






















GRAMMAR SONG 
 
Pueri ingenui, 
Cutem si curatis, 
Incumbetis strenui 
Pensis ordinatis. 
 
Grammar must be taught in schools, 
Yet it should be stated, 
That the charm of gender-rules 
Can be over-rated. 
 
Qui juvabit, postulo 
(Memory it taxes) 
Gender of curculio, 
Furfur, hydrops, axis? 
 
The instructor of my class, 
Heartless man though clever, 
For such human weakness has 
No regard whatever: 
 
‘Tertia declension 
‘Vobis est discenda: 
‘And you must correctly know 
‘All the Rules of gender.’ 
 
Said to me a worthy boy 
Rather harum scarum, 
Counting games the only joy, 
Spretor literarum, 
 
‘Regulae grammaticae 
‘Sunt laboris multi: 
‘Those who learn them seem to me 
‘Esse satis stulti.’ 
 
‘Grammars ought not to exist 
‘In the cricket season.’ 
Thus the youthful casuist, 
Not devoid of reason; 
 
‘Faber quints, dilecte mi, 
‘Recte,’ inquam, ‘mones: 
‘Nos ludemus, putidi 
‘Studeant tirones.’ 
 
So I passed the hours in play 
(Puer quam protervus): 
Into school I crept next day 
Feeling rather nervous. 
 
 
 

 
 
Incipit magister tum, 
‘Claudite libellous:’ 
Claudere coactus sum 
Mine like other fellows. 
 
Not unnaturally I, 
Bottled in my grammar, 
Hastened with repentant sigh 
Fit excuse to stammer: - 
 
‘Da, magistser, ueniam 
‘Puero merenti: 
‘Discere non poteram 
‘Capite dolente.’ 
 
He instead of swallowing 
My oblique narration 
Simply made the following 
Dreadful observation, 
 
‘Cras, amice juvenis, 
‘Nisi memorabis 
‘Mascula quae sunt in is, 
‘Certe vapulabis.’ 
 
Shall a Briton be coerced? 
Self-respect forbid it! 
Rather let him do his worset:- 
And he duly did it. 
 
Residere hodie 
Est doloris multi; 
Dubito au Smith and me 
Were not vere stulti. 
 
 
 
Words by James Hamilton Francis Peile (1863-
1940). 
Score by Berthold George Thorne (1874-1944). 
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