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A FESTAL SONG/THE NEW HUNDREDTH

CHORUS OF SHIRBURNIANS

Who are these so stern and stately? Do ye come to ban or bless us?
Are ye sons of the same mother, from her bosom parted long,

Or the ghosts of our dead discords fluttered down to dispossess us
For our sins within the temple of the sunny God of song?

Nay, but surely ye are comrades, there is kinship in your faces,
There is music in the accents yet unuttered by your tongue;

Once again we bid your welcome to the old familiar places,
Welcome ever till the knell of recollection shall be rung.

CHORUS OF OLD SHIRBURNIANS

O we haunt you not to taunt you with your musical offences;

We are gentle, we are lowly, though our collars may be tall!

If we hail from Cam or Isis, we are still Shirburnienses,

Of our ancient Alma Mater haply prouder than you all:

There are hundreds of her children, there were hosts that went before us;
O that all were here to praise her, from whom all alike have sprung!

Nine and ninety times the rafters have re-echoed to the chorus:

How should any voice be silent when the hundredth’s to be sung?

OMNES

Let us sing it out together, that the world may hear our praean,
Sweep the strings, and ope the sluices of the mighty house of sound;
Let us goad the weary brain for her to labours Herculean,

Let us fight and win the field for her with triumph to be crowned,;
Let us bear for her and dare for her, and each for one another,

That by no revolt of ours may her loyal heart be wrung;

For the love of her own children is the glory of a mother,

And about the brows of Sherborne shall no meaner wreath be flung.

Words by James Rhoades (1841-1923).
Score by Louis Napoleon Parker (1852-1944).
Sung on the occasion of the hundredth School Musical Society Concert, Christmas 1887.
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