Shooting 
competition and the Falling Plate, and second in 
the Marling. For the first time the Falling Plate 
competition was held using the new Cadet G.P. 
rifle, which was an interesting experience and in
volved some complicated zeroing. 

The team went to Bisley with high hopes, only to 
be disappointed. The problem is to find a team of 

eight competent shoo1ers. This year, at the lower 
end, there was a lack of skill and experience wilh 
the result that we could only manage 56th place out 
of 72. However, the Cadet Pair did better, coming 
19th, and they will still be young enough to com
pete again next year. 

It was unfortunate that problems with the stop 
butts meant that Century Range, and others, had to 
be closed for a whole day during the meeting. As a 
result it was not possible to compete in the 
Marlborough Cup and the Snap Shooting was 
cancelled, both competitions in which the team 
could have done well. 

Despite this there were some successes. 
Jonathan Brownjohn got into the Schools' Hund
red (the top hundred scorers in the Ashbunon) and 
Matthew Hastings and Justin Taylor came 3rd and 
6th respectively in the Pistol Competition. Pistol 
practice at School is obviously worthwhile. 

The School still needs more good shooters to 
come forward and take up full bore shooting as a 
serious activity. Only in this way will we ever have a 
chance of reaching the top, or even coming close to 
it. 

J.P.R. 

Swimming 
This was a conspicuously successful season, 

built around a two stage plan: a slow, steady build
up, swimming against schools that we had beaten in 
previous seasons; then, with the psychological ad
vantage of a siring of victories behind us, citadels 
like Canford and Clifton that had hitherto 
withstood the Sherbome onslaught would be taken 
by storm. Part two failed, but the rest of the plan 
went well! 

Long distance endurance swimming in the first 
few weeks, smoothing out stylistic weaknesses and 
regaining form after the indolence of the Easter 
break, left the team in a strong position for the 
match against Queen's, Taunton. D. H. Webster 
and N. S. Moore proved a reliable combination in 
the IOOm Open Backstroke, while the Under 16 
squad witnessed some commendable performances 
from A. M. Robertson and the ubiquitous C . F. ln
garfield. Perhaps the most admirable feat was 
J . S. Mackenzie's appearance in the Open Butterfly 
and Open Individual Medley - holding his own 
against swimmers at least two years older than 
himself. 

The next match, against King's Bruton. saw the 
team swimming at full strength, overawing the op
position in nearly every event. Particularly 
noteworthy were the huge improvements made 
by E. C. S. Seymour (Under 16 Backstroke), 
P. C. Wreford-Brown (Under 16 Butterfly) and 
M. E. T. Austen (Under 16 Individual Medley). 

Blundell's, the first open-air match of the season, 
proved highly enjoyable and ended in a result that 
pleased everyone - a draw. 

The team's unbeaten record was broken by Can
ford. Defeat, however, was shortlived, and a good 
recovery was made against King's, Taunton. The 
match was won by the superb performances of the 
relay teams, with some of the fastest times of the 
season. We had hoped that at Clifton we would put 
an end to their three year run of victories. Alas, it 
was not to be. The strain of GCSEs and 'A' levels 
was revealed in the swimming. There were, 
however, some exciting races and it was encourag
ing to see H. C. M. Rogers - stylistically the most 
accomplished of the junior swimmers - achieving 
a good result against a physically daunting oppos
ition. 

With the departure from the School of 
P. R. King, one of the most outstanding swimmers 
the School has ever had, nex1 year's swimming 1eam 
wilJ have a hard act to follow. I am confident that 
they will rise to the occasion. 

My thanks to everyone who swam for the club in 
this, my final season. Once again HHDP showed 
himself to be an indefatigable coach and an impor
tant stabilising influence on the side. My thanks 
and best wishes go to him and to my successor as 
swimming supremo, MJ B. 

A.K.W. 
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So another Summer Term comes to an end, and another group of Upper Sixth get 
their release papers and go off to find somewhere new to get out of their heads. To 
take their places, we will be getting another set of third formers, forcing us to ask if 
we really were that small and irritating once. 

