
William Ernest Powys (1888-1978).  
 
The Sherborne Pageant was staged at Sherborne Old Castle on 
12-16 June 1905. 
 
Character in the Sherborne Pageant: 
Sherborne schoolboy in episode 10. 
 
Episode 10: 1550 Sherborne School receives its Charter. 
The King’s Herald appears and delivers into the hands of Sir John 
Horsey the new Charter of Sherborne School.  The School is 
summoned.  From every quarter, from every nook and corner of 
the ruins the schoolboys dash upon the scene with a tumultuous 
rush and cheering that makes the ground tremble, and the 
spectator’s heart leap to his mouth.  Suddenly they halt, a compact body, in the picturesque dress of the 
day, long cloth coats of subdued colours, with white lawn collars and sleeves, and black caps with coloured 
rosettes. W.B. Wildman appears as the Doctor of Divinity and his sons carry in the Globe.  The Head of 
School, A.H. Trelawny Ross, carries the School banner.  Sir John Horsey reads the terms of the Charter and 
the boys cheer the appointment of the masters and groan at the mention of grammar.  Then at the words, 
“Long live the King,” a great shout rises to the sky.  The boys fling their caps high in the air, amid a scene of 
overwhelming enthusiasm, which only dies away as the opening notes of the new Sherborne song, “Fons 
Limpidus” proceed from the Orchestra, and are caught up by hundreds of voices.   
 

 
Episode 10 of the Sherborne Pageant, featuring the boys of Sherborne School who had paid 10 shillings each 
for their costumes.   
 
The Sherborne Pageant 
Dubbed by its author Louis Napoleon Parker (1852-1944) as ‘The Mother of all Pageants’ because it lead to 
‘Pageant Mania’ in England and the USA, the origins of the Sherborne Pageant date back to 1904 when the 
antiquarian Canon Charles Herbert Mayo (1845-1929) wrote to the Vicar of Sherborne suggesting that in 
1905 the 1200th anniversary of the arrival of Aldhelm in Sherborne should be celebrated.  The Rev. Arthur 
Field (1872-1960), who was curate to the Vicar of Sherborne and an old boy of Sherborne School, wrote to 
Louis Napoleon Parker, his former music master at Sherborne School and by then a successful dramatist in 
London, asking whether he had any suggestions as to what form the celebrations should take.  This request 
resulted in Parker making a speech at a town meeting held in Sherborne on 14 July 1904 in which he 
pitched the then entirely novel idea of staging a Pageant.  The final script consisted of eleven episodes, ten 



written by Parker and one by Walter Raymond, telling the story of Sherborne from 705 to 1593.  Although 
originally Parker had conceived that about 200 people from the town would take part in three 
performances of the Pageant, in the end over 800 performers took part in six performances staged at 
Sherborne Old Castle on 12-16 June 1905.  All the actors, apart from one, were amateurs.  The only 
professional actor was Mabel Terry-Lewis (1872-1957) who played the role of Lady Raleigh.  It is estimated 
that the Pageant was attended by 30,000 visitors.   
 
Sherborne School was involved in all aspects of the Sherborne Pageant.  In 1948, the Rev. Arthur Field 
claimed that ‘without the school the Pageant would never have been held as it was due to Westcott’s 
[Frederick Brooke Westcott, Headmaster 1892-1909] enthusiasm that preliminary difficulties were 
overcome.’  Many members of the School’s staff appeared in the Pageant, with the Headmaster F.B. 
Westcott taking the lead role of Aldhelm.  The score was composed jointly by Archibald Frank Tester (1882-
1925), then organist and piano teacher at Sherborne School, and Francis Clive Savill Carey, known as Clive 
Carey (1883-1968), a former pupil of the School who later became famous as an opera producer and folk 
song collector, with the words by the poet James Rhoades (1841–1923) who had taught at Sherborne School 

from 1880 to 1892.    The Master of Music for the Pageant was the School’s Director of Music, Charles 
Herbert Hodgson (1857-1922).  Much of the artwork, including the posters and programme covers, was 
designed by the School’s art master Henry Hudson (1864-1943), who also appeared in the Pageant with his 
wife as Ancient Britons.   Boys from the School appeared en masse in episode 10 in which ‘Sherborne 
School Gets its Charter’, having paid 10 shillings each for their costumes.   
 
Louis Napoleon Parker had come to Sherborne School in 1873 as a temporary piano master, however, he 
remained for 19 years, becoming in 1877 organist and Director of Music.  During his time at Sherborne 
Parker composed the music for many School songs, including ‘The Carmen’.  In 1878 he married Georgiana 
Bessie Calder in Sherborne Abbey.  He died at Bishopsteignton in Devon on 21 September 1944, aged 91. 
 
Today, Sherborne School holds the largest collection of material relating to the 1905 Sherborne Pageant. 
The collection comprises scripts, scores, programmes, photographs, publicity material, postcards and 
souvenirs, press cuttings, publications and audio-visual material.  In 1943, L.N. Parker gave Sherborne 
School two albums that had been presented to him in 1905, one containing photographs of the Pageant 
and the other signatures of those who took part.    
 
For further information about the 1905 Sherborne Pageant visit https://oldshirburnian.org.uk/sherborne-
pageant-1905/ 
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