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FAIR & GREY & ANCIENT
or SONG FOR COMMEMORATION DAY

Fair and grey and ancient,
On the flowery lea,
Nestling ‘neath the hill-side
Stands the School for me,
Set where Saintly Aldhelm,
By the bridge of Yeo,
Chanted to the chapmen
Thousand years ago.

Kingly her foundation,

Like a queen she stands,
Costly stones to crown her —
Hearts and brains and hands;
Meet it is her praises

Should by all be sung,
Sherborne, Alma Mater,

Old yet ever young!

Hero-memories haunt her;
Hush! ‘his hallowed ground!
Yonder hill is Camelot,
Arthur’s table round,
Where the ghost of Arthur,
By no earthly light

Girt with soundless armour,
Rides o’ Christmas night.

Meet it is her praises
Should by all be sung,
Sherborne, Alma Mater,
Old yet ever young!

Here where bower and Castle,
Known to fate and fame,

Link with happier omen
Digby’s honoured name,
Raleigh’s shade majestic
Hovering o’er us pleads

‘Be your El Dorado

Golden thoughts and deeds!’

By all lips that love her
Be the descant sung,
Sherborne, Alma Mater,
Old yet ever young!

Hark! Where Ina’s Abbey

Tower above the town,

How the bells of ages,

Peal her past renown!

Through these clamorous cloisters
Silent forms have strayed;
Dark-cowled Benedictines

Haunt the pillared shade.

Meet it is her praises
Should by all be sung,
Sherborne, Alma Mater,
Old yet ever young!

When yon mystic emblems
O’er the gateway frown,
True shall run the legend
‘Neath her carven crown;
To avenge her honour

Lion hearts shall spring,
Conscience be her dragon,
And high Truth her King.

Kingly her foundation,

Like a queen she stands,

Costly stones to crown her —
Hearts and brains and hands:
Catch the strain and keep it,
Tossed from tongue to tongue —
Sherborne, Alma Mater,

Old yet ever young!

Words by James Rhoades (1841-1923).
Score by Louis Napoleon Parker (1852-1944).
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