Meanwhile, the House has enjoyed success on all fronts. Tom Batch was opening 
bat for the lsts, while the House won the B leagues, to add to this age group's 
previous triumphs in the House rugby and hockey competicions. Then, in the first 
week of che holidays, the sailors amongst us enjoyed cheir share of success. Jason 
Roberts and someone small from the other side of Abbey Road came second in the 
Schools Sailing Championships, while Jim Mitchell signed off as Captain by coming 
sixth, assisted by some guy from the place by the station. Chris Sowerbutts, mean
while, formed the heavyweight division of the sailing club and team. 

On the acting front, Fergus Llewellyn played Atahuallpa, one of the leads in the 
junior play, and Dick on Edwards was the leading man in the Girls' School commem 
play. Musically speaking, Jon Sturtridge was given a distinction in his grade 7 singing 
exam, while Mark Vear organised a successful House concert. 

Thence to more trivial matters. In the term's 'A ' levels, 52070 of the grades achiev
ed by people in the House were A's or B's, and particular mention must be made of 
David Craig, who achieved three A's, while Stu Williams got two A's and a B, as did 
Tom Batch, in between visits to Yulliner and Yuliver's. At GCSE, Dickon Edwards 
got straight A's, and John Stocken got staigbt A's except for one. In the Scholarship 
exams, Fergus Llewellyn was awarded the second scholarship, while John Claydon, 
and Ed Drummond and Ben Wilde, two of the new boys, were awarded exhibitions. 

Finally, Mr. Murison, who was the resident tutor from 1979 to 1984 and has been 
a tutor ever since, apart from during the trip to America which resulted in his 
transformation from beardie to clean-shaven smoothie, has been lured back to the 
States by the feminine charms of his bride-to-be; and Mr. Wallersteiner, a tutor of 
two years' standing, has left us for a new job at St. Paul's. 

/ 
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'Who first invented work! - and tied the f ree 
A nd holy-day rejoicing spirit down 
To the ever-haunting importunity 
Of work?' 

Charles Lamb put into words what every schoolboy feels. What pity the 
multitude felt for those whose turn it was to sit public exams in the hottest summer 
since 1976. The UVlth and Vth formers of Abbey sweated and doubly redoubled 
their attempts to attain intellectual recognition. On the 12th and 24th of August they 
received the happy tidings and how elated they were; 94% of all 'A' level exams were 
passes and 96% in GCSE, and even better, out of all GCSEs taken 79% were A and 
B grades. 

Yet again the sportsmen of the House proved their eminence, Nigel Macpherson 
and Mike Colby, both !st XI players, led the House Cricket team to its third con
secutive victory in the final against The Green, by arrogantly not losing a single 
wicket. Alex Loftus' samsonite strength led the House junior Tennis team to a vic
tory, whilst he handed down the Junior Tennis Singles Cup to Chris Colby. We also 
won the Senior Athletics Cup and retained the Colts Athletics Cup and the Sailing 
Cup. 

Two of our more prominent sportsmen again excelled themselves. Matthew 
Macbeth ran in the Nationals but, due to injury inflicted during nocturnal activities, 
could not take part in the final. Alex Davey was selected for the National Youth Sail
ing squad. 

The LVIth, not content with courting over the railings, were given the chance to 
entertain their inamoratas in slightly more lavish surroundings by Ben Skelton, when 
in the last weeks of term the first L VIth dinner party was held in the OSR. 

The sadness of the Summer Term is always having to say goodbye to those who 
leave the School, but we wish them luck with whatever fate brings them and look for
ward to a new academic year. 

R. T. de V. Welchman 

/ 
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Another Summer Term began with Steve Leeke already confirmed as The 
Green's third consecutive Captain of Cricket. He was joined in the 1st XI by Scott 
Stevens, ''ho bowled successfully throughout the season and was awarded his 
colours. L ulo.e Baker, Max Honer and Jon Young all repre!>ented the I st VI Tennis 
consistently throughout the cerm and, with Ollie Figgis' help, won the House Tennis 
compe1i1ion. Still on the sporting side, sailing was enjoyed by many of the House; 
and Rob Durie, Rupert Gleadow and Rory Heron won us second place in the House 
Sailing competition, losing to Abbey by !14 point. 

