




























A SOLEMN CAROL FOR CHRISTMASTIDE 
 
Eighteen hundred years and moe! 
The earth grows old and the time is long; 
But make ye the doors upon wind and snow, 
And sing, sweet choir, with the angel-throng! 
The Babe in the oxen’s stall, I trow, 
He saved of old, and He saveth now: 
Ding-ding, ding-dong, with a merry sound, 
Let the bells, let the Christmas-bells go round! 
 
No hymns in our hearing the angels sing. 
No sages of Eastland come from far. 
Yet joy have we of the gifts we bring, 
Who follow the flight of His guiding star. 
O let your songs to Him rise like fire, 
Sweet Mary’s Babe, and the world’s desire! 
Ding-ding, ding-dong, with a merry sound, 
As the bells, as the Christmas-bells go round! 
 
Say, how shall we find Him, so far to seek? 
To yon dear manger we may not win. 
He houseth Him still with the poor and meek, 
And maketh the mourner his lowly inn: 
Who empties his heart as the oxen’s stall, 
He findeth it filled with the Lord of all. 
Ding-dong-ding-dong, let the bells go round, 
And sing, sweet choir, for the Christ is found! 
 
I rede ye worship Him, maids and men; 
So bring us all to His bliss: Amen. 
 
Words by James Rhoades (1841-1923). 
Score by Louis Napoleon Parker (1852-1944). 
 
First performed on 20 December 1886 at a Musical Society Christmas concert in the BSR. 
Performed again a Musical Society Christmas Concert on 16 December 1889, having ‘only once before been 
performed at these concerts, immediately after its composition. This excellent piece of work is one of the 
most impressive of Mr Parker’s productions, and might with advantage be performed every year.’ 
Published in The Songs of Sherborne School (1890). 
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