Meanwhile, the Fifth and Upper Sixch Forms were beavering away in preparation 
for the GCSE and 'A' level examinations, and the cast of Doctor Faustus were fran
tically trying to relearn their lines to avoid the Direccor's wrath when rehearsals 
began after half-term. 

As half-term, exams and raustus approached, the House Supper tried to cheer us 
up and, for most of !he House, succeeded; thanks to all who were involved in speak
ing and the organisation of the meal. 

A week later, our short but welcome break was over and the term began in 
earnest: 'A' levels, GCSE and Doctor Faustus. 

The Fifth Form came out of exams relatively confident but surprised not only 
themselves, but many House tutors with the success of their result s. Congraculations 
to Luke Baker and 'Pete' Townsend who were awarded Sixch Form exhibitions and 
to William Paul who surpassed them both with nine A grades. 

The Upper Sixth seemed dejected when they came out of their exams but the 
resuhs showed that they did not need 10 be, Callum Greene and Tim Cooper doing 
especially well. 

Meanwhile, Doctor Faustus rehearsals gained speed and evencually the cast ended 
the term with three brilliant performances which were acclaimed by headlines in the 
Western Gazette. Many thanks, again, to Mr. Hodgkinson for masterminding the 
success. 

The high note was rather cracked as we bad lO wish another Upper Sixth good 
luck and goodbye; we also said farewell to BilJ, our Houseman for the last year. 

Thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Cleaver and Matron for putting up with us again, and 10 
che cleaning scaff who, against the odds, kept che House respectable for yet another 
cerm. 

P.A. Evans 
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The ever earlier onset of examinations seemed to dominate the Summer Term. 
True, there were lighter moments, but always at the back of one's mind were those 
serried ranks of desks and the pen-scratching silence of the Spons HalJ. Some people 
worked and were able to enjoy their summer, apprehensive but confident of their 
results, while others didn't and more than once over the late August telephone came 
the awful 'Why didn' t I work' or 'God. I can't go through that again.' Which, of 
course is what they are doing at the moment. Viva Mander Portman Woodward. In 
contrast, Messrs Ostler and Wootten are set fair to take Cambridge by storm, if the 
latter survives his vacation in Venezuela. 

The annual House Supper came and went, though some restive Upper Sixth 
didn't come at all, but there were shirt-sleeves and speeches and succulent foods and 
most of the Third form behaved. The swimming sports came and, aided by David 
Webster's example and team selection, Harper added some silver to its mantlepiece. 
We did the same with the Junior Athletics Cup (well done Ru Emson and Matthew 
Pearman) but bad to relinquish the over-all Cup. The Junior Riflemen did us proud, 
Charlie Tait, Chris Croft, et al, while Beanie Brownjohn seemed to return from each 
foray laden with still more medals from Senior Competitions. 

All too soon, or was it not soon enough, Commem. was upon us. The speeches, a 
memorable sermon and another delicious House Lunch had a warm familiarity. The 
farewells more protracted this year with the Leavers' Ball - many thanks to the 
organizers of that - but even so, thoughts were returning already to September and 
the new boys. Edward Nelson handed Study Bedroom I over to Elliott Chaffer; 
MJB and AKJM kindly agreed to tutor in Harper next year; there is another top 
Scholar in the Dayroom; another year over, and a new cycle beginning. 

/ 
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Summer Term House reports often begin with cliched descriptions of the ho1 af1ernoons, 
the frantic revision for the imminenl exams; and invariably contain long lis1s of achievements 
singing the praises of those concerned. Suffice to say that nothing has changed: temperatures 
soared into the mid-seventies and beyond, and the rate of revision pursued by all 1hose sitting 
public e~ams was prodigious and unremitting. It 's a moot point as to whelher 1he ongoing 
rapid succession of resident matrons will eventually begin to decelerate. After the departure of 
Miss Kennard-Bent, Mr. Fisher had the unenviable task of finding a replacement; hence the ar
rival of the omnipotent Miss Lindsay-Anderson. She served for just one term and her 
fastidious but nonetheless affable nature will be sorely missed by all . However, as the one 
marches out, another must venture in and the Michaelmas Term welcomes the reinstatement of 
Mrs. Gillian Reid, whom the Upper Sixth will remember from four years ago. 

During the term. the new building extension underwent prolific development and presently 
accommodates the majority of the Six1h form and boasts a spacious common room which is 
annexed to the siudy block. 

As always. Wallace has maintained its reputable prowess in the academic field wi1h several 
creditable results acquired in the summer exams. Mau Austen gained nine A grade~ at GCSE 
and was subsequently awarded a Scholarship; and Ben Keeble, who achieved eight A's, was 
rewarded with an Exhibition. The 'A ' level results were equally outstanding - Patrick 
Knechtli, who oblained 1hrec A's and one 'step' paper, and Mallhew Has1ings. who likewise 
go1 three A's, deserve particular mention. 

On 1he games fields, Wallace displayed a peerless exhibi1ion of vintage spons skills - con
founding all critics who say Wallace are useless at sport! The ineffable Ben A1well really did 
take the biscuit. He scored a record 850 runs for the !st XI throughou1 1he season. averaging 
over 50, and a1 a representative level played for the Hampshire Coils and West of England 
U 19s. Levy, Clarke and Knechtli also played for the lsts, which is no mean achievemc111 in 
itself. Unfortuna1ely, the Inter-House Senior Cricket Cup did not now quite as smoo1hly as ex
pected. Wallace beating Westcou would scarcely have been news, but 1his really was man bites 
dog. A1well, having gone in to open the batting, was bowled playing a fateful sweep-cum
paddle shot and once 1he general had departed a long procession of privates shot themselves 
one by one in the foot. But let us not dwell on these sour facets of a sparkl ing term. On 1he 
tennis courts, Andrew Crowe played for the !st VI and was runner-up in the internal open 
tournament; Man Austen made the School swimming team; Ben Siggers contributed much to 
the success of many of the athletics ructures; and several others represented the School at 
various levels. 

On a musical note (excuse the pun), James Richardson-Chapple gained a Grade 8 Distinc
tion on the French horn and won the Junior Brass prize. The House concert was, without ex
ception, a notable triumph and so much so, in fact, that J . J . Keeble was awarded his 'Good 
Blokes' tie for a courageous solo on the nute. 

And finally, to the conven1ional farewells: on behalf of the House I would like to pay 
tribute to Dr. Kershaw who left at the end of term. He has tutored here since the founding of 
Wallace and has always been a great asset to the House, whether it be infusing some of his en
thusiasm into the eager birdwatchers or organising concerts of a sensa1ional standard; we sadly 
regret his departure. The Upper Sixth all make their adieus, as some take a year off, while 
others embark upon 1he next s1age of their education, and another, namely Mach Yeung, 
returns to the most exo1ic of places, Hong Kong. We wish all success in the future. 

D. de Bclder 
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Fresh from 1he Easier holidays of skiing trips and exam rcv1s1on, the House 
returned 10 s1ar1 1he 12-week Summer Term. In 1hcir absence Mr~. Lynda Crouch 
had replaced Shirley Mabey as the House matron, and she proved to be a worthy suc
ces\or, providing both care and kindness to the House. 

landmark, the House magazine, was produced b} Graham Ri11cner and Edward 
Moorhouse, and its profits raised £655 towards the St. Mauhew's Orphanage in Ad
dis Ababa. Coupled with the busking of the previous term, the House wa\ able 10 
send a total of £1250 10 the charity. The House also held an an exhibition, and prizes 
were awarded to Ian Brittan, Nick Dawson and Edward Moorhouse. 

There was the customary Chamber Concert towards 1he end of term, and 1he five 
prizes from 1his event all went to Abbeylands; Mike Briggs won rwo awards, and 
David Jones and Andrew Robertson both won prizes. Andrew Law also received an 
award, justifying his victory in the area section of Audi Young Musician of the Year 
in Christchurch. 

Representing the sport of the House, Julian Prall played for the 1st XI cricket, 
and the House was represented throughout various tennis, swimming and a1hletics 
teams. Drama awards were also received by six members of the House, namely Ed
ward Moorhouse, Nigel Wraxall, Pelham Warren, James Boyle, Nigel Husaunndce 
and Robin Balme. 

A number of athletes from Abbeylands helped the House to third place in the 
respec1ive UIS and U17 competitions, and to fifth place in the open evcms in the 
school spons day. At the end of term, two members of the House were off on travel 
grants, and various people left for Salzburg with the School Concen Band. Cenain
ly, as the Hou~e reueated for the long summer break, it was difficult to remember 
the all-important public exams which had taken place throughou1 the varied pro
gramme of other acth'ities - a reflection on the \\ idespread events in which the 
House had involved itself during the term. 

T. Jones 

7 

· A~lYLAN~~-



/ 

The Summer Term is always a busy one for Shirburnians, and Lyon House were 
no exception ... 

We sent two death-defying teams down to Dartmoor to race two days of absolute 
agony. The two teams, comprising James Richardson, Robert Westwater, Michael 
Ratcliffe, Hugo d'Apice, James Campbell and myself for the Seniors, and Marcus 
d'Apice, Joff Powis, Peter Scoftbam, Tim Dean, Matthew Warren and Steven Clark 
for the Juniors, finished the gruelling course intact and with no major injuries except 
for a few minor blisters! Staying on the active note, Charlie Painter went to the 
Nationals for the long jump and also led the Lyon House athletics team to overall 
victory on Sports Day. 

James Chappell and Michael Ratcliffe won the Golf Cup for the House; and once 
again Lyon excelled itself in the Swimming Sports by beating Westcott! The 
Magnates had two enjoyable games of cricket against Kilmington and Compton 
House, the latter match ending in a tie. 

The House had one of the best academic years on record with the •A' level and 
GCSE results being the best that the House has ever had. For the rest of us it was 
school exams, in which we seemed to achieve a competent academic standard. 

In leisure activities Lyon seemed to be absolute masters. If they did as much work 
as they do sunbathing in the garden I am sure that they would all get Ph.D.s at Cam
bridge. There were various theatre and concert visits, the most memorable being that 
to see One Flew Over The Cuckoo's Nest at Bath. Toby Burnham disappeared to 
Venezuela during the summer on his Blockbuster holiday and returned to have 
another attempt at gelling in to Oxford. 

It was again a term in which Lyon were represented well in Drama. Henry Squire 
made an interesting and relatively competent appearance in the Girls' School play; 
and Mark Turner and John Carlyle-Clarke distinguished themselves in the Spanish 
Play at Commem. 

The only thing left to say is goodbye to a friendly U6 who were led by James 
Chappell and Dan Meredith-Jones and who will be missed by all. They left Sher
borne in style at the Leavers' Ball and we hope that they will keep in touch with the 
House. 

H. Squire 
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Let me start at the beginning, always a sensible place LO start. In keeping with 
tradition I suppose I ought Lo comment on the length of the term but as it was neither 
incredibly short nor long there seems no point. However, interestingly enough, it was 
74 days long, which is precisely the number of boys in Westcoll, or would be if 
Westcott had 74 boys. 

I think I ought Lo thank our Heads of House last year. Angus Minford did a par
ticularly good job. Despite the feasts and entertainments laid on at Commem, the 
approach of our final year at Sher borne and 'A' levels meant that the general 
opinion of the Lower Sixth was that, for us, Commem killed our future fun. 

Academically all the Upper Sixth gained very good ' A' level grades, with James 
Young attaining three A grades and Ed Bush winning his coveted Oxford place. The 
Fifth form maintained Wcstcott's good record at GCSE; and away from the exams 
Ian Hunter achieved the remarkable feat of winning the year prize in all three of his 
'A' level subjects. Super show, Ian! 

Spon - on the home front James Tweedale earned his Isl XI colours, while Max 
Lytle won his Isl VI Tennis colours. On the national front Simon Evans was the 
South and South West Champion at I IOrn hurdles. Edwin Bowater, having retired 
from school cricket, amassed several bargeyard centuries, including one massive hit 
that cleared both bargeyards and would have cleared the goal posts, had they been 
installed by then. We were only moderately successful in inter-house sport and 
following James T\\eedale's single handed demolition of the 
favourites - Wallace - we lost comprehensively to Abbey and the weather. We 
may not have won any more cups, but the Westcoll House Tennis Cup and the 
Wes1co11 House Croquet Cup remain firml) on the mantlepiccc. 

Finally, having bid our fareweHs to those we knew were leaving (the Upper Sixth, 
Julian, Klaus and, after nine years tutoring, Dr. Tommi\) we \\Cre all saddened to 
hear of Jamie Watherston's departure and would like to say goodbye Jamie. 'Good
bye, Jamie.' 
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The Trini1y Term: a phrase 1ha1 immediately produces two totally opposi1e images. On the 
one side, we have the unhurried splendour of cricket and on the other, a sweaty blast of public 
exams. These opposites are resolved at Commem. - life speeds up into a whirl of relaxation. 

This year's set of exams must have been unusually sweaty - the whole School produced a 
series of quite exceptional results, and The Digby's results were typical of this. We managed to 
produce eighty-five A grades at GCSE, and seventeen at 'A' level. Special mention must go to 
Tim Nicholson, Julian Perowne, Ed Playfair, Hugh Pugsley, Ed Raymond, John Reid and 
Ewan Sangster, who were all awarded book tokens for getting at least six A grades at GCSE. 
At this point, David Rees and Simon Lee should also be mentioned: both got three As and a B 
at 'A' level. Dave, in fact, managed to make it into Oxford on the streng1h of his •A' levels and 
is, even as I write, silting in his own panicular 'dreaming spire' (or perhaps, more appropriate· 
ly 'breezing block'), where he is joined by Ahmed Fauzi bin Abdul Hamid. Scan Mulherin also 
scaled Mount Oxbridge: he has safely made it to Oxford's twin peak, Cambridge. Finally, on a 
secretarial level, congratulations must go to Dan James and Guy Wigley on passing their typing 
exam - and James Eden, Ben Caesar and Al Robertson were awarded their drama colours. 

No Trini1y Term is complete wi1hout spon - and, in particular, cricket. This term, we had 
two members of the House in the 1st XI: Johnny de la Hey captained 1he 1eam and Ewan 
Sangs1er played while s1ill a Fif1h former - no mean achievement! The House was also suc
cessful on a more domes1ic front - we won the Inter-House A Leagues compe1ilion. This is 
not to say 1hat we cricke1ed 10 1he exclusion of all else; athletics also reared its head. To Ed 
Raymond, the mos1 notable success: he was the Dorset County 3,000 metre champion, came 
third in the Sou1h West Decathlon and, having made the finals of 1he All-England 3,000 Meire 
Championships, came fif1h. Pe1e Reid also competed in the All-England competition; unfor· 
tunately, he did no1 make his final. Ben Caesar came second in the discus at the Dorset Cham
pionships. 

The House has also been raising money 10 allow others to take part in sport; our (somewhat 
bela1ed) Lent Term Project was in aid of Greg, a handicapped a1hlete. We were trying 10 buy 
him a racing wheelchair so that he can take part in the London Marathon and, in turn, raise 
money for others. The whole House abstained from break-time buns; 1he whole House helped 
10 create a cake stall; the whole House bobbed for jobs; and the fourth form, headed by Guy 
Burnell, Piers Harris and Conor O'Callagban, tubed for a day (the first time 1ha1 any real ad· 
vantage has been produced from travelling on the London Underground). We raised nigh on 
£800; it was gratefully received. 

But I forget what represented perhaps the sponing, social and intellectual highlight of last 
term; 1he Digby/ Harper Croquet Challenge. Croquet has always been the summer game of the 
Digby f:lite, and this summer's Croquet Challenge was no exception. We had an elite 
audience - only one person made the grade - and an elite 1eam of 1wo finely-tuned 
croqueteers. We played as a part of the Inter-House Croquet Challenge; we played only 
Harper - for no other House could rise to this challenge!!! AND WE WON - after a 
struggle worihy of a place on the field of Aeneas. Such greatness could no1 be sus1ained - The 
Digby croque1 team has now left, along with the rest of last year's U6 - and so, we bid them a 
sad farewell and wish them luck in the future. 

A. Robenson 
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